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Homeless Shelter to serve Polk County 

The search for a new shelter to serve our communities in Polk County 
may be over.  In February 2019, we had to close the doors of our mass 
shelter in Balsam Lake due to the County not renewing the lease at the 
building we rented to house the homeless.  The last couple of years we 
have housed the homeless men and women in Polk County in scat-
tered units but that still left many people with no where to go in an 
emergency.  We partnered with our sister shelter, Grace Place, over 
the past few years to help in these cases but despite our best effort, we 
have had to turn away more than 100 homeless individuals needing 
shelter.  

When we set out to figure out what was truly needed to serve our 
homeless population in Polk County we really had to think about how 
we could best serve and how we could best support a shelter long 
term.  The decision has been made to partner with Barron County Sal-
vation Army and open a bigger shelter that could help serve BOTH 
counties.  We are excited to say, we are almost there!  We are in the end stages of purchasing a facility 
located 7 miles outside of Clayton.  It is on the Barron County side of things but will serve both Polk and 
Barron counties.   

The shelter is an old nursing home with an additional home on the 
property to add extra sleeping space for the many who find them-
selves struggling without a warm place to sleep.  The new facility will 
have 14 individual rooms, plus one space for a homeless family in the 
main unit.  The house unit will have additional space for up to 15 
more people depending on family size.   Director Duana Bremer said, 
“We are so excited to be able to support our community in this way.  
The extra space will help us serve those in the most need.”   

If everything moves forward as planned, we anticipate starting to work 
on renovating the home, preparing the main unit with some updates 

and doing a lot of yard work sometime late this spring or early summer.  If a person is interested in helping 
do volunteer work to help get the shelter opened by late summer or early fall, please reach out to Jacky at 
715-529-1283.   There will be lots of opportunities for people who like to paint, do yard work or mainte-
nance work.  Be sure to follow our Facebook Page: Polk County Salvation Army to watch for ways you can 
help during the renovations and as we move forward with establishing a large facility to help our most   
vulnerable. 

If you would like to make a financial contribution: 

Polk County Salvation Army 
PO BOX 129 

Clear Lake, WI 54005 

MEMO:  Polk-Barron Shelter 
Questions can be directed to:  715-497-4438 

 



 

Backpack Fundraiser to be virtual one more year! 

 

Did you know there are hundreds of families living in our communi-
ty today that are struggling to provide food for their children?  This 
necessity has been a struggle in many of our neighbors’ homes.  
In the year heading up to the COVID-19 pandemic anywhere from 
31% to 67% of children in our Polk County schools were benefiting 
from free and reduced lunch.  These same children have often 
seen even greater financial hardship due to how the COVID pan-
demic affected them at home.  Many parents have been laid off, 
furloughed, or had to cut back on hours due to changes caused by 
COVID.  The Salvation Army has continued to try to help by 
providing a backpack full of food for over the weekends for families 
in need.  These backpacks help supplement when the children are 

not in school getting a free or reduced-price lunch.  
 
As the COVID pandemic has continued, and many resources have been limited, our program never stopped 
providing this vital resource despite school closures due to COVID-19, and in some instances, the level of 
distribution increased.  Many of the reports from school officials who have assisted us in making sure the 
bags are making it into homes have been positive with moms and dads stating they are relying on this valua-
ble food resource for their families.  In uncertain times, we continue to serve our families.  We want to make 
sure that no matter where a child begins Monday morning, whether in the classroom or virtually, they have 
food to eat in their cupboards and are ready to start their school week, ready to learn. 

 
Each backpack costs around $7 to fill.  Those costs vary each week depending on food costs and whether a 
milk coupon is included.  No matter what, a need to raise substantial funds to support the program remains.  
This year, once again, our annual in-person backpack fundraiser will be canceled.  Despite not being able to 
host an event, we are hoping that you would consider donating to help us feed hungry kids as we head 
through the summer and into the school year. We will be running a virtual fundraiser during the month of June 
2021.  We are hoping you will prayerfully consider a donation to this important Polk County program.  This is 
a vital and necessary resource, especially as we are all working toward getting back to our new normal.  The 
final details are still being worked out but please, watch your local papers, our Facebook page Polk County 
Salvation Army and consider giving.  Last year we raised over $35,000 to help this important program.  We 
are hoping to raise that again this year!  We will need all your support.  
  
