1. NOMINATIONS ARE BEING SOLICITED FOR THE FLIGHT SURGEON OF THE YEAR, RESERVE FLIGHT SURGEON OF THE YEAR, SONNY CARTER MEMORIAL AWARD, AEROSPACE MEDICAL TECHNICIAN OF THE YEAR, AND SEARCH AND RESCUE MEDICAL TECHNICIAN OF THE YEAR AWARD. AWARDS FROM THE OPERATIONAL AEROMEDICAL COMMUNITY FOR THE PERIODS: FLIGHT SURGEON OF THE YEAR AWARD AND RESERVE FLIGHT SURGEON OF THE YEAR AWARD, JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2025; AEROSPACE MEDICAL TECHNICIAN OF THE YEAR AND SEARCH AND RESCUE MEDICAL TECHNICIAN OF THE YEAR AWARDS OCTOBER 2024 TO OCTOBER 2025; SONNY CARTER MEMORIAL AWARD APRIL 2024 TO APRIL 2025.
2. THE LUEHRS AWARD FOR OPERATIONAL FLIGHT SURGEON OF THE YEAR, THE JACKSON AWARD FOR THE OUTSTANDING RESERVE FLIGHT SURGEON OF THE YEAR, THE KOPPY - GARMESON AEROSPACE MEDICAL TECHNICIAN (AVT) OF THE YEAR, AND THE MASTER CHIEF ROB BROWN SEARCH AND RESCUE MEDICAL TECHNICIAN (SMT) OF THE YEAR AWARDS WILL BE ANNOUNCED VIA OFFICIAL NAVAL MESSAGE ON 20 FEBRUARY 2026. THE SONNY CARTER MEMORIAL AWARD FOR TEAMWORK AND PROMOTION OF AEROMEDICAL SCIENCE WILL BE PRESENTED AT THE LUNCHEON HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE AEROSPACE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION (ASMA) ANNUAL MEETING AT THE HYATT REGENCY HOTEL IN CHICAGO, IL, (05-09 MAY 2024).
3. THE CAPT RICHARD E. LUEHRS AWARD IS GIVEN ANNUALLY TO RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE IN OPERATIONAL AVIATION MEDICAL PRACTICE BY A FIRST OR SECOND TOUR NAVAL FLIGHT SURGEON IN THE RANKS OF LIEUTENANT OR LIEUTENANT COMMANDER. NOMINATIONS SHOULD BE BASED ON OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE DURING CALENDAR YEAR 2025. PROFESSIONAL QUALITIES SUCH AS INITIATIVE, RESOURCEFULNESS, LEADERSHIP, DEDICATION, INDUSTRY, AND MILITARY BEARING SHOULD BE EVIDENT. CONTRIBUTION TO THE OVERALL MISSION OF NAVAL AVIATION AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS SHOULD BE ELABORATED. THE NOMINEE SHOULD STAND OUT AS A ROLE MODEL FOR THE NAVAL OFFICER AND THE NAVAL FLIGHT SURGEON. NOMINATIONS SUBMISSION FORMAT:
A. NAME AND RANK
B. COMMAND TO WHICH ASSIGNED (INCLUDING ADDU ASSIGNMENTS)
C. DATE REPORTED
D. PROJECTED ROTATION DATE
E. NEXT ANTICIPATED ASSIGNMENT
F. NARRATIVE IN SUPPORT OF OUTSTANDING OPERATIONAL ACTIVITY AS A FLIGHT
SURGEON
(SIMILAR TO A NAVY COMMENDATION MEDAL)
G. ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION IN WORD OR PDF FORMAT ARE ENCOURAGED. OPERATIONAL UNIT NOMINATIONS SHOULD BE ROUTED NLT 01 DECEMBER 2025 TO THE FOLLOWING APPROPRIATE ACTIVITY: AIRLANT, AIRPAC, FIRST MAW, SECOND MAW, THIRD MAW, FOURTH MAW, CNAFR, AND BUMED. EACH ACTIVITY WILL SELECT THEIR INDIVIDUAL FLIGHT SURGEON OF THE YEAR NOMINEE AND FORWARD THEIR PACKAGE TO NAVAL AEROSPACE MEDICAL INSTITUTE (NAMI) NLT 16 JANUARY 2026. THE AWARDS BOARD WILL MAKE THE FINAL SELECTION FROMTHE SUBMITTED NOMINATIONS. THE SELECTED "OPERATIONAL FLIGHT SURGEON OF THE YEAR" AS WELL AS EACH NOMINEE WILL BE RECOGNIZED VIA OFFICIAL NAVAL MESSAGE ON 
20 FEBRUARY 2026. FINAL SUBMISSIONS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO OIC, NAVAL AEROSPACE MEDICAL INSTITUTE, ATTENTION: CODE 53AR, CAPT ELLIOT, 340 HULSE RD, PENSACOLA, FL32508-1092 OR JONATHAN.N.ELLIOT.MIL(AT)HEALTH.MIL AND SHALL ARRIVE NLT 16 JANUARY 2026.
