Between Memory and Hope
Advent Worship Series - Week 1
…A Time for Reawakening
WORSHIP SERVICE OUTLINES
Each worship outline contains all elements needed for your worship service. The order
of each service presented is only a suggestion. No doubt changes will be needed to
accommodate the flow and worship style of your corps. The outlines are flexible and
allow opportunities to “cut and paste” as needed. If you are blessed with instrumental or
vocal music resources, you may find there is more structured material here than needed.
It is recommended that the headings of each section of the service be included in the
bulletin.
Announcements & Offering

The Memory of the First Advent
Call to Worship:
Every year, Christmas arrives with a promise—a hope—an expectation of what our lives
can be. And every year, we're faced with the same decision. Will we choose to stand in
the shadows with those who doubt, or will we choose to stand in the bright light of faith
with those who believe? Will we give space in our hearts to the jaded ideas and ideals of
our culture, or will we turn with child-like faith to embrace the joy-filled message of this
amazing season?
(Welcome to Our World, page 22)

TB-476 – same
SB#103 – Christians awake, salute the
happy morn
Additional Optional Songs
TB-653 – Here I am
SB#114 – Light of the world
to Worship
HC-146
HC#146 – Here I am to Worship
SB#104 – Come, Thou long expected Jesus TB-370 – Hyfrydol

HTD10-T1 (3
vs.)
No CD
HCD13-T16
HTD1-T14 (3
vs.)

Drama: Silence Is Golden
Reading:
For nine months Zechariah and Elizabeth waited, he in silence, she humming happy
songs as she made baby clothes and chatted cheerfully with the neighbor ladies about the
joys of motherhood. For several months their young relative Mary from Nazareth lived
with them. The news she brought was even more miraculous than theirs. Watching his
Elizabeth spontaneously prophesy as their son leapt in her womb when Mary arrived was
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an awe-inspiring event. Listening to his Elizabeth tenderly ministering to Mary, the
mother of the Messiah, was a joy. Here under his roof were the two women who carried
in their wombs the one who would prepare the way and the One who would pardon
humanity. Often he found himself silently watching and listening in wonder.
Finally the wonderful day came. His Elizabeth had never looked so beautiful, even in the
midst of the pains of childbirth . . . and then their son arrived. Eight days later the day of
naming the child came. Zechariah motioned for a clay tablet. He inscribed in the clay
the words that confirmed his baby's name. Suddenly his tongue tingled, and Zechariah
spoke. "His name is John." He was speaking! Eyes large with wonder, he looked at his
beloved Elizabeth. "His name is John . . . God's gracious gift." His anointed words are
now known as the Benedictus. His was the last prophecy of the old covenant and the first
of the new covenant. The old man who thought God had forgotten him saw his prayers
answered beyond his great expectations.

The Hope of the Second Advent
Responsive Scripture:
Leader:

Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are
those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is
near. (Revelation 1:3 NIV)

All:

Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him.
(Revelation 1:7 NIV)

Leader:

Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought
you to be?

All:

You ought to live holy and godly lives. (2 Peter 3:11 NIV)

Leader:

So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every
effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. (2 Peter 3:14
NIV)

All:

For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the
presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? (1Thessalonians
2:19 NIV)

Leader:

Indeed, you are our glory and joy. (1Thessalonians 2:20 NIV)

All:

Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord
will come. (Matthew 24:42 NIV)

Leader:

The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber,
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All:

Our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. (Romans 13:11
NIV)

Leader:

The night is nearly over; the day is almost here.

All:

So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.
(Romans 13:12 NIV)

HC#10 – The Light has Come
HC#123 – Shine on Us

HC-10
Additional Optional Songs
HC-123

HCD1-T10
HCD11–T13

Candle Lighting:
Reader 1:

This is the day of awakening: a time to make ready for the coming of the
Lord.

Reader 2:

For his Kingdom is near, and is now here.

Reader 1:

We live in the time between:

Reader 2:

Knowing by the memory of the Church and the witness of Scripture the
First Advent of our Lord.

Reader 1:

Awaiting by the witness of Scripture and the presence of the Holy Spirit
the Second Advent of our Lord.

Reader 2:

How we live in the in-between times shows where our faith is.

[Light the first candle]
Reader 1:

We light this candle today as a symbol of Reawakening.

Reader 2:

May this light be a beacon of salvation, a flame that signals the end of
war, and a time of peace.

Reader 1:

The candle’s burning is a call to make ready for the coming of the Lord:
this is the day of awakening.

HC-45
HC#45 – While We are Waiting, Come
Additional Optional Songs
HC-82
HC#82 – Jesus, Name Above All Names
HC-123
HC#123 – Shine on Us
HC-220
HC#220 – Incarnate
TB-444 – same
SB#117 – O come, O come, Immanuel
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HCD3-T15
HCD7-T12
HCD11–T13
HCD20-T20
HTD11-T8 (3 vs.)

Prayer:
[Piano continues to play chorus]
Eternal and most holy God, we praise and honor you as we gather in the name of your
dear Son, Jesus. During this Advent season we sense your nearness in the songs we sing
and in the words we hear from Holy Scripture.
May your light and peace radiate about us and within us as we worship you today. We
praise and thank you for this house of worship and this body of your church. In
expectation and joy, we worship you now and each day until Jesus returns to claim his
own. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.
Message – Awake! The Time Has Come!
HC#120 – In the Manger

HCD10-T20

HC#123 – Shine on Us
HC#149 – In Christ Alone

HTD3-T5 (3 vs.)
Bethlehem
HCD11–T13
HCD13-T19

HC-120
Additional Optional Songs
TB-136 – same
SB#118 – O little town of Bethlehem
HC-123
HC-149

With an Ear for the Trumpet
Benediction:
Across the centuries, throughout all recorded history, you have called out to us in your
gracious love. You have offered yourself to us, and pleaded with us to come to you. You
have invited us to come when we are thirsty; come when we are wounded; come when
we are lost in sin; come when we are poor, alone and without hope. And we have come,
Lord, in faith, in humility and in gratitude. Now we join our voices and invite you to
come to us. Return to us, Lord Jesus, and make your dwelling place among us. We pray
Amen.
(Praise & Worship Bible, page 1684)

Vocal Benediction – SB#271 – Rejoice, the TB-200 – Darwalls
Lord is King
Additional Optional Songs
HC-149
HC#149 – In Christ Alone
HC-241
HC#241 – Crown him with many crowns
TB-402 – Helmsley
SB#260 – Lo! He comes with clouds
TB-406 – Praise, my
descending
soul
TB-618 – same
SB#1025 – For Thine is the Kingdom,
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HTD1-T7 (3 vs.)

HCD13-T19
HCD23-T11
No CD
HTD2-T12 (3 vs.)
HTD3-T13 (1 vs.)

Week #1
DRAMA

Silence Is Golden
By Martyn Scott Thomas
© 2004 by Martyn Scott Thomas. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Luke 1:5-25
Scripture:
Synopsis:
Characters:
Props/Costumes:

Setting:

Running Time:

Elizabeth brags to a friend about how agreeable and helpful
Zechariah has become during her pregnancy.
Zechariah – a priest
Elizabeth – his wife
Two chairs (rocking preferred), a newspaper or book for
Zechariah. Elizabeth should look pregnant. Casual or Biblical
dress.
Zechariah and Elizabeth are sitting in their living room. All
lines are spoken to an unseen guest. Zechariah’s motions
should be exaggerated as much as possible since this is his only
means of communication.
3:00 minutes.

[Zechariah and Elizabeth are rocking in their chairs.
newspaper or book.]

Zechariah is reading his

Elizabeth:

[sits up and notices unseen guest] Oh, Miriam. It’s so nice to see you.
Thanks for stopping by. We have great news, don’t we, dear?

Zechariah:

[looks up and nods his head, smiling]

Elizabeth:

[stands up and spins around as if modeling] As you can see, I’ve put on
a little weight and it’s not because of Zechariah’s cooking – not that he
hasn’t been doing more than his share around the house lately. Isn’t
that right, Sweety?

Zechariah:

[looks up and shrugs]

Elizabeth:

I thought we were well past those child bearing years, too, but then
Zechariah had to go to Jerusalem for Temple duty. When he got back,
he didn’t say a word, but he had this twinkle in his eye and well next
thing we know . . . [looks at Zechariah]

Zechariah:

[puts his head down, embarrassed]

Elizabeth:

Why yes, we have waited a long time. That’s what makes this all so
special. That and the fact that Zechariah’s been so agreeable. Haven’t
you, precious?
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Zechariah:

[nods his head in agreement]

Elizabeth:

Why, he hasn’t talked back to me once since we found out the good
news. In fact, he hasn’t even talked. Have you, darling?

Zechariah:

[shakes head]

Elizabeth:

These past seven months have been the most peaceful time of our
marriage. After all these years of trying to get him to close his mouth
so I could talk, I get pregnant and he goes speechless. If only God had
heard my prayers earlier.

Zechariah:

[lets out a big sigh]

Elizabeth:

And you won’t believe what I’ve been able to accomplish since
Zechariah never seems to object. I asked him if he would mind putting
in a nursery and he says nothing. So, we get a new nursery. Then I ask
if he would mind if we got the kitchen re-done – again, no objection.

Zechariah:

[throws his hands in the air as if giving up]

Elizabeth:

No, I can’t guarantee that if you get pregnant that Benjamin will shut
up or that you’ll get a new bathroom. [pauses and listens] No,
unfortunately Zechariah can’t talk to him about it, either.

Zechariah:

[starts waving, trying to get Elizabeth’s attention]

Elizabeth:

[keeps talking, not seeing Zechariah] No, Zechariah can’t come over to
help at your house. He has plenty to do around here.

Zechariah:

[waves a little more frantically]

Elizabeth:

[continues talking] Yes, I do wish that Benjamin could be more like
Zechariah, but we all can’t have a perfect husband. I guess when you
get right down to it, a solid marriage like ours just depends on
communication; always knowing what the other person wants.

Zechariah:

[jumps up in front of Elizabeth, waving hysterically]

Elizabeth:

What is it, dear? Is something wrong?

Zechariah:

[opens mouth and points in]

Elizabeth:

Oh, are you hungry?
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Zechariah:

[sighs and nods]

Elizabeth:

Me, too. Can you make me a sandwich while you’re in there?

Zechariah:

[throws arms up in defeat and exits]

Elizabeth:

[nods slowly, in victory] Like I said Miriam, it’s all about
communication.

[Blackout]
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Between Memory and Hope
…A Time for Reawakening

