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PREFACE.

Tur reader will perceive, in the com-
mencement of the following work, what he
may at first regard as a defect, that I have not
introduced, like others, a statement of the
scripture doctrine upon the subject of my Histo-
ry. For the omission, I submit these reasons:
it seemed to me that such a statement would
prove useless, as each one would form his own
opinion from other authority ; and that a satis-
factory discussion of the important question,
helonged rather to the Polemic than to the His-
toriah. Accordingly, for the commencement of
my undertaking, I fixed on a date posterior to
the publication of most of the New Testament ;
and yet, as it was desirable to take into view
every other christian production extant of the
first ages, I was obliged to begin as early as
A. D. 90, before some, if not all of St Jolms
writings were composed.

The attentive reader will also discover, as
he proceeds, that the Ancient History of Uni-
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versalism is naturally distinguished by certain
peculiarities, into three successive Periods :—
the FirsT, extending to the year 190, and em-
braced in the first two chapters, affords but
few indisputable traces either of that- doctrine,
or of its opposite ; the SEcoND, running through
the third, fourth, fifth and sixth chapters,
to the ycar 390, or 394, is distinguished by the
prevalence both of Universalism and of the
doctrine of endless misery, without producmg
the least disturbance or uneasiness in the
church ; the THiRD, reaching to the Fifth Gen-
eral Counc1l, in A. D. 553, is marked with
continual censures, frequent commotions, and
some disgraceful quarrels, on that subject.

And as I have endeavored to vary my gener-
al plan, so as to suit the peculiar character and
circumstances of each of these periods, 1 would
here bespeak the reader’s attention to the meth-
od I have pursued. In the first Period, then,
I have been careful to state, “in his own words,
the opinion of every christian author extant,
concerning future punishment, and the eventual
salvdtion of the world ; and down to the year
150, I have, with still more particularity, in-
serted every passage which I thought belonged
to either of those subjects. Accordingly, it
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may be expected that, to many, the first two
chapters will prove more tedious than the rest
of the work. In the second Period, while it
has been my principal object to give a full ac-
count of all those fathers, who, during that time,
advocated or favored Universalism, I have also
aimed to present a correct vicw of the opinions
entertained, the meanwhile, by the christian
world at large, on that point. In the third Pe-
riod I have pursued nearly the same course ;
leaving, however, the common sentiment of the
church concerning the doctrine in question, to
be gathered from the controversies and quarrels
which then occurred, and which I have minute-
ly described. Thus far, 1 may venture to pro-
nounce the History complete, in onc sense: it
contains an account of every individual of note,
whom we have now the means of knowing to
have been a Universalist.

In the Appendix the planis very different, as
a regular and connected history of Universalism,
from the Fifth General Council to the Refor-
mation, is, with me, utterly impracticable.
Here, therefore, nothing but a sketch is at-
tempted, pointing out those traces of the doc-
trine, which I have happened to discover in the
course of reading.
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I would also take this opportunity, once for
all to apprize my readers of the sense in which
they will find certain terms and phrases used in
tke following work. The title, bishop, is sup-
posed to have signified, at first, only the chief
minister of a city, or territory ; though after-
wards it became confined in its application to a
distinct and superior order of clergy. By the
popular terms orthodox and heretic, I mean, not
the true and the false creed, but the predomin-
ant, or catholic, and the dissenting, or anathema-
tized. To.conclude, I have frequently spoken
of the Western or Latin Churches, in distinc-
tion from the Eastern or Greek; though they
were not actually separated from each others’
communion, till the ninth century.

Roxbury, Oct. 22d, 1828.



™HE
ANCIENT HISTORY

o¥

UNIVERSALISM.

CHAPTER 1.
[From A. D. 90, to A. D. 150.]

A.D. 90.] 1. Ar the date with which this his-
tory begins, none of the apostles are supposed to
have been alive, except the venerable St. John, who
then resided, at a very advanced age, in the great city
of Ephesus.” St. Peter and St. Paul suffered mar-
tyrdom at Rome, more than twenty years before ; “and
St. James the Great, and St. James the Less, at Jeru-
salem, still earlier. Of the deaths of the other apostles,
nothing can be pronounced with confidence, notwith-
standing‘ the accounts of their martyrdom, given by
some ancient writers, and adopted by many of the
moderns.

Nor must we pretend to define the extent to which

Christianity had now spread ; as, on this subject, it is
often impossible to- distinguish the true from the fabu-
lous accounts of early historians. It is, however, prob-
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able that some churches were established in most of the
Roman provinces, especially in the eastern. But the num-
ber of professed christians must still have been very small
in proportion to the whole mass of community, and com-
posed, with some exceptions, of the lower classes of peo-
ple. The rich and the noble were, for the most part, at-

‘tached to the ancient forms and institutions ; and the men

of great learning, and those of refined genius, did not
wander, as indeed they seldom do, from the limits of
that popular course where they might find reward, or at
least hope for admiration.

The Christiahs were, nevertheless, not an obscure
sect. Their religion was so novel, so different from
every other, and they were so zealous and successful in
its cause, that it drew much attention wherever it was
established. It was not, indeed, very well understood
by the public at large ; nor did it escape considerable
misrepresentations among its particular enemies®. These
injurious misrepresentations operated, undoubtedly, to
countenance the complaints of the heathen priests, who
felt their long unmolested repose disturbed by the grow-
ing desertion of their temples, and neglect of their ser-
vices. Still it must be remarked, that the christians
had suffered very little persecution, except slander,
since the death of the cruel Nero, more than twenty
years before. But the time drew near when they were

1

a. Plinii Epist. 97. Lib. x. and Taciti Annal. Lib. xv. cap. 44.
Afterwards, or tdwards the year 150, we find the most outragcous
calumny heaped upon the christians : they were commonly called
Atheists ; and all sorts of licentiousness, even such as cannot, for de-
cency’s sake, be mentioned in the present age, were charged upon
them. To refute and exgose thesé slanderous falsehoods, was a
grand object with several of the early christian writers.
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to encounter proscription, danger, and even death, from
the civil authorities : It was only four or five years after
this, that the jealousy of the emperor Domitian revived
the storm, which raged, with some considerable inter-
vals, till after the lapse of more than two centuries; the
inauspicious conversion of Constantine, gave to the
Church the kingdoms of this world, and the glory of
them.

As to the system of doctrine held by the christians at
this period, we can determine few of its particulars, if
indeed it be proper to say that such a system then pre-
vailed. 'Their religion had not yet been taught on any
regular plan, like that of a Body of Divinity. Its fun-
damental truths, that Jesus Christ was the Messiah of the
only true God, and the Saviour of men, and that he rose
from the dead, necessarily engrossed the chief attention
of its professors, as these were the important facts they
were obliged, almost continually, to urge on the peo-
ple, and to defend against opponents. It is extremely
difficult for us, who are brought up in a state of society
where christianity is the original and universal religion,
-and where our disputes extend only to its-particular te-
nets, to conceive of the simplicity in which the first
preachers taught their faith, when, not the doctrine, but
the truth itself, of that religion, was the principal point
in dispute. When people were brought to acknowledge
the mission of Christ, they were considered christians ;
and if their conduct became their profession, they were
gladly received into the churches; though further in-
structions were then given, or afterwards added, just as

J
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opportunities offered, and circumstances permitted®.
Such being the liberal conditions on which the church-
es were gathered, they, of course, admitted persons of
different, and even opposite sentiments, on many points
of doctrine. Both the Jewish and Gentile converts re-
tained some of their respective prejudices and notions.
This circumstance had already occasioned disputes
among them, particularly concerning the obligation of
the Mosaic rituals, on one hand, and the heathen
schemes of philosophy on another. The apostles them-
selves had, years before, interposed to decide these
controversies ; but even their authority was not able to
remove the prejudices of the parties. Some of the
Guostic believers, in particular, had, perhaps, gone so
far, even at this early period, as to separate from the
other churches, and to form themselves into distinct
bodics, which, however, must have been small and ob-
scure. After all, we cannot suppose that the  christians
in general had so soon obliterated from their faith the
prominent features of the apostolic doctrine ; especially
vhen we consider that most of the books of the New
Testament were now in circulation, and that St. John
still lived to be consulted, and to give instructions °.

IL. Proceeding, now, to the particular subject of our
history, we shall, in the present chapter, produce all

b- This was the practice of the apostles. See the abstracts and nc-
counts of those discourses which they addressed to unbelievers :  Acts
ii. 14—41.ii.12—26. iv. 8—12. v. 20—32. viii. 30—32. ix. 20—22, x. 34
—48. xiii. 16—41. xvi.30—33. xvii.2—4. 18, 22—34. xxiii. 6. xxv. 13,
19. xxvi. xxviii. 23. ¢ The principal facts in this section are illustra-
ted at large by Mosheim, Eccl. Hist. Cent. i; and more particularly
in his Commentaries on the Aflairs of the Christians, before the Time
of Constantine, &c. Vol. i. Vidul's T'ranslation.
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_that can be known, with any degree of certainty, of the

"views entertained by the christians from this time till
A. D. 150, in relation to a future state of punishment
and the eventual salvation of the world. The only
direct light that gleams, at intervals, through the general.
obscurity of the course we now attempt, is derived from
the few christian writings of this period, which are
still extant. These are the productions of those com-
monly called the Apostolical Fathers, the first christian
authors, whose works have reached us, after the Apostles
themselves. They are the following : The First Epis-
tle of Clemens Romanus; seven Epistles of Ignatius;
The Epistle of Polycarp ; The Epistle of Barnabas ;
and The Shepherd of Hermas. .Among these, we should
perhaps insert a Relation of the Martyrdom of Ignatius?.
These writings, composed by men of little learning, and,
for the most part, of as little judgment, are still valuable
as they afford us some notion of the state of the early
christians, and of the sentiments avowed by them ; but
whoever expects to find them instructive or edifying in
other respects; will rise from their perusal in disappoint-
ment, if not with disgust.

