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IN ACCEPTANCE LIETH PEACE
Hannah Hurnard Alberta Knoch .‘
Alberta Knoch

lleth‘ peace In acceptance lieth

In His plan there cannot be Aught to make— me— sad;
If this is His will for me, I'll— take it and be glad,
Make from it some lovely thing To the glory of my King,
In acceptance lieth peace. In acceptance lieth peace.

Cease from sighs and murmurings, Sing His wondrous loving grace;
Every trial brings furthering, For— my celestial place;

From my fears take His release, Joys and happiness increase;
In acceptance lieth peace. In acceptance lieth peace.
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EDITORIAL

‘‘“THAT, FROM MANY FACES He may be thanked by
many in our behalf for the gracious gift given to us’’
(2 Cor. 1:11). Just as our beloved apostle requested
his friends in Corinth to join him in prayers of praise
and thanksgiving, so we, also, would request our beloved
readers to join us in giving thanks to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for His gracious
guidance and constant care throughout the year that
has just drawn to a eclose.

We know that God is able to do superexcessively
above all that we are requesting or apprehending, for
in this past year the concordant work has grown far
beyond our expectations. The many renewals for our
little magazine that have been coming in, fill us with
gratitude and encourage us to believe that our God
has used, and will eontinue to use, this means in spread-
ing the grand truths which are especially intended for
His saints today. New interest is awakening and many
people are looking for answers to the perplexing prob-
lems which face the world. God’s Word holds the
answers. Others have many questions regarding serip-
tural interpretations. Many more seem to realize that
what they have received from ‘‘orthodox’’ sources fails
to satisfy the thoughtful mind and the hungry heart.
Even ‘‘men of the world’’ sense that we are heading for
a climax in history Whlch some have called ‘‘the end of
the world.”’

Yet, strange as it may seem, still others insist that



4 Man’s Attempts at Unity

the opposite is true. They glory in present ‘‘progress’’
and boast of man’s success. Never before has man had
such confidence in his own intellect, his own ability,
in himself as ‘‘self-sufficient.”” The mass of mankind
wanders far from their Maker.

‘While it is true that our churches are full to over-
flowing, we must also acknowledge that those who fill
them, for the most part, remain empty. Few seem to
have any vital interest in the things of God.

Protestants no longer protest. The archbishop of
Canterbury parleys with the Pope. TUnity becomes
the banner of billions. Unity, at any price! But what
of the unity already made? Have they never heard?
Ah, that the unity God has made might receive such
wide acclaim! But the real unity—which unites all
that are truly His—has been forgotten in the rush for
reunion. Instead of endeavoring to keep the unity of
the spirit, a false ‘‘unity’’ is sought between fleshly
factions so diverse that even a formal handshake can
come only after muffling the cries of creed and con-
science alike.

How refreshing to return to Ephesians four and find
the seven ‘‘ones’’ which signify our unity in spirit.
No fleshly barriers, no ereeds to mar, no human head to
fear—for us there is but one Lord and one faith and
one hope for all to hold. One God is ours, our Father,
Who dwells within His own. All this we have in
common; all this we share alike. How rich Paul’s
request now sounds as we review the bonds which
unite us. He entreats, ‘“Walk worthily of the calling
with which you were called, with all humility and
meekness, with patience, bearing with one another in
love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the spirit with
the tie of peace’’ (Eph. 4:1-3).

The world wants peace, too. The plea for peace—has
it ever sounded so loud and long? Yet where is peace
to be found today? Peace is sought by means of power,
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and amidst the repeated threats we find no assurance for
tomorrow’s safety. Armed to the teeth we stand ever
ready to demand peace or else! Yes, ‘‘peace and
security’’ have become man’s plea and soon they will
deem it theirs—yet behold, ‘‘extermination is standing
by them unawares, even as a pang over the pregnant,
and they may by no means escape’’ (1 Thess. 5:3).
‘We know of only one haven for our heavy hearts and
we must turn to Him each hour—for peace ever re-
mains the ‘‘glad gift of God’s love.”’

The world around us is seething with uncertainty,
not knowing which way to turn. Yet we are not in
darkness. For we await a Saviour, the Lord, Jesus
Christ, Who will transfigure the body of our humilia-
tion, to conform it to the body of His glory (Phil. 3:
21). So while the world goes on its way, let us reclaim
the era—for the days are wicked (Eph. 5:16). Let
us make that ‘‘expectation’’ our anchor, and review
its potent power. Time is short! ‘‘So that, my beloved
brethren, become settled, unmovable, superabounding
in the work of the Lord always, being aware that your
toil is not for naught in the Lord’’ (1 Cor. 15:58).

How wonderful to be engaged in ‘‘the work of the
Lord.”” How good to know it is ‘‘not for naught.”
And God is blessing our feeble attempts to serve Him
faithfully. The circulation of UNSEARCHABLE RICHES
magazine seems to be widening, thanks to the efforts
of each one who joins us in endeavoring to spread the
glorious message of His grace. Dear friends, be assured
that your toil is not for naught in the Lord. Continue
to watech and wait. If you meet someone who is really
seeking to understand the Secriptures, and would be
willing to consider what is set forth in our pages,
please allow us to send him a sample copy. We wish
to ‘‘herald the Word—opportunely, inopportunely...”’
(2 Tim. 4:2) . We live in an era when most will not
tolerate sound teaching but prefer to have their hear-



6 Let us Labor While we May

ing tickled with philosophy and human tradition. The
truth is scorned while myths receive an enthusiastic
welecome. May our God grant each of us the power to
remain ‘‘sober’’ in all things and fully discharge our
serviee.

So we turn our eyes toward His advent and labor
while we may...for a wreath awaits us in that day,
which the Lord, the just Judge, will be paying to us;
yet not to us only, but also to all who love His advent
(2 Tim. 4:8). With such an expectation, such a prize
ahead, let us join in prayer to Him, that we may indeed
become settled, unmovable, superabounding in the work
of the Lord—always.

Greetings in the Lord, to you all, from all the staff
and the volunteer workers. ‘‘Now may the Lord of
peace Himself give you peace continually by every
means. The Lord be with you all!’’ TuE EDpITORS

PLANS FOR THIS YEAR

If the Lord tarries, we hope to publish a good many
interesting articles in Unsearchable Riches this year.
A chapter from ‘‘The Mystery of the Gospel’”’ will
appear, D.V., in each issue, as well as an article in our
series on Notes on Isaiah. The series entitled Check
your Panoply will also continue. We hope to include
more articles of a devotional nature, and also some new
songs and poetry. We may have room to include a few
reprints from the very earliest issues of Unsearchable
Riches, articles for which we have had numerous
requests. Have you sent in your renewal for 1961 yet?

DONATION SUMMARIES AVAILABLE

‘We wish to take this opportunity to thank all of our
donors over the past year, both great and small. To
aid those of you who must fill out Income Tax forms
shortly, we will be happy to supply all our donors with
a summary of their donations in 1960 upon request.




Notes on Isaiah

IEUE’S SEQUEL 10 FAITHLESS AHAZ
(Isaiah 9:1 to 10:15—Part I) '

IEUE’S HAND IN HISTORY is unmistakable as we now
take up another portion of that section of Isaiah which
deals with those things which were happening at that
time and suggests their prophetic significance. As each
division unfolds before our eyes, we can begin to discern
the pattern of the whole. Careful serutiny will con-
vince us that these are not just unrelated recordings
of the history of that day, jumbled together with revela-
tions of their ultimate outcome in the future, but rather

a single but involved panorama which includes both

reflections on past history and visions of future ‘events.

Step by step this section moves forward, finally
climaxing in a description of the One Who is to con-
summate Ieue’s glorious promise to David, that He
would establish his kingdom for the eon. Many calam-
ities have overtaken the throne of David since his death.
Seeds that were sown by his son Solomon have taken
root and sprouted, and brought forth an exceedingly
heavy harvest of evil and iniquity among the monarchs
in the line of Messiah. Their failure to subject them-
selves to Ieue and obey His instructions has finally

. brought about the division of the kingdom into two

enfeebled fragments. The actions of evil Ahaz have
even acceleérated this downward trend, for he refused
the sign which Ieue generously offered to him, which
would have guaranteed that Al was with him and his
people, and would deliver him from the mvasmn
planned by the northern ten tribes. :
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To accept the sign would have required Ahaz to alter
his own outlook and concede his own folly. That
would indicate that Ahaz actually realized the signifi-
cance of the meaning of the name, Emmanu-Al (WiTE-
Us-is-AL). But Ahaz was stubborn, and, true to his
name (Ahaz means HoLp), he held out, and displayed
his unbelief by actually acting in a manner just the
reverse of that indicated by the sign. Ahaz had no
faith in Ieue, and so he had no confidence in the prom-
ises made to his forefather David. These very same
promises were to have been confirmed to him in the
sign offered by Isaiah at the upper reservoir.

UNBELIEF DOES NOT CANCEL IEUE’S FAITHFULNESS

Lack of faith does not nullify Ieue’s undaunted
faithfulness. When Ahaz brushed aside the sign
which gratuitously had been offered him, Teue was not
caught unprepared. There were possibilities within the
nature of the sign itself, which would enable Teue to
fulfill it in an entirely new and unique way. He would
actually bring about all the conditions called for by the
sign, but amidst new circumstances which would not
be nearly as favorable to the chosen nation as those
under which it was first offered.

As far as Ahaz was concerned, the damsel’s yet un-
born son would remain nameless, and so the sign may
be left in abeyance in readiness for a new and grander
application, at a much later date. When it comes before
us again in Matthew’s account, God’s spirit adapts it
to suit the virgin’s Son Who was the fulfillment of all
the earlier messianic promises.

As we have seen, Isaiah’s son, who was to have em-
bodied the sign of Emmanu-Al (WrrH-Uus-is-Avn) if Ahaz
had assented to so name him, is now given an en-
tirely new and distinective name by Ieue, to suit the
altered circumstances brought about by the evil king’s
stubborn heart. This new name, Maher-shalal-hash-baz
(To Hasten-Loot, Hurry-Plunder) is a token of Teue’s
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still-wider intention which will now include a good
measure of discipline for unruly Judah, in addition to
uprooting the schemes of Ephraim and Syria to subdue
the Davidic monarchy.

CLOTTED CREAM AND HONEY

In the sign offered to Ahaz, the welfare which would
accompany its fulfillment is figured by the reference to
eating clotted cream and honey (Isa. 7:15), for this
was a token of abundance and plenty. In adjusting the
sign because of Ahaz’s unbelief, this pledge of sus-
tenance is changed to a threat of famine, as signified
by the strange new name ‘‘To Hasten-Loot Hurry-
Plunder’’ (Maher-shalal-hash-baz; Isa. 8:3). This was
in view of the Assyrian assault carried out by Tiglath-
pileser when he passed into Judah.

ERE THE LAD...

Another remarkable and significant difference is
apparent when we compare the old favorable sign with
the new disciplinary one. In Isaiah T7:16 we read
‘“Ere the lad knows to reject evil and choose good...”’
yet when this is restated in connection with the read-
justed sign, ‘‘Ere the lad will know to call ‘my father’
(abi) and ‘my mother’ (ami). ‘‘Mommy’’and‘‘daddy’’
are usually the first words that come from an infant’s
lips, and this shows us that the time has been shortened
considerably ere the invasion (indicated by his name)
will commence. It takes a considerable number of years
for a child to reach the age where he really knows and
understands the difference between good and evil (Isa.
7:16), yet he may be able to call for his mother or
daddy at an extremely early date. The unbelief demon-
strated by Ahaz in his refusal has advanced the era of
his own ruin.

IN ACCORD WITH HIS INTENTION
God’s provision for man’s lack of submission to His
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divine instructions is a marvelous illustration of His
sublime wisdom, for He carefully plans out every move,
both on His part, and on the part of His emissaries.
Since He is also aware in advance of just how His
adversaries will react to His declarations, He can
design each detail so that, after each actor ha,s played
his role, the august Author of everything brings all to
precisely the predicted conclusion which He had in-
tended for it.

Ieue was not surprised by Ahaz’s actions. Long
before He commissioned His prophet Isaiah to trudge
out to the end of the trench at the uppermost reservoir,
He knew that Ahaz’s heart would not respond in any
way. So why did He even bother? This is where
God’s wisdom so sublimely transcends human thought!
God intended that Ahaz refuse the sign. This would
leave Him free to transmute it into a transcendently
more far-reaching prediction of His own precious Son.

How carefully earth’s great Architect had worked
out each detail of the earlier sign to Ahaz. When Ahaz
unwittingly and unwisely turned it down, the all-
knowing Planner alters His apparent course of action
to coincide with His people’s need for further disci-
pline, and re-names Isaiah’s son Maher-shalal-hash-baz.
Yet the significance of the earlier sign is not forgotten.
God still intends to fulfill all His signs, even in spite
of every man-made effort to frustrate them. The
counter-action of His unbelieving adversaries has been
foreseen and prepared for precisely. Now that Isaiah’s
son has finally been named, the original name Emmanu-
Al can be reserved for its future and much more far-
reaching fulfillment in the virgin’s royal Son, Who
will be God’s greatest and most glorious demonstration
that He truly is ‘‘With-Them’’ (Emmanu-Al means
WirTH-Us-is-AL). But Messiah must be in the regal
line of David, so could not very well have Isaiah the
prophet as a father or fore-father.
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Christ must be descended from David, if He is to
have any claim to the royal throne. Isaiah’s son or
any of his descendents would not have the right blood
flowing in their veins to faithfully fulfill every aspect
of the glorious name Emmanu-Al. So actually God
intended that Ahaz harden his heart and refuse to be
the one who would acknowledge the presence of Al by
naming the promised son. When this happened Ieue
was able to go ahead with His original plan, which
called for the Son of Promise to come from the regal
house of Israel’s kings. As an initial installment or
an earnest to guarantee that He intends to bring this
all about, He endows Ahaz with the power to generate
a most remarkable son, Hezekiah, who would in some
tiny degree typify the One Who would be his direct
descendant, according to the Law, and Who would
bring into the world the most convincing and complete
confirmation that With Israel is Al. Hezekiah, the
son of one of the worst of all Israel’s monarchs, was
empowered by God to have a character so completely
contrary to that of his father that it is difficult to
understand how such a wicked, stubborn parent could
raise such an obedient, honest and faithful son. So
there is a double significance to the lines of Isaiah 9:6:
‘““For a Boy 4s born to us, A Son 4s given to us.”” In
our version we capitalize the words Boy and Son, be-
cause they find their most complete fulfillment in God’s
own beloved Son; yet they also were fulfilled in a less
dramatic way by Ahaz’s own son, Hezekiah, and, in
faet, this is the interpretation given to these verses by
orthodox Jews who reject Jesus as their Messiah.

HEZEKIAH, A TYPE

Hezekiah was a Son of David, and he did rectify
many of the wrongs done by his wicked father. Heze-
kiah’s zeal did typify that of the future Ruler Whose
Name would be ‘‘Marvelous.’”” So in Hezekiah God
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provided Israel with a sample of what was to come,
an earnest of their future allotment. As in so many
other ecases, God graciously fulfilled His wondrous
promises twice, first in a simplified fashion, in the era
when the prediction was first made by His prophet.
Second, and much later, He fulfills these same promises
over again, but this time in the person of His own
blessed Son, Who was Messiah, the Christ of God, the
King of kings and Lord of lords, the only Name under
heaven by which either Israel or their despised enemies,
the alien ‘‘goi’’, the gentiles or the nations, might
taste salvation from their sins and enjoy bliss beyond
their grandest dreams!

CONCLUSION

‘We will conclude our study of this section of Isaiah
at this point in this issue, and will reserve the remainder
of this article for our next number, to enable all those
who are following this series to digest and meditate
on the thoughts we have already presented on these
pages. Isaiah is such a unique and remarkable book
that we must not be impatient, for each line is full of
meaning, and there are real rewards for those who
will patiently persist in their careful examination of
each inspired statement. God’s Word rewards those
who love it enough to ponder each point it presents.
God’s wisdom is so far beyond what mortals ignorantly
imagine, that He delights in those who re-read and
meditate upon His weighty words. When God is speak-
ing, it is wisdom itself to listen attentively to every
word, every line, every transcendent thought.

A.EXK.—E.H.C.

Additional copies of the song, ‘‘In Acceptance Lieth
Peace,”’ printed on page two of this issue, will be
available from the publishers shortly, for use by the
ecclesias.



Check your Panoply!

THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH

- THE PANOPLY OF Gop as described in Ephesians 6:10-17,
consists of various parts which we have either to put on
or to receive. The first part of our spiritual suit of
armor is the girdle of truth, according to the apostle’s
exhortation, ‘‘Stand, then, girded about your loins with
truth!”’ This reminds us of a similar appeal which our
Lord Jesus once pronounced during His earthly minis-
try: ‘“If ever you should be remaining in My word, you
are truly My disciples, and you will know the truth,
and the truth will be making you free’’ (John 8:31,
32). Though these words were spoken to believing
Jews, the fact still stands today that it is ¢ruth alone
which can liberate mankind; everyone who harbors
delusions is in bondage, and is caught in a net from
which truth alone can free him. When Paul exhorts us
to pray for all mankind, for kings and all those in a
superior station, he does so because God wills that all
mankind be saved and come to a realization of the
truth (1 Tim. 2:1-4).

All saints have a measure of truth. At least they
believe that Christ died for their sakes while they were
still sinners, even though they may not see that they
are justified in His blood, and will be saved from God’s
indignation (Rom. 5:8, 9; 1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9).

BE CONCILIATED TO GOD!
The most important truth for today is God’s present
attitude toward mankind. Only those who have peace
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with God are reconciled to Him; nevertheless God is
conciliated to all mankind. The estrangement between
man and his Creator is a one-sided enmity. It is all on
man’s side. God is not at war with mankind at all.
This glorious truth, however, is denied by most of those
who seek to preach the gospel; they usually picture
Him as a distant and angry god, who must be sought,
who must be implored, who must be entreated for the
smallest favor! It is this distorted gospel which con-
ceals the grace God displays in seeking and beseeching
the sinner to be conciliated to Him. We find this
glorious truth in 2 Corinthians 5:20, 21, ‘‘For Christ,
then, are we ambassadors, as of God entreating through
us. We are beseeching: ‘For Christ’s sake be concili-
ated to God!’ ”’
GROWN UP WITH ERROR

Since Paul’s day, apparently no one has been free
from all error, be it ever so small. Hence most of the
saints harbor a measure of error. Many are ardently
seeking the truth; but even among these there are quite
a few who run from the truth when it is presented to
them. They fear truth while they are professing to love
it. To them truth is the belief that is in vogue in the
Christian world into which they were born. Their
associations and affections are closely allied with their
inherited beliefs which have shaped their habits of
thought. Thus, the beliefs with which we have grown
up have become part of our lives. This is why Paul
sets up the following rule when dealing with error
among the saints: ‘“Now a slave of the Lord must not
be fighting, but be gentle toward all, apt to teach, bear-
ing with evil, with meekness training those who are
antagonizing. For at some time God may be giving
them repentance to come into a realization of the truth.
And they will be sobering up out of the trap of the
Adversary, having been caught alive by him, for that
one’s will’’ (2 Tim. 2:24-26).
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KNOW THE TRUTH AND REMAIN IN IT!

Only the truth can make free those who are caught
in some kind of ‘‘trap.’” But, by the word of the Lord,
they have not only to know the truth, but must remain
in it as well. This is the idea which Paul has in mind
when he exhorts the readers of the Ephesian circular
letter, ‘‘Stand, then, girded about your loins with
truth!”’

Hence there is nothing fundamentally new in the
apostle’s appeal, since Jesus had also expected His
audience to remain in His word in order to know the
truth. The difference lies in the aspect of truth that is
under consideration. As we shall see, Paul could have
concluded his letters to the Thessalonians, or his epistle
to the Romans with much the same exhortation that we
find in Ephesians 6:14a.

The apostle wanted his brethren to know that the
dead in Christ shall be rising first and that we, the
living, shall at the same time be snatched away together
with them to meet the Lord in the air (1 Thess. 4:13-
18). In addition, Paul wanted the Thessalonians to
remain in this knowledge. He wrote them, ‘‘Stand firm,
and hold to the traditions which you were taught,
whether through word or through our epistle’’ (2 Thess.
2:15). He might just as well have said, ‘‘Stand, then,
girded about your loins with the truth which you were
taught up to now!’’ In their case, truth would have
pertained to everything they had learned from Paul
up to that time, be it through the apostle’s word or his
letters.

It is generally accepted that Romans was written a
few years later than the early epistles to the Thessa-
lonians. It brings out the fundamental facts of justi-
fication, conciliation, and God’s sovereignty. These
truths are so important for the saints that Paul refers
to them as the feaching which they learned (Rom. 16:
17). The brethren in Rome were not supposed to
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simply read the letter addressed to them and thus
know what it said, but rather they were to learn the
teaching contained therein and thus remain in it. The
apostle might also have written them, saying, ‘‘Stand,
then, girded about your loins with the truths you have
learned up to now!”’

Again a few years passed before Paul wrote the cir-
cular letter to his ecclesias, which is now known as the
epistle to the Ephesians. Ephesians was written when
the apostle was no longer able to travel around and
visit the brethren and talk to them, for he was held as
a prisoner in Rome. In this circular letter he revealed
what had previously been kept a secret; namely, that,
in spirit, the Jewish believers and those out of the
nations were to be joint enjoyers of the same celestial
allotment, and form a joint body, and become joint
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus.

