
 

 



 
 
 
Dear Friend,  
 
Thank you for signing up to participate in our 11th Annual Thanksgiving Day 5K and for your fundraising 
efforts on behalf of Martha’s Village and Kitchen. By recruiting and asking for donations from friends, 
family, neighbors, and co-workers, you will directly and positively impact those in need in the Coachella 
Valley and Riverside County.  Your commitment is inspiring.  We simply could not do this without you! 
 
We will be recognizing the top fundraiser, top fundraising teams and the largest team at the 5K.  The top 
fundraiser will be selected based on online totals at the close of packet pick-up on Wednesday, 
November 22, 2017. 
 
If you have any questions about the registration website or your fundraising page, please contact us at 
kstauffer@marthasvillage.org.  You can also call, Kimberly Stauffer, at (760) 347-4741 ext. 116. 
Sincerely, 
 
Linda Barrack 
CEO and President 
Martha's Village and Kitchen 
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Who Do You Know? Use this Memory Jogger to find out! 

The most successful fundraisers are those who aren’t afraid to ask their friends and family for support—

they will want to help you because this cause matters to you! Filling out this worksheet will help jog your 

memory. 

Make a Phone Call to: 

1. Parents ____________________________ 

2. Sisters ____________________________ 

3. Sisters-in-law _______________________ 

4. Brothers ___________________________ 

5. Brothers-in-law______________________ 

6. Aunts/Uncles _______________________ 

7. Cousins ____________________________ 

8. Children ___________________________ 

9. Nieces/Nephews ____________________ 

10. Grandparents ______________________ 

 

Other you might call or email: 

21. College friend’s_____________________ 

22. Fraternity friend’s ___________________ 

23. High school friend’s_________________ 

24. Facebook friend’s __________________ 

25. Children’s friend’s __________________ 

26. Children’s teachers_________________ 

27. Neighbors ________________________ 

28. Parents’ friends____________________ 

29. Former Co-workers_________________ 

30. Coach(es) ________________________ 

Send an email to: 

11. Accountant ________________________ 

12. Attorney __________________________ 

13. Babysitter _________________________ 

14. Dentist____________________________ 

15. Chiropractor _______________________ 

16. Landlord/Manager __________________ 

17. Real estate agent ___________________ 

18. Physical therapist __________________ 

19. Physician _________________________ 

20. Wedding planner ___________________ 

 

Maybe you know people from: 

31. Work ____________________________ 

32. Bowling League ____________________ 

33. Gym or Yoga ______________________ 

34. Childcare _________________________ 

35. Place of Worship___________________ 

36. Coffee house ______________________ 

37. Neighborhood Café ________________ 

38. Camp ____________________________ 

39. Golf Course _______________________ 

40. Favorite Restaurant ________________ 

41. Don’t forget you can make a personal donation! 



How to write a fundraising letter – 

Now that you’ve set up your personal fundraising page, it is time to get fundraising! There is still power 

in the written word, so here are a few hints to help you get started. 

1. Create a list of EVERYONE you know using our Memory Jogger. Don’t say "no" for anyone by 

assuming that they can’t or won’t support. Give them a call, send them an email, send them a 

letter and let them decide! Do not hesitate to include casual acquaintances, as they will 

understand that you are seeking donations for a worthy cause. 

2. Ask. Always include a call to action. Don’t just let them know what you are doing, ASK for their 

help! Include your personal fundraising goal in the text, and suggest giving levels. Do not 

diminish your request by being apologetic or by saying something similar to "I hope you can 

donate something". 

3. Make it personal. If mailing, write the address by hand and hand sign each letter. For emails, 

don’t send a mass email with everyone’s address showing. It may take more time, but sending 

individual emails will make potential donors feel special. Write a short personal note to those 

you don’t see regularly, i.e., "Sandra, I hope this finds you doing well!" 

4. Put your HEART into it. Let them know why you’re fundraising. This cause is important to you—

share why. Don't include too many facts and figures; instead include your personal story of 

why you have taken on this task. Someone will donate to you because they know you, and 

want to support your efforts. 

5. Make it easy to donate. Include your personal fundraising page and encourage online donations. 

If mailing, include a return envelope for them to send their donation to you. Label the envelopes 

with your address. It’s also nice to include a stamp on the return envelope. If they will be 

attending an event, instruct them to bring a check payable to Martha’s Village and Kitchen. 

6. Set a deadline. People are always motivated by deadlines. We recommend that you set a 

deadline earlier than the event date. This way you can assess your fundraising and revise your 

plan if needed before the actual deadline. 

