Day of Action
School Supply Drive

DAY OF ACTION IS A TERRIFIC OPPORTUNITY
FOR YOUR UNITED WAY. IT IS A CHANCE TO
SHOWCASE UNITED WAY IN YOUR COMMUNITY, SOMETIMES IN A NEW WAY. IT IS A
CHANCE TO REACH NEW INDIVIDUALS AND
RENEW EXISTING RELATIONSHIPS WITH
PEOPLE. DAY OF ACTION GIVES YOUR COMMUNITY THE CHANCE TO GIVE, ADVOCATE,
AND VOLUNTEER AROUND KEY ISSUES IN
EDUCATION, INCOME, AND HEALTH.
AND AS A SYSTEM, BY PARTICIPATING IN DAY
OF ACTION ON JUNE 21ST, WE CAN SHOW OUR
COLLECTIVE STRENGTH AND BRING MORE
ATTENTION TO OUR IMPORTANT WORK.
UNITED WAYS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY
HAVE SHOWN ENORMOUS CREATIVITY IN
PLANNING THEIR DAY OF ACTION. ONE OF
THE SUCCESSFUL IDEAS – EXECUTED IN
MORE THAN 60 UNITED WAY COMMUNITIES IN 2009 – FOCUSES ON EDUCATION
IN A HIGHLY VISIBLE WAY THAT ALLOWS
MANY TO PARTICIPATE EASILY; A SCHOOL
SUPPLY DRIVE.
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United Way Day of Action is:
•
•
•
•
•

A call to action for individuals to give, advocate and volunteer
in issues related to education, income and health
An opportunity to send a clear message about United Way’s work
and its impact in the community
A chance to recruit more champions to the work – beyond the workplace
A chance to be part of something bigger – a nationwide movement for change
A chance to show the world what it means to LIVE UNITED

When it comes to getting ready for school, teachers say a pencil or a pen can make all the
difference between a student eventually graduating or dropping out. Kids often disconnect
because they don’t have adequate school supplies they need to learn and achieve.
The goal of a United Way school supply drive is to engage communities in helping at-risk youth get
the tools they need to learn and succeed in school. Collections are done over a specified period of
time and then brought to a central location for a “sorting & stuffing” event. Collections should be
in high-traffic locations throughout the community: city buildings, media sites, corporate sponsor
locations, schools, parks — anywhere to make it easy for people to donate.

Why do this in June?
•

Parents are still thinking about the school year.

•

In just a month or so after the national Day of Action, regardless of income,
parents will be making tough choices about what they can afford.

•

Back to school marketing starts in early July

•

Great visual, tangible program for the community

School supply collection is easy to understand, fun and rewarding. It generates enormous
enthusiasm for United Way’s work and creates a receptive environment for new and enhanced
relationships. And, as you’ll see within this toolkit, school supply drives are flexible and can be
tailored to your community.
Best of all, United Ways can leverage a Day of Action to gather supplies to send needy kids back to
school fully equipped to learn and can serve as an introductory activity for longer-term volunteer
commitments in education.
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Getting Started
A good place to start as you think about a United Way School Supply Drive is to know that there
is no “one way” to run the campaign. Whether you call it “Live United School Supply Drive,”
“Stuff the Bus*”, “Write from the Start”, “Project Fresh Start”, “S.O.S., Supply our Students”
or “Operation Backpack” thousands of school children across our system start school well
supplied thanks to our many donors and volunteers.
Some cities will use actual school busses to collect or deliver supplies. Others have provided
“pop up” school busses to businesses to collect the donated supplies on site. Still others let
the organization provide a box for collecting the supplies. Some supplies are donated in their
packages; others may want supplies to come already assembled in book bags. School supply
collections might kick-off June 21st, run for several weeks and then culminate in August when
school opens. Or the drive might end in mid-June, with volunteers assembling the supplies and
delivering them on June 21. Every community is different, and your school supply drive should
be tailored to your community’s resources and needs.
Here are the three basic steps to organizing a school supply drive:
• Begin with the end in mind. Ask the schools or the partner agencies that will receive the supplies what they need, when they need it, and how it should be packaged so that the supplies can
be stored and distributed easily. While you are at it, ask how they would like to be involved!
• Recruit Partners. Identify and recruit partners to serve as collection sites, supply sorters, transportation providers, etc.
• Execute:
{

Collect supplies. Make it easy to be involved. Provide the sites with what they need to promote the supply drive within their organization and collect the supplies

{

Sort supplies

{

Deliver supplies to schools or agencies who will provide them to children in need.

And of course, throughout, Spread the Word. Promote the supply drive to people outside of the
organization and drive traffic to the sites (online, too!) Position your school supply drive as an
“entry point” to impact education and then promote more ideas to broaden and deepen that
impact. Engage volunteers and students when appropriate for the pre-planning process. High
school students who need community service for graduation requirements and college students
are eager to fill this need!
Don’t forget to acquire contact information (e.g. home email addresses) from your volunteers to
enable your United Way to reach out to these individuals, both during and after the event. You
will need this information for any follow-up, to thank and to inform them of future opportunities.

*Stuff the Bus is a popular name for the school supply drive, but the name is not available for use in all communities.
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Step One: Begin with the End in Mind
Know the Beneficiary
Who will deliver the supplies directly to the children who need them?
Agencies? Schools? After school programs?
Know exactly who will benefit from the school supply drive and who will disseminate
the supplies. Make sure they know you are doing this and ask them how to get the
supplies to them. Ask the schools or the partner agencies that will receive the supplies
what they need, when they need it, and how it should be packaged so that the supplies
can be stored and distributed easily. While you are at it, ask how they would like to be
involved! Get lists of supplies from local schools. A suggested list appears on page 17.
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Step Two: Recruit Partners
Now that you know how many schools or agencies – and ideally how many
children — you’ll be collecting school supplies for, you’ll need to determine if all
the supplies should be collected in one place, or a variety of locations. Multiple
collection points potentially offer greater visibility and participation.
Let all your donors know about the school supply drive. Creating awareness broadly
will help plant the seeds of participation when you approach companies. Post
the event in online and print community calendars. Use this as an opportunity to
strengthen relationships with companies and as a “way in” to new companies.
Grow relationships with local companies to preserve or grow revenues.
Identify/cultivate new donors and volunteers – there are
so many ways for partners to be involved:
Local businesses/organizations
provide space to collect donations
Employees and customers
donate items

United Way
Provide the school bus and list of supplies
Local schools or after school programs
distribute supplies

Excellent volunteer opportunity
participation from local unions, school teachers and sponsors’ employees
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Corporate

United Way companies and local retailers can provide the space for collections, the employees to
donate supplies, visibility for the campaign, and other support. Contact businesses early and be
flexible as to how they can support the drive. If they say no to an in house supply drive, perhaps
they’d be willing to let employees assemble the supplies, or the company could underwrite some
of the publicity or other costs.

