ADVENT cONSPIRACY:

Can Christmas Still Change the World?

Advent Worship Series – Week 2
December 5, 2010
Spend Less…and free your resources for things that truly matter

	WORSHIP SERVICE OUTLINES

Each worship outline contains all elements needed for your worship service.  The order of each service presented is only a suggestion.  No doubt changes will be needed to accommodate the flow and worship style of your corps.  The outlines are flexible and allow opportunities to “cut and paste” as needed.  If you are blessed with instrumental or vocal music resources, you may find there is more structured material here than needed.  It is recommended that the headings of each section of the service be included in the bulletin.


Announcements and Offering
Call to Worship:
Every day advertisements implore us to get more from life.  Fulfillment is within our grasp—and we deserve it.  Why wait when we can have everything now?

We can buy the house of our dreams with no money down.  We can sit on our suede sectional and watch our fifty-inch flat screen.  Before going to sleep on our third new mattress in five years, we can go online to maker our interest-only mortgage payment and order the kids some cheap Christmas gifts made in China—and something for ourselves, too, so we can get free shipping.

We have been told that this is the perfect life.  We have a sensed that when we get to this point, we will be satisfied.  Yet if we spend our lives pursuing this dream, we discover that it cannot deliver on its grand promises of ease and satisfaction.  There will always be a better television, faster computer…and so the race goes on until the day we find ourselves surrounded by the latest and greatest of everything, yet feeling more alone and unhappy than ever before.  
(Advent Conspiracy, page 20-21)

	SB#104 – Come, Thou long expected Jesus,
	TB-370 – Hyfrydol
	HTD1-T14 (3 vs.)

	Additional Optional Songs

	HC#121 – Joyful, Joyful 

SB#39 – Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee


	HC-121

TB-367 - Europe


	HCD11–T11

HTD3-T11 (4 vs.)



	HC#146 – Here I am to Worship 

SB#114 – Light of the world


	HC-146

TB-653 – Here I am to Worship
	HCD13-T16

	CF#14 – Good Christian Men Rejoice
	CF-14
	No CD

	CF#17 – Angels we have heard on high
	CF-17
	No CD

	CF#22 – God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
	CF-22
	No CD


Advent Candle Lighting:
Leader:
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 
Solo 1:
An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
Solo 2:
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
Leader:
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ[a] the Lord. 
Solo 1:
This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 
Solo 2
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

Solo 1 & 2:
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."  (Luke 2: 8-14)
(Lighting of Advent candle)
Leader:
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
Solo 1:
"Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." 
Solo 2:
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.
Solo 1:
When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  

Solo 2:
But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.
Solo 1:
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
[Lighting of Advent candle]
	Drama:  A Shepherd’s Tale


	HC#180 – It was on a starry night 

SB#112 – It was on a starry night
	HC-280

TB-535 – same
	HCD16-T20

	Additional Optional Songs

	HC#140 – O Come, All Ye Faithful

SB#116 – O come, all ye faithful
	TB-496 – Adeste Fideles
	HCD12-T20

HTD3 –T1 (3 vs.)

	HC#149 – In Christ Alone

SB#861 – In Christ alone
	HC-149

TB-132
	HCD13-T19


	HC#156 – Enter In
	HC-156
	HCD14-T16

	Additional Optional Songs

	 HC#169 – Hallelujah
	HC-169
	HCD15-T19

	SB#122 – See, amid the winter’s snow
	TB-259 – same
	HTD10-T12 (4 vs.)

	HC#5 – There is a Redeemer
	HC-5
	HCD1-T5

	HC#168 – Offering – Christmas version

Substitute the following words for verse 1:

Over the skies of Bethlehem appeared a star,

While angels sang to lowly shepherds.

Three wise men seeking truth traveled from afar,

Hoping to find the child from heave.

Falling on their knees, they bowed before the humble Prince of Peace.

Chorus
	HC-168
	HCD15-T18

	HC#219 – King of Kings, Majesty

SB#376 – King of kings, majesty
	HC-219

TB-732 – same 
	HCD20-T19

	HC#220 – Incarnate
	HC-220
	HCD20-T20

	HC#226 – I Worship You
	HC-226
	HCD21-T16


Message Part 1

(This is narrative from the book, which would set up the ‘real’ sermon)

Christmas is a season of excess.  It is difficult to walk against the crowd that seems to want nothing more to “eat, drink, and be merry.”  However, as we choose to go against the cultural flow, it is important to remember that spending less on Christmas presents doesn’t mean we love our friends and family any less.  In fact, we will often find that those to whom we give creative, personal gifts will see our love—perhaps God’s—more clearly than ever before.  

