THE PURPOSE OF CHRISTMAS
Advent Worship Series – Week 4

The Purpose of Christmas

December 20, 2009

	WORSHIP SERVICE OUTLINES

Each worship outline contains all elements needed for your worship service.  The order of each service presented is only a suggestion.  No doubt changes will be needed to accommodate the flow and worship style of your corps.  The outlines are flexible and allow opportunities to “cut and paste” as needed.  If you are blessed with instrumental or vocal music resources, you may find there is more structured material here than needed.  It is recommended that the headings of each section of the service be included in the bulletin.


Announcements and Offering
Purpose #1:  Celebration
Call to Worship:
Christmas is a party.  Specifically, it’s a birthday party—for Jesus—and birthdays are meant to be celebrated.  

	SB#39 – Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee

HC#121 – Joyful, Joyful
	TB-367 - Europe

HC-121
	HTD3-T11 (4 vs.)

HCD11–T11

	Additional Optional Songs

	SB#74 – All our hearts rejoice this morning 

	TB-367 – Europe

HC-121
	HTD3-T11 (4 vs.)

HCD11-T11


Advent Candle Lighting:

Leader:
The first purpose of Christmas is celebration!  We learn this from the angel’s opening statement to the shepherds of Bethlehem.  God had wonderful news for us that would cause us all to rejoice, celebrate, and throw a party:

Solo 1:
“I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.”
Solo 2: 
The good news of Christmas is worth celebrating for three reasons.  It is personal:
Solo 1:
 “I bring YOU.”
Solo 2:
It is positive:
Solo 1:
“GOOD news of great joy.”
Solo 2:
And it is universal”

Solo 1:
“for ALL the people.”
Leader:
It doesn’t matter who you are, what you’ve done, where you’ve been, or where you’re headed—this news is for you. (The Purpose of Christmas, page 13-15)
[Lighting of Advent candle] 
Purpose #2:  Salvation

	HC#123 – Shine on Us
	HC-123
	HCD11–T13

	

Additional Optional Songs

	SB#108 – Hark! the herald angels sing 
HC#270 – Hark! the herald angels sing
	TB-270 – Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

HC-270
	HTD4-T5 (3 vs.)

HCD25-T20

	HC#120 – In the manger
	HC-120
	HCD10-T20

	SB#104 – Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
	HC-438 – Hyfrydol (2 verses setting)
	HTD1-T14 (3 vs.)

	HC#220 – Incarnate
	HC-220
	HCD20-T20


Responsive Reading:

Leader:
The second purpose of Christmas is salvation!  Salvation is typically defined as deliverance from sin, self, and hell.  It definitely includes all that, but it also embraces much more.  We are not only saved from something bad, we are saved for something good.  The Bible says, 
All:
“In Christ Jesus, God made us to do good works, which God planned in advance for us to live our lives doing.”  (Eph. 2:10 NCV)
Leader:
The announcement of salvation for anyone in the world who’d accept it
was the angel’s second declaration of good news to the shepherds of Bethlehem at the first Christmas: 
All:
“Today . . . there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11 NASB)  (The Purpose of Christmas, page 42)
Leader:
Sin is our greatest problem, and it is universal.  You and I sin every day—with our words, our thoughts, and our actions.  The Bible says, 
All:
“Not a single person on earth is always good and never sins.”  (Eccles. 7:20 NLT)
Leader:
Nobody’s perfect.  Nobody bats a thousand.  No one has a perfect record.  God says, 
All:
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  (Romans 3:23 NIV)
Leader:
I don’t measure up to my own imperfect standards, much less God’s perfect ones!  This is not a popular concept, but then, it is not exactly news either!  Unless you are in total denial, you know that you make wrong choices all the time.  The Bible says, 
All:
‘If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. . . . If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar.”  (1 John 1:8-10 NLT)
Leader:
What’s worse is that sin is habit forming.  The more we do it, the easier it 
gets.  If you’ve ever tried to break an addiction, maintain a diet, keep a New Year’s resolution, or change your life by willpower alone, you know how frustrating that is.  You can identify with the apostle Paul’s frustration when he wrote, 
All:
“I don’t understand myself at all, for I really want to do what is right, but I can’t.  I do what I don’t want to—what I hate.  I know perfectly well that what I am doing is wrong, and my bad conscience proves that I agree with these laws that I am breaking.  But I can’t help myself.” (Romans 7:15-17 TLB)
Leader;
Our actions, both conscious and unconscious, shout out, “I don’t need God!  This attitude of prideful self-will causes you to be disconnected from God and feel distant from him.  This focus on self is why you feel that God is a million miles away and that your prayers are just bouncing off the ceiling.  If you feel far from God, guess who moved?  God didn’t.  The Bible says, 
All:

“The trouble is that your sins have cut you off from God.” (Isaiah 59:2)
Leader:
On a global level, we see the effect of sin all around us:  war, injustice, corruption, prejudice, poverty, sex trafficking, and all our other social problems.  Even many diseases are caused by our refusal to live by God’s standards for healthy living.  Who can save us?  Not government.  Not business.  Not academics.  These can only deal with the visible symptoms and results of sin.  But any lasting solution must start in the heart, and only God can transform hearts.  
(The Purpose of Christmas, pages 45-50)

	Drama:  Need to Get Away?


