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Finding Sobriety and Salvation
Mental Health Respite and Celebrate Recovery offer a second chance at life.
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T.J. Grau, 62, has struggled with alcoholism since she 
was 12 years old, but the retired emergency room nurse 
and former volunteer firefighter and EMT believes it’s 
never too late for a second chance. 

“I never found the right program that fit me … until 
now,” she said. After being hospitalized for alcoholism, 
T.J. found herself at The Salvation Army’s Haven of Hope, 
a Mental Health Respite (MHR) facility on Fontenelle 
Boulevard. “I had an epiphany when I came here,” she 
said. “I never knew The Salvation Army had programs 
like this.” 

MHR is a short-term residential program that offers 
psychiatric stabilization, counseling, resources and life 
skills training to men and women age 19 and older in 
order to help them transition to independent living. “I felt 
like I had lost control of my life, but the MHR program 
gave me structure,” T.J. said. 

While enrolled in MHR, T.J. met Capt. Kevin Robbins, 
chaplain at Omaha Citadel Corps, who introduced her 
to Celebrate Recovery, a Christ-centered 12-step program 
that meets twice a week at Citadel Corps.

“Growing up, I wasn’t very spiritual or religious,” said T.J. 
“I didn’t understand God until I came here and started 
praying with everyone. I feel like I found God through 
Celebrate Recovery and The Salvation Army. It just brings 
me so much joy.” 

Capt. Kevin appreciates T.J.’s willingness to share her story 
in order to help others who are struggling with addiction. 
“Alcoholism can happen to anyone — a police officer, a 
judge, a nurse — not just someone who is down on their 
luck,” he said. “In this process, we’ve learned from T.J. 
and she’s learned from us. From the first time I met her, I 
knew she was a candle in the darkness.”  

T.J. completed the MHR program and, with the support 
of her newfound Celebrate Recovery group and MHR 
community, she has transitioned to living independently 
in her own apartment. Because she suffers from macular 
degeneration and is partially blind in her left eye, T.J.’s 
friends from the program help her run errands and get 
back and forth to church and meetings.

Nine months sober and eagerly anticipating her one-year 
sobriety anniversary, T.J. is healthy, living independently 
again and pursuing her passion for abstract painting. She 
hopes to be able to teach painting classes to seniors, but 
in the meantime, she volunteers at Celebrate Recovery, 
helping set up the space for the weekly meetings, cleaning 
and doing whatever else needs to be done. 

“This program has made me feel like I am part of the 
church,” she said, “and it’s made me want to volunteer 
with The Salvation Army, to give back a little of what 
has been given to me. This program and this church have 
been my salvation.” 

For more information about the MHR program, please 
call 402-898-5918. For more information about Celebrate 
Recovery, please call 402-553-5694, ext. 4.

T.J. Grau at Omaha Citadel Corps
"I feel like I found God through Celebrate 
Recovery and The Salvation Army. It just 

brings me so much joy."

Letter from the Divisional Leaders

Dear Friends, 

For many of us, these days of social 
distancing, remote work and school 
and anxiety about our loved ones, our 
financial security and our own health 
feel a lot like the wilderness the Israelites 
endured during Old Testament times. 
There is much uncertainty as we struggle 
to navigate the unfamiliar landscape of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  

The silver lining in these unprecedented times is that we are reminded once again 
of the value and importance of community. As Paul wrote to the Corinthians, all 
of us together are Christ’s body, and each of us is a part of it. “If one part suffers, 
all the parts suffer with it” (1 Corinthians 12:26-27). Now, more than ever, we 
are called to pray for, care for and love one another. 

In this issue of “Building Hope” magazine, you’ll read how The Salvation Army 
of Omaha and Council Bluffs is collaborating with local partners to provide food 
and long-term support to those most impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic (see 
pages 4-5). 

We also invite you to look back one year ago to the historic flooding that wreaked 
havoc on the lives of thousands across Nebraska, South Dakota and western 
Iowa. Amid our current challenges, we can draw hope from the resilience and 
courage of those who survived and prevailed (see pages 6-7).

