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Bell Ringing Changes 

The Red Kettle Campaign is something we count on every year to raise 

the funds necessary to continue to help people who are struggling in Polk 

County who may need our help to stay housed, avoid homelessness or 

keep their heat on this winter. The campaign is our single most important 

fundraiser of the year.  This year, it is even more important due to having 

to cancel our other fundraisers because of COVID-19.   

This year brings with it certain challenges with COVID-19 precautions 

happening at the kettles and a limited availability of sites and days.  The 

unfortunate reality is, we do not have limited people in need.  As a matter 

of fact, the needs have increased.  The phone has been ringing now more 

than ever with calls for assistance.  We remain ready to help and are hop-

ing you will consider helping too.   

If you are able to give your time this year by volunteering to be a bell ring-

er, we would appreciate it.  The pandemic has impacted how we are able 

to bell ring.  This year, when you ring, you will be required to wear a mask 

at the kettles, stand 6 feet away from the customers and the kettle do-

nors, and sanitize the equipment before and after your shift.  If you are 

not feeling well or have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, we ask that you do not show up for your bell 

ringing shift but rather please, stay home and get well.  We want to have a successful campaign and we want our 

bell ringers, donors and the customers at the stores to stay healthy too!   

If you feel that you are unable to ring this year because you are at high risk, uncomfortable being out during this 

time or for another reason but still want to help, there are lots of ways to do that!  This year we have a virtual 

online Red Kettle.  If you have a social media page, you can share the online kettle with your friends and become 

a “virtual bell ringer”.  The online kettle link can be found on our Facebook Page “Polk County Salvation Army” or 

on our website at www.saserenityhome.org. If you do not use social media and still want to help, consider writing 

letters to family and friends, or sending an email asking people to 

give either virtually or by mailing a donation directly to The Polk 

County Salvation Army for the Red Kettle Campaign.  The address to 

give is:  Polk County Salvation Army PO BOX 129 Clear Lake, WI  

54005. Whichever way you feel comfortable helping this year, we 

hope you will.  Many people depend on the success of this campaign.  

It helps us keep going throughout the year helping as many people 

as we can.  Thank you and stay well! 
One of the greatest ways you can help is by 

including us in your prayers.  Thank you for 

praying for The Salvation Army. 

Sign up to Ring Bells this Season! 

www.RegisterToRing.com 

http://www.sagraceplace.org


Backpack Fundraiser WOW! 

This year, we were unable to hold a very important fundraiser that we host 
every year.   We depend on our annual backpack fundraiser, held at the 
Amery Fire Hall, to help fill all of the Polk County Backpacks.  Your dona-
tions at that fundraiser help support Polk County families who receive a 
backpack full of food each week from the Salvation Army.  When schools 
closed in March of this year, our backpack service did not stop.  As a mat-
ter of fact, some school districts saw an increase in need as many parents 
were also sent home from work.  Incomes in our local households were af-
fected quickly and the need for our backpack program to continue with higher numbers of kids in need was definitely there.  

In one instance, we continued to help families into the month of August.   

Knowing the need and knowing that we had to cancel our single most important backpack fundraiser of the year, we were 
wondering just how we would meet this important need.  We decided to proceed with a “virtual” month-long fundraiser.  To 
our complete amazement and surprise, our community stepped up and helped like never before! Over $34,000 was raised in 
over just one month to help support this important program continue to feed families in need over the weekends when the 
kids are not in school benefiting from a free lunch and breakfast.  We are so thankful to every individual who donated to help 
and to all the sponsors who typically sponsor the in-person fundraiser and chose to continue their sponsorship this year by 
sending in their donation to help.  Thank you so much for helping to support the over 300 families who benefit from this    
resource each year.  We are very thankful to our community for all the support!  To learn more about the backpack program, 

visit: www.saserenityhome. 

 

Fall Fundraiser Update 

Without making this entire newsletter about COVID-19, although it becomes more 
and more difficult as it influences many of the ways in which we are able to operate;  
we must share the sad news with you that our Annual Fall Fundraiser that we usual-
ly hold Opening Hunting weekend had to be cancelled.  We are super sad and are 
looking forward to next year when we are hoping that we can be back to hosting in-
person fundraisers with all the fun we have when we can be together.  With this im-
portant fundraiser being cancelled we are counting on an even better Kettle Cam-
paign.  Last year’s event raised just over $23,000.   