“Spend less” is ambiguous.  Spend less than last year?  Spend less than my neighbor?  Spend less than the average American, who spends one thousand dollars on Christmas gifts?  Yes and no.  

How much is too much?  How can you tell when you have too much?  Who determines what you “need”?  

Begin by asking a few simple questions.  For instance, how many coats do I need?  John the Baptist says if you have two coats than you should give the second away.  I wonder—and maybe rationalize—did he mean two coats of the same style or purpose?  I have a raincoat, a ski jacket, a leather coat, an overcoat, a windbreaker, multiple sport coats, a light coat, and a heavy coat and I may have a few others.

The challenge is to balance our desires with the needs in our communities an the rest of the world.  This means that shopping will become less about entertainment and more about necessities.  It means that researching purchases may become more complicated than simply seeking the greatest value or the highest visibility.  
We must also ask what story we are telling our children.  Is it healthy to give our children whatever they want?  Does it build character?  Many of us are guilty of giving our children too much.  Many children are completely overwhelmed with gifts, the sheer volume of which distracts them from the celebration of Jesus.  
(Advent Conspiracy, pages 50-52)

Are we willing to rethink the way we use our wealth?  Do we long to rediscover the beauty of true giving?  The Judeo-Christian tradition offers clear direction about what we willingly offer back to God to use for his greater purposes.  The Hebrew Scriptures talk a great deal about giving a tithe (10% of income). While the New Testament opens the floodgates and pushes us toward boundary-busting generosity.  Reflecting on the meaning of God’s gifts to us, the apostle Paul says, “You will be made rich in everything so that your generosity will spill over in every direction.”  
(Advent Conspiracy, page 60)

	HC#123 – Shine on Us
	HC-123
	HCD11-T13

	Additional Optional Songs

	HC#156 – Enter In
	HC-156
	HCD14-T16

	SB#153 – Thou didst leave thy throne and thy kingly crown 
	TB-94 – Margaret
	HTD10 –T6 (4 vs.)

	HC#219 – King of Kings, Majesty

SB#376 – King of kings, majesty
	HC-219

TB-732 – same 
	HCD20-T19

	HC#220 – Incarnate
	HC-220
	HCD20-T20

	HC#226 – I Worship You
	HC-226
	HCD21-T16


Responsive Reading:

 

Leader:
By definition, Christians believe that the most important gifts in the world are not the things we can see and touch.  So what happens when we pursue material wealth?  
Solo 1:
In ancient times, God led the Israelites out of slavery, a brutal captivity.  God intimidated their captors with terrifying plagues, parted the Red Sea to make possible their escape, and led them by pillars of cloud and fire to a good land he had promised them.  On their journey to freedom, water burst from the rocks and manna rained daily from the sky.  How did the people respond to this remarkable provision?  They complained:  “We want meat!”  So God, in his infinite wisdom gave these ungrateful, murmuring people exactly what they asked for.


All:
Tell the people: ‘Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow, when you will eat meat. The LORD heard you when you wailed, “If only we had meat to eat! We were better off in Egypt! 
Leader:
Now the LORD will give you meat, and you will eat it.  You will not eat it for just one day, or two days, or five, ten or twenty days, but for a whole month—until it comes out of your nostrils and you loathe it—because you have rejected the LORD, who is among you, and have wailed before him, saying, “Why did we ever leave Egypt?  (Numbers 11:18-20)
Solo 1:
In these days it seems God has done the same for America.  “You want wealth?  I will give you obscene wealth—and it will lead to our destruction.”  Ralph Winter, the found of Frontier Mission Fellowship, writes:  The underdeveloped societies suffer from one set of diseases:  tuberculosis, malnutrition, pneumonia, parasites, typhoid, cholera, typhus, etc.
Leader:
Affluent America has virtually invented a whole new set of diseases:  obesity, arteriosclerosis, heart disease, stroke, lung cancer, venereal disease, cirrhosis of the liver, drug addition, alcoholism…In saving ourselves we have nearly lost ourselves.
All:
No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.  (Matthew 6:24)
Leader:
For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.  But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 
All:
People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 
Leader:
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 
All:
But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.  Fight the good fight of the faith. (1 Timothy 6:7-12)
Pastoral Prayer

Message – Spend Less
	HC#186 – When I look into your holiness
	HC-186
	HCD17-T16

	Additional Optional Songs

	HC#123 – Shine on Us
	HC-123
	HCD11–T13

	SB#124 – Silent night! Holy night! 

