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THE EXPERT
MICHAEL FUERSTMAN

Co-Founder & Creative Director of 
Pendry Hotels

Inspiration Behind the Brand:  
The world of fashion, art, music, 

pop culture and travel

As a San Diego resident, it still blows my mind every day 
that I am lucky enough to live in a place where many people travel every 
year for vacation. You will often hear people refer to this great city as 
“paradise,” and this is true for so many reasons: the beach, the bay, 
the marina, the downtown nightlife, the mountains, the desert, popular 
beach bars, the food, and of course, the sun! All of these factors make 
up San Diego and the millions of possibilities that it offers. Michael 
Fuerstman and his team at Montage Hotels & Resorts recognize just 
how special San Diego is and have chosen it as their destination for 
their new brand of luxury lifestyle hotels, known as Pendry Hotels.  
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The Ultimate Urban Escape, Pendry Hotels 
Breaks Ground in San Diego

"San Diego is a compelling city and has everything 
our guests could ask for in a destination. It’s a great 

mixture of beach, recreation, and thriving urban living."
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PENDRY SAN DIEGO
550 J St

San Diego, CA 92101
www.pendryhotels.com

"Pendry will blend the worlds of service-
oriented hotels and design-focused hotels, 
and build upon many of the qualities that 
make our Montage hotels so special."
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endry San Diego will be the first hotel  of its kind and will 
be built in the historic Gaslamp section of Downtown San 
Diego; a perfect fit for the new hotspot. This is a major 
center for tourists and those exploring our beautiful city. 
A quick walk in any direction will bring you to some of 
the best restaurants and nightlife that the city has to 
offer. It will also be right near Petco Park, home to our 
Padres, and a quick walk to the harbor, which is gorgeous 
enough to just walk by, but also home to many shops and 
restaurants as well.  

Not only is the location the perfect choice to launch the new 
brand, but Michael Fuerstman explains why San Diego goes 
hand in hand with the philosophy of the new hotel and why 
Pendry and San Diego are the perfect match for each other.  
Q: Where did the idea for the launch of Pendry Hotels 
come from?
Michael Fuerstman: We’ve spent a lot of time thinking about 
the nature of hospitality, our guests, and where our industry 
is headed. We think there is a tremendous opportunity to 
pair our culture of service from Montage Hotels & Resorts 
with an inspired and fashion-forward aesthetic. Pendry will 
blend the worlds of service-oriented and design-focused 
hotels, and build upon many of the qualities that make our 
Montage hotels so special. 
Q; What inspired you to choose our beautiful city as the first location for 
Pendry Hotels?
MF: We’re thrilled to confirm that San Diego will be the first destination for the 

Pendry brand. San Diego is such a compelling 
city and has everything our guests could ask for 
in a destination. It’s a great mixture of beach, 
recreation, and thriving urban living. The weather 
and lifestyle are unmatched, and there’s a sense 
of true city life as well, with sports, entertainment 
offerings, and an exceptional culinary scene. 
And as a Southern California based company, 
it’s that much more special to launch our first 
Pendry hotel in Southern California. It just feels right. 

Q: Why build in downtown as opposed to the beach or 
other location?
MF: We love the neighborhood feel of the Gaslamp Quarter. 
There’s a buzz when you stroll around the streets; there are 
so many exciting restaurants, lounges, and entertainment 
venues. It’s really dynamic. The proximity to Petco Park and 
the Convention Center ensure that many guests and patrons 
will find their way to Pendry when they visit San Diego. We 
feel this is the perfect destination for Pendry within the city. 
Q: What is the inspiration for the design of the new brand?
MF: The brand draws inspiration from the worlds of fashion, 
art, music, pop culture, and travel, but Pendry is very much 
rooted in the local neighborhood. We love the idea of really 
embracing layers, and providing a balance between some 
beautifully classic and timeless elements mixed with some 

newer and highly local elements. At Pendry San Diego, one can expect a healthy dose 
of California culture and a sense of modern heritage. Ultimately, we’re after real and 

Location, Location, 

Location:

Why San Diego you say? 

Michael Fuerstman says that 

from the unbeatable weather 

to the entertainment options 

and top notch culinary scene, 

the overall lifestyle of San 

Diego is a perfect match for 

the essence of the brand. 

 

Sneak Peek:

 
Though not all the details can 

be given away just yet, plan 

for incredible amenities at 

Pendry San Diego, including 

300 loft-like guest rooms 

and suites, a nightlife and 

entertainment venue, an 

amazing pool and bar 

scene,  state-of-the-art spa 

and fitness offering, and an 

indoor/outdoor beer hall. 

“For both our Montage 
and Pendry brands, 
we are supremely 

committed to 
exceeding our guests’ 

expectations.”

— MICHAEL 
FUERSTMAN
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authentic experiences, not trends. Our guests will feel 
as if they are staying in a fashionable, well-appointed 
guesthouse that feels perfectly “of the place.” 
Q: What are some details and amenities that 
Pendry will offer?
MF: Pendry San Diego will be chock-full of amenities.  
We’ll have over 300 loft-like guest rooms and suites, 
multiple restaurants on 5th Avenue, a nightlife 
and entertainment venue, an amazing pool and bar 
scene, a state-of-the-art spa and fitness offering, an 
indoor/outdoor beer hall, along with some of the 
best meeting space in the city. I can’t share every 
detail and surprise, but can say that we’re incredibly 
excited about what we are creating and the many 
options that will be available to our guests. 

Q: For what reason would the many tourists who 
flock to San Diego daily choose Pendry over 
your competitors?
MF: We feel guests will choose Pendry for the excitement 

and variety of offerings that we’re creating, for the 
amazing location on 5th Avenue in the Gaslamp Quarter, 
and ultimately, for the way they are made to feel when 
they stay with us. For both our Montage and Pendry 
brands, we are supremely committed to exceeding our 
guests’ expectations. 
Q: When do you expect Pendry San Diego to open?
MF: We’re under construction now, with a scheduled 
summer 2016 opening. 
Q: Is this the first of many different branches here 
in California?
MF: I wouldn’t say many different branches, but 
we are certainly interested in a few select locations 
for Pendry in California. But it would have to be a 
perfect fit; the absolute perfect location within the 
right neighborhood, a destination that complements 
what we’re creating in San Diego.