	HC#187 – Jesus, Messiah
	HC-187
	HCD17–T17

	

Additional Optional Songs

	HC#186 – When I look into your holiness
	HC-186
	HCD17-T16

	HC#179 – Come to Jesus
	HC-179
	HCD16-T19

	HC#169 – Hallelujah
	HC-169
	HCD15-T19


Purpose #3:  Reconciliation
Reading:
Much of world history is the story of conflict.  During the past 5,560 years there have been nearly 15,000 wars, and these are only the ones we know about.  We human beings don’t seem to be very good at living in peace with one another.  We’re much better at disagreeing, fighting, and feuding.  What the world desperately needs is reconciliation.
Fortunately the third purpose of Christmas is reconciliation!  To the shepherds of Bethlehem, the third announcement of the angel concerned the arrival of the “Prince of Peace.”  Jesus would not only teach the way to peace but would empower us to live lives of peace if we would trust him.  “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”   (Luke 2:14 KJV)
(from The Purpose of Christmas, pages 87-89)

	HC#140 – O Come, All Ye Faithful
	TB-552
	HCD3–T1 (3 vs.)

	Additional Optional Songs

	HC#169 – Hallelujah
	HC-169
	HCD15-T19

	HC#270 – Hark! the herald angels sing SB#108 – Hark! the herald angels sing 

	HC-270

TB-270 – Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
	HCD25-T20

HTD4-T5 (3 vs.)




	HC#169 – Hallelujah
	HC-169
	HCD15-T19

	Additional Optional Songs

	HC#120 – In the manger
	HC-120
	HCD10-T20

	HC#156 – Enter In
	HC-156
	HCD14-T16

	HC#5 – There is a Redeemer
	HC-5
	HCD1-T5

	HC#220 – Incarnate
	HC-220
	HCD20-T20


Prayers of Reconciliation

Pastoral Prayer:

Message – The Purpose of Christmas
	HC#139 – There is a Message

SB#439 – There is a message
	HC-139

TB-879
	HCD12-T19

	Additional Optional Songs

	HC#186 – When I look into your holiness
	HC-186
	HCD17-T16

	HC#179 – Come to Jesus
	HC-179
	HCD16-T19

	HC#169 – Hallelujah
	HC-169
	HCD15-T19

	HC#120 – In the manger
	HC-120
	HCD10-T20


Benediction

	SB#112 – It was on a starry night

HC#180 – It was on a starry night
	TB-535 – same

HC-280
	HCD16-T20

	Vocal Benediction Options

	SB#116 – O come, all ye faithful

HC#140 – O Come, All Ye Faithful


	TB-496 – Adeste Fideles

HC-140
	HTD3 –T1 (3 vs.)

HCD12-T20


	Week #4

	DRAMA

Need to Get Away?

By Martyn Scott Thomas

© 2009 by Martyn Scott Thomas.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.

	Topic:
	Christmas; Salvation

	Scripture:
	Romans 7:14-25

	Synopsis:
	A man tries to escape his life with a vacation.

	Characters:
	Wally Westhaven – a man in need of an escape.

Stu Crabtree – a travel agent.

	Props/Costumes:
	Casual dress.  A desk, two chairs, a computer and some travel brochures.

	Setting:
	The Great Get-Aways travel agency.

	Running Time:
	4 minutes.


[Wally is seated at the desk, flipping through travel brochures.]

Stu:
[enters and approaches the desk, looking around confused] Can I help you?
Wally:
I’d like to book a trip.
Stu:
Then why are you here?
Wally:
[puzzled] This is the Great Get-Aways travel agency, isn’t it?
Stu:
Yeah, but nobody ever stops in anymore.  Did you try our toll free number?
Wally:
Yeah, but I wasn’t able to . . .
Stu:
And did you visit our web site?
Wally:
Yeah, but I still couldn’t find the right . . .
Stu:
Did you look at other web sites?  There are some really good ones out there, you know.
Wally:
Yes, I did all of that, but I wasn’t able to find what I needed.  So, I thought I’d stop in, look at some brochures and actually talk to a live human being.
Stu:
Oh, then you don’t want to look at those, [takes brochures from Wally and tosses them aside] they’re from 1995.  It’s been a while since we’ve needed updated brochures.  Nobody ever stops in anymore.
Wally:
Yes, you mentioned that.
Stu:
Yeah, ever since the internet took off, people have been booking their own vacations.  There hasn’t been too much of a need for this office or for me.
Wally:
Well, I need you.  [offers hand] My name is Wally Westhaven and I’d like to book a vacation.
Stu:
[shakes Wally’s hand] Well I’m Stu Crabtree, and I’d like to book you a vacation.  [sits and starts typing on his computer] Let’s start with the basics, how many people will be travelling, you and the Misses?
Wally:
No, it’s just me.  There is no Misses.
Stu:
Ah, so maybe a singles cruise?
Wally:
No, I really don’t want to be around other people.  I just want to get away; just like your name says.
Stu:
Fantastic.  There are some islands out in the South Pacific that cater to exactly that.  Just you and a hut.
Wally:
I was hoping for something a little less primitive.
Stu:
[talking as he types] Less primitive . . . let’s see, I have a four star hotel in Tahiti that has private beach front condos and full room service.
Wally:
That sounds great.
Stu:
So how soon will you like to leave?
Wally:
Immediately.
Stu:
Well, I’ll have to check on availability.  And the airfare will be sky high since you’re booking at the last minute.  [chuckles to self] Get it, airfare, sky high?  A little travel humor for you, no extra charge.
Wally:
Cute.
Stu:
And how long will you be staying?
Wally:
I don’t know, two weeks, a month, maybe forever.
Stu:
Forever?  I’d say that’s more than a get-away.  That’s a total escape.  You’re not wanted by the police, are you?
Wally:
No, it’s just that life’s been pretty crazy lately and I feel that everything is spinning out of control.  I just want to leave all my baggage behind.
Stu:
Well, you’ll probably need at least a small carry on for your essentials.
Wally:
No, I mean all the baggage of life: work, bills, cell phones, relationships, traffic, politics, infomercials.  I just want to get away from it all.
Stu:
[almost to self] I wonder if they have two condos available.
Wally:
So, can you help me?
Stu:
[checking computer] Well, it looks like there’s a condo available, and I’m pretty sure I can book a flight for tomorrow morning, but it will be pricey.
Wally:
I don’t care what it costs – I just want to get away from my life.
Stu:
Then I see just one small problem.
Wally:
What’s that?
Stu:
The one thing you can’t leave behind.
Wally:
American Express?
Stu:
No, you.
Wally:
Me?
Stu:
You can leave all the stuff behind, but you can’t leave yourself behind.  There’s not a place on earth you can go to get away from you.
Wally:
What about one of those islands in the South Pacific with the huts?
Stu:
Unless you plan on sending me instead, [aside] (which is not a bad idea) you can’t get away from yourself there, either.
Wally:
Well, what do you suggest?
Stu:
Have you ever thought of working for a travel agency?  It’s a pretty low stress job since you don’t have to deal with a lot of people any more with that whole internet thing.  
Wally:
Maybe after my trip.  I think I’ll try that beach condo for a couple of weeks and see how things go.
Stu:
Well, if you change your mind when you get back, I really could use the company.
[Blackout]