Ideas for Pitching Corporate Participation
• Emphasis on how many book bags a company can buy for the kids
• Corporate and media sponsorships extend the message and reach
• Value of sponsorship
{

Increase recognition of company’s commitment to volunteerism and to the community

{

Opportunity to engage community and company leadership

{

Leadership development and team building for employees

{

Enhance existing United Way campaign ownership by employees and excitement

{

Opportunity to promote how company and its employees LIVE UNITED

• Sponsor recognition and logo placement via: (specify what you can deliver, e.g.)
{

Print collateral: (specify: what, how many, where distributed; include t-shirts, team captain kits, flyers, brochures, etc.)

{

Signage – (specify: banners at kick-off and volunteer festival (if there is one), signs carried by participants,
signs hung up at United Way office, etc.)

{

Kick-off – (specify: e.g., company rep speaking from stage at kick-off site and volunteer festival, what else?)

{

Web site – (specify where and how on your Web site they’ll get recognized)

{

Media Appearances (specify if you have a media partner who will give you appearances; where, who when)

{

Sampling and information distribution at (specify: e.g., kick-off, volunteer festival)

{

Invitations to hospitality area for sponsor VIPs, government officials and community leaders

{

Category Exclusivity in a category (if you offer this)

{

Inclusion in advertising (if you have actual media inventory to promote the event & you can credit sponsors in
it; specify where & scope: print, TV, taxi, transit, etc.)

• Major Market suggested sponsorships levels:
{

Title or Presenting Status (only 1 company at this level): $75K

{

Lead (approx. 3 companies at this level): $25K

{

Supporting (approx. 6 companies at this level): $10K

{

Smaller Market Sponsorship Fee Ranges:

{

Title or Presenting Status (only 1 company at this level): $25-50K

{

Lead (approx. 3 companies at this level): $15k

{

Supporting (approx. 6 companies at this level): $7.5K

• In-kind sponsorship
{

Help drive traffic to event by tagging event in company’s advertising

{

Bus, school supplies, back-packs, refreshments for volunteers, amusements

Ideas for In Office Promotion
Office based businesses, e.g., law firms, real estate agencies, accounting firms, advertising agencies, all employ
parents who understand the value of school supplies. Here are ideas for promoting school supply drives in offices:
• Partner with HR department to create a competitive and office team-building event around Supply drive in the week
leading up to the Supply drive event
• Employees who donate school supplies receive a “Bus Pass” special opportunity, such as the opportunity to leave
work early, to come in one hour late the following week or a dress-down day, such as jeans day or flip flop day
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• Company matches school supply donations brought by employees with a corporate donation or cash or additional supplies
• Employee volunteer groups deliver supplies to United Way on
designated day to get recognition from United Way

Retail

Make Retail Location One-Stop-Shopping
for Supply Drive
• Promote purchase of school supplies in-store: end caps, shelftalkers, point-of-sale
• Offer coupon for customers who purchase school supplies for
donation

Amusement/Water Parks
bring in 3 school supplies, get a discount on
admission that day/week/month

• Retailer matches consumer purchases of school supplies

Parks Departments:

• Engage vendors to participate — match supplies purchased by
consumers
• Credited as co-sponsors of Supply drive event at that site

ask them to promote Day of Action when
promoting Park Department services/events/
camps

Make Participation Easy: Sell Pre-Stuffed Bags

Teachers and Labor Unions:

• Create pre-packaged bags of school supplies for consumers to
purchase at checkout
• Engage vendors to donate the supplies
• Explore if retailer can print special bags that say Supply drive and
feature your United Way’s logo alongside the company’s logo
• Charge fee to customers that will cover the costs of supplies plus
minimal donation to local United Way (e.g., $20-$25)
• For incremental donation to United Way on top of bag fee
(e.g., $5), customer receives a LIVE UNITED T-shirt
• Place near checkout lines, especially self checkout
• Set up a box (or a pop up school bus) to collect school
supplies at entry/exit

Volunteers

OTHER IDEAS:
FORGE NEW
PARTNERSHIPS

School supply drives can engage lots of volunteers in a
variety of tasks, from distributing promotional materials
to sorting and distributing supplies to students. Post
your opportunities on-line, and with your corporate and
community partners.

great way to get access to school buses and
teachers could be great volunteer base for
handing out information and distributing collection bins

Universities:
introduce school supply drive before school
gets out; try to speak to student council or
volunteer club; if there’s summer school, ask
them to promote to summer students

Transportation companies:
Can they help transport volunteers and supplies?

Have local school children decorate
collection boxes
Engage County Office of Education or
local delivery company for pick up of
collection bins

A key to successful volunteer recruitment is development of volunteer position descriptions. This will give a
clear purpose and expectation for each volunteer opportunity. Below are questions that may help you develop
your position descriptions:
• What are the goals and objectives of the job?
• What is the job title?
• What are the benefits to the volunteer?
• What are the hours required?
• When/where will the job be performed?
• Who does the volunteer report to?
• What are the specific tasks for the volunteer?
• What are the skills, personal attributes, or training required?
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Step Three: Execute
Collect, Sort and Deliver Supplies
Planning and execution of a school supply drive will happen organically: as you are identifying
partners, you’ll determine how to collect the supplies. As you recruit volunteers, the plans for a
“sort-a-thon” and delivery of supplies will take shape. Here are ideas to consider as you collect,
sort and deliver supplies, spreading the word and generating publicity as you go!
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Collect

Supplies can be collected in multiple locations, at one location with fun for the whole family, or both!
Engage multiple locations
• Run Supply drive events and collections at multiple locations in your city: stores, banks, restaurants, pharmacies,
grocers; public transportation centers
• Use same branded collection bins at all locations to increase recognition & awareness. Those who brand their
supply drive as “Stuff the Bus” have used pop up play tents that look like busses.
• Encourage each business to promote the opportunity to their employees and customers in the weeks leading up to
event
• Engage stores to create local promotional materials (signs, bag stuffers, table tents, counter signs) inviting the
public to participate
• United Way should offer to visit the receptacles during the drive to make sure they are filling, but not overflowing.
Remove and store excess supplies.

