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Worship and Preaching 
Statement of Faith  

“As an educational enterprise of the Church of the 
Nazarene, we pursue truth in order to glorify the God and 

the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:  praying for the coming 
of the Spirit; remembering the promise of Scripture and 

tradition; keeping our hearts faithfully attuned to the voice 
of God; and being thoughtfully, acutely, and critically 

engaged.”  2002-2004 Catalog.  Bourbonnais, IL:  Olivet 
Nazarene University. 

 

 
Professor of Record: Lt. Colonel Dan Jennings, M.Th 
Phone:  314-646-3000 
Email:              dan_jennings@usc.salvationarmy.org 
Mailing Address: 1130 Hampton Ave. St. Louis, MO. 63139 
 
Instructor:  Major Lesa Davis 
Email:   lesa_davis@usc.salvationarmy.org  
 
Course Description/Overview  

This course explores the nature of worship and preaching in terms of theology, 
historical development and practice.  The components and dynamics of worship 
are examined with particular attention given to the practice of preaching, the use 
of technology, the planning of the worship experience and role of 
ministry/response in worship. Particular attention will be given to preaching and 
worship in the context The Salvation Army and the students local ministry 
context.   

 

Course Materials     
TEXTBOOK/REQUIRED READING 
 
Schmit, C. J. (2009). Sent and gathered: A worship manual for the missional church. 

Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic.  
 
Van Dyk, L. (2005). A more profound alleluia: Theology and worship in harmony. Grand 

Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans Pub.  
 
Webber, R. (2008). Ancient-future worship: Proclaiming and enacting God's narrative. 

Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books. 
 
Other reading material will be provided in class by instructors. 
 
RECOMMENDED READING: 
Robinson, H. W. (1980). Biblical preaching: The development and delivery of expository 

messages. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House.  
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Wright, C. J. (2010). The mission of God's people: A biblical theology of the church's 

mission. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.  
 
Learning Objectives___________________________________ 
 
Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to: 
 

1. Demonstrate the ability to articulate a biblical theology of worship  
2. Plan and lead worship in a manner that reflects the above theological 

articulation  
3. Evaluate worship elements including songs, liturgy and content to ensure 

theological soundness and practical usability   
4. Develop skills that will be useful in identifying and evaluating the 

effectiveness of each element of the worship service 
5. Think theologically regarding the place and purpose of preaching in the 

worship service  
6. Identify and explore ways to effectively use technology in preaching and 

worship 
7. Apply learned concepts to local ministry context 

 

Learning Outcomes 
 
The following outcomes are expected of each student for this course: 

1. Students will gain a broad knowledge of the theological development of 
worship and will be able to articulate that knowledge in a way that is clear 
and concise.  (Objective #1) 

2. Students will gain knowledge of the historical meanings and value of 
various church practices, architecture, technologies and major 
developments of the Church. This knowledge will be demonstrated through 
the completion of post seminar assignment #2. (Objective #1)  

3. Students will be able to plan a worship service in such a way as to 
effectively communicate biblical, doctrinal and theological truths. (Objective 
#2 & #3)  

4. Students will gain knowledge and understanding of the value of innovative 
preaching delivery and its overall value to the presentation of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. (Objective #4) 

5. The student will develop the ability to self-critique their preaching and seek 
to make improvements in style, delivery and effectiveness. (Objective #4 & 
#5)  
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6. Students will demonstrate the ability to effectively incorporate technology 
into their overall worship planning and as a support to worship and 
preaching. (Objective #6) 

7. Students will reflect on particular areas of technology and its effect on 
preaching and worship as well as the effect of preaching and worship on 
technology.  (Objective #6) 
 

Course Assignments 
 
Undergraduate Students (Pre-Seminar Assignments) 
 