Advent Sermon – Week 1
“Awake! The Time Has Come!”
There is a remarkable period in North American Christian history, early in the eighteenth
century, when everything was turned upside down. Normally quiet and reserved
worshipers began shouting and weeping out loud. Church denominations that had
nothing to do with one another suddenly found their members acting and thinking alike,
as this phenomenon spread over the continent. Older churches diminished, pouring new
members into younger churches. The religious face of this part of the world was changed
forever. It even had an impact on how the young nation of the United States grew as
settlers moved westward. Students of this period call what was happening in the Church
then “the Great Awakening.”
Perhaps the most interesting aspect of the Great Awakening is how it all began. The
Congregationalist preacher, Jonathan Edwards, cannot fairly be described as an emotional
or passionate person. Yet it was his vivid descriptions of the real pain and danger of sin
in our lives that began to strike a chord in the heart of the lifeless church members of his
day.
Those who heard his sermons began to cry out in heart-felt recognition of their sin, as if
for the first time. They began to pray and weep in repentance, crying to God for
forgiveness. These people were the descendants of the Puritans. They had all been in
church their entire lives. Everyone would have described them as good people, honest,
kind, moral, you name it: there was nothing apparently wrong.
But they woke up. They had a spiritual awakening. They woke up to the reality of sin,
opened their eyes to the consequences of sin as God sees it. The Great Awakening was
all about people recognizing the need for personal salvation. People, who otherwise had
considered themselves Christian by birth or nationality, suddenly began to waken to the
fact that God was a real living presence. And God was there.
Jonathan Edwards made people understand that the God who intended to call people into
account for how they lived was not a distant God. Not far off in space. Nor was the
judgment necessarily a long time away. The need to be right with God was immediate –
right here, right now! And so people responded. They responded because they suddenly
woke up to the fact that “God with us” was a double-sided message. They knew that the
presence of God in our midst can bring peace to some, but trouble to others.
Sometimes even a welcomed message can bring unwelcome problems. For two
characters in the first Christmas story, this was just the case. Zechariah and Elizabeth
experienced this fantastic news in different ways. We know them as the parents of John
the Baptist. They were both relatively old and still without any children when they
discovered that God was going to do something remarkable within them.
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When Elizabeth received a visit from her cousin Mary (now also pregnant, with Jesus),
the baby John within Elizabeth leapt for joy at Jesus’ presence. This incredible sign of
life was also proof of the reawakening of her body to be able to present new life to the
world. Like Sarah with Abraham before her, God was doing the impossible. She who
was once beyond hope was now the living witness to God’s life-giving power.
Zechariah responded with the greater anxiety. He was taking his turn in service to God in
the temple when an angel delivered the news to him. Zechariah was struck speechless –
literally – in disbelieving the news. He found it difficult to awaken to the reality: How is
this possible? How can I be sure? The miraculous presence of God brings both good
news, but a warning also. It would be months before his regained speech would allow
him to bear witness to the truth that he had in fact awakened to the terrible and wonderful
reality of God’s active presence. But this news is not only hard to understand, it is beyond
our ability to control. And this kind of a loss of control can bring discomfort and anxiety.
It is similar to the feelings of the children in C.S. Lewis’ “Chronicles of Narnia” books.
Upon hearing that Aslan, the Lion, was soon returning to Narnia, the children asked
about how safe this Lion was. But of course, Aslan was not a tame Lion, not under the
control of others. And so the others said to the children, “Aslan is not safe, but he is
good.” And so it is with the presence of God. That the good and perfect presence of God
suddenly is soon to be appearing among us is an unwelcome message for those who are
not good; for those who are following evil.
The writer of the Romans text wanted those who read his words to respond to a Great
Awakening message of his own. I imagine that he was writing to a group of believers
who were not unlike the congregations of Jonathan Edwards’ time. Perhaps many of the
Christian believers in Rome were somehow dependent upon an outward form of religion.
It’s likely that the message of personal repentance and the need to live a life consistent
with your beliefs needed to be heard.
One of the primary problems in many of the churches was the fact that people said they
loved God, but they didn’t act like they loved each other. So the writer in Romans relates
to them all about the true nature of God’s demands. In Romans 13.10, we read that love
does no wrong to a neighbor.
Here is where our text begins. Let me read verse 14 again, this time from the New
Revised Standard Version: “Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we
became believers.” It matters to God how we treat each other. And someday – soon –
we’ll have to account for how we’ve lived.
Do you remember when you first believed? Have you grown up as a Christian since
then? Have you awakened to the reality that you can’t go on living a halfway Christian
life? That accounting day will come at a time when we’re settled in and comfortable
with a half-way religion – and we’ll find that God has been there all along.
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Some of us will have been living like there’s plenty of time to change before it’s too late.
The Romans text talks about partying and drunkenness, about sexually loose living, and
about quarreling and jealousy. Wait: read that last phrase again: “Quarreling and
jealousy.” Everyone who excused yourself from the first sins, back up and ask why those
last two items are in there. What is it about fighting and jealous behavior within the
church that is destructive? I think it’s because the way we treat each other tells
unbelievers what we really think about the presence of God.
If we can claim to love a God who doesn’t care if we love each other, then perhaps we
don’t really believe this idea about “God with us.” Maybe we don’t really think that
salvation includes changing everything about our sinful patterns of living.
Jesus was giving some of the early believers a warning about the need to stay awake to
the reality of God’s presence among them. In Matthew 24.42, after talking about how
some people are going to be partying like there’s no worry about tomorrow, he warns
those would listen to: “Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your
Lord is coming.”
Of course, some interpret this verse as talking exclusively about being ready for the
Second Advent. And it is about the Second Advent. But it is also about living as if the
Lord has never left. Read on in that chapter, beginning with verse 45. These verses are
all about “staying at work” while the master is away.
What does it mean to “stay at work” for us? For those in that second Matthew passage, it
meant not beating up on our fellow slaves – our fellow believers, if you will. It means for
us to live now as if Christ has already returned. It means to behave toward one another as
if Jesus himself were standing in our midst.
You know how a group of kids will sometimes suddenly stop fighting with one another
when Mom or Dad comes into the room? This is especially true when the kids have
been fighting about something inconsequential, when the fight is more about jealousy or
selfishness than anything else. (Maybe this has happened to you, either as a child or as a
parent.) The presence of the parent usually does two things: it brings about a kind of
peace – at least an immediate halt to the argument – but it also brings the threat of
trouble. Mom or Dad usually brings with them the air of settling the dispute by enforcing
the parental will on all the kids in the room.
Isaiah chapter 2 is something like that. It’s a message that was delivered to a people in
the midst of turmoil, war, and lawlessness. The restoration of true worship in Zion, the
city of God reads, at first, like a dream too good to be true. The coming of Messiah
would put an end to all that is bad, would put all good things in their right place.
Understand that the temple in Jerusalem is equivalent here to the very presence of the
God who is savior and sustainer. And so these first four verses become something of a
prayer for God’s presence to be restored among them.
But even here is a warning. It comes in verse 5. All along they’ve been waiting for God.
But verse five says that they need to change their ways, that they need to “walk in the
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light of the Lord.” This sounds a lot like the other two passages, in Matthew and
Romans. All three speak of living now in such a way that shows we know how serious it
is to have the presence of the living God among us.
This Christmas, this Advent Season, what is your heart’s desire? Are you longing for a
world at peace? Are you wanting more than anything to be at home in a place that helps
you to grow, to be surrounded by people who care for you? Are you praying to know the
fullness of God’s love and grace? Some people celebrate Christmas, talking about the
birth of Jesus just like they talk about their own salvation’s new birth: as if it was
something nice, but not very recent. They don’t have a current experience of God with
us. And some people don’t want to think about the Second Advent any more than they
want to plan spring cleaning in December – it’s simply too far away to bother with.
But the reality is that every day ought to be a spring cleaning day. Every day, from now
‘til the end of time, ought to be a day that we keep our hearts clear of sin that so easily
grows up between us and our neighbor. The reality is that God is already with us – the
peace- and life-giving presence of God – and the convicting and judging presence of God
– has been and will always be with us.
Those who live as if this were so need not fear the Second Advent. Those who live as if
this doesn’t matter will not be able to care in time to make a difference. The time to
make a change in how we live in these days between the “memory” of the First Advent
and the “hope” of the Second Advent is now. What are you waiting for? Wake up! The
time has come!
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Between Memory and Hope
Advent Worship Series - Week 1
…A Time for Reawakening
Children’s Message
“Wake up! Clean up!”
Do any of you have the job at home of cleaning up your room? Or maybe your part of
helping out at home is to help clean the kitchen or some other part of the home on a
regular basis. It’s not easy picking up our dirty clothes, or books and toys every day, is
it? Sometimes, we let things get messy all week long.
And then it’s Saturday! And what do we like to do on Saturday mornings if we can?
Sleep in, or stay in our pajamas and watch cartoons lazily on the floor or couch! What
would happen if the adults in your house went away in the morning and left you to clean
up, but instead you stayed in your “sleepy clothes” all day? What would they say when
they got home?
“Wake up! Clean up! I told you to keep this room clean, and now look at it!” (You were
probably hoping they wouldn’t notice, right?) It seems easier living in a dirty room, and
it’s not hard to let our houses get messy in a short amount of time. The cleaning up part
seems to take a long time, though, and it’s never much fun.
Jesus talked about a time when people would be surprised that there wasn’t any more
time to even start getting cleaned up: A time when everyone was enjoying themselves,
having a “sleepy Saturday” kind of lifestyle. But then there would come a wake-up call,
and there wouldn’t be time for any more cleaning.
He wasn’t talking about toys or dirty laundry on the floors of your bedrooms. He was
warning about the dirty hearts and souls, and messy lives that get that way from doing
wrong and ignoring God. Jesus said it’s important to keep our lives clean, every day, so
that when the wakeup call comes, you’ll be ready for it.
Prayer
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Between Memory and Hope
Advent Worship Series - Week 1
…A Time for Reawakening
Supplemental Materials
Invocation1
“Eternal and most holy God, we praise and honor you as we gather in the name of your
dear Son, Jesus. During this Advent season we sense your nearness in the songs we sing
and in the words we hear from holy Scripture.
“May your light and peace radiate about us and within us as we worship you today. We
praise and thank you for this house of worship and this body of your church. In
expectation and joy, we worship you now and each day until Jesus returns to claim his
own. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.”
Benediction1
“Go in anticipation of God’s grace and mercy. Go in anticipation of Jesus’ love and
forgiveness. Go in anticipation of the Holy Spirit’s presence in comfort and hope. Go in
peace. Amen.”
A Prayer for the Day2
(Pastoral Prayer, alternate Invocation or Benediction, or after the Candle Lighting)
“Almighty God, give all of us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to
visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious
majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through
him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.”
Offertory Prayer
Receive these gifts, O God, Creator, Preserver and Governor of all, as a sign of our
commitment to peace and justice in our time, of our intention to be soldiers of the light
and of our continuing desire to have you rule over every part of our lives. Amen.
Affirmation of Faith
We believe that we were created in the image of God to live in harmony with God and
creation, but because of our disobedience and sin we are now powerless to choose
between good or evil solely on our own.
These may be reprinted for use in the worship service when this notice is included: “From Invocations
and Benedictions for the Revised Common Lectionary, compiled and edited by John M. Drescher.
Copyright © 1998 by Abingdon Press. Used by Permission.”
1

2

From The Divine Hours: Prayers for Autumn and Wintertime, compiled by Phyllis Tickle. New York:
Doubleday, 2000.
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We believe in God the Father, creator and sustainer of all that is, God for us; who created
all people in his image, in love and for love. He loves us still, in spite of corruption,
waywardness and the sin which alienates us from him and longs to save us from
ourselves.
(Salvation Story Study Guide, pp. 131, 130)
Call to Worship
Leader:

I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
Our feet are standing in your gates, O Jerusalem.

Response:

Before Jehovah’s awful throne, ye nations bow with sacred joy;
Know that the Lord is God alone; he can create, and he destroy.

Leader:

Jerusalem is where the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,
To praise the name of the Lord, according to the statute given to Israel.
There the thrones for judgment stand.

Response:

We’ll crowd thy gates with thankful songs,
high as the heavens with our voices raise.
And earth, with her ten thousand tongues,
shall fill thy courts with sounding praise.

Leader:

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: may those who love you be secure.
May there be peace within your walls, and security within your citadels.

Response:

Wide as the world is thy command: vast as eternity is thy love;
Firm as a rock thy truth shall stand,
when rolling years shall cease to move.

Leader:

For the sake of my brothers and friends, I will say, “Peace be within you.”

Unison:

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.
from Psalm 122; and S/A song #4: Isaac Watts
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Between Memory and Hope
Advent Worship Series - Week 1
…A Time for Reawakening
Scripture Study
Reawakening
The readings for today reflect the theme of in-between times by focusing on scripture
texts that speak of the fulfillment of time in “the last days.” The message is consistent:
the believer is to live in a state of perpetual readiness, for the Lord’s Second Advent is a
belief that is certain, but an event whose date is uncertain.
Isaiah 2:1-5
The belief expressed in this vision, that the Temple in Jerusalem would once again be the
focal point for worship and teaching, is by now a familiar concept, as are the images that
describe the coming Prince of Peace: no more war, swords turned into plowshares, spears
made into pruning hooks. The lesson is this: live now in the light of this coming reality.
Romans 13:11-14
The writer urges the believer to allow the Lord Jesus Christ to take control of their lives,
their patterns of living. They should “wake up” to right living now, for every day that
passes is one day closer to the end.
Matthew 24:36-44
This text is both a commentary on these in-between times, and a picture of why it is
necessary to always be ready. The separating judgment will be unexpected, coming in
from the midst of life’s daily activities, and at the unguarded moment.
For a call-to-worship or benediction reading:
Psalm 122
A regular concluding sentence in Jewish “expectation” prayers, even today, is captured in
the phrase from this psalm: “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.”
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Between Memory and Hope
Advent Worship Series - Week 2
…A Time for Repentance
WORSHIP SERVICE OUTLINES
Each worship outline contains all elements needed for your worship service. The order
of each service presented is only a suggestion. No doubt changes will be needed to
accommodate the flow and worship style of your corps. The outlines are flexible and
allow opportunities to “cut and paste” as needed. If you are blessed with instrumental or
vocal music resources, you may find there is more structured material here than needed.
It is recommended that the headings of each section of the service be included in the
bulletin.
Announcements & Offering

The Memory of the First Advent
Call to Worship:
One of the more amazing aspects of the advent of the Messiah is that it went completely
unnoticed by those who were expecting Him. God did not sneak into His own world. He
announced His coming through the ancient prophets; He disclosed the divine
characteristics that would define Him; He even revealed the name of the town where He
would be born. He told us to expect Him. We heard His Word; we just didn't recognize
the Word becoming flesh. We should have seen Him coming. The angels were
descending from Heaven. Their destination: a field just outside a small town nestled in
the foothills of the Promised Land: the city of David, Bethlehem. They would soon be
joined by shepherds and kings who would be the first to heed the invitation to come and
worship – worship Christ the newborn King.
(A Midnight Clear, page 36)

TB-398 – Come and
Worship (Regent
Sq.)
Additional Optional Songs
TB-535 – same
SB#112 – It was on a starry night
HC-280
HC#180
TB-87 – Joy to the
SB#113 – Joy to the world!
World!
TB-653 – Here I am
SB#114 – Light of the world
to Worship
HC-146
HC#146 – Here I am to Worship
TB-270 – Hark! The
SB#108 – Hark! The herald angels sing
Herald Angels Sing
SB#100 – Angels, from the realms of glory
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HTD4-T12 (4 vs.)

No CD
HCD16-T20
HTD4-T9 (3 vs.)
No CD
HCD13-T16
HTD4-T5 (3 vs.)

SB#126 – The first noel the angel did say

TB-857 – The First
Noel

HTD6-T18 (3 vs.)

SB#133 – Wonderful counselor

TB-859 – The Light
Has Come
HC-10

No CD

HC#10 – The Light Has Come

HCD1-T10

Drama: A Matter of Principal

The Hope of the Second Advent
Responsive Scripture:
Leader:

Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are
those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is
near. (Revelation 1:3 NIV)

All:

For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that
through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have
hope. (Romans 15:4 NIV)

Leader:

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of
unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart
and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
(Romans 15:5-6 NIV)

All:

Accept one another, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to
God. (Romans 15:6b NIV).