4.THE CAPT BRUCE W. JACKSON RESERVE FLIGHT SURGEON OF THE YEAR MEMORIAL AWARD IS GIVEN ANNUALLY TO RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS BY A DESIGNATED NAVAL FLIGHT SURGEON TO THE PRACTICE OF AEROSPACE MEDICINE AS A MEMBER OF THE SELECT RESERVES. SPECIFIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS, INITIATIVE, RESOURCEFULNESS, DEDICATION, AND CAREER EXCELLENCE WILL BE CONSIDERED. WHILE THE NOMINEE NEED NOT BE PRESENTLY SERVING IN THE SELECTED RESERVES, THE SERVICE PERIOD REFERENCED IN THE NOMINATION MUST BE FOR SERVICE WHILE IN THE SELECTED RESERVES.
NOMINATIONS
SUBMISSION FORMAT:
A. NAME AND RANK
B. COMMAND TO WHICH ASSIGNED (INCLUDING ADDU ASSIGNMENTS)
C. DATES SERVED
D. PROJECTED ROTATION DATE
E. NEXT ANTICIPATED ASSIGNMENT
F. NARRATIVE IN SUPPORT OF NOMINATION (SIMILAR TO A NAVY COMMENDATION MEDAL)
G. ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION IN WORD OR PDF FORMAT ARE ENCOURAGED. 
EACH ACTIVITY WILL SELECT THEIR INDIVIDUAL RESERVE FLIGHT SURGEON OF THE YEAR NOMINEE AND FORWARD THEIR PACKAGE TO NAVAL AEROSPACE MEDICAL INSTITUTE (NAMI) NLT 16 JANUARY 2026. THE AWARDS BOARD WILL MAKE THE FINAL SELECTION FROM THE SUBMITTED NOMINATIONS. THE SELECTED "CAPT BRUCE W. JACKSON RESERVE FLIGHT SURGEON MEMORIAL AWARDEE" AS WELL AS EACH NOMINEE WILL BE RECOGNIZED VIA OFFICIAL NAVAL MESSAGE ON 20 FEBRUARY 2026. FINAL SUBMISSIONS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO OIC, NAVAL AEROSPACE MEDICAL INSTITUTE, ATTENTION: CODE 53AR, CAPT ELLIOT, 340 HULSE RD, PENSACOLA, FL32508 -1092 OR JONATHAN.N.ELLIOT.MIL(AT)HEALTH.MIL AND SHALL ARRIVE NLT 16 JANUARY 2026.