Without this event, our shelter programs will face a significant shortage.                    
If you usually attend or sponsor our Fall Fundraiser, perhaps consider sending in a 

donation in lieu of the event.  As always, your donation will help our homeless find shelter for a little while finding a     
permanent place to live. Thank you for considering helping us in this way. 

THANK YOU SPONSORS! 

* Lindus Construction  *Northwest Communications  *Bremer Bank  *The Cut Above Hair Studio  *Chet Johnson Drug/

Ellies Ice Cream *Luck Lions  *Fransen Bank & Trust  *Luck Lutheran Church *Amery Hospital & Clinic  *Noah Insurance  

*Amery Hair Studio  *Williamson - White Funeral Home & Cremation Services  *Stems from the Heart              

*Berghammer Builders  *The Law Firm of Williams and Davis  *Schaffer Manufacturing   *First Bank of Baldwin                  

*MSA Professional Services - Rice Lake  *Leadholm Insurance  *Atlas United Methodist   *Our Saviors Lutheran - Amery            

*Reedemer Lutheran - Amery, Ladies Aid 



13-gallon garbage bags 

Copy Paper 

Tape (masking and scotch) 

Office Supplies                      

(pens, pencils, paper clips, tape etc.) 

Paper Towels 

Toilet Paper 

 

NEW Pillows 

Dish Soap 

Lysol (spray and liquid cleaner) 

Laundry Soap 

Over the Counter Meds          

(Adult, Tylenol, Advil, Chapstick, etc.) 

 

SERENITY HOME SHELTER UPDATE 

The search for a new shelter to help the homeless in Polk County continues.  While we are helping people 

in long term housing units in Polk County, we still have a need to help people who are in need of emer-

gency shelter.  We have been working closely with our sister shelter, Grace Place in New Richmond but 

they have continued to remain busy and are often full.  The Grace Place Shelter focuses on homeless 

families and helps single individuals too.  Thankfully we have been able to bring some of our homeless 

down to Grace Place for assistance during this time of having no mass facility for Polk County people.  

That being said, we are still working toward acquiring a new space.  A facility has been located on the bor-

der of Barron and Polk (just inside Barron County) that would serve as a great shared facility between Polk 

and Barron County to help the lack of space to serve homeless individuals in both counties.  Right now, 

you can help by praying for this project to come to fruition so we do not have to turn anyone away.  Also,    

having a successful bell ringing campaign this season will help us be financially strong if the shelter project 

is approved through multiple channels.  We will keep you posted.   

Follow our Facebook page Polk County Salvation Army for details.   

Meal Volunteers Needed 

Grace Place Shelter needs your help.  Due to a lack of a 

mass homeless shelter in Polk County, we have come to 

depend on Grace Place to help house our homeless. They 

rely on the community to  provide the evening meals at 

the shelter.   Maybe you, your church, or organization 

could commit to helping at Grace Place?      

Call Jacky at 715-529-1283 to learn more.    

Email her at:  Jacky.Ouellette@usc.salvationarmy.org 

 

Sign up to Ring Bells this Season! 

www.RegisterToRing.com 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about how 

you can volunteer or   

donate to help in your 

community. 

Salvation Army - Polk 

County 

PO BOX 129 

Clear Lake, WI  54005 

(715) 263-2900 

The Mission Statement of the 
Salvation Army USA 

The Salvation Army, an interna-
tional movement, is an evangeli-
cal part of the Universal Chris-

tian Church. Its message is 
based on the Bible. Its ministry 
is motivated by the love of God. 

Its mission is to preach the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and to 

meet human needs in His name 
without discrimination. 

Salvation Army—Polk County 

PO BOX 129  

Clear Lake, WI  54005 
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Do you know someone who may be facing eviction? 

 

Do you know someone with a utility disconnect? 

 

COVID-19 has cause many hardships in our County.  
Please reach out if you need assistance.   

715-263-2900 