tHE PURPOSE OF cHRISTMAS

Advent Worship Series – Week 4

December 20, 2009
The Purpose of Christmas

I.  THE FIRST PURPOSE OF CHRISTMAS IS CELEBRATION!

“There were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.’”  Luke 2:8-10 (NIV)

WHY DO WE CELEBRATE?
A.  GOD _______________ US!

“God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  John 3:16 (NIV) 

B.  GOD IS _______________ US!

“God says, ‘I will never leave you; I will never abandon you.’”  
Hebrews 13:5 (TEV) 

C.  GOD IS _______________ US!

“‘God didn’t send His Son into the world to condemn it, but to save it.’”  
John 3:17 (NLT) 

II.   THE SECOND PURPOSE OF CHRISTMAS IS SALVATION!

“Today in the town of David a Savior has been born for you; He is Christ the Lord!”   
Luke 2:11 (NIV)

WHAT IS SALVATION?

A.  SAVED _______________ MY SIN 

“Give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.”  Matthew 1:21 (NIV) 

“I've tried everything and nothing helps. I'm at the end of my rope. Is there no one who can do anything for me? The answer, thank God, is that Jesus Christ can and does.”  Romans 7:24-25 (Mes)

B.  SAVED _______________ A PURPOSE

“He saved us and called us to be His own people, not because of what we have done, but because of His own purpose and grace.”  2 Timothy 1:9 (TEV) 

C.  SAVED _______________ GOD’S GRACE

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.”  
Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV) 

III.   THE THIRD PURPOSE OF CHRISTMAS IS RECONCILIATION!

“Glory to God in the highest, and on Earth peace, good will toward men.” 

Luke 2:13-14 (KJV) 

WHAT KIND OF PEACE DOES JESUS GIVE?

A.  PEACE ____________________ (spiritual)
“Now that we have been put right with God through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Romans 5:1 (TEV) 

B.  PEACE ____________________ (emotional)
“Don't worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God 
what you need, and thank Him for all He has done. If you do this, you will experience God's peace, which is far more wonderful than the human mind can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.”  

Philippians 4:6-7 (NLT) 

C.  PEACE ____________________ (relational)

“Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.”  Matthew 5:9 (KJV) 

“It makes no difference who you are or where you're from – if you want God and are ready to do as He says, the door is open.”  Acts 10:35 (Mes)
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by Rick Warren
Merry Christmas!  All this week the world has been focused on this event – Christmas.  It’s an event that happened 2000 years ago, in the Middle East, in a little town, with no fanfare.  But today, 2000 years later, it can still stop traffic.  How is that?  What’s so special about Christmas?  Why is it the most celebrated holiday on the planet?  Why is it that this week, billions of people will shut down work, go to church, have a party, and gather in their homes to celebrate Christmas?  What makes Christmas special?

The fact is – the birth of Jesus Christ is the most significant event in the history of mankind.  It split history into A.D. and B.C., and every time you write a check, you’re using Jesus Christ as the focus.  

In this service, we’re going to look at the purpose of Christmas – why we celebrate it.  At the very first Christmas, at the birth of Jesus, an angel announced three things.  In those three statements of the angel, we find the three purposes of Christmas.  Christmas is a time for celebration.  Christmas is a time for salvation.  Christmas is a time for reconciliation.  We’re going to look at how these three words can change your life forever.

When Jesus Christ was born, there were a group of shepherds out in their field tending their flocks, and an angel came and made three basic announcements.  From these three announcements we discover the three purposes of Christmas.

In Luke 2, the Bible says –“And there were shepherds out in the field nearby keeping watch over their flock by night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shown around them, and they were terrified.  [I would be, too, if I saw an angel!]  But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news.  I bring you good news of great joy.  I bring you good news of great joy, which will be for all people.’” 

