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This document is your Manual of Metaphysical Church Rites as provided by the 

International Metaphysical Ministry. Contained in its pages are ceremonies for 

baptisms, marriages and funerals. 

All of these rites are worded according to metaphysical belief. However, you are under 

no obligation to use the exact wording presented here. You are free to modify these 

ceremonies if you feel that other phrasing would be more suitable for your own 

metaphysical ministry. 

Marriages 
 

Check with your local city or county office regarding the legal responsibilities for 
performing marriages.  Learn the correct way to fill out a marriage certificate for local 
municipal records.  Enter the word “Metaphysical” in the space provided for the 
denomination.  It is recommended that you obtain a book or two on marriage ceremony 
etiquette and protocol.  Inexpensive books and resources are available. 
 

Funerals 
 

There should be no legal requirements in the case of funeral ceremonies; however, 
check with your local city or county office to be certain.  Visit the funeral home prior to 
performing a ceremony to familiarize yourself with the surroundings, sound system, 
music availability, etc., so that you may be relaxed, prepared and confident. 
 

Baptisms 
 

In Metaphysics, we believe in baptism “from within;” in other words, the conscious 
mind is baptized by the God-Mind during meditation, through an awakening to Higher 
Consciousness.  However, from time to time, you may be requested to perform a 
baptism.  Therefore, we have included the baptismal ceremony in this manual.  This may 
be a more common occurrence if your metaphysical operation is in a conventional 
church setting. 
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There are a number of alternative ceremonies mentioned in the section entitled Other 
Ceremonial Rites with brief descriptions that you may find of use in your Metaphysical 
career.  
 
 
 

It is my hope that you find the words contained herein to be of inspiration and beauty. 
 

 
Paul Leon Masters, Founder 
International Metaphysical Ministry 
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he Minister opens the ceremony with a brief remark about the Divine Harmony of 
the Universe and the Unity of All Life. 
 

A modern composition, played in march tempo by electric guitar or other instrument, 
may be used instead of the traditional wedding march.  Tempo should be faster than 
normally used. 

 
 The Bride walks in from the rear of the building on the arm of her father (or 

whomever may be presenting her to the Groom) and they are seated together. 
 

 The Groom remains seated beside the Best Man until later in the ceremony. 
 

 The Minister begins his discourse – not lasting over 12 to 15 minutes – and then 
says (from Gibran’s “The Prophet”): 

 

 
  

“You were born together, and together ye shall be forevermore. 
 You shall be together when the white wings of death shall scatter your days. 
 Aye, and you shall be together even in the silent memory of God. 
 But let there be spaces in your togetherness, 
 And let the winds of the heavens dance between you. 
 
 “Love one another, but make not a bond of love; 
 Rather, let it be a moving sea between the shores of your souls. 
 Love possesses not, nor would it be possessed. 
 For love is sufficient unto love. 
 
 “When you love, you should not say, ‘God is in my heart,’ 
 But rather, ‘I am in the heart of God.’ 
 And think not that you can direct the course of love, 
 For Love, if it finds you worthy, directs your course. 
 
 “He threshes you to make you naked. 

T 

International Metaphysical Ministry 

Wedding Ceremony 
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 He sifts you to free you from your husks. 
 He grinds you to whiteness. 
 He kneads you, as a miller kneads his bread, until you are pliant; 
 And then he assigns you to his sacred fire, 
 That you may become sacred bread for God’s sacred feast. 
 “All these things shall Love do unto you 
 That you may know the secrets of your heart, 
 And in that knowledge become a fragment of Life’s heart.” 
 
 

 

 Then the Minister says:  “Who gives this woman in marriage?” 
 

 The Father and the Bride rise. 
 

 Father: “I do.” 
 

 The Minister motions for the Groom to step forward. 
 The Father places the Bride’s hand in the Groom’s and steps back to take a 

seat. 
 The Bride and the Groom kneel. 

 
 Minister: “Do you, _________________, take this man to be your wedded 

husband, to grow together in Spirit, in Truth and in Love, until transition from 
this plane of existence shall part you?” 
 

 Bride:  “I do.” 
 

 Minister:  “And do you, _________________, take this woman to be your 
wedded wife, to grow together in Spirit, in Truth and in Love, until you shall be 
parted from this existence unto Higher Realms?” 
 

