
Members Weekend is a Grand Canyon Association members-only event that provides 
behind-the-scenes views of the park’s hidden treasures and offers an opportunity to meet 
the people who make Grand Canyon one of the world’s most treasured parks. You will have 
a chance to talk with National Park Service and Grand Canyon Association leaders, hear 
about initiatives and learn of efforts to safeguard the future of Grand Canyon National Park. 
This action-packed weekend is our way of thanking you for your support of Grand Canyon!     

Members Weekend
May 19–21, 2017
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Registration
3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Grand Canyon National Park Headquarters

Dinner
5:00 p.m.
Shrine of the Ages

Welcome Session
Susan Schroeder,  
CEO of Grand Canyon Association

Chris Lehnertz,  
Superintendent of Grand Canyon National Park

Howard Weiner,  
Board Chair of Grand Canyon Association
7:30 p.m.
Shrine of the Ages
 
Join us for a preview of what’s ahead for 
the weekend and learn how your support 
helps protect and enhance this international 
treasure.  

Tyler Nordgren, Professor 
of Physics and Astronomy, 
University of Redlands
8:00 p.m.
Shrine of the Ages 

Artist, astronomer and night 
sky ambassador Dr. Tyler 
Nordgren will share his experience working 
with the National Park Service to promote 
astronomy education and raise awareness 
of the natural nocturnal sky as an important 
component of the grandeur of our national 
parks. During our evening session, Dr. Nordgren 
will explore the night skies at Grand Canyon 
and explain the importance of the International 
Dark Sky Park designation for Grand Canyon 
National Park.

Dr. Nordgren has helped document this 
vanishing landscape with award-winning night 
sky photography that has been exhibited in 
galleries from New York City to Flagstaff, 
Arizona. Dr. Nordgren has also developed a 
popular poster campaign in conjunction with 
the National Park Service to promote seeing the 
Milky Way in America’s parks, where “half the 
park is after dark.”

Friday, May 19

Saturday, May 20

Registration
8:30 a.m. – Noon
Shrine of the Ages

Day Programs by Group 
Break-out session organized by group will 
occur during the following times (see next 
page for details).
8:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Barbecue Lunch and Talk:
Looking Ahead to the Centennial
12:30 p.m.–2:00 p.m.
Shrine of the Ages
 
The National Park Service and Grand Canyon 
Association have an exciting year ahead! 
Find out what’s new at America’s most 
iconic landscape, from Chris Lehnertz, Grand 
Canyon National Park Superintendent. Hear 
what we’re doing today to introduce this 
beloved park to new generations of park 
lovers. Celebrate what’s happening at Grand 
Canyon and how the partnership between the 
association and the park has benefited Grand 
Canyon in the last year.



Continental Breakfast
8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
GCA Park Store at the Visitor Center

Closing remarks
9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 
GCA Park Store at the Visitor Center

Join us as we wrap up the weekend and sign 
up for optional activities.

 

Optional Activities
10:00 a.m. 

National Park Service staff will 
have various activities planned 
throughout the day. Join a citizen 
science activity, a ranger talk or 
simply enjoy the rest of your day  
at Grand Canyon National Park!

Sunday, May 21

Free Time to Enjoy Grand Canyon
4:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Evening Sky Talk 
8:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Shrine of the Ages 

The ability to see the stars at night is rapidly being 
lost around the world. Sixty percent of Americans 
cannot see the Milky Way and light pollution 
from the inefficient use of outdoor lighting will 
block the view of the Milky Way for four out of 
five children born today if this trend continues. 
Your support is helping the National Park Service 
protect our view of the night skies with official 
International Dark Sky Park designation. Find 
out why the night sky is worth protecting while 
stargazing with park astronomers.

Saturday Group Program Descriptions
Hermit Trail 
The Hermit Trail is an extraordinary rim-to-
river trail that opened in 1912. Hermit Trail led 
early visitors to Hermit Creek where “luxury 
camping,” including an on-site chef, awaited. 
Amazingly, most of this trail was constructed 
of slabs of stone hand-fitted together to create 
a virtual paved road. Your support is helping 
to maintain this trail. During this session, you 
will hear from park service trail workers and 

Preventative Search and Rescue 
volunteers about the status of 
Hermit Trail, the amount of work it 
takes to maintain it and how to best 
support the hikers who descend it. 
 
Rim Walk 
The beauty, geologic history and 
human story of the Grand Canyon can 
be explored from the rim. Walk along 
the rim and learn intimate details from park 
service staff and park partners about how  
they preserve and protect the park and its 
historic buildings to enhance the visitor 
experience for supporters like you.

Tribal Connections
National Park Service staff and tribal 
guest speakers will share their stories 
about developing long-lasting cultural, 
professional and personal relationships 
with Grand Canyon. Their 
perspectives will take you on a 
journey from the early history of 
Grand Canyon National Park to 
its deepening relationship with 
traditionally associated tribes. 
They’ll also describe the park’s 
continued efforts to balance park 
management and tribal values.

Saturday, May 20



take part in  
Something grand

Come early and join the Grand Canyon Association Field Institute on one of these supporter only trips.  

Monday, May 15 – 
Thursday, May 18

Take a Load Off:   
Mule Assisted Backpacking
With a little help from four-
legged friends, participants in 
this class descend into the heart 
of the Grand Canyon for a two-
night camping adventure beside 
picturesque Bright Angel Creek.  Because pack mules are hauling 
the bulk of the group’s camping gear and food, participants can 
devote more time and energy to uncovering the canyon’s secrets.

Tuesday, May 16 – 
Thursday, May 18

Birding on the Edge
The birdlife of the Canyon is a 
remarkably diverse collection 
of species interacting with and 
influencing their ecosystems. 
Our class will examine the 
birds of Grand Canyon: habitat 
relationships, generalist vs. specialist species, summer vs. winter 
residents, and the exploration of migration patterns.

Register and learn more at www.grandcanyon.org/fieldinstitute or call 866-471-4435