I.  The first purpose of Christmas is celebration!  It’s a party.  I bring you good news of great joy.  Actually, it’s a birthday party.  

At Christmas, we have more parties than any other time of the year.  Isn’t it ironic that the guest of honor is usually left out of the party?  Christmas is a birthday party for Jesus.  It’s why we say, “Merry Christmas.”  I don’t want to shock you, but God really likes parties.  God is into parties.  God likes to party.  In fact, the Bible says that the angels hold a party every time a single person trusts Christ, turns away from their self-centeredness, and turns to Him.  

People were asked, “What are you going to be celebrating this Christmas?”  This is what they said:

· “This Christmas, what am I celebrating?  Not a lot this Christmas.”
· “The blessings that we’ve had in our family this year.”
· “Just the Christmas spirit.”
· “Being home and not being on the road for the holidays.”
· “Family.”
· “This Christmas?  I’m celebrating the birth of Christ.”
· “Nothing.  I just want to get through it.”
A lot of people feel that way about the Christmas season.  “I’m not celebrating anything.  I just want to get through it.”  Some of you feel that way about this service – “I just want to get through it.”  Well, welcome!

The bottom line is, Christmas is a party!  We’re supposed to celebrate, but sometimes we’re so busy preparing, getting ready, buying presents, and planning, that we don’t have time to celebrate.  We lose the joy of what the moment is all about.  

What is the purpose of Christmas?  First, it’s celebration.  Why do we celebrate?  Why is it a party?  The angel said, “I bring you good news of great joy, and it’s for everybody.”  What is the good news?  

The good news of Christmas is three things.  This is what we celebrate.  When God sent Jesus Christ to Earth, He was saying three things.  One, God loves us.  Two, God is with us.  Three, God is for us.  That’s worth celebrating!

A.  First, God loves us!
The most famous verse in the Bible, John 3:16, says – “God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal [or everlasting] life.”  That’s the good news.  God so loved the world.  That’s why He sent Jesus.  He was sent on a message of love.

Christmas is God saying, “I love you.”  The Bible says God is love.  It doesn’t say He has love.  It says He is love.  It is His nature.  God is love.  And God created the entire universe, just so He could create this planet, just so He could create the human race, just so He could create you, just so He could love you.  The reason you are alive is you were created as an object of God’s love.  God made you to love you.  It’s the only reason you’re alive.  It’s the only reasons your heart’s beating right now.  It’s the only reason you’re taking a breath.  If God didn’t want to love you, you wouldn’t be existing right now.  God made you to love you.  And He loves you on your good days as much as your bad days.  And He loves you when you feel it, and He loves you when you don’t feel it.  He loves you when you think you deserve it, and He loves you when you think you don’t deserve it.  His love isn’t based on what you do.  His love is based on who He is.  God is love.  

His love is based on His character, not your performance.  You can’t make God stop loving you.  You can try, but you can’t do it.  God’s love isn’t based on what you do.  It’s based on who He is.  And you were created by God simply because He wanted to love you.  The Bible makes it very, very clear – He loves you.  When He sent Jesus Christ to earth, Jesus grew to become a man, stretched His arms out on a cross to die for your sins, and he was saying at that point, “I love you this much.  This much!  I love you so much it hurts.  I love you so much I’d rather die than live without you.”  You will never fully comprehend how much God loves you.  It’s like an ant trying to understand the Internet.  You don’t have the brain capacity to understand how much God loves you.  

B.  Not only does God love us, but He’s with us! 

We may not feel it, but it has nothing to do with our feelings.  He’s with us all the time.  The Bible says one of Jesus’ names is Emmanuel.  That name means, “God is with us.”  God says in the Bible, “I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.”  

How many of you have been abandoned in life?  I’m sorry.  But God will never abandon you.  You may not feel it.  But that just means you’re not tuned in.  You’re not connected.  You’re not plugged into the source.  Did you know that God hates loneliness?  He hates it.  God hates loneliness.  That’s why, when He created the first human being, He said, “It’s not good for a man to be alone.”  Whether you ever get married or not is irrelevant.  The issue is, you need people in your life.  And more than that, you need God in your life.  The reason you feel lonely is because you are not connected to God.  

The good news is this – God says, “I not only love you, but I’m with you all the time.  You just need to be aware of it.”  It means you don’t have to face anything in 2010 by yourself.  You can, but you don’t have to.  God says, “I will be with you.”  When God is near, it removes your fear.  You lose your fear.  You don’t have to worry.  You don’t have to sweat it.  You don’t have to be anxious about what’s going to happen.  God says, “I’m going to give you hope.”  If you’re lonely this Christmas, turn to Jesus Christ and experience that relationship in your heart.  

C.  He not only loves us, and He’s not only with us, but the Bible says God is for us!

He’s on your side.  He wants you to win.  He wants you to succeed.  In fact, Jesus said this – “God did not send His Son into the world to condemn it, but to save it.”  So many people are afraid of God.  You may be afraid of God.  Maybe you get nervous when people start talking about God.  You know why?  It’s guilt.  Guilt separates us from God.  You think, “If I get close to God, He’s going to scold me.  He’s going to remind me of all the things I’ve done wrong.  He’s going to tell me the bad stuff.”  But the Bible says God didn’t come to condemn the world.  He came to save it.  That’s the good news.  He’s not only with us, He not only loves us, but He is for us.  And if God is for us, who can be against us?