‘4 Of the Second Epistle of Clemens Romanus, so called, the genu-
ineness is considered doubtful hy Eusebius, Jerome; Du Pin, Mosheim,
&c. and wholly denied by Photius, Archbishop Usher, Lardner,
Brucker, Le Clerc, and others.  Scarcely onc admits it. ‘There are
other writings extant, ascribed to Clemens Romanus, but which are
now universally considered forgeries, and of a much .later date. I
omit T"e Acts of Paul and Thecla, a forgery of the First Century, be-
cause our present copy is cither a forgery upon that original one, or
else so much interpolated that we cannot determine what is ancient.
See Lardner's Credibility, &c. Chap. Supposititious Writings of 2d
Century. ‘The reason why I place The Epistle of Barnahes, and The
Shepherd of Hermas last in this catalogue, will be given under the ac-
eounts of those works.
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A D. 90, III. .'The Epistle of Clemens Romanus
__g5, is distinguished for the respect it received
from the ancient churches, some of which

caused it to be read, in public, with the books of the
New Testament. Itmay be allowed, at least, the com-
mendations, that it is simple though diffuse, somewhat
resembling, in character, St. James’s Epistle, and that
it contains but one instance®, of those absurd allegories
which abound in the succeeding fathers. Clemens, who
was bishop of the church at Rome, and perhaps the
same person whom St. Paul mentions, (Phil. iv. 3.)
wrote this Epistle to the Corinthian christians for the
purpose of dissuading them from their quarrels and sedi-
tions. KEarnestly exhorting them to repent of their
mutual envy and abuse, hé'adduces; among other con-
siderations; the  justite of God as a motive of fear, and
the terriblé destruction of Sodom and its neighboring
cities as instances of the divine judgments on sinners.
But it is remarkable that in the whole of this Epistle,
about as long as St. Mark’s Gospel, there is no expres-
sion which discovers whether he believed in any future
state of punishment, nor whether he held the salvation
of all mankind. ‘There are, indeed, two passages’ which
may naturally, not necessarily, be understoed to intimate

e Clemens Rom. Epis. § 12. Wake’s Translation. The date of
this Epistle was probably between A.D. 90 and 95. Lardner places
it at A. . 94 or 95; Junius, at 98; Baronius and Cotelerius, at 92;
Dodwell, Wake and Le Clerc, between G4 and 70. ¢ Clem.
Rom. Epis. § 26 and 49. In these two passages, Clemens expressly.
mentions the resurrection of those who “ religiously serve the [ord, '
and are “ made perfectin love ;" but nowhere does he assert the res-
urrection of others.
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that those only who here serve the Lord; will hereafter
be raised from the dead.
In passing over the time at which St. John
is supposed to have written the Revelation
and, perhaps, his Gospel and three Epistles®,
we-may remark that this last of the Apostles died at
Ephesus, about the year 100. - He left the world at
a period when old errors appear to have been spreading
in the church, and springing up there, under new forms
and modifications. They were chiefly of the Gnostic
kikd, derived from the Oriental or Persian philosophy,
and consisting of a monstrous union of christianity with
the eastern notions of the ‘ endless genealogies” of the
Eons or angelic natures, and the inherent maligpity of
all matter. Tle thorough Gnostics, among the. chris-
tians, denied the real body of Christ, and the resurrec-
tion of the flesh. :
1IV. We come next to the famous Epis-
tles of Ignatius ; the genuineness of which
has been attacked and defended with a zeal
little proportioned to their worth or real weight in any
cause whatever. Though the question is still involved
in considerable uncertainty, we shall follow, with some
doubt, what appears the prevailing opinion, that the

A. . 94,
to 100.

A. p. 107,
or 116.

& Though there is not a universal agreement, there is but little
doubt as to the date of the Revelation; for if written by St. John, it
was during his bunishinent to Patmos, which most chronological crit-
ics assign to the year 94 or 6.  Of the date of his other writings, va-
rious opinions arc entertained : Dr. Witherspoon places the Gospel
at A.D. 96, and the Episties ot 93; Lardner dates the Gospel at A.D.
68, and the Epistles at 80 and 85 ; by Le Clerc, the Gokpel is assign-
ed to the {enr 97, and the Epistles to 91 and 92; Dr. Owen places
the Gospel at about A.D. 69 ; Jer. Jones, at 97 ; and Du Pin, atabout
A.D. 100. .

3*
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seven,* translated by Archbishop Wake, are, in the main,
genuine. They were written, if by Ignatius, while he
was conducted, partly by sea, and partly by land, on a
tardy journey of two thousand miles®, from Antioch to
Rome, for the execution of the sentence of martyrdom.
He is said to have been bishop of the church in the former
city, for about forty years, and to have been personally
acquainted, in his younger days, with some of the Apostles.
His * writings, however, are not always worthy of his
advantages : they contain some puerile conceits', betray
a fondness for the eastern fables concerning the angelic
world/, and are filled with earnest injunctions of the
most unreserved submission of reason, faith and practice,
to the clergy ; whose authority is often likened, express-
ly, to that of God and Jesus Christ. :
We cannot ascertain the author’s views concerning
the final extent of salvation; and the following is all
that seems to refer to a future state of punishment:
“Those that corrupt families by adultery, shall not

* Even of these there are two very different copies: the larger
which is generally supposed to be much interpolated ; and the short-
er, which is followed by Wake, and almost universally preferred.
Mosheim, however, (Comment. on the Affairs of the Christians, &c.)
seems to doubt whether the larger be not the genuine, if indeced
either be so.

b-  His route, real or fabulous, is traced from Antioch to Smyrna,
Troas, over the Egean, into Macedonia and through Epirus, across
the Adriatic and Tyrrhene Seas, to the month of the Tiber, and
thence to Rome. The date of his journey, and of course of his Epis-
tles and Martyrdom, is placed at A.D. 107, hy. Du P’in, Tillemont,
Cave and Lardner; but at A.D. 116, by Pecarson, Loyd, Pagi, Le
Clerc and Fabricius. If the Relation of the Martyrdom of Ignatius,
which professes to be written by eyc-witnesses, be genuine, this die-
puted date is fixed at A.D. 116. See § 3. Wake’s Translation.

1. Ignat. Epist. to the Ephesians, § 9. Wake's trans. i Ditto. § 19.
and Epist. to the Trallians, § 5.
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“inherit the kingdom of God. If ‘therefore théy who
“have dorie this according to the flesh have suffered death,
“ how much more shall he die, who by his wicked dag-
“trine corrupts the faith of God, for which Christ was
“crucified? He that is thus defiled, shall depart -into
“ imquenchable fire, and so also shall he that heark-
“ens to him*.” In another place he says, in rather an
incoherent paragraph, ¢ Seeing, then, all things have
“an end, there are these two indifferently set before us,
“ Life and Death ; and every one shall depart unte his pro-
per place'.” 1In the same unconnected manner, he says
again, * For what remains, it is very reasonable that we
““should return unto a sound mind, whilst there is yet
“time to réturn unto God™.” Some of these passages
may, indeed, have no allusion to a future state. It must,
however, be remarked here, that the author evidently
believed that certain heretics, and perhaps the wicked
in general, will not be raised from the dead, but exlst
hereafter as mere incorporeal spirits™.

The Relation of the Martyrdom of Ignatius, written
by christian eye-witnesses of his trial and sufferings,
contains nothing to our purpose ; and we therefore pro-
ceed to
. D. 108 V. The Epistle of Polyca_r}_) ; a piece

or 117.  Which evinces a more regular and intelli-

~ gent mind, than most of the ecclesiastical wri-

tings of that age. Its connexion is tolerably well main-
tained, and its style is simple, though it never rises into

k- Eplst to the Ephes. § 26. I Epist. to the Magnesians, §5
m, Elst to the Smyrncans, §9. - n* Ditto. §2 and 7. compared
with Epist. to the Trall. § 9. and Epist. to the Romans, § 2.
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elegance. 'The'author is guilty'of one exception to his
general moderation, when he exhorts his brethren to be
¢“subject to the elders and deacons as unto ¢ God and
¢ Christ°.” ” A

They who receive this epistle as Polycarp’s”, gene-
rally suppose it written soon after the martyrdom of Ig-
natius, to which it alludes. Polycarp was bishop of the
church at Smyrna, from about the year 100, till after
the middle of the second ecentury. e is said to have
been the disciple of St. John; and he was certainly re-
garded, after the death of that Apostlc, as the most em-
inent of the christians of Asiad.