We also fondly recall summertime memories at our beloved Gene Eppley Camp 
(which was destroyed by the flood), while we celebrate the purchase of our 
new Western Plains Camp in South Sioux City, gratefully anticipating the new 
memories that will be made there for years to come (see page 8). 

Finally, in this issue we also celebrate an inspiring story of personal renewal and 
restoration (see page 3), and an innovative after-school program that is helping 
kids thrive in North Omaha (see page 9). 

Even in the midst of a global pandemic, we see signs of new life all around us 
in the blooming flowers and budding trees, reminding us that our gracious and 
loving God does indeed make everything new (Revelation 21:5). Today and 
every day we give thanks to God for His presence with us and His promise of 
everlasting life. 

May God bless you richly today!

Majs. Greg and Lee Ann Thompson
Divisional Leaders
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Educational Support

As parents and caregivers struggled to keep their kids 
occupied in the wake of city-wide school closures, The 
Salvation Army’s Kroc Center in Omaha stepped in to 
help fill the gap by offering free age-appropriate activity 
kits for kids in pre-K through sixth grade.  

In late March and early April, Kroc Center youth and 
education staff members distributed more than 2,000 free 
activity kits via curbside pickup at the Kroc Center to 
families in need.  

Each kit included an educational activity, a hands-on game 
with an educational focus, a book in English or Spanish 
(donated by Scholastic and Half Price Books), all materials 
needed for the activity and, for the younger grade levels, 
a coloring book. The packets also included resources for 
parents and caregivers, including information about how 
to talk to kids about stress, daily devotions and details 
about additional resources and support available at the 
Kroc.
 

“Parents told us that picking up the activity kits was the 
highlight not just of their kids’ week but of their week 
too,” said Kroc Center Arts and Education Director 
Kevin Boesiger.  

Long-term Financial Assistance

As unemployment continues to skyrocket, an 
unprecedented number of people — including many 
who, until now, have never needed to ask for assistance 
— are reaching out to The Salvation Army for financial 

assistance in order to pay their rent and utility bills and 
health care, prescription and insurance costs. 

“We expect thousands of people here in the Omaha 
metro will experience the financial aftershocks of this 
pandemic for months to come,” acknowledged Maj. 
Greg Thompson, Salvation Army Western Divisional 
commander. “Our goal as we transition from meeting 
basic needs to long-term response is to help as many 
people get back on their feet again as we can.” 

Emotional Support

The Salvation Army established a special metro-area 
helpline staffed by retired and current Salvation Army 
officers — all of whom are ordained ministers  — to offer 
emotional and spiritual support for those suffering from 
anxiety, loneliness or a sense of helplessness during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Helping others with their emotional and spiritual needs 
is something we at The Salvation Army don't take lightly,” 
said Capt. Ronnie Amick, who serves as The Salvation 
Army Western Divisional youth secretary and is also 
currently overseeing helpline operations. “Sometimes it’s 
as simple as reassuring someone that everything is going 
to be okay. It’s truly a privilege to help people in this way.”
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COVID-19 Relief Fund

In March, Maj. Greg Thompson announced a new 
relief fund dedicated specifically to supporting 
The Salvation Army’s efforts to assist the metro 
community as it deals with the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Donations to this fund will be designated specifically 
to cover basic needs expenses — helping those 
in need with everything from food to utility-bill 
assistance to rent payments and more. 

Contributions to the COVID-19 Relief Fund can 
be made either online at salarmyomaha.org or via 
check to: The Salvation Army Western Division, 
COVID-19 Relief Fund, 10755 Burt St., Omaha, 
NE 68114. Thank you!

Tiffanie McCowin, director of material assistance and seasonal services, and 
her staff are filling nearly five times the typical number of grocery orders 
each week at the Burrows Center food pantry. 
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The Salvation Army's Pandemic Response Offers Help 
and Hope to Those Most Impacted

Just over 100 years after the Spanish flu of 1918, The 
Salvation Army is once again on the front lines of a 
national pandemic, meeting basic needs and offering relief, 
comfort, help and hope in response to the COVID-19 
outbreak. 

