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Our Time Together

Marie Clay and Phonics

Systematic: Explicit, Structured, Sequential

Additional Thoughts



Phonics??? 





“Linking sound 
sequences to letter 
sequences is NOT a 
simple problem of 
what theorists, 
researchers, and 
teachers call 
phonics” 
(LLDI, p. 143). 



Definitions LLDI p. 5
• Message-getting (or sending)
• Problem-solving activity 

Both activities involve linking 
invisible patterns of oral language 
with visible symbols.



Literacy 

Processing Theory
LLDI p. 16



Systematic

Well-ordered plan

Methodical in procedure

Marked by thoroughness



Some guidance from Harmey & Bodman 
(JRR, 2020)

• Synthetic and analytic
• RR is systematic because we move from 

simple to complex for each student.
• Child’s existing and new letter knowledge 

is applied within literacy processing 
theory.



How to look at print

What to look for in print: letters

What to look for in print: words

Linking what is seen and heard

Applying knowledge gained from phonics teaching in 
the context of reading and writing continuous text







Explicit

Clearly stated or 
expressed

Leaves no room for 
ambiguity  



Demonstrate/model (LLDI p. 52, 
157, 158)

Look for something that would 
help you (LLDI p. 152)

Check it (LLDI p. 135, 137)





Teaching getting

going





Thinking bubble



Structured
Put together in an 
organized, deliberate 
way



•Analogy  (LLDI p. 
104-105; 160-161)

•Break it and put it 
together (LLDI p. 72-
74)



looked
looking



oink



Teaching after 
reading



Sequential

To follow logical order or 
sequence

Having a systematic 
arrangement



Some guidance from Dr. Clay

• Our sequence should be determined by 
what the child shows he is using.

• Look at child’s level to determine what 
word segments to teach our students to 
attend.

• The sequence should be determined by 
psychological factors, not logical factors.

~ LLDI 2016, p. 147



Writing



link

Help children 

find and make



A little [explicit, structured, 
sequential] instruction goes

a long way!



Keep a note of the
[systematic] learning
and arrange for it to
recur. Link today’s

analysis to tomorrow’s
work.



Some advice

Know why and 
what

Know resources













Know why and how RR is 
systematic: explicit, 

structured, sequential, and 
be able to explain that 

information.

Show others your teaching



Thank you

Donita.shaw@okstate.edu
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