Make Supply Drive Event a Destination
• Engage a corporate partner to serve as a premier supply donation site
• Unique opportunity to engage summer time entertainment destinations, such as amusement parks, miniature golf
and movie theaters
• In addition to serving as a Supply drive drop off location, create festival-like atmosphere to keep consumers onsite (e.g., kids activities, carnival-like games)
• Engage corporate partner to offer special promotions to school supply donors, (e.g., special menu items, bounce
back coupons)
• Work together to engage local media to do on-site remotes
• Incorporate into existing events, especially company picnics and celebrations
• Engage local media to do on-site remote

“Collect” Supplies Online
• Offer a “sponsor a bag” online: $30 donation buys a book bag filled with school supplies and donor gets a LIVE
UNITED T-shirt; include information about the stuffing event in acknowledgement
• Use online giving site (such as Kintera or FirstGiving) to create fundraising promotion to Stuff a Virtual Box of Supplies; also could use social networking site like Facebook Causes
• Use a relatable number, e.g., $5 donation purchases 1 notebook, packet of pencils, 2 erasers, etc.
• Show the fundraising progress as a bus filling up
• Leverage social media to excite your network by sharing specific supply needs and rewarding donors with a LIVE
UNITED badge for their personal pages
• Send fundraising opportunity to all employees and/or customers on corporate partner’s email lists
• Drive traffic to fundraising site from company’s Web site
• Matching gift challenge: Company matches individuals’ donations; all donations go to purchasing supplies

Sort

A “sort-a-thon” to organize all the supplies is a great opportunity to engage volunteers in a Day of
Action as well as generate media coverage for the success of the supply drive.
After the supplies have been donated, United Way will make arrangements to pick them up or have
them delivered to a central location. Consider taking photos of mounds of supplies before they are
sorted into backpacks or in the way that the recipients have designated. See the timeline in the
following pages for ideas to consider as you plan your sort-a-thon.
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Deliver

Delivering the supplies, too, is a great way to engage volunteers and generate attention for the
success of the school supply drive. Engage transportation companies to help drive awareness
and deliver supplies, for example: public transportation agencies, cab companies, limousine
companies, and public transport. Other ideas:
• Use all partners to deliver backpacks
• Give “VIP” corporate volunteers the opportunity to ride in the limousines to deliver backpacks
• Engage public transportation partners to display PSAs on buses and allow employees to promote the event by
wearing Supply Drive T-shirts
• Offer free pick up of supplies through specially marked buses or limos during Day of Action event day

Promote

There are many ways to generate excitement and visibility throughout the Supply drive. There are
numerous examples of materials from successful United Way “Stuff the Bus” school supply drives
in the appendix of this toolkit. A few tips to consider:
• Is there a way to film/photo the pile of supplies, supplies being sorted, hundreds of backpacks filling a bus,
volunteers and children?
• Used social media to reach new audiences: Twitter, Facebook and local bloggers, especially “Mommy bloggers” to
spread messages
• Engage grantees as drop-off sites; send a school bus donated by the school district to the agencies on pick-up
day; have volunteers there ready to Supply drive; invite media to follow the bus route
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Timeline

Every school supply drive is different. Whatever form your school supply drive takes, this sample
timeline can help guide your collection and event planning from concept to celebration.

6-8 Weeks
• Identify potential community partners (companies,
retail businesses, agencies, chambers of commerce,
council on corporate volunteerism, faith-based groups,
colleges, labor unions) and others to:
• Receive and deliver school supply collections to children

2-4 Weeks
• Visit collection sites. Address any remaining questions
and concerns

Serve as collection or drop-off centers

• Recruit volunteers

Provide transportation and logistical support
Donate warehouse or parking lot space for an event

• Secure attendance of all dignitaries as needed for an
event’s agenda

Volunteer as Task Leaders to lead small groups
of volunteers

• Draft or secure talking points for dignitaries to include
in the run of show document

Help promote the project, e.g., media, publicity
volunteers

• Brief dignitaries, task leaders, agency partners on the
run of show and solicit feedback

• Create a list (in a database, or in Excel) with
information on all partners, including: name,
address, contact name(s), phone, e-mail address,
category, website, notes
• Schedule face-to-face or phone meetings to discuss
a project ideas. Determine next steps for each
partner (their role, time commitment, how to manage
collection of supplies).

4-6 Weeks

• Finalize task lists and make sure all project leaders are
comfortable with scope of work
• Establish contingency plans in case of inclement weather, too few or too many volunteers, and any other problems that can be anticipated
• Communicate project details to volunteers

1-2 Weeks
• Confirm all final details
• Finalize contact list

• Brief other United Way staff on all aspects of the project
and involve them in any further planning and preparation

• Exchange cell phone numbers with all key contacts

• Schedule post-event meeting, to ensure that project
leaders are available to debrief and attend to follow
up tasks

• Confirm ample trash containers and recycle bins with
bin liners

• Make a contact list to carry with you during the project

• Draft agenda for the day of an event

• Make sure you will have tables and chairs for all project
stations (registration, refreshments, media center, etc.)

• Notify your marketing & communication departments
for PR/media plan

• Review contingency plans and safety/emergency plans

Discuss documentation (photos, video) of an event
Recruit a volunteer photographer if possible
Verify need for photo a release form; identify “keeper of the forms”
• Order event t-shirts, signage or other collateral as
needed
• Plan any transportation, catering and other logistics
needed (be sure you communicate with volunteers if
they are expected to bring their own refreshments)
• Outline a safety/emergency plan
Assign a safety point person for the day of the event
Compile your volunteers’ emergency contact
information
Know the location of the nearest first-aid kit and
hospital
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Be sure you have a phone and the physical address
of the event site in case you need to call 9-1-1

• Finalize the run of show and talking points
• Confirm materials needed will be on site
• Conduct final communication with volunteers
• Pack a “project kit” to include things such as:
First-aid kit
Sign-in sheets
Waivers
Signage and banners
Name tags
Pens, markers
Tape
Poster board
Rope/bungee cords
Clipboards
Sun block
Camera
Bug spray
Extra paper/card stock/poster board
Flyers about the next project
CD player or music to create a fun,
energizing atmosphere

Sort-A-Thon, Delivery, and Other Events
• Wear your project or LIVE UNITED T-shirt
• Review the day’s activities
• Confirm your task and project priority list
• Deliver any final supplies and materials to the site
• Arrive at the project site at least one hour early to prepare; volunteers often arrive early; enlist them to help
with set up
• If a recipient agency will be present, meet the contacts
and make sure they are prepared to give a brief overview of their organization and how the school supplies
will benefit the children
• Unpack supplies and make other materials are ready
• Have all materials ready and waiting at the location
where a particular task will take place
• Take “before” photos
• Arrange any handouts, name tags, and volunteer signin sheets
• Post any necessary signs to welcome and direct
volunteers
• Designate stations for tools, refreshments, first aid, etc

• Be organized and delegate work to volunteers
• Keep the project on schedule
• HAVE FUN and encourage volunteers to enjoy
themselves while serving
• Be a public relations agent with volunteers, agency
contact, and the community
• Take pictures
• If the volunteers take a lunch/snack break,
encourage volunteers to interact with each other,
especially people they may not know. Take this time
to give an update on the day’s progress and go over
the schedule for the rest of the day.
• Thank volunteers

Before the End of the Event
• Start clean-up efforts at least 30 minutes before the
scheduled end of the project
• Encourage volunteers to help with cleaning up the area
• Thank volunteers
• CELEBRATE!