Sermon Review. Students will record themselves preaching a sermon, 
preferably in their own ministry context (corps or institution) within 90 days of 
the first day of the seminar. Sermons should capture enough of the preacher 
for the instructors and fellow students to see body language and interaction 
with congregation. The videos will be presented in class and critiqued by the 
instructors as well as fellow students. The videos should be available on the 
first day of class and should be accessible online, on portable media storage 
device or on an individual student’s laptop (laptop should be equipped with a 
VGA output).  
1. Reflection Paper. [10 points]  A 1-3 page paper is due on the first day of 

the seminar. This paper should reflect on areas of your current ministry 
(Objectives #2 and 6). A description of the student’s current role in 
worship planning and leading. This is intended to be from the student’s 
own perspective and will not require any research material to be included 
in the work. The paper should including: 

• A description of any technology you utilize in your 
preaching/worship  

• A description of the current process you use for worship planning 
• A description of what tools are used to aid preaching 

2. Case Study 1. [10 points] Read the Case Study on Prayer which will be 
provided upon registration for the Worship & Preaching class: Write a 
minimum 750 word reflection upon: a response to one theological issue 
from the case study and a response to one practical issue from the case 
study. The response should offer an approach which is consistent with 
Wesleyan doctrine and Salvation Army practices. 

 
In connection with your recorded sermon(s), (listed separately in syllabus) develop a 
multimedia presentation to support and use during your sermon. Load this multimedia 
presentation on your laptop or portable media and bring the presentation to class to 
share. You may use one of the resources below to develop your presentation. If the 
media you choose to use requires a subscription or the media has a cost to download, 
you may use official funds from your appointment to fund the expense. The total 
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expense related to download the subscription should not exceed $100.  Possible 
resources may include but not limited to: 
   

• Worship House Media 
• Sermon Spice 
• Bluefish TV 
• Highway Video 

• Midnight Oil Productions 
• Vertical Sky Productions 
• Tangle.com 
• Eleven72 

• Church Media 
• Beamer Films 
• Cross Walk 

 
In Class Assignment (Class participation will be worth up to 5 points of your 
grade) 
 
1. Case Study 2. [10 points] Read the assigned case study which will be provided at 
the beginning of the seminar and be prepared to discuss:  

• one theological issue from the case study 
• one practical issue from the case study 
• A pastoral response to the case study 

The response should offer an approach which is consistent with Wesleyan doctrine and 
Salvation Army practices. Responses will be presented on Thursday during the seminar 
week [presentation date subject to change based on progress of the class and other 
factors] (Objective #5). 
 
2. Song Review. [10 points] Using the Song Review Worksheet provided during the 
seminar, choose one song used during the various seminar devotions to review and 
discuss in class. Please note that the Song Review Worksheet forms are protected by 
copyright and used by express permission of the author.   
 
Students will need to have access to both the SA Song Book and Hallelujah Choruses 
(print or electronic version) during the seminar. 
 
Post-Seminar Assignments 
 

1. Technological Paper. [15 points, due Monday, October 2, 2017] This paper has 
two major sections and will be approximately 1,500 words:  
a) Reflect, using concepts gained in the course to reflect on what 

technologies are currently being used in your worship services. Discuss 
how your approach to these technologies have been confirmed and/or 
changed as a result of your experience in this course. A direct connection 
should be demonstrated to in class material in the reflection.  (no less 
than 750 words) 

b) Select one of the technologies discussed in the course to research, 
describe its impact on worship and/or preaching and conversely if worship 
and/or preaching has had an impact on the technology. This paper should 
have references to assigned class material as well as evidence of 
research of material not used in the course.  (no less than 750 words)  

2. Theological Reflection Paper. [15 points, due Monday October 2, 2017] Write 
a paper reflecting theologically on topics covered in the course. Students should 
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be careful to engage class material in the reflection including: assigned texts, 
lecture notes and other materials presented in the class. In addition other outside 
materials should be engages as well. The paper should rehearse concepts 
gained from the course and apply that learning to the local ministry context.   The 
format of the assignment should use one of the following three options: 1) 
Worship, 2) Teaching or 3) Ministry. The section chosen should be clearly 
identified in the student’s work. (no less than 1,000  and no more than 2,000 
words). Please note the additional detail regarding this assignment below: 

