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INTRODUCTION

Thesebrief meditations arepublished as an expression ofpersonal

faith. They have come out of close, daily attention to the Word of

God through many years. Progressively, during this time, the

Scriptures have come to be cherished and esteemed beyond any

other writings, and there has developed a growing conviction

that they are truly the word and declarations of God Himself.

Their inerrant accuracy and truth, as they were originally given

through human agents, has become increasingly apparent, so that

they have come to be placed on a pinnacle of perfection, superior

to any other literature in the possession of mankind. Recognizing

that God spoke in Hebrew, Chaldee and Greek through His

human mouthpieces, has led me to search in the original texts, to

the extent that we have them, and to the use of translations that

reflect these original tongues as nearly as possible. The revered

and esteemed Authorised Version has always had a place in my

studies, but is not adequate for a close study of particular words

in the original. Therefore I have turned to other versions in my

reading. Chief among these is the Concordant Version of the

Sacred Scriptures, of which the New Testament (Greek) has been

published in full, and parts of the Hebrew Scriptures—Genesis,

Isaiah and Daniel. I have used this Version because of its con

sistent rendering of the original, in which, as far as idiom allows,

one English word is used as the equivalent of a word in the

original, thus recognizing that the scrolls of the Scriptures had

One divine Author. This is but a brief expression of the method

of translation used by the Concordant Version, but is among the

chief reasons for my using it for more than thirty years. It is based

on the work of Wigram and his Concordances of the Scriptures,

which books have been among the most valuable aids that I have

in study. These meditations are therefore issued to express a

personal faith and in the hope that they might comfort and cheer

and even perhaps teach some aspect of truth overlooked.



THE WORD OF GOD

The word of God should be our ardent desire each day.

We should long for it with the yearning of a lover. As urgent and

regular should be the hunger of our spirits for the declarations of

God as is our body for food and drink. The thoughts of God are

the essential food of our spirits, and not a day shouldpasswithout

imbibing from this living fount. Our thirst should increase as the

days go by. Never shall webe replete. In thefuture, in our bodies of

glory, when we shall constantly be filled with God's spirit, Hisword

will be our constant delight. Then we shall think and speak the

word of God, for we shall have spiritual bodies, vibrating with

the energy of God. When we speak, we shall speak as sons of

God, and utter only the declarations given to us by God. Thus

we shall make Him known among those who tabernacle in the

heavens. Now, our spirits may be eager, but we are hampered by

a mortal body and surrounded by contrary forces in the world,

and opposed by the Adversary and the spirits at his command, so

that we need to turn to the word constantly for strength, guidance

and consolation. The word of God is far, far greater than any

man's capacity to master it. Each declaration contains an

unfathomable well of truth, for each word is out of God and

refined by the contexts in which He uses them. Each word, each

phrase and declaration, blended together with faith, has in it the

power to transform a timid saint into a bold and victorious

soldier of the Lord. His word is spirit. If we love truth, we love

His word, for His word is truth. It should be with us daily, and

we should read and meditate therein all the days of our life, that

we may learn to fear Him. May we be among those who tremble

at His word!



PRAYER

Prayer is the very foundation of our life, the articulation and

marrow of the frame of existence. Without it man is dead, while

living. Prayer is the wish for betterment, the desire for good. It is

the stretching out of the spirit towards that which is desirable and

reckoned to be for our welfare. If prayer is absent from our lives,

bitterness develops. If the heart is not ceaselessly looking and

longing for good, it gets absorbed with the vanity of life and is

dissatisfied. Prayer is the groping of the spirit towards God the

Giver.

Never in this life do we reach a consummation; always ahead

of us is some development from what we have or are. A hallowed

discontent should always be with us. Never should we rest in

what we are as to service or knowledge or spiritual attainment,

but be seeking through prayer tomoveon to better things. Inevery

phase of our lives some better lies ahead. Prayer is seeking the

possibilities and stretching out towards them. It is the craving of

the spirit for improvement. This does not exclude physical or

material good, though the importance of these should not be

overstressed.

Having expressed our wishes once, twice, and possibly, at most,

three times, we should be silent on the subject and leave the

response to our Father, just as Paul did over his splinter in the

flesh. We shall not find our Father God treat us as He did

Jeremiah, who cried, "Moreover in case I am crying out and

imploring, He obstructs my prayer" (Lam. 3:8), and again he

laments, "Thou dost overshadow Thyself with a cloud to keep

prayer from passing to Thee". (Lam. 3:44). For us the throne of

grace is always available. Are we not, in fact, in spirit, seated

before it in the very presence of God?

Unintermittent prayer should be the habit of each of us,

mingled with thanksgiving. It may be a cry or a groan. Always we

are in need, especially for the spiritual. For wisdom, under

standing, knowledge, and the virtues and graces of the spirit, our

hearts should always plead. Pray without ceasing!



LET NOTHING BE WORRYING

YOU

Anxiety in the heart of man prostrates him, sapping his

resolve, laying siege to his faith, and turning his heart's eyes

inward and away from God and His word. It is the consequence

of failing to take account of every feature of a circumstance or

experience. We look at a part only of what is occurring and are

anxious. If we saw the whole, we could not worry!

The sons of Israel, when they came up to the Red Sea from

Egypt, were worried. And well they might if we consider only

their superficial circumstances. Before them lay the wide expanse

of the sea, deep and forbidding, and they were without transport.