Leader:

For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of
God's truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs so that the
Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy, as it is written: "Therefore I will
praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing hymns to your name." (Romans
15:7-8 NIV)

All:

Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and sing praises to him, all you peoples.
(Romans 15:10-11 NIV)

Leader:

Isaiah says, "The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule
over the nations; the Gentiles will hope in him." (Romans 15:12 NIV)

All:

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so
that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
(Romans 15:13 NIV)

Leader:

The time has come, the kingdom of God is near.
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All:

Repent and believe the good news!" (Mark 1:15 NIV)

HC#123 – Shine on Us

HC-123
Additional Optional Songs
HC-89
HC#89 – Knowing You
TB-213 – Aurelia
SB#839 – I could not do without Thee
TB-213 – Aurelia
SB#614 – O Jesus, Thou art standing
TB514 – Unsworth
SB#878 – My Jesus, I love Thee
HC-120
HC#120 – In the Manger
HC-127
HC#127 – How Deep the Father’s Love
for us
HC-136
HC#136 – We All Bow Down
HC-139
HC#139 – There is a Message
HC-156
HC#156 – Enter In
HC-219
HC#219 – King of Kings, Majesty

HCD11–T13
HCD7-T19
HTD3-T3 (3 vs.)
HTD3-T3 (3 vs.)
HTD8-T18 (3vs.)
HCD10-T20
HCD11-T17
HCD12-T16
HCD12-T19
HCD14-T16
HCD20-T19

Candle Lighting:
Reader 1:

Hear the voice of the prophets!
God is calling us to repentance:
To turn away from our sin and to follow him.

Reader 2:

For his Kingdom is near, and is now here.

Reader 1:

We live in the time between:

Reader 2:

Knowing in our own past times of injustice in our world; pain, suffering
and war in many lands and places.

Reader 1:

Proclaiming with the voices of old a coming Day of the Lord; a time of
true justice, fairness, righteousness and peace.

[light the first two candles]
Reader 2:

We light this second candle today as a symbol of Repentance.

Reader 1:

For a time is coming when all that is done will be seen.
A time of truth, when all will be known.

Reader 2:

The light will shine, and we will be known as we are.
God knows even now who is just, faithful and true.

Reader 1:

The good in our lives can even now shine as a signal to call people to God.

Reader 2:

The candle’s burning is a reminder:
To turn away from our sin and to follow him.
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For God is calling us to repentance.
HC#45 – While We are Waiting, Come

HC-45

HCD3-T15

Prayer:
(Piano continues to play chorus)
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare
the way for our salvation: Grant us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that
we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Message – Turning Back to Kingdom Values
HC#139 – There is a Message

HC-139
Additional Optional Songs
SB#153 – Thou didst leave thy throne and TB-94 – Margaret
thy kingly crown
HC-179
HC#179 – Come to Jesus
HC-219
HC#219 – King of Kings, Majesty
HC-220
HC#220 – Incarnate

HCD12-T19
HTD10 –T6 (4
vs.)
HCD16-T19
HCD20-T19
HCD20-T20

With An Ear for the Trumpet
Benediction:
Lord, in Your mercy you are patient with us, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone
to come to repentance, for You do not take pleasure in the death of anyone. Why, why,
why, do we choose death rather than life? We cannot run from Your hand, so let us run
to Your side and seek Your mercy while there is still time.
As we wait, help us to live holy and godly lives, to make every effort to be found
spotless, blameless and at peace with You, and to grow in the grace and knowledge of
You, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To You be glory both now and forever! Amen.
(The NIV Worship Bible, page 1674)

Vocal Benediction – SB#271 – Rejoice, the TB-200 – Darwalls
Lord is King
Additional Optional Songs
HC-149
HC#149 – In Christ Alone
HC-241
HC#241 – Crown him with many crowns
TB-402 – Helmsley
SB#260 – Lo! He comes with clouds
TB-406 – Praise, my
descending
soul
TB-618 – same
SB#1025 – For Thine is the Kingdom,
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D1-T7 (3 vs.)

HCD13-T19
HCD23-T11
No CD
D2-T12 (3 vs.)
D3-T13 (1 vs.)

Week #2
DRAMA

A Matter of Principal
By Martyn Scott Thomas
© 2004 by Martyn Scott Thomas. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Matthew 2:1-12
Scripture:

Setting:

One of the Magi stops to speak with Annas before returning
home.
Caspar – one of the Magi
Annas – the High Priest
Modern dress – business suits for both men. A desk with two
chairs, a telephone and accessories as needed to give the
impression of a very important person’s office.
Annas’s office.

Running Time:

3:30 minutes.

Synopsis:
Characters:
Props/Costumes:

[Annas is seated behind his desk, talking on the phone.]
Annas:

Who did you say was here to see me? . . . I don’t know any Caspar . . .
He says we met at Herod’s last week? . . . Oh, he’s one of them . . .
Well, I guess he knows I’m here now . . Yeah, send him in, but get
ready to interrupt if I buzz you. [hangs up phone]

Caspar:

[enters and walks up to Annas and offers his hand] Thank you for
agreeing to meet with me. I know your time is important.

Annas:

[looks up from desk but does not stand or take Caspar’s hand] Yes, my
time is important, so let’s make this as brief as possible. How may I
help you, Mr. Caspar?

Caspar:

[sits opposite Annas] You strike me as a man of great wisdom and
insight, especially where your Scriptures are involved.

Annas:

I’m glad that a scholar such as yourself can recognize the obvious.

Caspar:

Yet, something has been troubling me since we last met.

Annas:

Listen, if you’re worried about my relationship with Herod, I assure
you that I have nothing but contempt for that tyrant. We were
summoned by him; we had no choice but to appear. Any advice I gave
him was a one time only thing. I have no desire to appear before that
heathen again.

Caspar:

It is not your presence before King Herod that troubles me. It is your
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action involving the child, or lack thereof.
Annas:

First of all, my action involving that child is none of your business.
Secondly, there are claims made all the time that the king of the Jews
has been born. I do not have the time to look into every nut case out
there with delusions of grandeur.

Caspar:

But how many of those claims have the backing of your own
prophecies?

Annas:

So you found a child born in Bethlehem. Let me ask you, in what
palace was he born?

Caspar:

We found him in a simple home. His parents told us he was born in a
stable.

Annas:

A stable? The king of the Jews? Why are you wasting my time? We
have nothing more to discuss. Good day, Mr. Caspar. [stands to show
him out]

Caspar:

[remains seated] Let me ask you just one more thing. How is it that a
man of your knowledge can miss something so obvious?

Annas:

[sits back down] Listen, I’m sorry that you and your friends wasted all
this time and money to travel to that hole-in-the-ground, Bethlehem,
but don’t accuse me of not knowing my people’s history and future.
Yes, the Messiah is supposed to be born in Bethlehem, but we’ve been
waiting over 400 years and I imagine we’ll wait 400 more.

Caspar:

Won’t you at least investigate?

Annas:

There is nothing to investigate.

Caspar:

Funny, but as Israel’s spiritual leader, I thought you might show a little
more enthusiasm for your chance at freedom from Rome.

Annas:

You have a better chance of freeing us from Rome than some little brat
from Bethlehem. Besides, it’ll be at least twenty years or more before
that baby is ready to do anything substantial.

Caspar:

If he’s still around.

Annas:

Oh, you’ve heard of Herod’s order.

Caspar:

Yes, we have. We were warned.
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Annas:

Well, I guess we’ll find out how important that baby really is, won’t
we? If he can escape Herod’s grasp, then maybe I’ll consider paying
the family a visit.

Caspar:

I hear your words, but I know your heart. You’re threatened by that
child. You wish Herod to succeed.

Annas:

[stands again to show him out] Good day, Mr. Caspar.

Caspar:

[stands] I just don’t get it. The long-promised Messiah could be here
and you won’t take the time to even investigate.

Annas:

It’s a matter of principal, Mr. Caspar. I’m the principal and that’s all
that matters. A Messiah would just get in the way of my position.

Caspar:

And that’s what it’s all about.

Annas:

I’m glad that a scholar such as yourself can recognize the obvious.

[Blackout]
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Between Memory and Hope
…A Time for Repentance

Advent Sermon – Week 2
“Turning Back to Kingdom Values”
There is a principle in physics that describes the natural tendency of any organized body
to fall apart. That principle is called “entropy” [en΄-tro-pē]. When things that start out
organized begin to break down, we call that entropy. The molecules of an atom have a
natural tendency to fly apart, destroying the atom’s integrity. Planets circling the Sun
have a natural tendency to break their orbit and fly out into space, destroying the
operation of the solar system. Only other, superior, forces override entropy to maintain
the order.
We are like that, too. Any group of people organized for any purpose seems to fall apart.
Imagine a group of children in a classroom. It’s hard to hold them together for very long.
Think about a teen group’s game time. It starts out well, but soon, one or two teens drop
out, and before long the “group” has dissolved into little cliques of twos and threes, and
often, the odd-one out. Or reflect on a newly organized adult study group. The first
week’s lesson time is great. Everyone is there and involved. But by week three, there are
a few absent, and by week ten, hardly anyone has energy to continue.
Even the Church as a whole is like that. What starts off well seems to fall apart. And
every so often, there needs to be a time of correction, a concerted effort to return to the
organizing focus that brought the group about in the first place. The people of God –
from long before Israel was a nation and throughout Christian history – have needed
times of reform.
In Isaiah, we read of a time when the kingdom values instituted in the people of God had
broken down. God’s prophet came to speak of a time when God would “organize” or
“re-form” the body. The Psalm is a prayer that the king would retain these values,
primarily of peace and justice, wholeness and rightness. The effects of entropy were
often evident within the waning Kingdom of Israel. Often they were in need of leaders
who would bring them back to kingdom values. One of those times was the very time
that Jesus was born.
It was a time when the people of God were no longer led by a king in the line of David’s
throne. It had been a few hundred years since there had been any king like that – good or
bad – and most of them even then had been contributing to the breakdown of the
kingdom of the people of God on earth.
By the time of Jesus’ birth, the land of Israel had seen a string of different kinds of
leaders, and most of them installed by conquering foreign powers. The religious
leadership of the time was at an uneasy alliance with Rome’s hand-picked rulers. And
the High Priests were forced into political deals to stay in power. One of our Christmas
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story characters was just such a person. His name is Annas.
The vision of the kingdom Annas maintained as High Priest did not make room for the
spirit of God to move freely. Instead, Annas tightened his grip and control, and by his
decisions maintained the inward focus that kept many like him from seeing the new thing
God was doing when Jesus was born; the new thing God was doing when Jesus began his
ministry.
As with atoms and solar systems, church study groups and even kingdoms, it takes a
stronger force to keep it together. Unlike particles of matter and planets, however, we
believe that people have a free will. What can keep the body of Christ together? Christ
remaining at the center. The body falls apart when that which orbits the center wants to
break away from the center.
Is it possible that God would have reinvigorated the kingdom of Israel of Annas and
others like him in the ruling council had embraced the message the Jesus brought? We’ll
never know. But we do know that the same forces of entropy that pulled God’s people
apart in Annas’ time can still exert powerful pressure on God’s people today.
In Romans, we read of the body of Christ, already starting to fall apart – so that Paul is
urging them to resist the pull of entropy. He offers some surprising advice in chapter 15,
starting with verse five. There we find that we can keep Christ in the center of our
fellowship by adopting the attitude of Christ in our relationships with one another.
How would Christ act toward the person next to you? Not only the person you like: but
the person who talks about you when you’re not around; the one who promised to help
you with a project, but then didn’t show up; the person who you know has cheated to try
to get ahead at work.
Mercy. Forgiveness. Restoration.
We also find that we can keep Christ at the center when we assume the servant role.
This, too, is following the example of Christ. What would it mean to serve the person
next to you? Not only the one who will say nice things to you or give you some kind of
reward in return: but the one who is not any better than you; the one who says nasty
things in return; the one who can do nothing for you in return.
These simple and inter-related ideas are easy to say, but difficult to sustain: act toward
one another with the servant-like attitude of Christ. This is how the Christian church can
maintain its integrity, and not only hold together, but grow.
But what do we often do instead? We maintain our own self-serving attitudes. Revenge.
Grudges. Keeping our distance. “I will not serve…it’s their turn for once!” What does
this lead to? The disintegration of the body. Falling apart. It is entropy.
The Roman text begins and ends with a word about “hope.” But if hope – including the
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hope for a better world – is to be a real hope, and not mere wishful thinking, then hope
must be enacted. Hope must be put into action.
Romans 15.12 refers back to Isaiah in saying that the actions of Messiah brought real
hope for the world through real action that was displayed in an attitude of servant hood.
If we are to be the body of Christ, a community of believers with Christ at our center,
then we need to have and maintain the attitude of Christ. It is a willingness to serve
others that is drawn from a desire to see them grow that produces the servant-attitude of
Christ.
For many of us, this requires turning away from old patterns of living: self-serving, selfprotecting. And to turn towards the ways of Christ. Or, as Romans 15.12 indicates, a
display of genuine belief. Turning away from the paths that lead to death and turning
towards the path that embodies true life is the very definition of “Repentance.”
Dieter Zander picks up on this revitalized way of understanding repentance. He begins
by reflecting about the words of Jesus in Mark 1.15: The time has come....The kingdom
of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!
My former definition of repentance – “to be very sorry” – doesn’t make much sense in
this passage. No one can be very sorry for not having known something that has just
been announced as news. One can, however, change in response to news. This change in
direction is in fact, the core meaning of the Greek word translated repent: “to turn around
from the way you are going.” And what about “the kingdom of God”? This potent
phrase played almost no role in the gospel I was used to. Yet it seemed to be nearly the
whole substance of Jesus’ proclamation: the arrival of a different kind of life, under the
reign of a present and powerful God who, according to another version of Jesus’ good
news in Luke 4, was intent upon restoring, healing, redeeming, and reconciling all of
creation (vv. 16-21). Now this was (and is) good news, because news is crucial
information about the present. Information about the past we call history, and
information about the future we call prediction. But Jesus brought good news –
important information for today.1
If you’re ready for that kind of “life-changing immediacy” – for that kind of turning
around – receive the word that God is ready and able to give you that kind of life, today.
It is keeping Christ and the values of the Kingdom at the center of our lives, individually
and corporately, that will maintain this part of the body as a living shining witness to the
power of God today, between memory and hope.

