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Serenity Home: 7 years of service means time to do some updates 
 
If you haven’t stopped by Serenity Home in a while, you should plan to soon!  
The shelter has been receiving many donations for updating some of rooms 
which we really needed.  Serenity Home has been open for 7 years and has 
served many, many homeless people in that time.  The Shelter has served as 
a place for individuals to re-start their lives, gain confidence and begin a path 
toward independence.  In that time, our furniture that we had when we started 
has been well used and is definitely in need of some upgrades.  Thanks to 
Board Member Desi Anderson and her creativity along with the great dona-
tions, we are on our way toward making some improvements.  Of course, help 
is always needed and if you would like to help spruce the place up a bit, 
please call Christie at the Shelter 715-485-1221. Along with making some up-
dates with dressers, furniture and more, the Shelter is in need of volunteers 
who would be willing to help with some tasks including: painting, maintenance 
and more.  Please call us if you or your service group would be interested in 
helping in this way. 
 
As Serenity Home has been busy serving the homeless population in Polk 

County, many of our churches have come forward and have been providing home cooked meals to our residents.  As a part of 
the program at Serenity Home, residents are encouraged to eat their evening meal together each night.  That meal is provid-
ed by a community group or church.  This time has served as a real blessing to the residents at Serenity Home and has been 
a blessing to those who choose to serve in this way.  We have more room for people to help in this.  Please consider helping 
to feed the residents of Serenity Home by providing an evening meal once a month.  This meal can be very meaningful and 
often on exit, our residents tell us that the evening meal was the best part of their stay at Serenity Home.  If you would like to 
learn more about how this program works, please call the shelter.  There is an average of 17 people that stay at Serenity 
Home at any given time. 

Thank you Hope Church Volunteers for taking the 
time to come and paint and visit with our residents 
this summer!  We appreciate you! 

Celebrate Christmas at Serenity Home!   

Join us December 6th for a Holiday Open House. 

If you have never visited Serenity Home, now is the time.  December 6th from 

noon until 3pm we will be opening up the doors and inviting you all in for tours, 

Christmas cookies and refreshments.  Stop by and see us!  We would love to 

show you, our donors, volunteers, bell ringers and the public what your support 

when you donate or volunteer for the Salvation Army in Polk County.  Come take 

a look around and see what we have going on at Serenity Home.  There will be 

lots of information available and bell ringing information and sign ups available 

too.  We would love for you to come and see all the good you are doing by sup-

porting the Salvation Army in Polk County.  We can’t wait to see you!  Bring your 

friends and family too!  The more people who know, the more we will be able to 

Do the Most Good in Polk County! 



Did you Know?  The Polk County 

Salvation Army has a     Facebook Page?  

Like us on      Facebook at Polk County       

Salvation Army to learn all about the fun 

events we participate in, volunteer op-

portunities, and how our organization is 

working to Do the Most Good! 

Red Kettle Campaign fast approaching, sign up to ring today! 

The Holidays are fast approaching and for the Salvation Army that means the Red Kettle Campaign will begin.  The 
Red Kettle Campaign is the most important fundraiser of the year.  It is the way that we are able to continue to serve 

families and individuals who are struggling to make ends meet. 
Struggling to stay housed, or keep the lights on and the increase in 
demand for this help has been overwhelming.  If you have ever 
thought “I wish I could help”, volunteering to ring the bell this 
Christmas season is a great way to start!  

By signing up to ring for a two hour shift, you can truly change 
someone’s life.  The money raised from our Red Kettle Campaign 
during the Christmas Season is how we support those in need in 
our community.   The Salvation Army remains ready to help with: 
rent assistance, utilities, transportation and medical assistance to 
families and individuals.  90% of every dollar that goes into a Red 
Kettle in Polk County, stays in Polk County to help our friends and 
neighbors in need.   

Of course, to have people donate to the kettle, you have to have 
the volunteer willing to stand by a kettle with a bell.  This holiday season, wouldn’t it be a miracle if we could fill every 
day with a volunteer so no kettle would go without a Bell Ringer!  If we work together, we really can “Do the Most 
Good” in our community by serving those in the most need.   

Please consider volunteering.  Your efforts will help hundreds of people by just donating a couple hours of your time.  
To sign up to ring visit: www.ringbells.org or call Serenity Home Shelter at 715-485-1221 or Angela at 715-497-4438.  
If you belong to a church or a civic group or another organization, consider taking the “Just One Day” challenge.  Try 
and take a whole day at a kettle stand and fill the time slots with your organizations members.  Have some fun with it!  
Start a new tradition!  Remember that your efforts really do go a long way in helping those in need.  And, while you’re 
at the kettle, don’t forget to post a picture of yourself on our Facebook Page Polk County Salvation Army and encour-
age others to ring too!  

Thank you Golfers and Volunteers! 

The first annual Birdies for Backpacks fundraiser 

held at the Luck Golf Course was a great suc-

cess!  It was an absolutely perfect day to golf and 

we were able to raise almost $7,000 to help the 

BackPack Program.  Thank you again to every-

one who supported this great event! 