Behind them lay the menacing army of Pharaoh, and they had no

army or weapons.

These were the most obvious details of their plight. But they

forgot the invisible forces working for them. They forgot that

God was for them. But Moses, their leader, gave them the words

that banished worry, "Stand still, and see the salvation of the

Lord!" Had they heeded their own anxiety, they might have

decided to work or flee or even submit to the Egyptians. But all

they needed to do was to stop from their own efforts, and watch

the Lord working on their behalf. He would save them! And so

it is with us; when our affairs are black, and the future is for

bidding, then let us do nothing but look to the Lord. He will help

and save!

Jonah, in the belly of the great fish, was in as desperate a

situation as it is possible for a human to find himself. Imprisoned

within a monster of the deep sea! Superficially a hopeless situa

tion! Had he worried, he would have perished. But no, he

exulted in the Lord and cried to his God, exclaiming, "Salvation

is of the Lord!" His prayer is one of the great examples of faith,

in extreme adversity, that we have in the Scriptures.

These accounts are given for our learning and benefit. We

should look the cause of anxiety squarely in the face, assessing its



features. Distressing they are, and possibly painful. There may

even be in them the ingredients of disaster. But having taken

account of the character of the experience, turn the eyes upward

to the Lord. He can quiet the storm, and will do so at the proper

moment. He may appear to be drowsing as He was in the boat on

the lake. But not now, for He is always living, available to help

and save. O, we of little faith!



JESUS WEEPS

What sympathy, what love and suffering is revealed in these two

words! The record could not have been more brief and simple.

Jesus weeps! The Son of God, Who had but to speak and the

spirit of Lazarus would have returned—He it was Who wept. A

short while before, He had appeared to be unmoved by the plight

of His friends, for He had not responded with His usual speed to

their urgent call for help. For the sisters had sent to acquaint Him

of Lazarus' sickness, but He had not gone to them, but had

waited until His friend had died. He knew that his death must

occur in order that He might be revealed as the Resurrection and

the Life and that the power of God might be demonstrated.

He had not wept when Martha had met Him or when Mary

had fallen at His feet with the words of love and faith, "Lord, if

Thou wert here my brother would not have died." But later,

seeing her lament at the tomb, and the sorrow of those with her,

He was deeply disturbed and could not repress His strong

emotions, and His eyes overflowed in tears.

He knew He was about to rouse Lazarus. The outcome of this

family tragedy was sure and known to Him. He did not weep

because Lazarus was dead. Only because of the grief and sorrow

of those around Him did He shed tears. In it He was feeling and

sharing in their infirmities and so fulfilling the scripture which

foretold that our infirmities He would get and our diseases bear.

The pain and anguish of those with Him entered deep into His

heart and soul, moving Him as it moved them, and leading Him

to express His emotions as they were expressing theirs. He

restrained Himself no longer, and His feelings came to the

surface and He wept.

Thus He bore in His life the sorrows and sufferings ofhumanity.

This was true sympathy. Thus He sympathises now with us who

suffer and are afflicted. Though high above, in the sanctuary of

heaven, His heart is moved by the plight of His beloved on earth.

Because of this we may be coming with boldness to the throne of



grace, where we may be obtaining mercy and finding grace for

opportune help. He is able to save to the uttermost those coming

to God through Him; and the uttermost includes all the minutia

of life, the insignificant details that often affect our souls so

deeply, as well as the major afflictions that come to all of us some

time during our lives.

Jesus weeps! Deep the emotions this reveals,

Baring His soul and what He feels,

Sharing the sorrow of those who mourn,

Tears o'erflowing from heart deep torn.
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MARY AND MARTHA

What a delightful cameo of truth is given us in the record

regarding Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus! Each of

these two women represents character types familiar to all of us.

Regrettably there are many more Marthas than Marys, though

both fill their place in the world.

Martha was a busy, bustling, domestic woman, whose home

and hospitality were her pride. On one of the days of her life she

was entertaining the Lord in her home, providing Him with a

meal. He was not alone, and the company may have been large

for her home. Martha busied herself in her preparations for the

meal, hurrying around the house in her anxiety to do justice to

her honoured Guest.

Meanwhile, as she was occupied so industriously in her duties,

her sister Mary was inactive, seated at the feet of the Lord,

merely listening to His discourse. Now Martha, flustered and

agitated by the many calls on her attention, became the more

distracted at seeing Mary doing nothing to help her. So distraught

was she that she asked the Lord to speak to her sister that she

may be aiding her. She even appeared to be chiding the Lord

when she said, "Lord, art Thou not caring that my sister left me

to serve alone?" But the Lord saw into the hearts of the sisters

and gently reproved Martha. "Martha, Martha," He said, "You

are worrying and in a tumult about many things. Yet of few is

there need or of one."

Martha had not learned to discriminate between the things

that mattered and those of which there was no need or less need.

The meal had some importance, but compared with the oppor

tunity of hearing the living words of the Lord it became an

unnecessary intrusion. Mary had chosen the good part, and the

Lord saw that it was not wrested from her. She filled an unob

trusive, quiet role that received less acclaim from men, in fact,

might even be condemned by most. But she valued the Lord's
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words more highly than food, and this was the spirit that the

Lord was commending.