1

Dieter Zander, “The Gospel Revisited,” Discipleship Journal, Issue 139 (Jan/Feb 2004), pp. 42-47.
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Between Memory and Hope
Advent Worship Series - Week 2
…A Time for Repentance
Children’s Message
“Clear the way!”
Some of us will be taking trips in a few weeks, to visit family and friends who live in
other places. Some of them are far away, some are just across town. Much of that travel
will involve driving on the roads from here to there. And it’s not unusual at this time of
the year for the roads to be covered with snow or ice, or for the salt and snow plows to
have made big pot-holes where patches have been cut out.
Have you ever traveled on roads like that? It can be kind of fun bouncing around when
you’re sitting on the back seat of a car that is driving over bumps and holes. Or sliding in
circles in a parking lot. But it’s not much fun for the driver, or very much good for the
car, and it’s really not safe at all for anyone in the car. Ice and holes in the road can
cause accidents.
What can we do? When there is snow and ice on the roads, the salt trucks and snow
plows need to clear a path. And if there are pot holes, other road builders need to come
and put patches in the road to smooth out the rough spots.
In a way, the danger of snow-blocked and damaged roads is similar to the danger of a
blocked and damaged heart. When our relationship to God is not clear, it can be
dangerous for our spiritual lives.
People of God long ago spoke about making our hearts clear like the roads in winter time.
They said that we need to turn away from the sin that can block us from knowing God,
because God loves us and wants us to know him. To repair our relationships with one
another, because God wants us to love one another.
On the road of life, from where we are now, to where God wants us to be, God is calling
for us to clear the way!
Prayer
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Between Memory and Hope
Advent Worship Series - Week 2
…A Time for Repentance
Supplemental Materials
Invocation2
“O Lord, our God and Savior, come among us in this worship hour. Open our minds to
understand your purpose for each of us. Open our hearts to make a ready response to
your voice. Give us understanding of your will, and the courage and commitment to
follow Jesus, who said, ‘I am coming to do your will, O God.’
“May we heed the message to repent and bring forth fruits that show true repentance.
Increase our love for you, O God, and for one another, we ask through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.”
Benediction
“May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 15.5-6)
A Prayer for the Day3
(Pastoral Prayer, alternate Invocation or Benediction, or after the Candle Lighting)
“Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare
the way for our salvation: Grant us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that
we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.”
Offertory Prayer
Take us, O Creator God, and these our gifts, for use in building in your Kingdom, in
making your holy name known here and everywhere, all for calling all humankind to
repentance and right relationship with you. Amen.
Affirmation of Faith
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, through whom a change of heart toward God, faith in
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the new birth are brought about; who gives assurance of
salvation and strength for obedience; who grants us power over sin, love over fear, and
life over death; who sanctifies the believer and preserves him blameless until the
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.
Salvation Story Study Guide, p. 129
These may be reprinted for use in the worship service when this notice is included: “From Invocations
and Benedictions for the Revised Common Lectionary, compiled and edited by John M. Drescher.
Copyright © 1998 by Abingdon Press. Used by Permission.”
2

3

From The Divine Hours: Prayers for Autumn and Wintertime, compiled by Phyllis Tickle. New York:
Doubleday, 2000.
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Call to Worship
Leader:

Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
Blessed be his glorious name forever; may his glory fill the whole earth.

Response 1: We have caught the vision splendid of a world which is to be.
When the pardoning love of Jesus freely flows from sea to sea.
Response 2: When all men from strife and anger, greed and selfishness are free.
When the nations live together in sweet peace and harmony.
Leader:

Give the king your justice, O God;
May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice.

Response 1: We would help to build the city of our God, so wondrous fair;
Give our time, bring all our talents, and each gift a beauty rare.
Response 2: Powers of mind, and strength of purpose, days of labor, nights of strain,
That God’s will may be accomplished, o’er the kingdoms he shall reign.
Leader:

Give the king your righteousness, O God;
May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance
to the needy, and crush the oppressor.

Response 1: Founded on the rock of ages, built upon God’s promise sure,
Strengthened by the cords of service, we shall stand firm and secure.
Response 2: When the Father, Son and Spirit crown our labors with success,
Men and angels then uniting shall God’s mighty love confess.
Leader:

In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound.

Unison:

Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
Blessed be his glorious name forever; may his glory fill the whole earth.
Amen and amen.

from Psalm 72; and S/A song #83: Doris Rendell
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Between Memory and Hope
Advent Worship Series - Week 2
…A Time for Repentance
Scripture Study
Repentance
The themes from last Sunday are carried forward in these readings, with the Gospel
reading holding the key of repentance. The New Testament passages rely heavily on Old
Testament words and images, which again capture the hope to be embodied by the reign
of Messiah: an in-between times ethic of right living.
Isaiah 2:1-5
The belief expressed in this vision, that the Temple in Jerusalem would once again be the
focal point for worship and teaching, is by now a familiar concept, as are the images that
describe the coming Prince of Peace: no more war, swords turned into plowshares, spears
made into pruning hooks. The lesson is this: live now in the light of this coming reality.
Romans 15:4-13
The writer urges the congregation to adopt the characteristics of Christ in their treatment
of one another: to live in harmony and mutual acceptance. By this witness to nonbelievers will God be glorified, and the kingdom reign extended.
Matthew 3:1-2
John appears as the voice of the Old Testament prophets, renewing the vision and voice
of Isaiah I calling the people to repentance as the necessary condition to reforming the
“people of God.” His words of judgment recognize that just as the kings of Israel and
Judah sat on the throne but did not truly reign, so too are Israel’s leaders exhibiting a lack
of inner appearances to reveal the righteous among them.
For a call-to-worship or benediction:
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
A prayer: asking God to endow the king with true kingdom values; that the king would
rule with fairness and truth, and show concern for the weakest member.
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Between Memory and Hope
Advent Worship Series - Week 3
…A Time for Restoration
WORSHIP SERVICE OUTLINES
Each worship outline contains all elements needed for your worship service. The order
of each service presented is only a suggestion. No doubt changes will be needed to
accommodate the flow and worship style of your corps. The outlines are flexible and
allow opportunities to “cut and paste” as needed. If you are blessed with instrumental or
vocal music resources, you may find there is more structured material here than needed.
It is recommended that the headings of each section of the service be included in the
bulletin.
Announcements & Offering

The Memory of the First Advent
TB-496 – Adeste
Fideles
HC-140
Additional Optional Songs
SB#100 – Angels, from the realms of glory TB-398 – Come and
Worship (Regent
Sq.)
TB-653 – Here I am
SB#114 – Light of the world
to Worship
HC-146
HC#146 – Here I am to Worship
TB-370 – Hyfrydol
SB#104 – Come, Thou long expected
Jesus,
TB-87 – Joy to the
SB#107 – Hark the glad sound! The
World!
Savior comes,
TB-859 – The Light
SB#133 – Wonderful counselor
Has Come
HC-10
HC#10 – The Light Has Come
HC-61
HC#61 – Crown Him King of Kings
SB#116 – O come, all ye faithful
HC#140 – O Come, All Ye Faithful

TB-842 – Stille
Nacht
Additional Optional Songs
HC-169
HC-187
HC-220

HTD3 –T1 (3 vs.)
HCD12-T20
HTD4-T12 (4 vs.)

HCD13-T16
HTD1-T14 (3 vs.)
D4-T9 (3 vs.)
HCD1-T10

HCD5-T11

SB#124 – Silent night! Holy night!

HTD4-T15 (3 vs.)

HC#169 – Hallelujah
HC#187 – Jesus, Messiah
HC#220 – Incarnate

HCD15-T19
HCD17-T17
HCD20-T20
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Call to Worship:
They are often the quiet ones, unnoticed on earth but famous in Heaven. While the more
flamboyant are figuring out new ways to get people to listen to them, the quiet ones are
finding new places to listen to God. While the impatient demand their way immediately,
the waiters allow God to bring His best in His time. God delights in taking the quiet ones
into His confidence. The Almighty chose to share His greatest secret with one of His
most patient waiters. His name was Simeon.
(From Praise and Worship Study Bible, page 1257)
Drama: Going, Going…
Prayer
Thank You for fulfilling the desire of Simeon’s heart—not only did he see You, but he
held You in his arms. And I thank You, Lord, that what Simeon waited a lifetime to see
has been revealed for all who will open their eyes. You are the light of the world. You
are the hope of salvation for all who believe.
(The NIV Worship Bible, page 1375)

The Hope of the Second Advent
Responsive Scripture:
Leader:

Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are
those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is
near. (Revelation 1:3 NIV)
Listen to the words of Isaiah:

Reader 1:

Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; say to those
with fearful hearts, "Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will
come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you."
Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf
unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout
for joy.

Reader 2:

A highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness. But only
the redeemed will walk there, and the ransomed of the LORD will return.
They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads.
Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee
away. (Isaiah 35:1-10 NIV)

Leader:

Listen to the words of Matthew:

Reader 1:

When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples to
ask him, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect

42

someone else?" Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear
and see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy
are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is
preached to the poor. Blessed is the man who does not fall away on
account of me."
Reader 2:

This is the one about whom it is written: "'I will send my messenger ahead
of you, who will prepare your way before you. I tell you the truth:
Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John
the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than
he. (Matthew 11:2-11 NIV)

Leader:

Listen to the words of Revelation:

Reader1:

Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the
prophecy in this book. (Revelation 22:7 NIV)

Reader 2:

Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to
everyone according to what he has done. (Revelation 22:12 NIV)

Leader:

Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer
waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the
autumn and spring rains.

All:

Be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near.
(James 5:7-10 NIV)

TB-394 - Austria
SB#923 – God is with us, God is with Us
Additional Optional Songs
TB-402 – Helmsley
SB#260 – Lo! He comes with clouds
TB-406 – Praise, my
descending
soul
HC-149
HC#149 – In Christ Alone
HC-241
HC#241 – Crown him with many crowns

HTD1-T2 (3 vs.)
No CD
HTD2-T12 (3 vs.)
HCD13-T19
HCD23-T11

Candle Lighting:
Reader 1:

This is a day of Restoration.

Reader 2:

As Jesus announced at the beginning of his ministry on earth the start of
the Day of Restoration, so we announce the good news that he continues
this salvation work.

Reader 1:

See: All things in Christ are made new!

[Light the first three candles]
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Reader 2:

We light this third candle today as a symbol of Restoration.

Reader 1:

We see today the flame as a burning, cleansing fire.

Reader 2:

It is the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives that restores us.

Reader 1:

See the fire, and know that God is strong and mighty to save, to ransom
you from death.

Reader 2:

See the flame, and know that God is faithful and true to renew your spirit
to new life.

Reader 1:

This is a day of Restoration.

HC#45 – While We are Waiting, Come

HC-45

HCD3-T15

Prayer:
[Piano continues to play chorus]
Lord, refresh me today. Restore to me the joy of my salvation, and renew a right spirit
within me. Help me to heed Your call to come away from the activities of the day and to
sit quietly in Your presence and commune with You. I believe the words of the prophets,
and I rejoice in the vision of Your coming kingdom—a world without war, filled with a
people who walk in the light of their Lord. Darkness, hatred and pain will be forgotten.
Desperation and loss will be forever wiped away in the joy and comfort of Your
presence. O God, I thank You, bless You and praise You for Your sure promise, and I
look forward with longing toward its glorious fulfillment (The NIV Worship Bible, pages
900, 914, 1394)
Message – The Signs of Restoration
TB-361 – Blaenwern
TB-318 – Burning,
Burning
Additional Optional Songs
TB-68 – Crimond
SB#62 – The Lord’s my shepherd
TB-564 – At Thy
SB#742 – When shall I come
Feet
TB-875 – The
SB#301 – He wills that I should holy be
Wonderful Cross
(Boston)
HC-8
SB#482 - We’re all seeking
SB#262 - Love divine, all loves excelling

With an Ear for the Trumpet
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HTD5-T3 (3 vs.)
HTD1-T15 (3 vs.
– band ending)
HTD6-T6 (4 vs.)
No CD
HTD1-T4 (4 vs.)

HCD1_T8

Benediction:
Looking to the end, we remember our beginning. You have been there all along. You
are Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, the starting point and the destination
of life. We long for the day of Your return, Lord Jesus. Come to us. Abide with us.
Feed us and heal us. Cleanse us and possess us. Refresh us and sustain us. Live in us
and reign through us. We give You praise, our glorious Lord and Savior, as we wait
restlessly for Your return.
(The NIV Worship Bible, page 1683)

Vocal Benediction – SB#271 – Rejoice, the TB-200 – Darwalls
Lord is King
Additional Optional Songs
HC-149
HC#149 – In Christ Alone
HC-241
HC#241 – Crown him with many crowns
TB-402 – Helmsley
SB#260 – Lo! He comes with clouds
TB-406 – Praise, my
descending
soul
TB-618 – same
SB#1025 – For Thine is the Kingdom,
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HTD1-T7 (3 vs.)