The following is all that his Epistle contains in rela-
tion to the particular subject of this history : ¢ To whom
¢ [Christ] all things are made subject, both that are in
“heaven and that are in earth; whom every living
¢ creature shall worship; who shall come to be the
¢ judge of the quick and dead ; whose blood God shall
¢ require of them that believe not in him*.”  Alluding,
without doubt, to some of the Gnostic heretics,
he says, “ Whosoever does not confess that Jesus
¢ Christ is come in the flesh, he is Antichrist. *And
“ whoever does not confess his suffering upon the cross,
“ijs from the Devil. - And whosoever perverts the ora-
“cles of the Liord to his own lusts, and says that there

o. Polycarp's Epist. § 5. Wake's transl. p- M. Dnille and Blon-
del reject it , and i\losh'cim says it ¢ has merely a questionable claim
to credit.”” But Lardner, on the contrary, asserts that ¢ there is scarce
any doubt or question among learned men, about the genuinceness of
this Epistle of I’olycarp.” 1. By some he is considercd the anael of
the Church in Smyrno, addressed in Rev. ii. 8. 'I'his, however, is
doubtful, as it is probable that he was not ordained till after the Re-
velation was written, t Polycarp's Epist. § 2.
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i shall be neither any resurrection, nor judgment,-he is
% the first-born of Satan®.” There may also be a ques-
tion whether" the author does not intimate -that the fu-~
ture-resurrection depends on faith and obedience in this
lifet, :

VI To these dates succeeds a period of several
years, from which no christian writings have descended
to us, except a few passages that happen to have been
quoted, by later writers, from Papias, Quadratus and
Agrippa Castor-; of which, however, we-shall take' no
notice, as they throw no light upon our subject. Butit
is important to remark that Papias and Aristides (a wri-
ter of whom nothing whatever- remains) contributed, un-
designedly; to corrupt-the simplicity of christianity. ‘The

.- former, who was bishop at Hierapolis, near
s. ». 116. Laodicea, is said to have devoted himself to
collecting traditions of the Apostolic doctriie and say-
ings ; but being very credulous and of 4 weak mind, he -
received, with little discrimination, whatever was related
to him. Having thus -formed.-a - collection of idle tales
and foolish notions, he ‘published them to the world as
the authoritative instructions of Christ and his Apostles.
Such was the genius of the times, that his work ‘ap-
pears to have been well received; and it certainly met
with.considerable credit among the succeeding fathers,

& Ditto. §7. t- Ditto. § 2 and 5. If Clemens Romanus and Po-
lﬁcarp, as well as Ignatius, really held a partial resurrcction, that of
the saints exclusively, the circumstance would seem to prove that the
notion of the Jews, or rather of the Pharisees, on this point, had
spread pretty extensivcly in the church,—from Asia Minor to Rome—
at this early period. That such was the notion of the Pharisees,
about the end of the first century, see Josephus, &c.
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who adopted some of its-fictions®. - But whatever were
the injurious effects of : thése pretended traditions, the
cause of truth afterwards sustained 2 much greater de-
triment from the gradual incorporation of the Grecian
philosophy. - Aristides was probably the first professed
124 philosopher from the Grecian schools, who
A D.12 5 * took an active part in support of christianity.
— " But he appears, unhappily, to have arrayed
it in the robe of the Academy ; for Jerome informs us
that the /pology, which he presented to the emperor
Adrian in behalf of the persecuted christians, was full of
philosophic notions, which were afterwards adopted by
Justin Martyr*. The Grecian philosophy was nearly as
incompatible with christianity, as was the Oriental ; but
the corruptions it introduced, flourished in the church,
after.a few years, as in & congenial soil; and in less
than a century, gave a new appearance to the general
mass of doctrine considered orthodox. ,
VII. The Epistle of Barnabas is the
A. D. 131. next, in order ; unless, as has been hither-
to conjectured, it belong to the first cen-
tury”. It was composed by some Jewish christian, of
u Du Pin’s Bibliotheca Patrum, ‘Article, Papias. Papias is enid
to have flourished about A.D.116."  v. Du Pin’s Biblioth. Pat. Art.
Quadratus and Aristides. The Apology of Aristides is supposed to
have been written about a.p. 124, or 126. * w* It has been thought,
by most of the learned, that the ﬁpiétle of Barnabas was written in
tlz'e first ccntur{; and, by many, that it was the work of that Barna-
bas who was the companion and fellow-traveller of St. Paul. The
latter opinion, Mosheim treats as scarcely worthy of a refutation ; and
though it has had some eminent advocates, it is now generally dis-
carded. That the former opinion isalso incorrect, I cannot but ‘think
sufficiently manifest from the Epistle itself. The author, speaking
of the temple of Jerusalem, says, ¢ Again, he [Christ] speaketh after

¢this manner : Behold, they that destroy this temple, even they shall again
¢ build it up. And so it came to pass; for through their wars, it is
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mean abilities, for the purpose of* representing the Mo-
saic law and other parts of the Old Testament as con-
taining & hidden account of Christ and hi$ religion. The
allegorical and mystical interpretations, of which the
Epistle mostly tonsists, present an extraordinary in-
stance of blind stupidity aiming at discoveries: ¢ Un-
« derstand, children,” says he, ¢these things more
“ fully : that Abraham, who was the first that brought in
“ circumcision, performed it, after having received the

“ now destroyed by their cnemies; and the servants of their enomies
“build it np.” (Barnab. Epist. § 16. Wake’s transl.) It will not be
uestioned that the author here spenks, 1. of the destruction of the
'}‘em le after our Lord’s ministry ; i.e. of its destruction by Titus ;.
and g of attempts at rebuilding it by the servants of the Romans, at
the time of writing this Epistle. Now, it is well known that-there-
was no attempt at rebuilding either the temple or the city, after their
destruction by Titus, till the time of Adrian. He came to Jerusa-
lem, inthe earl |part of his reign, on a visit to the eastern sections of
his empire, and found the city, except a few buildings, levelled with
the ground, ind the temple trodden under foot. He is said to have
formed, at this time, the design of rebuilding the place; but he did
not actually undertake it till A.p. 130 or 131, when he sent a colony
to Jernsalemn to restore the city, and on or near the site of the former
temple to ercct a new one, which he afterwards dedicated to Jupi-
ter. (See Crevier's Hist. of the Rom. Emperors, Book xix. with his
Annals of Adrian, prefixed. Fleury’s Eecl. Hist. Book ‘iii. 24. and-
Newton's Dissert. on the Prophecies, Dissert. xx. Part 3.) This cir-
cumnstance appears to determine the date of the allusion quoted from
Barnabas; and I know of nothing that can be urged against the hy-
. pothesis. Irenwmus, abont A.pn. 190, is thd _first who scems to have
imitated any of the expressions of this Epistlo; and Clemens Alex-
andrinus, about A.p. 194, is the first who either méntioned it, or for-
mally alluded to it. It is but just, however, to apprize the reader,
that my hypothesis is not supported by the authority of the critics
who, so far as I know, have taken no notice of Barnabas's allusion to
the rchuilding of the temple. I think, however, that Cotelerius ( Pa-
tres Apostolict) had it in view, and suspected that the date of the Epis-
tle was as late as I have placed it.  Mosheim supposes it to have
been written in the first century ; and he ogrees with Cotelerius,
Brucker, Basnage and others, that its author was not the Barriabas
who was the companion of 8t. Paul. Wake, Du Pin and Lardner,
on the contrary, ascribe it to that Barnabas, and place its date about
AD. 71 or 72.
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“ mystery of three lettets, by which he looked forward
“in the spirity to: Jesus: For -the scripture says that
“ Abraham circumcised - three ‘hundred and eighteen’
‘ men of his house. - But what, therefore, was the mys-
‘ tery that was made known unto him ? Mark, first, the
¢ eighteen ; and, next, the three hundred. For the nu-
‘ meral letters of ten and eight, are TH*.  And these
¢ denote Jesus. And because the cross ‘was that by
¢ which we were to find grace, he therefore adds three
“ hundred ; the numeral letter of which is'T, [the figure
‘ of the cross.] .| Wherefore, by two letters he signified
« Jesus, and by the third, his cross. He who has put
“ the engrafted gift of his doctrine within us, knows that
¢“1 never taught to any a more certain truth; but I
“ trust that ye are worthy of it’.” Such is one of the
important discoveries our author communicates; and
strange as it may seem, the later fathers, even those of
undoubted learning”, appear to have been, by no means,
insensible to the charms of this kind of nonsense.

He spcaks of Christ's coming, at the end of all
things, when he shall ¢ abolish the season of the Wicked
¢ One, and judge the ungodly, and change the sun, the
“ moon and the stars®.” It.was necessary, says he,
that Christ should appear in the flesh, that ¢ preparing
~ ¢ himself a new people, he might demonstrate to them,

“ whilst he was upon earth, that after the resurrec-
« tion, he would judge the world®.” It is worthy of re-
mark, that of all the christian writings, after the sacred

x- i.e. the Greek Eta, or long E.—IE are the first two lectters of
the word Jesus. y- Barnabas’s Epist. § 9. Wuke’s transl.
z. Viz. Justin Martyr, Irenxus, ClemensAlexandrinus, &c-. s.Bar-
nab. Epist. § 15. b. Ditto. § 5.
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scriptures, ‘this Epistle is the first in which we find the
word everlasting, or eternal, applied to suffering : Near
the end, Barnabas represents two ways, that of Light,
over which the angels of God are appointed, and that
of Darkness, where the angels of Satan preside ; and
after describing the manner of walking in the way of
Light, he says, “ But the way of Darkness is crooked,
«and full of cursing; for it is the way of efernal death
“with punishment, in which they that walk meet with
“those things that destroy their own souls®.” He af-
terwards adds, that he who chooses this part, shall ¢ be
“ destroyed, together with his works. For this cause,
“ there shall be both a resurrection and a retribution®.”
Throughout his Epistle he 'says nothing of Universal
Salvation ; and it is manifest, from what we have quo-
ted, that he believed in a future state of punishment.
But whether he thought it endless, cannot be deter-
inined ; as the word everlasting or eternal, was used by
the ancients, to denote indefinite rather than intéermina-
ble duration®. _
VIIL. The last, as well as the longest, of
A. p. 150. the works of the Apostolical Fathers, so call-
ed, is that effusion of second childishness,
The Shepherd of Hermas®. 1t was written at Rome, by