	TB-842 – Stille Nacht
	HTD4-T15 (3 vs.)

	HC#89 – Knowing You

SB#565 – All I once held dear,
	HC-89

TB-725 – Knowing You
	HCD7-T19

	HC#219 – King of Kings, Majesty

SB#376 – King of kings, majesty
	HC-219

TB-732 – same 
	HCD20-T19

	HC#220 – Incarnate
	HC-220
	HCD20-T20

	HC#226 – I Worship You
	HC-226
	HCD21-T16


Benediction
	HC#198 – In Jesus’ Name
	HC-198
	HCD18-T18

	Vocal Benediction Options

	HC#180 – It was on a starry night 

SB#112 – It was on a starry night
	HC-280

TB-535 – same
	HCD16-T20

	HC#260 – Go, tell it on the mountain SB#106 – Go, tell it on the mountain,


	HC-260

TB-631 – same


	HCD24-T20

HTD11-T4 (2 vs., start with chorus)


	Week #2

	DRAMA

A Shepherd’s Tale

By Martyn Scott Thomas
© Copyright 2009 by Martyn Scott Thomas. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

	Topic:
	Christmas

	Scripture:
	Luke 2:8-20

	Synopsis:
	A shepherd recounts the first Christmas.

	Characters:
	Shepherd

	Props/Costumes:
	Casual or traditional shepherd costume.

	Setting:
	Bare stage.

	Running time:
	2 minutes


Shepherd:
What gift did I bring to the manger?  I brought my sacrifice.

Sheep are important animals.  They provide wool for clothing, meat for food and, as lambs, they offer sacrifice.  The lamb is especially important at Passover, when each family is required to sacrifice a lamb, its blood bringing salvation.

As shepherds, it was our job to tend to the lambs that were used for that purpose.  Now, there were more sheep in our flock than just those used for sacrifice, but a majority were lambs.  We take our responsibilities very seriously and will protect our flock with our lives.  We consider ourselves to be brave men and not easily frightened.  Until that night.

Normally only a couple of us stay awake during the night, and this was the case on that night.  Jed and I had the duties and all was pretty quiet.  Then just around the midnight watch, everything changed.

A single angel, a flash of light and all of a sudden, everybody was awake and trembling.  I’d like to say it was from the cold, but for the first time in our lives, we were truly frightened.  But as the angel spoke, a peace came over us.  And once the multitude appeared, praising God, we were filled with joy and expectancy.

As we rushed off to town to see this baby they had proclaimed, we took with us the only thing we could think of taking – a lamb.  If indeed God was sending a Savior, a promise of salvation, we wanted to be sure we brought an acceptable offering.

We were not disappointed with what we found, and it was just as the angel had told us.  As we arrived at the stable, we found the baby wrapped in cloths, lying in a manger.  We were in awe!  We slowly approached and knelt before this holy child and laid our sacrifice before him – a lamb given to the one who would bring salvation to the world.


 [Blackout]

ADVENT cONSPIRACY:

Can Christmas Still Change the World?

Advent Sermon – Week 2
December 5, 2010
Spend Less…and free your resources for things that truly matter

Text:  Matthew 25:31-46; Acts 20:35

So did you contemplate what was shared with us last week about the kind of Christmas you’re going to have?  Have you decided what Christmas will be like for you?  Will this one be something special, or will it simply pass you by and you’ll be glad when January comes and you can get back to normal?  For you, will Christmas be…

· Frantic or thoughtful?
· Grumpy or joy-filled?
· Selfish or selfless?
· About me or about others?
· Giving or getting?
· Sacred or secular?
· Jesus, Joseph, and Mary or Frosty, Rudolph, and the Grinch?
· A “gifts at huge expense” Christmas or a “thoughtful gifts selected and given with real care” kind of Christmas?
· An “I’ll be glad when it’s all over” Christmas or a “Jesus is the reason for the season” Christmas, where worship and service and giving and sharing are at the heart of it all and are demonstrated plainly in all you do during these sacred days?
How many of you are going to purchase gifts for family and friends this year?  Then this is a sermon directed pointedly to you—not to induce guilt, but to induce some thought and care and sensitivity during this season.  Who told you that you have to do it like you always did it before?  Who suggested to you that you can’t take the Christmases as they were and turn this one into something new and special and wonderful and meaningful and inspiring?  Who told you Christmas has to be a blessing to YOU when it’s actually about YOU being a blessing to others?  Huh?

