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Polk County Salvation Army Summer 2020 

COVID-19 and homelessness 

COVID 19 has impacted lives everywhere.  Many lives have 

been lost and many have been sick and gotten better.  While 

we do not know the future of where this global pandemic will 

take us, we do know, so far, how it has impacted us.   

Back in March, when COVID-19 Safer at Home was issued, we 

implemented safety changes in our space, along with everyone 

else.  Our office remained the only operating office in the build-

ing of the Community Center.  We are considered essential 

and the need to remain at the office was a must.  We restricted 

visitors and handled most calls over the phone.  We implemented procedures to keep our personnel 

safe and we worked with our shelter residents to help them understand the safety measures they 

should take.  We continued to work with our school districts to make sure our Backpack Program con-

tinued despite school closures and we worked diligently to make sure we were handling everything we 

could safely and effectively according to our local health officials.  But, we are lucky to have an office 

space with running water to wash our hands as cleanliness is easy when you have the resources at 

your fingertips.  Soap, water, shelter...things we each take for granted every day.  If you are homeless, 

how do you protect yourself against things like pandemics?      

Many of us were scared of the unknowns and sad to be stuck Safer at Home, but, many of us have 

homes to be safe in.  Our homeless often go without safety.  Many people in Polk County are sleeping 

outside at this very moment.  Shelter space is limited and resources are scarce.  We at The Salvation 

Army are doing all we can to help and we are grateful for the generosity of the public, especially during 

times like these.  Your donations truly matter and make a difference.  As we move forward into the next 

year with many unknowns, you can be assured that we will continue to work hard to find shelter for the 

homeless and homes for people to be safe in.  We will continue to feed hungry kids through our back-

pack program and we will continue to make sure people who have a home can stay in their homes.  We 

cannot do this without your support.  We depend on you and are very thankful for your generosity;   

We appreciate your continued support and your prayers.  We are praying for all of you, too.   

“Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying. When 

God’s people are in need, be ready to help them.                                               

Always be eager to practice hospitality.” - Romans 12:12-13 



No In-Person Backpack Fundraiser means we need YOU to Help Feed Hungry Kids 

Did you know there are hundreds of families living in our community today that are 
struggling to provide food to their children?  This basic necessity has been a strug-
gle in many of our neighbors’ homes and we have seen an increase in need with the 
COVID19 pandemic.  The Salvation Army has met this need with a program that 
helps families who struggle by   providing a backpack full of food for over the week-

ends when their child is not benefiting from a free or reduced lunch at school.   

In the 2019-2020 school year, The local Salvation Army Backpack program support-
ed over 425 families each and every week by providing a backpack full of food on 
the weekends to families who requested the service.  300 of those families live right 

here in Polk County.  Our services did not stop, despite school closures due to COVID-19, and in some instances, the 
level of  distribution increased.  Many of the reports from school officials who have assisted us in making sure the bags 
are making it into homes have been positive with moms and dads stating they are relying on this  valuable food resource 
for their families.  In uncertain times, we continue to serve our families.  We want to make sure that no matter where a 
child begins Monday morning, whether in the classroom or virtually, they have food to eat in their cupboards and are 

ready to start their school week, ready to learn. 

Each back pack roughly costs around $7 to fill.  Those costs vary each week depending on food costs and whether or 
not a milk coupon is included.  No matter what, a need to raise substantial funds to support the program remains.  This 
year, our annual backpack fundraiser had to be cancelled due to COVID-19.  Despite not being able to host an event, we 
are hoping that you would consider donating to help us feed hungry kids as we head through the summer and into the 
school year. We will be running a virtual fundraiser through the month of August 2020.  We are hoping you will prayerful-
ly consider a donation to this important Polk County program.  This is a vital and necessary resource, especially this 
year, and your help is needed.  The final details are still being worked out but please, watch your local papers, our Face-
book page Polk County Salvation Army and consider giving.  We need to raise $30,000 to cover what we could have 

raised at our annual event.  We will need all of your support.   

If you would like to mail a backpack donation in today, you can do so by writing a check and sending it to:  Polk County 

Salvation Army MEMO: Backpacks,  PO BOX 129, Clear Lake, WI  54005.  Thank you and stay tuned! 

 

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________________ State:_______  ZIP:___________________________ 

Phone:_______________________________________ Email:___________________________________ 

 

Helping to Feed Hungry Kids in Polk County 

Backpack Program Donation 



13 gallon garbage bags 

Copy Paper 

Tape (masking and scotch) 

Kleenex 

Office Supplies                      

(pens, pencils, paper clips, tape etc.) 

Paper Towels 

Toilet Paper 

 

NEW Pillows 

Dish Soap 

Lysol (spray and liquid cleaner) 

Towels (Kitchen and Bath) 

Over the Counter Meds          

(Adult, Tylenol, Advil, Chapstick, etc.) 

Pots and Pans 

Utensils 
 

For more than 100 years, The Salvation Army has 

provided hope and healing to those on the front lines. 

A fresh take on the tradition of Donut Lassies deliver-

ing sweet treats to soldiers during World War I, The 

Salvation Army continues to honor the tradition each 

year by celebrating National Donut Day.  This year, 

we chose to  honor the men and women who are 

fighting to protect the most vulnerable during the           

coronavirus crisis.   