 Groom:  “I do.” 
 

 The Minister takes a fresh flower (preferably a lotus blossom) from a vase and 
hands it to the Bride; he then takes a second blossom and hands it to the 
Groom. 
 

 Minister:  “By  the  exchange  of  these  blossoms,   which  are   symbols  of   Life  
and Spiritual Growth, you do now vow to love and cherish, each the other, and    
to nourish each the other in spiritual growth.” 
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 The Bride and the Groom exchange blossoms. 

 
 Minister:  “As the  lotus begins its life in the mire of the earth,  then reaches  

upward through soil and water to unfold its blossoms in the sunlight, so may 
your lives, entwined together to become one, grow upward in spiritual 
development and evolution, to open your spiritual life together in the 
Sunlight of Eternal Life.” 

 
 The Minister takes the unlighted candles from the stand, hands one to the 

Bride and one to the Groom. 
 

 They each place the unlighted candle on the floor in front of them. 
 

 Minister:  “May this candle flame, the symbol of spiritual illumination, be 
unto you both, a symbol of God’s love and power.  And by the lighting of 
each other’s candle, you do signify your desire to share with each other the 
Love, Life and Eternal Goodness of the Divine Light of the Universe.” 

  
 The Minister picks up the unlighted candle and hands it to the Groom. 

 
 The Minister then hands the lighted candle to the Bride, who reaches over 

and lights the candle which the Groom holds. 
 

 The Minister takes the lighted candle from the Bride, then picks up the 
unlighted candle in front of the Bride and hands it to her. 

 

 The Groom now takes his candle and lights the candle which the Bride is 
holding. 

 

 Minister (holding the original lighted taper):   
 

“By the lighting of these candles, symbolizing the Eternal Light of Life, 
you do vow to aid each other in times of bliss, and in times of stress, to 
grow in the Grace and Truth of the Eternal Divine Mind.” 

 
 Minister (to the Best Man):   

 
“May we have the rings, please.” 
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 The Best Man rises from his seat and hands the rings to the Minister.   
 

 Minister (Holding the Groom’s ring aloft, says to the Bride):   
 

“Repeat after me. 
 
“By the symbol of this golden circle … I encircle my life with your life … 
And I vow that I shall rejoice with you … Through all the seasons of life … 
Through the hardships of winter … Through the bright promise of spring 
… Through the joys of summer … And through the blessings of the 
harvest of autumn … That our lives may be one together.” 
 

 The Minister hands the Bride the ring, who places it on the Groom’s finger.   
 

 Minister (holding the Bride’s ring aloft, says to the Groom):   
 

“Repeat after me. 
 

“By the symbol of this golden circle … I encircle my life with your life … 
And I vow that I shall rejoice with you … Through all the seasons of life … 
Through the hardships of winter … Through the bright promise of spring 
… Through the joys of summer … And through the blessings of the 
harvest of autumn … That our lives may be one together.” 

 
 The Minister hands the Groom the ring, who places it on the Bride’s finger.   

 
 Minister (Placing his hands, one on the Bride’s and one on the Groom’s head):    

 
“By the authority vested in me as a Minister of the State of 
______________, and by the power of Eternal Truth, and in harmony 
with the rhythm of Eternal Life, and in the presence of this assembly, I 
now declare that you are husband and wife.” 
 

 The Minister takes the hand of the Bride and Groom and lifts them to their 
feet to embrace. 

 
 Minister:  “May blessings and peace be with you always.” 

 
 The Minister motions the congregation to stand. 
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 The  Bride  and  Groom  walk  to  the  rear  of  the  building  to  the 
accompaniment of music, to form a reception line. 

 
 The Reception Line should be as follows: 

 
o Groom 
o Bride 
o Bride’s Parents 
o Groom’s Parents 
o Bridesmaids 
o Best Man 
o Minister  

 

 
 

 Ceremony copyrighted ©, 1970, by Reverend R. Hooper 
 

 For exclusive use by Ordained Ministers of the International Metaphysical Ministry, 
Chartered by the State of Arizona, as a religious nonprofit corporation. 
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e are brought together today by the common bond of the passing from our 
sight of __________________________________.  As Ministers of 
Metaphysics, we do not believe in death.  Instead, we believe that death is a 

transition, or process in nature through which we continue.  We may indeed miss the 
physical presence of those who depart from our midst, yet, we do not mourn that they 
are no more.  We know that everything which has ever been in nature, always is.  Only 
the elements containing the manifestation of the energy or life spirit of the individual 
change. 
 
