
 

 
 
Request for Proposals for NYSCI Rotunda Glass Sculpture Commission 
 
Total Project Budget: 
$45,000 
 
Budget Description: 
We have set aside $20,000 of the above total budget, as the artist fee (to cover creative work/time, engineering fees, 
collaborators, studio rental). Artists will be asked to arrange and cover materials and travel expenses initially, to be 
reimbursed by NYSCI. The remaining budget must cover all of the artist’s costs from design, through final 
implementation and installation, including but not limited to travel, interviews and engagement with staff, 
materials/fabrication, insurance, engineering and other consultants, transportation, installation, and coordination with 
NYSCI and UrbanGlass staff.  
 
Project Details: 
The New York Hall of Science (NYSCI), under the advisement of UrbanGlass, seeks a striking piece of glass art for 
the museum’s double height entry space, the Rotunda to help reopen its doors and welcome back its visitors during 
summer 2021. The budget for this project is $45,000. 
 
Deadline for application: February 8, 2021, at 11:59 pm. 
 
Introduction 
NYSCI is excited to work with the Rotunda Glass Commission artist or artist team to accomplish the following:  

 A welcoming environment and setting for NYSCI’s visitors’ approach to, and first steps inside the museum.  

 Setting expectations for what visitors experience at the museum. 

 Establishing the visitor mindset for exploration, discovery, making and doing.   

 A highly visible icon for the museum that acts as a beacon for people on their approach to NYSCI. 

 A delightful spectacle  

 A design and placement that is mindful of allowing natural light into the Rotunda space and maintains clear 
views from one level of the Rotunda to the other. 

Project Intent 
As the threshold to the museum, and the visitor’s first experience with NYSCI, the Rotunda is of the utmost 
importance to NYSCI. The entry sets the tone for a visitor’s entire museum experience.  Ideally, it should 
communicate that everyone is welcome and that visitors will experience science in ways that are delightful, 
and  encourage wonder, curiosity and agency.  We want to signal to visitors that NYSCI is a place where you get to 
make things happen. With the Rotunda Glass Commission NYSCI seeks to work with an artist or artist team to design 
and fabricate a glass artwork that communicates the museum’s values and goals for this entry space.  
 
NYSCI has chosen to pursue a glass artist for the Rotunda Commission, because we see glass as a dynamic 
medium with infinite potential to create a spectacle, engage visitors in curiosity and wonder about the glass-making 
process, and for its ability to play off of the light-filled physical space of the Rotunda. As a result of this focus on 
glass, we have sought the expertise of the UrbanGlass staff, as advisors and partners for this commission. With their 
given track record of supporting glass art fabrication and artists, they will help to inform the Rotunda Glass 
Commission from the selection process to fabrication, and installation. The selected Rotunda Commission artist or 
artist team will  be encouraged, but not required, to create their piece at the state-of-the-art UrbanGlass studios, and 
take advantage of guidance from their world-class studio team throughout fabrication.  
 
NYSCI has also partnered with UrbanGlass as a result of a shared passion and investment in Science Technology 
Engineering Art and Math education and outreach. Both organizations see science and education opportunities 
embedded in the glass-making process and are excited to find ways to document and share this process via video 
documentation, demonstrations, and/or workshops. We seek a glass artist or artist team that would be equally excited 



to explore this with us. We encourage programming and new partnership ideas to engage the public, and particularly 
our school-age and younger visitors.  
 
Background: 
Founded as part of the 1964 World’s Fair in Corona, Queens, NYSCI hosts nearly 500,000 visitors annually. NYSCI 
engages visitors with innovative exhibits, hands-on activities, educational programs and special events that invite 
active exploration and encourage all visitors to ask the questions that matter to them and seek out new ideas, new 
skills, and new ways of looking at the world. Everything we do at NYSCI is informed by an approach to STEM 
education that we call Design, Make, Play, which is anchored in research about how people build deep 
understandings of STEM concepts and practices. Design, Make, Play shifts  away from didactic approaches to STEM 
learning, toward approaches that give learners agency to construct knowledge, build on prior experiences, 
and investigate personally and socially meaningful problems. NYSCI believes that effective science learning is 
grounded in exploration and discovery, and our exhibits are designed to support visitors in 
recognizing that discovery, problem-solving and other STEM practices can be pleasurable and 
rewarding.  
 