¢ Ditto. § 18, and 20.  d Ditto.§ 21. -e Sce instances of this
in the next Chapter, Sect. iii. iv. xi. and in succeeding Chapters.
f It had been long debated, by the learned, whether this work was
composed in the first century, by that Ilermas whom St. Paul men-
tions (Rom. xvi. 14.); or in the second century, by another Hermas,
brother to Pius, bishop of Rome.  But the question was finally deci-
ded by a fragment of u work of the second century, brought to light
by Muratori; “ IIermas, brother to Pius bishop of the church in the
“city of Rome,” says this fragment, “wrote very lately, in our own
¢ time, The Shepherd, at Rome.” (See Mosheim’s Commentaries on
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a brother of the bishop of that city ; butit betrays an ig-
norant and imbecile mind, in absolute dotage. Its ob-
ject appears to have been to excite the professors of
christianity to more uprightnéss, zeal, and abstraction
from the business as well as ordinary pleasures of life ;
and this, the author strives to effect by relating pre-
tended visions, and by introducing instructions from an
angel, who occasionally appeared to him, as he asserts,
in the habit of a shepherd. But the conversation he at-
tributes to his celestial visitants, is more insipid than we
commonly hear from the weakest of men.

Without extracting at full length, as in the case of -
former works, the several passiges which seem to have
a relation to our subject, it is sufficient to observe that
Hermas has left nothing to determine his views of the
final extent of salvation, unless it may be gathered,
from the following, that he totally precludes some of
the human face from all prospect of bliss: He teaches
that a christian, if he sin afier his baptisin, may possibly
be allowed the privilege of one repentance, and of one
only®; but that for such as apostatize from the faith, and
blaspheme God, there is no return. They have forever
departed from God ; and, in the next world, they are
to be burned, together with the heathen nations®. Strong
as such language may seem, those acquainted with the
style of the earliest fathers, will not, perhaps, account it

the Affairs of the Christians, &ec. eccl. hist. of the first Cent. § liv.
notes n and o; where may be found a full discussion of this point.)
‘I'he date of The Shepherd, therefore, cannot be much earlier than a. .
150 ; perbaps later. - & Hermas. Book ii. Commdnd. iv. § 3. com-
pared with Book i. Vis. ii. § 2. Wake’s transl. b Ditto. Book iii.
Nimil. vi. § 2. :
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altogether decisive in favor of endless perdition. . We
may here add, that Hermas supposed that the Apos-
tles, after their death, went and preached to the souls
of those who had led pure and virtuous lives before
Christ’s birth; and that when those spirits had thus
heard the gospel, they received water baptism, in some
way untold, and then entered the kingdom of God'. He
also held an opinion, comnon during the remainder of
this century, that the end of the world wasnear at handi.

IX. Wé must now take our leave, for a while, of the
orthodox believers, and go back to an account of a very
different kind of christians, concerning whom we have
not-even the feeble light hitherto enjoyed; to guide our
investigations. -

No part of ecclesiastical history is in-
volved in more uncertainty than that of the
Gnostic heretics of the first and second cen-
turies. Their own writings, except a few unconnected
fragments, are wholly lost; and the only way of at-
taining to an acquaintance with them and their senti-
‘ments, is by comparing the faulty, and often “abusive,
representations of their zealous opposers, with the im-
perfect knowledge we have of that systein of philoso-
phy, the Oriental, which they amalgamated with chris-
tianity*. That they believed in our Saviour as a mes-
senger from the Supreme God, and generally main-

A. D. 90,
to 150.

i Ditto. Book iii. Simil. ix. § 16. i Ditto. Book i. Vis. iv. § 3.
k T, however, attemptonly to follow our modern historian, Mosheim,
(Ecclesiastical History: and Commentaries on the Affairs of the
Christians, &c.) with some leg from Le Clere, (ITistor. Eccl. duo-
rum primorum, a Christo nato, Seeculorum) from Beansobre, (Histoire
(‘1% Mlz"nichee &c.) and from the History of Heretics in Lardner’s
orks,
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tained their christian profession amidst the opposition of
the heathens and the obloquy of the orthodox, is cer-
tain. But it is now considered equally certain that
they believed; some of them, that Jesus Christ was an
angelic being of the highest order, who came into
our world with only the visionary appearance, not the
‘'real body, of a man; and others, that Jesus alone was
a mere man, with a human soul, into whomn the Christ,
a high celestial spirit, descended at his baptism in Jor-
dan.  As to the object of our Saviour’s mission, they
arc thought to have been perfectly agreed, that it was,
‘not to satisfy any vindictive justice in Deity, whom they
considered infinitely good, but to deliver mankind from
the oppressive service of the degenerate gods of this
world, and to teach them how to subdue their passions,
and approximate the Supreme God, the fountain of pu-
rity and bliss. From the long-venerated, but chimeri-
cal, philesophy of the Persians, they retained the nn-
tion that the material world ivas formed, not by the
Sclf-Existent, but by the inferior gods, called Eons,
whose being was derived through a long and intricate
succession, as most of them thought; originally from
hin'. This led them to regard the God of the Jews,
the Jehovah of the Old Testament, as but a secondary
being, the principal Maker of this world ; and they also
concluded that he had apostatized, more or less, from
the divine allegiance, inasmuch as he had arrogated to

1 A few of them, perhaps, held two original, sclf-existent Beings,
ait evil ns well as a good Deity: Such, it is conjectured, was the
opinion of the Saturninians, about A. p. 120, and of the Marcionites,
about A. 0. 140. This is, however, denied in the History of Here-
tics in Lardner's Works, and also by Beausobre.
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himself the honors of worship, and as Christ had been
sent to annul his ancient covenant, and to overthrow his
institutions. From the same philosophy, they also re-
ceived the doctrine of the eternity of matter, and, espe-
cially, of its inherent, radical - depravity. Hence, they
in general discarded the hope of the resurrection of the
material body, which, in their view, would but perpetu-
ate the bondage and corruption of the soul. With such
dislike did most of them 'regard the body, that they
prescribed an excessively rigid discipline, a continual
abstinence, in order to thwart all its inclinations, and to
weaken, as far as possible, its power over the mind.
Such are the common outlines of their several sys-
tems, as laid déwn by the more judicious of modern his-
torians, who at the same time confess and lament the
impossibility of arriving at a satisfactory knowledge of
the subject. All the Gnostics were reproached, by
their cotemporary orthodox adversaries, with being
abandoned to licentiousness: a character which the
heathens first bestowed with unsparing liberality, upon
the orthodox themselves, and which these, in turn, have
as freely transmitted, and doubtless from much the
- saine motives, to the successive orders of heretics™.

m The licentiousness, alledged by the ancient orthodox against the
Gnostics, is in part denied, and in part admitted, by Mosleim ; uni-
formly mentioned in terms of uncertainty, by Le Clerc; and wholly
denied, by Beausobre ; as it likewisé is, 1n the History of Heretics in
Lardner’'s Works. The following remark deServes more considera-
tion than, I fear, mostreaders will allow it: ¢ This is certain, that as
bad things were said of the primitive christians, as were ever said of
the ancient heretics by the Catholics, [Orthodox.] Modern Reform-
ers have been treated just in the smne manner.” ~(Iist. of Heretics,
Book i. Sect. 8. Lardner’s Works.) Look into Roman Catholic wri-
tings, and see all kinds of immoral tenets attributed to Luther, Cal-
vin, and their associates; turn to the Protestant side, and see the

4*
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Some of the Gnostics, perhaps some of the earliest,
believed in the endless exclusion of a part of mankind
from the abodes of celestial light. But among those
who arose in ‘Egypt there were many, particularly the
Basilidians, the Carpocratians and the Valentinians, who-
are supposed to have held an eventual restoration, or
rather transmigration, of all human souls to a heaven of
purity and bliss.  But this tenet they appear to have
involved in other notions wild and chimerical enough to
warrant the suspicion of lunacy, were it not for the an-
tquity, prevalence, and reputation of that whimsical
philosophy from which they were derived.

AL X. The Basilidians and Carpocratians, it

oout . .

A. b. 120, 1 said, believed that such souls as here
follow the instructions of our Saviour,
will, at death, ascend immediately to the happy man-
sions above ; while, on the contrary, such as neglect
and disobey, will be condemned to pass into other bo-
dies, either of men or brutes; until by their purification
they shall be fitted to share the joys of the incorporeal

blest ; and so, all will finally be saved.

The Basilidians were the followers of Basilides, a
Gnostic christian and Egyptian philosopher, who flour-

charge retorted with, at least, equal exaggerition; hear the mutual
criminations of our modern sects, who accuse each other of principles
of conduct which they never thought of ;—and then judge how much
credit should be given to ancient calumnies of the same sort! It is
a curious circumstance that Mosheim, honored and admired, and
standing on high ground in a national church, had ncver, himself, en-
countered the slander of bigotry ; while Le Clere, an odious Arminian
from Geneva, and Beausobre, a Protestant refugee from Irance, had
ample experience of its malignity and falsehood. The Unitarian
’l‘,_argner was, in- his'own country; a heretic of the most obnoxious
ind.
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ished at Alexandria in the early part of the second cen-
tury, and died there between the years 130 and 140.