‘What once pertained to those living in Paul’s day,
pertains to us as well: God wants us to enjoy our
celestial allotment now, and be aware that, in spirit, we
are seated together in the celestial realm at God’s
right hand, in Christ Jesus, since He knows that such
an awareness of our celestial status will re-orientate our
outlook toward things on the earth. But the powers of
darkness are alert, never ceasing in their efforts to
drag us down from the realization of our celestial
status. Hence the exhortation is most appropriate
today: ‘‘Stand, then, girded about your loins with
truth!”’ Or, in other words, ‘‘You need to know the
‘Word of God, and especially the latest truth, and remain
4 3 ?»
in it! THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH

‘When we discussed Paul’s prayer with a promise
(Col. 1:9-11), and the divine sequence of requests
which Paul includes, we were impressed by the fact
that the apostle first asked for the realization of God’s
will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding. Only
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then did he plead that the saints walk worthily of the
Lord, and bear fruit in every good work.

Now we have a similar sequence in Ephesians 6:14;
we are required to know the truth, before we are
enabled to act accordingly and thus walk in all goodness
and righteousness and truth, as Paul puts it earlier in
his letter (5:9). Everything pertaining to such a walk
(which includes speaking the truth, and putting off
lies, 4:25) is expressed by the fine figure of the ‘‘cuirass
of righteousness’’ which, the Lord willing, will be dis-
cussed at a later occasion.

Hence the figure of girding the loins stands for the
knowledge of the truth. That nothing else is in view
here, may be gathered from the following quotation
from UNSEARCHABLE RICHES, volume XXVI (excerpts
from pages 116-120) :

““In order to enable us to understand the part we
play in our warfare with spirit hosts, we are compared
to a warrior of ancient times clad in a full suit of
armor. Each part represents some aspect of our
spiritual defense. As a matter of fact, we are protected
by truth (Eph. 6:14), and righteousness (v. 14), and
fended by faith (v. 16). But how much more vivid to
represent these by the figures of the girdle, the cuirass,
the shield! Still more graphic is the thought that we
have a complete suit of armor, a panoply, which covers
us from head to foot, in our conflict with the spirit
world.

““Truth gives strength, stability. Hence the fine fig-
ure, girded about your loins with truth. Here is the
weakness of the saints today. The powers of darkness
have succeeded in covering up the truth, and substi-
tuting error. With the book of God in their hands,
His people cannot find the truth. Much of what passes
as truth must be false, for it is both denied and defended
by multitudes who should bind it about their loins.
Satan’s subtle strategy is apparent when those who
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ought to oppose him, gird themselves with his lies, and
find themselves faint in facing his attacks.

‘‘Most of the saints hold that man is sovereign in the
realm of his will and that God is forced to accept his
choice. This is no girdle at all. It gives no strength to
meet the powers of darkness. It is weakness. The sov-
ereignty of God, however, is strengthening. What a
sustaining girdle is found in the great truth that God
is able to consummate His original intention with the
aid of creature opposition, and will reconcile all to
Himself when the eons end!

““Truth is one. We should be clear on all truth. Yet
the special strengthener for those engaged in this celes-
tial warfare is the ¢ruth contained in the Ephesian
letter; it is the only safeguard against the stratagems
of our wily Adversary! Strength to stand depends
much upon our knowlege of the celestial allotment we
are defending. Few of the Lord’s soldiers know where
to stand. They hardly realize that they have aught to
defend. Not having this vital and fundamental know-
ledge, how can they stand firm? Hence few are fixed.
The allotment has almost been relinquished. There is
need today for a bugle blast to recall the soldiers of
Christ to their stations on the celestial allotment which
the powers of darkness have taken from them.”’

GOD’S POWER OPERATING IN US

It is God Who operates in us to will as well as to
work for the sake of His delight (Phil. 2:13). This
divine declaration should always be kept in mind when
we consider the keywords on the chart of the panoply,
as given in a former article in this series, in volume LI,
on page 228. For our celestial strife, God wants us to
be invigorated in the Lord and in the might of His
strength. Hence, we are exhorted to put on the pano-
ply of God, beginning with the girdle of truth. Let us
never forget that truth is not made by man. All truths
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are of God and are divine. Man may discover truth,
yet, even then he may ignore it. We, however, as
members of Christ’s body, with a celestial status, are
supposed to know the truth and remain in it.

In addition, let us never forget that man, by his own
power, is not able to remain in the truth; he can only
cooperate with the Lord with a view toward a perma-
nent knowledge of it. Cooperation on our part means
to constantly hear, or read and remember, what God
has said. And a special spiritual revelation is required
in order to understand the Ephesian secret and be
aware of our celestial status; this is the new truth
which is added to the others in Paul’s earlier epistles.
But such a revelation will be ours only as long as we
pray for it along the lines indicated in Ephesians
1:15-23. N

This has been fully discussed in the article “Praying
for a Spirit’”’ (UNSEARCHABLE RICHES, volume XXI,
pages 179-192) which we highly recommend for inten-
sive study. It may help us to grasp, in some degree,
what is the transcendent greatness of God’s power for
us who are believing. During this secret administration
of grace (Eph. 3:3a,9) this tremendous power is oper-
ating in us and for us; it is the same as the mighty
strength which operated in Christ, and roused Him
from among the dead, and seated Him among the
celestials, at God’s right hand. This power does the
same for us today, in spirit!

Now to God, Who is able to do superexcessively above
all that we are requesting or apprehending, according
to the transcendent greatness of His power that is
operating in us, to Him be glory in the ecclesia and in
Christ Jesus! H.H.R.

(To be continued)

Sheets of gummed stickers with scripture verses on
them are again available. Use them on your letters!
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AN OPEN LETTER

915 South Huson Street
Tacoma 6, Washington

Dear Friends and Readers of Unsearchable Riches:

GREETINGS! As the year draws to a close, we wish to
thank you all for your help and interest in our China
Mission. It has been encouraging for us to know that
so many people are praying with us for this work, in
which we have been engaged all our lives. To you who
have so cheerfully shared of your substance so that
we might be able to continue in this joyful ealling, a
‘‘hearty thanks.’”” It has only been with the help and
co-operation of those who love us in the faith that we
have been able to carry on these many years. May our
loving heavenly Father reward each of you aceording to
His bounteous grace and riches in Christ Jesus.

The Formosa work has been going well this year.
Quite a number have accepted of the saving grace of
God, and been added to the assembly there. The radio
program, ‘‘The Voice of Love,’”” has been on the air
every Sunday morning. A tape recorder has been sent
to our Chinese co-workers to assist them in this work.

Here in Tacoma we have had a good number of
Chinese ships calling from Formosa, and have been
privileged to hold meetings with the officers and crews
of these ships. Some of these men have asked for prayer
and they want to receive faith to believe. Please pray
for them, too.

May God be with you all during the New Year, and
may His rich blessing continue to rest upon you.

Yours in His Glad Service,
Abraham and Lavima Heidal



The Divine Judgments

THE DIVINE JUDGMENTS
OF THE NATIONS

CERTAIN AND SUDDEN JUDGMENT upon every nation on
earth has been predicted by many of the apostles and
prophets from the earliest times. Both Peter and Paul
included ominous threats of impending doom in their
epistles.

Even amidst the serenity of the present secret inter-
val, Paul continually cautions that clouds of calamity
hover just over the horizon. We live in the ‘‘calm
before the storm.”” The time may not be far off when
they will say ‘‘peace and security’’ when, actually,
.extermination will be standing by them like a pang
over the pregnant and they shall by no means escape
(1 Thess. 5:3). Under Antichrist all nations will be so
dazzled by his display of pretended peace that they
will cry, ‘‘Peace and security,’’ and thereby seal their
own doom. ‘

THE BATTLE OF THE GREAT DAY OF GOD

The swift, sure stroke that will obliterate all the
earth’s armies as they mobilize at Harmageddon (Rev.
16:16, 19:11-21) is also suggested in very early rev-
elation. ‘‘Ieue is roaring from the height, and is
giving forth His voice from His holy habitation. ...Ieue
has a contention with the nations. He enters into judg-
ment with all flesh. The wicked He gives to the sword.
... They shall not be bewailed, nor gathered, nor en-
tombed. They shall become for manure on the surface
of the ground.”’ (Jer. 25:30-33). Zechariah’s warning
is very similar (Zech. 14:12). Isaiah likens the slaugh-
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ter to the treading of grapes in a winepress, where Ieue
stains His garments with the blood of all nations (Isa.
63:2-6).

That era will begin with wars and other calamities
which will gradually lead up to the final climactie
catastrophe, when one-quarter of humanity will be
wiped out. At that time the horrified inhabitants of
the earth will hide themselves in the crags and caves
of the mountains and cry, ‘‘Fall on us and hide us from
the face of Him Who is sitting on the throne and from
the indignation of the Lambkin, for the great day of
Their indignation came, and who is able to stand?’’
(Rev. 6:16, 17).

The reason God makes this judgment so severe is
because mankind’s sins have become so extreme. Satan’s
influence has blossomed to the point where all the na-
tions worship him (Rev. 13:8). When he dispatches
his demon spirits to their kings, they readily submit to
his order to mobilize their armies for open battle with
God (Rev. 16:14-16). John desecribes the scene: ¢ And
I perceived the wild beast and the kings of the earth and
their armies, gathered to do battle with Him Who is sit-
ting on the horse and with His army’’ (Rev. 19:19).

John vividly desecribes their Opponent: ‘... and lo!
a white horse. And He Who is sitting on it is called
‘Faithful and True,” and in righteousness is He judg-
ing and battling. Now His eyes are a flame of fire...
and He is clothed in a cloak dipped in blood...and
out of His mouth a sharp blade is issuing, that with
it He should be smiting the nations. And He will be
shepherding them with an iron club. And He is tread-
ing the wine trough of the fury of the indignation of
God, the Almighty’’ (Rev. 19:11-15). The nations, in
their full measure of sins, are figuratively compared to
dead ripe grapes, fit only to be trampled in a winepress.

Actually, the ‘‘battle’’ of Harmageddon never takes
place. All of the Adversary’s forces are utterly oblit-
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erated before they can even move into position. There-
after the wild beast and the false prophet are cast into
the lake of fire. Satan himself is chained and cast into
the abyss where he will be imprisoned for a thousand
years. All opposition to the setting up of Messiah’s king-
dom has been effectively silenced. As the seventh trum-
pet sounds, the heavens exclaim: ‘‘The kingdom of this
world became our Lord’s and His Christ’s, and He
shall be reigning for the eons of the eons’’ (Rev.11:15).
Israel has finally become God’s obedient servant, and
her sufferings are forever past. ‘‘They will be priests
of God and of Christ, and they will be reigning with
Him the thousand years’’(Rev. 20:6). They will be
the channel of blessing to the rest of mankind in a king-
dom of peace and welfare. The thunderstorm of judg-
ment has thoroughly cleansed the atmosphere, so that
the ensuing Day of the Lord can shine forth in all its
brilliance.
GOD’S FURY CONSUMMATED

After the seven bowls of God’s wrath have been
poured out we are told that ‘‘in them is consummated
the fury of God.”” (Rev. 15:1). Here is a word of
encouragement for those who are concerned about all
future judgments. God has not only planned His whole
judgment program beforehand, and predicted it in
many places in His Word; He has also foreseen and
foretold its end. Here is clear confirmation of that
great truth, that God appoints only certain times and
seasons for His corrective chastening of mankind.

The fact that we have been shown that there will be
a consummation to the plagues pictured by the poured
out bowls of wrath, should not be interpreted to mean
that this point marks the positive conclusion of all of
God’s judgments. The word ‘‘consummated’’ does
not convey this sense at all in this passage. In contrast
to the Greek term teleiod which means to make perfect
or complete, this closely related term tfeles, which is
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the word used in this passage, carries more the sense of
accomplishing, or attaining the object in view, rather
than cessation. In this verse (Rev. 15:1) the intended
thought is that at this point the fury of God as dis-
played in the judgments of the bowls will attain His
goal. This teaches us a double truth. First of all, we
learn that God always has a definite object in view
when He judges. Secondly, we see that God has all
things under such constant and complete control that
He is able to fix beforehand, the time when He will cut
off His chastening judgments, for He knows exactly
how much affliction will be necessary to achieve His
intended purpose.

Therefore we see that this consummation applies only
to the bowls of His wrath which will be poured out at
that time, and not to any other judgments, such as those
which have been promised and reserved for the other
nations. These will endure for an eon, and will be
accompanied by other chastenings.

THE GLORY THRONE JUDGMENT

Even as far back as the Psalms we find references
which apply to the One Who will someday judge all the
nations. The prophet Zephaniah uttered the following
warning: ‘‘For My judgment is to gather the nations,
to convene the kingdoms, to pour out upon them My
anger. For by the fire of My jealousy the entire earth
shall be devoured’’ (Zeph. 3:8). The prophet Joel goes
into even more details, mentioning the signs in the heav-
ens and on earth (blood and fire and pillars of smoke),
which will precede the great session in the valley of
Jehoshaphat, the vale of decision, where Ieue will sit
and judge the throngs assembled there (Joel 3:9-16).

Our Lord enlarged upon this same theme in His re-
ferences to the latter times. ‘‘And Jerusalem shall be
trodden by the nations, until the eras of the nations
may be fulfilled.”’ (Luke 21:24). From this we may
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conclude that when the eras of the nations finally do
draw to a close, Ieue, in His just and equitable judg-
ments, will set right all the remaining wrongs among
them, so that they will be ready to take their places in
the universal world-wide kingdom of the Jews under
their Messiah. This righting of their wrongs will in-
volve severe suffering for all sinners, so that men’s
hearts will freeze from fear and apprehension of all
that will be coming on the inhabited earth—‘And then
they shall be seeing the Son of Mankind coming in a
cloud with power and much glory’’ (Luke 21:26,27).

The Lord is even more explicit in His answer to the
disciples’ question: ‘“What is the sign of Thy presence
and of the conclusion of the eon?’’ (Matt. 24:3). He
tells them not to be alarmed even if they hear the rum-
ble of battle or news of fighting afar off. ‘‘For roused
shall be nation against nation, and kingdom against

- kingdom, and there shall be famines and quakes in

places. Yet all these are [only] the beginning of
pangs.”’ (Matt. 24:7,8). Thereafter shall come the
great affliction of the Jews themselves (Matt. 24:9).
Finally comes the judgment of the nations themselves
before the glorious throne (Matt. 25:31-33).

By this time all opposition from the nations has been
obliterated. All their leaders, together with their mil-
itary forces, have been wiped out at Harmaggedon.
The battle of the great day of God has made a clean
sweep. Nothing remains to hinder setting up an en-
tirely new political order for all nations. The habitable
lands of the earth must be reapportioned, so that each
people gets what is their due. An appropriate form of
government must be set in motion, which will decide
how much independance may be granted to each coun-
try, under the headship of the Jewish world empire.

THE SHEEP AND THE KIDS
This separation of the nations into two groups is
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given to us in parable form. A shepherd is severing the
sheep from the kids. He places the sheep on his right
and the kids on his left. Those on the right have been
friendly toward Israel; those on the left have been their
enemies. The right-hand nations are rewarded with a
place in the kingdom, where they will enjoy its blessings
which flow to them through the chosen channel, Israel.
Woe awaits those nations on the left who will be sent
away to suffer calamities similar to those they once
inflicted on Israel. In this parable their fate is likened
to traveling into a fire which will scorch and sear them
with sorrow and suffering which will last throughout
that whole eon (Matt. 25:31-46).

At this judgment session where every nation will be
represented, works alone will count. Aects of merey
done to the King’s brethren, the Jews, are all that will
matter. Though He addresses them as individuals, these
represent entire populations and their collective deeds.
And, fortunately for them, they will not just be judged
for their acts in the end-time, else none would be saved,
for during the great tribulation the Jews will be hated
by every nation (Matt. 24:9). The comparatively brief
period when all nations were under Babylon’s influence
could not be decisive in determining their eonian fate.
More likely, their average attitude during the entire
eras of the nations may be taken into account. It was
during this long interval that the Jews were scattered
among all nations and suffered the persecution by the
left-hand nations. Likewise, it was during this same
extensive period that the right-hand nations received
their opportunities to provide the Jews with food and
clothing, drink and shelter.

Unfortunately this judgment session has sometimes
been confused with the Great White Throne judgment
of Revelation 20:11-15. In the following two parallel
lists we shall point out the distinctive differences be-
tween them, in time, place and circumstances.
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Glory Throne Judgment White Throne .Judgment
Millennium’s beginning TIME After the Millennium
On the earth PLACE No place found
(Vale of Jehoshaphat) for the earth
Living delegations SUBJECTS Dead individuals
from the nations roused for judgment
Actions toward the Jews BASIS All acts in life-time
Division into blessed OUTCOME Condemnation and

and cursed nations second death

A literal translation of Matthew 25:46 is: ‘‘And these
shall be coming away into chastening eonian, yet the
just into life eonian.”’ Those nations placed on His
right will enjoy all the blessings on earth during the
millennium. This eonian life is given to nations already
existing in the end time, 80 it eannot possibly be eternal.
It will not continue on into the new earth. It is a re-
ward for works, whereas the endless life in glory can
only be obtained by faith in Christ’s death on the cross.

The members of Christ’s body will never stand before
this judgment throne, for they have been raptured long
before. Their ‘‘eternal’’ life commences when Christ
comes for them and will continue even after all the eons
end.

Therefore Matthew twenty-five neither speaks of
eternal life nor eternal torment, and certainly not of
the final fate of the individuals which make up the two
classes standing before the throne in the vale of Jehosha-
phat. Each man standing here will not be judged on
the basis of his own personal eonduct until more than a
thousand years later (Rev. 20:5).

Taking up the punishment meted out to those who
constitute the nations that are condemned, we can prove
that it is of limited duration not only on the basis of the
true scriptural meaning of the word ‘‘eonian,’’ but also
from the meaning of the word ‘‘chastening’’ in the
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original. There are two Greek words which some trans-
lations have rendered ‘‘punishment.’”’ One is timoria
which suggests an act of revenge to satisfy one’s anger.
If this were the Greek word here, one might conclude
that an offended God is going to give vent to His indig-
nant anger in order to exhibit His justice. But in this
passage the Greek word is kolasts, a word which means a
chastening inflicted upon the sinner in order to reform
him for his own good. In this light we can see that this
passage, then, is only another confirmation of God’s
ultimate goal in judgment.

The King on the throne of glory is not decreeing
eonian ‘‘punishment’’ in order to take ruthless revenge
for wrong-doing, but rather to lead the smitten nations
to submission.

—BASED ON AN ARTICLE BY M. JAEGLE
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Our Qlorious Calling

THE TRUE UNITY

THE NEW HUMANITY is the paramount subject of
Ephesians three. Concealed in God from the eons, this
glorious secret is now made known by Paul, in order to
introduce a new administration. A realization of this
‘“‘new humanity’’ has the power to join together all the
members of the Body of Christ into the one and only
true unity. It is because many believers are ignorant
of this secret that there are so many divisions among
the ecclesias.

How glorious when all fleshly prerogatives vanish!
Then the spiritual realities may be discerned: how that
all saints are joint enjoyers of the allotment, members
of the joint body, and joint partakers of the promises
in Christ! The joint allotment stresses our relationship
to God. The joint body shows our connection with
Christ, its Head. And the joint partakers of the prom-
ise in Christ Jesus brings out the relationship of the
members to each other. All have a common aim.
Notice the thrice repeated ‘‘joint’’—like the word
‘“‘together’’ in chapter 2:5,6.

The unity here deseribed would not have been pos-
sible if the nation of Israel had not been set aside for
a definite period. God had pledged Himself to Israel
by His promises to their forefathers. Only the apostasy
of this ancient chosen people made it possible for Him
to set them aside temporarily, and open the way for
His marvelous gifts of grace granted to the nations
(Rom. 11:12, 25).
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THE INDWELLING CHRIST

Every believer is #n Christ Jesus (Rom. 6:3). Christ
is in every believer (Rom. 8:10). This union cannot
be dissolved. Yet, for Christ to dwell in our hearts
through faith (Eph. 3:17) we must persist in our
awareness of the indisputable fact that everything God
has given to us in His Son is our permanent possession,
and cannot be withdrawn. ‘‘Let the Word of Christ
be making its home in you richly’’ (Col. 3:16). The
‘Word of Christ includes all that has been given to us
in Him. May we constantly increase in our awareness
of our precious possessions.

Such a growth requires a healthful soil in order to
flourish. God’s love is the soil into which we must sink
the roots of our faith. To become rooted and grounded,
we must feed upon the faithful expressions of divine
love revealed to us in the epistles of Paul, starting at
the point in Romans 5:8 where we are still sinners,
and Christ died for our sakes. The love of God has
been poured out in our hearts through the holy spirit
which is being given to us (Rom. 5:5). God’s love is
our secure retreat (Rom. 8:38, 39). While His love
illumines our path, we continue on through these in-
spired letters and read of our glorious sonship, the
place to which His love designated us beforehand (Eph.
1:4, 5). The realization of His love makes us ‘‘staunch
with power, through His spirit, Christ to dwell in [our]
hearts through faith...”’

