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The Huddle 
O F F I C I A L  N E W S  O F  T H E  R B A  

 The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal Christian church.                     
Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God.                                             

Its mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination. 

RBA by the numbers 
Covid-19 gave us opportunity to try 
new programming in addition to some 
existing.  Here are the programs pro-
vided between Summer 2021-Spring 
2022 
Summer K-6 grade Clinics 
• 85 Kids, 44 girls & 41 boys 
• 5 sessions  
• 4 youth volunteers giving 160 

hours 
• Theme: Higher, Faster, Stronger 
• Lunch & snack provided 
Northwoods Camp Field Trip 
• 31 kids took a trip to The Salvation 

Army Northwoods camp & enjoyed 
the petting zoo, lunch, snack, and 
swimming in the outdoor water-
park. 

Fall K1 Intro to Basketball 
• 80 kids, 21 girls, 59 boys 
• 4 weeks 
• 6 coaches gave over 25 hours 
• Focused on FUNdamentals 
Winter 2-8 grade Basketball 
• 288 kids, 94 girls, 194 boys 
• 66 volunteer coaches gave over 

1,570 hours 
• 6 divisions playing Nov-mid-March 
• Over 25 schools represented 
• Participants from Duluth, Cloquet, 

Hermantown, Proctor, Esko, Supe-
rior, Saginaw and Two Harbors 

• 168 games were played 
Winter K1 Basketball 
• 50 kids, 14 girls, 36 boys 
• 8 coaches gave over 50 hours 
• 6 weeks of learning & practicing  

fundamental skills & then a game 
Spring K1 Skills & Scrimmage  
• 22 kids, 4 girls & 18 boys 
• 4 weeks 
• 7 volunteer coaches gave over 30 

hours 
• Players developed their skills then 

scrimmaged at the end of each ses-
sion 

Spring 2-7 grade 3 on 3 
• 111 kids, 52 girls, 59 boys 
• 3 open gym sessions 
• 5 weeks 
• 2 divisions 
• Sessions opened with skills warm 

up then players were divided into 
teams for the night & played at 
least 3 games 

 
30 Full scholarships were 

given in 2021-2022! 

Greetings to all of our RBA families! 

Hello RBA Family, 
Youth Sports Ministry is a 
big part of The Salvation 
Army mission in Duluth.  
We work hard to help 
shape young lives to be 
ones of character and 
strength, seeking to influ-
ence their community for 
good. Whether we are fac-
ing a pandemic, or plan-
ning for our next season, 
we lean on the Lord’s guid-

ance to impact lives and 
be a source of encour-
agement to many. 
 
Please visit us on Sunday 
if you are looking for a 
church home! We have 
Sunday School at 9:45 
and Worship at 11:00. 
We are praying for you.  
May the Lord bless you, 
and we’ll see you on the 
court! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bryan and Teri Ellison 
Captains 
218-722-7934 

Will van scoy RBA ALUMNI FEATURE          

Each year around 500 former RBA players compete at the high school level in 
various sports.  Will played for Duluth East.  We are excited for the next part of 
his journey and you can count on us to be cheering for him as he heads off to 
attend & play at the University of Wisconsin– River Falls.  

When did you first start 
playing basketball?  
I first started playing bas-
ketball when I was 5 
years old. My first time 
playing east basketball 
was in 4th grade. 
 Why do you play? 
I love the sport, I like 
shooting, dribbling, fancy 
passes, the atmosphere 
and culture, along with 
the rush of emotion I get 
while playing. 
 Have you played other 
sports? Which ones? 
I have played soccer. 
 Who inspired you when 
you were a young play-
er? 
My older brother also 
played for East. 
 Who inspires you now? 
My family, especially my 
mother and father. 