Though he ‘believed in one self-existent, supreme, and
infinitely glorious God, yet he also held that depraved
matter had been,'in one state or another, coeval with
him. - In the 'past ages of eternity, the deity produced
from himself certain Eons, who, in their turn, begat
others, but of a rank somewhat inferior, and of a lower
.station 3 and from these again procecded a species still
less exalted 53 and so on in succession, till the celestial
hierarchy extended from the highest heaven down to
Ahe vicinity of chaotic matter. The lowest race of
Eons, whose station was the nethermost heaven, under-
took, at length, to reduce ‘the immeirise mdterial mass
below them from its pristine state of disorder ; and ha-
ving formed it into a world, and made man with a body
and a material soul, the Deity, approving their work,
gave the creature a rational mind, and thus completed
the undertaking. e then allowed these Eons to di-
vide among themselves the government of the world
they had formed. But they, swerving by degrees from
their allegiance, arrogated at length divine honors from
their creatures, grew ambitious of enlarging, each one,
his dominion over the territory of the others, and for this
purpose embroiled mankind in mutual wars, till the
world became full of wretchedness and crime. Touched
with compassion for the human race, God sent his Son,
the first-begotten and noblest of all the Eons, to take up
his abode in the man Jesus; and through him to pro-
claim the supreme, but forgotten, Deity, teach mankind
to abjure the authority of their tyrannical gods, espe-
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cially of the God of the Jews; and to instruct them
how to subdue their own sinful propensities, by mortify-
ing their bodies, as well as by governing tlieir passions.
The God of the Jews, alarmed for his dominion, exci-
ted the people to appreliend and crucify Jesus; but
the Christ, the celestial Eon, had left his mortal abode
before the suffering mdn was nailed to the cross.

Basilides taught that God is perfectly good, or bene-
volent, in the real sense of those words; but that he in-
flicts the proper punishment for every wilful transgres-
sion, whether of ‘saint or sinner. Reformation and im-
provement gre the grand objects, as he appears to have
held, of all punishment, and of all God’s dealings with
mankind. Though he treated the Old Testament with
respect, as the revelation of that dignified Being who
governed the Jews, he did not think it inspired by the
supreme God; and ke is accused of having also re-
jected some parts of the New Testament ; which, though
possibly a fact®, cannot be satisfactorily proved. IHe
wrote a Commentary, in twenty four books, on the Gos-
pels, which .was soon answered by Agrippa Castor, a
cotempory orthodox writer. :

Basilides is thought to have beer a grave and pious
man, but bewildered by the fabulous theology of the
East. He had a son, named Isidore, who wrote some
books, long since lost, in illustration of their religious
sentiments. His sect, though often assailed, and con-
stantly opposed, both by the orthodox and the Leathens,

n Mosheim thinks it credible ; Beausobre sees no proof of it; and
in the History of Heretics in Lardner, it is disputed. Lo Clerc says
nothing about it.



] OF UNIVERSALISM. - 45

_was for a long time numerous, chiefly in Egypt and
Asia.  After having continued about two hundred years,
we find it broken and decreased in the fourth century ;
and not long afterwards it probably became extinet, or
perhaps coalesced with that of the Manicheans.

XI. The C'lrpocr'ttnns, who arose at the same place,
and nearly at the same time, with the Basilidians, agreed
with them in the final salvation of all souls, and did not
greatly differ from them in the general system of their
doctrine.  Like them, they distinguished petween the
Deity and the inferior Eons who formed the world ;
like them they believed that matter had existed from
eternity; and was unalterably corrupt. They,  indeed,
arranged the Eons in a little different order ; "and there
is some reason to think that they considered our Saviour
not a two-fold being, human and angelic, but a mere
man, though of more than ordinary -wisdom and divine
intelligence. Ile was sclected and appointed by Deity,
to teach mankind the knowledge of the true God, and
to abolish the domnmon of the arrogant makers of the
world. '

This sect, which seems never to have been large,
spread chiefly in Egypt and the adjoining parts of Asia ;
and disappeared, probably, in little more than a century
after its rise, if indeed it had ever been altogether dis-
tinct from that of the Basilidians. Its founder was Car-
pocrates, a learned Egyptian, who flourished at Alex-
andria, about the year 130. His son, Epiphanes, was
a youth of vast attainments and extraordinary promise ;
but he died (about A. D. 140) at the early age of se-
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venteen, after having written several treatises on reli-
gious subjects.’ : :

Their ancient opponents accuse the Carpocratians of
avowing the most infamous principles of moral conduct,
and even of teaching that to arrive at heaven, ive mnust
devote ourselves to the perpetration of every vile and li-
centious abomination : a calumny which, by its mani-
fest exaggeration and malice, becomes injurious only to
its authors. Some of the learned allow no credit what-
ever to any of the-.disadvantagcous representations of
_ their moral character ; while others refuse to exculpate
them entirely, at the consequent expense of their ortho-
dox slanderers®.

About XII. A still more whimsical sect of
. Gnostics than either of the preceding, was
A- . 130 o Valentinians. Man; in their view, was
a complex being, ébﬁsisting, 1, of the outward visible
body ; 2, of another body”? within this, composed of
fluid matter, and imperceptible to the scnses; 3, of an
animated soul, the seat of life and sensation only ; and
4, of a nobler, ratijonal soul, of an angelic substance.
The bodies, both outward and internal, were, they held,
destined to perish ; -of the two souls, the animal or sen-

© Among the licentious tenets charged on the Carpocratians, some
of the most moderate and judicious of the moderns consider that of
the community of women, as well as of goods, justly imputed to them.
But in the Hist. of Heretics in Lardner, (book ii. ch. 1iii. § 11.) this
charge is, I think, fairly shown to rest op very uncertain_authority,
and to be, in itself, quite-improbable. Mosheim, in his Commenta-
rics, &c. has greatly softencd the features of the picture which he
had drawn of the Carpocratians, in his Ecclesiastical History.

p At least, so asserts Mosheim, confidently; from whom, there-
fore, I dare not wdnder, though in this particular, I follow him with
much doubt. i
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,sitive could be saved by its obedience, or by its negli-
gence bring upon itself entire dissolution at death; but
the rational, intelligent soul, will, in all casesy be ad-
mitted to the realins of bliss.

In the immediate habitation of Deity, a world of pure
light, infinitely above the visible heavens, the Valentini-
ans placed thirty Eons, divided into three orders. These
were guarded by Horus, stationed on the extreme verge
of the high abode, to prevent them from wandering off
into the immense regions of chaotic matter which lay
around. 'T'he Eons, in process of time, grew envious of
thé distinguished and peculiar felicity enjoyed by the
first and highest individual of their- number, who alone
was adequate to  comprehend the Supreme Father’s
greatness. The ardent desire to attain the same divine

" pleasure grew stronger and stronger among them ; until
Wisdomn, the youngest and weakest of all, became ex-
cessively agitated. I'rom her ungovernable perturba-
tions sprang a daughter, who was immediately expelled
into the vast abyss of rude and unformed matter with-
out. To allay the agitation thus raised in the celestial
realm, the Deity produced two new Ecns, who instruct-
ed the others to be content with their limited capacity,
and to unite all their powers in giving existence to a
beiiig called Jesus, the noblest and brightest of all the
Eons.

Scarcely was the tranquillity of the heavenly world
thus restored, when the most violent commotions began
to agitate the drear abyss without. 'The exiled daugh-
ter of Wisdom had caught some glimpses "of the eter-
nal radiance, and attempted to gain the glorious abode ;
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but bemg continually repulsed by its watchful guardian,
her passions of grief, anxiety and desire grew so vio-
lent, that the chaotic mass of matter in which she was
immersed, caught the strong contagious emotions, and
became thereby ‘séparated into ‘the different elements
which exist in our world. By the assistance of Jesus,
she formed a being who is the Maker and Governor of
the material system. This creator, having afterwards,
with the same assistance, constructed the visible Uni-
verse, took up his abode in the lowest heaven, far from
the refulgent habitatiori of Deity ; and here his vanity at
length transported him to fancy himself really the only
true God, and to call upon mankind by his prophets,
especially by those he sent to the Jews, to worship him
as such. To extricaté mankind from this delusion, to
reveal the Deity to them, to teach them picty and vir-
tue, was Christ, one of the Eons, sent into the world.
He had a real body, but different from thosc of mortals,
as it was composed of an etherial substance ; and when -
he was baptized in Jordan, Jesus himself, in the form
of a dove,descended into him. Thus completely con-
stituted, our- Saviour proceéded, by méans of instruc-
tions and miracles, to fulfil his ministry. The Maker
of the world was énraged by his success, and procured
his apprehension and crucifixion; but not till both Je=
sus and ;’he spiritual, rational soul of Christ had as-
cended, leaving nothing but the sensitive soul and the
" etherigl body to suffer. Like other Gnostics, the Val-
entifilins denied the resurrection of the body, and con-
sidered the authors of the Old Testanient as being un-
der the inspiration 6f the Maker of this world.
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This sect sprung from Valentine, an Egyptian, who,
after propagating his nctions, for a while, in his native
country, went, about A. D. 140, to Rome.  Here, so
imany professors embraced his views, that the church
became alarmed, and after thrice excommunicating him,
succeeded in rendering his residence in Italy so uncom-
fortable, that he withdrew to the island of Cyprus.
In this delightful and luxurious region, his.sect flourish-
ed in quiet ; and after his death, which occurred, per-
haps, a little subsequent to A. D. 150, "widely diffused
itself throughout Asia, Aflrica and Europe, and became
an object of considerable fear and apprehension to the
orthodox churches. It existed about a century and a
half; when it seems to have sunk gradually into 6bliv-
ion. Many of its sentiments, however, were then revived
among the Manicheans, whom we shall consider in their
proper place.