FOR ALL SAINTS

‘We need to be made ‘‘staunch with power...that we
may be strong to grasp, together with all the saints...”’
This spiritual growth is not intended for only a
specially favored class of believers, but is for all the
saints. If there are few who know these truths, it is
perhaps because of the lack of teaching. There may be
many who wish to be teachers, but who are not able to
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come into a realization of the truth (1 Tim. 1:6, 7).
They do not earnestly search for it, and may even
hinder others. Even in our Lord’s day, He said to the
scribes and Pharisees: ‘‘Hypocrites! for you are lock-
ing the kingdom of the heavens in front of men. For
you are not entering, neither are you letting those
entering, to enter.”’ (Matt. 23:13). It is the same today.
May God raise up brethren who, being filled with divine
riches, will be eager to share them with others!

CHRIST’S LOVE

May we who have become the objects of God’s love
(2 Thess. 2:13, 14), endeavor to gain a deeper under-
standing of all it involves, so that we may live and
walk in it. We have been called to this glory, as well
as to a realization of the knowledge-transcending love
of Christ (Eph. 3:16). Christ’s love comes out of
God’s; it was His before the disruption of the world
(John 17:24). Christ loves the whole creation which
the Father brought into being through Him (Col. 1:15,
16). He so loves it that He left the glory He once had
(John 17:5) and humbled Himself, becoming obedient
even unto the death of the cross (Phil. 2:8). God’s
love, which made its home in Him, now leads all
creation out of sin and degradation into the glory which
He (Christ) now possesses. The members of Christ’s
body are the first-fruits of this lavish love gift.

His love to us is threefold:

1. Christ loves me, and gives Himself up for me
(Gal. 2:20).

2. Christ loves the ecclesia, and gives Himself up
for its sake (Eph. 5:25).

3. Christ loves all, for He gave Himself a corres-
pondent Ransom for «ll (1 Tim. 2:5, 6), and
reconciles all (Col. 1:20). So the love of Christ
reaches just as far as the love of the Father.
They are one in spirit.
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THE GOAL OF THIS KNOWLEDGE

‘“...that you may be completed for the entire com-
plement of God’’ (Eph. 3:19). Surely this is a glorious
goal! Can you imagine a higher goal or one more
glorious? In Christ the entire complement of the
Deity is dwelling bodily (Col. 2:9-10). In Him we
already are found, by faith, before God. But here, in
our mortal bodies, we experience great insufficiency, in
our inner life. We feel this often and painfully.
Yet, a knowledge of the love of God and of His Christ
should remove our lack. Our lack of love should be
completed by this blessed knowledge. In other words,
we, by being transformed into the image of Christ, are
transformed into an image of God (2 Cor. 3:17, 18).
Thus, our inner human, by growing in this love, will
continually approach nearer its grand goal—the goal
of being completed for the entire complement of God.

GOD IS ABLE

Perhaps gazing at this lofty summit—this exalted
aim—may make us dizzy. It is no wonder, for our
own strength and ability will never be sufficient to
attain it. Nevertheless, we need not be discouraged.
God Himself began this work in us and He Himself
has undertaken to finish it. How helpful to be encour-
aged by Him Who is able to do super-excessively above
all that we are requesting or apprehending! (Eph.
3:20). How willingly does God give to hearts that
long for Him, according to the riches of His glory!
Our wealthy Father gives us in accord with His rich
resources. So many of His saints go about garbed as
paupers, ignoring the fact that Christ, being rich,
became poor for our sakes; that we, by His poverty,
might be rich (2 Cor. 8:9). Prayerfully taking—that
is the secret of power and steadfastness, for the climb
to the summit requires spiritual power. This power
comes from God, and we receive it through His spirit,
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through the Word of God. Our inner man is nourished
with the words of faith and the ideal teaching. Every
new enlightenment gained in God’s Word—every blessed
advance—gives us a glimpse of the coming glory (2 Cor.
4:6).

This is the transcendently great power described in
Ephesians 1:19, which is operating in all believers.
The rousing of Christ from among the dead was a
demonstration of this power—He Who accomplished
the resurrection of Christ will give us the victory.
This resurrection power our exalted Head shares with
His members (Col. 3:3). It is also the same power
which will enable Him to subject the universe to Him.
This power, too, will transfigure the body of our
humiliation, to conform it to the body of Christ’s
glory (Phil. 3:20, 21). Paul’s mighty ministry was in
accord with God’s powerful operation, and this same
power is now operating in us. We can appropriate it
by faith.

TO HIM BE THE GLORY

Yes, to Him alone be the glory; to the only wise God,
‘Who has predicted such glory for us (1 Cor. 2:7); to
Him alone be the glory! Let us worshipfully bend our
knees before this glorious and wonderful God, the
Father of Christ Jesus! God has been wonderfully
glorified by Christ—in His life on earth, His cross, His
resurrection, His elevation. In the coming eons, God’s
glory will be further manifested. The last eon, the eon
of the eons, the highest of all, will fully reveal this glory
to all generations, so that God will receive the honor
and praise He so deserves.

All who enter the second death will receive—when
death, the last enemy is abolished, and they are vivified
—the indissoluble life of Christ, and they will glorify
God (2 Tim. 1:10; 1 Cor. 15:21-26). Also, after the
worst enemies suffer in the lake of fire for the eons of
the eons (Rev. 20:10), that is, during the duration of
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Christ’s reign (Rev. 11:15), even these foes will will-
ingly be subjeet and will acclaim Him Lord—for the
glory of God, the Father (Phil. 2:9-11).

‘What wonderful trophies of victory will these be for
the One Who suffered such deep humiliation! (Phil.
2:6-8). What joy will it be for Him, when He has
subjected all to the Father, as the fruit of His bound-
less sacrifice! (Col. 1:19, 20). To think that we shall
have a share in this! (Eph. 1:22, 23). Then all shall
see the Son in His greatest glory, when He is subject
to the Father, to Whom He has subjected all, that God
may be All in all! (1 Cor. 15:24-28; Rom. 11:36; Eph.
3:20, 21).

A WORTHY WALK

A deep consciousness of our glorious calling will be a
great incentive to walk worthily of it, for it is through
this calling that we realize the greatness of God’s grace
and love for us. The wonderful evangel revealed in
the first three chapters of Ephesians is balanced by
exhortations for daily living in the last three chapters
(Ephesians 4 through 6). Paul prays that the Colos-
sian saints may be filled full with the realization of
God’s will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding,
in order to walk worthily of the Lord, to please Him,
to bear fruit in every good work (Col. 1:9, 10). To
the Corinthians he wrote, ‘‘ Wherefore we are ambitious
also, whether at home or away from home to be well-
pleasing to Him’’> (2 Cor. 5:9), and this in view of the
dais of Christ (vs. 10). At the dais, he would receive
the victor’s wreath of righteousness, which will be
awarded to all who love His advent (2 Tim. 4:8). We
cannot love His advent while walking unworthily. Let
us never forget that an unworthy walk hinders spiritual
growth (Col. 1:10). God tells us concisely what con-
stitutes a worthy walk: ‘“Walk worthily of the calling
with which you were called’’ (Eph. 4:1). Note that
this exhortation is directed to those who are blessed
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with EVERY spiritual blessing among the celestials in
Christ (Eph. 1:3), and applies to no one else. The
call smplies the walk. It is a serious mistake to seek to
separate them.

This exhortation should not be compared with the
law, which demands without giving. The evangel of
grace gives, without demaending! Rather it then ex-
horts—which is truly different. A walk worthy of our
calling is a necessity, not only because God’s glorious
‘‘good news’’ would be slandered by those who observed
the opposite in us, but because there is a definite loss
to ourselves. There is a hindrance to our progress in
knowledge. It is possible to absorb much, intellectually ;
yet, only where the Word of God is incorporated into
the spirit and heart is there an inner necessity to please
the Lord. This inner desire to please Him is the result
of God operating in us to will as well as to work for
His delight (Phil. 2:13). He gives us the ability to
carry our own salvation into effect by our conduet and
service (Phil. 2:12). And, even when linked with fear
and trembling, our obedience is not slavish, like that
of those under the law (Phil. 2:12, Rom. 8:15). God
gives us, not a spirit of timidity, but of power, and of
love, and of sanitty (2 Tim. 1:7). Is not a spiritual,
worthy walk a blessing from above? We may reckon it
so. If we live, in spirit, among the celestials, we will
live in this spirit here on earth, and Christ lives in us
(Gal. 2:20).

THE POWER OF THE EVANGEL

After we have come into right relationship with God
by means of justification and reconciliation (Rom.3:21;
5:11), transferred out of Adam into Christ, we stand
upon an entirely new foundation. Without any special
connecting link, God teaches us that being in Christ
Jesus, we were baptized into His death. This baptism
occurred when we believed—when we were sealed with
the holy spirit of promise (Eph. 1:13, 14). There, all
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believers -have been baptized in one spirit into one body
(1 Cor. 12:13). This is the onme baptism—the true
spirit baptism (Eph. 4:6).

In this baptism we died to sin (Rom. 6:2-6). The
cross of Christ is our condemnation, for it reveals our
utter inability to save ourselves. Yet, at the same time
the cross is our salvation. There we died to the con-
demnation of the law. In this position of faith, every
believer may join Paul in saying, ‘‘I, through law,
died to law. With Christ have I been crucified’’ (Gal.
2:19). The law is called a dispenser of condemnation
(2 Cor. 3:7-9). Romans 7:7-24 clearly exposes our
impotence under the law. Our flesh is not subject to
the law of Qod, for neither is it able (Rom. 8:7, 8).
So, there is nothing for the flesh but the cross (Gal.
5:24). NEWNESS OF LIFE

Even as we were entombed together with Christ
through baptism into death, we are likewise roused
from among the dead with Him, to walk in newness
of life. For if we have been planted together in the
likeness of His death, nevertheless, we shall be of the
resurrection also (Rom. 6:4, 5). Thus we are united
with our Head in life as well as in death. This truth,
and the knowledge of this truth, is fundaemenial for our
walk; here is the power of the evangel in our lives.
Spirituallly, we take part in His resurrection life. Be-
cause of this, death should no longer be reigning in
our mortal bodies, for us to be obeying its lusts (Rom.
6:12), even though it still dwells in us (Rom. 8:10).

Thus we are not sinless, but sin is no longer to reign
in us. The reader should ponder the latter part of the
sixth chapter of Romans (vss. 12-23). There we find a
plain statement showing how we are to present our
members to God, to inaugurate a life in which Sin will
no longer reign as it once did (vss. 13, 16, 19). We are
not, therefore, denied a part to play in this new life.
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Now we are free from the law, free to do the will of
God, for it is grace that is reigning in our lives. How
wonderful are God’s ways, and what a glorious calling
is ours!

May we, with our beloved apostle Paul, contend the
ideal contest of faith, to finish our course. Then there
will be reserved for us the wreath of righteousness,
which the Lord, the just Judge, will be giving to us,
as well as Paul, and also all others who love His
advent. What an incentive to anticipate that happy
expectation, even the advent of the glory of the great
God and our Saviour, Jesus Christ, Who gave Himself
for us! (Titus 2:13). —BASED ON AN ARTICLE

BY A. SONNICHSEN

MORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

A few additional Version Volunteers are needed to
complete our checking work on the revised edition of
the Concordant Version. Especially needed are those
who own or have access to either an Englishman’s or a
Strong’s Concordance. We also need some helpers who
are familiar with figures of speech and have studied
the section on figures of speech that is found in the
Introduction to the Concordant Version.

NOTE PAPER WITH SCRIPTURE VERSES

Those who would like to have some note paper with
Concordant Version verses printed across the top of
each sheet may now order a box from our Saugus office
for a dollar. The box contains 100 sheets with eight
different verses in the assortment. Paper stock is the
same as these pages of Unsearchable Riches. Delivery
may be delayed if supplies have not arrived from our
printer.




The Secret of the Evangel

“THE MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL”
INTRODUCTION

Is THE GREAT CREATOR indifferent to the creatures of
His hand and heart? For nearly two thousand years
He seems to have set the world adrift. All public com-
munication between the Lord of heaven and a rebellious
earth seems to have been cut off.

Once He helped His own people Israel—the nation
He brought up out of Egypt with marvelous manifesta-
tions of His mercy. But, until recently, their lot has
been worse than that of the balance of mankind. Hunted
from one country to another, the very fire of persecution
has welded them together again, promoting another vast
exodus to the land that Teue* gave their forefathers.

But, stranger still, those among the nations who take
the name of Christ upon themselves, Christendom, whose
God He is supposed to be in a special sense; these, also,
seem quite forgotten. True, many of them have no valid

*“Teue” is a transliteration of the Hebrew Name of God,
used in preference to the less accurate translation, “Lorp”, or
the modified transliteration, “Jehovah.” Ieue is pronounced
“Yehweh” and means Will—be-ing—was

Nore: “THE SECRET oF THE EVANGEL” was originally pub-
lished in Unsearchable Riches magazine, and was later made
available in book form, under the title “THE MYSTERY OF THE
GospPEL.” This book has been out of print nearly two decades.
We are happy to republish this series, which has recently been
completely edited and revised. D.V., one chapter from the book
will appear in each issue of the magazine.

Orders for the new edition of this book are being accepted
by the business office at the present time, although delivery
cannot be promised for at least a year.
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claim to His blessing, for in reality they do not worship
Him, but serve His adversary, the god of this wicked
eon; yet neither do they draw down His displeasure or
any sign that He is even aware of their actions.

But, stranger far than all of these, is His apparent
apathy towards His own beloved saints. Their relation-
ship to Him is not based upon the ties of creaturehood,
or upon an ancient covenant, or on an outward avowal
of His Name, but upon the deep spiritual bond between
the Saviour and the sinner, the Justifier and the justified,
and, as we shall see, the Reconciler and the reconciled.
But their lot, measured by the only standard that the un-
believing world knows, is no better than the common
run. They bear, of pain, of suffering, of sore distress, of
agony, of shame, as any of the rest. And although this
ascends, like fumed incense, with the savor of the Sav-
iour’s Name, it brings down no respite, no relief.

In our spirits only have we rest, in measure as we
know our God, and are acquainted with His ways in this
administration. In His Word we see promises of blessing
and surcease from sorrow, and we read of the high honors
God has reserved for His earthly people. If we ‘‘appro-
priate’’ these to ourselves, a bitter disappointment awaits
us. Then we blame ourselves for lack of ‘‘faith,’’ or, alas,
blame God, as though He had not kept His promises. In
one case we lose the sense of God’s grace, as though He
bartered so much blessing for so much faith; in the other
His holy character is assailed. Such dire consequences
demand investigation. We must discover their cause,
and the remedy must be found.

One of the objects of the following pages is to point
out, by correctly cutting the word of truth, where this
mischief has its source (2 Tim. 2:15). The remedy is most
simple. It lies in faith—real faith. Not in ‘‘applying’’
to ourselves that which God has never given to us, or, in
plain Anglo-Saxon, stealing others’ benefits, and mis-
branding the filched favors ¢‘faith,’’ but in believing that,
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- when God promises blessing to Israel, He means Israel;
when He speaks of the nations, He means the nations, and
when He speaks to His own, He refers to them alone.
This is the only just and sensible way to treat God’s
words.

Another principle, already insisted upon in ‘‘A GEN-
ERAL SURVEY OF THE D1vINE MYSTERIES, ’* must guide our
course. Men cannot know the mind of God until He
reveals it. Thus when He conceals a thing, then we may
rest assured that no one knows aught about His secret
before He tells it to them. To expect to find it in a
previous revelation is a libel on the Divine record.

God, in His rare wisdom, for His great Name’s sake,
proposes to place mankind in a variety of circumstances,
not only to manifest what is in humanity—its fearful
failure in every environment—but also to display the
variety of His own wisdom, and the adaptability of His
resources for every emergency, and to reveal the deep
recesses of His heart. As a result, His dealings with
mankind have varied in different administrations. Each of
these administrations is characterized by a new dispensa-
tion, or gift, on God’s part, and usually closes with His
judgment on account of its abuse.**

The key to each administration, and its part in God’s
purpose, is His attitude as expressed in the character
and magnitude of His gifts. Twelve administrations
seem indicated in God’s Word. It leads only to confu-
sion to mingle them all together, and hinders the under-
standing of any of them. We must diseriminate between
the major portion of God’s Word, which is concerned with
a number of different administrations (which are ours to
study and understand, but not to apply directly to our-
selves), and that comparatively condensed account of the
truth which is in point at the present time. The over-

*Available from the publishers in pamphlet form for ten cents.
**See ‘“Administrations contrasted with Dispensations.”
Available from the publishers for ten cents.
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whelmingly important question for us is this: ‘“What is
God’s real attitude now?’’

‘We have said that there seem to be outward indications
of indifference and apathy, but we dare not allow a mere
seeming to usurp the place of God’s own explanation.
He Enows! Tt is easy to misunderstand another, and man
misjudged Him at the very first. It is quite possible
that His lack of interference shows His unwillingness
to sound the trumpet’s loud alarm, or to pour out the
hoarded bowls of indignation. For such is man’s high-
handed rebellion now, that any interposition on God’s
part in mundane affairs must send down the thunders
and lightnings of His vengeance. And this might soon
occur. When this eon closes, after He has withdrawn His
embassy of peace, an era of unmingled wrath will rage
like a tornado, for a brief period. At its beginning, Prov-
idence retires, heaven’s door opens, and God comes on the
scene. The great day of His indignation is marked by
the fact that He does just what the infidel dares Him
to do now. Wrongs are righted; wickedness avenged;
justice is meted out with an impartial hand. But who
can abide that fiery day?

So then, His silence now betokens that He is still
concerned with peace. This is His inviting attitude.
Men may challenge Him with brazen mouths, may curse
Him to His face, may murder His beloved saints, may
muster every argument to banish Him from His own
creation—but He entreats for peace (2 Cor. 5:20). His
sword is wedded to its sheath and may not be withdrawn.
The world’s hostile attitude toward Him cannot move a
conciliated God. Even the attitude of His own is often
improper, and He is seldom understood, yet His settled
smile remains upon each one. And if they find it difficult
to maintain an attitude of peace, let them not imagine
that God has any such difficulty. May a realization of
His constant favor be the boon of every heart that ponders
these pages!
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In the chapters which follow, the reader will find the
various aspeets of the Conciliation* (which is the secret
of the evangel) separated for clearness’ sake. We will
consider this secret as it affects humanity as well as its
application to all creation. We will examine its aspect
toward all men, and its effect upon the believer. We will
consider its influence upon the proper presentation of
that evangel which is in point at present.

The phrase ‘‘the secret of the evangel’’ may be new to
those who are accustomed to the Authorized ‘‘King
James’’ Version rendering, ‘‘the mystery of the gospel.’’
While the ‘“Bible’’ may speak of mysteries, the inspired
original sets forth secrets which, once they are revealed,
may be easily understood. They are not mysteries, be-
yond human comprehension, but secrets which were con-
cealed until God made them known at the predetermined
time (See Rom. 16:25, 26; Eph. 1:9, 3:9; Col. 1:26).
Alas! These secrets seem to have become mysterious to
most of God’s dear saints. May He grant, in these ‘‘last
days,’’ that these precious secrets may be recovered and
set forth for all the saints to understand and enjoy! For
it is these very secrets which will illumine the pathway
leading to maturity (Col. 1:27-29).

But why alter gospel to evangel? The Greek word here
translated ‘‘gospel’’ is eua[n]ggelion, which literally
means, WELL-MESSAGE. While we may cling to the
term ‘‘gospel’’ for sentimental reasons, the rendering
‘‘evangel’’ is advantageous in that it provides the verb
evangelize and the noun evangelist. This consideration
alone should be sufficient for the earnest truth-seeker
since it provides uniform equivalents for each gram-
matical form of the Greek. Even the King James Version
translates the noun evangelist in its three oceurrences

*A special term describing God’s present attitude of PEACE
toward the world (See 2 Cor. 5:19). The Authorized Version
reads “reconciliation,” but this is required for the strengthened
form of the word when two parties are at peace with one another,
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(Acts 21:8; Eph. 4:11; 2 Tim. 4:5). The use of the word
evangel may also help to eliminate the many unseriptural
associations and phrases which crowd around the word
“‘gospel,’”’ hindering the divine light from illuminating
the reader’s mind. We know that Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John do not present four gospels but rather each gives
an account of our Lord’s life suited to His varied glories
as the King, the Servant, the Son of Mankind and the Son
of the Father.

We trust that all who are not familiar with the CoNcor-
DANT VERSION will patiently consider any renderings
which appear ‘‘strange’’ at first, because each alteration
from the accepted version is based on the solid foundation
of the inspired original consistently translated.

Thus the CoNcorDANT VERSION* is used in all lengthy
appeals to the text because of its uniformity and fidelity
to the facts of the ancient manusecripts. This version
seeks to avoid translating one word of the original in a
variety of ways, preferring, instead, to assign it a single
standard English equivalent. The grammatical forms are
treated in the same manner. This insures an impartial
and ‘‘econcordant’’ version. With the aid of a Greek-Eng-
lish concordance, each reader may assure himself of the
aptness of each English equivalent by examining the con-
texts in which the word is found. Instead of many differ-
ent renderings, which tend to dim our apprehension, we
are led to distinguish the fine shades of meaning and
determine the force of each word.

