
GRACE PLACE 
St. Croix County Salvation Army Winter 2017 

Reid and his New Beginning 

Did you know at Grace Place Shelter, we have a program called, New Beginnings?  It 

is designed to help a disabled person who is not currently receiving Social Security 

benefits get help applying for them.  Throughout our system of shelters, we have a 

staff member, Lynn, who works directly with our residents who might benefit from her 

expertise.  The program has proven success and many lives have been changed be-

cause of the ability to offer this service.  One story is Reid’s. When Reid turned 18 

years old, he found himself homeless… 

Reid had no where to go so he went to stay at our shelter to the north of us in Balsam 

Lake, Serenity Home.  Serenity Home is a single individual shelter that is specifically 

well suited in dealing with individuals who may be dealing with a mental health disabil-

ity and we work in direct partnership with them quite often.  While Reid was in shelter, 

he began to work toward becoming independent while working with Lynn on the appli-

cation process.   

Often times when our residents come to stay they are very broken when they arrive 

and we as staff begin working toward putting back all the pieces in order to give hope 

to the person in need.  Reid was much like that when he came to stay.  At just 18, and 

struggling with diagnosable and disabling mental health conditions, Reid had to work 

harder than most to learn some of the basics.   During his stay, Case Managers 

worked diligently to get Reid off to a successful start to his adulthood.  Staff began to work with Reid on life skills that would 

help him improve his quality of life and ensure success after he left shelter.  He also served by doing Community Service in 

areas that he could.  One of those community service opportunities was helping at Arnell Memorial Humane Society in 

Amery.  While there, Reid learned that animals brought him a sense of peace that he hadn’t experienced before and Doc-

tor’s agreed that Reid would benefit from having a service dog with him at all times because of his condition. Reid met Kato 

while volunteering at the shelter and the two became immediate friends for life.  With Doctors guiding and Staff helping, 

Kato soon became Reid’s therapy dog and proper documentation and licensing was obtained. 

Reid was awarded social security benefits through our efforts and is now living on his own and successfully with his dog 

Kato.  Everyday Reid works hard to ensure his success long term and we are so proud of him and how hard he worked to 

get where he is today.  We are so thankful that we got to be a part of Reid’s journey.  Thank you to our donors who help us 

serve Reid and others like him daily.  Recently Reid’s success was highlighted in The Osceola Community Health Founda-

tion’s newsletter (as they are one of our contributor’s) and the excitement that their feature brought to Reid was overwhelm-

ing to watch.  Reid was super excited to talk about his story and have his picture taken with his favorite Pal. It was very 

heartwarming for the staff to see it all happen.  When the Osceola Community Health Foundation’s, Sue Gerlach, stopped 

by to give Reid a framed copy of the beautiful picture with him and his dog, it was so cool to watch him just light up with 

delight.   It was a sight to truly behold to see his smile and know how hard he worked to get there.  A proud moment for all 

of us staff for sure and more importantly Reid.  A special thank you to The Osceola Community Health foundation and Sue, 

not only for the financial support but for taking the time to take a wonderful picture, point out Reid’s success and then for 

presenting him with such a fantastic gift and a memory he can keep for a life time!  We truly live in a great community.   

 

Reid pictured with dog Kato. 

Photo Courtesy of: The Osceola 

Community Health Foundation. 



Red Kettle Goal Met and Exceeded 

The Red Kettle Campaign in St. Croix County has come to a close and The St. Croix County Salvation Ar-

my would like to thank everyone who gave donations or rang the bell for the Red Kettle Campaign this 

season.  The original goal for the campaign was to raise $140,000.  We raised was $151,141.57!   WOW! 

The dollars raised during Red Kettle Campaign help with the emergency services for those living in the 

community who may need help with electric, heat, rent or medical assistance and towards helping Grace 

Place Shelter.  We are so grateful for the support this season and we are deeply moved by the generosity 

of the public, the bell ringing volunteers and to the store owners who helped with the campaign.         

Thank you all for Doing the Most Good! 

Thank you Harstad Family! Thank you Hudson Rotary! Thank you Vivienne and Barbara! 