Before You Leave the Event

Start the Event

• Take “after” photos

• Welcome volunteers

• Have a final debrief with the agency contact

• Ask volunteers to sign in, fill out any necessary forms
(such as liability waivers, photo release, emergency
contact) and take a name tag

• Survey the site to make sure you are leaving it better
than you found it

• Gather volunteers together to thank them for participating; introduce yourself and project partners
• Give a brief orientation, including an overview of the
project, its importance. Talk about Education Income
and Health and how this is part of education.
• Ask the agency contact to spend a few moments
talking about the mission and history of the
organization and how the project will affect the
community, agency and the people you are serving
• Go over the agenda for the day, the schedule and tasks
• Review safety procedures
• Assign tasks; describe the task to be completed
• Introduce the task leader (or assign leaders if necessary)
• Assign volunteers to the different work areas,
making sure that each task has the correct number of
volunteers and that each volunteer feels comfortable
and prepared to complete the task

Throughout the Event
• Be a leader!
• Know your outcome and convey it to the volunteers

• Make sure all the trash is picked up, lights are turned
off, etc
• Assess any follow-up work that is needed

Immediately After the Event/
End of the Supply Drive
• Hold a follow-up meeting with project leaders for the
next week
• Assess work completed
• Complete an evaluation
• Gather and record any anecdotal evaluation (i.e.,
stories shared during reflection, observations made
during the project)
• Post stories and photos on the website and share
with partners, the press
• Confirm project attendance and calculate total
volunteer hours contributed
• Determine if the needs were met; if there are any unmet
needs, discuss how and when they will be addressed
• Identify how to improve the project next time
• Send follow-up correspondence to volunteers and/or
host a recognition event for them

15

Sample Checklists for Sort-A-Thon, School Supply Delivery Or Other Event

Scheduling
T Do you have a printed schedule for the event?

T What is the plan in case of bad weather?

T Have you assigned volunteers to serve as task
leaders to work with specific parts of the event?

T Do volunteers know how to find out about a change
in plans?

T Has time been allotted for set up, breaks, lunch,
clean-up, reflection and evaluation?

T Do you have a way to contact volunteers in case of
an emergency?

T Are volunteers aware of their scheduled volunteer
time?

Access to event site
T Do volunteers have directions to the event?
T Is the project site accessible to people with
disabilities?
T If the site is normally closed/secured, who will be
available to provide access?
T Is there a place where volunteers can put personal
belongings?
T Where should volunteers park?
T Do you have a way to tell volunteers where to park
(sign, other volunteers to direct traffic)

Registration
T Has an area been designated for volunteer check-in?
T Have registration forms been created and printed?
T Do you have writing utensils?
T Do you have volunteer name tags?
T Do you have volunteers to manage registration?
T Have they been trained on how to sign in
volunteers?
T Do volunteers know whom to contact in case of a
cancellation/emergency?
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Contingency Plans

Safety and Comfort
T Are there first-aid kits, a water station, phones, as
well as volunteer safety accessories on-site?
T If there will be traffic of donors dropping off
supplies, do you have traffic control so no one gets
run over?
T If children are volunteering, have you ensured their
parents or guardians are there with them?
T Do volunteers know how they should dress for the
project?

Is there:
T A food/beverage station?
T A specific place for volunteers to eat/drink or can it
be anywhere on site?
T A volunteer who will help distribute the food/drinks
and who will monitor food/beverages and get more
if necessary?
T A plan to ensure that volunteers get breaks?

Suggested School Supplies

Check with your local school district to confirm supplies.
In general these are the most requested:
#2 Pencils
Art supplies
Backpacks
Blunt tip scissors
Colored pencils
Coloring books

Construction paper
Chalk
Crayons
Erasers
Folders
Glue sticks

Lunch boxes
Markers
Notebooks
Notebook paper
Pencil boxes
Puzzles

Rulers
Writing tablets
Watercolor paints

In general, packing back packs by school level would include the following:
High School
Backpacks

Middle School
Backpacks

Elementary
Backpacks

Kindergarten
Backpacks

Binders filled with paper
and dividers

Binders filled with paper
and dividers

Binder filled with paper
and dividers

2 pens

Calculator

1 or 2 spiral notebooks

Ruler

Crayons

Ruler

Ruler

At least 2 pens

Pencil sharpener

At least 4 Pens

Calculator

At least 2 pencils

2 or 3 folders

At least 4 Pencils

At least 4 pens

Erasers

2 spiral notebooks

At least 4 pencils

Crayons, colored pencils
or makers

1 composition book

Pencil sharpener

Colored pencils

Colored pencils or
makers

Books

Pencil sharpener

Books

2 pencils

Books

Folders

Calculator
Books

Additional supplies that are always needed:
Antibacterial liquid soap
Disinfecting wipes
Hand sanitizer
Tissues
Paper towels
Pencil sharpener with receptacle
Composition Books
Index Cards
Ziploc bags (quart or gallon size)
Sports equipment is also a huge need for most schools. Check with your local district to determine what items
are most needed that you could add to your donor appeal.
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Appendix:

Sample Materials
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Appendix: Sample Recruitment Forms & Flyers
+HOS8QLWHG:D\
United Way of San Luis Obispo County is proud to announce the first

Stuff the School Bus school supplies drive for local elementary students.
Suggested School Supplies
#2 Pencils
Art Supplies
Backpacks
Blunt Tip Scissors
Colored Pencils
Coloring Books
Construction Paper

Chalk
Crayons
Erasers
Folders
Glue Sticks
Lunch Boxes
Markers

Notebooks
Notebook Paper
Pencil Boxes
Puzzles
Rulers
Writing Tablets
Watercolor Paints

Donations of school supplies will be accepted August 10th - 22nd at various locations (see below).

 YES! We are interested in hosting a collection site for our employees, clients, and the public to
drop off items from August 10th – 21st. Please send us collection boxes and shopping lists.

