
 

Fighting Hunger in Greater Green Bay 

Imagine you are a child getting ready for school. You come downstairs for breakfast and the only thing on 

the table is a brown, mushy banana. You choke it down because you know there’s no better option. 

You’re already hungry again by the time you get off the bus at school. You can’t concentrate in your 

classes because all you can think about is your rumbling stomach and how much longer it is until lunch. 

Or, imagine you are a single mom with two kids, trying to put yourself through school, while still 

working full time. Once all the bills are paid there’s not enough money left to put the nutritious food on 

the table you know your kids should be eating. 

Or, how about the homeless man, searching for a job, a place to sleep and a warm meal. 

The Salvation Army of Greater Green Bay encounters these people on a daily basis and provides help and 

hope to get them through the day, week or month.  

According to the 2016 Brown County LIFE Study, 51% of people with incomes of less than $10,000 per 

year said not having enough food to avoid hunger was a problem some, most or all of the time. In the 

Green Bay Area School District, 58% of students were enrolled in the free and reduced-fee lunch program 

in the 2014-2015 school year. The Salvation Army operates a variety of feeding programs to ensure the 

community’s basic need for food is met. 

 

The Salvation Army’s Noon Feeding Program serves a hot, nutritious meal, every Monday through 

Friday, from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm. In 2016, the program provided 30,944 meals, averaging 125 meals 

each day. 

 

“We see food as a basic need, essential to everyone, so there are no eligibility requirements to attend our 

feeding program,” states Nan Pahl, Director of Social Services for The Salvation Army. “We also serve 

the meal at no cost to attendees to ensure anyone in need can come.” 

 

The Noon Feeding Program features themed meals during several holidays, such as Christmas and Easter. 

For some community members this may be their only holiday celebration of the season.  The feeding 

program also celebrates guest’s birthdays once a month, ensuring everyone can have a special celebration. 

 

It takes an army of caring individuals to accomplish feeding over 100 people every day. With only two 

meal program staff members, The Salvation Army relies on community volunteers to help prepare, serve 

and clean up after the meal. 

 

Volunteer groups like Good Shepard Church, who serve the meal at the feeding program once a month 

and make homemade dessert for the day they help. Or Hope Lutheran Church, who calls on their 

congregation members to make the same ziti recipe, so there is enough to serve the entire feeding 

program. 

 

The Salvation Army also partners with a number of local community organizations to ensure everyone in 

Greater Green Bay has access to food when they need it, whether through a bread rack, cart of sweets or 

“rescue produce.” 



The bread rack exists thanks to companies like Breadsmith and Big Apple Bagels, who donate day old 

product to ensure community members can start their day off right with a good breakfast or have a 

sandwich to eat at lunch. The bread rack is also thanks to the bread run drivers, who volunteer every 

morning at 7 a.m. to go out to these local businesses and gather the items. 

The cart of sweets wouldn’t exist if it weren’t for Festival Foods and Kwik Trip, who donate things like 

donuts, cookies and muffins. These treats aren’t in the budget for most of the clients The Salvation Army 

serves. 

The Salvation Army partners with Feeding America and Walmart to receive “rescue produce.” This 

consists of produce that needs to be eaten quickly, or, prepared and frozen for future use, allowing those 

who receive it the opportunity to incorporate fresh fruits and vegetables into their family’s meals. 

“We are so blessed to live in such a caring community,” states Pahl. “Whether it’s a local company or a 

community member, we all work together to ensure our community’s needs are being met.” 

The community also steps up and provides for The Salvation Army’s Food Pantry, which distributes two 

bags of donated grocery items to families and individuals once every 30 days. 

Volunteers pack the grocery bag with food staples such as cereal, soups, pasta, sauces, peanut butter, tuna 

or juice. Additionally, frozen foods such as hamburger, chicken, sandwich meats or brats are also 

available. 

Volunteers help distribute the bags as well, working the pantry every day of the week, from 9:00 am to 

3:30 pm, to ensure it’s open when our community needs it. In addition to the groceries, families or 

individuals may also be able to receive cleaning or hygiene products as well. 

Ensuring our community has enough food to eat doesn’t stop at The Salvation Army’s Green Bay Corps 

Community Center. The Salvation Army Ray and Joan Kroc Corps Community Center is there to help as 

well. The Kroc, in partnership with Feeding America, operates a monthly mobile food pantry for 

Eisenhower school families. 

According to Eisenhower’s school report card, 96.3% of their students are economically disadvantaged. 

The Kroc’s mobile food pantry ensures these families have access to fresh produce, meat and poultry 

items and many other nutritious options. 

This pantry runs smoothly thanks to the help of the Volunteer Center, who recruits 25 smiling volunteers 

to help each month. These volunteers may be families, individuals, church groups or employee groups 

from companies like Tweet/Garot or Humana. 

None of these programs would exist without the generosity of our local Green Bay community. Whether 

it’s a volunteer getting up at 5:00 am to do the bread run, an in-kind donation of food from a local grocery 

store, or financial assistance from a community member, our community rallies together to ensure those 

less fortunate are being cared for. 

If you want to make a difference in your local community through volunteering for one of these 

programs, please contact The Salvation Army’s Volunteer Director at (920) 593-2375. If you or your 

company would like to financially support one of The Salvation Army’s feeding programs, please contact 

the Director of Social Services at (920) 593-2378. Donations may also be made online at 

www.sagreenbay.org. 

 