In our quotations from the Secriptures we have en-
deavored to include enough of the context so as to avoid
the danger of importing a foreign meaning into the text.

PAUL’S PRAYER

Paul realized the great importance of the secret of
the evangel. Even when he was held captive in prison

*The Concordant Version of the “New Testament” is avail-
able from the Publishers with a concordance in one volume
or with the version and concordance bound separately.
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his burning desire was to blaze abroad this grand secret.
No longer could he go among the assemblies to impart
this glorious revelation, but must content himself with
speaking with such liberty as his chain allowed, or with
writing to those to whom he could not speak. He was
burdened for lack of utterance. And so he prayed this
~ prayer:

During every prayer and petition be praying on every
occasion (in spirit being vigilant also for it with all per-
severance and petition concerning all the saints, and for
me), that to me expression may be granted, in the open-
ing of my mouth with boldness, to make known the secret
of the evangel, for which I am conducting an embassy in
a chain, that in it I should be speaking boldly, as I must
speak. (Eph. 6:18-20).

God heard that prayer, and He will answer it again.
O that every saint would join with us in our petition that
God would indeed recover and restore to His saints

THE SECRET OF THE EVANGEL!

FLEE PURSUE
Idolatry 1 Cor. 10:14 Peace and Edification
Prostitution 1 Cor. 6:18 Romans 14:19

Youthful Desires
2 Timothy 2:22

Love 1 Corinthians 14:1
Faith and Righteousness
2 Timothy 2:22
Hospitality Rom. 12:13
Good 1 Thess. 5:15
Prize of God’s Calling

above in Christ Jesus
Philippians 3:14
““I am entreating you,
then, I, the prisoner in the
Lord, to walk worthily of
the calling with which you
were called ...”” -Eph. 4:1



Young People’s Department

RESTORED IN THE POTTER’S HAND

“I went down to the potter’s house. Behold! He
wrought a work on the wheels. And the vessel that was
made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter. So
he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the
potter to make.”’” (Jeremiah 18:3, 4, A.V.).

THE Gop WHO FORMED the old creation will also fashion
the new. The potter’s prerequisite to remake an un-
satisfactory vessel into a useful utensil is recognized by
all. The same clay that went into the imperfect piece
can be re-worked and molded into a fresh form which
will reflect his highest craftsmanship and add to his
renoun.

‘What is true among mortals also holds true of the
marvelous master Potter of the universe, to Whom the
wiliest rebel is actually only ‘‘putty in His hands.”

HANDS NEVER LEAVE THE CLAY

God never ‘‘gives up.’”’ He will finish everything He
has begun. As was pointed out in our initial article,
there is no ‘‘wastebasket’’ in His pottery shop. Nothing
need be discarded, for His skill at re-working is infinite.
‘While some vessels now are needed to display His dis-
pleasure and are suited for destruction, it is wise to
remember that ‘‘destruction’’ is the same word as
“‘lost’’ in Greek, and the Shepherd never sleeps while
there are yet ‘‘lost’’ sheep. No matter how much re-
forming and refining are necessary, the Potter never
takes His hand from the clay. He never throws any
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lump away, for He knows that its essential elements
are most costly, and He believes in ‘‘thrift.”” Did our
Lord just litter the landscape with the surplus frag-
ments when He fed the five thousand? No, every scrap
was gathered up! (John 6:11-14).

EI;IDLESS DAMNATION DISHONORS THE POTTER

The current delusion that the Secriptures teach an
endless eternity of agony for the unbeliever, the un-
suitable vessel, is a dishonor and a disgrace to the name
and reputation of the greatest Artisan of all time.
God knows what He is doing, and He understands what
He is forming. Nothing comes as a surprise to Him,
although our sins do bring sorrow to His heart. He
recognizes what is best for every one of His creatures,
and long ago determined the best method by which to
bring each vessel to acknowledge that His way is always
wiser.

Men theorize and reason wrongly. Yet, because He
knows that they will benefit by swallowing the bitter
fruits of their own belligerent behaviour, He allows
them to acquire nicks and scratches and be disfigured
and deformed while following after the follies of their
flesh.

But God never gave any of His creatures legs nimble
enough to outdistance Him. God’s patient pursuit of
His wayward prodigals is the longest love story of them
all. When Paul asked Timothy to offer prayer for all
the sons and daughters of our ancient ancestor, Adam,
he says that this will be welcome in the sight of our
Saviour, God, Who wills that all mankind be saved and
come into a realization of the truth (1 Tim. 2:3, 4).
Again, in this same letter, Paul says that we rely on the
living God, Who s the Saviour of all mankind, espe-
cially of those who believe (1 Tim. 4:10).

After death (the last enemy) has been abolished (1
Cor. 15:26), Christ will turn all things over to His
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Father, in order that God may become All in all (1
Cor. 15:28). This is the ultimate outcome of God’s
infinite grace. This was the purpose for which He
brought the universe into being. Vessels filled to over-
flowing with God’s spirit, prepared for His praise and
glory and honor; these were all seen in the potential
progeny of Adam. Nothing need be thrown away, for
the Potter would not rest until every shard has been
re-formed into the image of His Son. All this lies out
there before us. Living in expectation, we anxiously
await our new spiritual bodies which will be suited to
the celestials. We were not chosen to be the few sal-
vaged fragments from a devastated china shop; rather
were we selected to be the chosen channels to carry the
Creator’s love and graciousness to every piece of unfit
‘‘earthenware’’ in the universe. D.EK.

The Children’s Page

GOD’S SECRET

Many of you have shared a lovely secret at some
time—little sister’s birthday party, or Dad’s Christmas
gift—or some other special happening. How you wished
you could tell the secret!

Did you know that God once had a great secret con-
cerning you and me? He did not tell Moses, nor Daniel,
nor David, even though these were very wise men. It
wasn’t time to tell the secret then, so God waited and
didn’t tell anyone for many, many years.

Then, one day, God knew it was time to tell the secret.
Paul, the apostle, was preaching about Jesus Christ,
God’s Son, as he traveled from place to place. Paul
also wrote letters to help people understand more about
God and His Son. God whispered this great secret to
Paul—His secret which included you and me. Paul
wrote about it in his letters.




48 ‘What the Secret was

‘What was the secret? Well, you see, for many years
the Jewish people were God’s own special people. God
taught them, He kept them safe from harm, and did
many great things for them because He loved them.
Only Jews were important to His purpose at that time.

The secret was that we were to be God’s special
people, too! We who are from many nations were very
important to God, but no one knew it until Paul began
to tell it to everyone. What a wonderful secret, that
God chose us to be His people! Aren’t you glad you
are living now, and can read in God’s Word the very
letters Paul wrote about it?

Someday, Jesus is coming to take us with Him, just
because we are God’s chosen ones. We shall see Him,
and we shall be like Him. Whatever our Saviour Christ
Jesus is doing, we will help Him, and have a share in
His work. That will be a wonderful time, won’t it?
‘We will tell how God loved us long, long ago—before
we were born—yet He kept it a secret for many, many
years.

But we need not wait to share the news of God’s love.
Let us tell it to others, for many still have never heard
about this great secret. F.S.

NEW BEGINNER’S ASSORTMENT

The following pamphlets are contained in our new
Beginner’s Assortment of literature. The entire assort-
ment is 50 cents, or three for a dollar. We supply
three mailing envelopes with each assortment, so that
you can mail it to your friends a little at a time.

The Bible in Brief 5 Great Prophetic Periods
The Object of Creation Salvation for All

Heaven Good News

The Problem of Ewil Correctly Cutting

The Word of Truth The Story of the Version

The Building of Woman  Romans with Notes
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EDITORIAL

“That I may be sharing some spiritual grace with you,
for you to be established.” —Romans 1:11

How riTTiNGg are these words today as we send forth
another issue of Unsearchable Riches magazine. As we
look around us our hearts find no resting place and nothing
seems sure, nothing secure. Everywhere is unrest, con-
fusion and strife. ‘‘Peace and security’’ seem as far off
as ever while the ‘‘United (?) Nations’’ struggles to
restore order. Yet Paul’s words ring out with fresh
meaning; ‘“... for you to be established.’’

Only God can establish His saints. And it is His Word
which gives stability and assurance. Knowing this, it is
our fervent desire to share the marvelous riches of God’s
grace as revealed in His Word. Once we know Him and
drink deeply of His unceasing love, nothing can disrupt or
destroy our confidence in Him. Yet we can come to know
Him only through His Word and it is there alone that His
vast love is fully revealed. It is to His Word, then, that
we must turn to become ‘‘established.”” Never has the
need been greater to ‘‘herald the Worbp,’’ for we live in an
era when men will not tolerate sound teaching, but, their
hearing being tickled, they will be heaping up for them-
selves teachers in accord with their own desires, and,
indeed, they will be turning their hearing away from the
truth, yet will be turning aside to myths (2 Tim. 4:2-4).
How important it becomes in such a day to ‘‘stand by’’ the
‘Word : Not the movement nor the leader but the Word!

In this issue of Unsearchable Riches we feature the first
chapter of the recently revised book, ¢‘ The Mystery of the
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Gospel.”” This chapter is entitled ‘‘Israel Cast Away,”’
and is intended to help the reader understand God’s pur-
pose in neglecting His terrestrial people, Israel, while He
turns to the other nations and calls out the members of
the ‘‘body of Christ’’ who are blessed with every spiritual
blessing among the celestials.

Our article in the series on Isaiah is a continuation of
the section which commenced in our last number. Our
readers will note that this article also contains three
sample pages from our forthcoming Concordant Version
of Isaiah, which illustrate the arrangement and the style
which will characterize the final product. However, these
sample pages have been photographically reduced to fit
our regular magazine page-size, so are smaller than the
actual size which will appear in the finished edition of
Isaiah. We anticipate publishing the Concordant Version
of Isaiah sometime later this year, as revision work now
approaches its final stages. However, our past experience
warns us not to set an actual publication date at this time.

The series of articles under the heading ¢ Check your
Panoply’’ continues in this issue with the title ‘‘Humility
and the Superabundance of Grace.”” This article en-
deavors to help us understand how we may ‘‘let this dis-
osition be in [us] which is in Christ Jesus also.”’ (Phil.
2:5). It led Him to the cross. Until we see ourselves
‘“erucified with Christ’’ it will be impossible to have that
humble disposition which our Lord always displayed.

Thus these articles and the others included in this issue
are our means of ‘‘sharing some spiritual grace with you,
for you to be established.”” Yet we know that God alone
can make what is written operative in each one, effecting
the changes in our attitude which alter our whole outlook
on this present ‘‘wicked eon’’ that we might, even now,
be conformed to the image of His Son. Thus with joy we
echo Paul’s words once more: ‘‘Now to Him Who is able
to establish you...be glory for the eons of the eons.
Amen!”’ (Rom. 16:25, 27). —THE EpiTORS



Notes on Isaiah

IEUE’S SEQUEL TO FAITHLESS AHAZ
(Part IT—TIsa1a® 9:1 To 10:19)

(Ep1Tor’s NoTE: Before reading this article one should
read the initial instalment which appeared in the Janu-
ary number of Unsearchable Riches—available from the
publishers for twenty-five cents).

THE THRONE OF DAVID

This portion of the prophet commences with a seven
verse segment heralding One Who will be worthy to sit
upon the throne of David, dealing out judgment and
justice (Isaiah 9:1-7). He will embody Israel’s ideal
which was intimated even to the generation which Moses
entrusted to Joshua’s leadership, when they entered the
land. How utterly had most of Israel’s monarchs failed
to live up to the righteous requirements for a leader of
God’s chosen people! Not only were they unfaithful
in their divine service to Him, but they outrageously
oppressed His poor, and failed to offer aid to the widows
and orphans. The Davidic dynasty was dominated by
failure, and King Ahaz earned the dubious distinetion
of sinking deeper into depravity than any other despot.
In a deliberate manner, he practically abolished the
worship of Ieue in Judah, and, when threatened by
an invasion by Ephraim and Syria, he even surrendered
the independance of his nation to Assyrian overlords
in order to protect himself from the fruits of his own
expedience and impiety.

How strange, then, that Isaiah now foresees a great
light bursting forth in brilliance over the dwellers of
this death-shadowed land! Lo! There is rejoicing and
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Is. 9 Ahaz, Just Judge! Ephraim’s pride® Doom!! Enemies!t
98" For no faintness fof ¥ constraint will be hers as in the first era, 91-7Justjudge=

‘When He slighted the land? of Zebulon and ‘the? land? of Naphtali. 101-4

6Yet in the latter He will glorify the way of the sea, Zb u lun Prerzared

73Across the Jordan, Galilee of the nations, N phthli Entwisred I1rd n Descender

2t *The people -9°walking in darkness will see a great light, Glil Circuit
Dwellers in a death-shadowed land, light is bright over them.?

3 Increase dost Thou the ’exultation, 12K1520 Mtd15-16

Magnify wilt Thou the rejoicing, 2 Mtd1e Lul?9

They will rejoice before Thee as the rejoicing in the harvest,
As ¥ they are exulting in their apportioning the loot.
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And ‘the "sliderbar’ of his shoulder®;. 4 Jdra2-28
Teue® cracks the "club of the exactor amonﬁlthem, as in the day of
5 For every boot of the booter is in the quaking, [Midian,
And the raiment is being rolled in blood, M din Quarreler
And it comes to be for burning, fuel for a fire.
6 For a Boy is born to us, A Son is given to us, 6 714 Jr235 Mi52 Lu211

And the chieftainship shall come to be on His "shoulder®,
And His Name is called, “Marvelous.”

Couhsel to the master “shall He bring,’ 7 25712-18 Jr235 Lulss
To the chief of the future, welfare. welfare: peace
7 To the increase of the chieftainship, And to the welfare shall be no end,

On the throne of David, and over his kingdom, to prepare ‘it, Duid Fonp-maker
And to Fbrace it ‘with judgment and iwith justice,
Henceforth and in the future eon.
The zeal of Ieue of hosts will do this.
8-10 Ephraim's Pride=11-22
8 Word was sent by ‘Ieue? into Jacob, And it *fell in Israel. 8] 0gb Heme
9°  And the people know, all of them, Ephraim and the dweller of Samaria,
‘Who, in pride and " a greatly swollen fheart, are t° saying, BAphr im Frurrs
10*'*The bricks fell, %yet with trimmed stone will we build,? Shmr un Keze
*The sycamore fig trees were hacked down, 9yet we to cedars will vary.””
8-10=Ephraim’s Doom 11-21 11-12 Enemies 18-21
11%aYet Ieue will make ‘the foes of Rezin impregnable over him, Rtzin Runner
And ‘his enemies will He "screen. behind: arer 12 525 917 104
12" The Syrians from the east, and the Philistines from behind, BArm ith Most-ncn-ite
?And they shall devour ‘Israel ‘with a whole mouth.?  Phl shth i Distinguished-sertlers

“And” in all this His anger does not reverse, devour: mx
And His shand is outstretched still!
13"aYet the people do not return unto their -Smiter, 18 Israel 14-17
And of ‘Ieue of hosts they do not inquire, I e ue
‘Will-be-ing-was
14"rAnd Ieue will cut off from Israel head and tail, * 18 Israel 1427
Frond and rush 'in® one day.? 3 shr-Al Upright-with-SusJscroz
15%  The elder and reputable, he is the ®head, 15 1918

And a prophet directing with falsehood, he is the *tail.
16% And they are >coming to make “this "people happy, cleading them Fastray,
And those being made happy will be *swallowed up. 16312 Mﬂg‘
17" Therefore, °n their choice men my Lord will not ‘spare,®
And on ‘their orphans and ‘their widows He will not have compassion,
For all of them are polluted and °doing evil,
And every ‘mouth speaks decadence.

Reproduced here is a specimen page of the Concordant Version
of Isaiah, chapter nine. It has been photographically reduced
to fit our page size. The type size in the actual book will be

consideradly larger.
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exultation before Ieue. The yoke and the sliderbar have
been withdrawn! The raiment once rolled in blood has
become fuel for the fire (9:5) ! Their liberation is linked
to one who is sitting on the throne of David, one who has
brought welfare in his train. The days of Ahaz are now
over, and this prophecy points, in its immediate appli-
cation, to his noble son, Hezekiah. Yet he is intentionally
left unnamed in this chapter, so that this initial ful-
fillment might also foreshadow a still greater counter-
part, when Messiah Himself would fill the role now
typified by Hezekiah.

On the throne of David, Hezekiah, perhaps the most
faithful of monarchs since David, promotes welfare and
truth. Quickly he resolves to rectify the wrongs of
his faithless father, and demolish the evils his parent
had introduced. In addition he reverses the stupidities
and indiseretions of all Israel’s preceding kings, even as
far back as his forebear, Solomon. So thoroughly did
Hezekiah cleanse his kingdom that he even broke in
pieces the copper serpent Moses had made (Num. 21:9)
because it had become an object of veneration to the
people (2 Kings 18:4). In Hezekiah we perceive a
rather vivid type of the coming Messiah, for he did his
utmost to restore the kingdom to an honorable position,
as well as restoring the status of a king who ruled for

e.
Tou HEZEKIAH GATHERS ISRAEL

Hezekiah’s aim was that Ieue might be honored in
Israel. So he proceeds to gather together those remnants
of the holy nation, left after the deportation of Ephraim,
who still retained a reverent regard for Ieue. In this
Hezekiah intimated Messiah’s future gathering of scat-
tered Israel. The nation’s independence wasalsorestored ;
agriculture was encouraged, and the whole general
wellbeing of the land itself was promoted. Prompted
by the zeal of Ieue of hosts, Hezekiah strove continually
to honor judgment and justice. In all this, his activities



o4 Isaiah 9:17-10:11

Enemies!® Unjust judges10! Teue disregarded® Assyria® Is. 910

In all this His anger does not reverse,
And His *hand is outstretched still!

187 For wickedness consumes as fire does buckthern, 11-12 Enemies 18-21

%Even the spine will it devour, devour: mar
And ravage in the thickets of the wildwood, .
’And devour around all the hills.’ devour; mar

And they will mount up with swelling smoke.? )
190 By the “shot’ rage of Ieue of hosts is all’ ‘the® land Fincinerated,
And the people are coming to be as fuel for the fire,
A man t his brother shall not spare.
20”  And he will sever on the right, yet is famishing,
And he will eat on the left, 3yet is not satisfied.

A man will eat the flesh of his arm. N " Mnsh e Oblivion
21* Manasseh “will Feat’ ‘Ephraim and Ephraim ‘Manasseh, EAphr im Faum
And together they ’will *dine’ on Judah. Ileud e Acclaimed

‘And? in all this His anger does not reverse,
And His shand is outstretched still!

10 Woe to the statute makers of lawless statutes! 91-7=Unjust Judges 101-4
- And writings “iniquitous’ they write, 1-2 Iniquity=Doom 3-¢
2 To Tturn the poor aside from adjudication,
And to pillage in judgment the humble of My people,
For widows to become their loot, And ‘orphans are they plundering.

8 oYet what will you do tin the day of visitation, 1-2 Iniquity=Doom 3-¢
And tin the "tumult’ which shall come from afar?
onTo 3whom will you flee for help,
And whither will you leave your Aglory? leave: Forsaxs
4 Unless one bows under a prisoner, unless: barring
40r under the killed, they shall fall.

‘And? in all this His anger does not reverse,
And His *hand is outstretched still!

§ Woe, Assyria! *Club of My anger! 89-22 leue Disregarded 105-19
And a rod! He, in their shand, is My menacel 5-6 Assyria 16-19
e Among a nation polluted will I send him. Ash u r Procrass-ing

And °"against a people, object of My rage, will I instruct him.
To loot loot and to plunder plunder,
And to place them for tramping, as the clay of the streets.

7. aYet he, not so is he 'planning,’ And his Theart, not so is devising, 7-11 King 12-18
For to exterminate is in his *heart, And to cut off nations not a few.

s For saying is he, “Are not my chiefs altogether kings? 9 2K1834

9 Is not, as Carchemish, Calno? ©CarKr k mish Dic-as-ReMoved! 081K Inu As-Lobc

Should not, as Arphad, be Hamath? Ar phd Lion-ransoM EChm th Warm-cva

. Should not, as Damascus, be Samaria?  Dnishq SurFicE-RUN-ABOUT Shmr un Keze
10 As*my shand found to’all’ the kingdoms of the forbidden idols,
And their carvings, more /than Jerusalem’s and /than Samaria’s,

41  Shall I not, as » I did to’Samaria and to her forbidden idols, 11 36190-20

So do to Jerusalem and to her grief fetishes?” Jelrushim Tenancy-of-Welfar

This is a reproduction of the second page of the section of
Isaiah dealt with in this article. The small notation in the
margin opposite verse eighteen indicates the passage that is
parallel to this section (T'he same note will be found at verse 11).



