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Serenity Home is seeing a change in the face of our homeless
These days it seems that many who are seeking shelter seem to be increasing
in age. This trend is something we couldn’t have predicted but are working hard
to figure out why. Often times when people come into shelter they are struggling
with mental health, addiction, physical disabilities and more. We, at Serenity
Home, work with individuals to become independent by educating our residents
on resources available to them to help them be as healthy and strong as possible. Often times, when individuals complete the program at Serenity Home, they
are able to maintain their independence for many years to come. We have
heard from many who have passed through our doors and even years later they report that are still doing
great.
“A year and a half ago this place saved my life. With their help I got a job,
paid off all my fines, rebuilt a strained relationship with my family and with
God, and stayed clean and sober. The place is staffed by caring people
who want to help others do better. I can not say enough good things
about them.” - Past Resident.

While we are still serving many who have
long lives to look forward too after their
time in shelter, many are now coming to
us toward the end of their years. They
are in need of housing, nursing care,
skilled doctors and more to ensure that the last part of their life is healthy and filled with care. This past year,
we have served 23 older adults/seniors in our shelter. Although, we don’t have the answers on how to best
serve this population, you can be rest assured that our staff remains committed to finding the answers. Multiple factors seem to be playing a role in why this population is seeking shelter. They include: limited financial
resources, lack of family support, dementia and more. Resources in our community seem to be limited and answers are few and far between. One thing for sure remains, we are grateful for your support of our program.
Without Serenity Home, we are not sure where our special population of people would be. Your support is
changing lives and ensuring that our older population who may need an extra hand and an advocate, have the
support they need at Serenity Home.

Polk County’s Red Kettle Campaign: Success!

Thank you Park Lakes and Land Realty for helping
this season and participating in Realtor Ring Day!

The Red Kettle Campaign in Polk County has come to a close and
we would like to say THANK YOU! To all of our ringers, donors and
store fronts who allow our volunteers…. THANK YOU for helping to
DO the Most Good in Polk County. We raised $95,000 to help the
homeless and hungry in Polk County this season! You are how we
are able to serve. We are grateful! Right now, we are already making plans for the next kettle campaign. If you would like to play a
bigger role, please contact Angela at 715-497-4438. We are looking for Coordinators to help us be successful in our efforts to raise
the funds needed to serve.

Serenity Home: Relocation Project has begun!
The future location of Serenity Home Shelter has been in question since the
Spring of 2017. The Polk County Board of Supervisors voted to extend their
lease with our shelter for a term of 3 years and after that time, we have been
told we will need to find a new location.
Currently we are located in the old Polk County Jail. The facility is designed
to house 18 homeless men and women and is more than just a shelter in
the way that our organization is a program. Through education, residents
are encouraged to gain independence by finding employment, housing and seeking needed healthcare for physical or
mental illness. Addiction issues are also addressed through attendance at AA meetings and encouragement to seek
outside counseling/treatment. Serenity Home Shelter is a zero tolerance facility in regards to drugs and alcohol and all
residents who stay must also pass a background check.
Serenity Home staff and advisory board members are asking for the public’s help in finding a new location. The shelter
opened in 2008 and is the only mass shelter located in Polk County, which means finding a new location to care for
this vulnerable population is very important. Efforts need to be made to secure a location, fundraise and more. Volunteers have already began to meet and more are always welcome. The goal: where will the new shelter be located and
raise funds to move!
If you would like to help in this effort please call 715-485- Did you Know? The Polk County Salvation Army
1221 or follow Polk County Salvation Army on Facebook has a Facebook Page? Like us on Facebook at Polk
to keep up with meeting times. The current wish list for a County Salvation Army to learn all about the fun
new facility includes: Space for 14-16 homeless individu- events we participate in, volunteer opportunities, and
als, kitchen, living and bathroom space, office space and how our organization is working to Do the Most Good!
storage space. The property either needs to be gifted OR
come with minimal rent. We realize that we are asking for a lot but we truly believe that God has a place already
planned out for us. If you have property that you would consider gifting or renting, please contact Duana Bremer at
715-338-9413.

The Silent Messengers Coming: March 25th at Faith Community
New Richmond
This group of talented young people is joining us again as a fundraiser for our
shelter. We are so excited to welcome them and to invite you to share in the
wonderful story of the life of Christ. As Easter approaches, it is important to take
time to remember Christ and these students know how to share their faith in a
way that is emotionally moving and entertaining. Join us for the performance at
Faith Community Church 1040 Paperjack Drive, in New Richmond on March
25th. Dinner will be served at 5pm and will include soup and bread along with
refreshments. The show will begin at 6pm. Reservations are not required but
are appreciated. You can register online at: www.saserenityhome.org or call 715
-497-4438. The Silent Messengers will perform the life, death and resurrection of Christ in silence yet the show will be
incredibly moving and speak to your heart. Cost to see the performance of “Celebrating a Savior” and to enjoy supper is
a donation of your choosing to our shelters. To learn more about The Silent Messengers please go to their website:
www.silentmessengers.net.

13 gallon garbage bags

Shampoo & Conditioner

Copy Paper

Razors

Coffee
Two-Pocket Folders

Deodorant
NEW Socks and Underwear

Office Supplies

(All ages, all sizes)

(pens, pencils, paper clips, tape etc.)

Towels (Kitchen and Bath)

Paper Towels

Toothpaste, Toothbrushes

Toilet Paper

Over the Counter Meds

NEW Pillows
Dish Soap

(Tylenol, Advil, Chapstick, etc.)
Cleaning Supplies

Sidewalk Salt

Baking Supplies: Sugar, Flour, etc.