Martha was a busy, active person, much more readily under

stood by her associates. She showed her character again later

when her brother Lazarus had died. When she heard that the

Lord was on His way to her home, she immediately went out to

meet Him. She left Mary alone in the house. Mary awaited the

Lord's call. Immediately she learned that the Lord had summoned

her she was roused swiftly and came to Him. Again she waited

on His word. She knew that to obey is better than sacrifice. The

word of the Lord was to her more precious than all her efforts

and work.

There are lessons to be learned from both sisters, but our

highest endeavour should be to imitate Mary, and be seated at

the feet of the Lord listening and obeying His word. There is a

promise attached to this endeavour, which is as true to-day as

when it was first uttered to Martha—this good part shall not be

wrested from us.
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MAKE KNOWN TO METHY

WAY, THAT I MAY KNOW

THEE (Ex. 33:13)

The way of the Lord for each of us is no strange or unusual

path. It is the way on which we find ourselves at any given

moment. Very seldom are any of us called upon to desert the

circumstances in which we find ourselves. To some, indeed, the

way does appear to lead to fresh fields and new associations, but

the guiding features are then clear. We are not called upon to

make any great decisions independent of that which surrounds

us. The ingredients of our purposing are at hand, though we may

not consciously take account of them. The events and circum

stances of life are God's way. These we blend with His word, and

faith, to form a will that is acceptable to Him.

Every occurrence of life is a step along the road to glory. It is

also an advance towards a knowledge of God. As we see His

hand in our lives, so we grow in a knowledge of Him. He is

known through His works, through His creation around us, and

especially through His word. Through this He makes known His

will and His ways. Our knowledge of Him increases to the

extent that we understand His word.

No greater ambition can stir the heart of man than that

expressed by Paul, "To know Him and the power of His resur

rection and the fellowship of His sufferings". This knowledge

comes through an opening of our minds to understand what is

written in theWord, and an exercising ofourminds in the discipline

that we meet in life's experiences. A prayer for every day is,

"Grant us, O Lord, a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the

realization of Thee!"
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FOR WHO DESPISES THE DAY

OF SMALL THINGS
(Zee. 4:10)

Great events grow out of small incidents. The beginnings of the

mighty oak are in a seed no larger than the top of a finger. What

a trivial occurrence in itself, apart from God's command, was

man's first offence. Adam and Eve merely took and ate some

fruit. Fruit is normally an excellent food and the eating of it to be

encouraged in normal circumstances. Yet what woe has multi

plied to the human race from so simple an act. The eating of

fruit has brought a trail of disaster and misery of such magnitude

that our hearts can contain but a minute portion of it. In total

it is a staggering mountain of misery. The smallest part of

creation is the atom, although we are now told that it is divisible

into even smaller components. These are the building bricks of

creation. But what tremendous power is locked up in these minis-

cule particles of matter! The release of the energy in these minute

segments of creation is enough to blast a city to destruction.

Just as the power of God is inherent in every particle of matter,

so too is it contained in the minutae of life. Nothing is unim

portant or irrelevant. God works through the simple, common

events, as much as He does through the momentous happenings.

We can all think of great occasions which altered the course of

our lives. These all were the outworking of trivial circumstances

or actions. We should never despise small happenings, for our

lives are made up of them, and through them God is leading us.

His discipline and training is effected through the ordinary

affairs of our experience. Each one of our circumstances leaves

some permanent mark on our spirits which will never be erased.
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WHOM THE LORD LOVES

HE DISCIPLINES
(Heb. 12:6)

It is a necessary exercise for each of us to ponder our experiences

in life, examining them to find if possible their reason and

spiritual benefits. For in these events of life is the training and

discipline of our loving Father. We can reap now the benefit of

them if we are exercised by them. Should we pass them over as

trivialities, or ignore them, or even blame ourselves for them,

not seeing the hand of God in them, this would lead to a present

loss, for we would fail to see value in them.

Every happening in life is a step along the path leading to

glory. Some incidents seem less important than others. Who is to

say, however, how vital to the pattern of life any particular

occurrence is? Benjamin Franklin said or wrote that, "For want

of a nail a shoe was lost, for want of a shoe a horse was lost, for

want of a horse a rider was lost". The train of events from one

insignificant incident may change the pattern of our lives. So no

happening is trivial or to be scorned. Our failures, and the vanity

and apparent lack of achievement in our lives, might lead us to be

depressed if viewed apart from God's purpose, but looked upon

as discipline of the Lord, they are full of lessons, admonitions,

corrections, and are all steps leading forward to glory.

After we are gathered by the Lord in the air to meet Him, we

shall no doubt consider the way our Father has led us, and this

will lead to praise and worship and thanks for all He has done

for us and in us and through us during our life in the flesh on

earth. This pilgrimage is an essential prelude to the glory.
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YOUR BODY IS A TEMPLE

OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

IT is a sobering and solemn fact that each of God's chosen ones

is a temple of the holy spirit. Within each He has placed a portion

of His spirit and it remains with us until death may lay us to rest

or until we are transferred to our allotment in the heavens. Then

His spirit will fill every fibre of our being, empowering us to

please Him always, and equipping us to fill our place as partners

and members of the body of Christ.

God is spirit, therefore every saint should have some knowledge

as to what spirit is and how it functions. We each have a part of

the spirit of God. He dwells in the fullness of His glory in His

special sanctuary in the true tabernacle in the heights of heaven.