In metaphysical philosophy, we believe that in the beginning of our lives, our physical 
bodies are brought into manifestation so that we, containing the Divine Image of God as 
our true Divine Selfhood, or Christhood, may express through our bodies their purpose 
for being.  Our bodies were formed around the Spirit of God which emanates their 
manifestation.  When God, One with our spirit, has decided that we are to move on 
from this physical dimension to another dimension for our own betterment, the spirit is 
withdrawn, and the body that clothes us returns to the elements, but the energy of the 
spirit, of who and what we are, continues, as so it does with our dearly departed 
_____________________________________. 
 
To understand the process of life encircling birth, life and transition from this plane of 
existence, I ask you to close your eyes for a moment in affirmative meditation as to 
what are lives are.  Perhaps by understanding our own reality, we can better understand 
our lives in relation to our transition from it. 
 

 Close your eyes now, and metaphysically affirm with me –  
 

 

“I am more than a physical body.  I am an eternal energy or spirit in 
nature.  The One Life of God that animates my body and life is creatively 
individualized in me. When I have completed the purpose for my being 
on this plane of existence, I shall find expression in a new dimension.  I 
live in this faith, and trust God working through the laws of nature for 
what lies before me.”  

 

 

W 

Metaphysical Funeral Ceremony 
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 Please open your eyes again.  Thank you. 
 
In Metaphysics, we embrace the truth to be found in all religions.  One such source from 
which we can draw light is the beautiful scripture contained in the Bhagavad Gita or the 
Hindu Gospel.  The soul in the scriptures is referred to as the Atman.  In a passage from 
the Gita, the Christ-incarnate of India, Krishna, speaks to his disciple, Arjuna, when this 
disciple is caught up in sorrow for those about to die on a battlefield. 
 

Krishna speaks and says:  
 

 
 

“Arjuna, your sorrow is for nothing.  The truly wise mourn neither for the 
living nor for the dead.  There never was a time when I did not exist, nor 
you, nor any of these kings.  Nor is there any future in which we shall 
cease to be.  Just as the dweller in this body passes through childhood, 
youth and old age, so at death he merely passes into another kind of 
body.  The wise are not deceived by this. 
 
Bodies are said to die, but That which possesses the body is eternal.  It 
cannot be destroyed - it cannot be limited. 
 

Deathless, birthless, 
Unchanging forever. 

How can it die 
Know this Atman 
Unborn, undying, 

Never ceasing, 
Never beginning, 

The death of the body? 
 

Worn-out garments 
Are shed by the body; 

Worn-out bodies 
Are shed by the dweller 

Within the body. 
New bodies are donned 

By the dweller like garments. 
 
 



10 
 

Death is certain for the born. Rebirth is certain for the dead.  Before 
birth, beings are not manifest to our human senses.  In the interim 
between birth and death, they are manifest.  At death they return to the 
unmanifest again.  What is there in all this to grieve over?” 

 
 

 

Metaphysically then, we come together today not to grieve, but more aptly to pay 
tribute and prayerful thoughts of good to send along with 
___________________________, as (he or she) transcends this plane of existence to a 
greater dimension of activity under the caring Presence of God and those who are His 
helpers in other dimensions, together with friends that have preceded (him or her). 
 

 

 

To thus pay tribute to ____________________________________________, I call upon 

____________________________________, who will deliver the Eulogy. 

 
EULOGY 
 
On behalf of all those near and dear to ____________________________ in this life, I 
wish to thank _________________________________ for having expressed in words 
what so many of you must indeed feel in your hearts this day. 
 
 

 
 

Let us pray ... 
     
“Divine Father, in Whom we dwell, as you dwell within us, Hear the 
tribute of the words just spoken for our dearly beloved –  
______________________________________. 
 
