
Registration Form

Online registration for the field school is available until May 29, do not mail registration forms after May 19. After this date, please call us at 785-272-8681, ext. 267 to arrange your registration. Fees will be refunded only if a cancellation request is postmarked by May 29. If you have access to a computer and internet, please register online through the link found at www.kshs.org/katp. 

Registration for dates you sign up for are not guaranteed. Spots are limited and filled on a first come first serve basis. If you have questions about availability please contact us at kshs.katp@ks.gov or 785-272-8681, ext. 267

Membership in the Kansas Anthropological Association (KAA) and/or the Kansas Historical Foundation (KHF) allows you to register for a fee of $35 for standard participants, $25 for participants 65 or older, $15 for all students currently enrolled at a middle school, high school, or college. If you do not wish to join the KAA or KHF, the project fee is $90 per person.

An individual under 18 years of age unaccompanied by parent or guardian must be a member and have an adult member sponsor. A sponsor agreement must be completed, notarized, and included with this form.

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address: __________________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________   State: ______________   Zip Code: ________
Telephone: (_____) _____-______   E-mail address:  _________________________________
Please circle the best way(s) to contact you about field school updates: Email	Call	Text
Will you be attending with other family members? If yes, please list.
Name					Relationship			         Age (if under 18 years old)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Emergency contact person: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________Telephone: (____) ____-_____
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Office Use Only
Date received	___/___/___			|_| complete	|_| incomplete
Amount paid	$___ ___ ___. ___ ___		|_| check	|_| credit

Attendance Agreement (required for registration)

Individually and on behalf of any family members and sponsored minors attending the 2026 Kansas Archeology Training Program (KATP) with me, I hereby pledge and agree:

To respect the rights of other participants, keep the camping area clean, and avoid disturbing other campers. To abide by the rules and codes of conduct of the KATP, to obey the instructions of the directors and other officials of the KATP, and to perform such archeological work and camp chores assigned to me/us by project officials. To care for and turn in all equipment, records, and supplies that do not belong to me/us; to collect and excavate archeological materials only when and where instructed by project officials; to keep records and controls on all archeological work; and to turn in all artifacts. To abide by the terms and conditions of all Kansas laws applicable to archeology and historic preservation.

I understand that excessively rude behavior, intoxication, and sexual harassment will not be tolerated at KATP-sponsored activities. KSHS staff reserves the right to ask people exhibiting behavior of this type to leave the field school.

I HAVE READ THE ABOVE AND AGREE TO ALL ITEMS:

Signature ____________________________________________________________________
Print name ___________________________________________________________________
Date _________________________


**************************************************************

Legal Release (required for registration)

I hereby release the Kansas Historical Society, the Kansas Anthropological Association, and the property owners from any and all liability for the safety and well-being of me or members of my family while attending the 2026 Kansas Archeology Training Program field school. I/We will respect the rights and property of landowners and will not damage or destroy public or private property.

I approve the use by KAA and KSHS of any photographs of me or members of my family taken by the official photographers during scheduled activities for use in publications or publicity and promotional projects.

I HAVE READ THE ABOVE AND AGREE TO ALL ITEMS:

Signature ____________________________________________________________________
Print name ___________________________________________________________________
Date _________________________


KAA Code of Ethics (required for registration)

1. The archeological record is irreplaceable. It is the responsibility of all archeologists, amateur and professional, to work for long-term conservation and protection of the archeological record and to promote responsible stewardship of archeological resources. Methods of investigation should be chosen that result in minimum damage to the archeological record. 

2. The buying and selling of objects out of archeological context contributes to the destruction of the archeological record. The buying, selling, and trading of archeological materials for personal enjoyment or profit undermines the objective of preservation of information essential to understanding the archeological record; therefore, the KAA does not condone such activities.

3. It is the purpose of the KAA to enlist public support for the stewardship of the archeological record through outreach and education.  This includes the explanation and use of proper archeological methods and techniques.

4.Because many archeological investigations are by nature destructive, the KAA strives to ensure that all who participate have adequate supervision, training, experience, facilities, and support to conduct any program of research.

5. A member shall not undertake archeological work for which he or she is not adequately qualified. Specifically, archeological excavation should not be conducted without the direct supervision of an archeologist with at least a Master’s degree in Archeology, Anthropology, or a related field, who has previous experience supervising excavations.

6. Archeological investigations should be adequately documented. A report should be written for archeological investigations that produce archeological data. Members should work actively for the preservation of archeological collections, records, and reports.

