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THE SALVATION ARMY RESPONSE IN CHETEK, WE ARE HERE TO SERVE  

Volunteers with the local Salvation Army spent a few weeks help-
ing in Chetek with the recent tornado that tore through the com-
munity.  Disaster Services is just one of the ways The Salvation 
Army helps others in times of need.  When a disaster, like the 
Chetek tornado, tears through a community, The Salvation Army 
is one of the first on scene.  We provide spiritual care, hydration 
and food to the victims, volunteers and first responders on scene.  
We consider it a privilege to be able to serve in this way to the 
many that are hurting in situations like this.   

 

In Chetek, there were many stories of individuals whose lives 
were forever changed.  This one was captured by Amy Burke of 
the Salvation Army. 

 

“Once they heard that a tornado was heading toward Barron 
County, Darla Amundson and Kevin Duffield took off. “We left. We 
were watching the news and decided to go with our camper to 
Sand Creek,” Amundson said. Duffield is the compound manager at Prairie Lake Estates, the mobile home park that 
was leveled in Chetek, Wisconsin after an EF-3 tornado on Tuesday. One person was killed and 25 people were in-

jured.  

Emergency officials said 38 mobile homes were destroyed, eight sustained major 
damage and three have minor damage. When the couple returned, both said it was 
hard to process what had happened. "I remember coming back thinking everyone was 
gone,” Duffield said. “I don't want to see this anymore." He said their home had moved 
five feet in the storm. Oddly enough, Amundson said when she approached their 
home of four and a half years, the door was open but her laptop was still propped 
open on the kitchen table, untouched. There was also a glass table on their porch that 
was still intact. Amundson thinks a tree near the side of their home and a deck pre-
vented their home from flipping over, unlike their neighbor Mike Candler’s place. 

On Thursday, Duffield was climbing on top of Candler’s home, via a tree, because he 
heard a faint meowing noise. After a quick search, he found a litter of newborn kittens, 
alive and hungry. He carefully placed them in a flowerpot and lowered them down to 
two Humane Society employees. 

After grabbing a lunch provided by The Salvation Army at the scene, Amundson took 
a look around her former neighborhood. “I haven’t broken down yet,” she said. “But I 
believe that with anything bad that happens, something good will come out of it.” 

 

The Salvation Army Disaster Response remains ready to serve and ready to be on 
scene when called.  Know that when you support The Salvation Army, the dollars you 

give locally stay locally to help friends and neighbors in need.  We thank you for your generosity! 

Volunteers bring water and snacks to residents after the 

tornado wreaked havoc in Chetek. 

This kitten was just one of the many pets 
that were rescued from the tornado 
relief efforts. 

http://www.salvationarmywi.org/wum/news/always-wanted-part-something-special-chetek-tornado


Did you Know?  The Polk County Salvation Army has a Facebook Page?  Like us on Facebook at Polk 

County Salvation Army to learn all about the fun events we participate in, volunteer opportunities, and how our 

organization is working to Do the Most Good! 

On June 9th, at the Amery Fire Hall, several volun-

teers from all over the County came together to sup-

port the BackPack Program and raise dollars for chil-

dren in need of a little extra help with food over the 

weekends.  The generosity of the community and the 

outpouring of support was overwhelming!  We are so 

thankful to the people who donated their time and ef-

forts.  We are thankful for the businesses who spon-

sored and donated items for the silent auction or the 

dinner.  Countless volunteer hours were spent and the 

community responded in an amazing way!  We thank 

you so much!  So many children will benefit from your 

generosity!  We took so many great pictures that 

day...wanted to share a few. More can be found on 

our Facebook page at Polk County Salvation Army.   

$17,000 Raised to Benefit the Backpack Program 

DUNK TANK FUN! 

Striking a Pose by Dad’s 

Fireman Locker!   

Thank you Amery Fire for 

your help! 

Event Coordinator 
Betty Collins and 
Salvation Army   

Director           

Duana Bremer! 

SO MANY GUESTS AND SILENT AUCTION ITEMS!  THANK YOU! 

The Cattail Moon Band Played for 3 hours during the event! 