Let those words, and the feelings in our hearts, be each as a blessing 
going forth with our dearly departed into another mansion of Your 
Eternal House of Being, Dear Father, Creator of us all.  In You, we Trust, 
Move, Live, and have our Being, as does still our dearly departed 
__________________________. 
 

Optional Eulogy 
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For “In my Father’s House there are many mansions,” reads the Bible.  
And we prayerfully trust that (he or she) is with You in one of Your 
mansions. 
 
This we pray, this we affirm in our hearts – AND SO IT IS – AMEN.” 

 
 

 
   

One of the most beloved philosophers of our present day is Kahlil Gibran.  The beautiful 
insights in his writings can give one much to ponder, and no less in the subject of 
transition, as I quote now from his famous book, “The Prophet,” concerning death: 
 

 

 
 

“Then Almitra spoke, saying, ‘We should ask now of death.’ 
 
And he said: 
‘You would know the secret of death.  But how shall you find it unless 
you seek it in the heart of life? 
 
The owl whose night-bound eyes are blind unto the day cannot unveil the 
mystery of light. 
 
If you would indeed behold the spirit of death, open your heart wide unto 
the body of life. 
 
For life and death are one, even as the river and sea are one. 
 
In the depth of your hopes and desires lies your silent knowledge of the 
beyond;  
 
And like seeds dreaming beneath the snow, your heart dreams of spring. 
 
Trust the dreams for in them is the hidden gate to eternity. 
 
Your fear of death is but the trembling of the shepherd when he stands 
before the king whose hand is to be laid upon him in honour. 
 
Is the shepherd not joyful beneath his trembling, that he shall wear the 
mark of the king? 
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Yet is he not more mindful of his trembling? 
 
For what is it to die but to stand naked in the wind and melt into the sun? 
 
And what is it to cease breathing, but to free the breath from its restless 
tides that it may rise and expand and seek God unencumbered? 
 
Only when you have reached the mountain top, then shall you begin to 
climb. 
 
And when the earth shall claim your limbs, then shall you truly dance.’ ” 

 
 

 

In Metaphysics, then, we consider that God and nature, in their Infinite Wisdom, favor 
us in death as well as in life.  As we are strengthened from the Divine from within each 
change during our physical lives, so at transition from this physical dimension to change 
to another, we are led and strengthened by God’s Presence at the center of our souls.   
 

 Let us trust nature, upon whose Intelligence every breath we breathe in this 
physical life is dependent.   
 

 Let us trust nature, whose intelligence has healed our bodies many times over.   
 

 Let us trust nature, whose Intelligence gave us birth and life to begin with. 
 
Should we not, therefore, at the time of parting from this life, trust that same 
Intelligence of Nature that has always given us good?  
 
Are not the Laws of Nature God’s Will working for our good?   
 
Can we therefore believe with complete trust that _____________________ is this 
moment under the same Laws of Life, Care and Unfoldment as we all find in this 
physical life? 
 
In Metaphysics, we believe that man is inseparable from God; that in the utmost reality, 
man’s spirit is one with Universal Spirit; that whatever is in God, can never be removed 
from God, as God is All; that, as St. Paul expressed it, “We are all members of One 
Universal Body;” that, as the Bible further declares, “Within Him, God, we move, live 
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and have our being.”  This is whether we are in physical embodiment, or embodiment 
in another dimension. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whenever one whom we have dearly loved and cared for passes from our physical sight, 
we should think that they have passed more into God’s Sight – and in this thought – 
though saddened by our loss, we should be gladdened at the gain of the one who has 
passed on before us. 
 

 
 

Let us pray … 
 
“Divine Presence of our Creator who is here with us and within us, 
lighten our sadness in this hour with the joy that as You are always 
with us, and as our dearly departed ___________________________ 
is with You, so spiritually and in truth we all live together within 
You. 
“And that death is but the temporary parting from the eye, but not 
from Your Presence which contains us all.  For this realization of 
Truth to lighten our sadness and spiritually dry our tears with peace 
through Your Spirit, we do give thanks – AMEN.” 

 
 

 

As we near the conclusion of this service, it is good to express and speak of the 
Goodness, or the mystery of God, within us all.  From God, or Goodness, each of us 
came into this life, and at the end of that life into that Goodness, or God, we pass again.  
While in Metaphysics we accept that a man may err, we never accept that man by his 
nature is sinful, because all of us have originated in God, and God is Perfection. 
 