The devastating economic impact of the pandemic is 
especially challenging for low-income individuals and 
families now facing job loss, a reduction in employment 
hours, financial insecurity and a lack of food and basic 
necessities. Here are some of the ways The Salvation Army 
of Omaha and Council Bluffs is helping those who are 
most vulnerable.

Food Distribution 

According to the Food Bank for the Heartland, 
approximately 43 percent of children in Nebraska receive 
free or reduced-priced school lunches; in some schools, 
the numbers are as high as 80 to 90 percent. With schools 
closed indefinitely, families have been forced to seek other 
resources for critical meals.

On March 19, The Salvation Army of Omaha and 
Council Bluffs joined Food Bank for the Heartland, 
Westside Nutritional Services, Saving Grace Perishable 
Food Rescue, local school districts and other nonprofit 
organizations to announce a mobile food distribution 
program designed to feed food-insecure children in the 
metro area whose schools are closed due to the pandemic. 
The Salvation Army committed to staffing five of the 13 
overall distribution sites — three in Omaha and two in 
Council Bluffs. Trucks deliver meals to each site once a 

week via a drive-up distribution to prioritize the health 
and safety of the community during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Between all the participating organizations, 
this ongoing effort has been serving 26,000 meals per 
week to children in need.  

Since the start of the pandemic, the food pantry at The 
Salvation Army’s Burrows Center has, at times, filled  
nearly 1,000 grocery orders each week — almost five 
times the number of normal weekly orders, according 
to Tiffanie McCowin, director of material assistance and 
seasonal services at the Burrows Center. 

North Corps Community Care Kitchen has distributed 
grab-and-go lunches Monday through Friday to 
approximately 180 individuals each day and delivered 
food boxes to area daycares and to seniors in a nearby 
apartment complex. 

“We’re still feeding the community, but we’ve had to pivot 
to figure out how to do it in a way that keeps people safe,” 
said North Corps Lt. Sam Nolan-Jones. 

In March and early April, staff at the Kroc Center in Omaha distributed more than 2,000 free educational activity kits to families with kids ages pre-K 
through sixth grade. 

The Kroc Center Omaha lit up the night during Holy Week with a 
brilliant display of lights, shining as a beacon of hope amid the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
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One Year Later

One year later, the Lemuses are still reeling from the 
devastating effects of the flood. Because the family 
couldn’t find adequate housing in Bellevue, both kids 
had to switch schools. Juan only recently found a new job 
after being let go by his former employer for missing work 
during the flood. And Lisa admits that she still grieves the 
loss of her home. 

After eight months in her mother’s basement, Natalie was 
finally able to move into her own rental house in Omaha, 
but she still drives her two school-age children to their 
former school in Bellevue because she wants them to have 
some consistency in their lives.

The flood was also a setback in her pursuit of an associate 
degree. Last spring Natalie was forced to drop her classes 
at Metropolitan Community College, where she was 
working toward a degree in health care management. She 
has since resumed her coursework and hopes to continue 
for a bachelor’s degree at the University of Nebraska 
Omaha while she works as a certified nursing assistant. 

“I still feel defeated sometimes,” she admitted. “But there’s 
also so much good that has come out of this experience, I 
can’t help but be optimistic.” 

The Lemus and Littleton families are slowly rebuilding 
their lives and feeling more hopeful as each day passes. 
Lisa credits The Salvation Army as a major factor in their 
recovery and progress. “Most people will never know the 
million things The Salvation Army did during the flood, 
but we know,” she said. “When the shelters were closing, 
The Salvation Army was still standing with us.” 

From left: Emma, Amiya and Julian Littleton

The Salvation Army’s Disaster Resource Center in Bellevue provided much-needed supplies, information and emotional support to hundreds of flood 
survivors.