Jesus came to save us, not to scare us.  That’s why the very first words of the angel were, “Don’t be afraid.”  Did you know those are usually the first words God says to people in the Bible? – “Don’t be afraid.”  Did you know that there are 365 “fear not’s” in the Bible?  That’s one for every day of the year.  God is saying, “Get the message!”  You don’t need to be afraid.  Certainly not afraid of God.  Because He says, “I love you, I’m with you, and I’m for you.”  That’s good news.  And that’s why we celebrate at Christmas.

That’s the first purpose of Christmas – celebration!  It’s good news of great joy, and it’s for everybody.  Whether you’re Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, Muslim, Mormon, Hindu, Buddhist, Baptist or nothing at all.  It’s good news of great joy for all people.  God says, “I love you, I’m with you, I’m for you.”

II.  The second purpose of Christmas is salvation!

Salvation.  That’s the second thing that the angels mentioned when they announced the birth of Jesus.  They said, “Today, in the town of David [that’s Bethlehem] a Savior [there’s the salvation part] has been born to you, [for you, a personal Savior] and He is Christ the Lord.”

Let me just make a point here.  God has a reason for everything he does.  If you didn’t need a Savior, He wouldn’t have gone to all the effort and trouble to send one.  Does that make sense?  God does not waste energy on things you don’t need.  But the fact that He sent a Savior to Earth means you need one, whether you realize it or not.  

What does it mean to be saved?  You’ve heard this phrase.  Does it mean someone is drowning and needs to be saved?  “Saved” is just a synonym for rescued, delivered, set free, released.  

A child was strapped into a car seat for a long period of time.  It was a hot day.  She hung her head out the window, and as a three-and-a-half-year-old, she said, “Oh, God!  Get me out of this!”  She needed a Savior.

How many times have you said that in your life?  “Oh, God, get me out of this!”  You need a Savior.  Every time you say, “God, I need Your help,” you need a Savior.

Salvation is three-dimensional.  You are saved from something, you are saved for something, and you are saved by something.  I want you to understand this.  

You are saved from your past.  From guilt, from sin, from yourself, from worry and bitterness and boredom and all these different things.  We’re saved from something.  

Then you’re saved for something.  There’s a purpose, there’s a positive aspect.  God has a purpose and a plan for your life.  

And then you’re saved by something—grace.  This means you don’t earn or deserve it.

A.  First you’re saved from sin.  That’s what Jesus’ name means:  “to save people from their sin.”  In fact, Joseph was told in a dream these words: “Give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sin.”

What in the world is sin anyway?  Everybody’s got their list.  I used to have a list:  “Don’t drink, smoke, cuss, or chew, or run around with girls who do.”  The fact is, everybody’s got their list.  You’ve got your list of what you think sin is, and I’ve got my list.  I always think your list is worse than mine.  My sins are not as bad as yours.  But really, that’s not it at all.  

Get this:  Sin is an attitude.  It’s not something you do.  It’s an attitude.  What’s the middle letter of “SIN?”  “I.”  What’s the middle letter of “PRIDE?”  “I.”  Sin is an “I” problem.  It’s, “I want to be my own boss. I don’t need God.  I’m doing just fine, thank you very much.  God, You do Your thing and I’ll do my thing.”  That’s called sin.  Sin is saying, “God, I know what will make me happy more than You do.  And I know You said to do certain things, but I’m just going to ignore those things, because I am me and You’re not.  I know more than You do, God.  So I’m going to do what I want to do with my life, not what You put me on Earth to do.”  That’s called sin.  

Every one of us has had that attitude at times in our lives when we’ve said, “I’m just going to do what I want to do.  Forget God.”  That attitude has caused us to be separated from Him.  That’s why when you pray, you feel like your prayers bounce off the ceiling, because they do.  There’s a separation between you and God.  That’s why He sent Jesus as our Savior.  

Every one of our problems is caused by sin—that separation from God.  Every single one of them.  Sin causes confusion in your life.  It causes guilt.  It causes shame.  It causes regret.  It causes bitterness, resentment, grudges.  It causes worry.  It causes fear.  It causes anxiety.  Sin causes depression.  It causes discouragement.  It causes emptiness.  It causes despair.  It causes conflict between you and other people.  Every single one of your problems is caused because you’re not connected to God.  You’re separated by your own sin – “I’m going to do my own thing.”  

As a result of that, Jesus said, “I want to set you free.  I want to release you.  I want to save you.”  From what?  First, from the burden of guilt.  Did you know that God doesn’t want you to go around carrying guilt?  That’s why Jesus came to pay for it all, so you can be forgiven.  He doesn’t want you to go around feeling guilty all the time.

He wants to set you free from the pain of bitterness.  When you hate other people, when you resent others, when you hold that in your heart, it’s like cancer in your heart.  It’s going to eat you alive.  

He wants to set you free from the expectations of other people, when you worry, “What would other people think?”  

He wants to set you free from the fear of death.  

He wants to set you free from the burden of worry, and anxiety and stress.  God doesn’t want you wandering around with stress all the time.  He says, “I want to set you free.”

