
Get the latest news and connect with other Salvation Army supporters by liking us on  
Facebook and following us on Twitter.  It’s a great way to stay involved and in-the-know.

facebook.com/salmich.org                     twitter.com/salmich

Stay Connected

The Latest News From The Salvation Army in Metro Detroit

Doing The Most GoodDispatch

After 19 years of marriage, one  
day Cynthia’s husband packed up his 
things and left.  She had depended on  
him financially to provide for her and  
their two young sons.  Though she was 
college educated, Cynthia had been a 
stay-at-home mom, and had no source  
of income. 

The house that Cynthia called home 
was now in foreclosure.  The family was 
living without electricity and would soon 
be without water and gas.  Her family was 
facing homelessness. 

 
ALL SEEMED LOST

With no resources, no family to help 
and running out of time, Cynthia contacted 
The Salvation Army.  Expecting to find a 
temporary fix to her problems, she had no 
idea what would happen next.

We introduced Cynthia to our 
Pathway of Hope program, and that was 
the beginning of a series of big changes for 
her family.  She worked with a Salvation 
Army social worker to receive a wide 
variety of referrals to other organizations 
that could assist them.  

She was able to get her electricity 
turned back on and then resolved the 
pending water and gas shutoffs.  
 
REACHING STABILITY

Once those issues were fixed, the social 
worker was able to focus on Cynthia’s other 
needs.  She signed up for other available 
benefits, including housing assistance.  We 
also helped her begin a child support case 
against her estranged husband. 

Cynthia never expected to find job 
assistance through the Pathway of Hope 

 

program, but she quickly learned the extent 
of assistance that was available. 

Drawing on her college education 
and life experience, Cynthia (with the help 
of her social worker) was able to land a 
full-time job . . . something that she hadn’t 
had in nearly two decades. 

 
AFTER GRADUATION

After several months of perseverance 
and dedication, Cynthia graduated from 
The Salvation Army’s Pathway of Hope.   
Today, she is proud of the fact that she can 
provide for her sons and put food on the 
table - in a home she’s now able to afford. 
“I don’t know how I would have gotten 
my life together without the help of The 
Salvation Army,” Cynthia says.   “My kids  
and I would have ended up in a shelter and 
that’s something that I never thought would 
ever happen to my family.”
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The Salvation Army of Metro Detroit encourages the community to do its part to make 
the world a better place to live and work.  Do the Most Good today!

It’s time to sign up to ring a bell at the Red Kettle!  Contact Danielle Greco at 
(248) 443-5500 ext. 240 or email danielle_greco@usc.salvationarmy.org.

To learn more, visit Ringbell.org

Picking up the Pieces: 
A Pathway of  
hope Story

Join the conversation about hunger and 
homelessness in Metro Detroit! Visit our site 

for information: salmich.startdoinggood.org

Volunteering

numbersby the

people volunteered in 2015.

62 million

According to the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, more than 

Volunteers spent an average of  

     52 hours 
      Volunteering.

442 kettle 
locations in  

Metro Detroit
$53 Per hour

Volunteers spent 
more than 

12,800 hours
ringing bells.

are the largest population 
of volunteers.

35-44 year 
olds

131,000
volunteer bell ringing hours 
available in Metro Detroit

On average, a volunteer bell 
ringer raises  

to support The Salvation Army



The continuation of support for The Salvation Army, 
as we all know, is very important to our sustainability to 
help and serve those in need.  This is why we are proud to 
announce that The Eastern Michigan Division has decided 
to become a part of the National Salvation Army initiative 
called Echelon.

Echelon is a group of young professionals, typically 
between the ages of 22-40, from the Metro Detroit area 
who are passionate about spreading awareness about 
The Salvation Army and its programs.  Echelon’s mission 
includes making Metro Detroit and its surrounding 
neighborhoods a better place to live and serve.  

We are thrilled to join more than 10 other Echelon 
chapters around the U.S., as a way to “mobilize the next 
generation.”  Leading the Metro Detroit Echelon chapter 
as president is Anil Kapoor, a 27-year-old Market Sales 
Manager from Bank of America/Merrill Lynch.  