"Most people will never know the million 
things The Salvation Army did during the 

flood, but we know. When the shelters 
were closing, The Salvation Army was still 

standing with us."
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Spotlight on Flood Recovery: One Year Later
One year ago, Lisa Widman-Lemus and Juan Lemus were 
just $3,800 away from paying off their house in Paradise 
Lakes. That dream evaporated on March 16, 2019, when, 
amid blaring sirens, Bellevue law enforcement officials 
told the family they had 20 minutes to evacuate. Before 
they drove out of Paradise Lakes, Lisa ducked back inside 
the house for one last look. “I wanted so badly not to walk 
out that door, but I knew I had to,” she said. “It was such 
a helpless feeling.”

Thousands Displaced

Within days, thousands of homes across a 400-mile 
corridor flanking the Missouri River and its tributaries 
had been destroyed. The historic flooding impacted a 
three-state region and caused more than $3 billion in 
losses. 

“I couldn’t even breathe when I saw our house,” Lisa said. 
Along with dozens of other displaced individuals and 
families, the Lemuses stayed at a shelter in Bellevue for 
nearly a month. Aside from the handful of items they had 
grabbed before evacuating, everything they owned was 
destroyed by the water, which reached the gutters. 

“The Salvation Army came into the shelter with food and 
water — three hot meals a day,” Lisa said. In addition 
to nutritious food, the three daily mealtimes also offered 
the Lemus family much-needed structure in their days at 
the shelter, as well as the opportunity to rest for a few 
minutes.

“Having the meals there made us stop, sit down and eat 
with our kids,” Lisa said. “It sounds like a small thing, but 
it wasn’t.”

More Than Supplies

The Lemuses’ Paradise Lakes neighbor, Natalie Littleton, 
had only lived in her rental for two weeks before rapidly 
rising floodwaters and a mandatory emergency evacuation 
forced her to flee with just a few clothes, her television 
and a tote containing photos and important documents.

“My three kids and I had just moved out of my mother’s 
basement after I’d recovered from a year-long illness, and 
then, two weeks later, we had to move right back in again 
after our house and pretty much everything we owned 
was destroyed by the flood,” she explained.

Lisa and Natalie reconnected at The Salvation Army’s 
Disaster Relief Center (DRC) in Bellevue. “We just 
started hugging and bawling when we saw each other,” 
Lisa remembered. 

The DRC was open for months to provide flood survivors 
with everything from deodorant, soap and shampoo 
to dishes, silverware and clothing. It also became an 
information hub, where people could connect with local 
agencies to get financial assistance and help, and a place 
of comfort. 

“If I was feeling desperate, confused or uneasy, I’d walk 
in there, and there would always be someone smiling,” 
Lisa said. 

Paradise Lakes

From left: Juan, J.J., Lily and Lisa Lemus
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Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the North Corps after-school 
program has been temporarily paused. The corps plans to restart 
the program in August for the 2020-2021 school year.

Slip into Cherrilyn Loftin’s office at The Salvation Army 
North Corps on any weekday afternoon, and you’ll likely 
find a half-dozen or more middle school and high school 
students quietly bent over open books or busily writing 
book reports.  

“I like getting to learn new things,” said 12-year-old 
De’Janae’ McKnight, who was working on a report about 
Harriet Tubman. De’Janae’, a seventh-grader at King 
Science & Technology Magnet School, has been attending 
the after-school program at “The Sal” for three years, 
where she enjoys socializing with her friends, catching up 
with “Ms. Cherri” and reading, writing and drawing.

Under the leadership of Lt. Kenneth Jones and Capt. Sam 
Nolan-Jones, enrollment in North Corps’ after-school 
program has more than tripled, increasing from fewer 
than 40 kids to 144 registrations in the last year alone. 

“We knew when we first started that we wanted to offer a 
safe place for kids, but we also felt like we had the capability 
to do more than that,” said Capt. Sam. “Literacy is an 
issue, so we wanted to stand in the gap there. We also 
try to work on specific areas where kids are lacking — 

whether that’s academically, emotionally or behaviorally 
— to make connections for them and encourage them.” 