I HAVE READ THE ABOVE AND AGREE TO ALL ITEMS:

Signature ____________________________________________________________________
Print name ___________________________________________________________________
Date _________________________


Friend of Kansas History Membership Program

Information:
Kansas State Historical Society, Inc. (Kansas Historical Foundation) is a nonprofit membership organization dedicated to the preservation, education, and study of our state’s unique history, through the work of the Kansas Historical Society, a state agency. 

To celebrate the reopening of the Kansas Museum of History in Topeka, KS, we are excited to launch the Museum for All membership initiative. This initiative invites visitors from Kansas and around the world to explore the newly renovated galleries and state historic sites free of charge. 

Sign up to become part of our Friends of Kansas History. Annual memberships not only support the launch of our Museum for All initiative, but also include year-round benefits for members. A 20% discount is available on all membership levels for students, teachers, librarians, and State of Kansas Employees with a valid student or employment ID.

Membership Levels:

[image: Table
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Friends of Kansas History Membership Program

Registration Form:
Name:___________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________
Email:_______________________________________Phone:______________________

Please circle your desired level of membership:
· Friend ($60)
· Ambassador ($250)
· Patron ($500)
· Builder ($1000)

Checks payable to the Kansas Historical Society or pay by credit card, using the form included in this packet.

KAA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL

□	I am a current member (skip this form) (Membership each year runs from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31)

Membership in the Kansas Anthropological Association is open to all upon application. Each year the KAA publishes four issues of the Newsletter and one journal, The Kansas Anthropologist. Annual events include an annual meeting in the spring and the Kansas Archeology Training Program field school.

I am enclosing: $ __________ for my annual (January-December) dues in the Kansas Anthropological Association.

Name:  ______________________________________________   Phone: (____) ____-_____

Address: _______________________________________________________________________

City:  ________________________________   State: _______  	   Zip Code:  _______ - ____

Check the type of membership desired:

_____   Individual $27					_____   Student (no publications) $5	
_____   Family (spouses and children under 18) $30 	_____ Contributing Membership $40

KAA Name Tag:
_____ Name Tag $10

Name you would like on the name tag if it is different then as it appears in registration: ______________
__________________________________________________________________________________


Checks are payable to the Kansas Historical Society, or pay by credit card, using the form included in this packet.

Fee Calculation

All fees (project fees, membership fees to Kansas Historical Society and/or KAA should be combined into ONE payment by credit card or check, payable to the Kansas Historical Society. To pay online go to www.kshs.org/katp and follow the link to our online registration. Complete your entire registration online instead of using this form.


Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Membership fees (determined above):
Kansas Anthropological Association 		             			            $__________
Friends of Kansas History Membership 		             			            $__________


Project Fees (please indicate number of people for each fee):
[bookmark: Check2]Member of |_|KAA and/or |_|KHF (check either or both)
Standard Participant:						             $35 x ______ = $_________
65 or Older Participant:			                                                    $25 x ______ = $_________	
Student Participant (middle, high, or college):                       		$15 x ______= $__________
Non-member:         			   			             $90 x ______ = $_________

 		        	 Total:  $__________	 

**************************************************************

Credit Card Form

Complete this form and send it with your completed registration forms. The appropriate fee will be charged upon receipt of this form. Skip this form if you are paying by check. Do not transmit credit card information by e-mail. If you have access to a computer/internet, please register online through the Registration Link at www.kshs.org/katp. 

Type of credit card	|_| Visa	  |_| Mastercard  |_|Discover

Name as it appears on credit card  ________________________________________________________  

Telephone number ____________________________________________________________________
 
Credit card number ______________________________ Card expiration date ____________________

Authorized signature ___________________________________________________________________

Billing address of card holder ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Amount to be charged _________________






Scheduling Form

Staff need the following information to develop a detailed schedule of assignments. All new participants must attend Orientation and the Principles of Archeology classes, returning participants must attend Orientation (last offered on June 13 from 8 am to 12 pm). The Principles of Archeology and Orientation class is required of all NEW participants. Specify on the chart below the sessions you plan to take part in (do not enroll in the formal classes unless you can attend all sessions). During the field school schedule changes should be made with the identified KSHS Staff or Volunteer staff at the old Ruppenthal Middle School building at 400 North Elm Street, Russell, KS 67665, or the records team in the field. Check-in times for the field are 8 AM and 1 PM. If you are late, your place may be reassigned. Children between the ages of 12 and 14 must always work with a parent or sponsoring adult. 

Complete one schedule form and answer the information below for each participant.

 |_|Check here if first-time participant.

