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Greetings! 

We are excited you have chosen to invest in your writing career by attending our 2017 CLASS Writers Contreat. This letter includes essential information you will find helpful as you prepare. We suggest you read it carefully, print it, and refer to it as you make your plans. We are expecting wonderful things during this exciting adventure. 

WHAT IS A CONTREAT?
It is always good to learn a new word, isn’t it? Even better to coin one yourself! The contreat is a conference/retreat for writers. There will be a limited amount of teaching and lots of directed application allowing you to immediately use what you learn. There will be free writing time for you to focus on your work-in-progress or flesh out a new idea. This is the best of both worlds – learning while you move ahead with your writing skills. 

LOCATION 
The 2017 Writers Contreat will be held at the Sheraton Albuquerque Uptown. The Sheraton is located at 2600 Louisiana Blvd. NE , Albuquerque, NM   87110. The phone number is 505 881-0000.

CHECK-IN 
Contreat registration begins at 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday afternoon. The location of early registration is still to be determined. You will find signs at the hotel registration desk to provide the location.

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 
If you are traveling by air, you will fly into the Albuquerque Sunport (ABQ). 

LODGING
We have arranged for a block of rooms at the Sheraton. We have arranged special rates for Contreat participants. To make reservations call 800 252-7772 and be sure to ask for the CLASSEMINAR rate. It is wise to contact the hotel as soon as possible because rooms book quickly. Room rates are available three days prior and three days following the event. It is a great benefit to CLASSEMINARS for you to utilize our room block at the Sheraton. By doing so it allows us to keep our registration costs at a more reasonable rate. We ask that when you make your lodging plans you prayerfully consider helping us in this way.

SHUTTLE SERVICE
The Sheraton provides complimentary shuttle service from the airport to the hotel. Once you have collected your luggage from baggage claim, you can call the hotel, 505 881-0000 and ask for the shuttle. 






MEALS 
Lunches on Thursday and Friday are included in your contreat registration. On Saturday we will celebrate the close of the contreat with a delicious banquet. All other meals are on your own.

The Sheraton has a full-service restaurant located just off the lobby.  They have a wide selection of both New Mexican and American menu items. The Lobby Bar serves a full menu as well. There is a Starbucks in the lobby that serves breakfast and lunch items.  In addition, there are many excellent eating establishments within walking distance of the hotel. The hotel shuttle is available to take guests to surrounding restaurants within a two-mile radius

SATURDAY BANQUET
Saturday night we will gather for our closing banquet. The banquet is included in the cost of your registration. If you are traveling with friends or family and wish them to attend this event, additional tickets may be purchased for $40.  Please advise if you have dietary restrictions.

ATTIRE 
The weather in New Mexico in November can be varied. We suggest that you visit a weather website such as www.weather.com and search zip 87110 to aid you in appropriate packing. Dress at the conference is considered casual so feel comfortable wearing jeans or cords. If you wish to leave the hotel in the evenings, we suggest you plan on bringing a light jacket. 

WHAT TO BRING 
Bring your Bible, notebook and pens, copies of any work in progress you want to share, business cards, and anything else you may need while at the conference. If you have a laptop computer, it’s wise to bring it as well. Just remember to bring your power cord or extension cord as well. 

FIRST PAGES
“First Pages,” is an opportunity for you to have the first page of your manuscript read anonymously and discussed in a forum setting. Our panel of professionals will answer this question, “Would I keep reading or would I reject this (and why)?” This optional program will take place on Thursday evening and must be scheduled in advance. 

MANUSCRIPT CRITIQUES
On-site manuscript critiques will be available at the conference as time permits. Bring your manuscript with you. Forms will be available when you arrive. Please review the guidelines on the website and follow the guidelines exactly. On-site critiques are $50. You will be paired with a critiquer who has the expertise you need to advise and inspire you. You will also receive a private appointment with your critiquer.



MENTORING MEETINGS
Everyone who is registered for the conference can request one mentoring meeting in advance. These meetings are designed to share your writing goals with a seasoned writer and together brainstorm a plan to meet those goals. Mentoring meetings must be scheduled prior to your arrival at the contreat. If you have not scheduled your meeting, you can do so by e-mailing classecontreat@gmail.com.  Additional meetings may be scheduled on-site. It is our experience that you will have ample opportunity to meet with many of the faculty. 

ON-SITE RESOURCES 
We will have a selection of the faculty's books available during the contreat, as well as other books and supplies to enhance your speaking and writing career. Additionally, you may feature your own books in the bookstore. If you wish to sell your books at our bookstore, contact classeminars@gmail.com and request a consignment form. A 20% consignment fee will be taken from all sales. Consignment forms will also be available at registration. If you are mailing books, please send them to: 
Gerry Wakeland
CLASSEMINARS, Inc.
Post Office Box 36551
Albuquerque, NM   87176

Your books must be labeled: FOR WRITERS CONREAT

SOUTHWEST CHRISTIAN BOOKFAIR
CLASSEMINARS is excited to introduce the 2017 SOUTHWEST CHRISTIAN BOOKFAIR which will be held on Saturday, November 11th during the final day of the contreat. This event will be open to the public and we expect an exciting response. All registered contreat participants will be guaranteed vendor space at the bookfair at no additional cost. This is a benefit of your registration. The event will be open from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. on Saturday afternoon. There is a list of bookfair guidelines available online If you choose not to participate in the bookfair there will be workshops available to contreat participants. 

CANCELLATION POLICY 
Cancellations must be received in writing 30 days in advance. Written cancellations received before the 30-day deadline will be promptly refunded, less a nontransferable $100. Cancellations received after the 30 days will be eligible for transfer to another CLASSEMINAR event but will be subject to a $50 transfer fee. Cancellations received within 72 hours of the event are nonrefundable and nontransferable. 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 
The elevation of Albuquerque ranges from 4900 feet to 6800 feet. At this altitude, it is imperative that you drink plenty of water. If you are used to a lower altitude, water will help counteract the effects of altitude sickness. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]We are looking forward to seeing you at the CLASS Writers Contreat. Please continue to pray for the event and for each other. There is still room for more so if you have friends who have been thinking about coming, we’d love to have them. It is going to be a fantastic opportunity to learn and grow together.  Be sure to come well rested. Please feel free to call us at 702/882-0638 with your questions. 

Blessings on your preparation and prayerparation!    



Gerry Wakeland
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