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My Five Starting Assumptions

1. No positive statements in the Bible regarding same-sex relations, regardless of their 
context.  Must argue from silence today for committed, loving same-sex partners.

2. Can’t dismiss Paul’s unique and original appeal to nature in Romans 1:20,25 
(1Cor 6:16; 7:1-9; cf. Eph 5:31-33).  He wouldn’t contravene this revealed order in 
order to endorse same-sex relationships.

3. Distinction between homosexual orientation and acts, as understood today, appear to 
have been unknown to the Hebrew people.  Concept of a psychological or biological 
predisposition to homoerotic relations appears to be a modern one.  

Ray S. Anderson | Journal of Psychology & Christianity
Volume15, #4, Winter 1996 (3-4)



My Five Starting Assumptions

4. The moral issues relating to homosexuality aren’t determined solely by whether or not 
homosexuality is an orientation or a practice but by the way in which one’s sexuality is 
related to the intrinsic nature of human personhood as created in the image of God.  
This leads us to the deeper issue of the nature and purpose of human sexuality itself as 
taught by Scripture.

5. A theological and pastoral approach to the issue of homosexuality within the church 
must take into account a wider spectrum of biblical teaching than merely the few texts  
which condemn specific homosexual acts.  The theological predispositions are more 
significant than discussion based solely on homosexual references in the biblical text.

Ray S. Anderson | Journal of Psychology & Christianity
Volume15, #4, Winter 1996 (3-4)



“...What is needed is an underlying structure of 
human existence rather than a practice of human 

behavior to begin to understand and then engage in 
discussion with homosexual persons with regard to the 

church and its ministry.”

Ray S. Anderson | July 2008
“Homosexuality and the Church” (2)



Made in the Image of 
G O D

Theologians don’t all agree that God 
wanted humans to bear and reveal 

the image of God not only as 
persons, but as male and female, 

male or female.



BEING MADE IN GOD’S IMAGE HAS 
NOTHING TO DO WITH GENDER 

PERSONAL

BIOLOGICAL
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BEING MADE IN GOD’S IMAGE HAS 
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SAME-SEX MARRIAGE?

God’s image and one’s 
personhood are separate 
from one’s gender and erotic 
sexual impulses.  So for any 
sexual being, what matters is 
to pursue that union within 
the ethical mandate of 
marriage.

God’s image and one’s 
personhood are intertwined 
with one’s gender and erotic 
sexual impulses.  To pursue 

same-sex marriage would 
represent concealment of 
God’s image and lead to 

confusion rather than 
consecration.

Two very 
different 
ways of 

looking at 
being made 

in God’s 
image

practical theology of 
pastoral care and 

practice



“...the context of human sexuality under the conditions of 
fallen humanity is always less than ideal and that moral 

judgments concerning the sexual life of persons must be 
conditioned by compassion.”

Ray S. Anderson
“Homosexuality: Theological and Pastoral Considerations” 

Journal of Psychology & Christianity
Volume15, #4, Winter 1996 (8)



Meditations 
on the 

Tragic



everyone’s 

life as 
tragic as mine?

Is 



To be human is to be born into a

tragic existence



T H E  N O N - T R A G I C  L I V E S  O F  D O G S
Although humans must endure being limited, mortal beings, we still 

yearn for far more than we can ever have on our own.



“Yes, I understand 
that. It’s tragic.”

“I always wanted to have 
children, but after getting 
married when I was 25 I 
discovered that my wife 
would never be able to 
conceive a child. Yes, 

adoption was one 
possibility, but my dream 

of having a biological child 
will never be realized.”

Man in his late 40s

practical theology of 
pastoral care and 

practice



“Yes, I understand 
that. It’s tragic.”

“Ever since I was a teen I 
vowed never to date a non-
Christian.  But Christians 
have overlooked me, and 
I’m only getting older and 
less attractive.  I’ve met a 
really good person online 
who loves me, accepts me 
for who I am, but doesn’t 
share my love for Jesus.”

Single person in late 40s

practical theology of 
pastoral care and 

practice



“Yes, I understand 
that. It’s tragic.”

“I knew that I was gay 
from the time I was a 

teenager. I tried to deny it, 
but finally accepted it, and 
though it is against what 
the Bible teaches, I still 

long to have someone to 
love me and to live in a 
relationship that I could 
never have otherwise.”

Gay person

practical theology of 
pastoral care and 

practice



LOVE AND 
SEXUALITY

“If love is intrinsically tragic because it 
offers possibilities of fulfillment to 

human desire, hopes, and needs that 
can never be met in even the most 
perfect human relationship, then 

sexuality itself is intrinsically tragic.”