We give thanks that from a perfect Mystical Light of Being we came, and to that Perfect 
Mystical Being of Light we return.  We accept that while _________________________ 
may have erred at times in this life, before God, and in God’s Love, we declare that (he 
or she) is without sin, One with Perfection, or God, always – that God, as (his or her) 
Divine Source, is with (him or her) now, giving strength, love, and reassurance, as God 

In Metaphysics we might aptly say that the difference between 
physical existence and passing into existence into another dimension 
at the time of transition, “ … is that we as thoughts within the Mind of 
God, pass from one part of His Mind into another.” 



14 
 

does here to any of us if we, with sincerity, turn inward and find His Presence in the 
Silence of Prayer and Meditation. 
 

 

Before me are three candles … 
 

 The candle burning in the middle represents the Light and Presence of God, 
upon Whom I now call. 
 

 The candle burning on the left represents the Light of God’s Presence that 
_______________________ carried within (him or her) during this life. 
 

 The unlit candle on the right represents the life that _________________ has 
now entered into. 

 

 
 

“Divine Father of Light, Goodness and Truth, I call upon Your 
Holy Presence within us and about us … that as I light this unlit 
candle, with the candle representing Your Universal Spirit … 
that Your Spirit Light and Be with ______________________, 
giving strength, peace, love and assurance in the continuance 
of (his or her) life beyond our physical presence. 
 
“In the Spirit of Truth and Goodness, we ask this in Your Name 
– and in Faith we accept that SO IT IS.” 

 
 

 

Let all present here and now enter into one minute of Silence, to join with me in 
sending forth prayerful thoughts of goodness, peace, love, comfort and God’s Presence 
to be with _______________________________, now and always. 
 
Now join with me in this final prayer to conclude this service. 
 

 
 

“Divine Father, God of our Being, in Whom all beings, seen and unseen, 
move, live and have their being, give Your Spiritual Strength, Peace and 
Understanding Love to those who knew and loved __________________. 

 

Candle Ritual 
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“Give them guidance from Your Holy Presence within them to remove the 
sadness which they feel, through the love of Your Spirit within them.  Let 
the healing Love of Your Presence be greater in them than the loss that 
they feel.   
 
“Let Your Wisdom and Truth dawn like a new sun in their minds so that 
they may have understanding that as they are in Your Infinite Being this 
moment, so also is _________________________, and that as we contain 
any person in our heart, seen or unseen, so You contain us all in Your 
Heart, Eternally Inseparable. 
 
“In the Realization of this Truth, we give thanks that SO IT IS – AMEN.” 
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A Baptism is a sincere and simple ceremony. For some, the Baptismal Rite represents 
spiritual beliefs that have been upheld throughout a family lineage due to tradition or 
commitment to particular beliefs. For some who were never baptized, the Baptismal 
Rite is a way for them to experience a rebirth for accepting Christ into their lives.  

The Baptismal Rite serves as a way to welcome an infant into the world and can be 
conducted as a naming ceremony without ties to a specific religion. This Rite is not just 
for infants; children and people of any age can have a Baptismal Ceremony. 

Below is a typical guideline that can be followed when conducting a Baptismal Rite for 
any person. 

______________________________, in you is the presence of God the Eternal, whose 

presence can heal you, direct you, and love you. 

 

Baptism is the acceptance of these divine attributes in the Kingdom of Heavenly 

Consciousness within you and making them manifest in your life eternally. 

 

In the spirit of this truth, I Baptize your mind, body and soul into the consciousness of 

God’s Presence within you –  

     And so it is! 

Note: 

 

 

 

 

Baptismal Rite 

 

 Water and flowers may be used when speaking the last paragraph. 

 A small, appropriate bowl for either water and/or flower petals can 

be used as part of the ceremony. 

 The water or flower petals may be hand-sprinkled over the head of 

the person being baptized. 
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There are many events in life that give cause for a celebration. As a Metaphysical 

Minister there are a number of additional ceremonies that you may be asked to 

perform. For many of these, it is best to discuss with those who are requesting the 

ceremony to describe their intention and then work together to create a ceremony that 

best suits their needs. A brief overview of some of the types of ceremonies that you may 

be requested to perform are as discussed below. 