7. Send reminders. Keep a list of those who send in donations. Send a reminder to those what have 

not yet donated. Be sure to include fundraising updates in your reminder. Let them know that 

fundraising is going well, but you still have a bit farther to go. Sometimes, reminder letters are 

more successful than original letters for bringing in the money. 

8. Send a "thank you" card. "Thanks" is a powerful word. It is nice to receive a note acknowledging 

the importance of a donation, no matter the amount. Staying in communication develops a 

rapport that will have many added benefits, from closer bonds of friendship to continued 

support for future efforts.  If you can’t send a card, send an email at the very least! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Sample Fundraising Letter: 

 

Friends and Family -  

I will be participating in the Martha’s Village and Kitchen’s 11th Annual Thanksgiving Day 5K on 

Thursday, November 23rd on El Paseo in Palm Desert, CA.  The purpose of the 5K is to help Martha’s 

Village and Kitchen raise awareness about poverty, the working poor, and homelessness.  The 

money raised by the 5K will support the free programs and services that Martha’s offers to those in 

need in Riverside County. 

Many of us never believe that hard times will fall upon us or our families.  We never expect to 

experience hunger, lose our jobs, fight addiction, or face costly medical issues. We never believe that 

it can happen to us, but it can and does to many families who are just trying to get by.  No matter 

the circumstance, Martha’s has programs and services dedicated to successfully help those in need 

and to transition struggling families and individuals back into society. They do not simply offer 

handouts, they provide the tools for those in need to become self-sufficient. 

Please help me support Martha’s Village and Kitchen and those affected by hunger and 

homelessness by joining and donating to my fundraising campaign at: 

<Link to your fundraising page> 

All donations are tax deductible! 

You can also help to make a difference and have some fun by joining me on race day!  You can 

register here: 

 www.MarthasVillage.org/5K   

Thank you in advance for your generosity and help. I greatly appreciate it and hope to see you on 

November 23, 2017.   

 

[YOUR NAME] 

 

http://www.marthasvillage.org/5K


Social Media: 

Social media has become one of the most powerful informational and sharing tool in today’s world. 

Please use it to help you succeed in your fundraising efforts! Here are some sample messages you can 

post to Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Snap Chat or LinkedIn.  

Message 1—After Registration: 

I just registered for the 11th Annual Thanksgiving Day 5K Benefiting Martha’s Village and Kitchen. I hope 

you’ll join me at the race or make a donation to support this worthy cause. I walk/run because <insert 

your reason for walking>, and I’m asking for your support. Visit my webpage to learn more <insert 

hyperlink to your personal page here>. 

Message 2—Throughout Campaign: 

Did you know that homelessness can happen to anyone and right now over 2,500 individuals and 

families are dealing with it in the Riverside County? I’m raising funds to help change lives! Visit my 

webpage <insert hyperlink to your personal page here> to learn more and support my efforts! 

Message 3—Throughout Campaign:  

I’m steadily getting closer to my goal, and only need <$> more to reach it! Will you help me? Visit my 

page and make your donation today <insert hyperlink here>.  

Message 4—Two Weeks Before 5K: 

It’s only two weeks before this year’s 11th Annual Thanksgiving Day 5K benefiting Martha’s Village and 

Kitchen! I’m so excited to participate and make a difference in the lives of those who live with hunger 

and homelessness. <Share your personal reason for walking here>. Please support my efforts and visit 

my personal webpage to learn more! <insert hyperlink here>. 

Message 5—One Week Before 5K 

Only one week to go until the Thanksgiving Day 5K benefiting Martha’s Village and Kitchen!  I am raising 

funds to help those in need.  Will you please help?  You can support me here:  <insert link to your 

fundraising page here> 

Message 6—Two Days Before 5K 

I am so excited for the upcoming Thanksgiving Day 5K benefiting MVK!  So far, I have raised <$>.  I just 

need <$> to go to reach my goal!  Find out more and support me here:  <Insert link to your fundraising 

page here> 

Message 7—Day Before 5K 

Tomorrow is the big day!  The hours are winding down, and I still need <$> to achieve my fundraising 

goal for this very worthwhile cause!  Please support me here:  <Insert link to your fundraising page 

here> 

 

 



Message 8—After Walk  

Thank you so much to everyone who supported my efforts to raise money for Martha’s Village and 

Kitchen. The 5K was this past Thursday, and I had an amazing time! I was able to raise <$> and be a part 

of thousands of racers/walkers who raised a much needed funds to help those in need. Thank you for 

your help and check out my page if you want to learn more about Martha’s Village and Kitchen. <Insert 

hyperlink here>. 