Although this may be millions oflight years distant in space above

us, yet He has not left us alone. God's spirit, as well as Christ's

spirit, is always with us. Because of this precious and priceless

possession we cry to Him as sons. Through it His word is

illuminated in our hearts, giving us understanding, and a realiza

tion of Him.

The presence of the spirit of God within us is the secret of a

truly successful life. Not as the world may count success. For the

slave of God is likely to meet some of the same experiences that

were Paul's, perhaps the most successful of all God's slaves—

afflictions, necessities, distresses, toil and much else (2 Cor. 6).

Though for most ofus the extremity of suffering for the Lord may

not be our lot, nevertheless all of us suffer affliction if in no worse

a form than loneliness. But we are never completely alone for

always God is with us, and through His spirit we are able to

believe and obey, to serve and worship, to praise and pray,

though living in an alien system.
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IN ONE SPIRIT WE ARE ALL

BAPTIZED INTO ONE BODY
(1 Cor. 12:13)

The most important event that occurs at the moment of our

call by God is His giving to us a portion of His holy spirit.

Every son whom He chooses receives, at the time of his call, a

part of God's spirit, which makes its home in him until death or

until our assembly above, when it will fill every fibre of our being.

Our spirits are immersed in His spirit when He calls us.

This is the baptism of spirit which every believer experiences

immediately he believes. It is the seal of our salvation, securing

us against all who might oppose. God's spirit cannot leave us.

We may grieve it and ignore it and be ignorant of its presence, as

were the disciples in Ephesus who had not heard of holy spirit.

Ignorance of any truth deprives us of the joy of its benefits.

The holy spirit within us is the source of all our spiritual power.

Without it we are as the world. It does not give us to-day the

ability to heal diseases or talk in different languages or cast out

demons, for these gifts ceased with the coming of maturity. But

it empowers us to know the will of God through His word, and

to walk in a way pleasing to Him. It turns our hearts to Him in

prayer and supplication.

God's spirit is the greatest gift now given to those whom He

loves and chooses. Our spirits have been immersed in His spirit,

creating an indissoluble unity which no one can sever. No other

baptism is needed to-day. That in water is a picture of the living,

cleansing reality, which is the one baptism that remains today.
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GOD, THE REWARDER OF

THOSE WHO DILIGENTLY

SEEK HIM (Heb. 11:6)

What more rewarding exercise can there be for our minds and

spirits than that of searching for God? And where then shall we

seek Him? Firstly, in His word, for there He is revealed in a way

impossible in any other of His works. His word is spirit, coming

direct from Him, and is His very essence. It partakes of the

purity and holiness that is His. Daily we should be seeking Him

in His word, and we shall be rewarded, for His word is true, and

He has promised.

But we can spend but a fraction of each day contemplating

His words. What of the rest of our time, when the responsibilities

of life absorb our attention? Can we find God in the circum

stances of our daily round? We can, for He is in all (Eph. 4:6).

Everything in some way displays some facet of His marvellous

being. Not only our circumstances but all around us speaks to

the searching heart of God.

What beauty there is in a flower! What majesty in a tree! What

wonders the heavens portray! Everything speaks with united

voice of the marvels of the God, Whom we can address as "Abba,

Father". Every atom holds a story of His power, as does also

every minute event in the life of an individual, a family or a

nation. This is marvellous, and opens up vast avenues of search

ing. And the search is open to all. The only qualifications are

faith and devoutness. We do not need to be Doctors of Divinity

or Masters of any of the arts or sciences; we must, however,

believe His word and fear His name. He is Marvellous, and all He

does partakes of this character. In all there are depths of truth

inexhaustible.
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ABBA FATHER

This gracious word, "Abba", occurs but three times in the

Greek Scriptures, and not at all in the Hebrew, though it is a

word derived from the latter. It is an extension of the Hebrew

Ab, (Father) and is a young child's way of addressing his beloved

father. It is one of the simplest words to utter,- simply an expira

tion of breath, cut short by a closing of the lips. God, our Father,

has made the utterance of His name relationship to us so simple

that all can say it, the youngest child and the most ignorant adult.

But the Hebrew child extends ab into abba, making it into an

equivalent of "Dadda" or "Daddy". Because we are sons, our

spirits cry to our Father in times of stress, "Abba". Thus the

Lord in the extremity of His sufferings, before the cross, when it

loomed before Him terrifying and awful, and the cup seemed

more than He could take, cried to His God, ",Abba, Father, all

is possible to Thee. Have this cup carried aside from Me. But not

what I will, but Thou." Then it was that in His darkest hour He

was nearest to His Father and in greatest need of His love and

presence. Then He cried as a beloved Son to a dearly loved

Father, "Abba". It is the same spirit in us that cries in times of

stress, "Abba, Father, Help". He will never fail to answer.

Always He will hear and strengthen us. His grace is sufficient for

every need, and His love makes staunch the most timid heart.

"Abba, Father", our heart cries out,

No room for terror or nervous doubt;

In time of trouble He will hear,

Always, ever He is near.
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MULTIPLICATION OF

LAWLESSNESS

Reading the newspapers, one cannot but be impressed with the

fulfilment of these words used by the Lord. (Matt. 24:12). No

longer is lawlessness a thing that lurks in dark places. No longer

is it a secret, hidden thing. It flaunts its perversity in all the media

of public communication. It is splashed in bold headlines and

pictured on the television screens and recorded on the radio. The

cinema and theatre are swiftly becoming more and more decadent

and lawless. Matters that would not be mentioned a few years

ago are now openly discussed for all to hear and read. Even our

lawmakers legalise lawlessness! To what a pass has the world

come! This eon has always been a wicked one, even from the

days of Noah. But possibly never in the history of humanity have

lawlessness and evil been so openly accepted by mankind. There

is restraint, for so long as the spirit of God is present in the

persons of His saints, so long will there be a measure of control.