HCD13-T19
HCD23-T11
No CD
HTD2-T12 (3 vs.)
HTD3-T13 (1 vs.)

Week #3
DRAMA

Going, Going, . . .
By Martyn Scott Thomas
© 2004 by Martyn Scott Thomas. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Luke 2:21-35
Scripture:

Setting:

After endless years of waiting for the consolation of Israel,
Simeon is ready to move on to the next phase of his life –
death.
Simeon – an elderly man
Thurston J. Osgood – director of Levi’s House of Eternity
A row of chairs (or any other reasonable facsimile) to simulate
a casket.
The inside of Levi’s House of Eternity.

Running Time:

3:00 minutes.

Synopsis:

Characters:
Props/Costumes:

[Thurston is walking around tidying up when Simeon enters.]
Thurston:

Good evening and welcome to Levi’s House of Eternity. My name is
Thurston Jefferson Osgood. How may I help you?

Simeon:

I’d like to look at a casket.

Thurston:

Well you’ve come to the right place. Levi’s House of Eternity prides
itself on supplying all of Jerusalem with everything a dying man could
ever want or need.

Simeon:

I just need a casket. [walks over to casket] Something like this.

Thurston:

That is one of our entry-level models. I’m sure that a man of your
standing would want . . .

Simeon:

[ignores Thurston and climbs “into” casket and lies down] Nope. This
will do just fine.

Thurston:

Please sir, I’ll have to ask you to step out of the merchandise. That
particular piece is already scheduled for the inevitable termination of
Matthew of Bethany.

Simeon:

But it’s so comfortable.

Thurston:

Yes, well we’d like to think that all of our models are simply to . . .
ahem, die for.
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Simeon:

[sits up and climbs out] Pretty catchy slogan. Do you have any more
just like this?

Thurston:

I’m sure we do have some of the Model 2350 plain, but wouldn’t you
like to take a look at our entire selection?

Simeon:

Not really. See, I don’t have a lot of time and I’d like to take care of
things as quickly as possible.

Thurston:

Oh, I’m sorry to hear that. Are you terminally ill?

Simeon:

No.

Thurston:

I see. Have death threats been made against you?

Simeon:

No.

Thurston:

I don’t understand, then. How do you know you don’t have much time
left?

Simeon:

I’ve seen the consolation of Israel.

Thurston:

I beg your pardon?

Simeon:

I’ve seen the consolation of Israel; just like I was promised.

Thurston:

I see. And just what exactly is this consolation of Israel? Did we come
second in some race or something?

Simeon:

No, the consolation of Israel is the Messiah. And I’ve seen him with
my own eyes.

Thurston:

And now you must die because you’re a sinful man.

Simeon:

Yes. No! I’m going to die because I’m old; really old. But the Holy
Spirit promised me I would not die until I saw the consolation of Israel.

Thurston:

So now that you’ve seen him it’s “Good-bye, Charlie?”

Simeon:

No, Simeon. My name is Simeon.

Thurston:

Okay, so “Good-bye Simeon.” So when’s this little expiration thing
going to happen?

Simeon:

I don’t know. It could be any time.
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Thurston:

Okay, but we close in 45 minutes.

Simeon:

I don’t think it will be that soon. I just want everything to be ready.

Thurston:

Well, let’s go into the office and we’ll fill out all the paper work. [they
start to exit as they finish their lines] By the way, how long have you
been waiting for this consolation thing?

Simeon:

About sixty years.

Thurston:

So was it worth it?

Simeon:

I’d gladly do it all over again.

Thurston:

What did it look like?

Simeon:

It looked like a beautiful baby boy. The cutest little baby you ever did
see.

[Blackout]
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Between Memory and Hope
…A Time for Restoration

Advent Sermon – Week 3
“The Signs of Restoration”
Imagine waking up one wintry weekday morning to see all around you – everywhere you
looked – things that once were dead coming to life. You walk along a well-worn path
through the woods, and see in your wake grass and flowers spring to life. You make a
frosty boat trip through a polluted lake, and see fish and water plants leaping up through
fresh water. You climb over and through the rubble of an abandoned section of a city,
and amazingly, brick and mortar rise to create whole buildings as you pass.
What is happening? In the dead of winter it is spring – it is greater than spring. It is
something amazing and impossible. It is the restoration of all that once was good and
right. But see! We are to live lives that are every bit as transforming as that. Instead of
adapting to death, we are to be bringing along with us an atmosphere of life that changes
and restores life to what has been dying and forgotten.
John the Baptist asked a singular question. He had to hope of the Advent of Messiah,
when the world would be restored to God’s intended creation. And so he asked if Jesus
was this One, or if we all should keep waiting, and keep looking.
But instead of giving him a straight answer, Jesus’ reply forced John to consider the
evidence. Jesus’ answer forces us to ask the question he wanted John to consider. Just
what are the signs of restoration? He points us all back to Isaiah, to say that the signs are
that healing is underway: on the world, on God’s people (as a whole), and on individuals
– this salvation is here! And he also says that signs of restoration include proclaiming
this good news.
One of our Christmas story characters was open to this news. His name was Simeon. He
was there, waiting, expecting, looking for Messiah, when Mary and Joseph brought the
infant Jesus to the temple for his dedication. It had been years of waiting for the “hope of
Israel,” and on that day, Simeon saw. Simeon knew. The time of restoration had begun.
Simeon believed.
But many others did not. They did not see with the eyes of a man like Simeon. And in
some ways, the people of God are still disbelieving that Messiah has come, that the
restoration of the world is for real and for us: we are still looking. Many are now waiting
for the Second Advent. We read and mentally process the facts of what was happening in
John’s time. We read that blind were given new sight; that lame people were able to
walk; that the impure were made clean; and that the deaf were given new hearing. We
even think we get it when we read about them proclaiming the good news.
Somehow it all seems rather remote in time. It’s as if this restoration was intended to be
limited to the early Church. Or worse, we try to replicate these physical healings to
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become an “authentic Church” in our actions. Most simply are content to pray fervently
for the Second Advent to renew our world.
But what if we read these signs of restoration for the principle behind them? What if we
understood the larger picture as a way of telling us that Messiah’s presence – God with us
– means a reversal of all that is dead? Do you remember the Bible stories about reversing
death? Micro-resurrections, I call them. A daughter, a brother: dead to the world, family
and friends already were beginning to adapt to death. But the presence of Messiah
brought a reversal: a restoration of life.
How would that principle look in our world, today? What are some micro-resurrections
that we could point to as signs of restoration? Instead of talking about the blind, the
lame, the deaf, how about: bankruptcies cleared! totaled cars like new! immigrants
treated like human beings! women in ministry no longer denied!
And what about the part about proclaiming the good news? I think it’s not a matter of
preaching or teaching. Rather, like the disciples, it’s a matter of practicing: of living out
the good news.
We are to live lives that are in themselves transforming. We are not to be satisfied with
merely struggling with circumstances; not simply compromising with the structure of
evil, or with a system that brings death. We are to be agents of transformation. We are to
be radiating out a different spirit and attitude that itself begins to change the atmosphere
around us. This spirit, of course, is the Spirit of God in Christ.
Where there is injustice, we live justly. Where there is unrighteousness, we live rightly.
Where there is no mercy, we live mercifully. To proclaim the good news is to live the
good news. When John asked Jesus if the world was experiencing the advent of Messiah,
Jesus showed him the answer.
Where Jesus walked, new life sprang up where death had once prevailed. What should
we – as followers of Christ – be leaving in our wake as we walk through the valley of the
shadows today?
I think Isaiah 35.8-10 points the way. These verses at the end of our Old Testament text
present us with pictures of the way through death. It is the way prepared and transformed
by the presence of Messiah. “And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of
Holiness.” The Way of Holiness. The manner in which we conduct our lives is to be in
the pattern set by the Lord. The way we live is to be a reflection of his holiness. It is the
call of John the Baptist, prior to the First Advent.
It is the call we can hear even today, prior to the Second Advent. It is the Restoration
Way of Living that is laid out by the life of Jesus. First, we see that Isaiah speaks of the
Lord’s return for the ransomed. To ransom is to rescue from death by paying the ransom
price. “The once-deserted land” is now alive, with living water.
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From the very beginning of his ministry, we see that Jesus was all about ransom:
restoring and renewing that which is dead. And he accomplished this by the sacrifice of
his own body. His own person. That gift was for us, now, today – the gift of the
presence of God in Christ – in us.
That is how we do it in these in-between times. That is what our life and ministry should
be about. Inasmuch as the presence of Christ is seen in us, the power of his resurrection
can be felt and experienced – by us and through us by others. It begins with faithful
action: action that redeems, ransoms, restores.
Between memory and hope is a time for restoration.
What will you leave behind where you walk today?
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BETWEEN MEMORY AND HOPE
…A TIME FOR RESTORATION

Advent Worship Series - Week 3
Children’s Message
“Set them free!”
Have any of you ever been lost? Or have any of you ever been trapped or caught
somewhere when you couldn’t get yourself out?
Pretend for a moment that we were planning a running and chase game. There are two
teams: a group that is chasing, and a group that is running away. Some of you will be
caught, and once caught, you will be held by the other team until some of your own team
members come to rescue you. But what happens if everybody on your team is captured?
Now, I know that the some of you are bigger and stronger than the others. You might be
saying to yourself, “I could get myself out of any trouble.” And that might be true! The
strong don’t always need help. But what about the weaker or the smaller ones? Who is
there to help them?
If I were to come and help one team – the ones being chased – I know where I’d start. I
would come to help out the smallest ones first, the weaker ones, and also the ones who
had been captured the longest.
Well, when Jesus came to announce help for those who were hurting, he wasn’t talking
about any game. He was talking about real life. About the kind of hurt that comes from
the pain of sin in our lives, sometimes from other people who are stronger or more
powerful than we are.
When Jesus comes into your life, he sets you free. He gives you an inner strength that no
outside power can defeat. And he gives us the promise of being with us always. Jesus
has come – and he says, “Set them free!”
Prayer
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Between Memory and Hope
Advent Worship Series - Week 3
…A Time for Restoration
Supplemental Materials
Invocation
How blessed is the one whose Savior is the Lord! We lift up our voices to you, O Lord
of the Ages, and declare our faith in you. For you lift up the lowly, heal the hurting, and
satisfy the hungry.
We come to you today in faithful anticipation. Restore, to those who are lost, a place in
your Kingdom, O God, we pray. Amen.
Benediction1
“Let nothing disturb thee, nothing afright thee;
All things are passing, God never changeth!
Patient endurance attaineth to all things;
Who God possesseth in nothing is wanting;
Alone God sufficeth.”
God and proclaim the good news!
A Prayer for the Day2
(Pastoral Prayer, alternate Invocation or Benediction, or after the Candle Lighting)
“Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are
sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver
us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and
glory now and for ever. Amen.”
Offertory Prayer
O God, our Redeemer, we can bring to you only as you have given to us. You have given
to us the blessing of true life, and we worship you with these our gifts, and by the
dedication of our lives in service to others, in the name of your Son Jesus Christ. Accept
this offering of praise, we pray. Amen.
Affirmation of Faith
We believe in the gospel, the message of God’s redemptive word, revealed fully in Jesus
Christ and soundly preserved in the whole of Scripture by inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
We believe that God wills the salvation of society as well as of individuals and that the
Kingdom of God is to come in all its fullness in this life, on earth, and that eternal life
awaits all who have turned to God in repentant faith.
1

Teresa of Avila, trans. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow: S/A song #956.
From The Divine Hours: Prayers for Autumn and Wintertime, compiled by Phyllis Tickle. New York:
Doubleday, 2000.
2
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We believe in the Holy Spirit who makes us new creatures. He sanctifies us, builds us up
in Christ and keeps us in communion with all believers who await faithfully the coming
of the Kingdom of God.
Salvation Story Study Guide, pp. 129, 124, 126

Call to Worship
Leader:

Happy are those whose help and hope is in the Lord.

Response:

Our help rests in you, O God.

Leader:

The one who made heaven, and earth,
the sea and all things in the sea,
the one who executes justice for the oppressed,
and gives food to the hungry.

Response:

Our help rests in you, O God.

Leader:

The one who sets the prisoners free,
and opens the eyes of the blind.
The one who lifts up those who are bowed down,
and watched over the strangers.

Response:

We come hoping, O God. Help us. Amen.
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Between Memory and Hope
Advent Worship Series - Week 3
…A Time for Restoration
Scripture Study
Restoration
The readings for this Sunday point us to the reality of the rich blessings poured out on the
world at the first coming of our Lord, even as they point us to an even fuller expression
of that kingdom reality in the future second coming. In this in-between time, we can
experience a renewal of God’s spirit in our lives; a strengthening of the weak; freedom
and relief for the captive and burdened; mercy, grace, and bounty given to those who
have been brought low and are hungry. To those who suffer still, the call is given to be
patient and trust in the Lord.
Isaiah 35:1-10
The prophet’s hope for restoration includes the physical world: all creation will
experience the renewal of salvation in that promised advent of Messiah.
James 5:7-10
Using the farmer’s patient faith as an example, the writer urges those who are still
suffering to take courage in the sure coming of the Lord. Many others in the course of
time have suffered, and remained faithful: hold on, endure!
Matthew 11:2-11
As a sign that the promised Kingdom inauguration is real, the word goes out that the
prophet’s [Isaiah’s] signs of restoration have begun: the healing is underway, and the
good news is being proclaimed. Those who receive the Promised One will be blessed
with the saving restoration of God’s presence.