5. THE CORNELIUS N. "FRITZ" KOPPY-JOHN R. "RICK" GARMESON JUNIOR AEROSPACE MEDICINE TECHNICIAN (AVT) OF THE YEAR AND SENIOR AEROSPACE MEDICAL TECHNICIAN (AVT) OF THE YEAR AWARDS WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE MOST OUTSTANDING AEROSPACE MEDICAL TECHNICIANS FOR THE PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE FROM 01 OCT 2024 TO 01 OCT 2025 (PLEASE NOTE THE TWO DISTINCT AWARDS AND THEIR SEPARATE CRITERIA). ALL NAVY AEROSPACE MEDICAL TECHNICIANS IN PAYGRADES E-1 TO E-4 ARE ELIGIBLE FOR JUNIOR AVT OF THE YEAR AWARD AND ALL NAVY AEROSPACE MEDICAL TECHNICIANS IN PAYGRADES OF E-5 TO E-6 ARE ELIGIBLE FOR THE SENIOR AVT OF THE YEAR AWARD. NOMINATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY A UNIT COMMANDER WITH ENDORSEMENT BY THEIR RESPECTIVE OPERATIONAL TYCOM: AIRLANT, AIRPAC, SURFLANT, SURFPAC, FIRST MAW, SECOND MAW, THIRD MAW, FOURTH MAW, CNAF, AND CNAFR. FOR BSO -18 BILLETS PACKAGES MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THER RESPECTIVE ECHELON III COMMANDER: NMFA, NMFP, NMFSC, AND BUMED. RECOMMEND INITIAL SUBMISSION DATE OF 01 DECEMBER 2025 TO ALLOW FOR PACKAGE TO BE PROCESSED AND REACH NAMI AWARDS BOARD FOR THE FINAL DEADLINE OF 16 JANUARY 2026. IN SELECTING THE NOMINEE, GREATER CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE CONTINUED TO EXCEL IN DEMANDING ASSIGNMENTS, EXHIBITED SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE, AND DISPLAYED EXCEPTIONAL SUCCESS IN THE FIELD OF AVIATION MEDICINE. THOSE SELECTED AS RECIPIENT OF THE AWARDS, AS WELL AS EACH NOMINEE, WILL BE RECOGNIZED VIA OFFICIAL NAVAL MESSAGE ON 20 FEBRUARY 2026. SUBMISSIONS SHALL BE IN STANDARD NAVAL LETTER FORMAT FOLLOWING THE TEMPLATE IN THE LINK BELOW.
A. THE NOMINEE PACKAGE TEMPLATE, AND GRADE SHEET USED BY BOARD MEMBERS TODETERMINE SELECTION IS PROVIDED AT THE FOLLOWING LINK:
HTTPS://WWW.MED.NAVY.MIL/NAVY-MEDICINE-OPERATIONAL-TRAINING-COMMAND/NAVAL-AEROSPACE-MEDICAL-INSTITUTE/DEPARTMENT-53HN/
B. THE TYCOMS SENIOR ENLISTED LEADER SHOULD CONDUCT A PRELIMINARY BOARD TO DETERMINE THE BEST CANDIDATE FOR NOMINATION. TYCOMS ARE RESTRICTED TO ONE NOMINEE FOR THE JUNIOR AEROSPACE MEDICINE TECHNICIAN AND ONE NOMINEE FOR SENIOR AEROSPACE MEDICINE TECHNICIAN AWARD.
C. EACH NOMINEE PACKAGE SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO NAMI NLT 16 JANUARY 2026 VIA EMAIL TO FRANK.S.MARTIN.MIL(AT)HEALTH.MIL. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT HMC MARTIN AT COMMERCIAL: 850-452-2510 (DSN 459-2510) OR EMAIL FRANK.S.MARTIN@HEALTH.MIL.
6. THE MASTER CHIEF ROB BROWN SEARCH AND RESCUE MEDICAL TECHNICIAN (SMT) OF THE YEAR AWARD WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE MOST OUTSTANDING SEARCH AND RESCUE MEDICAL TECHNICIAN FOR THE PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE FROM 01 OCT 2024 TO 01 OCT 2025. ALL NAVY SEARCH AND RESCUE MEDICAL TECHNICIANS IN PAYGRADES E-3 TO E-6 ARE ELIGIBLE FOR THE SMT OF THE YEAR AWARD. NOMINATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY A UNIT COMMANDER TO THEIR RESPECTIVE OPERATIONAL TYCOM OR MARINE LOGISTICS GROUP (MLG): AIRLANT, AIRPAC, SURFLANT, SURFPAC, NAVAIR, CNAF-R, 1ST MLG, 2ND MLG, AND 3RD MLG. NOMINATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY A UNIT COMMANDER NLT 01 DECEMBER 2025 TO THE APPROPRIATE TYCOM OR MLG. TYCOMS AND MLG WILL FORWARD THEIR INDIVIDUAL NOMINEE PACKAGE TO NAVAL AEROSPACE MEDICAL INSTITUTE (NAMI) NLT 16 JANUARY 2026. SUBMISSIONS SHALL BE IN STANDARD NAVAL LETTER FORMAT FOLLOWING THE TEMPLATE IN THE LINK BELOW:
A. THE NOMINEE PACKAGE TEMPLATE AND GRADE SHEET USED BY BOARD MEMBERS TO DETERMINE SELECTION IS PROVIDED AT THE FOLLOWING LINK:
HTTPS://WWW.MED.NAVY.MIL/NAVY-MEDICINE-OPERATIONAL-TRAINING-COMMAND/NAVAL-AEROSPACE-MEDICAL-INSTITUTE/DEPARTMENT-53HN/
B. THE TYCOM AND MLG SENIOR ENLISTED LEADER SHOULD CONDUCT A PRELIMINARY BOARD TO DETERMINE THE BEST CANDIDATE FOR NOMINATION. TYCOM AND MLG ARE RESTRICTED TO ONE NOMINEE FOR THE AWARD.