• Option 1: Write a personal theological reflection paper on insights you 
gained from the material covered in the Worship section of the course. In 
this paper you might consider focusing on the role of music, drama, 
visuals and readings in the worship service, or you might choose biblical 
themes that inform worship. Appended to the paper should be an 
annotated sample worship service that includes elements informed by the 
theological reflection discussed in the paper. Any songs referenced in 
your work should be reviewed using the song review sheet provided in the 
course. The sheet should has some comments included in the comment 
section. Additional comments may be rehearsed in your paper.  (Objective 
#5) 

• Option 2: Write a personal theological reflection paper on insights gained 
from the Teaching section of the course. In this paper you might consider 
focusing on the role of scripture, preaching, doctrine and the Logos in 
your worship services. Your reflection will need to be compared or 
contrasted to the concepts of one or more of the authors of the assigned 
texts. (Objective #5) 

• Option 3: Write a personal theological reflection paper on insights gained 
during the Ministry section of the course. In this paper you might consider 
focusing on the altar call, calls to action or other missional activity. There 
should be clear engagement with the assigned text from the course in this 
paper. (Objective #5) 

 
3. Final Project or Paper [45 points, due Monday, October 2, 2017]. The 

summative work of this course will be planning and implementing a four-week 
creative worship series using the ideas and concepts presented during the 
course. This assignment is due by Monday, October 2, 2017. Special emphasis 
should be given to use of media in worship and in the sermon(s), preparation, 
and inclusion of congregation members in the worship service. Each of the 
planned services should reflect the three phase model of worship planning 
explored during the course. Sermons must be original and should show evidence 
of research and good use of application and delivery technique (Objectives #1-
6). As a demonstration of the completion of this project, students will submit the 
following: 

• Meeting outlines. For each of the four worship services in the series 
please submit the appropriate meeting outline (printed bulletin or 
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PowerPoint® depending on your typical practice). (5 points) 
• Sermons Series. For each of the four services please submit your 

sermons – manuscripts are preferred, but extended outlines will be 
accepted. One of the four sermons must be recorded and submitted as a 
part of the final project. It is preferred that recorded sermons be accessed 
online i.e. Drobox®. Sermons may be copied to portable media device i.e. 
thumb drive. Please do not email recorded sermons owing to the file 
space required for email. The series should be connected by scripture, 
biblical theme or biblical character. (10 points) 

• Song Review Worksheet. Students will submit four Song Review 
worksheets, one each for the four worship services. Each review sheet 
should critique one song used in that week’s service. (5 points) 

• Learning Summary. Write a summary paper rehearsing what has been 
learned in the course and during the final project. Describe specific ways 
what has been learned has been incorporated into both planning and 
participating in preaching and worship in your ministry context. This paper 
should be a minimum of 1,500 words. (25 points) 

-Or- 
Alternate Final Project. [45 points, due Monday, October 2, 2017] Write a 
minimum 5,000 word paper titled “My Theology and Practices of Worship.” This 
assignment is designed to help you pull together ideas developed throughout the 
seminar; additional research and reading will be necessary (Objectives #1-6). 
There will be four sections in the core of this paper: 

• Theology – what you believe about the content, structure and style of 
worship from a theological perspective 

• Pastoral Strategy – an assessment, in light of your theology, of your 
current worship context (corps or institution) and how you might 
encourage a more profound encounter with God through corporate 
worship. You may want to ask yourself what it is you want the audience to 
do or think differently as a result of worship.   

• Practical Consideration – Describe how your approach to planning, 
preparation and leading of worship has transformed as a result of this 
course.  

• Summary – Summarize what you learned in the course that you did not 
know pervious to your participation in it.  