But when we are taken, the flood of lawlessness will overwhelm

the earth, leading quickly to the unveiling of the lawless one

himself, who will be worshipped and revered as a god. (2 Thess.

2). We are seeing signs of the approach of these days. Thanks be

to God that before the day ofthe Lord comes we shall be snatched

out of the danger, and assembled to meet the Lord in the air. It

seems an inevitable accompaniment of the multiplication of

lawlessness that the love of the saints should be cooling. Hearts

are made insensitive by the mounting wave of evil almost

engulfing us. May the Lord preserve us!

20



MEN AND THE MOON

What shall we, as believers in God and His word, think about

the invasion of the heavens that is now taking place? Is it an

intrusion into a sphere which should be admired from a distance,

or is it a lawful exploration of the works of God ? Shall we brand

those who venture into space intruders, or acclaim them for their

curiosity about creation? The skill and mechanical genius

displayed by those who plan and man the complicated machines

is evident. The deluge of publicity leaves us in no doubt as to this.

The scientists are performing engineering marvels, but what real

value is there in it all, and is it lawful?

The most obvious fact in seeking to answer these questions is

that man is not made, or adapted, for the realms into which he is

trespassing. He needs to provide himself with an artificial

environment, and use vast and terrifying amounts of manu

factured energy to get him out of the earth's influence. For man

is undoubtedly an earthling, fitted for the soil from which he was

first taken, and he needs the air that only the atmosphere of the

earth can provide. His existence depends on the food produced

by the soil and the gases firmly anchored to the earth's surface.

Man's genius is moving him in a direction directly contrary to

the fundamental laws of his being. God has given him the earth

to use and explore. In it, were his heart right, he would find

evidence of the marvels of Him Who made it. On the other hand

God has reserved the heavens for Himself, and for the sons of

humanity chosen and later adapted for a place there. Man has

been granted the mastery ofthe earth and its creatures, but not the

regions above it. He deserts his proper sovereignty in venturing

into space. Messengers, who did just this in the past, are even

now kept imprisoned for the judgment day when their lawless

acts will get their deserts. So, too, will men, who forsake their

God-given sovereignty and intrude into the heavens, be judged

in that future day. They succeed in getting to the moon, and may

even ascend higher to other planets, but in no way will they be
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benefited. Rather will it cause them to move further from God,

and become more securely entrapped in Satan's schemes for

them. It is one more step towards the nations'complete enslave

ment to the Adversary of God, which will be the fate of the

nations in the final years of this eon.

The space programme is the most spectacular exhibition of

Man's pride, and defiance of God and the natural laws of his

being. In it he repudiates God and faith. He knows that the moon

is a desolate waste, but is not deterred by this knowledge. Faith

would indicate that it is a symbol of the destructive forces

opposed to God. It is a stark example of the Adversary's work of

disruption and desolation. It is a place of death, not life. It is

more likely, if it is indwelt, to be the home of the enemies of God,

than of any who are subject to Him. The moon deceives man by

its loveliness in the night sky, its white disc illuminating the

darkness. But it should be admired as a work of God and not

worshipped. And is it not worship that leads man to devote

energy, intelligence, wealth and life to the purpose of stepping on

its surface? Man has been seduced by the moon. He has been

crazed by contemplation of its beauties. One of Britain's leading

newspapers, in its review of the year 1968, summed it up in the

words, "This Lunatic Year". The Greeks called epileptics "those

being moonized", as they linked the affliction with the moon's

influence. Our word "lunatic" stems from the Latin luna, moon.

Even the intelligent of this world criticize their fellow men for

their madness in spending billions to get to a wilderness.

Let us not be deluded by the vast deluge of publicity into think

ing that there is good in man's landing on the moon. It is doubt

less one of the many events that must be, and it must have some

place in the eonian purpose of God. Humanity must display the

lengths to which pride and enmity to God will take them. The

final days of this eon are approaching. The true God, and faith in

His Word, are almost being driven out of the earth. But we must

not be cast down. For when the night is darkest, the dawn is

nearest. Our deliverance is near. We may lift our eyes to heaven

and cry, as did the apostle John, "Come, Lord Jesus".
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CHRIST LIVES!

He lives! He lives! The cross is bare, the tomb is empty. Long

since has the earth assimilated His outpoured blood. He was

roused. The imprisoning stone before the tomb's entrance was

rolled away and He walked out into the garden, alive from the

dead. Death and the Adversary were vanquished.

But He did not stay upon the earth, for He ascended, passing

through the heavens, to the highest heights, to take His place at

the right of the Most High God among the celestials. Glorious

and powerful is He. No longer the humiliated, forsaken Man of

pains. He was wounded and crushed. He was placed as a flockling

for slaughter. Now however He is on high, exalted and mighty

and honoured.