Name: _____________________________________________ Age (if under 18 years old): _____
Address: _____________________________________City, State, Zip: ______________________
Telephone number: (____) ____-_____  E-mail address: __________________________________
Circle: How should we contact you about field school updates?
Email		Call		Text
Circle: Do you have an allergy that requires you to carry an EpiPen*? 	Yes 	or 	No
*If you have an allergy, we encourage you to bring your EpiPen and let staff know where you keep it in case of an emergency.
Would you like to be placed with or near a specific individual? If yes, who? ___________________
How did you find out about this program? __________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Circle: How many years have you participated in the KATP field school?
0	<5 years	5-9 years	10-14 years	15+ years
Have you had any other experience in archeology, if so explain:____________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please be aware when signing up to participate in field work that…
-Field work is often labor-intensive.
-Natural shade will be limited this year.
-We will be working in remote locations.
Schedule and Interests
Circle All Field Interests:

Survey		Mapping	Photography	Excavation	Screening	Record-Keeping

Metal Detection	N/A

Circle All Lab Interests: 

Photography	Sorting		Cleaning	Cataloging	N/A

Topics (circle all that you are interested in):

Precontact History	Historic Farmsteads	WWII History	Military History	Petroglyphs

Historic Sites		All Topics 

Please Compete the Schedule Form below:
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2026 KANSAS ARCHEOLOGY TRAINING PROGRAM FIELD SCHOOL








On the day you register for orientation and principles, if you are new you may only sign up for an afternoon session in the lab or field that day. If you are returning you may sign up for an morning session on the day you take orientation.

First-time participants are not allowed in the field on June 4, 2026. 


Classes Offered
Basic Laboratory Techniques: 
Dates: June 8th and 9th 

Time: 8 am to 5 pm each day

Location: Old Ruppenthal Middle School building at 400 North Elm Street, Russell, KS 67665
Instructor: Dr. Steven Keehner
This class will combine lecture and hands-on experience to teach the basic procedures for processing archeological specimens. Cleaning and sorting artifacts, preserving fragile materials, labeling specimens, preparing a descriptive catalog, and determining proper collections storage and maintenance will be covered. This class fulfills one requirement for the Advanced Archeological Laboratory Technician category of the KAA Certification Program. Class size is limited to 15.

National Register Team Class: 
Dates: June 10th 

Time: 8 am to 5 pm

Location: Old Ruppenthal Middle School building at 400 North Elm Street, Russell, KS 67665
Instructor: Kansas Historical Society National Register Team
This class will combine lecture and hands-on experience to teach the basic procedures for assessing sites eligibility for the State and National Register. 

Archeological Site Survey and Mapping:
Dates: June 11th and 12th

Time: 8 am to 5 pm each day

Location: Old Ruppenthal Middle School building at 400 North Elm Street, Russell, KS 67665

Instructor: Wesley Gibson and Dr. Tim Weston

Description: The class comprises both preliminary classroom work and field work. Classroom work includes an introduction to reading and understanding topographic quadrangle maps, a discussion of high and low-probability areas on a landscape, and an in-depth discussion on completing a Kansas Archeological Site Record. During the classroom time we will also review several digital tools that can help you with your site recordation efforts which include both resources that can be used on desktop computers and mobile devices. Skills learned in the classroom will assist you when conducting pedestrian and shovel testing surveys and site recordation in the field. Site recordation includes determining the site's location in space, describing the site and any associated features and artifacts, and photographing the site and features. The goal of the class is to prepare students to conduct safe and ethical surveys and high-quality site records for submission to the Kansas State Historical Society.