The student should make a direct link between these three sections. You could use the 
same basic outline in each section. For example, if you should choose a discussion of 
worship, teaching and ministry in the theology section, then you could do the same in 
the other two sections. The paper should critically engage each of the assigned texts, 
material provided/covered during the seminar, as well as other material students have 
engaged independently. Materials should be specifically engaged and cited in the 
paper. Students should be mindful of the desired outcomes of the course and 
demonstrate throughout the paper a grasp of these outcomes. 
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Note on Assignment Submission: Please follow the following format when submitting 
assignments electronically. Files names should be saved as: Student’s first initial, last 
name, assignment name, and year. Example: d Jennings Final Project 2017. 
 
No student will receive a passing grade for this course without completion of the post-
seminar assignment. 
 
Assignment Overview 
Pre Seminar Assignments 
Sermon Review & Reflection Paper 5 points, due on the first day of class 
Case Study 1 5 points, due on the first day of class 
In Seminar Assignments 
In Seminar Assignment 1. Case Study 2 5 points 
In Seminar Assignment 2. Song Sheet 
Reviews 

5 points 

In Class Participation 5 points 
Post Seminar Assignments 
Technology Paper  15 points, due October 2, 2017 
Theological Reflection Paper 15 Points, due October 2, 2017 
Final Project or Paper 45 points, due October 2, 2017 

Meeting outlines 5 
Sermon Series 10 
Song Reviews 5 
Learning summary 25 

Address for assignments: 
dan_jennings@usc.salvationarmy.org  
   
Postal Address: 
Lt. Colonel Dan Jennings 
1130 Hampton Ave 
St. Louis, MO 63139 

   
Graduate Students Additional Assignments 
 

1. Teaching Series. [50 points, due Monday, October 2, 2017] The graduate 
student will develop a six part teaching series on worship for soldiers and 
attendees of The Salvation Army corps to which you are appointed. 
Documentation should include complete teacher notes, student handouts and six 
power point presentations.  

2. Evaluation. [10 points, due Monday, October 2, 2017] At the conclusion of your 
presentation, prepare and submit an evaluation that includes: who participated, 

mailto:dan_jennings@usc.salvationarmy.org
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what went well, what you would do differently if given the opportunity, what you 
learned from the experience. (approximately 1,000 to 2,000 words)  

3. Book Report.  [40 points, due Monday, October 2, 2017] Write a report on a 
book of your choosing.  Rationale should be given for the choice of the book 
being reviewed.  Care should be given to relate the book to subject matter 
covered in the class. Illustrate where the book being reviewed agrees, disagrees 
or offers alternatives to concepts covered in the course. (Provided the student 
covers all of the requisite points in this assignment there is not a specific word 
requirement or limit.)   
  

 
Due Dates 
The due dates for all Post-Seminar Assignments for both undergraduate and graduate 
work are noted above. Any item not otherwise noted is due by midnight on Monday, 
October 2, 2017 
 
Attendance, Participation, and Tardy Policy 
As you are aware, the School of Graduate and Continuing Studies is required to closely monitor 
the attendance of all learners enrolled in our programs. It is very important that the student 
attend every hour of instruction. Attendance is taken in the morning and afternoon. Students 
may not miss more than three hours of instruction and receive full credit for the course – and 
only with prior approval of Director of SACEP, Professor of Record and instructor.  
 
All absences should be reported to Professor of Record.  
 
Instructors will address tardiness on an individual basis. Learners are expected to arrive for 
class on time and remain for the entire four hour period 
 
Participation is not the same as attendance. Participation requirements are determined by the 
instructor and may include prohibitions against non-class related use of computer or phone 
during class. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY — (SCHOOL OF GRADUATE & CONTINUING STUDIES) 
Academic violations and dishonesty are defined as deception of others about one's own 
work or about the work of another. Examples of academic violations include, but are 
not limited to: 

1. Submitting another's work as one's own or allowing another to submit one's work 
as though it were his or hers.  

2. Failure to properly acknowledge authorities quoted, cited, or consulted in the 
preparation of written work (plagiarism). All work submitted by a learner must 
represent the learner's original work. Outside sources used as references should 
reveal the name and source and the extent to which the source is used.  