Safe are we in the storms of life only as we have our hearts

eyes inclined towards the Lord in glory. Transfer them to the

billows of adverse circumstance and we shall sink and struggle

in their turbulences. Remember Peter. We should not, for

strength in the present conflict, look backwards in the past to

our Lord in His humiliation. There are indeed valuable lessons

to be learned from His life in the flesh, but now we should know

Him so no longer. If we ponder upon those days we need always

to lead our thoughts onwards to the present, for now He is above,

never again to be humiliated and forsaken and given up to death.

The tomb is deserted for ever.

Our hearts eyes should pierce the obscuring clouds and see

beyond them, for up there is all our expectation and treasure; if

we truly believe this, our heart will be there, and not disposed to

the terrestrial. On earth there is much that distracts and diverts

our gaze. Inevitable it is for most of us, as the daily routine

occupies our attention. But let it not absorb us completely. Even

our sins and infirmities, our faltering faith, and the trials and

sufferings that are allotted to each of us in measure—none of

these should engross us to the exclusion of what we have in

Christ. They are indeed all part of the pathway to glory, and our
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discipline for sonship, the schooling needed for our regal voca

tion above. On earth we are pilgrims, expatriates and aliens. We

are in truth nationals of another country. Our realm and city are

in the highest heights of the heavens. Citizens are we of the

celestial Jerusalem, capital and metropolis of the celestial

kingdom of the Son of God's love. Already the Christ is there.

The day, the hour, and the moment is approaching when He will

descend, passing downward once again, through the heavens,

till He comes to the air that girdles the earth. Then He will call

and summon His beloved saints to meet Him. He will sound the

trumpet and we will be changed, together with those who have

fallen asleep. In clouds we will rise upwards with the speed of

thought, to assemble around our Lord in the trysting place in

the air. And thus we shall always be together with the Lord!

Come Lord Jesus, for naught have we upon this earth that

would hold us here!
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THE ANCHOR OF THE SOUL

(Heb. 6:19)

Our souls are beset and battered by the storms of life. Not one

passes through an untroubled sea; the billows of our circum

stances assail each in varying degrees of intensity. At times it is

calm, and a zephyr breeze scarcely troubles the surface of our

lives, and we enjoy the mercy of God with thankful hearts. Such

times call for as much awareness and vigilance as in the heart of

a storm, for heavier weather may be near, and we need to be

prepared by prayer and thanksgiving for the rougher waters. It is

when we sail through troubled waters, that we look to the refuge

of a secure harbour and need the stability provided by an anchor.

Then it is that we need the anchor of the soul, which is the

expectation that lies ahead of us. The certainty of the salvation

that is reserved for us in the heavens is the greatest source of

consolation and strength in trial. Our future contains the answer

to all our problems and will give the reason for every pain and

trouble that disturbs our passage now. Without our expectation

afflictions would overwhelm us. If in this life only, wrote Paul, we

had an expectation in Christ more forlorn would we be than all

men. But in the heavens is our haven to which we are travelling.

There are our riches and all that we hold dear. Our Lord is there

and He is coming to call us to meet Him in the air. Then we

shall always be together with the Lord. Such thoughts are the

anchor which we need in every circumstance that may come our

way. We can only weather the storms if our affections are set on

things above, for perilous waters must be met by each of us on the

way to the haven of glory.
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SHALL WE KNOW ONE

ANOTHER IN HEAVEN?

This is a question that comes up in the minds of many of God's

beloved saints and perhaps remains unanswered with any

certainty for many. It is surely a permissible inquiry into our

future, though asking it might reveal our immaturity and the

loose grasp we have of the glory that lies ahead. But let us apply

ourselves to seeking an answer.

We will start with a consideration of the only One Who has

been made alive and Who has a spiritual body such as we shall

have in resurrection. Our Lord is at present in the highest region

of the heavens and is the possessor of such superabundant glory

that we could not, in our present bodies endure His physical

presence. We could not look upon His glory and live. Paul saw

something of it on the Damascus road and had his eyes seared

and was blinded by the brilliance of the spectacle. Before the

Lord ascended however, and passed through the heavens He spent

forty days upon the earth. During these days He was the same

Lord Who appeared to Paul. Before that Thomas had been

urged to handle His body. It was the same body that went up in

clouds in the sight of the apostles. Mary, lamenting that her

Lord had been taken away, was the first to see Him in resurrec

tion, but she did not recognize Him. She thought He was the

gardener until He uttered her name. Then she saw and recognized

Him, greeting Him, "Rabboni!" Later the Lord appeared to the

disciples gathered fearfully behind locked doors, but they knew

it was the Lord and He showed them His hands and His side.

The two on the road to Emmaus did not recognize Him talking

to them as they walked together. Not until He broke the bread

and gave thanks did they know it was the Lord. The lesson to be

learned from these several appearings of the Lord in His resur

rection is that He was able to adapt His body as He willed and

appear in many different forms, though His body was the same

that had been pierced by nails and torn by the soldier's lance. He

Whom Paul saw was the same One Who appeared to Mary as a
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gardener. He Who invited Thomas to thrust his hand into His

side is the same One Who is now dwelling in light inaccessible at

the right hand of God.

And we shall be like Him. Our bodies too will have the

capacity to adapt themselves to whatever environment we might

be in. When we return with the Lord to set up His kingdom upon

the earth, as we undoubtedly shall, as the promise is that we shall

always be with the Lord, we shall not come in the glory that will

be ours in the highest heaven, else the terrestrials would perish

in our presence. In our journeyings throughout the widespread

kingdom of our Lord, we shall visit stars that differ greatly in

glory so that we may need to adapt the brilliance of the glory of

our bodies to suit those who dwell upon the star. So too with our

appearance. We shall be able to make known our identity, or

conceal it, as did the Lord. We will still possess our individuality

and will be known to all to whom we may wish to be known.