Many of the kids enrolled in the after-school program 
enjoy playing basketball, volleyball and dodgeball in the 
gym, but others focus on academics and life skills under 
Loftin's direction.

Eleven-year-old Isha Abdullahi appreciates the quiet time 
she gets after school at The Sal. The sixth-grader at King 
Science & Technology Magnet School has seven brothers 
and three sisters, and her mother works full-time at a 
local daycare. “There’s nothing to do except watch TV at 
home,” she said. “Coming here is much more interesting.” 

Loftin created a rewards system in which students earn 
gift cards for reading and writing a book report for 
a certain number of books. The program emphasizes 
literacy, but it also helps the students learn life skills like 
time management, responsibility and focus.

“I’m very businesslike in my approach,” said Loftin. “I 
expect them to be on time, I set a deadline, and they are 
rewarded on ‘payday.’”

North Corps staff have also been trained in what Capt. 
Sam calls “the love and logic approach.” “We model 
what it looks like to make a mistake, take ownership 
of that mistake, and then move forward into restored 
relationship,” she said.  

Whether it’s on the basketball court, at the lunch table, in 
Ms. Cherri’s study room or working one-on-one with Lt. 
Kenneth or Capt. Sam, kids in the after-school program at 
North Corps are getting the attention, love and guidance 
they need to grow and thrive. 

“The bottom line is that we are focused on relationship 
building,” said Capt. Sam. “And because of that, it’s easy 
to see the transformation taking place, even day to day.”

Cherrilyn Loftin reviews a book report with Isha Abdullahi

"The bottom line is that we are focused on 
relationship building."

Enrollment in North Corps After-school Program Triples
"It's easy to see transformation taking place, even day to day."
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Summer Fun on the Horizon 
The Salvation Army announces the purchase of the new Western Plains Camp.

In the year since unprecedented flooding destroyed The 
Salvation Army Western Division’s iconic Gene Eppley 
Camp, which would have celebrated its 75th anniversary 
in 2019, Majs. Greg and Lee Ann Thompson have worked 
tirelessly to find a new camp location. Their determination 
paid off this winter when the Western Division purchased 
Camp Goodwill in South Sioux City, Iowa. Renamed the 
Western Plains Camp, it will serve youth and adults from 
Nebraska, South Dakota and western Iowa.

“From the moment we first stepped foot on the grounds, 
this place felt like home,” said Maj. Lee Ann. “We couldn’t 
ask for more. It is a gorgeous piece of land, and we are 
thrilled and honored to continue Camp Goodwill’s legacy 
of providing camping opportunities to children, teens 
and adults.” 

Operated by Goodwill of the Great Plains for the past 88 
years, the camp sits on 112 wooded acres and features a 
dining hall and professional-grade kitchen; a state-of-the-
art community building; nine bunkhouses; lake access for 
swimming, canoeing and fishing; a zero-entry pool; picnic 
shelters; an amphitheater and many other amenities. 

Goodwill of the Great Plains President and CEO John 
Hantla officially handed the keys over to Salvation Army 
leadership at a ceremony in January at the camp. 

“We are excited to see the future of this camp unfold under 
The Salvation Army’s ownership and leadership,” he said. 
“One of our main goals was to ensure that the camp’s new 
owner would honor the spirit and direction that the camp 
had always taken in serving the community, and we are 
thrilled to know it’s going to be in good hands.” 

“Camping ministry is a big part of The Salvation Army,” 
said Maj. Lee Ann. “It has been for a long time. To have 
a place where people can come and feel comfortable in 
this kind of beautiful setting is very important to us. This 
type of setting makes many feel God’s presence in an even 
stronger way than other settings.” 

Summer camp was originally scheduled to open in June 
but has been canceled this year because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. The silver lining is that the delayed opening 
will allow the Western Division to make improvements, 
including updating the sleeping cabins with new 
bathrooms and adding a recreation hall, a chapel and a 
boathouse on the grounds. 