3. The use of a textbook or notes during an examination without permission of the 
facilitator.  

4. The receiving or giving of unauthorized help on assignments.  
5. Submitting for credit borrowed or purchased papers.  
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6. Unauthorized multiple submissions of papers.  
7. Defacing or unauthorized removal of course materials or equipment from 

classrooms, offices, or the library.  
8. Dishonesty in reporting completion of reading assignments.  
9. Signing the roll for someone who is not present in class.  
10. Tampering with experimental data to obtain a "desired" result or creating results 

for experiments not conducted.  
11. Tampering with or destroying the work of others.  
12. Lying about academic matters.  
13. Falsifying college records, forms, or other documents.  
14. Unauthorized access of computer systems or files.  
15. Violating copyright of any form of media. 

Learners who are guilty of academic violations can expect to be penalized. A course 
facilitator whose definition of cheating may differ from that stated above has the 
responsibility and obligation to so inform the learners, in writing, at the beginning of the 
course. Those facilitators who fail to do so have no basis for disciplinary action in 
instances of purported learner dishonesty outside of the above provisions. 
The course facilitator has the authority to deal with instances of academic dishonesty 
within the following guidelines: 

1. Courses of action may include, but are not limited to, the following:  
• Work may not be redone, and no credit is given for that particular assignment. Alternative 

assignments may be given for full or partial credit.  
• The learner may be dismissed from the university. 

2. Course facilitators must report any incident of violation of the policy on academic 
integrity to the Dean for Graduate and Continuing Studies. Following two reports 
against a particular learner, action is initiated that may lead to dismissal of the 
learner from the University.  

3. The learner has the right to appeal action under this policy through the regular 
channels as established by the grade-appeals process. 

 
Grading System 
Undergraduate Courses 
A          94-100   A- 90-93.9%  B+ 87-89.9 
B 83 -86.9  B- 80 -82.9  C+ 77-79.9  C 73 – 76.9 
C- 70 -72.9  D+ 67-69.9  D 63 – 66.9  D - 60-62.9 
F           <60 
 
A = Excellent Performance; outstanding, thoughtful responses, willing to self-evaluate. Open to 
others’ perspectives and opinions; engages in a thoughtful and respectful manner within areas 
of disagreement. Student brings experience, outside sources and personal insights to 
discussions, activities and projects.  There is evidence of careful attendance to assignments; 
neat and creative presentations (written or oral). Student attends to time frames given for 
presentations and assignments.  
B = Above Average Performance is above average in all areas; outstanding in some ways;  
C = Satisfactory: Performance is generally acceptable; needs to improve in some areas 
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D = Marginal: Performance lacking in many areas; barely meets minimum requirements 
F = Unsatisfactory performance 
 
Graduate Courses  
A          94-100   A 90-93.9%  B+  87-89.9 
B 83 -86.9  B 80 -82.9  C+  77-79.9   
C  73 – 76.9  C 70 -72.9  F <70   
 
A - Superior Graduate Work 
B - Satisfactory Graduate Work 
C - Below Average 
F – Failing 
  
Late Policy 
A due date for each assignment is provided with the assignment description, course 
requirements and on the course schedule.  In order for the student to receive feedback, it is 
essential that the assignment be turned in on time. If an emergency arises preventing the turning 
in of the assignment on the due date, contact with the assigning instructor must be made prior to 
the due date for consideration of extension of due date. This emergency provision is only good 
for one assignment.  For all other late assignments, the grade will be dropped by a half letter 
grade each week.  (Example: A to an A-).  
 
Course Overview – Daily Schedule* 
*Please note that the contents of the schedule will not change, however, the class times may be 
revised due to availability of instructors. 
 
