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THE WAY OF VICTORY

Was it not on Golgotha that Christ in the supremest
sense asserted His Lordship ? Prom the wilderness con
flict onward, He had been invincible, and now, as the
Lord, strong and mighty—mighty in battle, He conquers
the foe in the most glorious victory earth and heaven
ever witnessed.
In cottage and temple, wayside and lonely shore, the
battle spirit shone out from those eyes of dignity and
steadfastness, as they looked upon the victims of the
enemy's power. And to the invisible hosts of darkness,
His was the voice of command.
Mighty deeds were wrought in Galilee, at which the
people marvelled. But mightier still, the Calvary con
quest when, "stripping off the sovereignties and authori
ties, with boldness He makes a show of them," He so
gloriously triumphed, even "discarding him who has
the might of death, that is, the Adversary." And this
is the victory, the power of which we need to know. For
it is a power, and with potentialities which opportunities
will prove again and again (cf Col. 2:15; Heb. 2:14).
How then shall we realize this power and triumph
over the enemy? The place of victory is among the
celestials, "up over every sovereignty and authority and
power and lordship and every name that is named."
This is the glory sphere in which, in spirit, we are to
abide. But we cannot truly abide and know unbroken
victory, except we enter deeply the likeness of Christ's
death. Only a likeness, but let it be deep and true, and
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Standing in Christ's Victory

your spirit will rise to victory (cf Eph. 1:20, 21).
The enemy is powerless, entirely silenced on that high
plane. He wars below, and through the force of cir
cumstance, the passions and obsessions of the soul. In
these elements the hosts of darkness concentrate, and, as
past masters of soul-craft, entice and ensnare. Are we
so detached from things of the soul life, so dead to them,
that their charm is gone? If not, then at some point we
give ground to the Adversary, and defeat comes swiftly.
But we may have, we should have, a victorious life.
"For if we died together, we shall be living together also;
if we are enduring, we shall be reigning together also"
(2 Tim. 2:11, 12).

Paul voiced the power he knew, the power which
served him in all the contingencies of his course. And
his word comes to our needy spirits—"Be strong in the
Lord!" Strong in Him, for is He not "the Lord, strong
and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle''? We are to
know the strength of His might, that very strength
which set Him at God's right hand, high above all. Let
your spirit rest there, amid all the ebb and flow of things
around, and victory will be yours.

God would have us buoyant and victorious, so alive

to Him that our spirit arises to Him in the joy and
strength of the Lord. Stand then, in Christ! Dread
not, be unafraid! Live that your spirit may be in vic

tory. And with spirit triumphant, vision and perception
will be clear. But there must be the walk in righteous
ness, and in faithfulness, step by step, to the light God
gives.

We stand then, in Christ's victory, and, in the power
which raised and exalted Him, exult. For this power
alone energizes us in the warfare, and not only places
us above the unseen forces which assail us through
others, but gives us victory over their subtle attempts to
enslave us personally, in body or in mind.
And this may be of such a character as to continue

Walking in Faithfulness
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for years. There are so many refined forms of the soul
life whereby the enemy gets a hold, and then, given a
suitable occasion, he can oppress with a vengeance. Then
it is that we, in very deed, prove the blessedness of
Paul's wondrous enunciation in the sixth of Romans.
Absolute death, to be practically and savingly known:
And here is the basis of victory, the one sure ground.
But if death, then also corresponding life. And with
the life, victory and peace. Now this victory is the quiet,
unseen mastery which the members of the body of Christ
are justly entitled to experience day by day. And the
call is upon us to realize here and now the blessedness of
its character. Again and again it gives occasion for
praise, and is at the same time a testimony to celestial
powers concerning the multifarious wisdom of God (Eph.
3:10).
A strong spirit, strong to resist, refuse, and endure.
Strong, as against soul weakness, with its varied ten
dencies and impulses.
Strong, to resist the enemy's
encroachment on our peace, and strong to refuse de
pression and oppression as they come to our spirit.
Strong also, to endure with patience and longsuffering
all that is in the will of God for our enrichment.
Ours is a spirit life, spirit fellowship, a spirit warfare.
And for true life and fellowship we must know spirit
victory. We can only breathe freely on the heights.
Below, in the earthlies, we are out of adjustment, finding
its atmosphere a frequent pall upon the spirit. The new
life longs for the new creation element, and can only
flourish therein. Hence the warfare, the contesting of
advance.
How then, shall we be mighty in battle, mighty in
breaking through to victory? The onset is from the
enemy side and comes in varied form. It may be a
heaviness or deadness of spirit, a disquietude or restless
ness. But, whatever it is, we know it to be a foreign
element that should not be with us. What then! Are
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Praying on every Occasion