Any grandparents in the house?  What do you want to teach your grandkids by the gifts you give them?

Any parents going to wrap up something for their kids to put under the tree this year?  What do you want them to learn about Christmas that they wouldn’t otherwise learn if it weren’t for that gift or those gifts?

And what about the aunts and uncles and cousins and neighbors and godparents and work colleagues?  Why are you going to buy them something?  And what do you want them to know about you and about them because you give them a gift?

The theme for today condenses into two simple words:  Spend Less.  You might prefer to adjust that thought a bit:  How about “Spend thoughtfully”… or “spend carefully”… or “spend to honor Jesus and to bless the recipient”?

Illustration:  Someone created a moment of annoyance for me this week.  And in that moment I understood why this week’s lesson is vital to those of us who live in America.  He confirmed why we need to check our consumerist attitudes and spending.  Let me ask you and see what you think:  Do we really need a men’s and ladies’ fragrance named “True Religion”?  What does that have to say about our society?

I want my gift-giving this year to honor Christ because I give in honor of the season…his birth, his promised coming, celebrating his life giving for me!  Christmas will be wonderful when you and I get the balance right:  Balancing our personal desires with those of our families and friends and community and world.

How about spending half what you spent on gifts last year and giving the other half towards the corps food pantry or youth ministries or community outreach programs?

How about foregoing gifts altogether and giving the money instead towards clean, fresh water in a village in Africa or a school in Sri Lanka, in the name of or in honor of a loved one?

How about giving gifts that are selected and purchased and given with real thought and with meaningful prayer so that God’s blessing goes along with the joy of giving!

How about taking Angel Tree tags from the tree and buying gifts for your kids and then buying a second of each thing for a child you’ll never know but who receives a gift from our Christmas toy shop a few weeks from now?

How about filling your family’s stockings and doubling up, again for someone you know—or someone you don’t?!

Simply put, how about spending less on you and your family and friends—who so often don’t want or need what we give!—and using those gifts or that money in some other God-honoring way?  Then let your family and friends know what you’ve done so that they know that Christ is the reason for your Christmas!

Illustration:  I asked the kettle workers this week which character they like best from the Christmas story.  And their immediate, corporate reply was:  Which Christmas story?  Even when I gave the emphasis about The Christmas story, they answered with the little drummer boy and the boy who wanted a Red Rider BB gun!  Confirmation that we still have work to do!  THE story of Christmas is the story of Jesus!  But don’t assume that the people in your life know that!  Aren’t you desperate for people to know the central character of all this?

Look into the eyes of the kettle workers, the hungry, thirsty, lonely, poorly-clothed, sick, people in prison, “oddball” on the street.  What do you see in their eyes?  In their faces?  In their demeanor?  The irrelevance of their station (that they are low and lost and impoverished)?  Or do we see the grandeur of royalty in them?  Can we look beyond the stained clothes or the poor speech or the strange ways and see the face of Christ himself?  Do you even care what’s behind the blank stare?  Are there any more powerful words than “I don’t care”?  You may not think those words… you may not say those words… but maybe your actions speak the sentiment like a fog horn!

Time to live out Scrooge’s sentiments at the end of A Christmas Carol…I do care!  I do care!  About Bob Cratchett and his family, especially tiny Tim!  About Nephew Fred and his wife.  And for you and me, we want to shout, “I care about the lost, the lonely, the poor, the hurting, the sad, the bereaved, the sin-filled, the weak, the smelly, the least and lowly.  I do care!  Of course I care!  For Jesus’ sake and for their sake I care!  And here’s how I’ll show it!”

I’ll spend less so I can share more…!
I’ll eat less so someone else can eat more…!
I’ll concentrate less on my wants and more about the needs of others.
I’ll panic less about the price of the gift and care a lot more about the love behind it!

What are you going to do so that people experience Jesus this Christmas through you?  What are you going to do so that when they hear these words, they’ll believe them because they see it’s alive in you:  
“I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people…a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.”

Take a clue from what Jesus says about “The Sheep and the Goats”:  Matthew 25:31-46

31”When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another (naughty or nice?) as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.

34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’

37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’

40 “The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’

41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’

44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’

45 “He will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’  46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”
i

