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The Latest News From The Salvation Army in Metro Detroit

Doing The Most GoodDispatch
Celebrating 150 
years of Service
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It was 1865 when a 36-year-old 
Methodist minister named William Booth 
and his wife, Catherine, found themselves 
in the slums of London with thieves, 
drunks and prostitutes.  The Booths  
spent their days offering food, shelter, 
clothing and the message of Christ to 
anyone in need.  

By caring for the “untouchables” in  
the city, the Booths hoped to transform 
their lives by meeting their most basic 
human needs.  Over time, they were joined 
by hundreds of volunteers who shared 
their vision.

Thirteen years later, William Booth 
had organized a growing number of 
volunteers and even some employees to 
take on the mission.  He was looking over a 
copy of his ministry’s annual report, and he 
noticed the phrase, “The Christian Mission 
is a volunteer army.”  With a raised eyebrow, 
he crossed out the words and wrote, 
“Salvation Army.”

What William Booth knew that day is 
what we still believe today:  When people 

are suffering from hunger and sleeping in 
unsafe conditions, we must do all we can to 
provide for them, as Jesus would have.  

The world has certainly changed in 
150 years, but the effectiveness of serving 
in the name of Jesus Christ has not.  The 
Salvation Army has grown to serve men, 
women and children in 126 countries 
around the world - fighting for millions of 
souls by demonstrating compassion.  Last 
year, we offered assistance to more than 28 
million people in the United States alone.

the History of the salvation 
army in Metro Detroit

In October, 1887, The Salvation Army 
rented space above a fish market in Cadillac 
Square.  The Detroit Corps moved twice 
before settling at the corner of Bagley and 
Second Streets in 1938.

The iconic Salvation Army brass and 
drum bands played in the streets to attract 
people to church meetings.  At the time, the 
Salvationists faced resistance from local city 
government, but Colonel Blanche Cox led 

the charge to allow these open-air meetings 
to go on.  In 1901, James Scripps, owner of 
The Detroit News, ran a front-page article 
supporting Col. Cox’s position, and free 
speech eventually won out.

With Colonel Cox, Catherine Booth 
and her daughter, Evangeline, all holding 
important positions, The Salvation Army 
was also a leader in placing women in 
leadership roles, decades before women had 
the right to vote.

A Michigan historical marker noting 
the contributions of The Salvation Army 
to the city was dedicated in 1987, and 
is located on Randolph Street between 
Jefferson and Cadillac Square.

Volunteering by the numbers

The Salvation Army of Metro Detroit encourages the community to do its part to 
make the world a better place to live and work.  Do the Most Good today!

62 million

According to the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, more than 

people volunteered in 2013.

Volunteers spent an average of  

     50 hours 
      Volunteering.

Volunteers spent 
more than 

12,800 hours
ringing bells.

are the largest population 
of volunteers.

35-44 year 
olds
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It’s time to sign up to ring a bell at the Red Kettle!  Contact Danielle Greco at 
(248) 443-5500 ext. 240 or email danielle_greco@usc.salvationarmy.org.
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After School Programs Build Futures upcoming events in Metro Detroit
The Bed & Bread Club of Metro Detroit 

turned 28 years old this year, and is on its way to a 
certain kind of stardom!  A documentary about our 
program has been in the works, and will make its 
film debut on September 15, 2015, at the Emagine 
Theatre, 200 N Main St., Royal Oak.

Please join us for a special red-carpet event, and 
experience the story of how your donations change 
and even save lives every day.  The program feeds 
more than 5,000 people daily and provides shelter 
to more than 600 people each night of the year.

General Admission tickets are $25,  
VIP $50. Please RSVP to this special event by 
calling (248) 443-5500.

November
7 Coats for Kids Radiothon
13  Offical First Red Kettle Ring Day
20  Metro Red Kettle Kick-Off  

   (Campus Martius)
20   Rochester Hills Kettle Kick-Off 
    (The Village)
27   Thanksgiving Day Parade  

   

December
5 National Realtor  
    Ring Day  
5  Celebrity Bell Ring Day  
5  Noel Night
11/12   WOMC Toy Castle

Visit our website at Salmich.org for more 

Look for these upcoming events!
Royal Park Event, Red Wings Bell Ringing, Bell Ringing at the Joe Louis Arena, 
Paint the City Red Day, Metal in the Kettle and Walmart Fill the Truck

to learn more, visit Ringbell.org



The Salvation Army makes children’s programs a priority 
because it always pays off.  “We are a holistic program,” says Darius 
Wheeler, Community Ministries Coordinator at the Harding 
Corps.  “We focus on education . . . and the complete development 
of each child.”