XIIL. In closing our account of these Gnostic sccts,
it is important to remark, that while the orthodox fath-
ers warmly and bitterly attacked their respective sys-
tems in general, it does not appear that they ever se-
lected the particular tenet of the salvation of all souls,
as obnoxious. What chiefly excited their resentment
and animadversions, was, the distinction between Deity
and the Maker of the world, the fables of the Eons, the
views of our Saviour’s person, the rejection of the Old
Testament, and the denial of the resurrection, and of a
future judgment.



CHAPTER 1L

[From A. D. 150, to A. D. 190.]

A.D. 150. 1. Heresies had now multiplied to such
2 number, and spread to such an extent, as to become
troublesome® to the regular and approved churches;
and several sects had established separate communi-
ties, in distinction from the common body. Most of
these were of the Gnostic kind, already described ; but
there was one which, though small, deserves particular
mention, as consisting of that part of the original church
at Jerusalem, which c¢ontinued to adhere, with unyield-
ing tenacity, to the practice of the Mosaic rituals. This
was the Nazarene, or Ebionite, sect, which is said to
have held the simple humanity of Jesus Christ.

But from the heretics, of all kinds, we return to a
view of the doctrine and character of the orthodox.
Many of the vulgar superstitions of the Gentiles began
to prevail among them, concerning magic, the demons,
and the poetical regions of the infernal world ; and the
Greek philosophy, which had begun to mingle with the
doctrine of Christ, was rapidly modifying his religion to
its own perverse genius. The credulity of this age
was rank, and the learning of the day, at least that of

s This is evident from the circumstance that Agrippa Castor wrote

a book against the heretics some years before this poriod, and Justin
Martyr a little after.
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the fathers, was too superficial to prove either a pre-
ventiveé or remedy.  Apostolical tradition also began
to be urged as proof, when it was so far lost or corrup-
ted, that even they who had been disciples of the apos-
tles, adduced contrary traditions on one and the same
"point®; and yet upon this very precarious authority
some whimsical notions® prevailed. To these shades
in the picture we must add a still darker : the christians,
orthodox, as well as heretics, appear to have employ-
ed, in some cases, known falsehood in support of their
cause. 'This pernicious artifice they are said to have
derived from the Platonic paradox, that it is lawful to
lie for the truth; but one would suppose it suggested
by their own intemperate zeal, rather than by any max-
ims of philosopliy: They had already begun to forge
bocks in support of their religion, a practice which, it
is thought, they borrowed from the heretics; and they
now proceeded to propagate accounts of frequent mira-
cles, concerning which, all the carlier writers, after the
apostles, had been entirely silent.-

II. In the works which we have hitherto. had under
examination, we can discover little that belongs to the
Grecian literature, except the language. All their fanciful
conceits, all their extravagances, ave either of that pecu-
liar character which denotes a Jewish, at least Asiatic,
origin ; or else are the natural effusions of a stupidity

b Polycarp visited Anicetus, bishop at Rome, abont a. n. 150, and
held an"amicable discussion with him on the proper time for holding
Easter.. Each, according to Eusebius (Hist. Eccl. lib. v. cap.24,) al-
leged Apostolical tradition for his own time, in opposition to that
of the other; and they parted, but in friendship, without coming to
an agreement on the point. ¢ The doctrine of the proper Millen-
arians, for instance.
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that needs not the aggravation of false learning to ren-
der itself ridiculous: - But when we pass the Shepherd

of Hermas, we enter immediately on a new series of
ccclesiastical writings, in most of which the learn-

ing of the Athenian and Roman schools is divest-
cd of its elegance and converted into christianity.
This, however, we shall have occasion to exempli-
fy, in detail, as we pursuc the course of our examina-
tion.

The works which have descended to us from the pe-
riod cmbraced in this chapter, and which succeed those
of the Apostolical fathers, are The Sibylline Oracles,
The Writings of Justin Martyr, A Relation of the
Martyrdom of Polycarp, The Oration of Tatian, The
Letter of the Churches of Lyons and Vienna, Two pro-
ductions of Athenagoras, A Treatise of Theophylus, and
The IWorks of Ireneusd. 'Through these, successive-
ly, we shall now attempt to follow the traces of our
general subject. ‘

x. . 150, HI. Tt will be dificult to give the reader
a just notion of the first work, The Sibyl-

. & line Oracles. They were forged® by some
christian or christians, ‘generally supposed orthodox,
for the purpose of convincing the heathens of the truth

d The hook of one IHermias in ridicule of the heathen philosophers,
though often mentioned among the ecclesiastical works of this pe-
riod, is, by all, acknowledged to be of uncertain date, and by the best
eritics, considered the production of a later age. ¢ Cave thinks
the larger part of them composed about . p. 130, and the rest before
A.v. 192, " Du Pin places them at about a. n. 160. Lardner thinks
they may have been completed before A. p. 169, though possibly not
till a. o 190. Justin Martyr rcpeatedly refers to thein ; and Hermag
probably alluded to them in Book i. Vis. ii.
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of christianity. The Sibyls were considered as very
ancient prophetesses, of extraordinary inspiration,
among the Romans and the Greeks ; but their books,
if they indeed existed, had always been carefully con-
cealed from the public, and consulted only upon emer-
gencies, and by order of the government. The great
* veneration in which these supposed, but unknown, pro-
phecies were held among the vulgar, induced some
zealots to fabricate, under the name of the sibyls, and
in the form of ancient predictions, a narrative of the
most striking events in sacred history, and a delinea-
tion of what was then considered the christian faith.
This work, which we now have with some variations,
in eight books of coarse Greek verses, was then sent
into the world to convert the heathens by the pretend-
ed testimony of their own prophetesses. It appears to
have been seized with-avidity by the orthodox chris-
tians in general ; and all their principal writers® quoted
it as genuine, and urged its testimonies as indubitable
evidence. * It is mortifying to relate that not one of them
had the honesty to discard the fraud, éven when it was
detected by their heathen opponents.

~ These books; though brought. forth in injquity, serve

f So think Fabricius, Du Pin, Le Clerc, Lardner and Jortin. Oth-
ers speak of these now extant as wholly the same with the ancicent.
Paley, who by calling them Latin verses, betrays his ignorance of
themn, supposes they cannot be that ancient work, because such is
the manifestness of their forgery, that these could not have deceived
the carly fathers into a belicf of their genuineness. (Evidences of
Christian. Part i. chap. 9, sect. xi.) But all this he might have said,
with equal propriety, of the very passages which they actually 1\;0'-
ed. 'l‘llley were probably aware of tfle forgery. & Justin Mar-

- tyr, Athenagoras, T'heophilus of Antioch, Clemens Alexandrinus,
and the succeeding fathers, >

5*
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to show what sentiments existed among the christians
which is, indeed, about all the utility of the genuine
productions of this period. They contain the earlicst
explicit declardtion extant of a restoration from the tor-
ments of hell.. Having predicted the burning of the
universe, the résurrection of the dead, the scene before
the eternal judgment-seat, and the condemnation and
horrible torments of the damned in the flames of hell,
the writer proceeds to expatiate on the bliss and the
privileges of those who are saved 3 and he conclndes his
account by saying that, after the general judgment,
“ the omnipotent, incorruptible God shall confer anoth-
“ er favor on his worshippers; when they shall ask him :
“he shall save mankind from the pernicious fire and
‘“immortal agonies.  This will he do. For, having
“ gathered them, ‘safely secured from the unwearied
¢ flame, and appointed them to another place, he shall
“send them, for his peoples’ sake, into another and an
“ eternal life, with the immortals on the Elysian plain,
“ where flow perpetually the . long dark waves of the
“ deep sea of Acheronh.”

This work is full of the fables of the Greeks con-
cerning deinons, ' the Titans or giants, and the- infer-
nal regions. The wotld was to be burned about the
end of the second century; and then all mankind
were to be brought forth from the secret receptacle of
the dead to judgment; when the vicious and abomin-
able should be condemned to an intense fiery tor-
ment, repeatedly called everlasting, aud described much

h Sibyll. Oracula, Lib. ii. p. 212. Edit. Opeoperi, Paris. 1687.
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in the language, and with many of the circumstances
employed by the heathen poets. The righteous, on
the contrary, were to be received into a heaven too
neatly resembling. the Elysian fields'; and finally, at
théir request, the damned were to be admitted to the
like happiness. o
The following prophecy of the final conflagration may
" amuse, as 2’ specimen of the author’s descriptions :—
Elijah, ¢ the Thesbite, shall descend from hem:en,
“drawn i a celestinl ear, and show the whole
“world the three signs of the destruction of all life.
“ Woe unto them whom that day shall overtake op-
«“ pressed with the burden of the womb; woe unto
¢ them who shall nurse children at the breast, and unto
“thosé who shall dwell near the waters. Woe unto
¢ them who shall see that day; for from the rising to
“thé setting sun, and from the north to the south, the
¢ whole world shall be involved in the gloom of a hide-
“ous night. A burning river of fire shall then flow
¢ from the lofty heavens, and utterly consume the earth,
“the vast ocean with its cerulean abyss, the lakes, riv-
‘ers, fountains, the horrible realn of Pluto, and the ce-
“Jestial pole. The stars in heaven shall melt and drop
“down without form. ~ All mankind shall gnash their
“ teeth, encompassed on every hand with a flood of fire,
¢ and covered with burning cinders. The elements of
_% the world shall lie forsaken : the air, the earth, the
“heavens, the sea, the: light, and nights and days be
“oonfounded’.”

i%;l thiese particulars may be found in Lib. &i.  j Ditto. Lib. ii.
p. 201.
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IV. We proceed to the writings of the
A.D. 150, renowned Justin Martyr, the first professed
to 162.  scholar of the Grecian philosophy, whose
productions in favor of the christian reli-
gion, have reached us. He was a native of Neapolis,
the ancient Sichem, in Palestine. Having sought, as
he says, for the knowledge of the true God, among all
the sects of heathen philosophers, he was at length
couverted to christianity by the conversation of an old
man ; but he never laid aside the peculiar habit nor the
profession of ‘the Platonics. -He engaged, however,
with great zeal and boldness in the christian cause, for
which he wrote two Apologies : one, addressed to the
emperor Antoninus Pius, about A. D. 150; and the
other, about A. D. 162, to the succeeding emperor,
Marcus Antoninis; and to the Senate and People of
Rome*. It wasin this city, where he had resided for
many years, that he sealed his testimony by martyrdom
about A. D. 166.