Human personality resides in the spirit of a man much more

intrinsically than in his flesh. Our physical appearance is a

reflection of our spiritual character, to some extent even now,

but much more so in our future bodies. As a man is so will he look

in that day. The character of every member of the ecclesia of

Christ will differ and it will shine out in his person and be

apparent to those who meet him. A man's personality is made

evident more in his deeds and words than by his appearance.

Now there is conflict and our words and deeds do not match the

spirit which is in us. But then all will be perfectly blended. We

shall look glorious and act accordingly. We shall still be distinc

tive individuals. The same spirit that activates our bodies now

will be the motivating power of our future bodies. The chief

difference will lie in the body itself which now is mortal, corrup

tible and infirm. Then it will be immortal, incorruptible, powerful

and glorious. But it will still be me who will meet the Lord. It

will be you who will be snatched up into the air. Your personality

will not be lost in the glory of that moment. Rather will your

unique identity be magnified in the transfiguration. We shall be

like Christ, but still distinct individuals. We are likened to

members of His body and accordingly will differ one from the

other, while still contributing to the one unity of the body. The

figure of the body as applied to the ecclesia ensures variety while

preserving unity and singleness of purpose.
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GRACE

Grace and joy are very close in the language of inspiration, one

is charts and the other is chara. They are almost identical, also,

in the realm of truth, for the grace of God is the outpouring and

display of His joy. He is the happy God and has joy at all times,

even in a contrary universe and disrupted creation, for He knows

the purpose and consummation of all. Evil and sin are in their

first effect destructive, but when combined with God's grace and

power they are working together for the ultimate good of all.

Were it not for sin and evil He could not be revealed as Saviour,

Justifier and Life Giver. They are essential ingredients of His

purpose which He carries out in Christ.

Grace and joy dominate all the operations of God, for He is

love. He maims and destroys, for He is able to heal and make

alive. He hurts and disrupts, for He is able to cure and create

anew. In all His works His joy and grace casts beams of glory to

transform the darkest episode of eonian history. The dreadfully

dark and desperate days ofHis indignation prior to the Millenium

are essential in order to display His feelings against that which is

destructive of His creation. Today ignorance, irreverence and

unbelief abound, and God is taking no action against them, for

grace reigns. He entreats now. His joy and grace dominate these

dark and evil days. But these days of grace will end when we are

assembled together with the Lord in the air, to be followed by the

day of the Lord, which is a day of indignation and terror.

This day is drawing near, but today is a day of salvation and

grace. We shall not be here when His indignation is being

unveiled, for we shall be with Him in heaven's heights.
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THE CITIES OF GOD

Two special cities are being made ready by our God as dwelling

places and administrative centres for the kingdom of His Son.

One is called the New Jerusalem, which will be on the new earth,

and the other is the Jerusalem above, called the celestial Jerusalem

in Hebrews 12. They are both cities of many buildings and many

peoples, and both are capitals of their respective kingdoms, royal

cities where is the throne of the King. One is the seat of govern

ment of the kingdom of the heavens, the other is the Sanctuary

of the Most High God, in the heights from which His celestial

realm will be administered.

These are places which are being made ready for the reigning

people in the kingdom of Christ. He said, when about to leave

His disciples, "I am going to make ready a place for you. And if

I am going and making ready a place for you, I am coming

again, and I am taking you along to Myself, that where I am you

also may be". He was speaking of the New Jerusalem, which is

being made ready as a bride, adorned for her husband. The bride,

saved Israel, will occupy it during the last eon, the era of greatest

glory in the kingdom of the heavens. Though the Lord was not

speaking to us, of the nations, nor of the celestial Jerusalem, yet

His words are as true of His celestial ecclesia as of Israel. He is

making ready a place for us also in the heavens. Paul wrote in

memorable words of "that which the eye did not perceive, and the

ear did not hear, and to which the heart of man did not ascend—

whatever God makes ready for those who are loving Him".

Chief among that which He makes ready is the city in the

celestial paradise. (Heb. 11:16).

Enough is said of the New Jerusalem to present to the eyes of

our hearts a picture of its glory. It will be a vast mountain, the

light of whose glory will illumine the earth. It will be a city of

buildings, of streets and squares, with parklands surrounding it

and a river flowing through it. It will have a huge wall, with

twelve great gates, each a pearl of proportions unknown on this
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earth. The celestial Jerusalem is not described. Sufficient for us

is it to know that being celestial, it is better than its counterpart

on the new earth. We must recognize that it is a city. Its name is

the same—Jerusalem, but it is qualified by the descriptive

"celestial". The new Jerusalem is new in relation to its predeces

sor of the thousand years, which will be destroyed in the incinera

tion of the present earth at the time of the great white throne. It

is not called the terrestrial Jerusalem because it was planned and

made in Heaven, but it will be situated upon the earth, for it is

descending out of heaven from God. The celestial city, on the

other hand, is situated in the highest parts of the universe, on

the original mount Zion. This is the realm for which our hearts

long, the celestial country and city of which we are citizens.