 

 

Celebrating the Adoption of Children 

An adoption ceremony for children can occur when the child is an infant, just being 

brought into their new home, when an older child is adopted due to a number of 

contributing circumstances, such as step-children, foster children and children to whom 

legal guardianship has been awarded. A ceremony can also be held when the child is 

older and has learned of their adoption.  

For the older child, the ceremony allows for the child to recognize their status as an 

integral part of their family and for family and friends to welcome and celebrate this 

with them. It helps them to overcome difficulty with transitioning and fears of 

abandonment and rejection. It helps to raise their self-esteem as they come to realize 

that they are the reason for this joyful celebration. 

An adoption ceremony may be created from the following ideas: 

 The adoptive parents are holding the baby or standing with the child 

before the minister.  

 

 Minister: “We have gathered here today to celebrate the new beginnings for 

this family, extended family and friends. Everyone here is united with their love 

for this baby (or child) named ________. God is overlooking this ceremony with 

blessings and gratitude for the child and each of the people in attendance on 

this special day.” 

Other Ceremonial Rites of the 

Metaphysical Ministry  
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“We light this candle to honor the spirit of the child as a bringer of light, hope 

and joy to this family and the world.” (A family member selected in advance 

lights a single candle.) 

 

 Minister: “What is the name that has been chosen for this child?” 
 

 Parents: “The name of our child is (first, middle last).” 
 

 Minister: “As this child, (state full name) comes into your lives, all of us here 
pray that God will guide you, (state mother’s name) and (state father’s name) 
in the beautiful gifts of love, joy, patience and wisdom for nurturing and caring 
for your child.” (Minister may sprinkle water on the child’s head or forehead to 
commemorate God’s blessing and the appointing of the family ties that were 
created here.) 

 

 Minister: “Will you (mother and father’s names) accept all of the responsibilities 
of parenthood and vow to offer and provide that the emotional, physical and 
spiritual needs of this child are taken care of always?” 
 

 Parents: “We will.” 
 

 Minister: “Will everyone please join hands and repeat after me: 
 We welcome this child (state name) who has come to us from a loving 

Creator 
 In joy and in beauty 
 To love and to nurture her/him 
 And to lead her/him with devoted support and good examples 
 As we grow together in love and in gratitude always.” 

 

 Minister: “(child’s name), you are a child of the universe, no less than the trees 
and the stars; you have a right to be here. And whether or not it is clear to you, 
no doubt the universe is unfolding as it should. Therefore, be at peace with God 
. . . and whatever your labors and aspirations, in the noisy confusion of life, 
keep peace with your soul.”  
 
(by Max Ehrmann from Desiderata.) 
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Other elements to add into the ceremony may include any or all of the following 
components: 
 
You may wish to begin by giving thanks to the family who gave your child life and share 
some thoughts from your child’s birth parent(s) or if appropriate have the birth or 
bridge parents participate. 
 
If the child comes from an international or multicultural background you may want to 
honor their ethnic or cultural heritage. This can be done through music customary to 
that culture or a representative symbol. 
  
Invite the adoptive parents to tell their adoption story and how they came to be a 
family.  
 
Celebrate the history of the child’s journey in order to recognize your child’s history 

before (s)he came to be adopted. Include some things that are special to the child from 

the previous part of their life and place them on the ceremonial table. If the child is old 

enough you can have her (him) explain them to those present. 
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Ceremony for New Beginnings 

There are a number of reasons why one may request a ceremony for new beginnings. 

Someone may have the desire to celebrate a major accomplishment in their life to 

include graduation, opening of a new business, moving into a new home, successful 

healing both on the physical and spiritual levels, new relationships, new jobs, among 

other things. This type of ceremony helps to acknowledge the transition that has 

occurred and reinforces one’s new identity and should be uplifting, energizing and fun. 

A ceremonial table or altar can be decorated beforehand with candles, flowers and the 

intention of the new beginning in the form of photos and written affirmations. It might 

be appropriate to have a large colorful ribbon across the front of the table for a ribbon 

cutting ceremony to inaugurate this new beginning. 

A typical celebration may be to gather everyone together in a circle and open with a 

blessing to commemorate the new beginning.  

