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WHAT IS SALVATION?

The Scriptures distinctly declare that the Gospel is
God’s power unto salvation (Rom.1:16). This Gospel con-
sists of three facts: that Christ died for our sins, that He
was entombed, and that He has been raised the third day.
Those who accept this Gospel, and continue to stand in
it are being saved through it (1 Cor.15:1-11). But what is
salvation? What does it include? At least five basic ele-
ments, parts, or blessings make up or comprise God’s
wonderful salvation.

I. RIGHTEOUSNESS OR JUSTIFICATION

Man is irreverent and unrighteous. This subjects him
to the indignation and condemnation of God. Man needs
to be saved not only from the wrath of God, but from the
irreverence and unrighteousness which call it forth. God’s
first provision for this need is justification. Three outstand-
ing passages of Scripture dealing with this part of salvation
are as follows: “To him who is not working, yet is believ-
ing on Him Who is justifying the irreverent, his faith is
accounted into righteousness” (Rom.4:5).

“Being justified gratuitously by His grace, through the
deliverance which is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:24). “Being
now justified in His blood, we shall be saved from indig-
nation, through Him” (Rom.5:9).

If the subject of justification is to be clearly understood
and enjoyed, three areas of truth relating to it must be care-
fully distinguished. (1). A righteousness of God accounted
to those who believe the gospel (Rom.3:21-4:25). (2). Be-
coming righteous in the present life, in thought, in word,
and in deed (Rom.6:1-23). (3). Being constituted or made
righteous through the obedience of Jesus Christ (Rom.
5:18,19).



II. CONCILIATION AND RECONCILIATION

This part of salvation deals with man’s enmity toward
God, and his estrangement from God.

“For if, being enemies, we were conciliated to God
through the death of His Son, much rather, being concili-
ated, we shall be saved in His life. Yet not only so, but we
are glorying also in God, through our Lord, Jesus Christ,
through Whom we now obtained the conciliation” (Rom.
5:10,11; ¢f 2 Cor.5:12-21).

“And you, being once estranged and enemies in com-
prehension, in wicked acts, yet now He reconciles in His
body of flesh, through His death, to present you holy and
flawless and unimpeachable in His sight” (Col.1:21,22).

Justification is glorious, but justification plus recon-
ciliation is more glorious. A judge may acquit the one on
trial, but this does not mean that the justified is received
into his friendship and fellowship. Enmity and estrange-
ment may still exist between them. In saving man, God
does not stop with justifying him. He also reconciles man
to Himself and thereby removes all alienation and enmity
and brings man into intimate friendship and fellowship
with Himself. The peace which results in reconciliation is
based on the righteousness which justification provides.

III. SANCTIFICATION OR HOLINESS OF LIFE

Those to whom God accounts His righteousness and
reconciles to Himself are set free from the Mastery or
Lordship of Sin, and are enslaved to God and to Right-
eousness. How this is accomplished is explained in that
ever fresh and invigorating revelation contained in Romans
Chapter Six. Here it is made clear that righteousness of
life requires more than “faith without works.” Righteous-
ness of life calls for union with Christ Jesus in His death,
entombment, and resurrection. In short it requires new-
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ness of life, with works, or “obedience into righteousness”
(Rom.6:1-23). Union with Christ in His death sets free
from Sin. Union with Christ in His resurrection causes
one to share in the newness of His resurrection life and
enslaves to God and to righteousness.

“Are you not aware that to whom you are presenting
yourselves as slaves for obedience, his slaves you are, whom
you are obeying, whether of Sin into death, or of obedi-
ence into righteousness? . . . Now, being freed from Sin,
you are enslaved to Righteousness. .. For even as you
presented your members as slaves to Uncleanness and to
Lawlessness for lawlessness, thus now present your mem-
bers as slaves to Righteousness into holiness [or sanctifi-
cation]” (Rom.6:16-20).

IV. IMMORTALITY — VICTORY OVER DEATH

The teaching of the Scriptures concerning immortal-
ity is specific and clear. In the original Scriptures the
word for immortality, athanasia, is used only three times.
In 1 Timothy 6:13-16 Christ Jesus is said to be “King of
kings and Lord of lords, Who alone has immortality.” The
other two occurrences of immortality are in 1 Corinthians
15:51-55 which reads: “Lo! a secret to you I am telling! We
all, indeed, shall not be put to repose, yet we all shall be
changed, in an instant, in the twinkle of an eye, at the last
trump. For He will be trumpeting, and the dead will be
roused incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal put
on immortality. Now, whenever this corruptible should be
putting on incorruption and this mortal should be putting
on immortality, then shall come to pass the word which is
written, Swallowed up was Death by Victory. Where, O
Death, is your victory? Where, O Death, is your sting?”

Immortality is the fulness of the resurrection life of
Christ Jesus. It is life above and beyond the reach of death,
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all death. Man is not inherently immortal. The Hebrew
and Greek words for soul, nephesh and psuché, are used
altogether 859 times in the Scriptures. The soul is never
said to be immortal, but it is often said to die. Immor-
tality is a most important part of God’s salvation which
comes to mankind through the sacrificial and saving work
of Jesus Christ.

Some idea of what this part of salvation means is indi-
cated in 1 Corinthians 15:42-44 where the present mor-
tal body is contrasted with the body we shall have when
we have been made immortal.

Present Future
Body of corruption Body of incorruption
Body of dishonor Body of glory
Body of infirmity Body of power
Body soulish Body spiritual
soma suchikon soma pneumatikon

V. GLORIFICATION

Those whom God saves are to be fully conformed to the
risen, glorified Son of God. Notice how this is set forth
in the following passage. “Who are called . . . to be con-
formed to the image of His Son, for Him to be First-born
among many brethren. Now whom He designates before-
hand, these He calls also, and whom He calls, these He
justifies also; now whom He justifies, these He glorifies
also” (See Rom.8:28-30).

Think of the grace, the love, the humility of our Sav-
iour in fully conforming us to Himself that He should be
the Firstborn among many brethren, not “over” or “above”
but among many brethren.

The fact that those whom God saves are to be glorified
to this extent is brought out in numerous places and dif-
ferent ways in the Scriptures. For example, in Colossians
2:9 we are told: “In Christ the entire fulness of the Deity