SAVE THE DATE:  JANUARY 16th, VOLUNTEER FAIR IN POLK COUNTY at Unity School from 

10:00am until 2:00 pm.  Plan to Attend and Learn all about the opportunities that are available 

right in our own community!! 

http://www.ringbells.org


R&D Catering/Ready Randy’s to host  

12
th

 Annual Silent Auction/Wine & Cocktail Tasting 

One of our favorite fundraising events is coming soon!  Join 
us November 21st at Ready Randy’s in New Richmond for 
the 12th Annual Wine Tasting event.  This event has been a 
very popular and fun event in year’s past and has been a 
successful fundraiser for Grace Place and Serenity Home 
Shelters.  Over the past 12 years, this event has helped to 
raise dollars that went directly toward helping Grace Place 
and Serenity Home provide emergency housing for our 
struggling friends and neighbors in our communities. Resi-
dents at the shelters typically stay an average of three 
months - during which time staff and volunteers provide the 
tools and moral support they need to reach their individual 
goals. These goals include finding employment and obtaining 
necessary medical attention, as well as learning valuable 
skills necessary to maintain independence. Clients are en-
couraged to find permanent housing in the communities in 
which they work. Last year Grace Place Shelter was able to 
provide 14,438 peaceful nights sleep and Serenity Home 
provided 5,425 nights of rest.  Along with that countless indi-
viduals were able to obtain gainful employment and secure 
permanent housing.  It is because of our donors we are able 
to continue to serve the community in this way.  
So, gather up some friends and join us November 21st from 
6:00 pm until 9:00 pm. And come out to support the shelters.  
There will be wine and cocktail samples, appetizers, desserts 
and more.  Plus a silent auction, raffles and more ways to 
have fun all while helping the Homeless in your community.  
You will also be able to enjoy music by “The Rick’s and 
Gravel Road”.   
Tickets are available for the event in advance for $25 at: 
Ready Randy’s in New Richmond, B&J Hardware in Somer-

set, Family Fresh 
in New Richmond 
and Grace Place 
in Somerset or 
Serenity Home in 
Balsam Lake.  
Tickets will also 
be available at the 
door for $30. 

If your business is 
so inclined, you 
can also decide to 

sponsor the event at various levels of support.  A platinum 
sponsorship is $750 and includes 12 free tickets, a Gold 
sponsorship is $500 and includes 8 tickets, a Silver is $250 
and includes 4 tickets and a Bronze sponsor is $125 and in-
cludes 2 tickets. 

If you would like to donate items for the silent auction or raf-
fle, become a sponsor of the event or if you have questions, 
please contact Jackie at 715-246-4446 ext.3 

  

2015 Shop with a Cop event a Success! 

Many local children 

were able to benefit 

from the wonderful 

officers from multi-

ple law enforcement 

agencies from 

around Polk County 

who decided that 

helping children get 

new school items 

was important.  All 

the officers who 

participated in this 

program volun-

teered their time to help these kids pick out some things 

needed to start their school year off right.  This very pop-

ular Salvation Army sponsored event helps children who 

are in need but also helps to build trusting relationships 

and positive influences between the children and law 

enforcement.  All who attended had a fantastic time!  

Special thanks go to Kathy Poirer and Jill Stoffell from 

the Salvation Army Advisory Board for organizing this 

great event this year! 

Thank you Officers and Volunteers! 

UPDATED NEEDS LIST: 

SERENITY HOME SHELTER IS IN NEED OF SUPPLIES 

IF YOU CAN HELP PLEASE DROP THESE ITEMS OFF 

AT THE SHELTER 

TOILET PAPER 

PAPER TOWELS 

COFFEE 

KLEENEX 

CHAPSTICK 

TYLENOL, IBUPROFEN, COUGH MEDICINE 

THANK YOU! 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about how you 

can volunteer or donate to 

help in your community. 

Salvation Army -       

Polk County 

200 Polk Plaza            

Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

(715) 485-1221 

The Mission Statement of the  

Salvation Army USA 

The Salvation Army, an interna-
tional movement, is an evangelical 

part of the Universal Christian 
Church. Its message is based on 

the Bible. Its ministry is motivated 
by the love of God. Its mission is 

to preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and to meet human needs in 

His name without discrimination. 

The Salvation Army—Polk County 

200 Polk Plaza 

Balsam Lake, WI  54810 
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We are updating our data-

bases.  If you have recently 

moved or changed your phone 

number please give us a call 

and let us know so we can 

keep you up to date on every-

thing we are doing! 

Polk County                  

Advisory Board 

Kathy Poirier - Chair 

Gail Peavy 

Colleen Noonan 

 Kelly Tackett 

Roberta Carlson 

Jill Stoffel 

Judge Jeff Anderson 

Brian Masters 

Allen Foxwell 

Dessy Anderson 

Betty Collins 

 

Meet Angela and Laurel! 

Angela Devine and Laurel Bergland are both 

Americorps Volunteers and will be spending the 

next year working with us at the Salvation Army.  

Angela will divide her time between us and Polk 

County Emergency Management and Laurel will be 

working with both Grace Place Shelter and Sereni-

ty Home Shelters as a Volunteer Coordinator.  

Make sure to give Laurel a call if you are interest-

ed in volunteering at the Shelter 715-485-1221.  

Welcome Ladies! 