we to fight it! By no means. We are to stand—-stand
in Christ, and withstand. And above all else, use the
sword of the spirit, voicing a divine declaration as a
weapon of God to scatter the enemy's smoke clouds.
For at times the air seems thick with their presence, so
that we need to stand firmly and as Paul enjoins, "In
every prayer and petition be praying on every occasion,
in spirit, and being vigilant for it with all perseverance
and petition concerning all the saints" (Bph. 6:18, 19).
There we have it. Paul shows us in grand, unerring
language, the place of victory, the unassailable position
of the Victor, and all the riches of His great ascension
place. And then, aware of the aerial hosts and their
malignant chief, he shows the way of victory.
Let the sword of the spirit then be as a keen Damascus
blade, to cut a way through the hosts of darkness.
Standing as sons of light, let us be vigilant, pressing into
the fabric of our prayer life all the pointed declarations
of God which His Spirit prompts to meet the case. And
may we not forget the truly ecumenical note which
should pervade our prevailing prayer, "petition con
cerning all the saints."
There is nothing finer with which to cut through to a

clear sense of victory in spirit than those texts and living
declarations of Scripture which so surely and immedi
ately serve to the defeat of the foe. The warfare is
spiritual, and a war always on. And just because we are
out for God's greatest and best, the Adversary is relent
less, and if he could, would bring us down to utter
despair and defeat. Let us remember that he and his
are out to silence testimony, especially in the matter of
the cross. Anything but death gives him some lodg
ment, but to die to things we once so keenly lived for,
and to have things drop from us as dead leaves, makes
the forces of oppression powerless.
Mighty in battle? It must needs be as we stand
inflexible foewards; but Godwards, ah, then indeed are

Living in saintly Dignity
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we pliant, receptive, and above all, reposeful in that
peace which so immovably garrisons our hearts in Christ
Jesus. Declarations of God, fiats of the Lord of Glory!
As such, wield them to the discomfiture of the enemy.
Then you will walk in victory, develop in strength,
alertness, and realization of God.
How then are we to be mighty in battle, mighty in
breaking through to victory? The onset is from the
enemy side and is felt by us in many ways. It may be
a heaviness or deadness of spirit, a sense of defeat, in
that we are not in strong repose and spirit mastery. Take
to yourself the great thought that you are a son of God.
Live in the dignity of it, lift up your head, remember
ing that as you stand in Christ, you veritably stand in
the presence of God. When alone, audible expression
helps, and it works.
Let us remember, too, that in our use of God's
declarations, we are not confined in doctrinal sense, as
to dispensational truth alone. We can wield all those
declarations of our God which His Spirit at the moment
gives. And so, again and again will you find expression
or exclamation from prophet and psalmist, as sure a
weapon as the words of Paul. But there will always be
the wondrous adjustment of such words with our posi
tion as members of the body of Christ, and with our
place of victory among the celestials. For with us they
take on the highest meaning possible, and the life in
them overcomes the assault of the enemy.
From experience and the testimony of others the
writer has proved the possibilities which a stand for
victory can see accomplished. It is a wonderfully real
thing, a bringing into the immediate present, something
of the glory and splendor of the untraceable riches of
Christ. Let your will, then, be for it, as one in God's
great secret administration.
"I will extol Thee, 0 Lord, for Thou hast lifted me
up, and hast not made my foes to rejoice over me...
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Golgotha is Victory

Though an host should encamp against me, my heart
shall not fear. Whom shall I fear? The Lord is the
strength of my life! Of whom shall I be afraid?" Then,
too, Paul's grand note (2 Gor. 2:14): "Thanks be to
God, Who always gives us a triumph in Christ!"
0 to prove the mighty power of God—mighty to the
overthrowing of strongholds. And this proving will be
as we concentrate our thoughts on Christ in all His
fullness. But for this we must be emptied of so very
much we may have hitherto considered as quite in keep
ing with our walk. We lose to gain, die to live, and dying
with Him, we live with Him. And we live by the faith
of the Son of God Who so gloriously triumphed over the
Adversary.
Through all that comes, then, seek to know victory,
repose in God's peace. For "the God of peace will be
crushing Satan under your feet swiftly" (Rom. 16:20).

Potentially, he is a vanquished foe, and as prince of the
power of the air, his time is short. Hence his malignity
to all those who are out for God's best. Like Caleb and
Joshua, shall we not say, "We are well able to overcome
... the Lord is with us!"
With these men it was God all the time—His viewpoint,
His might.
And this is the way of victory, victory
personal, victory in spirit over the powers of darkness.
Shall we not then rise to it, go all out for it, in the might
of the Lord?
Golgotha is victory!
Son of God, be strong!
Voice it forth in triumph,
Herald it in song!
Victim He, yet Victor,
Christ's own conquest see,

Golgotha is Victory-

Victory now for me!
W.M.
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