 Minister: “We are joining (name of guest of honor) today to celebrate a 

meaningful transition and new beginning. As s(he) enters into this new era of 

his/her life we thank the powers of the universe for the gifts with which he/she 

has been blessed and we thank you for the experiences that have brought 

him/her to this moment. To guest of honor - will you please share with 

everyone the story of your new transition?” 

 

 Guest of honor: Shares the details of their new venture. 

 

 Minister: To guest of honor – “Will you please state your intention for this new 

venture?” 

 

 Guest of honor: States their intention of their new venture. 

 

 Minister: “Let’s go around the circle and have everyone briefly share words of 

inspiration or a prayer for success to acknowledge the new beginning and 

intention for (guest of honor). 

 

 Everyone has a moment to speak. 
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 Minister: “Thank you everyone, for helping to affirm this new beginning for 

(guest of honor). 

(Now move into the closing with everyone present) – Please repeat after me: 

 Dear loving Creator, we thank you for your presence 

 And have listened to the beautiful new story shared by (guest of honor) 

 And we empower the intention stated by (guest of honor) 

 With clarity, passion, love, and the pursuit of success 

 As (s)he/they move forward with joy and knowledge   

 That every day is a new and creative beginning 

 And so it is!” 

At this point, if ribbon cutting is included, the Minister should guide everyone over to 

the ribbon and the guest of honor should then, in gratitude, cut the ribbon and 

everyone can congratulate them.  

If ribbon cutting is not part of the ceremony the Minister can encourage everyone to 

offer their congratulations to the guest of honor and to move forward with the rest of 

the festivities that may include food and music. 

The ceremony can be amended to be more specific to the type of new beginning that is 

being recognized, i.e. performing a house blessing where the Minister may walk from 

room to room, carrying incense and stating positive intentions and calling on God to 

bless and sanctify the house. 
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Divorce Ceremony 

Divorce ceremonies are requested more and more as people transition into new phases 

of their lives. These ceremonies serve as an excellent way for two people to find closure 

on the love that they had shared and to bring comfort to their children and other family 

members. 

While this type of ceremony is usually limited to just the couple who are getting the 

divorce and their children and close family, it is recommended to set the tone for the 

ceremony by having family members arrive at an appointed time to the home or venue 

in which the ceremony is being held. Rather than having everyone stand around 

socializing it is best to welcome attendees and move them immediately to the 

ceremonial area where they can be urged to close their eyes and sit in silence to gain a 

sense of presence until the ceremony begins. 

The ceremony is a simple one and may include a small table covered with a cloth or 

scarf on which to place one lit tapered candle and two unlit tapers in holders.  

 Minister: “Good morning/afternoon/evening, would you please open your eyes 

and gaze at the lit candle on the table. (This will focus everyone’s attention.) 

This candle is a representation of the love, peace and reconciliation of our 

Creator. Would (names of couple) please come to the candle and from it each 

light one of the unlit tapers and with a silent prayer request, ask that these 

qualities be present now.” 

 

 Couple lights candles. 

 

 Minister: “Now, would (name of man) read his statement to (name of woman).” 

(Each person brings a piece of paper on which they had written statements that 

honored the marriage and separation and all of the positive aspects they had 

each brought into the relationship. It may also state the responsibility that each 

takes for the breakdown of the marriage.) 

 

 The man reads his statement. 
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 Minister: “Now, would (name of woman) read her statement to (name of 

man).” 

 

 The woman reads her statement. 

 

 Minister: “And so it is. Thank you for joining (couple’s names) here today and 

for supporting them on their journey.”  

Another example might be as follows, from after the lighting of the candles: 

 Minister: “(First to man) Speaking to (name of woman), repeat after me: 

 I am grateful for love and the joy that we shared in our lives together 

 I am grateful for the good and the challenging times that have helped me 

to grow 

 I am sorry that I was unable to fulfill my marriage vows to you 

 For this I ask your forgiveness.” 

 

 The woman says, “I forgive you.” 

(Then the same vows are repeated by the woman speaking to the man.) 

 The man says, “I forgive you.” 

