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Serenity Home has been open for 6 years, need for shelter increasing 

Serenity Home Shelter in Balsam Lake has been open for 6 years as of this last October.  Dur-

ing the last 6 years, the shelter has been able to successfully help many individuals get back 

on their feet by helping to get them into permanent housing, find jobs and get proper medical 

care secured.  When a resident comes to stay at Serenity Home often times they have been 

living in a vehicle before arriving and many times they have not had the resources to be able to 

take life-saving medications that they may need on a regular basis.  One of the first things Se-

renity Home staff does on intake is determine what are the immediate needs of this individual.  

Perhaps it is medical care and more often than not it is but also it includes just making sure the 

individual is warmed up, fed and given proper outdoor attire.   

Over the winter months, individuals have come into shelter with frostbite, no winter coat, hat or gloves let alone boots.  

We at Serenity Home are thankful for the donations we received and we have been able to help these individuals meet 

this immediate need.  People often ask how they can help with the overwhelming task of caring for our homeless popula-

tion in Polk County.  Right now, at Serenity Home, we have 19 individuals in shelter, and always have a waiting list of 

people needing housing.  One way people can help is by volunteering to become a van driver for the shelter.  Van drivers 

are probably one of the most important volunteer positions in the shelter because in our rural Polk County, our residents 

need transportation to work, medical appointments and anywhere else they may need to go to get back on their feet and 

headed down a successful path.  If you are interested in helping in this way, please call Serenity Home Shelter or stop in 

and fill out a volunteer application.  Your help is needed!  Other volunteer opportunities at the shelter include: meal prepa-

ration, cleaning/organizing tasks, and of course help with our annual fundraising campaigns.  Again, please call if you are 

interested in learning more. 

Over the past 6 years, many individuals have crossed our path, 89% of those individuals who have successfully complet-

ed our program have stayed permanently house.  A recent resident was quoted saying “I don’t know what I would have 

done if Serenity Home wasn’t here when I needed it.”  The goal of Serenity Home is simply not to just provide a hot meal, 

a place warm to stay and then someone on their way.  Our goal is to provide the nec-

essary skills, transportation and resources so the individual can grow strong and par-

ticipate in society being equipped with the proper resources to remain housed.   

Thank you to all of our donors, volunteers and community organizations and churches 

that help make Serenity Home possible.  Without your generosity, many would be left 

in the cold and without the necessary help.  If you would like to learn more, please 

visit our website at www.saserenityhome.org or “like” our Facebook page Polk County 

Salvation Army.  If you would like to donate to our program please stop by or send 

donations to:  200 Polk County Plaza Balsam Lake, WI  54810.  
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Did you Know?  The Polk County Salvation 

Army has a Facebook Page?  Like us on Face-

book at Polk County Salvation Army to learn all 

about the fun events we participate in, volun-

teer opportunities, and how our organization is 

working to Do the Most Good! 

Polk County Red Kettle Totals Come 
In Just Under Goal 

The Polk County Red Kettle Campaign has wrapped up 
for the season.  This year we were able to kick off the 
Polk County Red Kettle Campaign with the first of it’s kind 
movie event.  “Silver Bells” by PureFlix entertainment was 
shown at the Amery Classic Theatre to get everyone in 
the spirit of bell ringing.  Many signed up for their shift at 
the event and we were off to a great start for the cam-
paign!  Unfortunately somewhere around the middle to 
the end of the campaign we realized we were very far 
from reaching our goal in Polk County of $90,000.  This 
made our staff and volunteers quite nervous knowing that 
the funds we raise during the kettle campaign have to 
make it through an entire year of meeting the needs of 
those who are needing emergency services.  Thankfully, 
we were able to get the word out that our kettle campaign 
had fallen behind the funding amount needed and we 
came very close to reaching our goal.  The community 

pulled together to raise $85,527.65.  We at the Salvation 
Army are so thankful for all the volunteers, the merchants 
and the donors who truly pulled together to Do the Most 
Good in Polk County.  The dollars raised from this cam-
paign help to fund the emergency assistance dollars that 
are used right here in Polk County for our friends and 
neighbors in need.  Without the entire community coming 
together, we would not be able to serve the less fortu-
nate.  If you are interested in helping with the Red Kettle 
Campaign for 2015, the Salvation Army is seeking indi-
viduals who would be interested in joining a Red Kettle 
Campaign Board whose primary purpose would be to en-
sure the success of the campaign.  Candidates who like 
to be creative, have fun and understand the importance 
of raising these funds should inquire to Angela Moulton or 
Duana Bremer at 715-485-1221 for more information.   
Or email Angela_Moulton@usc.salvationarmy.org, 
Duana_Bremer@usc.salvationarmy.org  

Volunteers helped Ring the Salvation Army Bell at our Movie Event! 