Supply Drives
This year we are making a big effort in our communities to
reach out to our churches, civic groups or other community
groups to help us in a big way! Our goal is to keep costs
down as much as possible in this coming year. That means,
we are hoping for donations now more than ever!
Please consider being a part of the effort.
We are in need of everyday supplies to help our homeless
while they live at Serenity Home. Things like: Toilet Paper,
Paper Towels, Laundry Soap, Shampoo and Conditioner,
Razors are needed all the time but also… office supplies,
coffee, copy paper, baking supplies and milk.
If you can help, we would be grateful! Thank you!

If you would like to mail in a financial
donation:
Serenity Home
200 Polk County Plaza
Balsam Lake, WI 54810

2017 Wine Tasting, most dollars raised again!
Back in November, at the start of our biggest time of year for
fundraising, RD Catering/Ready Randy’s once again hosted the
annual Wine Tasting to benefit Grace Place and Serenity Home
Shelters. This years event beat last year’s record breaker. In
2016, the event raised just over $20,000. This year $22,000
plus was raised to help the homeless! We are all amazed at the
generosity of the businesses who sponsored the event and supported by donating Silent Auction Items. We are also thankful to
the local businesses who sponsored wine, beer, vodka and tea
samples! The overwhelming support from St. Croix and Polk
Counties helped make it so successful! Also, a special thank
Thank you to our guests who attended and helped
you goes to the crew of volunteers who are whole heartedly
support our shelters. We appreciate you!
committed to making the event so successful. The planning
committee put hundreds of hours into ensuring it’s success. As we head into the next year, we are looking
to expand our committee members. If you are interested in helping with this fantastic event, please
call 715-497-4438 and speak with Angela. We have current committee
members ready to train you!
And of course...thank you to the community members who show up, have
a wonderful time and donate so generously to ensure the success of this
event and more importantly helping to maintain our shelters for those who
are so much less fortunate. We could not have raised this money with out
you! And one final thank you goes to Ready Randy’s/RD Catering, your
crew is absolutely fantastic! Thank you for continuing to host this event to
help our homeless in St. Croix and Polk Counties. We appreciate you!
Volunteers needed for next year!
Please Email
Angela_Moulton@usc.salvationarmy.org
If you are interested, Thank you!

Thank you Volunteers!

SAVE THE DATE!
(Volunteers, Silent Auction Items and Sponsors are Needed)
Please call 715-485-1221 and speak with Angela if you want to help!
March 25th: Silent Messengers perform at Faith Community in New Richmond
April 19th: Amery’s Empty Bowls at Amery High School (Benefits Amery’s Backpack Program)
April 24th: Give Big and Touch a Truck at Serenity Home (Give online at www.givesbigscv.org)
June 8th: Polk County Backpack Fundraiser (Hosted by the Amery Fire Department)
July: Summer Bell Ringers Needed! (www.saserenityhome.org)

Serenity Home is participating in Give Big
Serenity Home Shelter will be one of the many non-profits participating in the online giving event coming April 24th. This
year, as a part of the giving day we will be asking for support of
our shelter.
At Serenity Home we help homeless individuals in need of
shelter and a second chance. Serenity Home is often the last
stop of hope for many of our homeless. Our goal is to provide
the necessary resources they need to keep going forward.
Your donation on April 24th will help us to do this.
As a part of this exciting day of
giving, we are also hosting
Shelter staff made sure to visit Lake Services Trucks during our
what has become an annual
Touch a Truck event last year! Join us this year on April 24th!
event with Lake Services Unlimited. They will be bringing over a couple trucks on April 24th to Serenity
Home. If you stop at the Shelter between 11am and 1pm and touch the trucks,
they will donate $1 to the Give Big efforts that benefit Serenity Home. We will
also have brats, hotdogs and chips available for lunch that day as a free-will
offering.
Please save the date and remember, if you can’t stop by, you can give online to support the effort. Donations
are accepted at any level and we are so grateful for the support. Visit www.GiveSCV.org today to donate. If
you would rather not give online but would still like to participate in the day, you can simply mail your donation
to Serenity Home Shelter 200 Polk County Plaza Balsam Lake, WI 54810 and put “Give Big” in the memo area. That way we will be sure to make sure it goes directly toward impacting the many living in Polk County
who need your help.
In 2017-18 school year, Polk County Salvation Army has provided over 350 backpacks each week to
families in need of a little extra food over the weekends. Hunger in Wisconsin is an issue facing
many. The backpack program is one small way, we
are working to help stop childhood hunger. Please
plan to join us in June at the Amery Fire Hall for a
fundraiser to help us support kids in need.
Help is needed for this event. We need:
Silent Auction Items, Volunteers and Sponsors.
Please contact Betty at 715-268-2275
for information on how you can help.
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Return Service Requested

We are updating our databases. If you have recently
moved or changed your phone
number please give us a call
and let us know so we can
keep you up to date on everything we are doing!

Polk County
Advisory Board
Brian Masters - Chair
Allen Foxwell—Co-Chair
Kathy Poirier
Colleen Noonan
Jill Stoffel
Judge Jeff Anderson
Dessy Anderson

Contact Us
Give us a call for more
information about how
you can volunteer or
donate to help in your
community.
Salvation Army - Polk
County
200 Polk Plaza
Balsam Lake, WI 54810
(715) 485-1221

Betty Collins

The Mission Statement of the
Salvation Army USA

Deanna Briesemeister

The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the Universal Christian Church. Its message is
based on the Bible. Its ministry
is motivated by the love of God.
Its mission is to preach the
gospel of Jesus Christ and to
meet human needs in His name
without discrimination.