This is our motherland in the heavens. Down here we are

expatriates and strangers. All our highest hopes, ambitions and

expectations are located in this city. Thus we should have a clear

realization of what it is and where it is.

Much can be learned of the celestial city from what we are

told of the New Jerusalem in Rev. 21 and 22. Although the city

there described is not ours, its features are a guide to what we

might expect in its loftier and more glorious original.

The tabernacle of God is in the New Jerusalem, as it is also in

the celestial city. In this latter city is the better and more perfect

tabernacle mentioned in the Hebrew epistle. This is where the

Chief Priest of the Melchizedek order of priesthood is now

seated to minister. This tabernacle is the most important part of

the city. It is called the city of the living God because God

dwells there. This is the established place of His dwelling, His

holy residence. He does not dwell there in a temple, whose walls

and structure confine and conceal the glory of God, but in a

dwelling from which His glories can shine out throughout the

city and outwards to the realms over which the city presides. In

this tabernacle is the throne of God and of His Son. There will

be a throne also in the New Jerusalem. We shall be seated in the

tabernacle of the celestial Jerusalem on thrones, among the

others who dwell and minister in this sacred edifice. There we

shall find the celestials, the Alueim (Elohim) of the Hebrew

Scriptures, and it is among them that we are blessed and seated.

We may enter these holy places, into the very interior, beyond the

curtain, and take our seat in spirit among these, the most
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glorious and lofty of the aristocrats of the universe. It is from

this exalted centre that will flow forth all the administrative

details of the kingdom of the Son of God, and to it also will flow

all the glory of the far flung centres of the realm stretching to

every corner of the third heaven.

The New Jerusalem will not be built of brick or stone, but of

translucent and rainbow tinted gold and precious stones. It will

be lustrous and appear to the distant watcher as a great luminous

and scintillating gem. Its light will lighten the earth. Both spirit

ually and physically it will be the light of the world. It will be

located on a lofty mountain, so that it will be visible from every

corner of the new earth. Its dimensions are given in Revelation

21 and it will be as high as it is wide, measuring approximately

1,379 miles in each direction (Rev. 21:1 12,000 stadia). The size

of this city is indicative of the immense size of the new earth,

which will be of proportions that will accommodate a single city

of these dimensions. But as it is the capital city of the far flung

realms of the kingdom of the heavens, these facts are not to be

doubted but exulted in, remembering that it will be the home of

Israel, saved and glorious.

But what of the celestial city? As it is the capital city of a

much vaster and more glorious kingdom, its size and glory will

match its greater role. Some indication of its proportions,

and the relative extent of its authority may be given in the number

of messengers associated with it, and the number mentioned in

connection with the New Jerusalem. The latter has twelve, one at

each gate. The celestial city has ten thousand. In Hebrews 12:22

we read that we have come to mount Zion and the city of the

living God, to the celestial Jerusalem" and the scripture continues,

"and to ten thousand messengers". These are possibly the same

messengers that Paul refers to as the chosen messengers. They

perform for the celestial city what the twelve messengers do for

the New Jerusalem. We suggest this as a possible conclusion.

The celestial city is associated with mount Zion, as is the New

Jerusalem. There is no reason why we should not understand

these places as quite literal cities and mountains. Both are built

upon a mountain, so that they are prominent and visible to

every part of their respective kingdoms. The celestial city towers

over the stellar realms of the third heaven. It is visible from every

corner of this vast area. Just as the sun now dominates the
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terrestrial sky, so will the city of the living God be a bright

luminary on the horizon of every part of the celestial kingdom.

From it we shall go forth to serve our Lord in that part of this

kingdom in which He will place us. We will take to the city above

the praise and glory of heaven's dwellers. It will be our home.

It is our home now, for it is where our God and His Christ is.

We shall ascend to it after we have met the Lord in the air.

Places play an important part in our lives, both physically

and in our spiritual experience too. When Paul urges us to be

disposed to that which is above, he includes these places and

realms ofwhich we write. We should be eager to learn as much as

we can of the city which God is making ready for us; where it is

and what is in it. Principally our Lord is there. But we should

learn about the true tabernacle in which He ministers, of the

nature of His ministry, and of those who minister with Him, of

the furnishings of the tabernacle, and their purpose, of the throne

and of the country that is ours and which surrounds this city.

All our treasure is there. When the Lord went up from Olivet,

He passed upwards through the heavens, passing all the stars and

galaxies of space until He came to the highest place in the

heavens. He came to mount Zion and to the city of the living

God, the celestial Jerusalem, just as we in spirit have come to

these same places. He entered into the holy of holies in this

tabernacle and is seated there now and we may be also. We are in

fact, but we should have a spiritual realization of it also. Christ

is seated at the centre and apex of universal affairs.

Jerusalem was inscribed on the hearts of the faithful in Israel.

And should not our celestial city also be engraved upon our

hearts. Wherever our Lord is, there it is home. And He is in this

celestial Jerusalem. Let us set our hearts upon that which is above.

Let us seek to grasp what we have in the heights. God is making

ready for us a city. Our hearts should thrill at the sound of its

name, the celestial Jerusalem. Much that David wrote in his

psalms about Zion and Jerusalem can be echoed by us from the

heart, as we also have a Zion and a city of the same name in the

heights above. He wrote in Psalm 137

If I forget you, O Jerusalem,

Let my right hand forget,

Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth

If I do not remember you!

If I do not lift up Jerusalem above the head of

mine own gladness.
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