 What do you love most 
about playing basket-
ball? 
When I have a basketball 
gym all to myself early in 
the morning. It could just 
be me but the times 
where I would wake up 
early and head to Duluth 
East to shoot feels com-
forting. The gym would 
be quiet and the only 
thing I would be at peace 
because the only sound 
was my shoes squeaking 
and the ball bouncing. 
 Do you have a memory 
from Rookie Basketball 
that you can share? 
The time when I was on 
the green team and met 
two of my to this day 
best friends, Aiden Yung 
and Luke Lieberz. 
 

 What advice would you 
give to young players? 
My advice to young play-
ers is to find what moti-
vates and inspires you to 
be the best person you 
can be. Be open minded 
and be determined. If 
you have a goal don’t let 
others bring you down, 
at the end of the day 
make it so you are the 
only person who can 
stop you from reaching 
your goals.  



job openings  In late August the RBA will be hiring to fill 4-5 referee positions.  High 
School diploma/GED required, $18-20/hour. Contact the RBA office, 218-576-6174 for more info. 

Sunday Church  
9:45AM Sunday School 
11:00AM Worship Service 

NEXT: Perseverance, Joy, Love 

I think about this year’s theme, NEXT, and the im-
portance of having an attitude of NEXT-play men-
tality on the court or being prepared for the NEXT 
practice.  Off the court, thinking about how to 
grow the NEXT reach of our impact, the NEXT step 
to success, the NEXT level of our commitment to 
the community. How do we accomplish these 
things? It’s easy to get caught up in how we 
missed the shot or turned the ball over. It’s easy to 
be selfish and think of only ourselves or how can I 
benefit from the team or the community. I believe 
that’s where the Marks of Excellence help us re-
member how we can have a NEXT attitude! One 
Mark is Perseverance: enduring difficult situations 
in order to get better and grow stronger. We need 
to understand that there will be challenges during 
the games, season and in our lives. We can choose 
to learn from these experiences and grow, moving 
on to the NEXT play or game or we can give up and 
quit. Another Mark is Joy: staying positive and hav-
ing fun regardless of the circumstances. Basketball 
is meant to be ENJOYED and PLAYED, when we 
play with joy it leads to freedom to make mistakes 
and learn. We’ll be excited for the NEXT game or prac-
tice. And finally, the Mark of Love: sacrificial acts that 
benefit others. When we love our coaches, teammates, 
and community members it will lead to a mentality of 
NEXT. What can I do FOR the team, how 
can I serve my coaches, how can I serve my 
community!  Erik Lofald is on staff with  
Fellowship of Christian Athletes & is                     
the Denfeld Football Head Coach. 

Find program updates & weather on 
Facebook @DuluthSA,  
Twitter & Instagram @rbaduluth. 

FREE lunches are available: 
Monday-Friday  11:30 AM-12:30 PM 
Food shelf hours: 
Monday & Thursday 1:30-4:00 PM 
215 S 27 Ave W, Duluth 

I love the word NEXT! 

I have always found a lot of hope in the word NEXT!  I'll make the 
NEXT shot, catch the NEXT pass, win the NEXT game, prepare for the 
NEXT season, etc.  Having a second chance, a NEXT shot, is a real 
blessing.  It always has been.  This was my first year coaching the 
Denfeld Varsity Girls' Basketball Team.  I absolutely LOVED it! Though 
we didn't win a lot of games this past season, the season could not 
have gone better.  Lots of girls came out to play (many for the first 
time), lots of girls had fun, lots of girls made friends, and lots of 
girls grew as players and as people.  As I look very much forward to 
NEXT season, I can't wait to do it again.  In preparation for NEXT 
year, many of our girls are already lifting weights, playing at the Boys 
and Girls Club, and staying in shape through playing other spring 
sports.  This summer there will be open gyms, open weight room, 
and the opportunity to play in as many as three summer leagues in 
June and July.  In the fall, we look forward to more 
lifting, open gyms, and preseason conditioning 
workouts.  For those who are thinking to themselves, 
"I really love this, and I want to get better for NEXT 
season," the opportunity is most definitely there.  I 
can't wait to see what this NEXT season will bring for 
Denfeld Girls' Hoops! Erik Reinertsen, Head 
Coach, Duluth Denfeld  Girls Basketball 