Please select one:

ZLWKVFKRROVXSSOLHV

 We will drop off our items at United Way, Monday 8/17 through Thursday 8/20 between
9:00 am and 4:00 pm. (United Way is located in downtown SLO at 1288 Morro Street).
 We will Stuff the School Bus with our collected items on Saturday 8/22 from
12:00 pm to 4:00 pm at one of these designated locations:

6HQG6/2&RXQW\NLGVEDFNWRVFKRROZLWKHYHU\WKLQJ
WKH\QHHGWRVXFFHHG
3XUFKDVHLWHPVIURPWKHZLVKOLVWDQGEULQJWKHP+(5(IURP$XJXVW
8QLWHG:D\RI6DQ/XLV2ELVSR&RXQW\ZLOOFROOHFWGRQDWLRQV
DQGGLVWULEXWHWKHPWRHOHPHQWDU\VFKRROVDFURVVWKHFRXQW\

Target ā 2305 Theatre Drive, Paso Robles
Office Max ā 1520 Froom Ranch Way, San Luis Obispo
Wal Mart ā 1168 W. Branch Street, Arroyo Grande

United Wa

Please return to the United Way office by /.

y will be stu
ffing the big
August 22
from 12 p.m yellow school buses
Target Â 23
. to 4 p.m.
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Drive, Paso at:
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Wal Mart Â
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Phone (805) 541-1234 Â Fax (805) 543-5317 Â info@unitedwayslo.org Â www.unitedwayslo.org

w w w . u n i t e d w a y s l o. o r g

Business Name: ________________________________________________________________
Contact Person: ____________________________ Phone: ______________________________
Address: _________________________________ Email: ______________________________

Help the Grove City Area United Way
Saturday, August 1st
9:00 4:00 at County Market
12:00 4:00 at Grove City Wal-Mart

12:00

Saturday, August 8th
4:00 at Grove City Wal-Mart

The Grove City Area United Way will once again hold their Stuff the
Bus drive and [name of church or business] has been asked to help in
the mission. The purpose of the drive is to obtain new school supplies
and clothing (all sizes) for children in need that reside within the
Grove City Area School District community. The drive will be held
August 1st and 8th. If you would like to participate, please bring your
donation to the locations listed above and it will be delivered to the
United Way. Thank you for your support!

+HUHDUHVRPHLGHDV

%DFNSDFNV /XQFK%R[HV 7KUHHULQJELQGHUV
3RUWIROLRV
1RWHERRNV
3HQFLOV
3HQFLO%R[HV&UD\RQV 
5XOHUV
&DOFXODWRUV 0DUNHUV (UDVHUV
6FLVVRUV
3URWUDFWRUV
*OXH6WLFNV
3HQV 
%RRN&RYHUV &RORUHG3HQFLOV
3HQFLO6KDUSHQHUV

&DVKGRQDWLRQVDQG:DOPDUWJLIWFDUGVDOVRDFFHSWHG
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Appendix: Sample Flyers
+HUH·V\RXUFKDQFHWR

LIVE UNITED E\KHOSLQJXV«
TM

the

Stuff Bus!

the

Stuff Bus!
STOP

STOP

:LVK/LVW

1(:632576(48,30(1721/<3/($6(
'DUWVPDJQHWLFGDUWERDUG

3DGGOHWHQQLVVHW UDFNHWVDQGEDOO

6SDOGLQJLQGRRURXWGRRU
 EDVNHWEDOOVHW

+RUVHVKRHVHW

%DVHEDOOVVRIWEDOOVJORYHVPLWWV
 EDWVVKRHV

%RFFHEDOOV

)RRWEDOOVMHUVH\V

:KDW2QFHDJDLQ8QLWHG:D\RI6DQ'LHJR&RXQW\ZLOOSDUWQHUZLWKWKH&KLOG$EXVH3UHYHQWLRQ)RXQGDWLRQ

WRVWULNHRXWWKHVDGQHVVDPRQJWKHFKLOGUHQZKRHDFK\HDUDUHDEXVHGDQGQHJOHFWHGLQRXUFRXQW\
:H¶OOKLWWKHURDGZLWKRXUVXSSRUWLQJSOD\HUV -XQLRU6HDX)RXQGDWLRQ6SRUW&KDOHWDQG&%6.)0%79 DQG
ORFDOYROXQWHHUVIRU³6WXIIWKH%XV´±DGRQDWLRQGULYHWRFROOHFWSLHFHVRI1(:632576(48,30(17
IRURXUFRPPXQLW\¶VFKLOGUHQLQQHHG

:K\"%HFDXVHLW¶VWRRPDQ\+HOSWKHVHFKLOGUHQFRQQHFWZLWKVSRUWVVWD\¿WDQG
EXLOGDEHWWHUVHQVHRIVHOI7KURXJK\RXUGRQDWLRQVWKH\¶OOKDYHDFFHVVWRWKHVDPHKHDOWKDQG¿WQHVVMR\VDV
RWKHUFKLOGUHQZKLOHOHDUQLQJHVVHQWLDOVRFLDOVNLOOVOLNHWHDPEXLOGLQJ
:KHQ :KHUH2Q7KXUVGD\0D\RXU³/,9(81,7('´VFKRROEXVKROGVFRXUWLQ6SRUW&KDOHW¶V

0LVVLRQ9DOOH\VWRUHSDUNLQJORWUHDG\IRUVWXI¿QJ%XWDOOIRXU6SRUW&KDOHWVZLOOSDUWLFLSDWHLQWKHFROOHFWLRQ
IURPDPWRSP)LQGWKHORFDWLRQQHDUHVW\RX


0LGZD\'U6SRUWV$UHQD



&DPLQR'HO5LR10LVVLRQ9DOOH\



/D-ROOD9LOODJH'U'/D-ROOD



6RXWK/DV3RVDV'U6DQ0DUFRV

PROJECT
FRESH START

(715)341-6740
or simply dial 2-1-1
(Some cellular customers may need to dial 1-800-922-5590).

www.unitedwaypoco.org

)RRVEDOOWDEOH
6NDWHERDUGNQHHSDGVZULVW
 JXDUGVKHOPHWV

Book Bags or Backpacks
12” Metric/English Rulers
Crayola Crayons 16, 24, 48 ct.
Pencil Cap Erasers
Fine Line Black Markers
Pencil Boxes & Pencil
Pouches with Zippers
Red Pens and Pencils
Hand-held Pencil
Sharpeners
Dry Erase Markers Fine Point
#2 Pencils with Erasers
Single Subject Spiral
Notebooks - Wide line

5ROOHUEODGHVJORYHVKHOPHWV
 NQHHJXDUGV
([HUFLVH¿WQHVV\RJDPDWV
 \RJDEDOOV
:LLVSRUW
9ROOH\EDOOYROOH\EDOOQHWV
 NQHHJXDUGV
&KHHUOHDGLQJIRRWZHDUDSSDUHO