Upcoming Events 

April 28th: Give Big St. Croix Valley 

(Check us out at giveSCV.org) 

June: Back Pack Fundraising Event at 

the Amery Fire Hall 

June: Dairy Month Activities, Milk 

Fundraiser 

Serenity Home Needs: 

18 Quart Roasters 

Dressers 

Blinds (4ftx4ft) 

Adult Socks and Underwear (New) 

Office Supplies/Stamps 

Coffee 

Toilet Paper 

Paper Towels 

Pillows (New) 

Sheet Sets (Twin size) 

Shower Curtains 
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R&D Catering/Ready Randy’s sponsors most successful Silent Auction event yet! 

The 2014 Wine Tasting Event was the 

most well attended in the event’s 11 

year history.  For the past 11 years 

R&D Catering/Ready Randy’s has 

sponsored the event to benefit Grace 

Place and Serenity Home Shelters in 

St. Croix and Polk County. This year, 

besides it being the most well attend-

ed, the benefit raised over $12,000 to 

support those in shelter.  

Many businesses and individuals 

sponsored the event and donated items to the Silent Auction.  The Rick’s played live music once again and 

many games were played all in order to benefit those in need.  The appetizers and desserts provided by 

Ready Randy’s and R&D Catering were simply spectacular.  The event will be happening again next year and 

is always done the Saturday before Thanksgiving.  It is a great place to start Christmas shopping as there is 

always a variety of wonderful silent auction items.  It is also a great place to kick off the Holiday Season with 

friends and know that the time you spend together is also benefiting people who find themselves homeless 

particularly over the Holidays.   

This year at  Serenity Home Shelter we had 17 individuals in shelter for Christmas.  All of them had a warm 

place to stay this Christmas because of the generosity of the businesses, individuals and the community who 

support these events throughout the year.  Your donations and attendance to these are how we at Serenity 

Home are able to provide housing, warmth and food to those who need it.  Thank you again to everyone! 

Many friends were able to  enjoy the appetizers and desserts at the Silent Auction 

event at Ready Randy’s/RD Catering.  This was the 11th Annual Event.  

Happy Kids Backpack Program continues to help weekly  
There are children in your neighborhoods that are relying on resources such as free 

or reduced-priced lunches during the school year.  These children often come from 

homes where food may run short during the month.  The Happy Kids Backpack pro-

gram was developed to aid families over the weekend who may come up short when 

it comes to feeding their family.  Last school year, the program ran short of funds and 

had to be cut back to an every other week benefit.  This year, donations have been 

trickling in and so far we have been able to maintain this weekly benefit to struggling 

families.   

Currently, there are 576 families benefiting from this program that is available to fami-

lies that qualify for free or reduced lunch in their school district.  Each backpack is full of kid-friendly meal options that are packed 

up for the weekend and sent home with a family.  These backpacks are packed by many volunteers and local churches who be-

lieve in the program and have witnessed the benefit to the community.  Without the efforts of the volunteers in packing, we would 

not have had as much success.  The Salvation Army thanks you for your time and efforts in this.   

In order to continue the success of the program, ongoing donations are always needed.  You can help in several ways.  Watch 

for an upcoming backpack fundraiser and attend the event, bring friends.  And you can also mail your donations to: Salvation 

Army  200 Polk County Plaza, Balsam Lake, WI 54810.  Make sure to put “Backpack Program” on the memo line.  If you have 

any questions regarding the program, please call 715-485-1221.  If you would like to get involved in one of the specific backpack 

fundraising events or have an idea on how you could help keep the backpack program going strong, please call us at Serenity 

Home and ask for Linda! 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about how you 

can volunteer or   donate 

to help in your community. 

Salvation Army - Polk 

County 

200 Polk Plaza            

Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

(715) 485-1221 

The Mission Statement of the Salva-

tion Army USA 

The Salvation Army, an internation-
al movement, is an evangelical part 
of the Universal Christian Church. 
Its message is based on the Bible. 

Its ministry is motivated by the love 
of God. Its mission is to preach the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet 
human needs in His name without 

discrimination. 

Salvation Army—Polk County 

200 Polk Plaza 

Balsam Lake, WI  54810 
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We are updating our data-

bases.  If you have recently 

moved or changed your phone 

number please give us a call 

and let us know so we can 

keep you up to date on every-

thing we are doing! 

Polk County                  

Advisory Board 

Kathy Poirier - Chair 

Gail Peavy 

Deanna Boettcher 

Colleen Noonan 

 Kelly Tackett 

Roberta Carlson 

Jill Stoffel 

Judge Jeff Anderson 

Brian Masters 

Allen Foxwell 

 

Volunteer Van Drivers are Needed! 

Please stop by and fill out an application today! 

Call with questions:: 715-485-1221 