Maybe you’ve never realized that you need a Savior.  In fact, you probably never even thought about it.  “What do you need to be saved from?”  Here’s what some say:

· “From spending too much money on the holidays.”
· “My wrinkles.”
· “My student loans.”
· “My debt.”
· “From my own inadequacies.”
· “School.”
· “Bills.”
· “Overeating is a big one this Christmas.”
· “From my vices.”
· “From myself.”
What about that last one?  “I need to be saved from myself.”  Have you grown up enough to figure out that you’re your own biggest problem a lot of the time.  It’s your own reaction, your own fears, your own inadequacies that cause you to act in stupid ways.  Many times you cause the problems, you create them yourself.  I certainly do.  In many ways, I need to be saved from myself.  What do I mean by that? 

There are things in my life I don’t like about me, and I’d like to change them, but I can’t.  Not on my own power.  You can’t either.  I need a Savior.  There are things I’d like to be different in my life.  “Man I wish I did this differently… I wish I acted differently… I wish I said that differently…”  But I can’t change it.  I need an outside power source.

You say, “I can change it.”  No, you can’t.  If you could, you would, but you can’t, so you won’t.  In January, you’re going to make some New Years resolutions.  By the end of January, they’ll be in the dumpster.  Why?  Because you can’t change it on your own.  You need God’s power.  You need a Savior.  

The truth is, if you were honest about it, sometimes you feel like your life is out of control.  That’s a pretty common feeling.  Welcome to the human race!  The apostle Paul felt that way 2000 years ago.  Paul says this in the Bible “I’ve tried everything, and nothing helps.  I’m at end of my rope.  Is there no one who can do anything for me?  The answer, thank God, is that Jesus Christ can and does.”  That’s the answer.

Let me be honest with you.  You may be looking for salvation in the wrong places.  That’s why you’re frustrated.  You’re looking for that one thing that’s going to give you fulfillment and meaning and peace in life.  “If I could just get married, then it would be great.”  Anybody want to give a testimony about that one?  “If I could just get a job… If I could just get a promotion… If I could just attain a certain level of wealth… then everything would be great…  If we could just have a baby… If our babies would grow up and graduate…”  You’re looking in the wrong places.  

A lot of people are looking for salvation in a self-help book.  Or they’re looking for it in therapy.  Or they’re looking for it in a fad.  Or a diet.  Or they’re looking for it in some kind of vacation.  “If I could just go somewhere, escape to Tahiti, then everything would be great.”  The problem is, if you go to Tahiti, you’re taking you with you.  And the problem is in your heart and in your mind.  That’s where the stress is.  

The answer is not in a place.  It’s not in a program.  It’s not in a pill.  The answer to your dissatisfaction is a person.  You were made by God, and you were made for God, and until you understand that, life is never going to make sense.

So first, you need to be saved from your past.  Get it out of your mind so you’re not carrying all this garbage with you in the present and the future.  

B.  Second, you need to be saved for a purpose.  God says I want to save you for a purpose.  The Bible says this –“He saved us and He called us to be His own people.  Not because of what we have done, but because of His own purpose and grace.”  You can live life at one of three levels.  The survival level, the success level, or the highest level – the significance level.  

Most of the world lives at the survival level.  Half of the world – three billion people – live on less than two dollars a day.  That’s survival.  If you’re an American, you’re at the success level.  The poorest of the poor in America are at the success level, compared to the rest of the world.  Most of the world would love to have our problems.  “But why,” you say, “if I’m so successful, why do I still not feel fulfilled?”  

Because you were made for more than success.  That is not the ultimate goal of life.  You were made for significance.  And significance comes from knowing God, knowing His purpose for your life, and then doing it.  Then you say, “That’s it!  This is what I was made for.  It feels good.  It’s me.  Now I know why I’m here on the planet.”  All the success in the world can’t give you that.  

In the book, The Purpose Driven Life, the very first sentence of the book is quite a counter cultural statement – “It’s not about you.”  That’s the exact opposite of what our culture says.  The entire culture says it’s all about you.  Do it all for you.  Do it for me.  I’ve got to think of what’s best for me.  You will never find satisfaction and significance by living for yourself.  Never.  Because God didn’t wire you that way.  There will always be a hole in your heart.  You need something greater than yourself.  You need God’s purpose.  You were made for God.  You’ve tried everything else.  Why not try God?

C.  So Jesus said, “I want to save you from your past.  I want to save you for a purpose.”  Then He says, “I want to save you by My grace.”  

What’s that mean?  That means you don’t deserve it.  You don’t earn it.  You can’t buy your way into heaven.  You can’t be good enough to get into heaven because heaven’s perfect, and you’re not.  And, by the way, I’m not either.  I stopped batting a thousand a long time ago.  I’ve got to get into heaven on somebody else’s ticket.  That’s Jesus Christ, who was perfect, because He was God.  

He says, “I will give you My grace.”  What is grace?  Grace is when God gives you what you need and not what you deserve.  Grace is when God says, “I’m going to take your problem and make it My problem.”  Grace is God’s Riches (given to you) At Christ’s Expense – G-R-A-C-E.  

The Bible says this – “It is by grace you have been saved, through faith.  And this not from yourselves, it’s the gift of God.  Not of works so no one can boast.”  In other words, you can’t earn your way to heaven.  You can’t work your way to heaven.  Sorry.  You don’t have enough good works in you to do that.  It’s just a gift.  

By the way, why do we give gifts at Christmas?  Because God gave the gift of His Son to you.  By grace.  That’s why we give gifts, because God gave the greatest gift to us at Christmas.