Roles

Fieldwork
· Be prepared to be outside for field work, recommended equipment and materials to prepare for this are listed on page 11. 
Location: The exact location will be provided at Orientation and Principles.
Operation: 8 am to 5 pm daily, with lunch from 12 pm to 1 pm. 
· June 6: Field work will begin after Orientation and Principles; new participants cannot be in the field this day.
· June 14: Will begin to close out units, no new participants will be allowed to start.
· June 15: Site clean-up will begin, including backfilling units, no new participants will be allowed to start.
Stations:
· Survey
· Conduct shovel test pits or pedestrian surveys to learn more about the site following SHPO guidelines, which are listed here: (https://www.kansashistory.gov/preserve/archeology/pdfs/shpo_guide_updated(1).pdf)
· Shovel Test pits:
· Small holes that are dug according to the SHPO guidelines.
· Screening excavated soil for artifacts.
· Recording information about the soil, vegetation present, artifacts recovered, and any noticeable changes.
· Pedestrian Survey:
· Walking over the land, looking for surface artifacts.
· Follow the SHPO guidelines regarding pedestrian surveying. 
· Flagging any artifacts found.
· Mapping
· Record material and information on a map, including but not limited to:
· Site Boundaries,
· Vegetation,
· Artifacts,
· Features or structures,
· Unit locations.
· Photography
· Take pictures as designated by the Principal Investigator or Site Supervisor of units or any additional requested images.
· Take images of participants.
· Record photographs taken in a log.
· Excavation
· Excavate in designated arbitrary levels, typically 10 cm at a time
· Record information on required forms and bags, including:
· Artifacts found,
· Features found,
· Unit information.
· Take piece plots, which record the exact location of recovered material when required.
· Screening
· All dirt removed during the field process will be screened through ¼” screens.
· The goal is to sort through all removed dirt to look for any missed artifacts during the excavation or survey process.
· Record and collect material recovered.
· Record Keeping
· Distribute all required forms and bags.
· Receive all finished forms and bags.
· Metal detection
· Guidelines on metal detecting will provided to individuals who will participate in metal detection.
[bookmark: _Hlk498518828]
Archeology Lab
· [bookmark: _Hlk498510257]The lab is an excellent way for beginners to get hands-on experience with varying artifacts recovered during an archeological excavation. 
· Parents or other sponsors should keep in mind that the number of laboratory tasks suitable for young children is limited; therefore, the number of children who can participate in the lab at any one time may be restricted.
· It is important throughout the lab process that the associated record information stays with the recovered materials.
Location: Old Ruppenthal Middle School building at 400 North Elm Street, Russell, KS 67665
Operation: 8 am to 5 pm daily, with lunch from 12 pm to 1 pm.
· [bookmark: _Hlk536705977]June 4: Lab work will begin after Orientation; all new participants will be in the lab. 
· June 14: Cease washing new artifacts, other cleaning and cataloging will continue.
· June 15: Participants are needed to help clean the lab and load up materials.
Stations: 
· Photography
· Taking working photos of material on trays.
· This allows for the possibility of reassociating material to proveniences in cases when the material gets lost from its original origin/association.
· Taking any additional requested images.
· Sorting
· After the artifacts are cleaned, they need to be sorted into categories.
· Examples include nails, ceramics, glass, plastic, bricks, etc.
· Cleaning
· Cleaning the artifacts recovered during excavation
· Based on the material of the artifacts, different cleaning methods are used.
· Cataloging
· Research each artifact to determine/identify what it is.
· Record all associated information about the artifact in a catalog form.
· Place the artifact and all associated information together in a bag.




Registration Check List

This check list is a guide; it does not need to be submitted with the registration forms. Please use the forms in this part of the packet to register by May 19, 2026. (Note: The Kansas Historical Society will no longer take paper registrations after this date). If you fill out these forms by hand, please make sure that the writing is legible, and return them by mail. 

Each participant must 
· Fill out a Registration Form.
· Sign and date the Attendance Agreement.
· Sign and date the Legal Release.
· Sign and date the KAA Ethics Agreement
· Fill out a Scheduling Form for each individual.

If you will be accompanied by one or more minor(s), who are not your own kids, you must:
· Fill out a Sponsor Agreement and Medical Release for each minor and have each form notarized by a Notary Public.
The minor’s parent or legal guardian must fill out the top part of the form. The unrelated sponsor (not the minor’s legal guardian) must fill out the bottom half of the form. This form does not apply to parents who are accompanying their own children to the project.

Membership in the KAA is not mandatory. If you want to join:
· Fill out the membership form in this packet.

Final steps:
· Calculate your fees. (See the Fee Calculation section on third page of this packet.)

· Write the check or pay by credit card. All fees (project fees, membership fees to the KAA, KAA name badge purchase) should be combined into ONE payment by credit card or check, payable to the Kansas Historical Society.

· Mail forms and fees to:
Kansas Archeology Training Program
Kansas Historical Society
6425 SW 6th Ave
Topeka, Kansas 66615-1099
E-mail: kshs.katp@ks.gov		

When you first arrive at KATP, you will be required to check in at project headquarters before you can participate in your first activity. Please arrive at the Old Ruppenthal Middle School building at 400 North Elm Street, Russell, KS 67665, between 7:30 and 8:00 am on your first day.

Questions about registration, contact us at: 785-272-8681, extension 267, or send an e-mail message to kshs.katp@ks.gov. 

Note: If there are questions or serious communications for the project’s archeological staff after June 2, call the project cell phone at 785-580-7584 only during the hours of 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Be aware that cell phone service in the area is limited. Voice mail messages will be returned. This is not an emergency number; participants are responsible for providing family and friends with contact information for themselves during the field school.
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