
NYC Kids Belong in School IEC
Frequently Asked Questions

1) Aren’t New York City public schools already open?

Not really. As of now:

● Most of NYC’s 1 million pre-Kindergarten through 12th grade and

District 75 students are slated to remain fully remote through the

end of the 2020-21 school year.

● Only a small fraction of pre-K through 12th grade and District 75

students are enrolled in “hybrid” or part-time in-person school, at

the discretion of each principal. Because of the UFT-designed “two

unlinked case rule,” however, hundreds of these schools are closed

every day, and many of these children are “in person” in name only.

● A small percentage of K-5 schools are offering five day a week

instruction, at the discretion of the principal, but these schools are

subject to constant closures as well.

● Finally, even for the students who are able to attend in-person,

part-time school, a significant number of them are being taught

remotely by teachers with medical accommodations allowing them

to work from home. Per the City’s agreement with the UFT, these

teachers will not have to return to the classroom after receiving their

vaccination.

2) Will New York City public schools be open next year (2021-22)?

Unclear. Although the Mayor has said he would like for schools to be open

for full-time instruction in September, there is currently no plan as to how

that would happen. As it is, NYC’s social distancing requirements (8 feet of

“personal space” per student) means there is not enough space for the

fraction of students currently enrolled in in-person education to attend five

days a week. We expect the demand for in-person school will increase

dramatically in September, but the City has not discussed how it will
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accommodate all of these students. Labor leaders have already voiced

skepticism about a full reopening in September 2021.

Further, a substantial number of teachers have medical accommodations

exempting them from teaching in-person until June. It is not clear whether

those exemptions will be continued into the 2021-22 school year. Without a

robust, in-person workforce, many students may be forced to continue

learning from a computer while sitting in a classroom that is monitored by

a non-union aide or substitute. We do not consider schools “reopened” if

students continue to learn from a laptop, even if that “learning” occurs in a

technically reopened school building.

These are just two of the myriad issues that the City will have to confront

ahead of the 2021-2022 school year. Other issues include whether the City

will relax its social distancing requirements; how the City will ensure that

parents from the most vulnerable communities, who have been the hardest

hit by COVID, are confident that schools are safe for their children; and

how the City will address the learning and social-emotional deficits created

for the over 70% of students who will not have been in a classroom for 1.5

years.

3) What is an “Independent Expenditure Committee”?

According to New York State Law, an Independent Expenditure Committee

(IEC) is any political committee that spends money to support or oppose

candidates, ballot proposals, or political issues without coordinating those

expenditures with candidates, directly or indirectly. IECs can be created by

individuals, corporations, labor organizations, and trade or professional

associations.

4) That sounds like a PAC, are you a PAC?

For the purposes of New York State Law, we are not considered a Political

Action Committee (PAC) because we do not intend to donate money to

candidates for elected office or coordinate our activities with political

campaigns. In fact, IECs are expressly prohibited from contributing to

candidate committees, party committees, and PACs.
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However, in some states, the activities we plan to fund would be considered

those of a PAC. This article helps to explain the difference in New York

State.

5) How do you plan on spending the money you receive and to what

end?

In the short- to mid-term, we will use the money we raise to:

● Create a professional online presence and branding package.

● Retain a lawyer with expertise in election law—we don’t want to go to

jail!

● Hire a political consultant with a track record of successfully promoting

issues to New York City voters, elected leaders, and news media

● Hire an advertising agency with a track record of successfully promoting

advocacy messaging to a demographic as diverse as New York City’s.

● Per the guidance of the political consultant and advertising agency, we

will produce and disseminate an advertising campaign across the

appropriate media channels—TV, radio, Facebook, billboards, etc.—with

the goal of:

a) Educating New York City voters—especially public school

families—about the current reality and potential future of so-called “open

schools”;

b) Ensuring the issue of reopening schools is understood and covered by

the news media;

c) Making the issue of reopening schools in NYC a central issue of the

mayoral primary race, which will conclude with the Democratic primary in

June.

6)  Why aren’t you a PAC with plans to contribute money to

candidates for Mayor, City Council, etc?



New York City has public financing of campaigns, which means that a

political candidate gets 8-to-1 matching funds from individual donors. That

means that if a donor donates $100, the City will “match” that $100

contribution with $800, so the candidate gets $900. But this applies only

to individual donors, not PACs. So if the PAC gave a candidate $100, that

candidate would only get $100. Because this is a very inefficient way to use

donor money, we decided that it would be more strategic to use the money

to independently support candidates who supported our position.

It has quickly become apparent to New York City parents and families that

the issue of reopening public schools is a political one. However, because of

the outsized influence of the UFT over Democratic politics in our city, it is

impossible for us to compete directly for the attention of these elected

leaders. The UFT has significantly more money and an established

apparatus for delivering the Democratic vote at every election cycle—in

fact, much of the current lack of interest in this issue by mayoral and city

council candidates stems from their efforts to receive the UFT’s

much-coveted endorsement before the June primary.

7)  Who are the parent volunteers behind NYC Kids Belong in

School fund?

Megan Cossey is a parent of a District 6 middle school student and one of

the founding organizers of #KeepNYCSchoolsOpen, a grassroots parent

advocacy group that held its first of many rallies at Foley Square on

November 14 to protest the imminent closures of New York City public

schools by the Mayor. She is a former communications specialist for two

UN agencies in New York City, and runs her own editorial company

specializing in corporate and donor communications for the World Bank

and UN agencies around the world. Previously, she worked as an

Asia-based journalist covering bird flu, the 2004 Asian tsunami recovery

efforts, and a Thai military coup.

Natalya Murakhver is a writer, conference producer and, most

importantly, a tireless advocate for children’s health and well-being. In

2018 she produced the first NYU Exposome and Family Health panel and

partnered with the New York City Healthy School Food Alliance to improve

school food for New York City's public school children. She is the co-editor



of They Eat That?: A Cultural Encyclopedia of Weird and Exotic Food

from around the World (Greenwood Press, 2012) and a frequent

collaborator with the Bronx-based culinary education program The Fresh

Start Initiative, which brings culinary education and urban gardening to

children in New York City's underserved areas. Natalya is the co-founder of

Apple to Zucchini, a family wellness consultancy and has an MA in Food

Studies from NYU. She is a proud D3 public school parent and lives in

Manhattan with her husband, two daughters, and pandemic rescue puppy

Thunder Road.

Daniela Jampel is one of the founding organizers of

#KeepNYCSchoolsOpen, and a volunteer spokesperson for the NYC Kids

Belong in School Fund. She is a District 6 public school parent and a

relentless advocate for the importance of school reopening for kids and

parents, especially mothers.