The Assyrian Invaders 95

are a foreshadowing of the future glory which will come
upon Israel, when, in that coming day, they will again
be brought from the depths of despair which will have
descended upon them because of their idolatry and faith-
lessness.
EPHRAIM AND. SAMARIA

At this point in the prophecy, judgment and justice
are on the throne of David. However, the scene now
changes abruptly as the prophet begins to direct his
remarks northward to Ephraim and Samaria (9:8-10).
In order to do this, we are now taken backward, for a
moment, to a suitable point where all of Ieue’s people
may be spoken to as a unit, and they are addressed by the
natural term to suit this circumstance: Jacob. Briefly,
this designation ignores the division of the nation. Ieue
sent His word to Jacob (9:8). A similar condition is
seen in 2:5 and 6, yet, returning to chapter 9, here the
rift which has occurred is ultimately recognized, for the
word which Ieue sent falls on Israel. This means that
the northern kingdom, Ephraim and Samaria, are now
to be addressed exclusively. They are warned that
their pride and greatly swollen heart will be their ulti-
mate downfall as Ieue brings against them four distinet
blows, which will shake their kingdom loose at its founda-
tion. As each stroke is consummated, they are warned
that even still His anger is not reversed, for His hand is
still outstretched. Each time this warning is repeated,
it becomes more ominous. The actual invasions they
foreshadowed are recorded in 2 Kings 15:29, 17:3, 5,
and 24. The details of Isaiah’s description indicate that
the Assyrian invaders will be thoroughly ruthless as they
overrun the northern people. The increasing severity
of their oppression will produce erippling devastation of
the land and lead to spreading famine.

The intention of Ephraim and DManasseh to ‘‘dine’’
on Judah will be completely frustrated. Now instead,
they devour each other! Matters proceed to a climax,




56 Isaiah 10:12-27

Ts. 10 Ahaz, Teue disregarded, King!? Assyrial® Reliance20
12 aYet it bcomes, t‘when *Ieue® will *clip off 7-11 King 1218
‘All His doings in mount Zion and in Jerusalem, JeIrushim Tenancy-of-Welfare

1 will visit evil on the fruit of the insolent Fheart of the king of Assyria,
And o8 the high Fbeauty of his ‘eyes. insolent: GREAT Ash ur ProcREss-ing 18 3736
13 For, says he, “By the vigor of my *hand I did it,
And ‘by my wisdom, for understanding have I.
And I am ctaking away the boundaries of the peoples,
And their "equipment I rob,
And I am ¢bringing down, as a sturdy one, their dwellers,

14 And my *hand is finding, as a nest, to the estate of the peoples,
‘And, as one gathers forsaken eggs,
The entire *earth do I ga;lller. . m.;;“ u c"l:_n‘
PAnd no one comes to be ruffling a win, "
40r opening wide the mouth andg chirpil%g.”' (To-subjectors)
15  Will the 'axe beautify itself over the one hewing fwith it? 15 Ro920
Should the chief’s 'mace magnify itself over the one waving it?
As if a club is also waving ‘the one raising it! raise: HicH (twice)

s : ) A '
As if a rod is raising one who is not wood! 56 o 10.19

16 Wherefore, the Lord Ieue of hosts will send fupon his Fstout ones Fleanness,
And under his glory will glow a glowing as the glowing of fire,
217  *And the Light of Israel will come to betca fire,  /shr-Al Upright-with-Sussecror
And his Holy One to be a blaze, 17 Dr424 Hb1229
And it consumes and devours his spines and his buckthorns in one day,
18 And "quenched is’ the glory of his wildwood, and his crop land,? devour: zar
From the soul and unto the flesh, will He finish.
And it comes to be as a “fleeing’ when fleeing ‘from a consuming blaze.’
19 And the remainder of the Atrees of his Awildwood will be¢ a number
9That a lad will list them.
85-8=Reliance on Ieue 1020-34 20-27 Restoration 28-34
20 And it °comes in ‘that day, that the remnant of Israel 1 oqb HeaL
And the delivered of the house of Jacob will not continue further to flean on
aYet they will 7lean on Ieue, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. [their sl'nitel:'i

21 A remnant will return, a remnant of Jacob, to Al, the Master. a1l
22 For, should "the’ people of Israel come to be as the sand of the sea,
A remnant shall 'be saved’ among them. 22 Ro927
The conclusion decided shall be overflowing with righteousuess,
23 For a conclusive and decisive “accounting’ 252822
Will my Lord Ieue of hosts make within the entire land.
24 Wherefore thus says my Lord, Ieue of hosts: .
“You must not fear, My people, dwellers of Zion, 2Tzi un Armify-ing

/Because Assyria, ‘with a Fclub is smiting you,
And his frod is he lifting over you, in the *way of Egypt.

25 For still a little bit and the will be luded
And My anger over their ‘strategy’.”
26 ?And Ieue of hosts will brandish a whip over him, 26 Exl426 ]d728
As the smiting of Midian ‘at the rock Oreb, M din Quarreler
And His rod will be over the sea, Ourb Raven

And He will lift it up in the way of Egypt.?  EMtzrim Narrows rot: harmed stout: or
27 And it >comes in ‘that day, PHe will withdraw his burden off your back,
And his yoke off your neck, And the yoke will 'rot’ in view of the stoutness.?

This page reproduces the final portion of Isaiah taken up in
this article. The meaning of important names are given in the
margin just opposite where they occur. (Note the meaning of
Jerusalem in the second line of verse twelve.)




A Vivid Contrast ‘ 57

the doom of this people, Ephraim and Manasseh (9:11-
21). And even thus His anger is not reversed, and
His hand is outstretched still! And with these words
the northern ten tribes go into captivity!

THE STATUTE MAKER

" The concluding portion of this section (10:1-4) directs
woe against the unjust judges who controlled the
northern kingdom. They have devised lawless statutes
which deny justice to the poor. They pillage the humble,
loot the widow and plunder the orphan. To such Isaiah
could only warn: Whither will you leave your glory
(when the day of visitation comes) ? The condition of
these unjust judges in Ephraim provides the most vivid
contrast possible to what will occur in Judah under the
son of David. There the throne will be established,
and sitting on it will be a son of David who counsels the
people wisely and promotes welfare and truth, giving

glory to Ieue.
IEUE’S PREPARATION

Ieue’s intention to use the Assyrian to execute His
threats against the northern ten-tribed kingdom was
actually behind His word which He sent to Jacob.
Long before, in the reign of Jeroboam II, the prophet
Jonah had been commissioned to go to Nineveh, the
capital of Assyria, to call it to repentance. And, because
he failed to understand Ieue’s intention in sending him
there, he was irritated when the Assyrian did repent, and
thus was available to be used later to restrain Israel’s
violent plans against Judah, and even take the northern
kingdom into captivity.

Not only did Tiglath-Pileser quell the Syrian and
prostrate Ephraim, but he also caused Ahaz much dis-
tress, so that Ieue brought Judah very low by the hand
of the Assyrian. The extension of this invasion down
into Judah’s territory was a direct result of Ahaz’s
own impious folly and utter unbelief. This, however,




58 Assyria, ““The Club,”’

was but the initial stage of operations, for Isaiah had
informed Ahaz that in sixty-five years Ephraim would no
longer be a people. Ieue would hire Assyria (7:20) to
carry out His threats against those nations who plotted
the extermination of Judah.

From all of these activities we may discern how skill-
fully Ieue carries on His own operations, employing the
nations to unwittingly carry out His will. All things
are aimed to bring about the eventual fulfillment of every
promise made to David. Yet all this is occurring amidst
the complicated interplay and scheming of the other na-
tions, whose only motive is the achievement of their
own selfish ends, and the satisfaction of their own vanity.
‘While they suppose they are doing exactly as they
desire, they are completely oblivious of Ieue’s operations
in their midst!

DISREGARD FOR IEUE

Teue’s “‘club’’ which He used to subdue Ephraim,
completely overestimated its own importance. Ieue em-
powered Assyria to be His ‘‘rod,’’ to be His menace, but
they had utter disregard for Him. This is clearly seen
in Isaiah’s prophetic vision in chapter ten, verses five
to nineteen. The prophet’s words first portray the end
of Ephraim people and rulers; and then focus their
attention on the Assyrian who brought it about. Why
does Isaiah threaten ‘“Woe!’’ to the very ones who were
His instruments to ruin Ephraim? Assyria overstepped
the mark, they went too far, they were interested only
in displaying their own glory and prowess.

The books of Kings and Chronicles, the annals of the
actual history of this perilous period, record the
imprudent and blasphemous boast of Assyria. They
even go so far as to claim, when before Jerusalem’s
gates, that they have not come up against the city ‘‘ with-
out Teue’’ (2 Kings 18:25) ! There is a measure of irony
in these words, yet there is also some truth, for Isaiah
had previously declared that Assyria was Ieue’s club.
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Yet the warning Isaiah made to them at the same time
was obviously disregarded. The heart of Assyria was
insolent, and did not plan or devise on account of Ieue.
Assyria did not regard itself as the club, but rather as
the one raising it! Assyria, the axe, pompously boasted
to be above the One hewing with it. Assyria envisioned
itself as full of vigor and wisdom, gathering eggs from
forsaken nests, without a ruffle of a wing or a chirp of
protest.

But Assyria erred; the issue was not in their hands.
The Light of Israel (10:17) would glow and become a
fire, consuming his spines and buckthorns in one day.
So completely would the Assyrian be routed that the
number of men remaining in his army, pictured as trees
remaining in his wildwood, would be so few that a lad
could list them! As this point the prophecy has reached
the days of Hezekiah. There is deliverance for the
house of Jacob (10:20-34). A remnant will be saved
amidst a conclusion overflowing with righteousness. In
view of this, the message rings out clear and strong:
““You must not fear, My people, dwellers of Zion!”’

(To be continued)

1961 FELLOWSHIP AT BALDWIN, MICHIGAN

Plans are now being made for the annual Young People’s
Fellowship in Michigan. The date selected as most convenient
for all, is August 6 through August 20, including three week-
ends. We trust that you will be able to plan your vacation
during this time. Please try to have your reservation in by
July 15 if possible, but if this is not possible, do not let this keep
you away. Baldwin is about 70 miles north of Grand Rapids
and 33 miles east of Ludington.

Especially to be studied, and read each morning, will be
Ephesians 4. It is not too early to begin now to learn this
chapter. Please join with us in prayer that this time of re-
freshing and study may be for the laud of His glory and that
Ephesians 4:15 may be our aim during the Fellowship and
always. “Now, being true, in love we should be making all grow
into Him, Who is the Head—Christ.”

Please send reservations to Dorothy Johnson, Route 1, Box
470, Baldwin, Michigan.



ISRAEL CAST AWAY (ISAIAH 6:1-13)

In the year of the death of king Uzziah,

1 am seeing Ieue, sitting on a throne.

High and lifted up is He, and His skirts are filling the temple.

Seraphim are standing above it with six wings,

Six wings to each one. With two it is covering its face,

And with two it is covering its feet, And with two it is flying.

And one calls to another, and says, “Holy! Holy! Holy!

Ieue of hosts! All the earth is filled with His glory!”

And the cubit widths of the thresholds are swaying at the sound
of the call.

And the house is filling with smoke.

And saying am I, “Alack to me! For stilled am I,

For a man of unclean lips am I,

And amidst a people of unclean lips am I dwelling,

For the King, Ieue of hosts, my eyes have seen!”

And flying to me is one of the seraphim,

And in its hand is a glowing coal.

With snuffers he takes it off the altar.

And he is touching my mouth and saying,

“Behold! This touches your lips.

And withdrawn is your depravity.

And for your sin there is a propitiatory shelter.”

And I am hearing the voice of Ieue, saying “Whom shall I send?

And who shall go to this nation?”

And saying am I, “Behold me! Send me!”

And He is saying to me, “Go to this people and say:

‘Hear ye to hear, yet you must not be understanding.

And see ye to see, yet you must not be knowing.’

Stouten the heart of this people,

And their ears make heavy,

And their eyes make squint.

Lest they are seeing with their eyes,

And with their ears are hearing,

And with their heart are understanding,

And, turning back, then healing is theirs.”

And saying am I, “Till when, Ieue?”

And saying is He,

“Till a desolation should be the cities from having no dweller,

And houses, from having no human.

And the ground is remaining a desolation,

And Ieue removes the human afar,

And much is forsaken within the land.

Yet still a tenth remains in it, for it turns back,

And it becomes consumed as a terebinth.

And, as an oak which, when flung down, is a monument

The holy seed among them is its monument.”



The Secret of the Evangel

ISRAEL CAST AWAY

ACCESs INTO GOD’S PRESENCE is the most solemn and awe-
some consideration which can occupy the human heart.
In arranging for presentation to an earthly potentate,
there are various rules and customs to be observed. A
monarch has the right to preseribe the manner in which
he may be approached. So the great Ieue® made it clear
how His people, Israel, may draw near to Him. To neg-
lect His provisions, to override His commands, was to
invite dire disaster.

This is the solemn lesson taught to the mighty King
Uzziah (0zie STRONG-will-be). Ieue had decreed that
none but the priests, upon whom the holy anointing oil
had been poured, might enter His sanctuary (Ex. 30:30).
Uzziah was one of the few kings who had the enviable
record that ‘‘he is doing what is upright in the eyes of
Teue.”’ (2 Chron. 26:4). He was prospered in war and
in peace until he became famous and exceedingly strong.
Yet when he was established ‘‘his heart was haughty to
his ruin. And he is offending Ieue, his Alueim,*# and is
entering the temple of Ieue to fume on the altar of in-
cense. Yet going in after him is Azariah, the priest, and

*“Jeue” is a transliteration of the Hebrew Name of God, used
in preference to the less accurate translation, “Lorp,” or the
modified transliteration, “Jehovah.” Ieue is pronounced “Yeh-
weh’” and means ‘“Will-be-ing-was.”

**“Alueim” is a transliteration of the original Hebrew and
means “To-subjectors.” This is the plural form which the
Authorized Version translates “God.” It is first used in Genesis
1:1. It was also used of Moses (Ex. 7:1), and “judges” (Ex.
22:8), who were subjectors to the supreme Subjector. It was
also used of false gods (Ex. 12:12). :



62 Uzziah’s Presumption

with him eighty valorous priests of Teue. And they are
withstanding Uzziah, the king, and are saying to him:
‘Not for you, Uzziah, is it to fume to Ieue, but for the
priests who are sons of Aaron, who are hallowed to fume.
Forth with you from the sanctuary, for you offend, and
no glory will it be to you from Ieue Alueim!’ Yet turbu-
lent is Uzziah, and in his hand is a censer for fuming.
And, in his turbulence with the priests, then the leprosy
rose in his forehead, in the presence of the priests at the
altar of incense, in the house of Ieue. And facing him
are Azariah, the head priest, and all the priests. And,
behold! He is leprous in his forehead! And hustling
him are they from the place. And, moreover, he pressed
on to go forth, for Ieue touches him. And coming is
Uzziah the king to be a leper till the day of his death.
And dwelling is he in the lazer house, a leper, for he is
severed from the house of Teue.”” (2 Chron. 26:16-21).

KORAH’S TRESPASS

Uzziah was not the first to presume to take upon him-
self the functions of the priesthood. Korah and his com-
pany, in the wilderness, were swallowed alive by the earth
for this same presumption (Num. 16:31-33). Ieue had
kept the sin of these men before His people as a warning.
Their copper firepans had been made into stamped foil
to overlay the altar, so that the sons of Israel might
always see and remember Korah’s trespass. These plates
were to be a memorial that no one who is not of the seed
of Aaron should come near to fume incense before Teue
(Num. 16:37-40).

But, in spite of this solemn warning and example,
Uzziah appeared before Ieue. Perhaps he thought that
his record for half a hundred years as ruler of Ieue’s
people gave him the right of access. If that could avail,
surely he could come near. Perhaps his private walk, in
strict accord with Ieue’s law, gave him confidence. If
so, that confidence was disastrous.
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In this democratic day, few have any true sense of the
honor due to dignitaries. And with it has gone the sense
of awe due the divine Presence, into which each one must
surely come. It is hard for us to see a lifetime of service
for Ieue, such as Uzziah’s was, suddenly rewarded by
loathsome leprosy on account of what may seem to us a
trivial offense.

But it was no light matter. His case should be a warn-
ing to those who expeet to stand unabashed in the pres-
ence of the divine Majesty, lacking, indeed, the anointing
oil which qualifies for access, but boasting in a life spent
in the Subjector’s service.

Such were the events which constitute the setting of
Isaiah’s vision. The action of the vision and the temerity
of Isaiah are easily understood when we remember the
solemn and awful dread of Ieue which the leprous king
and his death compelled.

Ieue, He is the Alueim of Israel. He is engaged to her
by covenant. He will surely bless her.

A VISION OF JUDGMENT

But this vision is concerned with judgment rather than
blessing. Ieue’s usual place was over the propitiatory
shelter (mercy seat), within the sanctuary, behind the
curtain. But for this occasion we see Ieue sitting on a
throne, high and lifted up. His skirts fill the temple.

Before we proceed, let us remind ourselves once again
that Ieue is not seated upon the blood-sprinkled propitia-
tory shelter. If that were His throne at this time, the
action of the vision would have been entirely different.
As long as the cherubim saw the blood, the sin of Israel
was covered, and His wrath could not rest upon His
people. But, in the vision, the sin-shelter is gone, and
is replaced by a judgment throne. Israel is in the direst
danger.

The throne attendants of the divine Majesty vary
according to the character which He assumes.




64 The Throne Attendants

THE CHERUBIM

Teue is usually attended by the Cherubim. These
beings seem to conform to the scene about them. They
are first seen, guarding the way leading to the tree of
the living (Gen. 3:24). Next we find them incorporated
into ‘the propitiatory shelter (mercy seat) itself—one
at either end (Ex. 25:20). They play an important part
in one of the visions seen by Ezekiel (Ezek. 10:20).
John sees them full of eyes (Rev. 4:8). They have the
heads of the lion, the ox, the human being and the
vulture, representing the four main divisions of land life.

THE SERAPHIM

But in this vision the Cherubim are replaced by the
‘“‘Burning Ones’’ or Seraphim. Each has six wings;
two to cover its feet, two to cover its face and two with
which to fly. The Seraphim are mentioned only in Isaiah.
The same word is used to characterize the serpents in the
wilderness where they are usually called fiery (Num. 21:
6, 8; Deut. 8:15; Isa. 14:29; 30:6). As the emblem
which Moses made (Num. 21:4-9) was of copper, which
is not necessarily hot, but has the appearance of fire, it
is possible that the serpents in the wilderness were called
seraphim for the same reason. The appearance of Sera-
phim in Isaiah’s vision and the fact that they covered
their faces and feet, and cried, ‘‘Holy! Holy! Holy!”’
suggests severe judgment.

ANTITYPE IN ACTS

The antitype of the wilderness apostasy is recorded
in the book of Acts. As of old, the nation once more
despises Ieue and His Prophet, even as their forefathers
had done in the wilderness. The cause of dissatisfaction
is the same in both cases. His food, which came down
from heaven, they loathed. They could not bear the
‘“light’’ bread. God’s spiritual provision was unpala-
table. They always clashed with the holy spirit (Aets
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7:35-40,51). And even as Seraphim or ‘‘Burning Ones’’
were active' in the wilderness judgment, so now, in
Isaiah’s vision, the heavenly ‘‘Seraphim’’ are active in
the judgment about to be pronounced upon the soulish
nation. To appreciate this vision in its clear, spiritual
light, we must view it in connection with the time of its
final fulfillment as recorded in the book of Aects. Its
most minute details will then vibrate with a sympathetic
harmony and be suffused with a most prophetic radiance.

From behind the eovert of their wings the Seraphim
call one to another, ‘““Holy! Holy! Holy! Ieue of hosts!
Filled is all the earth with His glory!”’ The effects
of this call unmistakably mark its import. When Ieue
first entered His house at Solomon’s dedication, His
glory was seen as a cloud, for He was not clearly mani-
fest (2 Chron. 5:13). But now, the house is filled with
smoke. Smoke is the after-effect of fire. So we see that
Teue is indeed seen in the character indicated by ‘‘Ieue
of hosts.”” His judgment begins in His own house.

But more remarkable than this (and indeed mentioned
first) is the interesting statement that ¢‘the eubit widths
of the thresholds are swaying at the sound of the call.”’
This statement is important to our understanding of the
passage, but has been obscured by the rendering ‘‘the
posts of the door.”” The word for ‘‘posts’’ is ammah,
which is consistently rendered ‘‘cubit’’ in two hundred
thirty-five instances, ‘‘measure’’ once, and once, in this
passage, ‘‘post.”’ - Three other Hebrew words are trans-
lated ‘‘post,”” one of which is here rendered ‘‘door.’’
This word, saph, is generally changed to ‘‘threshold”
in the margin.. Thus we have ‘‘the cubit (widths) of the
thresholds’’ which tells us that the great question of
access into the presence of the divine Majesty is brought

before us.
THE SWAYING THRESHOLDS

What ails the threshold? ‘Why are its cubit widths
swaying? Why should the call disturb its settled size?
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Even as the temple could not contain the great Ieue,
80 oo, it seems, that the majesty and honor to be brought
to Him from the whole earth could not enter the ten
cubits of the threshold. Israel might easily find entrance
there, but how is the complement of the nations to enter?
Well may the eubit widths of the threshold sway, and—
but we will not anticipate the secret.