%RZOLQJEDOOVKRHVJORYHV

)ULVEHHV

)LVKLQJSROH

-XPSURSHV

:DNHERDUGLQJZHWVXLWV

&KDON

6QRZERDUGVJORYHV

7UDPSROLQH

5ROOHUEODGHVKHOPHWNQHHSDGV

+XODKRRSV

+RFNH\VNDWHV¿JXUHVNDWHV

%RXQF\EDOOVIRXUVTXDUHEDOOV

7DEOHWHQQLVWDEOHSDGGOHWDEOH
 WHQQLVEDOOV

1HUIJXQV1HUIEDOOV
5HXVHDEOHZDWHUERWWOHVVSRUWLQJ
 GXIIHOEDJVYLVRUV

Stuf f t he Bus Campaign

August 22, 2009
Stevens Point

August 27, 2009
Almond-Bancroft

8QLWHG:D\RI0DULRQ&RXQW\LVDVNLQJ0DULRQ&RXQW\UHVLGHQWVWRKHOSWKHPVWXIID
EXVIXOORIVFKRROVXSSOLHVWRKHOSNLGVOHDUQ7KH³6WXIIWKH%XV´FDPSDLJQLVMXVWRQH
SDUWRI8QLWHG:D\RI0DULRQ&RXQW\¶VHGXFDWLRQLQLWLDWLYH
6FKRROVXSSOLHVZLOOEHFROOHFWHGDW\RXUEXVLQHVVRUJDQL]DWLRQRQ

What’s Needed:

5x7 Thick Notebooks

Or visit our website:

6RFFHUEDOOVJORYHVMHUVH\V
 FOHDWV

%DGPLQWRQUDFNHWQHW
 VKXWWOHFRFNV

A Project to Help Students Get Needed School Supplies
STUFF THE TRUCK-Drop off supplies at the
LIVE UNITED semi-trailer Aug. 14-20 or any
other official drop site.
Check out the website to see where the
trailer will be each day or find a complete list
of drop site partners.

%DVNHWEDOOVEDVNHWEDOOQHWV
 MHUVH\V

&URTXHWVHW

Highlighters
Calculators

'DWHV

Scissors - Fiskars
Colored Markers Wide-tip & Washable
3x5 Blank Index Cards
Toothpaste/Tooth Brushes
Protractors
Compasses
Bottom Pocket Folders
1” 3-ring Binders
Blue & Black Pens

Loose Leaf Notebook
Paper - Wide line

Colored Pencils

Scotch Tape

School Glue/Glue Sticks

6FKRROVXSSOLHVQHHGHGLQFOXGH
Â
Â
Â
Â
Â
Â
Â
Â
Â
Â
Â
Â
Â
Â
Â
Â

FRXQW&UD\RODFUD\RQV
FRXQW&UD\RODFUD\RQV
FRXQW&UD\RODZDVKDEOHPDUNHUV
SHQFLOVER[RIFRORUHGSHQFLOV
3ODVWLFFUD\RQSHQFLOER[
3LQNHUDVHUV
<HOORZKLJKOLJKWHU
)LVNDUVVFLVVRUV
R](OPHU¶VZKLWHVFKRROJOXH
R](OPHU¶VZKLWHVFKRROJOXH
6SLUDOQRWHERRNV
1RWHERRNSDSHU
[ZKLWHGUDZLQJSDSHU
7ZRSRFNHWIROGHUV
ULQJELQGHUV
´UXOHU FHQWLPHWHUVLQFKHV

8QLWHG:D\RI0DULRQ&RXQW\LVZRUNLQJWRDGYDQFHWKHFRPPRQJRRGE\IRFXVLQJRQ
HGXFDWLRQLQFRPHDQGKHDOWK7KHVHDUHWKHEXLOGLQJEORFNVIRUDJRRGOLIH±DTXDOLW\
HGXFDWLRQWKDWOHDGVWRDVWDEOHMREHQRXJKLQFRPHWRVXSSRUWDIDPLO\WKURXJKUHWLUHPHQW
DQGJRRGKHDOWK
Project Fresh Start volunteers needed. Visit www.volunteersrock.org to learn about opportunities and to sign up.
Are you looking to sign up for Project Fresh Start? Learn more at www.unitedwaypoco.org or simply dial 2-1-1
United Way

Volunteer Center
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Appendix: Sample Flyers
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June Day of Action: Education

6WXIIWKH%XV
Schools start back sooner than you think!
Gather supplies now to send needy kids back fully equipped to learn.
Join us for the national Day of Action as we STUFF THE BUS with school supplies for
children and teens served through over 40 United Way partner agencies!

Three Ways YOU Can LIVE UNITED:

 Donate school supplies, conduct a supply drive, or donate money to purchase supplies.
Make a $20+ online donation and get a LIVE UNITED T-shirt in the mail.

s ,ET US KNOW YOUR PLANS TO CONDUCT A DRIVE BY EMAILING VOLUNTEER UNITEDWAYNASHVILLEORG
s 3CHOOL SUPPLIES SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO 5NITED 7AYS OFlCE AT
 6ENTURE #IRCLE .ASHVILLE 4. 
NO LATER THAN 7EDNESDAY *UNE 

hŶŝƚĞĚtĂǇŽĨDĞƚƌŽƉŽůŝƚĂŶEĂƐŚǀŝůůĞ
:ƵŶĞĂǇŽĨĐƚŝŽŶ͗hd/KE

^dh&&d,h^


ϮϬϴǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ

KǀĞƌ

ƵŶŝƚĞĚƚŽŵĂŬĞĂ
ĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ

ϭϱ͕ϬϬϬƐĐŚŽŽů

ƐƵƉƉůǇŝƚĞŵƐĚŽŶĂƚĞĚ

 Volunteer for the school supply sort-a-thon!
4HURSDAY *UNE  
 n  PM
5NITED 7AY OF -ETROPOLITAN .ASHVILLE
 6ENTURE #IRCLE .ASHVILLE 4. 

ϭ͕ϬϱϬĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĂŶĚ
ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐŝŶƚŚĞEĂƐŚǀŝůůĞ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚĂ
ďĂĐŬƉĂĐŬƐƚƵĨĨĞĚǁŝƚŚ
ƐĐŚŽŽůƐƵƉƉůŝĞƐ

 Volunteer to deliver supplies to partner agencies!

Join the Nashville Predators’ team mascot, Gnash,
as he partners up with us for deliveries.
&RIDAY *UNE  
 n  PM
-EET AT 5NITED 7AY OF -ETROPOLITAN .ASHVILLE
 6ENTURE #IRCLE .ASHVILLE 4. 

^ƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚďǇ

For more details, to donate, and to RSVP for your seat on
the bus, visit www.unitedwaynashville.org/dayofaction.