Exhibits that embody Design, Make, Play: 

 Are inclusive 

 Have dramatic impact 

 Provoke deeper engagement 

 Build confidence and competence 

 Encourage personal investment 

 Make connections 

One of NYSCI’s most spectacular architectural features is, in fact, a glass commission. The Great Hall, designed by 
the architect, Wallace K. Harrison, employs dalle de verre, an architectural technique that arranges small segments of 
glass within a concrete structure. More than 5,000 2-by-3-foot panels of glass make up the building’s facade. More 
photos of the Great Hall can be found here.  
 
Audience: 
NYSCI’s largest audience is drawn from our local community of Queens, but we serve all five boroughs and the 
surrounding tri-state area. The borough of Queens is the most ethnically diverse urban area in the country; 48 
percent of residents are foreign-born and over 100 languages are spoken. During the school calendar, Monday 
through Friday, NYSCI is bustling with school groups (Preschool – High School), while on weekends and school 
holidays, NYSCI primarily serves young visitors and their families (average age of young people: 6 years old). During 
the summer months we receive visits from many area community and camp groups. 
 
NYSCI seeks proposals from artists who would be able to develop a concept that responds specifically to the multi-
faceted aspects of the site, both its physical attributes and its educational and community purposes. 
 
For more information about NYSCI and its programs, please visit: www.nysci.org 
 
The Site: 
The Rotunda is NYSCI’s dynamic glass-enclosed round entrance. This light-bathed space functions as the museum’s 
main entrance, admissions space, and a visitor’s first impression of NYSCI, beginning from the outside walkway 
leading up to the museum. The Rotunda stands two stories tall, with a 42’ ceiling, and floor-to-ceiling glass windows 
and doors that span 3/4 of the round on each floor.  The space consists of steel window and door frames, blue ceiling 
i-beams, and terrazzo floors. Photos attached. 
 
Parameters and Considerations for Proposals: 
High visibility. Ideal commissions will be visible from the outside of the museum, on the approach to the building. 
Take advantage of double-height space. Ideal commissions will be visible from the street level and 2nd floor of the 
Rotunda. 
Rate of Visitor Experience: While the Rotunda is incredibly beautiful and a welcoming point for NYSCI, it is equally 

functional and transactional, and therefore a transient space for visitors. The ideal commission should be immediately 
readable to the visitor and not require gathering or prolonged standing.  
Sustainability: NYSCI is anticipating that this piece will be installed for 5-8 years in the Rotunda. Ideal commissions 

should be relevant in content and robust enough to last for this anticipated period. 

https://nysci.org/home/about/greathall/
http://wallacekharrison.org/dalle-de-verre/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nysci/37290929011/in/album-72157690669368131/


Assessment of fragility. NYSCI is a high touch environment. The Rotunda Glass Commission pieces must be 

designed to withstand non-gentle and unfacilitated touching (this piece will not have a guard or other staff member 
mediating the interaction) or be completely out of reach of visitors. Ideally, the commission should be able to be 
periodically cleaned so it stays fresh and dynamic. 
Opportunity for exploring the glass-making process. Ideal Commission artists or artist teams will be interested to 

explore their process with the public (i.e. via documentation of the fabrication of their  piece, an artist talk, virtual 
studio visit, demonstration, and/or workshop, etc.). 
Collaboration: We will be looking to work hand-in-hand with the selected artist or artist team to achieve the 

aforementioned, while ensuring the integrity of the  original proposal idea.  
Placement options within the Rotunda: 
Please scroll through the photos in the Flickr albums for additional views..  