For a call-to-worship or benediction:
Psalm 146:5-10
Part of a hymn: to the eternal creator God, who promises also to bring justice to the
oppressed and captive, and healing and nourishment to those in need.
An alternate reading
Luke 1:47-55
Like the Psalm, a hymn of praise to God: who restores the fortunes of those once laid
low. God remembers his promises!
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Between Memory and Hope
Advent Worship Series - Week 4
…A Time for Revelation
WORSHIP SERVICE OUTLINES
Each worship outline contains all elements needed for your worship service. The order
of each service presented is only a suggestion. No doubt changes will be needed to
accommodate the flow and worship style of your corps. The outlines are flexible and
allow opportunities to “cut and paste” as needed. If you are blessed with instrumental or
vocal music resources, you may find there is more structured material here than needed.
It is recommended that the headings of each section of the service be included in the
bulletin.
Announcements & Offering

The Memory of the First Advent
HC-61
HC#61 – Crown Him King of Kings
Additional Optional Songs
SB#100 – Angels, from the realms of glory TB-398 – Come and
Worship (Regent
Sq.)
TB-87 – Joy to the
SB#113 – Joy to the world!
World!
TB-653 – Here I am
SB#114 – Light of the world
to Worship
HC-146
HC#146 – Here I am to Worship
TB-370 – Hyfrydol
SB#104 – Come, Thou long expected
Jesus,
TB-394 - Austria
SB#923 – God is with us, God is with Us

HCD5-T11
HTD4-T12 (4
vs.)
HTD4-T9 (3 vs.)

HCD13-T16
HTD1-T14 (3
vs.)
HTD1-T2 (3 vs.)

Call to Worship/Candle Lighting:
Reader 1:

This is a day of Revelation.

Reader 2:

A day to recognize that God is with us!

Reader 1:

God incarnate: the very presence of God as human, among humankind.

[Light the four candles]
Reader 2:

We light this fourth candle today as a meaningful way of saying that the
light of the world has come.

Reader 1:

The light that removes darkness and doubt.
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Reader 2:

The light that has come to bring the dawning of recognition.

Reader 1:

It is the revelation that God has not abandoned us. He has not left us to
our just punishment.

Reader 2:

For God sent his Son into the world, so that the world would not perish,
but have life, and have life to the full.

Reader 1:

We are not alone! God is with us!

Reader2:

This is a day of Revelation.
TB-136 – same

SB#118 – O little town of Bethlehem

Additional Optional Songs
HC-72
HC#72 – Emmanuel
HC-82
HC#82 – Jesus, Name Above All Names
HC-123
HC#123 – Shine on Us
HC-219
HC#219 – King of Kings, Majesty
HC-220
HC#220 – Incarnate

HTD3-T5 (3 vs.)
Bethlehem
HCD6-T12
HCD7-T12
HCD11–T13
HCD20-T19
HCD20-T20

Prayer:
[Piano continues to play chorus]
In this special season of Advent we come to you, O God. Give us a vision not just of a
baby in Bethlehem’s barn, but of the Lord of Lords; not only of a lad in Nazareth, but of
the hope of the world; not only a rabbi teaching on a hillside and in a temple, but the
revealer of yourself; not only one who climbed a cross, but one who was raised to life,
who lives forevermore, our hope of life everlasting, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.
(From Invocations and Benedictions for the Revised Common Lectionary)
Reading:
Amid the cacophony of praises and rejoicing, we are drawn to the calm stillness that
embraces the Holy family. In this lowly stable the Prince of Peace finds comfort in the
loving arms of His mother. The Lord of lords rests under the loving care of a man who
will love this Child as his own. Look again and listen . . . how silently . . . the wondrous
gift is given.
(A Midnight Clear, page 61)

Drama: Imagine That

The Hope of the Second Advent

Responsive Scripture:
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Leader:

Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are
those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is
near. (Revelation 1:3 NIV)

All:

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with
child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14
NIV)

Leader:

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the
gospel of God--the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in
the Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a
descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared
with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus
Christ our Lord. (Romans 1:1-4 NIV)

All:

Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and apostleship to
call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from
faith. (Romans 1:5 NIV)

Leader:

You also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.
(Romans 1:6 NIV)

All:

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus
Christ. (Romans 1:7 NIV)

Message – Revealing Who Jesus Is
TB-276 – Dix
SB#101 – As with gladness men of old
Additional Optional Songs
HC-120
HC#120 – In the Manger
HC-123
HC#123 – Shine on Us
HC-127
HC#127 – How Deep the Father’s Love
for us
HC-139
HC#139 – There is a Message
HC-169
HC#169 – Hallelujah
HC-220
HC#220 – Incarnate
HC-226
HC#226 – I Worship You
TB-496 – Adeste
Chorus – O come let us adore Him
Fideles (chorus only)

HTD11-T3
HCD10-T20
HCD11–T13
HCD11-T17
HCD12-T19
HCD15-T19
HCD20-T20
HCD21-T16
No CD

With an Ear for the Trumpet
Benediction:
Lord Jesus, however the events in prophecy play out across the world’s stage, keep the
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eyes of our spirits fixed upon you. Whatever we may encounter as the final days unfold,
we ask You to provide us with patience, loyalty and discernment to remain faithful to you
and You alone, until the final Amen is spoken. (The NIV Worship Bible, page 1671)
Vocal Benediction – SB#271 – Rejoice, the TB-200 – Darwalls
Lord is King
Additional Optional Songs
HC-149
HC#149 – In Christ Alone
HC-241
HC#241 – Crown him with many crowns
TB-402 – Helmsley
SB#260 – Lo! He comes with clouds
TB-406 – Praise, my
descending
soul
TB-618 – same
SB#1025 – For Thine is the Kingdom,
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D1-T7 (3 vs.)

HCD13-T19
HCD23-T11
No CD
D2-T12 (3 vs.)
D3-T13 (1 vs.)

Week #4
DRAMA

Imagine That
By Martyn Scott Thomas
© 2004 by Martyn Scott Thomas. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Luke 2:1-20
Scripture:
Synopsis:

Joseph pauses to reflect on the birth of Jesus.

Characters:

Joseph – the father of Jesus

Props/Costumes:

Biblical dress.

Setting:

Bare stage. Just outside the stable.

Running Time:

4:00 minutes.

[Joseph enters slowly and silently, as if not to disturb his sleeping wife and child.]
Joseph:

This is not how I imagined it would be. But how could I have
imagined this? Just one year ago, I was on top of the world. I had just
moved into my own home, I was getting ready to open my own shop
and I was engaged to a beautiful girl. I had it all planned out. The
problem was, God had a different plan.
When Mary told me she was pregnant, my entire world crashed down
around me. I knew there was no way the baby could be mine and I
couldn’t imagine Mary ever being unfaithful. Her story didn’t seem
possible though, so I headed home in a daze and pondered what to do.
I decided to divorce her quietly. I knew this man in the next town who
could help. He assured me it would be very discreet. But, before I
could carry out my plans, I had a visitor.
It was an angel of the Lord. He appeared to me in a dream and said,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to go ahead with your marriage
to Mary. For the child within her has been conceived by the Holy
Spirit. And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he
will save his people from their sins.”
Mary’s story was true; still impossible, but true. What now? Of course
I would obey the angel, but what would people say? Who would
believe what we had to say when I myself was still having a hard time
comprehending it all?
I had to delay the opening of my own shop. Nobody would openly do
business with an adulterer. Luckily, Saul kept me on in his shop, as
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long as I agreed to do my work in the back room, out of sight.
Fortunately I was too good a craftsman to let go. But, my work load
and pay were substantially cut back.
It had been a really tough year, but as the time approached for the birth
of our son, it all seemed so trivial. We would finally have a fresh start.
Then we got word of the census.
How could we get to Bethlehem and back without putting Mary’s life
and the life of our son in danger? She was in no condition to travel, but
we had no choice. So we kept our travel to a few hours at a time and
only in the daylight. It was risky for anyone to travel at night,
especially someone in her condition. By the time we reached
Bethlehem, we were both exhausted. We needed to find a room so we
could rest and put our travels behind us.
It sounded like a good plan, but as I have learned this past year, my best
plans are never enough. We couldn’t find a single room anywhere in
town. All we were offered was this dark, smelly stable – and for twice
the normal rate for any room. Caesar wasn’t the only one making
money off this census.
Well, at least we’d be able to rest; or so I thought. No sooner had we
settled in among the cattle and sheep and Mary winced in pain. She
was in labor. How could this be happening? I was beginning to think
that God was punishing us with this child rather than blessing us. Can’t
anything happen normally?
Then, before I knew it, our son was born. We named him Jesus – at
least that went according to plan. The rest of this night has been a blur
of animals, shepherds and angels.
And now they’re asleep – both of them. I should be sleeping, too, but I
had to gather my thoughts before I lay down. I know our lives will
never be normal. I know that this is just the beginning of an amazing
journey – one that I can’t even imagine. But why should the future be
any different than this past year? This is not how I imagined it would
be. But I wouldn’t have it any other way.
[Blackout]
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Between Memory and Hope
…A Time for Revelation

Advent Sermon – Week 4
“Revealing Who Jesus Is”
At first glance, the Gospel text for today seems slightly out of order. It’s nearing
Christmas day, and here we are reading about the conception. Yet the focus today really
begins with one of our Christmas characters, Joseph, and on his reactions to news an
angel delivers to him in a dream. These actions form for us a frame of understanding.
They describe a two-stage process of revelation.
The first stage for Joseph is simple recognition. The angel revealed to him that the child
whom Mary, his betrothed, carried within her was conceived of the Holy Spirit. Joseph
needed to recognize the presence of God in the person of this child.
The second stage for Joseph is simple action. He needed to take action based on his
recognition. For Joseph, this involved staying true to his betrothal commitment, and then
naming the child.
Recognition and action: the two stages of Revelation.
The Evangelists – the Gospel writers – worked through a similar process. The work for
Matthew, for example, required first recognizing the presence of God working in and
through the kings of Israel in the time of Isaiah. Matthew understood that this picture of
another young mother and child represented God’s bringing to bear upon the people of
God the divine will through human means. The institution of kings in the history of
Israel as the people of God was an adaptation to the people’s circumstances. The king
was intended to be the person through whom God’s will would continue to be made
known and enacted in the earthly kingdom of God’s people.
Yet many times this simply didn’t happen. The prophets often challenged the royalty,
declaring that the kings acted upon their own intentions, and did not follow God’s
desires. Throughout the history of both Israel and Judah, we read of kings who either
acted with fidelity to God’s heart, or did not.
Isaiah’s words were the means for Matthew to bring to bear upon his own time the
recognition that God was once again acting through humans in a way that would express
the divine will and give life to the divine presence on earth. This time, we understand
this child to be more than a human king. This child was and is divine.
Even Matthew, the Gospel writer, first needed to recognize this truth. Then he was able
to act upon it, and to record this revelation for us.
In a similar way, we might turn to Paul, in writing to the believers in Rome. This time, it
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was not the conception of Jesus that is in question, but the resurrection. Once again,
however, we see the writer making the connection with the kings of ancient Israel. Paul
first recognizes that God is working through human means to reveal the divine will and
presence. Paul also recognizes that this person Jesus was and is more than human: like
Matthew, and like Joseph, Paul understands that God is revealing to the people of God
that Jesus was and is the Son of God. Jesus’ humanity and divinity are revealed to us.
Paul’s many magnificent letters are filled with the result of his taking action on this
recognition. Paul’s letters are the result of the revelation through the resurrection. It was
Paul’s letters, which predated the Gospels by several years, that lay the ground work for
many new believers in churches across many countries. The truth that today we
recognize as the incarnation came to Paul through the revelation of the resurrection.
For Joseph, Matthew and Paul, recognition and action are put together. In each of these
examples, we see that the message is clear. Both Resurrection and Incarnation speak of
God’s remembering his human creation. God has not forgotten or abandoned his people.
Nor has he decided to stop working through human means in revealing his presence to a
world in need of salvation that comes through his presence.
In fact, it is God’s amazing decision to work through people that continues to stagger us.
Sometimes this awesome message is so hard to grasp that we deny it is a reality. Who
am I that God should work through me to reveal the presence of God in Christ? But
don’t you imagine both Joseph and Mary saying those words? Who were they?
And what about Paul? The very one persecuting the followers of Jesus was the very
human vessel God used to reveal the truths of the Incarnation and thus power of the
Resurrection. Paul was first in line to say that he ought to have been last and the least.
And God worked wonders once Paul recognized and then revealed Jesus.
What about us today? Where does recognition and action come into play for the
continuing people of God, which includes the part of the Church that is this corps?
Another way of asking the same question is to say, where is the presence of God, where
is Messiah – incarnation of the divine – now, today?
When Paul tells the believers in Rome that they, too, belong to the people of God, he is
calling upon them to recognize their place in continuing the prophets’ work. That means,
especially, recognizing that Jesus is to be revealed in the lives of the people of God. And
it means that once we realize that Jesus can be revealed in what we do and say in this
community of believers, that we ought then to act upon that revelation.
You are the body of Christ. The Incarnation is continuing: Christ born in you, human
beings, through the power of the Holy Spirit. Do you recognize the presence of the
divine? How will you act upon that revelation in these in-between times?
Allow the recognition that a very old sign – a new birth – can and should be applied for
us today by the empowering realization that God wants to continue to work through
human means: through you! And then take action. Let that be a compelling force for
good work through extending the good news of God’s promise to others. Today is a day
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for revealing who Jesus is!
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BETWEEN MEMORY AND HOPE
…A TIME FOR REVELATION