Cardinal Glass Matched Donations to the  

Guitar Case during their performance! 

$3550.00 Was Put in the Case! 

THANK YOU CARDINAL GLASS!!! 

YOU ARE A BLESSING TO MANY! 



BIRDIES FOR BACKPACKS HELPS HUNGRY KIDS 
Many of you have heard of the Polk and Burnett County Salvation Army BackPack Program.  There are fundraisers 
done each year to support it.  There are requests for donations periodically, requests for help and volunteers.  What 
you may not know is why the program is so important.  Poverty exists in our state. In Wisconsin, 1 in 8 people struggle 
with hunger, according to Feeding America.  Many children and families living right in our part of the state are benefiting 
from the free or reduced lunch program because 
their household income falls below a certain lev-
el, putting them at risk for hunger.  The Back-
pack Program steps in when the need is great. 
When a family is approved for free or reduced 
lunch, the family is then also offered the chance 
to participate in the Backpack program through 
the Salvation Army.  If the family chooses to par-
ticipate, they then receive one backpack full of 
food every Friday for the child to take home for 
the weekend.  Once the backpack is returned, 
the following week, the Salvation Army and its 
many volunteers re-pack the bag for the follow-
ing week. Each back pack contains one dinner, 
a breakfast, fruit, vegetable and a snack item 
and once a month the backpack has a milk cou-
pon in it.  Over 600 local families participated in 
the program just this last school year.   

Children who come to school hungry often times 
have a more difficult time concentrating in the 
classroom and tend to have more behavior is-
sues and academic issues than their peers who 
have plenty of food in their homes.  The Back-
pack program has significantly impacted the 
lives of these children for the better as can be 
attested by many school teachers who have 
spoke of the direct benefits they see from their 
students.  

Of course, with programs like these, many 
hands make it possible. Currently, the Salvation 
Army has packing sites that are manned with 
volunteers helping those in need.  Many of the 
packing sites are at local churches or business-
es who take on this important task each week.  
Another part of this is the need for fundraisers to 
continue to provide food to these families.  The 
cost of each backpack is roughly $7/week plus 
the cost of a gallon of milk on the weeks when 
the coupon is included.  The cost is high but the 
reward is great for so many.   

One way you can help fund this program is by 
attending one of the fundraisers that support it.  
Coming up, August 14th at the Frederic Golf 
Course, one such event will take place.  This is the 3rd year for this event and the group is hoping for a successful year.  
The event is called Birdies for Backpacks and is a 4 person golf scramble.  There is still space for your team or for your 
business to support the event.  If you are interested, forms are available online at www.SAserenityhome.org, click on 
upcoming events.  OR, you can call 715-497-4438 to inquire or sign up.  And, you can sign up directly through Frederic 
Golf Course.  The event begins at 10am with registration then the golfing starts at 11am with dinner to follow at 3:30pm. 
We hope to see your golf team there! 

(If your business would like to sponsor the event, please email Angela_Moulton@usc.salvationarmy.org for more infor-
mation.)   

http://www.SAfaithhouse.org
mailto:Angela_Moulton@usc.salvationarmy.org


WE ARE SO THANKFUL FOR THE SUPPORT! 

LEASE RENEWED: 3 YEARS! 

This past Spring at Serenity Home, things got a little on the 

chaotic side in regards to our building.  The lease with Polk 

County (whom we rent from) expired and for the first time in our 

8 year history, the question of whether or not the County 

should renew with us was called into question.  There were/are 

a few voices in the area who think that the shelter is doing 

good things but also believe the shelter should not be located 

in Balsam Lake.   

Beginning in February, we as a staff and you as a community 

came together to rally support for the good works that Serenity 

Home shelter is doing everyday through our emergency ser-

vices, backpack program and of course, our shelter program.  

There were many meetings to attend and many questions to 

answer.  At the end of it all...in May, the County Board voted 

unanimously to renew the lease for a period of 3 more years.  

Also, we will be working with the County and others in the com-

munity on a committee to deal with the issues of homelessness and poverty in Polk County. 