Ray S. Anderson | July 2008
“Homosexuality and the Church”  (6)



“Sexuality itself is tragic because it is a 
component of the very structure of 

humanity that is woven through with 
the tragic. We do not understand what 
it means to be a human person until 
we understand that. And we cannot 
understand the struggle to integrate 
unfulfilled, sometimes chaotic, and 

often self-defeating sexual experience 
into authentic human personhood 

until we understand that.”
Ray S. Anderson | July 2008

“Homosexuality and the Church”  (6)



“There is an element of the tragic in the sexual 
arena of life, where persons struggle to find 
meaning and value in contexts that are less than 
ideal and fall outside of what society considers 
normative...



“...Theological assumptions concerning human sexuality, 
grounded in biblical revelation, must include an 

acknowledgment of the brokenness and tragic aspects 
of the human sexual experience as well as of the divine 

intention regarding it.”

Ray S. Anderson
“Homosexuality: Theological and Pastoral Considerations” 

Journal of Psychology & Christianity
Volume15, #4, Winter 1996 (9)



Gay Identity Christ-Identity

Congruence by aligning beliefs/
values with behavior/identity

Attributions: attractions reflect 
who a person “really is”

AUTHENTICITY

Attributions: attractions reflect the 
Fall, other experiences

Congruence by aligning behavior/
identity with beliefs/values

AUTHENTICITY



“Redemption from the tragic does 
not guarantee perfect fulfillment of 

every capacity or desire. It does offer 
grace to bear with what must be 

borne, and to sublimate self-
gratification in one area to self 

fulfillment in another. Every human 
being is a sexual being and will 
experience some degree of the 

tragic in this area.”

Ray S. Anderson | Journal of Psychology & Christianity
Volume15, #4, Winter 1996 (9)



“The choice for abstinence where sexual practice would violate 
the moral structure of life as created and commanded by God is 
tinged by the tragic, regardless of one’s sexual preference--but 

it can be a ‘good’ choice.’”

Ray S. Anderson
“Homosexuality: Theological and Pastoral Considerations” 

Journal of Psychology & Christianity
Volume15, #4, Winter 1996 (9)



“Genetic or hormonal predisposition 
toward sexual orientation, as with 

other factors one inherits from one’s 
parents and psycho-social 

environment, determine certain 
options in life, but do not remove 

from us the responsibility to make 
good choices in living our life 

under these conditions.”

Ray S. Anderson | Journal of Psychology & Christianity
Volume15, #4, Winter 1996 (9)



PREFERENCE PRESENCE

The ideal or perfect will of 
God for our lives in Christ.

Failing to achieve this ideal 
doesn’t rule out God’s 

gracious presence.

Church expresses the divine 
Preference in the lives of its 

members.

Church expresses the divine 
Presence in the lives of its 

members.

Both Preference and Presence are grounded in the grace of God; both must 
be upheld in the teaching and practice of the church’s ministry.
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What Does It Mean to Be the Church Today?
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American Society
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Could this be a way to move forward?
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P R E S E N C E
PREFERENCE

TRUSTING JESUS

Open & Mutually Transforming

All 
sinners are 

loved and 
valued

Every sinner 
invited to join 

new family

First love
 one another

 in Christ

Mutually 
Transformed

Accountable 
amidst 

The Tragic



P R E S E N C E
PREFERENCE

practical theology of 
pastoral care and 

practice

“We vowed to stay 
married, but we 
ended up getting 

divorced. Two years 
later, I found 

someone new and 
we want to know if 
you’d perform our 

wedding.” 

“Yes, I 
understand that. It’s 

tragic. I’m committed 
to working with you 

both to find a way 
forward that still 

honors God.”



P R E S E N C E
PREFERENCE

practical theology of 
pastoral care and 

practice

“I was in a 
committed same-sex 
relationship and we 
had a child together. 

I felt God wasn’t 
pleased. We broke 
up and now I’m a 
member. Will you 

dedicate my child?” 

“Yes, I 
understand that. It’s 
tragic. You and your 
child are now part of 
our Faith Village. We 
will figure out your 

future together.”



P R E S E N C E
PREFERENCE

practical theology of 
pastoral care and 

practice

“I didn’t choose my 
orientation but I did 

choose to follow 
Christ. I embrace 
celibacy now, but 
what if, down the 

road, I long to love 
and be loved by 

someone special?” 

“Yes, I 
understand that. It’s 

tragic. I can’t officially 
celebrate that, but 

you’re a valued part 
of our family.  We 

won’t turn our backs 
on you.”



INCARNATION“Our task is to demonstrate that we 
understand and interact with their world 

before we talk about God’s call to us all to 
move towards another, better world.”

Barry Taylor @ Preaching in a Visual Age, November 2012



Life is replete with The Tragic: 
Circumstances, Choices, & Complications

But Jesus promised that none of us has to go it alone.

John 16:33 “Here on earth you will 
have many trials and sorrows...”

“But take heart, because I have 
overcome the world.” (NLT)