Monday Matters at Duluth Huskies 

Bring a hygiene product for The Salvation 
Army food shelf to the following  Monday 
Duluth Huskies games & get a hot dog for 
$1.    6/13, 7/11, 8/8 

Duluth East Girls Summer program 

Great teams are made during the season, but great players are 
made during the summer. Because we are always focusing on im-
proving our program, the Duluth East Girls Basketball Team is all 
about offering more opportunities than ever before to our young 
ladies.  We will provide a 6 week camp to all youth in the area 
working on all the fundamentals of basketball.  Youth girls 3rd 
through 6th grade have the opportunity to sign up for one week or 
for all 6 weeks.  Along with that we push our 
10,000 shot club where girls can keep track of 
their shots and earn a free t-shirt at the end 
of the summer.  We also provide strength and 
conditioning for our youth through Destina-
tion Fitness.  We also provide a 6 week camp 
for 7-12 grade including leagues, tourna-
ments, practices, 10,000 shot club, and 
strength and conditioning program through 
Destination Fitness.  We had a successful sea-
son filled with a lot of hustle and heart and 
look to keep improving the program through 
fun opportunities and a lot of hard 
work.  Hope to see you on the 
court! Rich Windt, Head Coach, 
Duluth East Girls Basketball 



Local Camp & Clinic Summer Opportunities 
For the basketball beginner, fanatic or anyone in between, we have included the information currently available for the some of the area basketball 

teams  & organizations we  partner with in an effort to improve the strength and quality of basketball in Duluth.   

Date Host Grade/Gender Time Cost Contact 

June 20-23 
July 25-28 

UMD Women 3-8 grade girls Half day 
Full day 

$95 
$195 

Coach Pearson 
218-726-6265 
Umdbulldogsportcamps.com 

June 13-15 
June 20-23 
July 20-21 
July 26-29 

UMD Men K-6 grade 
3-9 grade boys 
3-12 grade boys 
3-9 grade boys 

9am-12pm 
9am-4:30pm 
9am-4:30pm 
9am-4:30pm 

$75 
$195 
$100 
$195 

Coach Wieck 
218-726-7270 
Umdbulldogsportcamps.com 

June 16 
July 14 

UWS Women 2-9 grade girls 9am-1pm $40 Coach Otto-Fisher 
715-395-4672 
Uwswomensbasketball.com 

June 30 
July 7 
July 11-13 

UWS Men 3-12 grade boys 
2-3 grade boys 
5-12 grade boys 

9:30am-3pm 
10am-2pm 
various 

$50 
$40 
$160 

Coach Polkowski 
715-395-4675 
Uwsuperiorbasketball.com 

6/13-7/1 
7/11-7/22 
M-F 

East Boys 3-8 grade boys 2 hour blocks see web-
site for exact times 

$100 
$150 

Coach McDonald 
Dulutheastbasketball.com 

Weeks of: 
6/13, 20, 27 
7/11, 18, 25 

East Girls 3-7 grade girls 12:45pm-2:30pm $50/
week 

Coach Windt 
Richard.windt@isd709.org 

6/27-7/1 
7/18-22 

Denfeld Boys 4-12 grade boys 2 hour blocks email 
coach for exact times 

$50 per 
session 

Coach Homere 
denfeldhoops@gmail.com 

6/13-7/29 
Mon-Thur 

Denfeld Girls 6th grade & up 
girls 

10:00am-12:00pm Free Coach Reinertsen 
erik@thewatersedge.net 

3 June dates 
2 July dates 

Starks Academy 
3v3 league 

3-5 grade co-ed 
6-8 grade co-ed 

5-8pm 
5-8pm 

$250/
team for 
5 ses-
sions 

Coach Starks 
Northlandhoops.com 

July 25-27 Wolves/Lynx 
Academy with  
Starks Academy 

3-8 grade co-ed 9am-3pm $225 Www.timberwolvesbasketball
academy.leagueapps.com/
camps 