God wants to save you.  Jesus Christ wants to save you from your hurts.  He wants to save you from your habits.  He wants to save you from your hang-ups.  He wants to save you for His purpose, and He wants to save you by His grace.  But you’ve got to quit trying to do it yourself.  You’ve got to relax.  Just take a deep breath right now.  Just relax.  You need to let go and let God be God.  Here’s a good stress reliever – “God is God, and you’re not.”  Whenever you start acting like God, you’re going to get under stress.  When Jesus Christ came to Earth, He came as a baby.  But He didn’t stay a baby.  He grew up and became a man, and He died for our sins.  That’s why we celebrate, because He sent a Savior.  

The first purpose of Christmas is celebration – “I bring you good news of great joy and it’s for everybody.”
The second purpose this Christmas is salvation – “For unto you is born this day a Savior and He’s Christ the Lord.”

III.  The third purpose of Christmas is Reconciliation!
Here’s the third thing the angel said at the very first Christmas.  “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”  That’s called reconciliation.  

What is reconciliation?  It’s when a broken relationship is restored.  When a boyfriend and girlfriend or a husband and wife get back together, there’s reconciliation.  When a father and son who are fighting make up, they are reconciled.  They restore harmony; they restore peace between each other.

Where do you need peace in your life this Christmas?  That’s what Christmas is all about.  Peace on earth, good will toward men.  People were asked, “Where would you like to see peace?”  Here’s what they said:  

· “Peace?  Everywhere I guess.  I’d like to see peace everywhere.”

· “I’d like to see peace in the broken families.”

· “I’d love to see peace in politics.”

· “With each other.”

· “In my heart.”

· “I’d like to see it at home.”

· “I’d like to see peace in my life.”

· “Peace?  Right in this country of ours.”

· “Everywhere!”
Everywhere!  Is it really realistic to have peace everywhere?  Isn’t it just a pipe dream to pray and hope for peace on earth, good will toward men?

There will never be peace in the world until there is peace within nations—national peace.  And there will never be peace within nations until there is peace in communities.  And there will never be peace in communities until there is peace in families.  And there will never be peace in families until there is peace in individuals.  And there will never be peace in individuals until we invite the Prince of Peace to reign in our hearts.  Jesus is called the Prince of Peace.  

What kind of peace does Jesus give to us at Christmas time?  The Bible talks about three kinds of peace.  There’s peace with God.  There’s the peace of God.  And there’s peace with each other.  Christmas is all about all three.  

A.  First, you need peace with God.  I don’t know if you realize this or not, but if you’re trying to live your life without God, you’re at war with God.  If you’re saying, “I’m going to run my own life, and I’m thumbing my nose to You, and I’m going to do my own thing.  Forget You, God.  I’ll make my own decisions, thank You very much.”  You’re at war with God, and you need a peace treaty.  You need reconciliation because that relationship has been broken.  Jesus Christ came to be that bridge over troubled waters, to be the reconciler between God and man.  

When you trust in Him, He makes it all go away.  He says, “I’m going to completely wipe out everything you’ve ever done wrong.  You’re completely forgiven.  Come on home!”  

The Bible says this – “Now that we have been put right with God through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Have you made peace with God?  If you haven’t, you better, because one day, you will face Him.  You need to make peace with God.   

How do you do it?  You don’t do it by promising to be good.  You don’t do it by being perfect—you can’t.  You don’t do it by never sinning—you will.  You make peace, it says, by faith.  Faith in God’s grace.  That’s how you get it.  

B.  Once you make peace with God, which is spiritual peace, then you get the peace of God in your heart, which is emotional peace.  

This is the one you really need for daily living.  The peace of God happens in your heart when you’ve made peace with God.  All of a sudden, the stress just goes down in your life.  You’re just not as angry as you used to be.  You don’t get as ticked off as you used to.  You’re a lot more at peace than you used to be.  Things just don’t bug you as much.  You’re a lot more patient.  You’re filled with a whole lot more love and peace than you used to be.  

Why?  Because now you have the peace of God in your heart once you have peace with God.  

The Bible says it like this, “Don’t worry about anything.  Instead pray about everything.”  He’s saying you’ve got two choices in life.  You can pray, or you can panic.  Those are your choices.  In every circumstance, you can pray or panic.  You can worship, or you can worry.  If you prayed as much as you worry, you’d have a whole lot less to worry about.  Worry has never solved a single one of your problems.  It’s worthless.  It’s stewing without doing.  Prayer can change things.  So don’t worry, pray! 

“Pray about everything.  Tell God what you need.  Thank Him for all that He’s done. [And if you do this…]  You will experience God’s peace, which is far more wonderful than the human mind can understand.  His peace will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”

C.  Once you make peace with God, and receive the peace of God in your heart, you’re just a whole lot less stressed than you used to be.  Now, you can start making peace with other people.  God says, “I want you to be a peacemaker.  I want you to be a reconciler.”  The Bible calls this the ministry of reconciliation.  

This last year I traveled maybe seventy five thousand miles.  I went around the world more than one time.  In all the countries that I went into, I saw the same problem – conflict.  Between husbands and wives, kids and the earlier generation, ethnic groups, religious groups, language groups, between nations.  The greatest need in our nation and in our world is reconciliation.  Peace on Earth, good will toward men.  

God says, “Once I have shown you grace, I want you to show it to other people.”  In other words, “I’ve cut you some slack.  Why don’t you cut other people some slack?  Don’t hold them to such heavy standards.  Show grace to them.  Be a peacemaker.”