If you would like to mail a backpack donation in today, you can do so by writing a check and sending it to: 
Polk County Salvation Army MEMO: Backpacks, PO BOX 129, Clear Lake, WI  54005.  Thank you and 
stay tuned! 

GIVE BIG SCV—Polk County Salvation Army 

We are so excited to be participating in the online  giving day again this 

year!  We have been participating in GIVE BIG every year since it start-

ed.  This year, the event falls on April 27th.  We are focusing our giving 

day on helping our new shelter.  We are excited to serve our most vul-

nerable Polk County citizens this way.  Your support during GIVE Big will 

help our new shelter be a success!  Plus if you visit our webpage at 

www.giveBIGscv.org you will be able to learn all about our other pro-

grams too! If you would like to help but would prefer not to give online, 

send donations to: PO BOX 129 Clear Lake, WI  54005.                

Please mark  “GIVE BIG” in the memo line.   

Thank you in advance for your support! 



13-gallon garbage bags 

Copy Paper 

Tape (masking and scotch) 

Office Supplies                      

(pens, pencils, paper clips, tape etc.) 

Paper Towels 

Toilet Paper 

 

NEW Pillows 

Dish Soap 

Lysol (spray and liquid cleaner) 

Laundry Soap 

Over the Counter Meds          

(Adult, Tylenol, Advil, Chapstick, etc.) 

 

THANK YOU FOR HELPING! 

In a year like no other with social distancing, masks and fewer volunteers at the 
stores, our Red Kettle campaign turned out less than hoped for but not too bad 
either.   We had a goal of raising $95,000 in November and December to help 
fund our programs that include:  Emergency Vouchers for Heat, Electric, Rent, 
Help with the Homeless in our single unit shelter.  Some of the funds are also 
used to help support our Food Backpack Program that helps feed kids in need.  

We fell just a bit short raising $79,715.00.   Most of those funds came in through 
the mail to our Polk County office.  We are so thankful to those of you who 

thought of us even if you didn’t see a volunteer bell ringer at a store.  We could 
not continue to help others without your generosity.  Thank you. 

A huge thank you also goes to our volunteers this year and to those of you who 
put your donation in our kettles.  It was a different kind of year but the hearts of 
our volunteers and supporters didn’t change.  We are so thankful for              
each of you. 

We are hopeful that 2021’s bell ringing season will be full of volunteers and full 
of kettle sites.  Keep us in mind as a way you can help our programs.  We start 
ringing in November every year and go through New Years’ Eve.  
www.registertoring.com opens up for sign ups in late summer.   

We LOVE our Volunteers! 

In January, we got the call to help at the COVID-19 vaccination clinic by 

providing meals to the volunteers serving at the site.  We were happy to 

help in this way.  The Polk County Health Department has administered 

as many as 735 vaccines in one day.  We 

have contributed as many as 70 lunches 

and breakfasts in a day to help keep the 

volunteers energized and help our commu-

nity.  Thank you to Amery Journey Church 

for providing volunteers and thank you to 

Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church for 

helping each week.  You all make such a 

difference by serving in this way! 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about how 

you can volunteer or   

donate to help in your 

community. 

Salvation Army - Polk 

County 

PO BOX 129 

Clear Lake, WI  54005 

(715) 263-2900 

The Mission Statement of the 
Salvation Army USA 

The Salvation Army, an interna-
tional movement, is an evangeli-
cal part of the Universal Chris-

tian Church. Its message is 
based on the Bible. Its ministry 
is motivated by the love of God. 

Its mission is to preach the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and to 

meet human needs in His name 
without discrimination. 

Salvation Army—Polk County 

PO BOX 129  

Clear Lake, WI  54005 
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We could use your help! 

Throughout the year, there are multiple opportunities to get         

involved with the work of The Salvation Army in Polk 

County.  It could include: serving in the midst of a disaster, 

helping with a fundraiser, helping distribute Red Kettles, 

becoming a volunteer bell ringer or helping us open our 

new shelter.  However you want to help, we need          

volunteers.  To get started visit www.saserenityhome.org 

and click on “Volunteer in this Community”.  If you have 

questions about opportunities or want to learn more about 

what we do, reach out to Jacky at 715-529-1283.  Thank 

you for considering helping in this way! 