This is the effect of the seraphic cry upon the temple
in the vision. In its fulfillment, as recorded in the book
of Acts, Teue’s spiritual house is brought into judgment
and the portals of access are amazingly disturbed and
enlarged in order to bring in the glory of the other

nations. ,
ISAIAH’S INADEQUACY

But it is not the Seraphim which appall Isaiah, for they
themselves cover their faces with a pair of wings before
the awe-inspiring majesty of the great Ieue of hosts.
Then Isaiah cries: ‘‘ Alack to me! For stilled am I, for
a man of unclean lips am I, and amidst a people of
unclean lips am I dwelling, for the King, Ieue of hosts,
my eyes have seen!’’

In the wilderness apostasy the words they spoke against
Moses and Ieue brought the seraphic serpents. So now
the prophet apprehends that the most dreadful sin
which such a God must judge is not of a moral or physi-
cal nature, but a spiritual one. Their haughty words
against Himself and His Messiah—these sound loudest
in His ears. But has Isaiah been guilty in this respeect ?
Has he not already been the mouthpiece of Ieue in
reproving the people? How can he, then, be guilty of
such impurity as this?

Among men he would never have acknowledged it.
But those who try to speak of Him, once they are in His
own presence, not only know the plague of their own
hearts, but the doleful lack of their highest efforts in
His service. Job stoutly defended his own integrity be-
fore his friends and not without cause (Job 27:6). But
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when he gets a glimpse of Ieue he explains: ‘‘By the
hearing of the ear I had heard Thee, yet now my eye has
seen Thee. Therefore, I am rejecting myself. And I
regret on soil and ashes.”’ (Job 42:5, 6).

IEUE’S REMEDY

And how strange the remedy! Surely nothing but
judgment can enter this scene! A temple filled with
smoke, and ‘‘Burning Ones’’ glowing with heat is not
all. Still hotter is the fire upon the altar. One would
think that the Seraph could handle the coals with its
hand. But no, it does not dare, but takes the snuffers,
and grasping a glowing coal, it flies to the prophet and
lays the coal upon his mouth, saying: ‘‘Behold! This
touches your lips. And withdrawn is your depravity.
And for your sin there is a propitiatory shelter.”” What
the Seraphim dare not touch, may be laid upon Isaiah’s
mouth.

A glowing coal off the altar! The fire that consumed
the sacrifice, consumes Isaiah’s sins! He was sheltered
from it and his depravity was withdrawn. Now the
great Ieue of hosts can speak to him without the least
danger of destroying him with His words. On the con-
trary, the prophet becomes confident and forward and
bold. When Ieue asks, ‘“Whom shall I send? And who
shall go to this nation?’’ he answers straightway, ‘‘Be-
hold me! Send me!”’

And He says, ‘‘Go to this people and say:

Hear ye to hear, yet you must not be understanding.
And see ye to see, yet you must not be knowing.
Stouten the heart of this people,
And their ears make heavy,
And their eyes make squint.
Lest seeing are they with their eyes,
And with their ears are hearing,
And with their heart are understanding,
And, turning hack, then healing is theirs.”’
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ISAIAH’S MESSAGE

Alas! The message Isaiah is to deliver is no evangel
at all, but the very reverse! What direr discipline can
be meted out to a people than this? Their physical
faculties fail to furnish any spiritual intelligence. Israel’s
heart is made so callous that, though they may listen and
squint, they cannot understand. And they cannot repent
and return to God’s favor. Ever since this vision took
place, such has been the condition of the nation of Israel.
This was the reason that they rejected their Messiah
(Matt. 13:10-15). The situation was the same after the
spirit’s testimony through the apostles as recorded in
the book of Aects (Acts 28:25-28). And so it remains
with the chosen nation even today, while the evangel
goes forth to the other nations.

THE CAUSE OF ISRAEL’S DEFECTION

Israel is to be blind and deaf and callous. Hard and
stern is this mandate. It behooves us to inquire most
carefully into the sin which brings down such fearful
displeasure upon Ieue’s people. The trouble is con-
nected with their ears and eyes. Yet it is always 1ns18ted
that they do hear and they do see.

But they do not understand. Neither do they know.

And this led to further blindness and deafness. They
claimed to see, consequently their sin was reckoned
against them.

Lack of spiritual discernment, of spiritual understand-
ing, is the root cause of Israel’s defection. This it was
that led their hardened hearts to refuse Messiah’s
message. This fact urgently claims entrance into the
hearts of God’s people today. 'Now, as then, spiritual
intelligence is the rarest of all precious things—and
the least valued. In God’s sight it is the only true
wealth. 'Why should we despise what He esteems S0
highly ?

Evidence abounds which proves their intense zeal for
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their ordinances. This is shown by their fanatical in-
sisténce on the most minute detail with which their
commentaries had burdened the law, and their deep
devotion to their own religious sect. But what is all
this effort to God? They compassed land and sea in
their missionary efforts, but, so long as they could not
impart more light than they themselves possessed, their
proselyting found no favor with Ieue.

And thus it is today. How rare has true spiritual
discernment become! May the solemn lesson of this
vision sink deep into the hearts of the saints of God, so
that- they ‘may place a true estimate upon that which
He deems of such priceless value.

THE MESSAGE R.EPEATED

The mere fact that this grave message of Isalah six
is recalled in five different instances® and the whole
passage is recorded three distinet times** is alone suf-
ficient to urge our most earnest attention. - No other
part of God’s Word receives such reiteration. - He is
usually content to speak once. Strict quotations are few.
Strictly parallel passages are hard to find. Not indeed,
that Christ’s message to the Jews is an exact qu_.otation
of Isaiah’s message. In Isaiah the action is future. In
Matthew it is past. Isaiah was told to stouten their
hearts, and make heavy their ears, and their eyes make
squint. The Lord does not need to do this, for it had
been done already. So He witnesses to the fact that
their heart is stoutened, their ears are heavy, their eyes
are squinting. :

(To be continued)
We shall continue this chapter, D.V., in the March issue.

Unfortunately, it was necessary to split this chapter in half at
this point, due to space limitations in this issue.

*Matt. 13:14; Mark 4:12; Luke 8:10; John 12:40; Acts 28:26.
**Isa. 6:9, 10; Matt. 13:14, 15; Acts 28:26, 27.
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CARRIE BROWN

Mrs. Brown of Montreal, Canada passed away late in January.
Beloved wife of John I. Brown, well known all over Canada as
an advocate of Concordant truth, Mrs. Brown had suffered a
stroke eight days previous to her passing. She was a quiet but
staunch believer, and will be missed by the friends in Montreal.
Although death remains an enemy, we do not grieve as those
who do not share with us the blessed expectation that we shall
all be united at His appearing. E.O.K.

JOHN J. BASTING

Brother Basting had been associated with and vitally inter-
ested in the Concordant effort for many years,and was apersonal
friend of A. E. Knoch. He attended the meetings in Los Angeles
whenever possible. An exceptionally clear thinker, and a man
who was not ashamed or afraid to stand up for what he believed,
Brother Basting was always endeavoring to interest others in
the truth. He was born in Cadzand, Holland, in 1881, and passed
away in Tujunga, California, December 23, 1960. Services were
conducted by Brother Clarence Cain at Valhalla Memorial Park
in North Hollywood, California. E.0.K.

MISSIONARY REPORT

Our readers will be glad to learn that the typewriter and
mimeograph which were sent to Brother W. L. Rodriguez in the
southern Philippines, were safely received. The mimeograph
was delayed somewhat because it was too heavy to carry, and
the highway had not yet been completed to Alicia, where Brother
Rodriguez resides. Literature can now be published in the
native dialect (Bisayan) of that section. )

Brother Carino continues his work in thenorthern Philippines.
Prayer for both of these brethren is requested.

In south India, Brother Iype does much personal work, and
has instituted a campaign to mail out copies of Romans all over
India. Pray that this may prove a blessing to many.

Brother Fred Johnson of the Independent Hopi Indian Mission,
works diligently among the American Indians. Also in this
country is the work among the school children, conducted by
Dorothy Johnson in Michigan, and the work of Brother N. L.
Chase among the mountain folk of Tennessee.

A report appeared in our last issue relative to the work
among the Chinese people, which Brother and Sister Abraham
Heidal are doing. Sister Heidal is not well, so please include
her in your prayers for the welfare of the mission work. " E.o.K.

God wants us to test ourselves.
Satan wants us to rest ourselves.

Beware of Satan but aware of God.



The Divine Judgments

MILLENNIAL JUDGMENTS

GLORIOUS AS THE MILLENNIUM will be, it will not be
perfect. Even then there will be judgments, because
there will still be sin. The nations that will then popu-
late this planet will have not yet experienced God’s
grace, which can make all things new. The prophets
of old were granted many glimpses of this future time
of Israel’s ascendency, yet they also foresaw both indi-
vidual and collective judgments.

Amidst one of the most marvelous descriptions of the
wonderful blessings that will abound in that time, the
prophet Isaiah also foresaw a striking scene of judgment :
““For the youth will be a hundred years old, Yet the one

" dying will be a sinner, a hundred years old;’’ (Isa. 65:20).
So there will still be sin and judgment in the millen-
nium. Most mortals will live so long in that day that to
die at the age of one hundred years will be considered
abnormal, for this will still be reckoned as childhood.
Such a premature death will be regarded as God’s pun-
ishment for a sin of some sort.

Perhaps we might suppose that such things will happen
only among the other nations, but certainly not in
Israel, God’s own people. To be sure, the nation as a
whole will never again apostatize, but there will be
individuals, even among the chosen race, who will fall
back into their former unrighteous ways. The prophet
Zechariah confirms this. Speaking of that future king-
dom (Zech. 13:3) he says, ‘‘And it comes, in case a man
is still prophesying, then his father and his mother,
those generating him, say to him, ‘You shall not live, for
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you speak falsehood in the name of Ieue.” And his father
and his mother, those generating him, will stab him when
he prophesies.”” - From this we can see that there will
still be a scattering of false prophets among the Israel-
ites, but such a serious sin will be followed by immedi-
ate capital punishment, executed by the offender’s own
parents.

Isaiah also was aware that some sinners would be
found, even during the reign of Messiah. After describ-
ing the riches of the blessing that will abound among
his people (32:1), he proceeds to say (verse 5) that the -
decadent person shall no longer be called a patron,
nor the miser be said to be a saviour. - This is addi-
tional proof that there will still be some sinful subjects
under Christ’s righteous rule, but they will not be
able to do serious harm for their judgment will be
swift and severe.

The closing words of Isaiah’s prophecy indicate just
where the executions of the unrighteous will take place
during the millennium. He writes (Isa. 66:23, 24) :

‘... All flesh shall come to worship before Me in
Jerusalem,’’ says Ieue. ‘
““ And they fare forth and see the corpses of the
mortals, '
The transgressors against Me,
For their worm shall not die,
And their fire shall not be quenched,
And they become a repulsion to all flesh.”’

This final chapter of Isaiah’s scroll is concerned com-
pletely with conditions in that future Christ-ruled king-
dom. The mention of new moons or months and sabbaths,
which will once more be observed, links these lines closely
with Israel. All worsliip must be centered in Jerusalem,
and the other nations will make pilgrimages there to offer
divine service. But they will also witness a different
sort of spectacle. Just outside the gates will stand a
solemn tribunal. There before their eyes lie the wretched
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remains of executed men! There they see the corrupting
corpses of those who have transgressed against Ieue!
The flames are not extinguished and the worms do not
die—an abhorrent and impressive warning to all flesh!

There is convincing confirmation of the fact that there
will yet be cases of apostasy in the coming kingdom;
there will still be those who will knowingly turn away
from God!

This future judgment scene is much easier to under-
stand when we become aware of what has already taken
place at this very same spot, just outside Jerusalem.
Here lay the gorge called the vale of the sons of Hinnom.
The Israelites once built their high places here for the
purpose of sacrificing their own children to the god
Molech (Jer. 7:31, 19:5, 2 Kings 23:10). Later this
same spot was termed ‘‘Tophet,”’ that is ‘‘Vomit’’ or
‘‘ Abomination.”” This gloomy valley, the setting for
Israel’s most awful and offensive crimes, had already
been turned by Ieue into a place of judgment, when
Nebuchadnezzar took Jerusalem. This was the spot that
Teue picked to give His sinful people over to the sword,
so that it became known as the ‘‘Valley of Slaughter’’
because so many were slain on its slopes.

Because of the presence of so many unburied dead, this
gorge became especially repulsive to the Jews, so was
only inhabited by the birds and beasts of prey, for whom
the carnage served as food.

‘When these concluding lines from Isaiah’s prophecy
were read to the Jews in their synagogue, they knew
full well that such words could only refer to the cursed
vale of the sons of Hinnom, outside ‘the city, which later
became known as the Gehenna. It was obvious to them
that this would be the logical spot, in that future day,
for God to deal out judgment. For many, many years
this same valley had served as the ‘‘city dump’’ for the
refuse of the townsfolk. Even the corpses of executed
criminals were cast into it, to be devoured by the worms
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and the fires, which burned incessantly in order to
destroy the filth and the stench, which might otherwise
have made the place a nuisance to the whole neighbor-
hood.

Our Lord’s predietions about the coming kingdom
closely paralleled those of the prophets, for He not only
foresaw bountiful blessings but also fearful judgments.
He elaborated upon what had been said about this period
in previous predictions, explaining it more fully and
shedding further light on many hazy points. He warned
His hearers powerfully of the judgment which would one
day envelop the vale of Hinnom. Unfortunately, faulty
translation has hidden this fact from the eyes of most,
and severed the connection between our Lord’s threats
and the warnings of Isaiah 66 :24, because in every pass-
age where our Lord referred to Gehenna, these versions
mistranslate it ‘‘hell.”” Perhaps this is done to lend
support to the sagging doetrine of ‘ ‘ everlasting torment,’’
vet it mars and mutilates the important link between
Christ’s statements concerning millennial judgment and
those predictions in prior prophecies which deal with the
same subject.

Like a diamond in its setting, this judgment scene in
Gehenna fits into the framework of our Lord’s sermon.
He first spoke about entering the kingdom, which at
the same time He was still heralding as ‘‘near.”” But,
in contrast to this, He also warned them of the possi-
bility that one might forfeit all its blessings by being
caught in different snares, which can only mean becoming
bound to certain sins. He warns His hearers, by the
drastic figure of cutting off certain sinful limbs, that
there will be a danger of becoming so fettered by evil
lusts that one becomes unworthy of the kingdom’s bliss.
Such will be thrown into (Gehenna at the kingdom’s
inauguration. The severity of this judgment is seen
from His dictum that merely calling a brother ‘‘Stupid’’
would make one liable to the Gehenna of fire (Matt. 5:22).
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On the other hand He offers comfort to those who will
endure affliction in that day because of their faith, with
these words: ‘‘Now I am saying to you, My friends, be
not afraid of those who are killing the body and after
this do not have anything more excessive that they ean do.
Now I shall be intimating to you of Whom you may be
afraid. Be afraid of Him, Who, after killing, has
authority to be casting into Gehenna. Yea, I am saying
to you, of this One be afraid.”” (Luke 12:4, 5).

Here we may see the proper order of the process of
this judgment of (Gehenna. First the body is killed, and
only after that is the corpse thrown into the valley with
its smoldering fires and voracious worms. Therefore
this is not a judgment in which the sinner suffers, for
he is already dead. Likewise, it becomes very evident
that this terrestrial tribunal cannot last forever. Even
though the Lord called it an ‘‘eonian fire,”’ this only
indicates that it will burn throughout one whole eon.
That it must have an end is not diffieult to prove. Serip-
ture says definitely that at the end of the millennium
the entire earth will be dissolved by combustion (2 Pet.
3:12). Thus this place of judgment located in the vale
of Hinnom will also melt and be decomposed like every-
thing else on the earth’s surface.

However, our Lord also mentions other judgments
which are connected with the coming millennial kingdom.
In Luke 12:10 He warns, ‘‘ And everyone who shall be
declaring a word against the Son of Mankind, it shall be
pardoned him, yet the one who blasphemes against the
holy spirit shall not be pardoned.’’ If this single state-
ment is wrenched from its context, it might be used to
prove that this sin will never be forgiven. However,
there are other passages pointing to this same judgment
which prove that such reasoning is futile and unsound.

In considering this passage we gain another oppor-
tunity to learn the important lesson of how we must
interpret God’s judicial language. God had often spoken
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in this same manner in previous revelation. He  told
Hosea to inform the house of Israel that He would no
longer have mercy upon them (1:6). Yet, later, through
the prophet Jeremiah (33:8), He promised them that He
will pardon all their iniquities. This later statement does
not annul His former warning, yet it does prove that
Hosea’s message does not refer to an efernel calamity.
And God has never changed His terminology. He has
always kept His word. When He threatened to punish,
He did so, but He never casts off the offenders ‘‘ forever.’"
Hence we should not misconstrue His words and use
them to ‘‘prove’’ that He intends to punish certain
ones with never-ending torture. His judgments. are
always confined by their context to a specific limited
period.

This passage, found in Luke 12:10, reveals how careful
we must be in-dealing with God’s Word. It sounds final.
‘‘He shall not be pardoned.’”” However, a parallel serip-
ture, which deals with the same judgment, is found in
Matthew 12:31, 32. In Matthew’s account these signifi-
cant words are added to the phrase ‘‘shall not be par-
doned’’: ‘‘neither in this eon nor in that which is
impending.’’ Here the wrath of God has a fixed boundary.
It will last for two, well-defined eons; this present eon,
and the one following, which is also the one in which
Gehenna will be operative. The proper meaning of this
passage has also been obscured in many of the popular
versions, which often translate the word ‘‘eon’’ world, or,
worse yet, forever, and thus tend to teach that there is
positively no hope for those who commit the so-called
‘‘unpardonable sin.’’

Nevertheless the consequences of blasphemy against
the holy spirit are serious enough. Not one of those wha
are guilty of this sin shall enter into the kingdom; in-
stead they must endure much pain and distress. And
this will be only just, for this is one of the most serious
offenses against God. The Jews accused Christ, Who
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had been filled with holy spirit, of being possessed instead
by an unclean spirit (Mark 3:29, 30). Such was this
form of blasphemy. At Pentecost, the stubborn sons of
Judah continued to hold this same attitude. Fearlessly
Stephen hurled this serious accusation against them:
¢‘Stiff-necked and uncircumecised in your hearts and ears,
you are ever clashing with the holy spirit.”’ (Aets 7:51).
The possibility of sinning in this same way will again be
present during the period after the body of Christ has
been caught away to meet the Lord in the air. Then
there will spring up the Jewish-Christian ecclesias, which
are addressed in the book of the Unveiling of Jesus Christ
(Rev. 2 and 3). In these messages to them we read again
and again the solemn words: ‘“Who has an ear, let him
hear what the spirit is saying to the ecclesias!’’ - That
will be the time when the setting up of Christ’s long
promised kingdom will, at last, be eminent. However,
those who obstinately resist all the warnings of the holy
spirit, will find no place in the glorious kingdom. Instead
heavy judgment awaits them.

Many are the saints who, through want of a clear
understanding of the place and application of these
prophecies, have terrified and tortured themselves by the
fear of having committed the ‘‘unpardonable sin.”” Yet
Paul neéver even mentions such an offense, because it is
impossible for it to take place in the present administra-
tion of grace. The holy spirit, dwelling within each
believer, can be sorrowed, so that it is made inactive and
powerless in the offender’s daily life, but it will never
~depart from him, for it is the seal which keeps him for
the day of deliverance (Eph. 4:30).

There is yet another judgment that is supposed by
many to be-irrevocable: ‘‘The indignation of God is
remaining on him.’’ (John 3:36). But the grammatical
form of the verb ‘‘is remaining’’ is the same here as it
is in John 1:38:“‘Rabbi...where art Thou remaining ?’’
This latter verse shows that this form expresses only a
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temporary state, and action under way, confined to the
period indicated by the context. By the same kind of
reasoning, one could ‘‘prove’’ that God’s wrath against
Israel (Hos. 12:14) would remain forever on Ephraim.
Yet, through this same prophet, Ieue promises, ‘‘For
reversed is My anger from him.’’ (Hos. 14:4).

‘We must interpret John 3:36 which speaks of God’s
indignation ‘‘remaining’’ on those who are stubborn as
to His Son, in exactly the same way. God’s wrath will
continue to be poured out, in the day of judgment, until
those for which it is intended will have drained its
bitterest dregs.

The little word ‘‘till,”’ which closes one of our Lord’s
most serious and solemn warnings (Matt. 23:36-39),
likewise indicates that even this judgment will finally
end when it has acecomplished its purpose.

—BASED ON AN ARTICLE BY M. JAEGLE
(To be continued)

This article on the Millennial Judgments will be concluded in
the March issue.

CONCORDANT CONFERENCE IN NEW YORK

Sunday, January first, was a day of fellowship at the Y.M.C.A.
Music Room on 135th Street in New York City. The theme of
the meeting was “Be Rejoicing in the Lord always” (Phil. 4:4).
Included in the morning session was a discussion of God’s
Eonian Purpose by Brother A. Benta, and a question session.
In the afternoon, Brother E. C. Kling gave a talk on “Is Punish-
ment (so-called) Eternal?”’, and Brother L. A. Bynoe spoke on
the purpose of punishment. The evening session consisted of a
symposium on the subject “Rejoice in the Lord Always,” con-
ducted by Brothers W. Turp and E. Duncan. E.0.K.