Key points to remember when utilizing Social Media: 

 Always include a link to your personal fundraising page. 

 Don’t be afraid to post frequently. Messages disappear from people’s Timelines very quickly!  

Make your posts regular and frequent. 

 Have fun with your posts! 

 Try to include pictures. 

 Publicly thank your donors: “Thanks to Lisa Smith for her donation! Your support is so 

appreciated!” 

 Use Hashtags:  #RunPalmDesert  #MVK5K  #GobbleGobble 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Make a Plan: 

Set a fundraising goal and then create a plan to help get you there. Here are a few suggestions: 

Raise $250 

 Ask 5 relatives for $25      $125 

 Ask 5 friends for $10 each     $50 

 Ask 5 co-workers or neighbors for $10 each   $50 

 Sponsor yourself!      $25 

Total:    $250 

Raise $500 

Email Campaign:  

Recruit 5 supporters or team members who will commit to sending out 25 emails asking for a donation 

of $25. Even with a return rate of 25% you will raise more than $100 per team member.   

         Total:    $500   

One last great idea: 

 Include a link to your webpage in your email signature:  I’m participating in this year’s 11th Annual 

Thanksgiving Day 5K Benefiting Martha’s Village and Kitchen. Visit my page to learn more and support 

my efforts <insert your hyperlink here>. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Frequently asked questions: 

What is the 11th Annual Thanksgiving Day 5k Run/Walk?  

The 11th Annual Thanksgiving Day 5K benefiting Martha’s Village and Kitchen is a community and family-

oriented, run/walk in Palm Desert, CA. The goal of the 5K is to raise awareness about Martha’s Village, 

while also providing funds to support our mission to end hunger and homelessness in the Coachella 

Valley. Over 4,000 people attend the event, which includes participates, spectators, and volunteers.  

When is the Walk?  

The 11th Annual Thanksgiving Day 5K is on Thursday, November 23, 2017, on the corner of El Paseo and 

San Pablo in Palm Desert. 

Where can I mail a donation?  

Donations can be sent to Martha’s Village and Kitchen 83791 Date Avenue, CA 92201. Please make all 

checks payable to: "Martha’s Village and Kitchen". Also, please fill out the attached form on the last 

page of this packet. 

How are funds raised from the 5K used?  

Funds raised stay in the Coachella Valley to help our local neighbors in need with food, clothing, and 

shelter. In addition, it will help keep all of our programs and services free to the Coachella Valley. 

Is there a minimum amount participants must raise in order to walk?  

Martha’s Village and Kitchen does not require individuals to raise a minimum amount to participate in 

the 5K. We ask individuals to register for the walk ($40 for adults $32 for children 12 and under) and set 

a goal to raise additional funds from friends and family.  

How do I make a donation online? 

Please visit our website at www.marthasvillage.org and click on the “donate now” icon. 

Are there key facts I should know?  

Yes! 

 Martha’s Village and Kitchen served over a quarter of a million meals last year. 

 Over 2,500 children, women and men are homeless on any given night in Riverside County. 

 We provided services for over 6,100 neighbors in need last year. 

 90% of our residential clients exit our program successfully. 

 

Don’t forget to visit www.MarthasVillage.org for the most up to date information and resources. 

 

 

http://www.marthasvillage.org/


For use for in person or mail in donations. 

 
YES! Count Me In To Support Martha’s Village and Kitchen’s Thanksgiving 

Day 5K Participant 

 

____________________________________ 
 

Name of Participant 
 

  

DONOR INFORMATION (please write clearly): 

 

Donor Name: ___________________________________________________ 
 

Address: 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

City: ______________________________State/Province: ________ Zip: ____ 
 
Email: _______________________________Phone: ___________________ 
 
 

CONTRIBUTION LEVEL: 

❑ $1,000  ❑ $500  ❑ $250 

  ❑ $100  ❑ $50  ❑ ________Other 
 
 

 

PAYMENT TYPE:  Check_______ Credit Card________ 
 

Check: Payable to – Martha’s Village and Kitchen 
On Memo line, please write – Martha’s Village and Kitchen/Name of Participant 

 

 

Credit Card:   ❑VISA   ❑MasterCard   ❑AMEX  
 
 

  

Card#:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Exp.: ___________________________  Code on the back: ________________ 
 
 
 

Signature:_________________________________________________________ 
 

All donations are tax deductible. Please keep a copy for your records.  
To contact Martha’s Village and Kitchen, please call 760-347-4741.  