The Silent Messengers Coming: March 19th at Faith Community 

This group of talented young people is joining us again as a fundraiser 

for our shelter.  We are so excited to welcome them and to invite you to 

share in the wonderful story of the life of Christ.  As Easter approaches, 

it is important to take time to remember Christ and these students know 

how to share their faith in a way that is emotionally moving and enter-

taining.  Join us for the performance at Faith Community Church 1040 

Paperjack Drive, in New Richmond on March 19th.  Dinner will be 

served at 5pm and will include soup and bread along with refreshments.  

The show will begin at 6pm.  Reservations are not required but are appreciated.  You can register online at: 

www.sagraceplace.org or call 715-497-4438.  The Silent Messengers will perform the life, death and resur-

rection of Christ in silence yet the show will be incredibly moving and speak to your heart.  Cost to see the 

performance of “Celebrating a Savior” and to enjoy supper is a donation of your choosing to our shelters.  

To learn more about The Silent Messengers please go to their website:  www.silentmessengers.net. 



55 Gallon Garbage Bags 
Canned Soup 
Copy Paper 

Post It Notes 
Two-Pocket Folders 

Office Supplies                   
(pens, pencils, paper clips, etc.) 

Paper Towels 
Toilet Paper 
NEW Pillows 

Sidewalk Salt 
Razors 

Deodorant 
Diapers (All Sizes) 

Baby Wipes 
NEW Socks and Underwear  

(All ages, all sizes) 

Towels (Kitchen and Bath) 
Over the Counter Meds      

(Adult and Children, Tylenol, Advil, etc.) 
 

30 Hour Marathon Ring, Most Successful! 

Jeremy and Derek Retire... 

Who’s Next? 
Derek and Jeremy, our two brave volunteers have been bell ringing 
once a year for 30 straight hours for the past 6 years.  During that 
time the duo has raised a huge amount of money toward Grace Place 
Shelter and The Salvation Army in St. Croix County.  Last year, the 
two wanted to raise $75,000 and fell a bit short raising just over 
$64,000.  This year they decided to try one more time!  They hit 
$79,390 in record time, just under 25 hours.  We are so thankful for 
Jeremy and Derek and the many who came out in the community to 
support their efforts over the past 6 years.  During that time the duo’s 
ringing efforts brought in more than $340,000 to help those in need.  
Now...we are on the lookout for the next crew who might be willing to 
take on the challenge.   

We, at The Salvation Army, depend on this fundraiser to help many 
people in need throughout the year.  Maybe, the next 30 hour ringer is 
you!  The task is not easy but, it is heartwarming to know that your 
time spent ringing helps a tremendous amount of people in need. 

If you are interested in ringing in a marathon bell ringing challenge for 
2017, please contact Angela Moulton or Duana Bremer at 715-246-
1222.   

Thank you again to Jeremy and Derek for your many years of dedicat-
ed service.  Thank you also to your families who shared you with your 
community in need over that time too.  You all mean so much to us 
and to those who are in need.  We thank you! 

Thank you Jeremy and Derek!   

Thank you County Market Hudson!  You are always 
so gracious and giving! 



2016 Wine Tasting, most dollars raised ever 

Back on November 19th, RD Catering/Ready Randy’s once 

again hosted the annual Wine Tasting to benefit Grace Place 

and Serenity Home Shelters.  This years event was another rec-

ord breaker raising just over $20,000!  We are all amazed at the 

generosity of the businesses who sponsored the event and sup-

ported by donating Silent Auction Items.  We are also thankful to 

the local businesses who spon-

sored wine, beer, vodka and tea 

samples!  The overwhelming sup-

port from St. Croix and Polk Coun-

ties helped make it so successful!  

Also, a special thank you goes to 

the crew of volunteers who are 

whole heartedly committed to making the event so successful.  The planning 

committee put hundreds of hours into ensuring it’s success.  As we head into 

the next year, we are looking to expand our committee members.  If you are 

interested in helping with this fantastic event, please call 715-497-4438 

and speak with Angela.  We have current committee mem-

bers ready to train you!    

And of course...thank you to the community members who 

show up, have a wonderful time and donate so generously to 

ensure the success of this event and more importantly helping 

to maintain our shelters for those 

who are so much less fortunate.  

We could not have raised this mon-

ey with out you!  And one final 

thank you goes to Ready 

Randy’s/RD Catering, your 

crew is absolutely fantastic!  