His profession of philosophy, his extensive though
cursory reading, together with his zeal and piety, se-
cured him a great reputation and influence among the
early fathers ; who lacked the discernment to perceive
his want of sober judgment, and to discover the frequent
mistakes into which his carelessness and gross credulity
betrayed him. -His early heathen notions, so far from be-

k Cave, Pagi, Basnage and Le Clerc date Justin's First Apology at
ahout a. p.140; Massuct, 145; the Benedictine Editors and T'lle-
mont, Grabe, Du Pin, and Lardner,at 150. The Dialogue with T'ry-
pho was written certainly after the First Apology, but perhaps before
the Second, which is generally placed at the year 162." Besides these
three works, some attribute to him Two Orations to the Greeks, and
T'he Epistle to Diognetus.
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ing dispelled by the light of truth, were only modified
to his new religion, and the more fondly cherished, as
they now formed part of a system he deemed sacred.
Angels, he supposes, once descended to the earth, be-
came enamored of women, and in their embraces begat
the demons. These demons, learning from the proph-
ets the principal events in Christ’s life and administra-
tion, fabricated in order to imitate them, the stories of
the heathen mythology. They first instituted idolatry,

and they still continue to allure mankind to practise it
by the mysterious tricks they perform for the purpose ;
and all this out of a desire to feed on the fumes of the
sacrifices and ‘libations’. It is astonishing what a varied
part the  demons perform in- this world, according to
Justin’s representations. . It would seem, however, that
they labored under one essential disadvantage ; for our
~ author dssures us that the christians, in his time, had
the miraculous gift of exorcising them at pleasure, what-
ever shape they assumed, or wherever they concealed
themselves™. = The reader cannot now be surprised that .
* Justin applied and explained scripture without the least
regard to rational interpretation.

His opinion concerning the future state of mankind
was, thdt all souls, after death, are reserved in a certain
place, probably the Infernum of the Latins, till the gen-
eral resurrection and judgment; when the righteous,
whether christians, or such heathens as Socrates and
Plato, shall reign with Christ a thousand years upon

|Juamu Apolog. Prim. p. 61. Edit. Paris. mApol. Secund.
p- 45,and passim.
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earth, and then be admitted to the celestial mansions® ;
while the wicked shall be condemned to a punishment
which he frequently calls everlasting®. In another place,
however, he states his opinion upon this last point more
particularly, and represents that the wicked will be,
eventually, annihilated : ¢ Souls,” says he ¢ are not im-
“mortal . ........Ido not say that all souls will
“die. Those of the pious will remain [after death] in
‘“a certain better place, and those of the unholy and
“ wicked in a worse, all expecting the time of judg-.
“ ment. In this manner, thosé which are worthy to
¢ appear before God, never die; but the others are
“ tormented so long as God wills that they should exist
“and be tormented......Whatever does, or ever
“ will, exist in dependance, on the will of God, is of a.
¢ perishable nature, and can be annihilated so as to
“ exist no longer. God alone is self-existent, and by
¢ his own nature imperishable, and therefore he is God;
“but all other things are hegotten and corruptible. For
¢ which reason, souls both suffer punishment and dier.”
A V. It was about this period, that the ven-

A. D. 160, _ .
erable Polycarp closed an aged and pious
—170. jife, amidst the flock he had long cherished
in the great city of Smyrna. Exhausted nature was not
permitted to expire in quiet decay; the persecuting
heathens apprehended the retiring saint, and crowned
him with the honors of martyrdom. The Relation of
his Martyrdom, written", if genuine, (of which there is
B3, Soo Edit Para 1742 o Tipoh, Prm. yipr 57, 64, dee. "

P Dialog. cum Tryphone, p.p. 222,223. 4 Probably very soon
after the martyrdom it relates; which is placed by Pearson in A. p.
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some doubt) by his own church at Smyrna, asserts that
the martyrs hoped, by suffering the momentary torments
of their cruel death,  to escape that fire which is eter~
“nal and shall not .be extinguished".” And Polycarp
himself is represented, by these writers, as reminding
the Proconsul before whom he was arraigned and tried,
of “the fire of future judgment, and of that eternal
¢ punishment which is reserved for the ungodly”.”
This Relation, though apparently composed by plain,
unlettered men, and manifestly free from the corrup-’
tions of the Greek philosophy, affords a moderate spec-
imen of the hyperbolical genius of that age. When the
flame, say the writers, had arisen to a great. height
around Polycarp at the stake, it made a sort of arch,
leaving bim untouched in the midst§ while a rich
odour; as of frankincense, proceeded from his body, and
filled the air. The executioners, perceiving that they
tould not destroy him by burning, struck him through
with a dagger; upon which, there cime from him such
a quantity of blood as extinguished the flames! so that
‘it “raised an admiration in all the people to consider
“what a difference there was between the infidels and
“the elect'.” , B '
VI. Tatian thé Syrian, a convert from
A.D. 170, heathenism, and the scholar perhaps of
Justin Martyr, was 4 man of considerable
Greek reading, and the author of several works; of

147; by Usher and Le Clerc, in 169; and by Petit in. 176. Poly-
carp visited Rome while Anicetus was bishop there; to which office
the latter is commonly enpposed to have been chosen as late asa. p.
150. ~ r Relation of the Martyrdom of Polycarp, § 2, Wake's trans.
s Ditto. § 11. ¢ Ditto. § 15, 16.
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which only his Oration against the Gentiles is extant.
In this he represents that such souls as have not the
truth, or knowledge of God, die with the body, and
with it rise to judgment, at the ecnd of the world;
when they are to undergo * a death in immortality",” by
which he perhaps means annihilation. To the-sinful
demons he assigns the same final doom®. It is suffi-
ciently evident that Tatian was, at this time, like his
master, a follower of the Platonic philosophy ; .but to-
wards the end of his life, he ran into heresy, by pro-
hibiting marriage, wine, and divers sorts of mecat, and
by advocating certain Gnostic notions.

VIIL. In order to embrace évery thing that
relates to our subject, we must not overlook
a small fragment from an Ecclesiastical History by He-
gesippus, an author whose works are lost, but who is
suspected of having been a weak and credulous writer.
He relates that when some of our Saviour’s kindred:
were called before the emperor Domitian, and question-
ed on the nature of the kingdom they attributed to
Christ, they answered that it was merely celestial, and -
“ would take place “at the.consummation of the world,
“ when he should come_in his glory, judge the quick |
“and the dead, and reved every man accordmg to his
“works_." This is evidence of the opinion of Hegesip-
pus; but no historian would probably consider it as au-
thority for the sentiments of the persons hc mentions.

A. D. 173.

ﬂTauam As r. Contra Grme. Orat. § 6 and 13. inter Justini
Martyr. Opp.-Edit. Paris. 1742. Thie Oration is placed by Lardner
betweenA 165 and 172. . v Ditto. § 14. Susebii Hist. Eccl.