We celebrated June 5th by bringing Donuts to Amery 

Ambulance and Osceola Medical Center, along with 

a few other stops along the way.  We are thankful to 

Kwik Trip for helping us spread smiles around Polk 

County by bringing yummy treats 

Advisory Board Member Betty Collins delivers Donuts 
to Amery Ambulance Crew 

Salvation Army’s Angela Moulton delivered Donuts to 
Osceola Medical Center 



Did you know, you can receive your newsletter in your inbox rather than your mail box?  If you would  
rather receive the electronic version, please just email your email address to:   

Angela.Moulton@usc.salvationarmy.org along with your name and  
postal address and we will update our records to  

include YOU for the electronic newsletter! 

Thank you! 

Chaplain Support Line Available 7 Days A Week 

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, The Salvation Army of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan 
launched a new support line.  It is available every day for people who need someone to talk to.  The 
number is 888-651-7294 (SAWI), will be available from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. every day and will be 
manned by trained Salvation Army chaplains. 
"We will take calls from people across Wisconsin and Upper Michigan who need a word of encour-
agement, who are feeling alone with no one to talk to, and who are looking for spiritual care and 
prayer," said Pastor Alexis Twito, Chaplain Coordinator. 
 

GIVE BIG  
Donations 

 
This year, on 
April 28th, The 
Polk County  
Salvation Army         

participated in the Give Big St. Croix Valley 
online giving day.  The event  is held annually 
and many local non-profit participate.  We 
have participated in this online giving day     
annually and have been so thankful for the   
donations that have come into our programs 
because of it.   

This past April, due to Coronavirus, we were 
unsure of how the day would go.  So many of 
us were staying home and many were uncer-
tain about the future.  We are thankful for the 
$2800 we received in donations to help feed 
the hungry and house the homeless in Polk   
County.  Thank you for your gift!  You are 
how we are able to Do the Most Good.    

Do you know someone who may be facing eviction? 

 

Do you know someone with a utility disconnect? 

 

COVID-19 has cause many hardships in our County.  
Please reach out if you need assistance.   

715-263-2900 

tel://888-651-7294


The Silent Messengers performance a success! 

The Silent Messengers performed on 

March 1st to support the local homeless 

shelters.  The performance was held at 

Immaculate Conception Church in New 

Richmond.  The local group has          

performed many years on behalf of Grace 

Place and Serenity Home Shelters        

located in Polk and St. Croix County.   

The local group started this a few years 

back and it has been well attended by 

many wanting to celebrate the life of     

Jesus during the season of Lent but also 

wanting to help the shelters at the same 

time.  This year was our best attended 

performance and we are so thankful for the support.  We had reported that the group was ending 

their performances due to the organization’s director retiring from serving in this capacity.  But, we 

learned there may be a chance that the Silent Messengers could be back in some form under new 

leadership.  We were excited to meet them at our event this year as the couple considering the ven-

ture used to be a part of the Silent Messengers 

group.  What a cool story!  We will wait to see 

where God leads this group and we, of course, will 

work to see if we can bring this popular group back 

during Lent again.  We love what they do and love 

this ministry!  What a great support they have been 

to our homeless too. 

Many other thanks go to our volunteer group that 

helps pull this event together.  Also to Immaculate 

Conception Church in New Richmond for being 

amazing hosts.  Their volunteers were fantastic in 

helping us navigate the building and the kitchen 

space.  

BIG Thanks goes to our soup sponsors and dinner 

rolls sponsor.  Thank you to: Amery Family   Restaurant, Not Justa Café, Wild Badger, Ready 

Randy’s and Next Door Café.  Thank you also to Family Fresh—New Richmond.  You are all so very 

generous!  

Thank you also to the many who attended and donated to help this be a great event that we hope 

brings a reminder of why we have Lent and who Jesus is to our world.  Thank you to all!  We will 

keep you posted on what the future holds for this event.  We are excited that it may yet be able to 

continue! 

 

 

Thank you volunteers for helping serve up some yummy soup! 

Thank you Silent Messengers for your                       

amazing performance! 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about how 

you can volunteer or   

donate to help in your 

community. 

Salvation Army - Polk 

County 

PO BOX 129 

Clear Lake, WI  54005 

(715) 263-2900 

The Mission Statement of the 
Salvation Army USA 

The Salvation Army, an interna-
tional movement, is an evangeli-
cal part of the Universal Chris-

tian Church. Its message is 
based on the Bible. Its ministry 
is motivated by the love of God. 

Its mission is to preach the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and to 

meet human needs in His name 
without discrimination. 

Salvation Army—Polk County 

PO BOX 129  

Clear Lake, WI  54005 

 

Return Service Requested 

Polk County                  

Advisory Board 

Al Foxwell - Chair 

Kathy Poirier  

Jill Stoffel 

Judge Jeff Anderson 

Dessy Anderson 

Betty Collins 

Devon Quinn 

Deanna Briesemeister 

 

RED KETTLE COORDINATORS NEEDED 

As the needs in Polk County increase, so does 

the need to have successful fundraisers. 

We are looking for a few helpers! 

We are looking for a Bell Ringing throughout  

Polk County. 

Duties would include: Securing Volunteer Bell 

Ringers for 2-3 locations in your community, 

scheduling the bell ringers for their shift and  

communicating with volunteers and the local 

business, civic and church communities. 

This is a paid (stipend), seasonal position.   

Please call 715-497-4438 for more information 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID         

MAILED FROM 

ZIP CODE 54017            

NON PROFIT 

PERMIT NO. 5 


