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Barron and Polk work together to create new program for the homeless 
 

A record-breaking Red Kettle Campaign has helped make a dream a reality for 
Barron County.  We were overjoyed with the outpouring of support for Barron 
County during our Red Kettle Campaign this year.  COVID-19 made it a            
challenging year for volunteers and donors who participate in the kettle cam-
paign.  With less availability to  volunteer and less foot traffic in the stores, we 
were blessed to receive over $79,000 in donations during the campaign  That 
being said, our Director Duana Bremer said, “We are very blessed that we were 
able to exceed the goal this year and excited for what that means as we move 
forward with plans to further assist Barron County residents.” 

She was referring to a new facility that The Salvation Army in Barron is seeking to 
open to further help homeless families and individuals in need of emergency and 
transitional housing in Barron County.  We have been working for the past sever-
al months with local County officials to help secure funding to assist the rising 
need for transitional housing and emergency shelter.  We have secured funding 
from multiple sources and are currently walking through the final  steps of opening  a new facility close to the Barron/
Polk border.  The idea is to serve both Counties who have a need for this type of shelter/transitional living home. 

Bremer said, “Our area has needed this type of facility for some time now.  Last 
year, we had to turn away 101 families due to a lack of shelter space/
transitional living space.  This is a much-needed asset to our community and we 
plan to work with other local homeless programs who can make referrals for 
our transitional living space.” 

Although the intention of the new space is to serve people in transition from 
homelessness to permanent housing, we plan to have emergency shelter in-
cluded in the new program.  For those of you reading this and wanting to learn 
more about how to get involved in this project, reach out to Jacky at               
The Salvation Army for information on how to volunteer to help the renovation 
project at the new facility.  Her number is 715-529-1283.   

Donations toward the new project are being accepted at The Salvation Army in Barron County.   
Barron County Salvation Army 

PO BOX 8 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

MEMO:  Barron- Polk Shelter 
Questions can be directed to:  715-497-4438 

 

For now, follow along with updates on the progress of the new program on our Facebook page:   

The Salvation Army of Barron County 



THANK YOU for your generosity! 

Our kettle campaign has ended for the season and we are simply over-
whelmed at the generosity of the community!  We had a Red Kettle Goal 
of raising $72,000 in November and December to help fund their emer-
gency assistance vouchers for those experiencing homelessness and 
others needing heat, electric and rent assistance.  We also support milk 
vouchers for the Backpack Program in Rice Lake. We are overjoyed to 
announce that despite the global pandemic and significantly reduced 
volunteers at the kettle sites due to COVID, we had a record-breaking 
campaign.  Over $79,000 in donations have come into assist the families 
and individuals they help 
throughout the year.   

We are so thankful to those 
of you who thought of us 

even if you didn’t see a vol-
unteer bell ringer at a store.  

Many of our donations 
came in through the mail!  

 A huge thank you also goes to the people who volunteered this 
year and to those of you who put your donation in our kettles.  It 
was a different kind of year but the hearts of our volunteers and 
supporters didn’t change.  We are so thankful for each of you. 

We are hopeful that 2021’s bell ringing season will be full of vol-
unteers and full kettle sites.  Keep us in mind as a way you can 
help our programs.  We start ringing in November every year and 
go through New Years’ Eve.  www.registertoring.com opens up 
for sign ups in late summer.   

The Salvation Army of Barron County 
remains ready to help 

 

While so many things around us seem to be 

unusual, we want you to know that our ser-

vices remain available..  We recognize that we 

are facing more difficult times than we have 

seen in quite a while in our nation and The 

Salvation Army remains ready to help people 

who may need assistance.   

Many people who have never had to ask for 

help before are suddenly finding themselves in 

a position of needing help.   

We are here.  If we can’t help, we might know 

someone who can.  Please do not be afraid to 

reach out. (715-554-4928) 

 

Thank you to the Barron County Sunrise Rotary 

for helping to bell ring this year!  

Quanex building products in Rice Lake sponsored 5 
days of ringing AND provided volunteer bell ringers. 
We are so incredibly thankful to them for sponsoring 
our kettles and for volunteering. Thank you Quanex!  



If you would like to mail in a financial donation:   

Barron Count Salvation Army 

PO BOX 8 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 
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Thank you to the Knights' of Columbus Counsel #9645 assigned to 
Our Lade of Lourdes Catholic Church in Dobie, WI. They donated 

$1,000 worth of $20.00 gas cards. Pictured is Dave Librande 
presenting Salvation Army Director Duana Bremer with the gift. 

We are so thankful to the United Way Rice Lake for helping us 

help others! We appreciate your help so much!  

Your support of our programs helps us, help others 

The past year has been full of new challenges for many of us.  The 

COVID-19 pandemic seems to have impacted most of us in one way 

or another.  This past year, many people have called looking for help 

for the first time ever.  One of the common reasons for these first time 

calls for help is the example of a parent trying to balance virtual learn-

ing for their children with the need to work to support their family. 

Their children may be too young to stay home alone yet, mom and/or 

dad need to go to work to pay the rent.  

More than 200 families, and counting, in our local communities have 

come to us for  help due to financial hardship caused by the pandem-

ic.  We continue to work every day of the year to help as many people 

as we can facing hardship.  Many people call who are 

 Struggling to keep the heat on 

 Struggling to keep the lights on 

 Struggling to pay the rent 

YOU help turn their struggling around!                     

YOU make a difference! 

Did you know? 

Did you know there are hundreds of families living in our community today that are 
struggling to provide food for their children?  This basic necessity has been a struggle 
in many of our neighbors’ homes. We have seen an increase in need during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  The Salvation Army, has partnered with the backpack program 
in Rice Lake to help make backpacks complete by providing a coupon for a gallon of 
milk each week, in each and every backpack that goes out to families. 

 During the past year, the local Backpack program supported over 300 families each 
and every week, in Rice Lake Schools, by  providing a backpack full of food on the 
weekends to families who live in the district.  That’s a lot of gallons of milk!  We are 

happy to be able to help our community in this way. 

We couldn’t help without your support!  Thank you! 
 



Contact Us 
Give us a call for more 
information about how you 
can volunteer or donate to 
help in your community. 

 

The Salvation Army of 
Barron County 

PO BOX 8 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

 

715-554-4928 

 
The Mission Statement of the  

Salvation Army USA 

The Salvation Army, an internation-
al movement, is an evangelical part 
of the universal Christian Church. 
Its message is based on the Bible. 

Its ministry is motivated by the 
love of God. Its mission is to 

preach the gospel of Jesus Christ 
and to meet human needs in His 

name without discrimination. 

Salvation Army—Barron County 

PO BOX 8  

Rice Lake, WI  54868 
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Did you Know?  The 

Barron County Salvation   

Army has a Facebook 

Page?  Like us on Face-

book at The Salvation Ar-

my of Barron County to 

learn all about the fun 

events in which we  partici-

pate, volunteer opportuni-

ties, and how our organiza-

tion is working to                              

Do the Most Good! 

We could use your help! 

Throughout the year, there are multiple        
opportunities to get involved with the work of 

The Salvation Army of Barron County.  It could    
include: serving in the midst of a disaster,   

helping with a fundraiser, helping distribute Red 
Kettles, becoming a volunteer bell ringer or 

helping us open our new shelter.  However you 
want to help, we need volunteers.   

If you have questions about opportunities or 
want to learn more about what we do, reach 
out to Jacky at 715-529-1283.  Thank you for 

considering helping in this way! 