Jesus said it like this – “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.”  If you’re really a child of God, if you really know Christ, the Prince of Peace, you’re going to be a peacemaker, not a troublemaker, at work.  You’re going to be a peacemaker, not a troublemaker, at home or at school.  You’re going to build people up, not tear them down.  You’re going to compliment more than you criticize.  You’re going to love people the way Jesus loves people.

Christmas is the perfect time to show grace to other people.  We’re reminded of the grace God shows us.  He gives us what we need, not what we deserve.  So let me ask you a very frank question:  Who do you need to rebuild a relationship with this Christmas?  Who do you need to restore a broken relationship with this Christmas?  Who do you need to reconcile with?  That’s the spirit of Christmas.  Peace on Earth, good will toward men.  

You may say, “I can’t do it.”  When families get together at Christmas time, sometimes it raises up a whole lot of bad memories and past hurts, and a lot of dysfunction and things that you haven’t let go of.  You say, “I can’t let go of it.  They hurt me too bad.  I can’t forgive them.”

And you know what?  You’re right.  That’s why you need Jesus.  You don’t have it in you to let it go.  That’s why you’re still holding on to it.  You need to be filled with the love of Christ and the peace of Christ.  Until that happens, you’re not going to have the ability to let it go.  You’re holding it in, and it’s hurting you.  Some of you are still allowing people from your past to hurt you in the present.  That’s stupid.  They can’t hurt you any more, unless you allow them to hurt you by holding on to the hurt.  It’s hurting you more than anybody else.  You need to let it go.  But in order to let it go, you’re going to have to let Jesus Christ fill you with His love so you can love other people the way He does.  

He will fill you with His forgiveness.  Once you are truly forgiven, you don’t have a problem forgiving other people.  The reason why you have a hard time letting go is that you don’t feel forgiven.  You’ve experienced a lot in life.  And not all of it was good.  You’ve had some real bumps, some real heartache, and some real hurts.  But it has all been pointing to this moment and this hour.  

You’re not here by accident.  Oh no!  God knew, before you were born, that you would be here in this Christmas service today.  In fact, before God created the universe, God already knew that He was going to create you.  He says this to you: “I’ve seen every hurt in your life.  And I never stopped loving you.  You matter to Me.  I love you.  I love you more than you will ever know.  I made you to love you.  I’ve been watching and waiting for you to love Me back.  You’re not here just by accident.  But I want you to know Me.  I want the rest of your life to be the best of your life.  I love you.  I’m with you.  And I’m for you.  I want to save you from your past.  I want to save you for a purpose.  The purpose I made you for.  And I want to save you by My grace.  If you’ll let Me do that, I will give you peace with Me, peace of Me, and peace with other people.  But You’ve got to open the door.  You’ve got to receive the Christmas gift.”  

If I were to get a Christmas gift from you this Christmas and I never opened it, 1) you would be disappointed and hurt, and 2) it would be a worthless gift because I received no benefit from it if I never opened it.  

Jesus Christ is God’s Christmas gift to you.  Yet, you have gone Christmas after Christmas after Christmas after Christmas and never opened the biggest gift under the tree – the gift of salvation.  It’s God’s gift to you.  Why even celebrate Christmas if you’re not going to open the biggest gift?  Just get on with it.  It doesn’t make sense to leave the gift of your past forgiven, a purpose for living, and a home in heaven.  Who would ever leave that gift unwrapped?  

Jesus Christ says to you, “I can replace the frustration in your heart with peace.  I can replace the guilt and the resentment and the shame and the grudges with forgiveness.  And I can replace the worry and anxiety in your heart with confidence and faith.  And I can replace that depression or despair with hope.  And I can replace that emptiness with meaning and purpose.  And I can replace that confusion with clarity.  But I’m not going to break the door of your heart down.  You’ve got to invite Me in.”  

The Bible says this, “It makes no difference who you are or where you’re from [I’m glad for that part!] If you want God, and you’re ready to do as He says, the door is open.”  Let me say it again.  I don’t really care what your religious background is.  You may be Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, Muslim, Mormon, Buddhist, Baptist, Hindu, nothing – no religion.  This is not about religion.  God did not send Jesus to give religion.  He sent Jesus so you could have a personal relationship with God.  It’s all about relationship.  

I’m going to pray a prayer right now that I prayed many years ago when I stepped across the line and became a friend of God’s.  It’s a pretty simple prayer.  As I pray in just a minute, if these words express the desire in your heart, you just say in your mind, “Me too, God.  Me too.  I’m in.  I’m stepping across the line.”  Are you man enough to have the courage to do that?  Are you a woman with enough sense to do that?  Bow your heads and pray with me.

Prayer:

Dear God, I’m scared.  But I want to get to know You.  I don’t understand it all.  But I thank You that You love me.  I thank You that You’re with me even when I don’t recognize it.  I thank You that You are for me, and that You didn’t send Jesus to condemn me, but to save me.  I admit I never even realized I needed a Savior.  But today I want to receive Your Christmas gift of Your Son.  I ask You to save me from my past, from my regrets, from my mistakes, from my sins, from my habits and my hurts and my hang ups that mess up my life.  Save me from myself.  I ask You to save me for Your purpose.  And I want to be what You want me to be.  I want to fulfill what You made me to do.  I want to learn to love and trust You and have a relationship with You.  I need peace with You, God.  And I need You to put the peace of God in my heart.  Take away the stress and fill me with Your peace and Your love.  Help me to be a peacemaker, and to help others find the peace with You and with each other.  In Your name I pray.  Amen.  
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