EDITOR EMERITUS

Although our Editor Emeritus, A. E. Knoch, remains in fair
health so long as he does not attempt too much physical en-
deavor, it is very difficult for him, because of his failing eye-
sight, to execute his signature. For this reason we suggest
that no checks be made out to him personally. Send all mail to
the Saugus office. Please do not request anything from him
personally. Matters requiring his attention are read to him but
questions are answered by the staff. E.0.K.
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HUMILITY AND THE
SUPERABUNDANCE OF GRACE

GRACE is a word which is often abused when it is used.
A minister may preach a very good sermon on ‘‘Grace’’
one Sunday and the following one return to some pet
subject in the ‘‘gospels’’ and thereby negate all he once
said. When God began to gush forth grace, He intro-
duced a new administration which called for an adjust-
ment of what had been taught before. So when a minister
employs the word ‘‘grace’’ in a context which is serip-
turally foreign to it, he robs it of its precise meaning
and denies, in effect, that it is @ divine gift which imparts
joy and happiness to those who deserve the very opposite.

Humility is another word which has been made
meaningless by misusage. It has nothing to do with
doctrine and does not depend at all on the measure of
wisdom and revelation one has. We find true humility
among all of God’s children, among believers all over
the world, even those who have never heard anything
about ‘‘correctly cutting the word of truth.”” Then
again, there are many who do not show this Christ-like
disposition, even though they claim to be very ‘‘mature.’’

BELOW THE NORMAL LEVEL

‘We find the occurrences of humble, to humble, humble
disposition, humiliation, and humility on page 151 of the
Keyword Concordance of the Concordant Version. The
literal meaning is basically Low. Humble is not exactly
the same as ‘‘modest,”’ ‘‘unpretentious,’’ or ‘‘unassum-
ing.”” Humble is ‘‘low’’ in the sense of being ‘‘below
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the normal level.”” How much below was demonstrated
by our Saviour, Who, being inherently in the form of
God, took the form of a slave, and humbles Himself,
and becomes obedient even unto the death of the cross.
Let us praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ for giving us His Word which contains many
examples which will help us gain a better understanding
of these words ‘‘grace’” and ‘‘humility.’”” This will
help us overcome the current trend in modern theology,
which tends to devaluate these important terms.

THE MODEL AND THE ENEMIES

As the Skeleton Index of Philippians (on page 341
of the Keyword Concordance) shows, there are two
‘‘Exhortations to Imitate’’ in this book; the first one has
to do with Christ’s humiliation and the second with
Paul’s walk. The first appeal begins: ‘‘Let this dispo-
sition be in you which is in Christ Jesus also!’”’ And
the two keywords are humility and humbles Himself.

The second appeal admonishes: ‘‘Become imitators
together of me, brethren, and be noting those. .. who are
enemies of the cross of Christ!’”’ The following phrase
contains the keyword to this passage: ‘‘...whose con-
summation is destruction.’’ As the Skeleton Index shows,
Philippians 2:1-5 is balanced by 3:17-4:9. There is a
positive approach to our theme in chapter two where the
humility of Christ is presented, and a negative approach
following 3:17 after Paul presents himself as a model
for the believers. The main subject of the epistle is an
exhortation to behave ‘‘as luminaries in the world, having
on the word of life.”” (Phil. 2:15).

. THE WORD OF THE CROSS
In order to explain the term ‘‘enemies of the cross
of Christ,’’ let us take a look at 1 Corinthians 1:17, 18:
““For Christ does not commission me to be baptizing,
but to be bringing the evangel, not in wisdom of word,
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lest the cross of Christ may be made void. For the word
of the cross is stupidity, indeed, to those who are perish-
ing, yet to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”’

Paul draws a sharp line between baptizing and evangel-
izing. The flesh should no longer be given a place before
God. If the sinner could do anything to placate God,
even in this little way, this would ‘‘empty’’ the cross of
Christ, or make it void.

The word of the cross certainly refers to the death of
Christ for our sins. But there is even a deeper signifi-
cance. The word of the cross emphasizes the manner of
Christ’s death, and is contrary to the word of human
religion and human wisdom. Prompted by the most
religious people in Jerusalem, Pilate tried to be ‘‘wise’’
and condemned Jesus to die on the cross.

Paul did not want to bring the evangel in the wisdom
of word (1 Cor. 2:1-5), since the word of the cross speaks
a different language. What the human eye saw on
Calvary, the humiliation, the weakness and the shame,
and the abandonment of Jesus by His Father, all this was
preparatory to Christ’s exaltation to the right hand of
the Supreme. It pleased God to bruise Christ that He
might bless all others, that He may be just and the
Justifier of those who believe, and that He may eventually
reconcile all His creatures to Himself. The abandonment
of Christ by God is the source of all salvation. This is
the folly that is wiser than man, the weakness that is
stronger than might, the display of love that will ulti-
mately overwhelm every heart. The word of the cross
is still despised, but its proclamation is salvation to all
who believe. ‘‘For even if He was crucified out of
weakness, nevertheless He is living by the power of God.
For we also are weak together with Him, but we shall be
living together with Him by the power of God for you’’
(2 Cor. 13:4).

It would be wrong to infer from Philippians 3:18 that
the enemies of the cross are unbelievers. The enemies
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of the cross of Christ are mostly the friends of Christ
at the cross; they believe that He died for their sins, they
worship and proclaim Him as their Saviour; but they
fail to understand the deeper significance of the word
of the cross.

They do not apprehend the manner of His death; they
do not see the significance of this shameful erucifixion
which bore God’s curse. They might believe that, in
God’s eyes, our old humanity was crucified together
with Him (Rom. 6:6). But they do not realize that
the manner of Christ’s humiliating death puts an end to
all that man is in himself. Even though they may avail
themselves of the efficacy of His blood, yet they are
enemies of His cross, because they do not wish to part
with their comforts of life and personal advantages,
their self-esteem and self-righteousness. They do not
desire to be found in Him alone; they wish to remain
‘‘somebody’’ in themselves and get a rightful acknow-
ledgment of services rendered. But this makes them
antagonistic to the cross and the humiliation connected
with it.

IN THE LIKENESS OF HIS DEATH AND HIS RESURRECTION

‘We might not be enemies of the eross in every respect;
but almost all of us are still showing some traces of this
hostile attitude and are thus facing this sentence:
‘‘...whose consummation is destruction.”” We will try
to discover what destruction means here and elsewhere.
‘What kind of destruction is the fate of believers who are
enemies of the cross? Does it affeet their final destiny?
Or is there also a salvation out of it?

We find a comforting answer to our question at the
end of 2 Timothy 2:13, ‘‘He cannot disown Himself!’’
This is what Paul says after he has contended the ideal
contest and finished his career, and is facing death and
suffering evil unto bonds as a malefactor. But he is
‘‘enduring all because of those who are chosen that they
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also may be happening upon the salvation which is in
Christ Jesus with glory eonian’’ (2 Tim. 2:10).

Paul knew that this salvation was his part and that
the chosen ones may attain it, though not all of them,
since there are those whose consummation is destruction.
But how to avoid it? We will find the answer in the
following verses of second Timothy: ‘‘For if we died
together, we shall be living together also’ (2:11).

This sounds much like Romans 6:8. ‘‘Now if we died
together with Christ, we believe that we shall be living
together with Him also.”” Although we are justified
gratuitously in His grace, through the deliverance which
is in Christ Jesus, this justification may not keep us from
sinning. So we are given the further truth that we are
also involved in Christ’s death. This means that in God’s
cyes we died with reference to sin. Such death is certainly
a figure of speech. But if ‘‘dying with Christ’’ is not
literal, then ‘‘living together with Him also’’ in Romans
6:8 cannot be literal either. Here we have a very
powerful figure of speech for what is called ‘‘walking in
newness of life’’ in Romans 6:4. For we are planted
together in the likeness of His death and of His resur-
rection.

Between Christ’s death and resurrection, there was
the tomb. In the case of our Lord, the tomb was as
literal as was His death and His resurrection. When
Romans 6:4 says that we were entombed together with
Him, we all know that this must be figurative in our
case. But our figurative ‘‘entombment’’ with Him can-
not lead to our literal ‘‘resurrection,’’ but rather to
that which is ltke the literal resurrection, namely, to be
walking in newness of life.

Future eonian life will be allotted to every believer,
quite apart from his walk. In order to emphasize the
fact that this allotment of ours is secure, God has sealed
us with the holy spirit of promise since we hear the word
of truth and believe it (Eph. 1:13-14). This means that
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we cannot forfeit our future eonian life, even if we are
enemies of the cross. For Christ Who died for our sakes
cannot disown Himself. Therefore 2 Timothy 2:11 can
only refer to the present enjoyment of eonian life. ‘‘For
if we died together, we shall be living together also,’’
walking in newness of life even though we are still in this
body of our humiliation.

SUPERABUNDANCE OF GRACE—ENDURANCE‘

Dying together with Christ will lead to salvation from
the destruction in Philippians 3:19. Even when Paul
was enduring his afflictions he was sure of attaining to a
salvation in Christ Jesus with glory eonian. This glory
is indicated by the divine declaration in 2 Timothy 2:12:
“‘If we are enduring we shall be reigning together also.’’
Here again we are reminded of a verse in Romans (5:17) :
‘¢ ...those obtaining the superabundance of grace and
the gratuity of righteousness shall be reigning in life
through the One, Jesus Christ.”’

In 1 Corinthians 6:7-10 Paul mentions, among others,
those unjust brothers and sisters who shall not reign
together with Christ, or, as he puts it, they shall not be
enjoying an allotment of God’s ‘‘basileia.”’ In order to
get a thorough understanding of the full meaning of
this Greek noun, let us look up the corresponding verb
basileud in our Keyword Concordance, page 243. We
will find it there at the bottom of the left column under
the keyword reign which is explained as to ‘“exercise a
king’s soveretgnty.”’

In the same way, basileia is used for the sovereign
power in the realm of a king (Keyword Concordance,
page 168). In the future, many members of Christ’s
body will exercise such sovereign power under Christ as
their Head. No member, of course, will enjoy absolute
sovereignty, but rather only that which will be allotted
to him. This is the special allotment of God’s basileia.
It is an allotment of His kingdom or His sovereign power.
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In 1 Corinthians 5:11 Paul had warned his readers
‘‘not to be commingling with anyone named a brother
if he should be a paramour, or greedy, or an idolator, or
a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner.”” Again, in
1 Corinthians 6:7, the apostle appends others to this
list, first of all those who have lawsuits among themselves,
then those who are injuring and cheating others; and he
asks the question: ‘“Wherefore are you not rather being
injured? Wherefore are you not rather being cheated ?’’
And he continues: ‘‘But you are injuring and cheating,
and this among brethren!”’

'This serves to show that Paul does not deal here with
those brethren who are willing to endure all these
humiliations. He rather confines himself to such ones
as are either injuring others, or are retorting since they
are not able to keep quiet when they are injured. In
God’s eyes both groups are unjust, and therefore they
will not reign. Only ‘‘if we are enduring, we shall be
reigning together also.’”’ But it is apparent from both
2 Timothy 2:12 and Romans 5:17 that such endurance
is the part of ‘‘those obtaining the superabundance of
grace’’ in addition to ‘‘the gratuity of righteousness.”

As far as God’s gifts for today are concerned, we have
to be the recipients not only of the gratuity of righteous-
ness, but also of the superabundance of grace, in order
to become eligible for reigning in life through the One,
Jesus Christ. Among other things, such superabundance
of grace is demonstrated by enduring. And enduring
is one good way to imitate the disposition which was
manifested by Christ Jesus (Phil. 2:5). Most of us are
willing to serve; but few can stand humiliation. But
this is exactly what the superabundance of grace will

grant us.
DODGING HUMILIATION

“If we are disowning [Christ’s disposition], He also
will be disowning us’’ (2 Tim. 2:12). Whenever we try
to dodge humiliation and endurance, we are disowning
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Christ. If we do not want to go along with Him into
the depths of humiliation we will have no chance to
reign together with Him in the celestial realms. As far
as an allotment in sovereign power is concerned, He will
be disowning us. This proves that we may some day suffer
loss because of our present walk. Nobody will lose his
allotment of eonian life, nobody will lose his membership
in the body of Christ when he or she is a believer. But
at the dais some of us will be appointed to reign together
with Christ, and some will not, though all of us will be
seated among the celestials, in Christ Jesus, and each
of us will have ample opportunity to tell his own story
of grace to a celestial audience.

Paul goes on to say in 2 Timothy 2:13, ‘‘If we are
disbelieving, He is remaining faithful, He cannot disown
Himself.”” A saint may disbelieve one or two divine
declarations or even quite a few, and he may not even be
aware of this fact. He may disbelieve that enduring is
included in the superabundance of grace and that the
apostle had this in view when he said: ‘‘ Therefore I am
enduring all because of those who are chosen, that they
also may be happening upon the salvation which is in
Christ Jesus with glory eonian’’ (2 Tim. 2:10). This is
a most apt description of the grace shown to us. Since
it is superabundant, Christ cannot disown Himself, He
cannot put off His disposition of kindness and mercy,
He remains faithful, even if we are disbelieving on some
point or other, so that we are causing sorrow to the
spirit of God.

Even those whose god is their bowels, and whose glory
is in their shame, who to the terrestrial are disposed
(Phil. 3:19), who are enemies of the cross of Christ, even
though they may be drowsing (1 Thess. 5:10) and not
awaiting His advent all the time, nevertheless He will
call them, too, with a shout of command, with the voice
of the Chief Messenger, and with the trumpet of God
(1 Thess. 4:16), and He will transfigure the bodies of
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their humiliation, to conform them to the body of His
glory, for ‘‘He is remaining faithful, He cannot disown
Himself.”’

The superabundance of grace brought to Paul not
only endurance in affliction, but also salvation from the
destruction mentioned in Philippians 3:19. With this
in mind, he could write in 1 Timothy 4:6, 16, that his
child in the faith should foster or nurture himself with
the words of faith and of the ideal teaching and also
that he should persist in them. The apostle added, ‘‘For
in doing this you will save yourself as well as those hear-
ing you.”’

THE MEANING OF DESTRUCTION

There is an eighteen-page article discussing the ‘‘Mean-
ing of Destruction’’ in Unsearchable Riches, volume
XXI, starting on page 451. This exposition is highly
recommended to the reader who wishes to study this
subject more intensively. The Greek noun apdleia
(destruction) occurs less frequently than the verb
apollumi, and we have to use three English verbs (lose,
destroy, and perish) to render the latter appropriately,
as is shown by the following quotation from the article
just referred to.

ONLY THE LOST ARE ELIGIBLE FOR SALVATION

‘‘ As we have often pointed out, the statement that the
Son of Mankind eame to seek and to save the lost (Luke
19:10) is the key to the meaning of the Greek verb
apollumi, which we render either lose, destroy, or perish.
This refers specifically to Zaccheus in Luke 19; he was
lost, destroyed. Because he was lost he was ready to be
found and saved. The real object of most false definitions
of apollumi is to prove that it means death from which
there is no resurrection, practical annihilation, a state
from which salvation is impossible. This passage directly
destroys this idea. Instead of the lost being beyond
salvation, they alone are eligible for salvation. You
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cannot rescue a man who is safe and sound. It is only
when he is in the state denoted by lose, destroy, perish
that salvation can operate in his behalf.

DESTRUCTION IS THE PRELUDE TO SALVATION

‘‘Destruction is a relative term. In the fivefold parable
of Luke 15 and 16, the straying sheep was lost in relation
to the shepherd; the coin was destroyed as regards the
woman ; the prodigal son had perished in relation to his
father. The same applies to the lost sheep of the house
of Israel (Matt. 10:6; 15:24). They were not neces-
sarily suffering or dead, but they were away from the
Shepherd ; the prodigal was far off from the Father.
Does this prove that they were outside the sphere of

-salvation? It proves the very opposite. The ninety and
nine were not then found. The elder brother was not
then saved. Destruction is the prelude to salvation.
It never means annihilation, however closely it may seem
to approach that idea in some cases.

NEVER BEYOND THE REACH OF GOD

“‘It is decidedly unlike either man or God to put out
of existence those who are lost. There is not a line of
encouragement for this idea in God’s Word. God
commends His love to us in that He gave His Christ
while we were still sinners. Our Lord spoke the parable
of the lost sheep in order to assure His disciples that God
was more concerned about one sheep which had strayed,
than ninety-nine that were in the fold. There is no
line which the sinner crosses, that brings him beyond the
reach of God. Neither life nor death, neither a career
of sin, nor a mouldering corpse is any obstacle to divine
love.. Nay, they are challenges, which Omnipotence
must meet or suffer defeat. No death, neither first nor
second, can cope with our God, or frustrate His purpose.

GOD IS THE GREAT LOSER AND SAVIOUR OF MANKIND
‘“God is love, and all of His creatures are dear to
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Him. Is it not striking that He does not seem to even try
to express His affection until they are lost? Whom does
God love? He undoubtedly loves all. Whom does He
say that He loves? God loves the world, and sinners, and
His enemies, and those who are lost. It takes destruction
to open the sluice gates of the divine feelings. This it
is which makes contact between God’s love and His
creatures’ hearts. In His wisdom He has decreed that
many shall be lost to Him until the end of the eonian
times (‘“‘for ever and ever’’!). Men, who are often
compelled to abandon an enterprise which has proven too
much for their powers, imagine that He also is balked
and unable to save the vast majority, or being able, He
does not care.

““It is Godlike to deal with those who have no desire
for God, in such a way that they will respond to His
love. The sheep was lost by the shepherd; the coin was
lost by the woman; the prodigal was lost by the father;
Israel was lost by Ieue (Jehovah). Men are lost by God.
Who was it that created them? Are they not His work?
Will He not be the Loser if they are not saved?

DESTRUCTION A PASSING PROCESS

“‘Destruction, like salvation, is eonian. It is not
the end or aim of God. That would be sheer insanity.
Imagine a God, Whose very essence is love, desiring to
lose a single creature with an endless capacity for
loving and glorifying Him! Imagine a man so berserk
as to smash a machine which could bring him an un-
limited inecome! We would put such a creature under
restraint, where he could not harm others, as well as
himself. We have not such a God! He destroys nothing
that He cannot restore. He loses nothing that will not
return to Him laden with praise and glory for Himself.
Destruction is a passing process, not a finished state.
Through it God will work out the welfare of His
creatures, and the glory of our Saviour and His Father.”’
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The word ‘‘life’’ does not oceur at all in Luke 9:24;
the Greek manuseripts have psuché which is the word
for soul. Our Lord never talked about ‘‘losing one’s
life,’” but rather of destroying one’s soul. The fact that
many of our Bible translations render soul by ¢‘life’’ so
often, has led to a deplorable confusion on this subject.
Very few realize that the soul is the sensation which
results from combining spirit with an organic body.
Our readers may obtain ample seriptural proof of this
in our pamphlet, ¢“What is the Soul?’’ Isaiah must have
known that it is the soul of the man which has the
sensation of hunger and thirst (Isa. 29:8). You can
gather that much even from your Authorized ‘‘King
James’’ Version. (The American Revised Standard
Version, however, skips the word ‘‘soul’’ entirely here).

Our Lord did not talk about any annihilation of the
soul when He said: ‘“Whosoever should be wanting to
save his soul, shall be destroying it; yet whoever should
be destroying his soul on My account, he shall be saving
it.”” This means, he who wants to save for himself the
sensation (or enjoyment) of worldly comforts, will lose
or destroy for himself the enjoyment of eonian life.
Yet he who is now losing the sensation of this life’s
pleasures on the account of Jesus, will save for himself
the enjoyment of eonian life. Or, as the Concordant
Commentary puts it at Luke 9:23:

“It will cost the disciples much to follow Christ in
His path of rejection. It will mean daily renunciation
of self. It will mean the carrying of a load which will
bring them shame and suffering. Yet the highest honors
of the kingdom are for such. Those who suffer with Him,
retign with Him. If any of His disciples prefer to avoid
this suffering and thus save his ‘‘soul’’ (not life), he
will lose the joys and honors of the kingdom. If any
choose to lose or destroy his soul by association with Him
in His rejection, he will save it, for his place will be high
in the kingdom.”’
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The passage in Luke 9:23-25 ends with the divine
declaration: ‘‘For what does a man benefit, gaining the
whole world, yet destroying or forfeiting himself?’’ For
the Jewish believer at the time of the end, the answer is,
he will even forfeit eonian life; he will not enjoy a single
blessing of the millennium, for he is an outeast, a
withered branch of the Grapevine (John 15:1-6).

No harm is done to the vine when the farmer takes
away the barren branches. But a human body would be
mutilated if some of its members were cut off. This
is why we, under grace, will never forfeit eonian life.
The Father will not remove one single member of Christ’s
Body even if it utterly fails to show the fruit of the
spirit, such as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, meekness, self-control (Gal. 5:22).
Christ’s ties to us are so strong that He explains them
by the intimate relationship of a body to its members:
they will never be severed from Him.

‘We are reminded of Jesus’ words ‘‘gaining the whole
world’’ when we read of those whose god is their bowels,
and whose glory is in their shame, who to the terrestrial
are disposed. For such enemies of the cross, the con-
summation is destruction, or forfeit, or loss. But while a
Jewish believer (who at the time of Jacob’s trouble
yields to the pressure of the Adversary in order to avoid
suffering) will forfeit the bliss of the millennium com-
pletely, this will not happen to an enemy of the cross
today. Even if the latter yields to the reasonings of the
wisdom of the world and to his own soulish desires, thus
avoiding humiliation in contact with others, he will
never forfeit his celestial blessings. He will, however,
forfeit the honor of reigning in that future realm. This
is one aspect of the destruction in Philippians 3:19.