“I’m disappointed we can’t open the camp this summer, 
but I’m excited about the updates, which will make the 
camp better than ever,” said Maj. Lee Ann. “I can already 
see kids swimming and fishing off the dock. We have kids 
who don’t know the freedom of running around outdoors 
without fear. They don’t know what a big wooded area 
looks like or what real fresh air smells like. I can’t wait for 
them to experience this.” 

For more information about the new Western Plains 
Camp, please visit salarmywesterndivisioncamp.org.

The new Salvation Army Western Plains Camp in South Sioux City, Iowa

"From the moment we first stepped foot on 
the grounds, this place felt like home."
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Tree of Lights Campaign Sets Fundraising Record in 2019

Salvation Army Western Division officials announced 
that the 2019 Tree of Lights Campaign raised a record-
setting $3.03 million in donations, edging out the $2.95 
million raised by the 2018 campaign.  

“We could not be more grateful to the Omaha-Council 
Bluffs community,” said Maj. Greg Thompson, divisional 
commander. “This record-setting fundraising campaign 
was only able to happen because of the incredible 
generosity of people all over the metro area.”

Executive Director of Development Jeff Beckman 
applauded the efforts of 2019 Tree of Lights Campaign 
Chairs Dr. Viv and John Ewing. “The Ewings’ tremendous 
leadership was crucial in pushing this campaign to a record 
level,” he said.  “We salute them for their hard work and 
determination.”

Large-scale major gifts, favorable direct mail outcomes 
and solid online fundraising were all factors in the 2019 
campaign’s outstanding finish. The campaign results will 
make a big difference in supporting The Salvation Army’s 
total annual funding needs in Omaha.

“This total of just over $3 million was almost a mirror 
image of the $3 million that The Salvation Army raised 
earlier in 2019 to support flood-relief efforts,” said 
Beckman. “So many people gave in support of our efforts 
both during the flood and during the Christmas season - 
it’s incredible.”

Maj. Thompson emphasized that only a portion of The 
Salvation Army's overall funding needs are raised by 
the Tree of Lights Campaign. Additional funding from 
individual donors and corporate/foundation support 
is needed throughout the year to maintain year-round 
programs and services in the metro. 

Contributions to the Tree of Lights Campaign support 
a wide array of programs and services in the metro, 
including food, housing, material assistance, youth 
development, behavioral health, older adult services and 
anti-human trafficking efforts. Out of every dollar raised, 
87 cents directly funds program support. 

With Gratitude

Mickey Anderson – Baxter Auto
Anne & Nick Baxter
James & Paula Blackledge – Mutual of Omaha
Hal & Mary Daub
Gail DeBoer – Cobalt Credit Union
Patrick Dees – Woodman Life
Chad Dittberner – Werner Enterprises
Dr. Viv & John Ewing
Lance Fritz – Union Pacific

Paul Hogan – Home Instead Senior Care
Fred Hunzeker
Rev. Dr. E. Scott Jones
John & Wende Kotouc – American National Bank
Jim & C.L. Landen – Security National Bank
Dr. Cheryl Logan – Omaha Public Schools
Rob Reed – Physicians Mutual
John & Pat Sullivan
Richard & Danita Webb

Special thanks to these individuals and corporations for volunteering their time to help make the 
2019 Tree of Lights Campaign a success:

New Members Appointed to Omaha Advisory Board

Omaha Salvation Army Advisory Board
Life, Emeritus and National Board Members

Mike Cassling, National Board Member
Hal Daub, Emeritus Member
Tom Hillmer, Emeritus Member
Fred Hunzeker, National Board Member
Jeannette James, Emeritus Member
James Landen, former National Board Member
Carl Mammel, Life Member
Sharon Marvin Igel, Life Member
Charles Sederstrom, former National Board Member 
    and Emeritus Member
Gene Spence, Life Member
Nick Taylor, Emeritus Member
L.B. “Red” Thomas, Life Member