Thank you for continuing to 

host this event to help our 

homeless in St. Croix and Polk Counties.  We appreciate you!   

Volunteers needed for next year! 

Please Email 

Angela_Moulton@usc.salvationarmy.org 

If you are interested, Thank you! 

Grace Place Needs Volunteers 

Front Desk Volunteers at Grace Place  

Every other Monday 9a-12p 

Tuesdays 9a-12p & 12p-3p 

Thursdays 1p-3p 

 

Looking for driver for:   

Every Friday 11:00am- 2:00pm  

To Drive, Load and then Unload a Large Food Donation 

Thank you to our guests who attended and helped support 

our shelters.  We appreciate you! 

Break Thru 

Distributors 
45th Parallel 

Barley John’s Liquor Depot 

Cedar Lake Teas 

Family Fresh New Richmond 



Love Baskets/Grace Place Christmas Party A Success:  

300 Families Provided Christmas for their children! 
This year's Love Baskets (Toys for Tots) project was the unlucky recipient of some of  the most 
frigid weather our region can muster up.  It was also full of glitches and miracles—the beauty that 
comes out of adversity. 
It could be likened to the story of the nativity: 
The Christ child—the Love Baskets giving project 
Mary—The Love Baskets Committee, manned by area church representatives 
Joseph—The Salvation Army 
The manger—When we were having trouble finding a place to pack, Mike Monette from St. Croix 
Press, very willingly took us in. 

The Magi—Toys for Tots (with Rick Lombardo, the Christmas elf), as well as area busi-
nesses who so generously collect gifts. 
The shepherds—hundreds of volunteers who help. 
The sheep—parents, and especially children, in need of Christmas gifts. 
The donkey and camel—The Remax and Derrick trucks who transport gifts to the 
Somerset Middle School. 
And then—There are the angels! 
Dan, Lee, Pat, and Bob from St. Croix Press met our every request:  rug runners, carts, 
 more space for our packed bags. 
 When we lost our Boot Camp help because it was too cold, Rita Mortensen brought 

Grace Place residents in her 
school bus and the Derrick 
guys, and more, offered 
manpower to move approxi-
mately 500 large bags of 
gifts. 
In spite of the weather, every 
sponsor got their gifts to us!  
  
 

Likewise, almost all recipients were able to start up their cars to pick up their gifts. 
 
Yes, Virginia, there IS a Santa!  We have never seen  our community pull together as well as they did this Christmas.  As Tiny Tim 
said, “Merry Christmas to us all.  God bless us, everyone!” 
P.S.  Thanks too, to the Somerset School district, for giving us shelter and warmth in the midst of a major winter storm.  
Kay Brooks for: 
The Love Baskets Committee, The Salvation Army, Toys for Tots  

Santa came to visit Grace Place Shelter, and knew each child by name! 

We are so thankful 

for the visit from 

Santa!  To watch 

the children simply 

light up with joy at 

Christmas to see 

Santa and he       

remembered each 

of their names was just too much fun.  How heartwarming it is that even Santa volunteered to bring  

joy this Christmas!  Thank you Santa!  You are simply amazing! 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about how you 

can volunteer or   donate 

to help in your community. 

Salvation Army -           

St. Croix County 

505 W 8th Street         

New Richmond, WI 54017

(715) 246-1222 

The Mission Statement of the Salva-

tion Army USA 

The Salvation Army, an international 

movement, is an evangelical part of 

the Universal Christian Church. Its 

message is based on the Bible. Its 

ministry is motivated by the love of 

God. Its mission is to preach the 

gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet 

human needs in His name without 

discrimination 

Salvation Army– St. Croix County 

505 W. 8th Street 

New Richmond, WI  54017 
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We are updating our data-

bases.  If you have recently 

moved or changed your phone 

number please give us a call 

and let us know so we can 

keep you up to date on every-

thing we are doing! 

St. Croix County                 

Board of Directors 

Randy Calleja - Chair 

Jennifer Suit - Treasurer 

Jackie Rivard 

Mike Darrow 

Pastor Keven Morris 

 

If you are interested in learning 

more about our organization or 

becoming a board member,  

contact Duana Bremer at       

715-246-1222. 

Thank you to these volunteers from         
Cornerstone Assembly of God for getting our kettle 

room ready for our campaign!  We appreciate you! 