1‘7'3 iii. cap. 20. Lardner dates Hcgesippus's lllstory at the yeat
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The whole story, indeed, is now suspected as fabu-
lous. ' L
VIIL. The Epistle of the Churches of
A.D. 177,  Lyons and Vienna, generally supposed to
have been written by the celebrated Ire-
nzus, claims but a moment’s attention. It gives an af-
fecting, though perhaps exaggerated, account of the ter-
rible perscention and martyrdom- of the christians in
those two citics, during the reign of the philosophical
emperor, Marcus Aurclius. Of oune Byblias, who
_through weakness had at first recanted her profession,
it is said, “that in the midst of her torments she return-
““ed to herself, waking as it wera out of a deep slum-
“ber ; and calling to recollection the everlasting' pun-.
“ishment in hell, she, against all men’s expectations,
“reproved her tormentors*.”
: IX. The next, in order, is Athenagoras,
A.D. 178, an Athenian philosopher, and probably, for
to 1680.  a while, master of that distinguished chris-
, tian seminary, the Catechetical School at
Alexandria in Egypt. e addressed to the emperor
Marcus Aurelius and to his son Commodus, an JApolo-
gy for the cliristians ; and wrote a T'reatise on the Res-
urrection, to remove the objections of the heathens, and
‘to convince them, hy philosophical reasonings, of the
truth of that doctrine’. Though a learned and polite
writer, little notice was paid him or his works, by the
early fathers. :

. X Eusebii Iist. Eccl. Lib. v. cap. 1. Lardner assigns this Epistle
. to the year 177. v His Apology is placed by Lardner at A.p.'178.
His "T'reatise on the Resurrcction was probably written soon- after-
wards.
6
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He asserts it as a manifest fact, ¢ that the righteous
“are not properly rewarded, nor the evil punished in
“this life ;” and contends that there is no ground on
which we can vindicate the ways of providence and
maintain the justice of God, but by admitting a resur-
rection to a state of retribution. At the future judg-
ment, says he, ¢ rewards and punishments will be dis-
“tributed to all mankind, as they shall have conducted
“well or ill%;” but of the duration of suffering, he has
left us no intimation. e treats it as a conjecture not at
all unreasonable, that the brutes may be raised {rom the
dead, and afterwards remain in subjection to man". As
to the mode of governing the universe, he says that God
has distributed the angels into different ranks and or-
ders, and assigned to them the care of the elements,
the heavens and the earth. But the angel presiding
over matter, together with some others, swerving from
their allegiance, fell in love with women, and begat gi-
ants; and those rebellious spirits now wander up and
down the earth, opposing God, exciting lust, and uphold-
ing idolatry, that they may refresh themselves with ‘the
blood and steam of sacrifices®.

X. Of Theophilus, bishop of the church

A.D. 181. at Antlloch, we have only one work
remaining : a T'reatise in defénce of chris-

tianity, addressed to JAutolychus, a learned hea-
then. There are sufficient proofs that our author was a
tnan of at least a moderate degree of learning ; but like
his coterhporaries in general, he was unhappily an ad-

7z Athenagor.' De Resurrec. {a-mm particularly the latter part.
s Ditto. ncar the beginning. Athenagore Legat. passim.
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mirer of the Greek philosophy, and a believer in. the
vulgar superstitions of the heathens. His views of ‘fu-
ture punishment may be discovered from his exhorta-
tion to Autolychus : “ Do you-also studiously read the
“ prophetic scriptures, and you will have their safer
“ light to enable you to shun everlasting torments.”
Soon afterwards he says, of the unbelieving and abom-
‘Inable, * to them there will be wrath and indignation,
“tribulation and anguish ; and at length everlasting fire
“shall be their portion . " :
s p. 180, X1, We arrive at last to the writings of
— 190. that dlstmgmshed father, Ireneus. Born
and brought up in Asia Minor, he attended
in his youth, the discourses both of the venerable Poly-
carp, and of the weak, injudicious Papias; and perhaps
enjoyed some acquaintance with such as had personally
conversed with the apostles. At a later period, he
travelled into France, where his picty, his zeal and de-
votedness to the christian cause, together with his ac-
.quirements, rendered him conspicuous, and -at length
elevated him to the bishopric of the church at Lyons.
But notwithstanding his advantages, there are some
things in his principal remaining work, that Against Her-
estes 9, which show that he yielded to the whimsical
and credulous turn of the age, if; indeed, that were not
also his own character. Miracles, he says, even from
the raising of the dead, down to the casting out of de-

¢ Theophili Ad Autolychum, Lib. i. cap. 14. inter Justini Martyr.
Opp. Edit. Paris. 1742. “Lardner places this work at A. p. 181.

d This is a large, and in many respects a valuable work. Lard-
ner thinks it to have been published not long after a. p. 178; Tille
mont, near 190.
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mons, were, in his time, frequently performed by chris-
tians; so that it was “impossible to reckon up all the
« mighty works which the church performed, cvery day,
« for the benefit of the nations°.” With the Greek phi-
losophy he was not so thoroughly itnbued as Justin Mar-
tyr ; but like his master Papias, he was an assiduous
collector of apostolic traditions, and upon their authori-
ty advanced some very ridiculous notions : In the Mil-
lennium, says he, ¢ there shall grow vineyards, having
¢« each ten thousand vine-stocks ; each stock ten thous-
“ and branches ; each branch ten thousand twigs; cach
« twig ten thousand bunches ; each bunch ten ghousand
“grapes; and each grape when pressed, shall yicld
“twenty-five measures of winc. And when any of the
“ saints shall go to pluck a-bunch, another bunch will
« cry out, I am better, take me, and bless the Lord through
“me. In like manner, a grain of wheat sown, shall
¢« bear ten thousand stalks ; each stalk ten thousand

¢ grains; and each grain ten thousind pounds of the’

“finest flour,” &c.* Some of his allegorical inter-

pretations® of scripture, too, will almost vie in contempt-
ible absdrdity with those of Barnabas. We remark,
once for all, that the principal writers mentioned in this
chapter agreed in attributing to the scriptures a double
meaning,*a hidden and mysterious, as well as the obvi-
ous one. :
With regard to the future state, Irenzus supposes
that souls are, after death, reserved in some invisible

e Iren. Adv. Heres. le ii. ca 57 f Ditto. Lib. v. cap 32,
33, &c. s Ditto, Lnb iv cap. 2 and Lib. v. cap. 8.
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place, the Infernum of the heathens;, whither Christ
went and preached after his crucifixion, delivering from
sufferance those who there believed. At the end of
the world, which was then very near at hand, all were
to be raised, and brought to judgment, when the just
should be admitted to a thousand " years’ reign with
Christ upon earth, preparatory to endless bliss in heav-
en; but the unjust should be sent into snextinguishable
and efernal five". llere, he appears to think, they will
be annihilated : he contends that souls or spirits, like all
other created things, depend cutirely on the uphold-
ing providence of God for their continuance in being,
and that they can “ exist only so long as he wills. .. For,”
says he, “ the principle of existence is not inherent in
“-our own constitution, but given us by God. He who
« cherishes this gift, and is thankful to the Giver, shall
“ exist forever 3 but he who despises it, and is ungrate-
“ ful, deprives himself of the privilege of existing forev-
“er. 'Therefore, the Lord said, If ye have not been
“ faithful in a litile, who will give you that which is
“greater ? (Luke xvi. 11,) signifying that he who is
“ ungrateful to him for this temporal life, which is little,
“ cannot justly expect from him an existence which is
“ endless’.” _

1t is in Irenzus that we meet with the earliest attempt
at 4 formal summary of the faitli as held by the ortho-
dox churches in general ; and on this account his com-
pendium or creed is worthy of particular notice. In
opposition to all the peculiar tenets of the Gnostics, he

b Ditto. Lib. v. cap. 27, and passim. i Ditto Lib. ii. cap. 64.
6*
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brings forward the system of doctrine which, he says,
“the churches, though scattered into all parts of the
« world, had received from thc apostles and their dis-
“ciples, viz.: To believe in one God, the ommipo-
« tent Father, who. made heaven, and earth, and sea,
¢ and all things.in them ; in one Jesus Christ, the Son
« of God, incarnate for our salvation; and in the Holy
¢« Ghost, who hy the prophets declared the dispensa-
¢« gion and coming of Christy his hirth of a virgin, his
“ suffering, his resurrcction from the dead, his ascen-
“sion in his flesh into heaven, and his coming from hea-
“ven, in the glory of the Father to. gather together in
“one all things, and to raisc the flesh of all mavkind;
¢ that unto Jesus Clirist, our Lord, Saviour and King,
“according to the will of the invisible Father, every
“ knee shall bow, of things in heaven, on carth, and un-
“ der the earth, and. every tongue confess to him; and
“ that he shall pass a rightcous senten¢e upon all, and
“ send wicked spirits, and the angels who have trans-
“ gressed, together with ungodly men, into eternal fire,
“ but give life to the righteous who have kept his com-
“ mands and abided in his love, either from the begin-
¢ ning or after repentance, and confer on them immor-
“ tality and eternal gloryJ.”

XII. A great number of the early productions of the
orthodox, and all those of the heretics, arc lost, and
with them, probably, some information upon the subject

j Ditto. Lib. i. cap. 8. Any reader, acquainted with the notions at-
tributed to the Gnostics, will instantly perceive that alinost every ex-
pression in this Creed was framed for the purpose of opposing them ;
as, indecd, is intimated by the manner in which Irenmus introduces
the passage. .
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of our history. Thus far, however, we have carefully
presented, in his own words, the opinion of every wri-
ter whose works are extant ; and we have also produced
the views of the herctics upon this subject, from the
best authorities within our reach. To the reader be-
longs the privilege of such reflections as the whole case,
now pretty fully laid before him, may suggest. We
will, however, observe that of the orthodox writers,
nearly all allude to, or expressly assert, a future judg-
ment and a future state of punishment ¢ scven * call it
the everlasting, the efernal fire or torment ;3 but out of
thesc there are three who certainly did not think it end-
less, as two of them believed the damned would be an-
nihilated, and the other asserted their restoration to bliss.
What were the views of the remaining four, upon this
point, cannot be detcrmined 3 since the circumstance
just mentioned shows that their use of the word everlast-
ing; is no criterion.  "Uhe others whom we have passed
in revicw, are silent with regard to the duration of mis-
ery.

To these remarks we must add, that such of the Gnos-
tic sects as are thought to have lield the salvation of all
souls, still flourished ; but their history, like that of all
the lieretic ohristians, is obscure and uncertain.

Awong the orthodox, it is curious to mark the seem-
ing progress of scntiment concerning a future state
of punishment.. In their earliest writings, that of Clem-
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