Trying to please God is a patient process, which is
never completed while we are in this body of our humili-
ation. In the resurrection, before the dais, this whole
process is perfected at once. Immortality sets a definite
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end to the presence of sin in us, and brings about the
consummation of any hostile attitude toward the cross
of Christ. There will be no such enemies at the dais.
What is in view here, is not so much the cessation of
their enmity, but rather what is accomplished by the
destruction of each and every thing which was not
appropriate to our holy calling. Here we have another
aspect of the destruction in Philippians 3 :19—the break-
ing down of those barriers which had prevented a closer
contact between God and the enemies of th cross.

Paul gave himself as a model and requested his readers
to imitate his attitude—knowing Christ, and the power
of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings
(Phil. 3:10, 17). Thus the apostle displayed the dispo-
sition which is in Christ Jesus, and humbled himself in
many ways, forfeiting everything which he had gained
in the way of earthly honors. He was the Lord’s obedi-
ent slave unto death. Paul’s humility is also apparent
from his confession (1 Cor. 15:10) :

“Yet in the grace of God I am what I am;
and His grace, which is in me,
did not come to be for naught;
but more exceedingly than all of them toil I—
yet not I, but the grace of God
which is together with me.”

‘We should not be startled by those who are opposing
in anything, which is to them a proof of destruction,
yet of our salvation. There is much comfort in Paul’s
words (Phil. 1:27-30) that all this is from God, that to
us, too, it is graciously granted, for Christ’s sake, not
only to be believing on Him, but to be suffering for His
sake also. Hence, let us praise the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, the Father
of pities and God of all consolation, that, even as the
sufferings of Christ are superabounding in us, thus,
through Christ, our consolation also is superabounding,
because of the superabundance of His grace! H.H.R.
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OUR ALUEIM IS ONE

Daniel Zion, former Chief Rabbi of Bulgaria, accepted
Jesus as the Messiah some time ago, and has been
announcing Him in Israel, so that he has reached quite a
few others. His case is of special interest, as he rejects
the orthodox doctrine of the trinity, because it is un-
seriptural, and contrary to Deuteronomy 6:4, which, in
Hebrew with a sublinear would read as follows:

Teue Aluet nu Achd
IevE our Alueim [is] oNE.

If taken literally, this statement is a contradiction.
for the grammatical plural cannot be singular, Alueim,
Subjectors, cannot be one. But spiritual unity may in-
clude many. This is well illustrated by the figure of the
body. Literally, there is only one Christ. In one
spirit many members make one body (1 Cor. 12:12).
So, also, Israel has only one literal Al, or Subjector.
Yet He is Spirit, and has imparted this spirit to Alu e,
the To-subjector, who was chosen to subject the rest to
Him during the eons. After that even He will lay aside
the title, and the Subjector will become the Father of
all (1 Cor. 15:28).

But even this may not fully satisfy a zealous member
of the chosen nation, for the Greek translation which
they used when their Messiah came was different. In
fact, although the Hebrew title was literally plural in
the very assertion of its unity, the Greek name The os,
used in connection with the advent of the Messiah, is
singular. Paul says: ‘... there is no other God except
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One. ...for us there is one God, the Father, out of
Whom all is...and one Lord, through Whom all is...”
(1 Cor. 8:4-7).

While the singular Al, Subjector, seldom occurs in
the Hebrew revelation, the plural form is used very
often. On the contrary, the singular The os PLACEr is
used constantly and exelusively by the Messiah and His
apostles. '

The writer to the Hebrew believers begins his epistle
by explaining that God (Theos, the PLACEr) appoints
(ethé ken pLacEs) His Son to be the enjoyer of the
allotment of all (Heb. 1:2). As To-subjector, the Son
nullifies all other power or authority or sovereignty, yet
as Allottee He will exercise this power in every PLACE,
including all space. He does not subject all to Himself,
but to the One Subjector of all, including Himself (1
Cor. 15:24).

This point is so important to a believer in Christ in
Israel that it is one of the principal subjects explained
in the epistle to these Hebrews. They knew both Heb-
rew and Greek, so it was clear to them.

The Pracer will be placing Christ’s enemies under-
neath His feet (Psalms 110:1, Matthew 22:44). This is
emphasized by the figure of a footstool. After He is
seated on the throne of His kingdom, then they will be
permanently placed in subjection until the conclusion
of the eons (Lu. 20:43, Aec. 2:35, Heb. 1:18). This is
more than subjection, for the twelve apostles will gladly
obey their Lord, even though they also will be placed on
thrones, and may be called subjectors also. God is
spirit, and He imparts this to His Son, and His sons,
as the medium through whom He will subject all to
Himself. AEK.
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GOD’S WONDERFUL BOOK

Gop’s Worp is different from any other book
in the world. It is one complete Book, and at
the same time a whole library of 66 books.
Can you name them? These books were writ-
ten by many different men, over a long period
of years. But they did not write their own
words, for God was directing each one what
to say. God Himself is the Writer of His
Book, and He gave us the very words He
wanted us to read and to know.

God’s Word speaks to our hearts when we
read it. Can you imagine anyone reading the
same newspaper again and again, day after day? Yet we
read God’s Word over and over, and we never get tired of
reading it. Every time we read, there is something fresh
to think about—something new for us to understand.
How different from other books!

Men have tried to burn God’s Word, but God always
had another copy of it. Other men said terrible things
against it. Yet, today, there are thousands of men and
women, boys and girls, who love and read the Bible. God
kept His Book safely through the long years, and pro-
tected it so that we may have it now.

The first book ever printed was God’s Word. Before
that, only a rich man could own a Bible. Why? Because
every word had to be written by hand, and it took many
weeks to copy it. How the boys and girls of that time
would have treasured a beautiful, printed Bible!

Next time you open your Bible with its smooth white
pages, and clearly printed words, remember it is not an
accident that you have it. It is God’s own Word to you—
a special treasure for you to enjoy and to follow. You will
continue to enjoy it as you grow older, for it will never
grow old, like other books. Read it today! F.S.
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LARGE GROUP ATTENDS WEST BERLIN MEETINGS

We have just received word from our friends in Germany
that a two-day Concordant Conference was held in West Berlin
on January 28 and 29, 1961. Addresses were given by Brother
W. Schaffhauser and Brother G. Schulz, both from the Con-
cordant Ecclesia in Pforzheim (West Germany). They covered
such topics as ‘“Designated Beforehand,” “The Secret of His
g}’lill,” “The Unity of the Spirit,” and “The Bema of God and

rist.”

A goodly number of believers from East Berlin and East Ger-
many were able to come across the interzonal border and parti-
cipate in this first Concordant Conference in Berlin. Much
interest was shown in the truths presented by the speakers and
in the Concordant literature on display in two big halls. Tracts,
pamphlets, and brochures on Pauline truths were given gratis
to any visitor from the East.

During the past ten years, many Concordant Conferences have
been held in various cities of West Germany and Switzerland
but attendance figures had never been over 200. The fact that
these meetings of the first Concordant Conference in West Ber-
lin were attended by an average of 1150 believers gives promise
of much spiritual fruit.

Your prayers are invited for the progress of the Word of
Truth behind the Iron Curtain. H.H.R.

GREETING FROM GREECE

From Athens, Greece, we are in receipt of a letter of greeting
expressing the joy in the truth which the brethren there are
experiencing. They rejoice that one of their number, who has
recently become interested, is able to translate from the English
into Greek. They have been publishing a quarterly magazine,
of eighty to a hundred pages, called “Christian Feast,” since
1958. The letter is too long to quote in its entirety, but here is
one paragraph:

“We would ask you to pray for us, beloved brothers, as we
pray for you, and beg for the prayers of the brothers all over
the world through your magazine Unsearchable Riches, to whom
please convey our rich love for them in Christ Jesus, with the
hope that very soon we will know each other, as we...meet ...
in the skies with our Lord.”

The ecclesia in Athens has been established since 1920. We
send them our greetings and love in the Lord. E.0.K.

YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT

We regret that it became necessary to omit the Young People’s
Department from this issue of the magazine due to lack of space.
‘We would direct our young folks to study Bro. Rocke’s article,
“Humility and the Superabundance of God’s Grace,” which we
pray will be very helpful. “God’s Secret” which appeared on the
Children’s Page of the January issue, is now available as a
separate tract, available at 35¢ per 100 from the publisher.



UNSEARCHABLE RICHES FOR MAY, 1961
BEING THE THIRD NUMBER OF VOLUME FIFTY-TWO

EDITORIAL

ON WEDNESDAY, April 12, 1961, a human being was re-
ported to have made the first successful ‘‘space’ trip
around the earth. Traveling at a speed of more than
17,000 miles an hour, the astronaut’s remarkable trip
is said to have lasted about one hour and forty-eight
minutes, taking him as far as 187 miles above the earth’s
surface. :

For the sake of contrast and to help appreciate our
glorious expectation, let us compare this trip with the
one which we will take when Christ calls us to Himself.
The contrast is clear in four important aspeets: Purpose,
Preparation, Equipment, and Destination.

PURPOSE

Various views have been expressed regarding man’s
purpose in probing space. Perhaps power, prestige and
propagande would head the list. Some fear that the
nation which first succeeds in conquering space may use
the heavenly realms to control the tiny earth below.
Each accomplishment becomes a powerful propaganda
weapon in the hands of the sponsoring nation, and their
prestige seems to rise and fall in direct proportion to
the rocket’s unpredictable behavior. Yet others assure
us that man has changed his ways and now genuinely
desires to better the lot of his fellow man. He seeks to
learn more of ‘‘nature’s secrets’’ in order to gain con-
trol over the forces which so often bring disaster. Per-
haps it is man’s inherent curiosity which drives him ever
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onward, seeking new realms to explore and new problems
to challenge his intellect.

Whatever his motive may be, we can be quite sure that
it falls far short of God’s purpose in calling us above.
We are to be a display of God’s grace, messengers of
His love. Our purpose in that day will not be to gain
power or prestige but rather to bring peace. When we
depart to reign in realms celestial, there will be no
fear or threats of war, but perfect love and the gentle
entreaties of reconciliation. Surely this demonstrates
that God’s ways are not the ways of man and His
thoughts not those of Adam’s offspring. No, His purpose
far surpasses any which may prompt man’s present
efforts to conquer the realms of space.

PREPARATION

We have heard much about the difficult and detailed
training which each spaceman must undergo before his
hour comes. Much money, effort and time go into the
program preparing the astronaut for his brief sojourn
in space. Many tests of endurance make him ready for
what may lie ahead. ‘‘Simulated conditions’’ of weight-
lessness and other phenomena acquaint him with the
strange new environment he will encounter.

It is in this category that we find the closest parallel
with that which is our portion. We also are undergoing
training. Indeed, it is this very training which will
prepare us for the glory that lies ahead. We are called
upon to suffer hardships, and endure trials and tests.
Our pathway, often shadowed, descends downward like
that of our Lord. It includes an inward groaning, a
deep sense of sorrow at creation’s hostile attitude toward
the God we’ve come to love.

‘We must not secorn such training, nor deem it an
unnecessary burden. In God’s skillful hands, it will
bear precious fruit. Let us note, as Paul did, that afflic-
tions are only the initial link in a chain that binds us
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ever closer to His love (Rom. 5:3-5). We know that
‘‘the sufferings of the current era do not deserve the
glory about to be revealed for us.”’ (Rom. 8:18). God
is preparing us for glory, a glory as vast as the regions
beyond the stars. We should not question God’s train-
ing program but rather thank Him for it. :

EQUIPMENT FOR THE TRIP

In the matter of equipment, the contrast is sharp and
clear. From the top of his head to the tip of his toes,
the spaceman seems a maze of gadgets and gears. But
his suit is simple, compared to the spaceship which pro-
pels him from our planet. I doubt that I would care to
go at all if it required that I be hemmed in by such a
suit and strapped in such a shell. How ‘‘out of place’’
man must appear as he attempts to invade the realms
above!

Yet how grand to go God’s way! Given a body suited
for the trip; no spaceship will be needed then! That
problem which now so perplexes men will be solved in an
‘‘instant, in the twinkle of an eye.”” For we shall
‘‘change’’ at the ‘‘last trump’’ and this mortal shall be
swallowed up by life. Instead of trying to protect and
project this earthbound body of soil, we shall be ‘‘con-
formed’’ to Christ’s body of glory. No cumbersome
space suits for us, no ten ton capsule to carry us aloft,
but rather a ‘‘celestial’’ body perfectly adapted to our
new environment, easily able to rise to meet our Lord
in the air. But even this is not our destination, it is
only a meeting place, a stop along the way.

DESTINATION
‘‘Returns safely to the earth’’—such is the spaceman’s
highest hope. Like Lazarus, whom Jesus called forth
from a darkened tomb only to later return, so man now
ventures into space only to come back to earth’s sad
scenes and man’s misrule. But wait, we are not like
Lazarus. When we say farewell, we shall not return!
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We shall join our risen Lord above and thus shall we
‘“‘always be together with the Lord.”” We’ll find that
home ‘‘not made by hands, eonian, in the heavens.”’
The ‘‘celestial kingdom’’ is our lot (2 Tim. 4:18).

With such a destination shall we not exult? Does not
man’s ‘‘greatest triumph’’ fade and fail in the glorious
light of such a future? And if the world celebrates and
lauds its vaunted ‘‘Science,’’ shall not we the more re-
joice in our grand ‘‘hope’’ and acclaim His worthy
name?

Man’s motive, means and methods all fail to move our
hearts. How wonderful the contrast to our future call
above. Our joy will not be in the fact that we are glori-
fied but rather find its full release in leading others to
know Him Whose grace has placed us there. We will
be on ‘‘display’’ for God, and His glory will form our
only goal.

All this lies ahead and forms our ‘‘expectation.’” The
training is now in progress and the day fast approaches
when it will all be over and our celestial mission will be-
gin. Let us glory in God’s purpose and endure, with
patience and joy, each test. Let us glorify the God
of all grace Who has placed this prospect before us as a
‘‘sequel’’ for each trial. Let us be living in expectation
as the day of our departure draws near. Let us be
standing steadfast while ‘‘awaiting a Saviour also, the
Lord, Jesus Christ, Who will transfigure the body of
our humiliation, to conform it to the body of His glory,
in accord with the operation which enables Him even to
subject all to Himself’’ (Phil. 3:20,21). —T#=E EpiToRs

HOW MIGHTY IS THE DEVIL?

This tract, written by Mrs. Mary Summerton, has proved to be
very effective in the hands of some of our friends in bringing
the teaching of universal reconciliation to the attention of their
acquaintances. By special arrangement, we now have a good
supply of this tract on hand, and will furnish it to all those
who would like to distribute it. We are not actually the pub-
lishers of this tract, but we are very much in sympathy with
its message, and are happy to recommend it to our readers.



The Secret of the Evangel

ISRAEL CAST AWAY—PART II

‘WHEN oUuR Lorp heralded the kingdom at the first, He
spoke to all Israel. But it was soon apparent that they
were blind and deaf to the spiritual import of His words.
They rejected Him and He changed His plain proclama-
tion into parabolic teaching, ending His parable with
the significant words, ‘“Who has ears to hear, let him
hear.”” When His disciples inquire why He has made
this change, He tells them: ‘‘To you has it been given
to know the secrets of the kingdom of the heavens, yet
to those it has not been given . For anyone who has, to
him shall be given, and he shall have a superfluity. Yet
anyone who has not, that also which he has shall be
taken away from him. Therefore in parables am I
speaking to them, seeing that, observing, they are not
observing, and hearing, they are not hearing, neither
are they understanding. And filled up in them is the
prophecy of Isaiah...”” (Matt. 13:9-14).

THE PURPOSE OF PARABLES

It will be difficult for the average ‘‘ Christian’’ of today
to acknowledge these solemn truths. Parables are popu-
larly thought to be stories intended to illustrate the
truth, not to hide it. They are deemed fit pabulum for
the youngest Sunday School infant, instead of too diffi-
cult for the understanding of most Bible students. But,
to our shame let it be said, the mass of Christians, so-
called, are as deaf as Israel ever was.

Israel’s leaders were blind guides of a blind people.
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On the sabbath day, when they could do nothing, our
Lord opened the eyes of the man who was blind from his
birth. And He said, ‘‘For judgment came I into this
world, that those who are not observing may be observing,
and those observing may be becoming blind.”’ And some
of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these words
and said to Him, ‘‘Not we also are blind!’’ He replied,
¢‘If you were blind, you would have no sin. Yet now you
are saying that ‘We are observing.” Your sin, then, is
remaining.’’ (John 9:39-41).

SIGNS ARE SIGNIFICANT

One of the signs of His Messiahship was the fact that
He gave sight to the blind. These were more than mira-
cles: they were signs, that is, they were significant ; they
carried a spiritual meaning. Take the case we have just
been considering. Why did the Lord mingle His spittle
with the cursed earth and anoint the man’s eyes with it?
This eould only, if possible, sncrease his inability to see.
The Jews took their stand upon the law, which, like the
earth, brought forth the fruits of the curse. He took
this law, and, mingling with it the words which proceeded
from His own mouth, He made it more heart-searching
than ever. But this only increased their blindness. Yet
to those who know their blindness He reveals Himself as
the True Light, the One ‘‘Sent’’ or ‘‘Commissioned’’
(S¢loam) for their enlightenment. It was not until the
blind man washed in the pool Siloam that he saw (John
9:1-7).

The ministry of our Lord while on the earth is clearly
divided into two distinet parts. He began by heralding
the kingdom of the heavens, but, after it had been re-
jected, He forbids its further proclamation (Matt. 4:17;
12:16). PUBLIC PROCLAMATION OF THE KINGDOM

The public proclamation of the kingdom commenced
after His baptism, when God opened the heavens and
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acknowledged Him as His Son (Matt. 3:16, 17), and
continued until this was revealed to Peter and he, too,
acknowledged Him to be the Christ, the Son of the living
God (Matt. 16:16).

The second part of Messiah’s ministry begins at the
‘‘transfiguration’’ when, once again, God bears witness
to Him, saying, ‘‘This is My Son, the Beloved, in Whom
I delight. Hear Him!’’ (Matt. 17:5). It continued
until the centurion and those with him keeping guard at
the cross, exclaimed, ¢‘ Truly this was God’s Son!’’ (Matt.
27:54).

At His baptism He had been empowered by the divine
Dove to fulfill the office of Prophet (Matt. 3:16). Upon
the holy mount, like the priest of old, He was clad in
garments of glory and beauty, in view of His priestly
work in offering up Himself (Matt. 17:1-5). He had
come unto His own, and, being rejected, He would go
back to the Father.

PRIVATE TEACHING OF THE CROSS

The heralding of the kingdom gives place to private
teaching concerning the suffering and shame of the cross.
The powerful deeds which declared the truth of His
claims cease and He directs His disciples to tell no one
of the vision which they had seen upon the high moun-
tain until after He is roused from among the dead (Matt.
17:9). Not until Pentecost, fifty days after Christ’s
resurrection, are signs given once more, a demonstration
of God’s power operating in those who had believed.

THE MINISTRY THROUGH THE APOSTLES

Then the ground is once more clear to take up the
kingdom of which Daniel and all the prophets had
spoken. This kingdom was the subject of His first ministry,
of what He begins both to do and to teach (Acts1:1). And
this is the subject of His conversations with the chosen
apostles during the forty days following His sufferings.
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It was also, ‘‘that which concerns the kingdom of God.”’
(Acts 1:3). Before beginning His first proclamation, the
Lord had been baptized by John and by the holy spirit.
So He says to them: ‘‘John, indeed, baptized you in
water, yet you shall be baptized in holy spirit after not
many of these days.”” (Acts 1:5). And later when some-
one was to be chosen to fill Judas’ empty place, the prime
qualification was that he had been with the Lord from the
baptism of John onward, that is, from the beginning of
the heralding of the kingdom (Aects 1:22).

No wonder they ask Him saying, ‘‘Lord, art Thou at
this time restoring the kingdom to Israel?’’ (Aects 1:6).
‘Was Isaiah’s question, ‘“Till when?’’ to be answered at
last? For us, who are meditating on the Divine Secrets,
the answer He gave is full of significance. He said to
them: ‘“Not yours is it to know times or eras which the
Father placed in His own jurisdietion.’’ (Aects 1:7).

To have given them an answer would have involved
the revelation of the secret concerning the duration of
Israel’s blindness. But this was not to be made known
at that time. Had it been known, the events recorded
in the book of Acts would never have taken place. The
whole action of the book depends upon this ignorance.
It is a treatise on the kingdom of God as proclaimed by
God’s spirit and its rejection by Israel both in and out
of the land. It resumes the earlier part of Christ’s own
ministry, the things He began both to do and teach; in
plain words, the heralding of the kingdom. The signs
and miracles which had been temporarily dropped are
taken up again to confirm the word of those who spoke
on His behalf.

The second section of the earthly ministry of our Lord
followed His rejection by Israel. It was based upon His
sufferings, which were yet future. It ended with His
resurrection. So after Israel has once again rejected
Him, as detailed in the book of Acts, the present ‘‘secret,
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