ϳϰůŽĐĂů

ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞƐĂŶĚŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƚŝŽŶƐ

KǀĞƌ

ϰϯϬŚŽƵƌƐŽĨ

ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƚŝŵĞĚŽŶĂƚĞĚ

Questions? Contact Melanie Shinbaum at
volunteer@unitedwaynashville.org. or 780-2408.
Wish List Items:
0ENCILS
0ENS
0RIMARY SCHOOL TABLETSPAPER
.OTEBOOK PAPER
3PIRAL NOTEBOOKS
BOTH SINGLE SUBJECT AND  SUBJECT
0OCKET FOLDERS
 RING BINDERS
-ARKERS
#OLORED PENCILS
3CHOOL GLUEGLUE STICKS
3CISSORS
(IGHLIGHTERS
2ULERS

"ACKPACKS NO WHEELS PLEASE
'RAPH PAPER
0ENCIL POUCHBOX
%RASERS

LIVE UNITED

6WXII
WKH%XV

ůŝĞŶƚƐĨƌŽŵ

ϰϮƉĂƌƚŶĞƌ

ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐďĞŶĞĨŝƚƚĞĚ

dŚĂŶŬƐƚŽŽƵƌ^ƚƵĨĨƚŚĞƵƐ^ƵƉƉŽƌƚĞƌƐ͗

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.

LIVE UNITED

™

&ŽƌŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶĂďŽƵƚĂǇŽĨĐƚŝŽŶ͕
ǀŝƐŝƚǁǁǁ͘ƵŶŝƚĞĚǁĂǇŶĂƐŚǀŝůůĞ͘ŽƌŐͬĚĂǇŽĨĂĐƚŝŽŶ
ŽƌĞŵĂŝůǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌΛƵŶŝƚĞĚǁĂǇŶĂƐŚǀŝůůĞ͘ŽƌŐ͘
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LIVE UNITED

.

TM

Appendix: Sample Postcard & Certificate

HOW
TO
LIVE UNITED IN

PHILADELPHIA.
STUFF THE BUS
FOR HOMELESS KIDS.
SEND THEM BACK TO
SCHOOL WITH A SMILE.
GIVE A NOTEBOOK.
GIVE A PENCIL. GIVE
ONCE. GIVE TWICE.
GIVE ALL SUMMER LONG.

REACH OUT A HAND TO
ONE AND INFLUENCE
THE CONDITION OF ALL.

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.

LIVE UNITED

TM

Want to make a difference, be part of STUFF THE BUS. Drop off school supplies at the
locations listed on the back of this card, or visit, liveunitedphilly.org and sponsor a book bag.
That’s what it means to Live United.

PLEASE DROP OFF YOUR DONATED SCHOOL
SUPPLIES AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

ON JUNE 21ST ONLY
COFFEE SHOP
100 22nd Street • Philadelphia, PA 19130
OTHER COFFEE SHOP
101 7th Street • Philadelphia, PA 19130

JUNE 21ST – SEPTEMBER ?
UNITED WAY OF SOUTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
7 Benjamin Franklin Parkway • Philadelphia, PA 19130
OTHER PLACE TO GIVE
201 Market Street • Philadelphia, PA 19130

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
www.liveunitedphilly.org
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Appendix: Sample Recruitment Email
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Appendix: Sample Thank You Emails

We just wanted to say... THANKS!
You, along with other volunteers in our community,came together to hold school supply drives, sort items, stuff backpacks
and make deliveries.
Take a minute to see how your hard work for STUFF THE BUS has
paid off for children in Nashville.

STUFF THE BUS:
RESULTS YOU CAN BE PROUD OF...

1,050

children and families in the Nashville

community received a backpack stuffed with school supplies

distributed by

42 United Way partner agencies.

208
15,000
74

volunteers united together and donated

430 hours of volunteer time in only two days.
More than

school supply items

were donated for STUFF THE BUS.

local companies and organizations came together to

support children in our community.
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Appendix: Photo Release

Release for use of name,
likeness and photograph

I hereby grant _________________________________ and its respective subsidiaries, affiliates,
successors and assigns and other such persons as _________________________________ may
designate from time to time, the absolute right and permission to use in perpetuity my name,
likeness and photograph(s), in whole or in part, or distorted in character or form, either alone or accompanied by other material, throughout the world, for the purpose of advertising, publicity, trade
or any other lawful purpose whatsoever, in any media now known or ever developed. I hereby waive
all my rights to inspect and approve the finished product, its use or such written or spoken copy as
may be used in connection therewith.
I agree that I will not hold _________________________________ or anyone who receives
permission from it, responsible for any liability resulting from the use of my name, likeness and
photograph(s) in accordance with the terms hereof and agree to waive and release any such
claims, including any distortion, optical illusion or faulty reproduction which may occur in the
finished product, which might be challenged as being a misrepresentation of me, my character or
my person, as well as any claim that use of such photograph constitutes an invasion of privacy.
I am over 18 years of age and have the right to make this agreement.

SIGNATURE

DATE

PRINT NAME

ADDRESS

IF SIGNATORY IS UNDER 18, THE PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN SHOULD DELETE THE LAST SENTENCE ABOVE AND SIGN BELOW.

I, as parent/legal guardian of_______________________________, agree to the above and I sign
this document to signify my agreement.

SIGNATURE
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Appendix: Liability Waiver

Liability Waiver Form

PRINT NAME

ADDRESS

To the best of my knowledge, I am in good physical condition and fully able to participate in
this program. I am fully aware of the risks and hazards connected with the participation in
this event, including physical injury or even death, and herby elect to voluntarily participate in
said event, knowing that the associated living arrangement may be hazardous to me and my
property. I VOLUNTARILY ASSUME FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY RISKS OR LOSS, PROPERTY
DAMAGE, OR PERSONAL INJURY, INCLUDING DEATH, that may be sustained by me, or loss or
damage to property owned by me, as a result of participation in this program.
I hereby RELEASE, WAIVE, DISCHARGE, AND COVENANT NOT TO SUE, _______________________
and staff (hereinafter referred to as RELEASEES) from any and all liability, claims, demands,
actions and causes of action whatsoever arising out of or related to any loss, damage, or injury,
including death, that may be sustained by me, or to any property belonging to me, while participating in any aspect of ______________________ programs to be conducted. It is my expressed
intent that this release and hold harmless agreement shall bind the members of my family and or
closest relative if I am alive, and my heirs, assigns and personal representative, if I am deceased,
and shall be deemed as a RELEASE, WAIVE, DISCHARGE, and CONVENTION TO SUE the above
named RELEASEES. I hereby further agree that this Waiver of Liability and Hold Harmless Agreement shall be constructed in accordance with the laws of the State of _______________________.
In signing this release, I acknowledge and represent that I HAVE READ THE FORGOING Waiver of
Liability and Hold Harmless Agreement, UNDERSTAND IT AND SIGN IT VOLUNTARILY as my own
free act and deed; no oral representations, statements or inducements, apart from the foregoing written agreements have been made; and I EXECUTE THIS RELEASE FOR FULL, ADEQUATE
AND COMPLETE CONSIDERATION FULLY INTENDING TO BE BOUND BY SAME.