 

 Minister: If children are involved- “(First to man) Speaking to (name of woman), 

repeat after me:  

 I am grateful to be a parent to our beautiful children (children’s names) 

 I state my intention to co-parent them with love and responsibility 

 I will honor always the importance of this role for our mutual well-being 

 (Woman’s name), May you walk in peace and beauty in your new life 

 May you know love and happiness always.” 

 

 The woman says “thank you.”  

(Then the same vows are repeated by the woman speaking to the man.) 

 The man says “thank you.” 

 

 Minister: “And so it is. Thank you for joining (couple’s names) here today and 

for supporting them on their journey.” 
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Some ceremonies may only include the couple that has requested the divorce 

ceremony. Some ceremonies may only include one of the former partners from the 

marriage that has dissolved. The number of guests will vary. Based on what the divorcee 

is asking for will help you to determine with them the best way to create a meaningful 

ceremony that will bring closure on a positive note. 

This type of ceremony has the potential to be emotionally charged. There will be 

laughter, tears, solemnity and joy as each person comes to their state of closure and 

peace in their own way. 

Depending on the situation and the emotional states of the couple will determine if 

arrangements will be made to share snacks, food, and beverages after the ceremony. 
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Elder Ceremony 

An elder ceremony is a wonderful way to pay tribute to an aging relative or friend, male 

or female. This type of ceremony allows for the celebrant to be honored and thanked 

for their life’s achievements, wisdom, and contributions to others. It allows them to 

come into their full maturity in a state of dignity, esteem and pride. 

A ceremonial table or altar can be created with fresh flowers and photos of the family 

and friends, both living and deceased, who were important to the celebrant throughout 

their life. Some of the celebrant’s favorite things can be placed on the table as well gifts 

that people bring.  

The elder has been asked ahead of time to write a letter to read to the guests that 

describes her life as she would choose to share it. They might include the skills or talents 

for which they would like to be recognized, affirm their passions, or state what they 

envision for the world. 

 

 Minister: “We have gathered here today to celebrate the passage of (name of 

person) into the honorable role of Elder. It is a great privilege to grow in spirit 

and in wisdom and to be able to share this beautiful gift with blessings and 

acknowledgement.” 

 

“(Name of elder) is the daughter/son of (name and name), the husband/wife of 

(name) and the mother to (names). For these family members and for the many 

grandchildren (if applicable) and friends for whom (s)he has nurtured and cared 

for with his/her love, wisdom and insight, we give gratitude for contributing to 

and enriching their lives.” 

 

“To you (elder), for having lived through all these years celebrating the victories 

and overcoming the challenges, we honor you for your strength, dedication, 

compassion, and love.” 

 

“We would be honored if you would please share your life’s adventures with us 

now.” 
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(The elder reads the story she was previously asked to write.) 

 

“Thank you for sharing with us your beautiful portrayal of your life.  We are 

truly blessed for having you in our lives. And so it is!” 

A celebration can take place with food, beverages and music. A nice touch for this type 

of ceremony is to have someone in the family create a movie set to the elders favorite 

songs that includes photographs from the many stages of the elders life, including 

photos all of their friends and family. 

An added touch is to suggest that each person attending and even those unable to 

attend write a thank you card that encompasses all of the things for which they are 

grateful about the elder to place on the ceremonial or gift table for him/her to bring 

home and read. These may include stories that may have impacted the development of 

their own lives as a result of knowing the elder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



28 
 

In Conclusion 

There may be other types of ceremonies that you will be asked to perform as a means of 

sanctifying one of life’s many celebrations. The key for successful ceremonies is to 

create and design the ceremony with those who are requesting and hosting it. 

As with all ceremonies, it is always good to begin by stating the intention for the 

celebrant. Blessings and acknowledgements can be offered by you and by other family 

members throughout the ceremony if this is something that has been agreed upon 

ahead of time. Vows can be exchanged or declarations stated as part of the ceremony as 

well. 

Like weddings, funerals and baptisms, all of these ceremonies can range from small, 

intimate get-togethers to large, formal gatherings. Some ceremonial elements to 

include might be candles, flowers, music, photos and videos. The importance of each of 

these ceremonies is to celebrate the joy, happiness and life of each individual as they 

embark upon new moments within their lives to experience further growth for realizing 

and celebrating their human potential. 

A simple certificate for any of these ceremonies that you may perform is enclosed at the 

end of this document.  
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