After all the meetings and the stress of it all, we at the Shelter are back to 

business as usual… We are serving those in need daily and when we look 

back at what the past few months brought, we are thankful to have had the 

opportunity to reach so many and explain fully how we are serving in Polk 

County and we are truly humbled by the level of support this community 

showed us in our time of 

need. 

As for the future of the shel-

ter, we have been told that 

we will be asked to move in 3 

years.  So, now we wait to 

see what God has in store 

next for our program but, we 

can share...He is already 

making some things happen.  Please join us in praying for our 

future and where we may continue to serve our great communi-

ty.  We love Polk County and we remain committed to serving those in need. 

Hundreds of you showed up in support of Serenity Home, 
our backpack program and other services we provide to the 
community at the Spring County Board Meetings!    We are 
so thankful for you all! 

Katie Johnson and Sons pose for a pic at 
one of the many meetings!                                     

Thanks for your support! 

Thanks for your awesome support!  Left to Right: Betty 
Collins, Dave Corbett, Lois Van Someren and Pastor Peters 

Did you Know?  The Polk County Salvation Army has a Facebook Page?  Like us on Facebook at Polk 

County Salvation Army to learn all about the fun events we participate in, volunteer opportunities, and how our 

organization is working to Do the Most Good! 



13 gallon garbage bags 

Copy Paper 

Two-Pocket Folders 

Office Supplies                      

(pens, pencils, paper clips, tape etc.) 

Paper Towels (immediate need) 

Toilet Paper (immediate need) 

NEW Pillows (immediate need) 

Finger Nail Clippers/File 

NEW Socks and Underwear     

(Adult Sizes) 

Towels (Kitchen and Bath) 

Over the Counter Meds          

(Adult, Tylenol, Advil, Chapstick, Naproxen, 

allergy medications, multi-vitamins etc.) 

Cleaning Supplies 

Dish Soap 

Laundry Soap 

Toe Nail Clippers 

 

If you would like to mail in a            

financial donation:   

Serenity Home 

200 Polk County Plaza 

 Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

 

RED KETTLE COORDINATOR NEEDED 

As the needs in Polk County increase, so does the 

need to have successful fundraisers. 

We are looking for a few helpers! 

We are looking for a Bell Ringing Coordinator for the   

following communities: 

Amery 

Clear Lake and Turtle Lake 

St. Croix Falls 

Osceola 

Luck 

Duties would include: Securing Volunteer Bell Ring-
ers for 2-3 locations in your community, scheduling 

the bell ringers for their shift and communicating 
with volunteers and the local business, civic and 

church communities. 

This is a paid (stipend), seasonal position.   

Please call 715-497-4438 for more information 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about how you 

can volunteer or   donate 

to help in your community. 

Salvation Army - Polk 

County 

200 Polk Plaza            

Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

(715) 485-1221 

The Mission Statement of the   

Salvation Army USA 

The Salvation Army, an internation-
al movement, is an evangelical part 
of the Universal Christian Church. 
Its message is based on the Bible. 

Its ministry is motivated by the love 
of God. Its mission is to preach the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet 
human needs in His name without 

discrimination. 

Salvation Army—Polk County 

200 Polk Plaza 

Balsam Lake, WI  54810 
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We are updating our data-

bases.  If you have recently 

moved or changed your phone 

number please give us a call 

and let us know so we can 

keep you up to date on every-

thing we are doing! 

Polk County                  

Advisory Board 

Brian Masters - Chair 

Allen Foxwell  - Vice Chair 

Kathy Poirier  

Colleen Noonan 

Jill Stoffel 

Judge Jeff Anderson 

Desi Anderson 

Betty Collins 

Dave Corbett 

Deanna Briesemeister 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR WORK IN CHETEK! 

Many organizations and local 
volunteers spent countless 
hours serving in Chetek to 
help Do the Most Good!  It 

was awesome to see the com-
munity come together to 

serve.  We continue to pray for 
the people of Chetek. 

Thank you Judi and Aaron! 

Bob Johnson, Char Gillen and 
Angela Moulton out serving to 

the homes hit around the lake. 

Famous Dave donated food 
to help!  Here he is with 
Duana and Bob!  Thank you 

for your generosity! 


