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exactly 12 years since I decided to help launch DC magazine. That anniversary has given me 2 little time to pause, reflect and
be very thankful.

One of my reflections is that I've been surrounded by amazing team members who work tirelessly day in and day out—
including nights and weekends—to deliver the best magazine in the city. We've been fortunate to have had the core of our
team together for years. In fact, we have more than 50 combined years of DC magazine
experience in our office. You doa't get 1o see their names unless you study our masthead,
but we couldn't manage without Erika, Michael, Krystle, Kristin, Mark, Lillie, Emili
and All. We've also had the amazing support of our advertisers, some of whom have
been with us since the very first issue. Thank you.

We shouldn't really pick a favorite child, and the same applies 1o magazines: 1
realize 1 shouldn't favor one issue over another. But if 1 could pick just one, this issue
would be at the top each year.

In the pages that follow, we focus on men who are truly making a difference in
our arez. Some of the names you might be familiar with, and a couple gents are likely
hitting your radar for the first time. Of course, having the Russian wizard of the ice
(Evgeny Kuznetsov) grace our pages is fantastic—any issue that boasts 2 player from the
Washington Capitals is instantly a keeper. And, I'm hopeful this is the year that the Caps
hoist the Stanley Cup and [ can finally send Ted Leonsis the bottle of Champagne that
has been sitting in my refrigerator for a decade. Yes, at this point, it's more symbolic than
drinkable. I'm also thrilled that we spent some time with my friend David Hoffman, who's
the general manager of the recently opened Sagamore Pendry Hotel in Baltimore. ‘The
property, which is owned by Under Armour’s Kevin Plank, ina partnership with Montage
International, is stunning. [ hope you'll take the time to head up to Fells Point and pay
Hoffman a visit.

Finally, I want o thank you, our readers, for all of your support, feedback and
gu:dumc over the past 12 years. We've become better each year, and much of that has
to do with you. I'm forever indebted to you for your continued support of our mission.

Wishing you a warm and wonderful spring!

Peter Abrahams
Grroup Publisher
pabrahams@modernluzury.com

Instagram: @demagazine
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DAVID HOFFMAN

The hotel veteran recently opened
one of the most anticipated luxury
properties on the East Coast,
Sagamore Pendry Baltimore, where he
serves as GM.

“My father was in the dothing busi:icss, and
he loved being with and entertining people.
This gave me an excellent example of daily
hospitality. Hotels were an easy career choice
for creating memorable experiences for guests.
Like any opening of a hotel, the most exciting
thing we will tell our associates 21 Sagamore

Pendry (pendryhotels.com/baltimore) on
opening day is, “Welcome to your hotel; these
Il never be locked agun.” Hearing
irst time years ago, | realized the
responsibility and impact it would have on
my life. Having opened beautiful properties

around the world, the new property is the

most unique. Repurposing the historic

structure buile in 1914 and merging it into

a community will be special. The building,

known as Recreation Pler, was the second
largest port of entrance for immigranes into
the United States, behind Ellis Island. A great
‘If you want to find the
ok for the oldest pier.” 1

d(x) sw

mentor once told

best spot on 2 lake,
called him recently and wold him [ literally
found the oldest pier. Now we just need to

make it the bast spot on the lake—or,

in this case, the Inner Harbor"
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