June 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

13 14 15 16 17 

20 21 22 23 24 

27 28 29 30 1 

4 5 6 7 8 

11 12 13 14 15 

18 19 20 21 22 

4-6 grade clinic 

K-1 grade clinic  

2-3 grade clinic 

4-6 grade clinic 

July 

The WIN at RBA Summer Clinics is to create an environment that intention-
ally focuses on developing the WHOLE athlete—BODY—MIND—HEART.  
The RBA believes basketball offers a platform to develop not only great 
athletes but also great citizens, boys & girls of moral character who will 
become the change agents in the Duluth community, & at RBA Summer 
Clinics we are intentional about leveraging that platform. 
Clinics will focus on developing fundamentals as well as character qualities 
of integrity, teamwork, & excellence all through basketball.  Players will 
develop their individual skills through training exercises, contests, & 
games.  Players will also participate in small group activities & discussions 
after lunch & during snack.  Clinics are facilitated by RBA staff. Space is lim-
ited to all the summer programming and will fill first come, first serve. 
 
Summer Clinic dates, 9am-4pm daily, lunch, snack & t-shirt included: 
• K1 grade: June 16-17 and/or June 21-22; $50 each session 
• 2-3 grade: July 5-7 (includes field trip to Northwoods camp  and/or July 

18-20; $75 each session 
• 4-6 grade: June 27-29 and/or July 11-13; $75 each session 
• 7-17 year old Day Camp field trip: July 7 and/or 8, $20 per day.  This 

one day field trip will be offered to The Salvation Army’s Northwoods 
camp for basketball, & activities, including swimming in the 3 lane pool 
with 2 story water slide and vortex pool. Transportation, lunch and 
snack included.   

K-1 grade clinic 

2-3 grade clinic 

Field Trip 

Field Trip 

June 

Register for summer clinics at: bit.ly/RBADULUTH 

RBA Summer Clinic Schedule         



To be removed from this mailing list or if you have questions about The Salvation Army, the RBA, or something in this        
newsletter contact RBA Director,  Kris Mallett at kristin.mallett@usc.salvationarmy.org or 218-576-6174.  
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The Salvation Army 
215 S 27 Ave W 
P.O.Box 16052 
Duluth, MN 55816 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Registration for the 35th season of RBA, 2022-2023 will open online, Monday, August 29, 2022 
Go to bit.ly/RBADULUTH for RBA news, game videos, calendar & registration forms. 

Interested in coaching 2022-2023? 
The RBA relies on 2 volunteers to coach each team.  Coaches evaluate players, plan & run weekly practices & coach one hour 
games.  The coaches meeting is in mid-October.  RBA coach training material is adapted from the Minnesota State High School 
League WHY WE PLAY varsity coach training which follows 3D Coaching & InsideOut Initiative.  Contact the RBA office for more 
information about becoming a coach such as requirements & resources, including Jr. NBA curriculum & 3DCoaching. 

THANK YOU SPONSORS! 
Broman Academy app 

We both played RBA basketball & 
that is where we developed our love 
for the game of basketball. Through 
this love of the game, we were able 
to become the two all-time leading 
scorers in the Minnesota state high 
school league, earned Division I 

scholarships, & played in the NCAA tournament. Now, we work/train 
with NBA players all the way down to first graders & everyone in be-
tween. We developed this app to help players improve their game on 
their own, all you need is a basketball to get better! We would not be 
where we are today without RBA, that is where we fell in love with 
basketball and we have been enjoying it ever since!     Anders & Bjorn 
Broman graduated from Lakeview Christian Academy & went on to 
play at Division I basketball at Winthrop University. Go to          
https://bromanacademy.app/ & check out their basketball app! 