Advent Worship Series - Week 4
Children’s Message
“Send the news!”
It’s almost Christmas Eve! All the preparations for Christmas are just about finished:
decorating, shopping, sending cards. Have any of you gotten Christmas cards yet? What
do you do at home with the cards you get from family and friends?
One nice thing to do is to hang them up with a string, or on a shelf, and look at all the
pretty pictures. Another great idea is to collect all the cards in a basket, and to keep them
on a table for several weeks after Christmas. Each day after the New Year, your family
can take a card out of the basket and read it again. Then you can remember that person or
family in prayer together.
That can be an important part of keeping Christmas alive for longer than just one day.
And it helps us to remember that all of these preparations we make for celebrating
Christmas aren’t even the most important parts of this season. Remembering each other
with thoughts of love and acts of prayer are more important than buying candy or having
parties.
When the gospel writer was trying to tell us how the baby Jesus would be the fulfillment
of God’s promises about the Messiah, he described a picture using words from the old
prophets: Look for a baby to be born to a virgin...a son called Immanuel, which means
God is with us.
Reading that again and again is even better than re-reading a Christmas card. This is a
message that’s really alive. Jesus was born a real live human being. And that thought is
a living reminder every day that God is with us. Every time we treat each other like Jesus
would, we keep alive that message too: God is with us! So send that news to somebody
today!
Prayer
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BETWEEN MEMORY AND HOPE
…A TIME FOR REVELATION

Advent Worship Series - Week 4
Supplemental Materials
Benediction1
“Go from this place and may Christ, Emmanuel, God with us, go with you this day, and
always.”
A Prayer for the Day1
(Pastoral Prayer, alternate Invocation or Benediction, or after the Candle Lighting)
“Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and
to be born of a pure virgin; you have wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully
restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we, who have been born again and made
your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; and
grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our
humanity, your Son Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor
and glory, now and forever. Amen.”
Offertory Prayer
The Word was with God, and the Word was God, and the Word became flesh and dwelt
among mankind. O Incarnate Word, we pray you receive these gifts and our lives as a
pledge to be your people, your body, your church. May your Holy Spirit so fill and move
us that by our lives together God may be glorified, and all people come to a saving
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Affirmation of Faith
We believe in God the Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, the man in whom God was
incarnated, who was born of the virgin Mary, who in his life proclaimed the coming of
the Kingdom of God, who healed and restored new hope and faith, who was charged,
tortured, condemned and at last suffered death on a cross, but by God’s creative power on
the third day was raised from death. His death on the Cross became our redemption from
sin and disobedience, a redemption offered to us by grace, through faith, and which we
can receive or reject.
Salvation Story Study Guide, p. 125

1

From The Divine Hours: Prayers for Autumn and Wintertime, compiled by Phyllis Tickle. New York:
Doubleday, 2000.
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Call to Worship
A Choric Reading: “Immanuel”2
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 3:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 3:

A sign shall be given
A virgin will conceive
A human baby bearing Undiminished Deity
The glory of the nations
A light for all to see
And hope for all who will embrace reality

Unison:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Unison:
Reader 3:
Unison:

Immanuel
Our God is with us
And if God is with us…
…who could stand against us?
Our God is with us
Immanuel

Reader 1:
Reader 2:

For all those who live in the shadow of death a glorious light has dawned.
For all those who stumble in the darkness: behold your light has come!

Unison:
Reader 3:
Reader 1:
Unison:
Reader 2:
Unison:

Immanuel
Our God is with us
And if God is with us…
...who could stand against us?
Our God is with us
Immanuel

Reader 3:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 3:
Reader 1:

So what will be your answer? Oh will you hear the call...
...of Him who did not spare His son, but gave him for us all?
On earth there is no power
There is no depth or height
That could ever separate us from the love of God in Christ.

Unison:
Reader 2:
Reader 3:
Unison:
Reader 1:
Unison:

Immanuel
Our God is with us
And if God is with us...
...who could stand against us?
Our God is with us
Immanuel

Arranged from an original poem in The Promise: A Celebration of Christ’s Birth: Prayers, Reflections
and Songs, by Michael Card. Nashville, TN: Sparrow Press, 1991.
2
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Between Memory and Hope
Advent Worship Series - Week 4
…A Time for Revelation
Scripture Study
Revelation
The recognition that a sign from long ago applies in a new situation is behind the
readings for today. The realization that an old promise has meaning and power for today
can be the compelling force for extending the good news of that promise to others.
Isaiah 7:10-16
God chooses the sign for the reluctant king: a child born, whose stages of growth and
development become markers for the judgment actions that will soon take place in the
life of the nation and their neighbors.
Romans 1:1-7
The writer points to the lineage of Jesus, connecting the birth of the Christ to the human
king David, and connecting the Christ to God through the revelation of the resurrection,
that Jesus is the Son of God. All this, he explains, means that we have the authority of
the prophets to extend the revelation, of who Jesus is, to all people everywhere.
Matthew 1:18-25
The Evangelist renews the “child of promise” sign from Isaiah’s time to point us to the
revelation of his birth as a means of demonstrating that the life of this child Jesus is the
continuing (and fullest) promised presence of God; and of God’s ongoing involvement in
the nation and its neighbors. God has not forgotten or abandoned his creation.
For a call-to-worship or benediction:
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
A Prayer: for God to not withdraw his mighty and powerful saving presence from his
people forever. The plea for God to once again bless a son on the throne is answered in
the form of Messiah’s birth. God’s face brings salvation; acting on this revelation is an
every-person challenge and mission.
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Between Memory and Hope
Advent Worship Series - Week 5
…A Time for Resolution
WORSHIP SERVICE OUTLINES
Each worship outline contains all elements needed for your worship service. The order
of each service presented is only a suggestion. No doubt changes will be needed to
accommodate the flow and worship style of your corps. The outlines are flexible and
allow opportunities to “cut and paste” as needed. If you are blessed with instrumental or
vocal music resources, you may find there is more structured material here than needed.
It is recommended that the headings of each section of the service be included in the
bulletin.
Announcements & Offering

With an Ear for the Trumpet
Call to Worship:
“The Word became human and lived here on earth among us. He was full of unfailing
love and faithfulness” (John 1:14 NLT)
The operative word of this verse is among. He lived among us. He donned the costliest
of robes: a human body. He made a throne out of a manger and a royal court out of
some cows. He took a common name—Jesus—and made it holy. He took common
people and made them the same. He could have lived over us or away from us. But he
didn’t. He lived among us.
He became a friend of the sinner and brother of the poor. He touched their sores and felt
their tears and paid for their mistakes. He entered a tomb and came out and pledged that
we’d do the same. And to us all, he shared the same message…I will come back and take
you to be with me so that you may be where I am” (John 14:1, 3 NLT).
And how do we respond?
Some of us pretend he doesn’t exist. Others hear him, but don’t believe him. But then, a
few decide to give it a try. They, like Simeon, “wait for” and “look forward to” the day
Christ comes (2 Peter 3:11).
Be numbered among the searchers, won’t you? Live with an ear for the trumpet and an
eye for the clouds. And when he calls your name, be ready.
(When Christ Comes, page 155-156)

TB-200 – Darwalls
SB#271 – Rejoice, the Lord is King
Additional Optional Songs
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HTD1-T7 (3 vs.)

TB-402 – Helmsley
TB-406 – Praise, my
soul
TB-618 – same

SB#260 – Lo! He comes with clouds
descending
SB#1025 – For Thine is the Kingdom,

No CD
HTD2-T12 (3 vs.)
HTD3-T13 (1 vs.)

Drama: Lights Out
*Candle Lighting:
*if this service is Christmas Eve or a New Year’s Watchnight Service
Reader 1:

This is a day for Resolution.

Reader 2:

A way to move forward: in maturity, in example, in true holiness living.

Reader 1:

A day to act on our faith in Jesus Christ:
God incarnate: the very presence of God as human, among humankind.

[Light the fifth/central candle]*
Reader 2:

We light this / these candle[s] today and declare our intent to be examples
of God’s holy light on earth.

Reader 1:

The glory of God, announced on high, embodied in Christ, given to us.

Reader 2:

The light that is the favor of God: His face, shining on us:
His salvation, reflected in our lives.

Reader 1:

It is the resolution to be God’s people.

Reader 2:

God’s holy people – that the world may know: Jesus is alive today!

Reader 1:

This is a day for Resolution.

HC-45
HC#45 – While We are Waiting, Come
Additional Optional Songs
HC-67
HC#67 – Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord
HC-10
HC#10 – The Light has Come
HC-72
HC#72 – Emmanuel
HC-82
HC#82 – Jesus, Name Above All Names
HC-123
HC#123 – Shine on Us
HC-187
HC#187 – Jesus, Messiah
HC-220
HC#220 – Incarnate
Prayer:
[Piano continues to play chorus]
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HCD3-T15
HCD5-T17
HCD1-T10
HCD6-T12
HCD7-T12
HCD11–T13
HCD17-T17
HCD20-T20

Lord, we have received “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Christ.” You have given us the light of Your presence, Your very own glory, to shine on
us, in us, through us, and around us. And now in these days when darkness covers the
earth, you call us to action—shine before all humanity, that they may see our good deeds
and give praise to you. While we await the ultimate consummation of this promise in the
second coming of our Lord, help us to do all we can to dispel the darkness from the world
around us.
(The NIV Worship Bible, page 988)

Responsive Scripture:
Leader:

Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are
those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is
near. (Revelation 1:3 NIV)

All:

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he
will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.

Leader:

All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate
the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats.

All:

He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.

Leader:

"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed
by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since
the creation of the world.

All:

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,

Leader:

I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I
was in prison and you came to visit me.'

All:

"Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry
and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?

Leader:

When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and
clothe you?

All:

When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'

Leader:

"The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'

All:

"Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
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Leader:

"Then they will go away to eternal punishment,

All:

But the righteous to eternal life”. (Matthew 25:31-41, 46 NIV)

HC#5 – There is a Redeemer

HC-5
Additional Optional Songs
HC-36
HC#36 – Candle of the Lord
HC-10
HC#10 – The Light Has Come
C-99
HC99 – Shine, Jesus, Shine!

HCD1-T5
HCD2-T16
HCD1-T10
HCD8-T19

Message – Resolution: the Beginning and the End
TB-111 – Spohr

SB#750 – Father, I know that all my life

Additional Optional Songs
TB-414 – Christ is
SB#588 – I bring to thee my heart to fill
All
TB-213 – Aurelia
SB#255 – I’m set apart for Jesus
SB#610 – My life must be Christ’s broken TB-111 – Spohr
bread
TB-323 – Denmark
SB#734 – Precious Jesus, O to love Thee!
Hill

HTD10-T14 (3
vs.)
HTD3-T6 (3 vs.)
HTD3-T3 (3 vs.)
HTD10-T14 (3
vs.)
HTD12 –T4 (3
vs.)

Benediction:
Jesus, draw me close. Apart from you I can do nothing. But if I live in You and You live
in me, then I will bear much fruit. So fill me with faith that overflows into good works.
Fill me with love that overflows into service to others. And fill me with hope that
overflows into courage to do your will.
(The NIV Worship Bible, page 1592)

Vocal Benediction – SB#1025 – For Thine TB-618 – same
is the Kingdom
Additional Optional Songs
HC-149
HC#149 – In Christ Alone
HC-241
HC#241 – Crown him with many crowns

70

HTD3-T13 (1 vs.)

HCD13-T19
HCD23-T11

Week #5
DRAMA

Lights Out
By Martyn Scott Thomas
© 2000 by Martyn Scott Thomas. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Scripture:
Matthew 5:13-16
Synopsis:

A man has a flash light that he is reluctant to use.

Characters:

Setting:

Marty – the owner of a flash light
Ken – Marty’s friend
A bench or two chairs. Marty should have a flash light in a
paper bag or a duffle bag.
Marty is sitting on a bench with his flash light in a bag.

Running Time:

2:30 minutes.

Props/Costumes:

[Production note: Throughout this sketch, the lights should get dimmer, ending in near
black out.]
Ken:

[enters and sits next to Marty] What are you doing?

Marty:

I’m waiting for the sun to go down.

Ken:

[sarcastically] Must be a busy day, huh? What’s in the bag?

Marty:

A new flash light.

Ken:

Can I see it?

Marty:

No.

Ken:

Why not?

Marty:

It’s brand new and I want to make sure it’s going to work when I need
it.

Ken:

Like when the sun goes down?

Marty:

You got it.

[Lights dim a little]
Ken:

It’s starting to get a little darker. Why don’t you pull it out now?

Marty:

No way. If I pull it out now, the batteries may not last until I really
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need it.
Ken:

If it’s brand new, the batteries should last for quite a while. I’m sure
you’d be safe just to try it out.

Marty:

Not a chance. With my luck, these batteries have been sitting around
for years. Do you remember that yo-yo I bought last week with the
lifetime warranty?

Ken:

Yeah.

Marty:

It’s dead. The string fell off. And that homing pigeon I bought last
month?

Ken:

Yeah.

Marty:

It flew home – wherever that is. No way. I’m not taking this light out
of the bag until I know it’s dark and I really need it.

[Lights dim a little more]
Ken:

I don’t know. It’s getting darker. I really think you should take your
light out of the bag and turn it on.

Marty:

Listen. I appreciate your concern, but I’m just not going to turn it on
until it’s dark enough.

Ken:

Can’t you take it out of the bag and not turn it on?

Marty:

If I did that, then you’d want me to turn it on for just a second, then for
just a minute, and then the batteries go and I’m left in the dark.

[Lights dim almost completely]
Ken:

Okay. Is it dark enough, now?