Monday: 
1:00 – 2:45  Course Orientation and Theology of Worship      
2:45 – 3:00  Break 
3:00 – 4:45   Theology of Worship 
 
Tuesday: 
8:00 – 8:15  Class Devotions 
8:15-9:45  Worship Singing and Reading 
9:50 – 10:05   Break 
10:05 – 11:00   Worship Expressed Through the Arts 
11:05 – 11:45  United Devotions  
1:00 – 2:45  Worship Expressed in Sacred Space 
2:45 – 3:00   Break 
3:00 – 4:45  Worship Planning 
 
Wednesday: 
8:00 – 8:15   Class Devotions  
8:15 – 9:50   Theology of Teaching 
9:50 – 10:05   Break 
10:05 – 11:00   The Living Word 
11:05 – 11:45  Untied Devotions 
1:00 – 1:55  The Call to Preach 
1:55 – 2:45             Preaching Presentations (part 1) 
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2:45 – 3:00   Break 
3:00 – 4:45  Preaching Presentations (part 2) 
 
Thursday: 
8:00 – 8:15  United Devotions  
8:15 – 9:50   Missional Theology 
9:50 – 10:05   Break 
10:05 – 11:00    Ministry of Sending  
11:05 – 11:45  United Devotions 
1:00 – 2:45  Patterns of Sending 
2:45 – 3:00   Break 
 
Friday: 
8:00 – 8:15  Class Devotions 
8:15 – 9:50  Preaching In A Shifting Culture 
9:50 – 10:05  Break 
10:05 – 11:05  Putting It All Together 
11:05 – 11:45  Wrap-up Session 
11:45    SACEP ends  
  
 
Policy on Returning Assignments to Students:  
The SACEP policy requires faculty to return assignments within thirty (30) days after the 
assignment is due, or if late – 30 days after submission. 
 
APA GUIDELINES 
All students are expected to follow APA guidelines in submitting work. 

 
Access the School of Graduate and Continuing Studies Student Success Website for help 
with APA formatting, citations, and references. 
Go to http://my.olivet.edu 
Type your User Name and Password. 

Locate the Home tab. Click on “SGCS.” 
Locate the Student Support tab at the top of the page and click on “Tools for Success.” 
On the bottom of the Student Success Resource Center team page, click on “Click here 
for the Student Success Site Directory 

The bottom left of the Academic Strategies tab has links for APA formatting, rules for citations 
and references, frequently made errors, APA resources, and Benner Library. An APA sample 
paper is included. 
From the Student Success Resource Center team page, you may also access APA resources 
on the left hand side of the page under Academic Strategies or the right hand side of the page 
under Academic Strategies Home. 
 
References 
The following sources were used in the formation of this course: 
 
All the best songs of praise & worship more contemporary favorites. (2011). Kansas 

City, MO: Lillenas Publishing.  

http://my.olivet.edu/
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Robinson, H. W. (1980). Biblical preaching: The development and delivery of expository 

messages. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House.  
The Salvation Army Hallelujah Choruses. (Vol. 1-120). (n.d.). Chicago, IL: The 

Salvation Army.  
 
Schmit, C. J. (2009). Sent and gathered: A worship manual for the missional church. 
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Appendices (rubrics) 
 
 
Pre Seminar Assignments 
Sermon Review & Reflection Paper 5 points 
Case Study 1 5 points 
In Seminar Assignments 
In Seminar Assignment 1. Case Study 2 5 points 
In Seminar Assignment 2. Song Sheet 
Reviews 

5 points 

In Class Participation 5 points 
Post Seminar Assignments 
Technology Paper  15 points 
Theological Reflection Paper 15 Points 
Final Project or Paper 45 points 
Total 100 Points 
 
 
Additional Assignments (Masters Credit) Grading Element 
Teaching Series 50 Points 
Evaluation 10 Points 
Book Report 40 Points 
Total 100 Points 
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Course Title 
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Assignment Name 
Assignment Number 

Submitted by (Your Name) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Olivet Nazarene University 
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Date submitted 
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