 Hanging from the ceiling (Current and past commissioned hanging artworks) 

 Hanging from i-beams  

 Upper Level Windows   

Floor plans of NYSCI Rotunda, which provide dimensions:  
 Rotunda Floor plan 

 Rotunda Elevation 
Alternative views of NYSCI’s Rotunda:  

 From the street, at night 

 From the street, during the day 

 View of Rotunda from NYSCI entrance, Interior 1 

 View of Rotunda from NYSCI entrance, Interior 2 

 View of Rotunda, from NYSCI entrance, interior 3  

 View of Rotunda from NYSCI entrance, interior 4  

 Video of entry to Rotunda 

 
Eligibility: 
The competition is open to established professional glass artists living in the Northeast (New York, CT, MA, ME, NH, 
NJ, PA, RI, and VT). Only professional artists with reviewable digital portfolios are eligible to apply.  
 
The Commissioned Artist(s) will work with NYSCI and UrbanGlass staff to create a site-specific, durable piece for this 
indoor installation. Applicants who wish to be considered for this project should have experience working within the 
public process, in public settings, as well as a proven ability to consult and develop plans with a licensed engineer, 
fabricate their own work, or to work with fabricators and installers. The artwork for this site must reflect the Project 
Intent as described above. The Commissioned Artist(s) will be required to provide evidence of appropriate liability, 
property damage, and workers compensation insurance while working on the site.  
 
NYSCI and UrbanGlass are committed to diversity, equity, inclusion, and access in all of its forms. The selection of 
the Commissioned Artist(s) will factor in diversity in terms of gender, age, race, culture, and education/learning 
differences, as well as experience in the areas of glasswork and design. 
 
Artist Selection Process: from email  
DEPENDENT ON COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS, applicants may request site visits to view space in person before 
submitting an application. Interviews with the Rotunda Commission Selection Committee will be virtual.  

 Artists submit proposals via online application by February 8, 2021, at 11:59 pm 

 Rotunda Selection Committee reviews applications and selects the top 4 choices for interviews and wider 
feedback. 

 Finalists are invited to interview with NYSCI and UrbanGlass team members on February 18 and 19. 

 NYSCI presents 4 finalists to stakeholders. 

 Final selection is made based on feedback from stakeholders and results from interviews. 

 Announcement made  

 DEPENDENT ON COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS, NYSCI will schedule a site visit with the finalist. 

Virtual site visits are available upon request. Please contact Liz Slagus at eslagus@nysci.org 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/nysci/15117353369/in/album-72157648075952864/
https://nysci.org/home/exhibits/scattered-light/
https://www.rosslewisstudio.com/copy-of-urban-intersections
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZEyykvS20kmb8oQRs_x3C3sy_bNmDJr8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U9UsuWs2zrUWkLg3Zgb8qe4SEPuXNqk8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AD-GHIvSoKpgtxabcDLH-s98rO81zl0N/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A4GDQcPKICmfKVPWIGcLonhQrevShTKN/view?usp=sharing
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nysci/22412235912/in/album-72157690669368131/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nysci/30532948613/in/album-72157690669368131/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SzZy4Wgrk3a-IduWiAzvASowCHTKexa_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11LMh72ffKoMFNkgG5l7CGDSSEqH5mjaR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AJlK4zlb3q3Qyv9T5bfhTg842GiuHX_P/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G2NOm4c45v7zWpT3ULWy06h941px5R-f/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RqAM3BW6KuFRgsdhtgkmuEPj47W9fgv3/view?usp=sharing
mailto:eslagus@nysci.org


 
Timeline: 
February  

 RFP closes February 8, 2021 at 11:59 pm 

 Selection committee meets to review proposals  

 Finalist virtual interviews: February 18 and 19, 2021  

 Stakeholder review of commission finalists 

March  

 Selected Rotunda Commission artist or artist team announced 

 Site visit organized with Commission artist or artist team. 

March - June 

 Fabrication of Rotunda Glass Commission.  

June 

 Installation of commission @ NYSCI 

July 
NYSCI reopens. 
 
 
To Apply: 
Please fill out the NYSCI Rotunda Glass Commission Application.  
 

 

https://forms.gle/kFvAtxbpUiijXyeV6