C. EACH NOMINEE PACKAGE SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO NAMI NLT 16 JANUARY 2026 VIA EMAIL TO FRANK.S.MARTIN.MIL(AT)HEALTH.MIL. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT HMC MARTIN AT COMMERCIAL: 850-452-2510 (DSN 459-2510) OR EMAIL FRANK.S.MARTIN@HEALTH.MIL.
7. THE SONNY CARTER MEMORIAL AWARD IS GIVEN ANNUALLY TO THE NAVAL AEROSPACE PHYSIOLOGIST, AEROSPACE EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGIST, OR FLIGHT SURGEON WHO HAS DONE THE MOST TOWARDS PROMOTING TEAMWORK, COHESIVENESS AND A SENSE OF COMMON PURPOSE IN ADVANCING THE FRONTIERS OR AEROMEDICAL SCIENCE. NOMINATIONS SHOULD BE BASED ON OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE OVER TIME, WITH THE EMPHASIS ON THE APRIL 2024 TO APRIL 2025 TIME PERIOD. IN ADDITION TO PROFESSIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS, THE NOMINEE SHOULD BE A ROLE MODEL FOR AEROMEDICAL PROFESSIONALS BY EXHIBITING INITIATIVE, RESOURCEFULNESS, LEADERSHIP, DEDICATION, INDUSTRY, AND MILITARY BEARING. 
NOMINATION/SUBMISSION FORMAT:
A. NAME AND RANK
B. COMMAND TO WHICH ASSIGNED (INCLUDING ADDU ASSIGNMENTS)
C. DATE REPORTED
D. PROJECTED ROTATION DATE
E. NEXT ANTICIPATED ASSIGNMENT
F. NARRATIVE IN SUPPORT OF OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE AND CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARDS
THE TEAMWORK EFFORT (SIMILAR TO A NAVY COMMENDATION MEDAL)
G. ELECTRONIC SUBMISSIONS IN WORD OR PDF FORMAT ARE ENCOURAGED.
H. UNIT LEVEL NOMINATIONS SHOULD BE ROUTED THROUGH THEIR RESPECTIVE TYCOM
NLT 01 DECEMBER 2025. THE TYCOM WILL SELECT THE OUTSTANDING PACKAGE AND ROUTE THEIR NOMINEE PACKAGE TO NAMI AND SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO OIC, NAVAL AEROSPACE MEDICAL INSTITUTE, ATTENTION: CODE 53AH, CAPT ELLIOT, 340 HULSE RD, PENSACOLA, FL 32508 -1092 OR JONATHAN.N.ELLIOT.MIL@HEALTH.MIL AND SHOULD ARRIVE NLT 16 JAN 2026. THE AWARDS BOARD WILL MAKE THE FINAL SELECTION FROM THE SUBMITTED TYCOM NOMINATIONS. THE RECIPIENT OF THE CAPT SONNY CARTER MEMORIAL AWARD AS WELL AS EACH TYCOM NOMINEE WILL BE PRESENTED AT THE LUNCHEON HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE AEROSPACE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION (ASMA) ANNUAL MEETING.  ATTENDANCE OF EACH NOMINEE AT THE LUNCHEON IS ENCOURAGED TO RECOGNIZE THE NOMINEES' SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE AND ACHIEVEMENT. LOCAL COMMAND, TYCOM, ISIC, AND MAW SUPPORT IN THIS REGARD IS ENCOURAGED.