Anil is a natural leader when it comes to any position 
he is assigned.  He has been dedicated to the Echelon 
presidential role since day one, and his continuous effort  
and support are critical in the early 
developing stages of the Detroit 
chapter in order to make all future 
endeavors successful.  

Keep an eye out for all future 
Echelon events and volunteer 
opportunities!  If you know 
someone who would be interested 
in being a part of this group, call 
248-443-5500.  
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Message from  
Major Russell Sjögren, General Secretary

ViSiT SALMiCh.orG or CALL 1-877-SAL-MiCh.  For CuSToMer SerViCe iNquirieS CALL 248-443-5500.

The Next Generation of Support 
For our Mission is echelon

“We make a living by what we get, but 
we make a life by what we give.”  

-Winston Churchill

Dear Friend,

There’s a movement going on that’s affecting all of us in Metro 
Detroit.  And I know it’s growing more powerful every year.  I 
believe they call it, paying it forward.

Maybe you’ve noticed it too.  Someone does something nice 
for another person — buys a cup of coffee for the next person 
in line . . . pays a compliment to a firefighter out in public . . . or 
even goes out of their way to hold a door open for a woman and 
her baby. 

There’s an immediate chain reaction.  That’s the greatest 
benefit of doing good things for others — you’re not just 
helping someone in need, you’re spreading joy and inspiration to 
everyone who is affected by your simple act of kindness.  And I 
see the positive effects of paying it forward every single day here 
at The Salvation Army.

Your gift shines in the gratitude of a man who is receiving  
the help he so desperately needs after being recently laid off . . . 
the relieved tears of a mother who is able to feed her children  
. . . the joy of a family who can get back on their feet thanks to 
your compassion.

This year, your gifts have helped . . .
	 •	 	Provide	long-term	support	and	guidance	for	families	

working to break the cycle of poverty through our 
Pathway of Hope Program.

	 •	 Give	children	an	experience	of	a	lifetime	at	Echo	 
  Grove Camp.
	 •	 Serve	nearly	8,300	meals	every	day	and	offer	more	than 
  2,000 nights of shelter each night.

 
 

	 •	 	Prepare	for	emergencies	throughout	Eastern	Michigan	
with a dozen disaster response teams who are trained 
and on call to serve during disasters and times of civil 
disorders that put our communities at risk.

	 •	 Raise	$1.1	million	for	basic	services	through	the	Bed	&		
	 	 Bread	Club	at	our	29th	Annual	Radiothon.
 

Recently,	we’ve	experienced	a	6%	increase	in	the	number	of	
people coming to us seeking assistance as they struggle in the 
difficult economic recovery.  Metro Detroit has the highest rate 
of concentrated poverty in America’s biggest cities.

Thankfully,  part of our work is knowing that many who 
are lifted by an act of kindness through The Salvation Army in 
Metro Detroit will, in turn, pay it forward someday.  I see the 
people we help returning to volunteer, donating and becoming a 
positive influence on the loved ones in their lives.  It becomes a 
cycle of success.

Thank you for all the times you pay it forward!  And God 
bless you for doing the most good.

        Sincerely,

upcoming events in Metro Detroit

December
3 Noel Night

TBD  London Chop 
House Event

TBD  Celebrity Bell  
	 		Ring	Day

Visit our website at Salmich.org for more information.

Please check our website 
and social media pages 
for additional holiday 
event information as it 
becomes available.

Major	Russell	Sjögren
General Secretary
Metro Detroit Area Commander
Eastern Michigan Division

Anil Kapoor

october
   19       Civic Dinner

November
5	 Coats	for	Kids	Radiothon

11		 Offical	First	Red	Kettle	Ring	Day

18	 	Metro	Red	Kettle	Kick-Off	 
   (Campus Martius)

18			 Rochester	Hills	Kettle	Kick-Off 
    (The Village)

TBD		 	Royal	Park	Event 
   