SIGNATURE

PRINT NAME

DATE

(UNITED WAY AGENCY NAME)

PARENT’S SIGNATURE (IF UNDER 18)

PARENT’S PRINT NAME

DATE
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Appendix: Media Advisory

Media Advisory
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

UNITED WAY DELIVERS SCHOOL SUPPLIES TO HOMELESS KIDS
WHAT: United Way has spent the entire summer collecting school supplies for their Stuff the Bus project. The goal of
Stuff the Bus is to stuff 2,500 bookbags and deliver them to homeless children in over 40 shelters in the region. On Tuesday, August 19th, a fleet of school buses will be stuffed with bookbags and then dispatched to shelters in the four county
region we serve, Philadelphia, Chester, Montgomery and Delaware Counties, where volunteers will deliver the bags to
homeless students.
WHY: There are currently over 5,000 students living in homeless shelters in Southeastern Pennsylvania. United Way
believes that advancing the common good means creating opportunities for a better life for all. And it all begins with
preparing children to succeed in school.
WHO:

Jill Michal, Interim President and CEO of United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania will be available for interviews.

WHEN: Tuesday, August 19, 2008
9:30 – 10:00 am: Buses are filled with school supplies
10:00 am: Buses depart for Stenton Family Manor.
10:30 am: The bus arrives at Stenton Family Manor and bags are distributed.
WHERE: United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania Buses will be parked on Race Street between 17th & 18th Street
Shelter Drop -off location***: Stenton Family Manor
1300 E. Tulpehocken Street
Philadelphia, PA 19138
***Regional shelter locations are available to photo opportunities. Please call for details.
***MEDIA IS INVITED TO ATTEND***
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Emily E. RosenBerg:
w. 215-665-2509
c. 215-906-6310
emilyr@uwsepa.org
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Appendix: Press Release

For Immediate Release

Media Contact:
Emily E. RosenBerg
W: 215-665-2509
C: 215-906-6310
emilyr@uwsepa.org

United Way
of Southeastern Pennsylvania

UNITED WAY’S STUFF THE BUS PROJECT HELPS HOMELESS KIDS IN THE REGION
(Philadelphia, PA) United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania wants homeless children in
Philadelphia, Chester, Montgomery and Delaware Counties to start the school year off with
everything they need to succeed. Now in its second year, United Way’s “Stuff the Bus” project
exceeded their goal of delivering 2,000 bookbags full of school supplies to children living in 40
shelters in Philadelphia, Delaware, Chester and Montgomery counties.
In addition to a generous sponsorship by Tyco Electronics, United Way looked to members of
the community, employees at local business and workers from labor organizations to help
make Stuff the Bus a reality by donating school supplies. Originally, United Way had hoped to
fill 2,000 bags. However, due to a tremendous outpouring of generosity from the community,
they were able to stuff and deliver 2,500 bags.
“Advancing the common good involves creating opportunities for a better life for all. By providing these students with the necessary supplies, we can send them to school better prepared to
succeed and steer them towards the path that leads to high school graduation,” said Jill Michal,
Interim President and CEO, United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania.
In a report recently released by the People’s Emergency Center analyzing the services of the
School District of Philadelphia’s Homeless Children’s Initiative, it was noted that the estimated
5,000 homeless children who are served by the School District are at greater risk of academic
failure and may never catch up to their peers, resulting in fewer opportunities to grow into
independent, self-sustaining young adults. As a group, homeless students may fuel the crisis of
high rates of school drop-outs, teen pregnancy, and juvenile delinquency. While these children
represent less than 3 percent of the School District’s total enrollment, efforts should be made
to help them now rather than later.
For more information on how to give, advocate or volunteer for United Way’s Stuff the Bus project, or to sponsor a bookbag online visit: www.liveunitedphilly.org
United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania
Founded in 1921 by the business community, United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania improves people’s lives by mobilizing the caring power of donors, volunteers and communities.
United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania is one of the region’s largest non-profit organizations
and one of approximately 1,300 affiliated United Ways
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We want to thank the following United Ways for their
contributions to this toolkit. With their help and experience,
we are able to share best practices, tools and resources to
help make your events successful.
Grove City Area United Way
North Penn United Way
United Way of Asheville and Buncombe County
United Way of the Bay Area
United Way of Central New Jersey
United Way of Mahaska County
United Way of Marion County
United Way of Metropolitan Nashville
United Way of Northwest Arkansas
United Way of Portage County
United Way of San Diego County
United Way of San Luis Obispo County
United Way of Somerset County
United Way of Santa Cruz County
United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania
United Way of Wyandotte County
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We want to also congratulate United Ways in the following
cities for their successful school supply collection projects.
Whether you call it “Stuff the Bus”, “Write from the Start”,
“Project Fresh Start”, “S.O.S., Supply our Students” or
“Operation Backpack” thousands of school children across
our system start school well supplied thanks to our many
donors and volunteers.
Guntersville
Fort Smith
Lowell
Mesa
San Diego
San Francisco
San Luis Obispo
Santa Cruz
Weld County
Stuart
Volusia-Flagler
Counties
Brunswick
Dalton
Forsyth County
Gainesville
Honolulu
Oskaloosa
Mt. Vernon
Albion
Bedford
Kansas City

AL
AR
AR
AZ
CA
CA
CA
CA
CO
FL
FL
GA
GA
GA
GA
HI
IA
IL
IN
IN
KS

For more information on
Volunteer Engagement efforts,
please contact:
Mei Cobb
Vice President
Volunteer & Employee Engagement
mei.cobb@unitedway.org

East Lansing
Grand Rapids
Marshall
Rochester
St. Joseph
Asheville
Charlotte
Murphy
Roxboro
Beatrice
Bridgewater
Middletown
Alamogordo
Albuquerque
Carlsbad
Hobbs
Fulton
Norwich
Syracuse
Cincinnati
Marion
Medina County

MI
MI
MN
MN
MO
NC
NC
NC
NC
NE
NJ
NJ
NM
NM
NM
NM
NY
NY
NY
OH
OH
OH

Oklahoma City
Altoona
Grove City
Hatfield
Huntingdon
Philadelphia
Pottsville
Waynesburg
Florence
Greenville
Nashville
Winchester
Corpus Christi
Gainesville
Texarkana
Harrisonburg
South Burlington
Stevens Point
Wisconsin Rapids

OK
PA
PA
PA
PA
PA
PA
PA
SC
SC
TN
TN
TX
TX
TX
VA
VT
WI
WI

Belleville, Ontario
Canada

ON

United Way Worldwide
701 North Fairfax Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314-2045
www.liveunited.org
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