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“We have been in our embrace group for two years now and feel extremely blessed to be part of
what God is doing in our group. Our group is our family. We would do anything for them and
know that the feeling is mutual. We couldn’t imagine going through life alone and we thank
God that He pushed us out of our comfort zone so that we could find true biblical community.”
- Roger and Bethany Rose

Whatever It
Takes Update

Total Project Goal
1,798,721
Giving through July 2014 1,030,953

In the fall of 2012, we began a three-year campaign called Whatever It Takes and cast a
new vision for our church to multiply our impact in our city.

Dear Southbridge,
Each year we take time to look back
through stories and statistics and praise
God for the life change we have seen over
the past year.
As a church we want to connect people to Jesus
for life change and we are blessed to continually see
that mission fulfilled. In 2012, we cast a 10-year vision
called 10X. We desire to see everyone at our church
praying for and sharing the gospel with at least one person
each year over the next 10 years, to multiply our impact by 10
times.
I want to share a story with you from a member of our church about his “one”:
I met with my co-worker and my “one” yesterday. We started reading
through the first chapter of Ephesians and really took it a verse at a time.
It’s all gospel and God’s grace, so at the end I asked if he believes Christ’s
story was real and that Jesus died for the forgiveness of his sins and that if he
believes he will be granted eternal life, and he said yes! This is the first time I
have seen him confident in his eternal salvation! I feel confident that my “one”
will be praising God in heaven with me one day!
This is just one story of many from the past year. There are so many reasons
to celebrate and thank God for what He is doing. As you read through the rest
of this booklet, remember that the information on each page represents real
people with real stories.
I hope you’ll be encouraged by the life change and ask God to show you how
He wants to use you as a vital part of the Southbridge family this coming year.
Your Pastor,

Scott Lehr

In the past year, we reached the halfway point and passed the one million dollar
mark in our campaign. We’ve seen consistently strong giving to the campaign,
tracking at over 100% of what was initially pledged. Thank you for giving
generously to help us reach our city for Jesus.
We also hired a new design-build firm called Building God’s Way. As part
of the process with this new firm, we invited leaders, members and
those who had pledged to the campaign to several meetings in the
spring of 2014. These meetings gave an opportunity to provide
feedback and discuss the new building plans and design. We
believe this firm will allow us to finance and build a facility
that will meet our church’s needs as we continue to grow.
Additionally, we completed an audit by certified public
accountants and are in the process of working with
banks for financing.
Through the past two years of this campaign,
we’ve witnessed God’s faithfulness and
the sacrificial giving of the people
of Southbridge.
Southbridge has
never been about a facility. But
we do believe that a permanent
facility will allow us to better
accomplish the mission of
connecting people to Jesus
for life change in our city
and around the world.
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“God has used Southbridge to teach us that He will meet every
real need and even give us the ability to rejoice in suffering
when we feel like needs aren’t met. Through Southbridge we
were reminded that the suffering and death of Christ guarantees
that God will give us all things that we need to do His will.”
- Brandon and Ella Clarke
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Southbridge Youth United
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Members

“The Southbridge family has nurtured me and my wife in a
time we desperately needed it. Their love has sustained and
anchored us. And whether it’s through our e-group, ministry, or
a sermon, I have personally been challenged to live out my faith
as a man, as a witness, and as a husband.”
- Nathan Baker

By the
Numbers
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Highlights
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19 Month
147
$4,408

“Walking through the doors of
Southbridge for the first time was
quite difficult for me. Having
been born and raised Jewish,
going to church was foreign
and a bit uncomfortable but I
was instantly welcomed! Each
week I leave church feeling more
grounded with an overwhelming
sense of faith and spirit. My
husband and I accepted Christ
on Easter Sunday and were
baptized together in June. This
has been an amazing experience
that has only strengthened our
marriage.”
		
- Lisa Dowd
-
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Movement sermon series
study in the book of Acts

Kids sponsored on
Compassion Sunday

Given through
Gateway Baby Bottle Drive

People participated in
Southbridged Serves

People signed up to
join an e-group at the
E-Groups Expo

Mission teams sent
Madagascar, Panama

Run to Reclaim 5k
supporting orphan care
and adoptive families

“I wanted to take a few minutes to tell you guys how welcoming
and friendly you were yesterday at the Reclaim 5k. This is by far
the friendliest group of people I have encountered on race day!
Thank you!!”
- Cheryl, Brier Creek Community Member
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70
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e-groups
125 people in an encounter group
313 people in an embrace group
20 people in an engage group

Ministry

Served on a volunteer team

Celebrate Recovery
average weekly participation

Web Hits

Countries

Facebook Likes

Twitter Followers

“I love that Pastor Scott challenged our church to step up and
reach others outside our community. My family decided we
wanted to help and we sponsored a girl. I know God wanted
us to help her and I have a feeling she is going to be a blessing
for us.”
- Kristina Clark, Compassion Sunday

“We went to Panama desiring
a change in our perspective, but
God changed our lives through
the experience. We came back
from our trip with a whole new
worldview and we are praying
for the opportunity to go and
serve full time sharing Jesus and
the gospel with the children in
Panama.”
- Shawn and Kim Killian,
Panama Mission Team
-