Since 2000, Wheeler has worked at youth programs in every 
Detroit Corps.  He understands the benefits of these programs 
on the child, their family, the schools and the larger community.   
“When healing a community, we must include a safe, welcoming 
environment with structure and ability to show the love of Christ.” 

It takes a lot of friends like you to ensure that underprivileged 
boys and girls can have a life-changing experience like the one 
we offer at Echo Grove Camp and Retreat Center.  Our camp 
counselors can see up close how much children are affected by just a 
few days away from home.  Here’s what they say about the summer 
camp experience:

“All these kids need is that extra attention – that friendship  
from someone who supports them and keeps them going.”

“The things we plan for campers are catered to them, so they 
can have fun and be joyful.”

“The kids who come here are the ones who are going to go 
home and have an impact in the community in a positive way.”

Echo Grove Camp and Retreat Center, the Eastern 
Michigan Salvation Army Camp, is located on 188 acres at 
Lakeville Lake, near Oxford.  It includes a ropes course, zip 
line, climbing wall, boating, swimming pool, gym, nature center, 
campfires, caring counselors and Bible class.  

We offer a variety of resources and assistance for young 
people all year long, and your gifts are always appreciated.  For 
more information on Echo Grove Camp and Retreat Center or 
if you would like to help sponsor a child at summer camp next 
year, contact us at 1-877-saL-MICH.
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Message from  
Major Russell Sjögren, General Secretary

Dear Friend,

Throughout his service to The Salvation Army of Metro 
Detroit, Major Mark Anderson has provided pastoral services 
and support to countless men, women and children across 
our community.  Now we all wish him the best as he moves 
on to his next assignment.  On behalf of everyone here at The 
Salvation Army, we are so grateful to the Anderson family for the 
dedication they have shown to those needing a hand up. 

What an amazing year for The Salvation Army of Metro 
Detroit!  Thanks to your generosity and the wonderful spirit 
of giving of so many in the community, we were able to provide 
hope, nourishment and so much more to thousands of local area 
men, women and children.
 

this year, your gifts have helped . . .
	 •	 Assist	5,255	people	with	emergency	disaster	relief
	 •	 Give	children	an	experience	of	a	lifetime	at	Echo	 
  Grove Camp
	 •	 Serve	more	than	9,200	meals	every	day	and	offer	 
  2,212 nights of shelter each night
	 •	 Establish	a	support	system	for	individuals	and	families		
   who are trying to get back on track through our 
   Pathway of Hope 

•	 Raise	$1.4	million	for	basic	services	through	the	Bed	&		 	
 Bread Club at our 28th Annual Radiothon
•	 Offer	life	skills	and	parenting	classes	for	new	parents
•	 Energize	our	efforts	through	volunteering	to	help	others		 	
 during the most difficult days of their lives

As we move towards the holiday season, we still need your 
help to ensure we can provide for those in need.  I am so  
grateful to be in Metro Detroit where the spirit of generosity  
and compassion is alive and abundant.  Thank you for  
continuing to reach out to assist others as they strive to  
overcome their burdens.

May God richly bless your caring spirit.

        Sincerely,

hello, from Lt. Colonels John & Theresa Turner

ViSiT SALMiCh.orG or CALL 1-877-SAL-MiCh.  For CuSToMer SerViCe iNquirieS CALL 248-443-5500.

Major Russell Sjögren
General Secretary
Metro Detroit Area Commander
Eastern Michigan Division

For the Love of Children

Lieutenant Colonel John E. Turner, Divisional Commander and his wife, 
Lieutenant Colonel Theresa, as Divisional Director of Women’s Ministies, arrived  
in Eastern Michigan in October, 2014. 

 Lt. Colonels John and Theresa have been commissioned Salvation Army 
officers for more than 26 years.  This is a bit of a homecoming, as Lt. Col. Turner 
previously served as General Secretary and Metro Detroit Area Commander for 
The Salvation Army’s Eastern Michigan Division.  They report meeting some of  
the most extraordinary people here that have made the last year an amazing one.

Most recently, they served as divisional leaders in The Salvation Army’s 
Indiana Division.  Their other appointments include leadership positions in Niles, 
Michigan; Chicago, Illinois; Kansas City, Missouri; and Champaign, Illinois.