Executive Committee
Dave Bishop, Chair
Kim Weiss, Vice Chair
Dr. Jonathan 
Benjamin-Alvarado
Joleen David
Dr. Viv Ewing
Fred Hunzeker
Dr. Joann Schaefer
Steve Seline
Jim Smith
Brad von Gillern

Advisory Board Members
Anne Baxter
Brenda Garrelts
Tim Harrison
Marc Hock
Chip James
Rev. Dr. E. Scott Jones
Daniel Kennelly
Kari Kirchhoefer
Mark Nelson

Ashley Perkins
James Ryan
Aaron Schapper
Ana Lopez Shalla
Dr. Lee Simmons
Mayor Jean Stothert
Anne Thorne Weaver
Karen Wilson
Nancy Wolf

Marc Hock and Aaron Schapper have recently been 
appointed to the Omaha Advisory Board, which supports 
the work of The Salvation Army in the Omaha-Council 
Bluffs metro by providing mission-based leadership and 
strategic guidance. 

Hock entered Pinnacle Bank’s management training 
program after graduating from the University of Nebraska 
at Kearney in 1995 with a bachelor’s degree in political 
science. Twenty-five years and a variety of positions 
later, Hock is now Pinnacle Bank’s president and CEO, 
a position he has held since 2013. He is also actively 
involved in the community, serving as a board member 
for Support Nebraska, a trustee for the Business Ethics 

Alliance and a member of the executive leadership team 
for the American Heart Association’s Heart Ball. 

In his role as president of the Utility Support Structures 
business segment at Valmont Industries, Schapper is 
responsible for setting global strategy and leading the 
business to increased performance and profitability. 
Schapper joined Valmont in 2011 as vice president and 
general manager of international irrigation. Prior to his 
career at Valmont, he worked in engineering, operations, 
marketing and sales at an irrigation company in Shanghai. 
He has a bachelor’s degree in Mandarin Chinese and a 
bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering from the 
University of Utah and an MBA from Northwestern 
University’s Kellogg School of Management. 

Marc Hock Aaron Schapper
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An Update on the D.J.'s Hero Awards
Following public health recommendations amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic, The Salvation Army of Omaha 
canceled the 2020 D.J.’s Hero Awards Luncheon 
previously scheduled for May 5. The luncheon is one of 
the metro area’s most popular and well-attended annual 
fundraising events, and this marked the first time in the 
event’s 22-year history that it’s been canceled. 

The good news, however, is that while the show itself can’t 
go on, we are delighted to be able to award 15 outstanding 
Nebraska high school seniors with $10,000 scholarships 
this year, and we still plan to shine a spotlight on the 
award winners in the near future.  

As of this writing, plans are coming together to honor 
the 2020 scholarship winners in a special way online. 
Please continue to check our Omaha Salvation Army 
social media platforms — facebook.com/salarmyomaha 
and twitter.com/salarmyomaha — for updates about this 
online initiative as it develops. We will also reach out 
to supporters and sponsors of the D.J.’s Hero Awards 
Luncheon via email with the same information.

We have honored D.J.’s Hero winners annually for more 
than 20 years, and we believe it’s very important to keep 
this tradition alive. Thank you for your continued support 
as we work to ensure that this year’s heroes receive the 
honors they so richly deserve. 

How Can 
We Help?

Jeff Beckman
Executive Director of Development 

Office: 402-898-5902
Cell: 402-326-8790

Jeff.Beckman@usc.salvationarmy.org

Jenny Herstein
Director of Major and Corporate Giving

Office: 402-898-6004
Cell: 402-210-5471

Jenny.Herstein@usc.salvationarmy.org

Linda Garbina
Divisional Director of Planned Giving

Office: 402-898-5913
Cell: 402-709-3355

Linda.Garbina@usc.salvationarmy.org

Todd Andrews
Director of Integrated Communications 

Office: 402-898-7538
Cell: 402-913-6902

Todd.Andrews@usc.salvationarmy.org

John Wehrle
Assistant Director of Development 

Office: 402-898-6052
Cell: 402-599-0142

John.Wehrle@usc.salvationarmy.org