Marty:

[drops his bag] I think so.

Ken:

So, why don’t you turn your light on?

Marty:

I dropped my bag and I can’t find it. It’s too dark.

Ken:

I don’t believe you!

Marty:

You don’t happen to have a flash light, do you?
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[Blackout]
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Between Memory and Hope
…A Time for Resolution

Advent Sermon – Week 5
“Resolution: the Beginning and the End”
Resolutions are tricky things. We are encouraged by our culture to engage in a kind of
game whereby we make promises we all know we’re bound to break. Even as we say the
words, “I resolve to lose 15 pounds,” we know our very next action is to reach for
another holiday cookie. The end of the resolution – failure – comes along with its
beginning.
This kind of resolving – whether we do it at a Christmas Eve service, or a New Year’s
Eve service, or whenever – is fruitless. It does not often bring real change. In fact, the
whole enterprise is based on the false assumption that simply by wishing to make
ourselves better, we can. Because we know the weaknesses in a plan that relies on our
own power, failure is written in that kind of promise.
This is true even with what some may call “spiritual resolutions.” These are the kind of
promises we make in order to be better people spiritually. But we cannot make ourselves
holy. Any attempt to be righteous by a person with an unclean heart is an effort that is
short-lived at best. It will soon become a self-righteous attitude, and a works-based
salvation story. Simply saying I resolve to be better won’t make it happen. The end –
failure – of such a resolution is already present in its beginning, during the promises we
whisper in a setting just like this.
In this season [this season just past] that we have been remembering the First Advent of
Christ, and during which we have been considering how our actions now make a
difference in that consuming judgment of the Second Advent, we have been called to
consider what it means to be holy people of God now. In these in-between times, we turn
our attention to how we live our lives as God’s people. And it is appropriate to make
resolutions.
And the primary resolution, that most of us who call ourselves Christians make, is
typified by this 1896 Palmer Hartsough hymn:
I am resolved no longer to linger,
Charmed by the world’s delight,
Things that are higher, things that are nobler,
These have allured my sight.
I will hasten to Him, hasten so glad and free;
Jesus, greatest, highest, I will come to Thee.
I will hasten, hasten to Him, hasten so glad and free;
Jesus, Jesus, greatest, highest, I will come to Thee.
I am resolved to go to the Savior,
Leaving my sin and strife;
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He is the true One, He is the just One,
He hath the words of life.
I am resolved to follow the Savior,
Faithful and true each day;
Heed what He sayeth, do what He willeth,
He is the living Way.
I am resolved to enter the kingdom
Leaving the paths of sin;
Friends may oppose me, foes may beset me,
Still will I enter in.
I am resolved, and who will go with me?
Come, friends, without delay,
Taught by the Bible, led by the Spirit,
We’ll walk the heav’nly way.1
While this song was no doubt written for use in revivals, to call people to repentance and
pledge themselves to living the Christian life, its greatest application for many of us is
found in its strong determination to live the holy life. And yet for many it has the hollow
ring of wishful thinking. “I am resolved to follow the Savior, faithful and true each day.”
Those are good words. They make a wonderful resolution: maybe you have said this,
prayed this, many times before. But has anything changed?
“I am resolved to [leave] my sin and strife.” Are you? Is that a resolution you’d like to
make? I think it’s the desire of every Christian, at some level, to want to be more Christlike; to have and live out a godly character.
The holiness scholar and writer John Oswalt, in his book, Called to Be Holy, picks up this
theme when he addresses the experience of many Christians: “If it is true that God’s goal
for our lives is that we shall share his character and live out this life, and if all Christians
have received the Holy Spirit who makes such a life possible, why do so many Christians
seem to fall short of the goal?”
Oswalt then retells a story to illustrate the situation of many believers; people that I think
have made resolutions that have ended almost before they began:
A poor man dreamed of taking a journey on a great ocean liner.
He saved his money carefully for many years and finally calculated
that he had enough money to buy the ticket. But when everything
had been added up he realized that he did not have enough money
left over to pay for the kind of sumptuous meals he had heard they
served on ocean liners. So he took what he had and bought a large
box of soda crackers and some cheese and took it aboard with him.
So when the rest of the passengers went to the dining room for
their meals, this man stayed in his room and ate crackers and
1

Find the text and a midi tune for this hymn at < http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/i/a/iamresol.htm>.
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cheese, just counting himself fortunate to be having this experience
at all. But on the last day afloat, he determined that he would have
at least one of those wonderful meals, so he took all the money he
had left, hoping it would be enough, and went to the dining room.
Imagine his surprise and chagrin when he was told by the steward
that they had been holding his place at the table all week because
the price of meals was included in the price of the ticket.2
Oswalt continues:
I am convinced that this old story accurately describes the state of
far too many Christians. The life of the Spirit is theirs. That
blessed condition where they can live lives of obedience, free from
ravaging self-consciousness, joyously learning and doing the will
of their heavenly Father is theirs. It was purchased for them on the
Cross. The power of the Holy Spirit is in them ready to be
unleashed to enable them to live lives which are blameless before
God, lives which are without defect in God’s sight. Yet they
struggle on with their “crackers and cheese” when a sumptuous
feast is spread and a place card with their name on it marks the
place reserved for them.
The bad news is that too often we have made the kind of resolution where failure is
guaranteed. The good news is that there is another resolution we can make where the end
is also guaranteed: but whose end is victory.
What makes the difference? Faith. Oswalt says that Christians do not have the
experience that they say they want because, “in God’s economy you cannot possess what
you do not have the faith to ask for.” Now, I imagine there are many out there who are
saying, “You just got my hopes again, only to knock me back down – faith?! – don’t I
already have faith? If I’m a Christian believer, I already have faith, don’t I?”
And the answer, of course, is yes; you have faith, just like the man had meals prepared
and ready for him. You have faith just like you have muscles in your body: it’s there, but
you’re not exercising it. Faith is virtually meaningless unless it’s exercised – unless it is
put into action.
Here is Oswalt again:
You cannot possess a love that is genuinely self-forgetful, that
does not ask what it can get out of a relationship, unless you
exercise faith to receive it. You cannot possess a heart that is
wholly the possession of God unless you exercise faith for it. You
cannot be absolutely faithful, even when it seems to be costing you
too much, unless you exercise faith for it. […Christians] need to
discover their need, discover the supply which [is] there to meet
that need, and exercise the faith to bring the supply and the need
2

John Oswalt, Called to Be Holy (Nappanee, IN: Evangel Publ. House, 1999), pp. 149-50.
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together.
It’s that third part that ends our resolve. You feel the need for living a holy life, you
understand and believe that God is able to supply that need through the power of the Holy
Spirit. But what is the key to “exercising faith”?
The key is self-less-ness. Think back on every un-Christian thought you’ve had. Every
unholy action you’ve taken. Every motivation that you’ve followed that has not reflected
the character of a holy God. What is common to all of sin? Sin is directly related to the
fundamental drive to protect the self. To protect, to save, to serve, to promote, to love the
self.
Faith is believing – and acting on that belief, often in the face of no tangible evidence to
warrant it – that by working to protect, serve, love, others first, God will provide all that
you need in return. The opposite is also true: when we act to take care of ourselves first,
we simply never discover God’s provision. The real pain comes when we realize that our
feeble attempts to take care of ourselves don’t work. We end up still wanting more;
discouraged, frustrated, angry, you name it.
In the 1 Thessalonians text, Paul is addressing a group of Christians who need to take that
next step, who need to start exercising their faith. Immediately prior to a section
regarding the Second Advent, Paul addresses what is lacking in the lives of the believers
there.
Put back into context of a letter that moves on to speak about Christ’s Second Coming,
this series of holiness directives read as if Paul were saying to them, and us, that the time
and circumstances of Christ’s Second Advent are not as important as the condition of our
lives when he does return.
Consistent with this calling is the voice of the prophet Isaiah, who is calling the people of
God to act like it – to let the reflected light of God shine so that others, too, will be drawn
to the saving presence of God.
And understood as leading us to the proclamations of John the Revelator, we hear as if
for the first time the promises of God forever dwelling with his people and the renewal of
all creation. We hear and understand that we have a part to play in God’s renewing work.
Inasmuch as we display lives that speak of the renewing work of Christ, we make real
now these truths: on earth as it is heaven; now as it was then, at the beginning of creation,
and will be again, at the fulfillment of time; true holiness living between memory and
hope.
May we show our true resolution by our actions, this day and every day to come, by the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Between Memory and Hope
Advent Worship Series - Week 5
…A Time for Resolution
Children’s Message
“Looking forward, looking back”
In long ago Rome, people told many stories about super-human creatures. Each one of
these personalities was connected to a part of every day life. For example, some were
thought to control the weather; others were connected to the oceans, or the trees.
One of these was named Janus. The stories told about him involved gates and door ways.
When people drew pictures of Janus, he always had two faces: one looking forward and
one looking back. Today, we get the name for the month of January from Janus, because
this is the month when we also look back over the past year, and look forward to the year
ahead.
But there is also a name we give to people who are deceitful: “two-faced.” It means
someone who has promised us something only to turn their back on that promise and say
something else. It’s as if they have two faces, one good and one bad.
People no longer believe in those ancient super-human stories. But we still take the time
to look back on what’s happened during the year, and to look ahead as well. And this is
also the time that we make promises. Many of those promises we make to God, to be
better people, or to read his Word more often.
We can trust God’s promises, and God wants us to be people others can depend on to
lead them to God. Let’s all think about this past year, and think about the days that are
ahead. What kind of person does God want you to be this year?
Prayer
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BETWEEN MEMORY AND HOPE
…A TIME FOR RESOLUTION

Advent Worship Series - Week 5
Supplemental Materials
Invocation3
“O God, in this hour we pray.
We invite your presence.
What we know not, teach us,
What we see not, show us,
What we have not, give us,
What we are not, make us,
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.”
Benediction1
“Go from this place of united worship
Strengthened by the Spirit in your inner being,
So that you, at all times,
In all things,
Wherever you are,
May be enabled to do God’s work
In the power of the living Christ. Amen.”
A Prayer for the Day4
(Pastoral Prayer, alternate Invocation or Benediction, or after the Candle Lighting)
“Purify my conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son
Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in me a mansion prepared for himself; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.”
Offertory Prayer
O holy God, we offer these gifts even as we offer you our lives. Accept them
both as signs of our resolution to be your people – the hearts and hands, the feet and
voices, that would build in your kingdom, we pray. Amen.
Affirmation of Faith
We believe in the Holy Spirit who proceeds from the Father through the
intercession of the Son; the Spirited inspired the Scriptures of the Old and New
These may be reprinted for use in the worship service when this notice is included: “From Invocations
and Benedictions for the Revised Common Lectionary, compiled and edited by John M. Drescher.
Copyright © 1998 by Abingdon Press. Used by Permission.”
3

4

From The Divine Hours: Prayers for Autumn and Wintertime, compiled by Phyllis Tickle. New York:
Doubleday, 2000.
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Testaments so that they provide the authority for Christian belief and conduct; he
awakens people to their need of salvation, imparts faith to those who would believe and
new life to all who trust in Jesus. He commences the work of sanctification which
accompanies justification, and can lead the Christian to perfect victory over sin.
Salvation Story Study Guide, p. 124

Call to Worship
Unison:

O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Leader:

You have set your glory above the heavens.

Response:

From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise because of
your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.

Unison:

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation:
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation.
All ye who hear, brothers and sisters draw near.
Praise him in glad adoration.

Leader:

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place...

Response:

What is man that you are mindful of him,
the son of man that you care for him?

Leader:

You have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned
him with glory and honor.

Unison:

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee:
Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
He who with love doth befriend thee.

Leader:

You made him ruler over the works of your hands;
you put everything under his feet:

Response:

All the flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field; the birds of the air,
and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.

Unison:

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the amen sound from his people again:
Gladly for aye we adore him.

Unison:

O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

from Psalm 8; and S/A song #19: Joachim Neander; trans. Catherine Winkworth

80

Between Memory and Hope
Advent Worship Series - Week 5
…A Time for Resolution
Scripture Study
Resolution
The concept of living out the revelation of God’s presence continues with this series of
readings for today. We are called to resolve to pattern our lives after Jesus – to live now
as living representatives of (and in) the presence of God. We are called to lives of
holiness.
Isaiah 60:1-5
The people of God are called to receive and reflect the “light” so that in their shining
example of right living, God is glorified, and the world is brought to God’s saving
presence.
1 Thessalonians 4:9-12
The keynote of holiness living is struck here by the writer, who subsequently addresses
Christ’s return. But it is not the time or manner of the Second Advent that forms the
primary message here, as much as it how much the writer urges the believers to resolve to
live a life more and more pleasing to God, until that final Day of the Lord.
Believers are called to a fuller life commitment: it is not sufficient to claim faith in
Christ; we are to put that faith into action so that the results are seen in our life and
behavior.
Revelation 21:1-6a
The central image of this great proclamation is the word-picture of a city descending
from heaven to be the earthly “dwelling place” of God’s people. Its meaning for us now
is enriched by understanding its relevance to the incarnation: the divine One, descending
from heaven to “dwell” as the embodiment of God-with-people.
I
n the promise that God is “making all things new,” we embrace our place and role in this
transforming work.
Matthew 25:31-46
The warning of earlier readings is repeated: how we treat others now has a real bearing
upon our place as people in God’s presence.
For a call-to-worship or benediction:
Psalm 8
A song of praise: the writer’s words are echoed and transformed in the New Testament,
and remain a wonder – that God would entrust lowly human flesh as a vehicle for
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delivering the glory of God.
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