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THE OUTSIDE OF THE SCROLLS 

GoD has given titles to His books; He has put plain direc· 
tions on His letters: but .the addresses on His epistles are un· 
heeded; the inspired names on the outside of the scrolls 
have been mostly changed to others of human invention. 

Solid progress cannot be made in the apprehension of 
God's revelation unless we first restore His mutilated super· 
scriptions and take heartfelt heed of the plain instructions 
which precede each epistle. 

On the shelf before me stands a bulky volume w.ith the 
following inscription on its back: 

If this were in English instead of Hebrew it would read 
something like this: 

THE LAW, THE SPOKESM:itN, AND THE LITERATURE 

"Oh !" you say, "it is a Hebrew Old Testament!" I beg 
pardon: it contains the old covenant which Jehovah made 
with Israel at Sinai, but it also contains the new covenant 
which He ~ill make with them (Jer. 31 :31·34) in the days 
of their restoration. Why should we call God's books "tes
taments" as though He were about to die, when they hardly 
ever touch on such a subject from one end to the other? 

They do contain contracts or covenants, yet these are but 
a small part of their burden. If we had written a book and 
someone insisted on substituting one of the minor chapter 
headings for the whole volume we would not tolerate it. 
Why should we stanp by and allow such liberties with the 



4' The Bible and the Scriptures 
. Book of books? We have become so accustomed to speaking. 
of the "old and new testaments" that it will be hard to 
break ourselves of the habit. Why, the very apqstles who 
wrote some o,f its contents would not understand us if we 

. used this phrase. 
But what shall we call the whole Bible? We must have 

some name with which to handle it. We will never be able 
to improve on the inspired title used by the apostle Paul in 
his second epistle to Timothy ( 3 :15) : 

THE SACRED SCRIPTURES. 

Here is an ideal name. It is comprehensive enough to in
clude all. It is exclusive of all else, for no other . writings 
are sacred. In the Greek language the word rP AMMA 

. means a writing of any kind, hence the adjective sacred is 
needed· to distinguish this · from profane .literature. In 
English we have the special term "Scriptures," which car~ 
ries in7 itself the sense of sacred, hence we are well in line 
with God when we use the term "scriptures" (Mt. 22.:29, 
Mk. 12-24, Lu. 24:82, Jn. 5:89, Ac. 18:28, 2 Pet. 8 :16). 

It is already evident that the ''Bible" as we have it and 
the "Scriptures," as it exists in the briginal tongues, are 
often quite different. Hence it is wise to distinguish be-

'·tween the two, leaving "Bible" for the human, mutilated 
translations and preserving· "Scriptures" for· its sacred· use 
of indicating the inspired originals. We are interested in 
the Bible only so far as it a'grees with the scriptures. So, 
if the title page reads "Holy Bible" let it stand, but en• 
deavor to conform your copy of it to the Scriptures. If the 
title in your Bible is "Old Testament" or "New Tes'tament," 
cross it out, for it is a misnomer. 

From the sacred lips of our Lord Himself we learn that 
the Hebrew aml Chaldee scriptures were divided intO three 
groups: the Law of Moses,, lhe Prophets and tht; Psalms 
(Lu. 24:44), the latter including all of the·literary scrolls 
as well as the book of Psalms itself. · · 



Not an "Old" or a "New Testament" 
: 
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Instead of calling one part of the Scriptures "Old" and 
the other "New," it will be of great advantage to us to 
think of t4em as one. The fact that the later Scriptures 
are written in Greek should not place such a gulf between 
the two parts. Some portions of Daniel ar~ in Chaldee. 
,Do we therefore cut it off from' the rest of the book? The 
accounts of ·Matthew,. Mark, Luke and john and the Acts 
are concerned with the same people, the same nation, the 
same land, the same ritual which is brought before us in 
the Prophets. The advent of Messiah was· a fulfillment of 
these, not a new departure. . When we find it necessary to 
distinguish between the Hebrew and Greek Scriptures it 
were well if we simply indicate their difference in .lan
guage and forbear insinuating differences in subject and 
purpose which do not exist. We will find, as we grow ,in 
the knowledge of the truth, that there is a much wider gUlf 
between Paul's epistles and the rest of the Greek Scriptures 
than can possibly be found between the other Greek books 

· and the Hebrew Scriptures. The Unveiling of Jesus Christ, 
usually called the Revelation of St. John, has numerous 
points of contact with .Daniel and the Prophets while it 
has hardly one with Paul's epistle to the Ephesians. 

In their earHest fo~m the books of Scripture were in the 
form of scrolls. If we find it necessary to mark the covers 
of our books to identify their contents, how much more 
necessary was it to mark the various scrolls which made 
up the Scriptures of those· days, seeing that it was. far 
more difficult to glance through them than a modern boQk. 
We understand, moreover, that they were given divine titles 
which were inspired quite· as much. as the text itself. In 
some cases the caption consists. of the opening line. Then 
it has usually been repeated, as in the Song of Songs and 
in Isaiah. . 

Only those who have care:Eully considered the titles and 
addresses which precede the various scrolls of Scripture 
and have taken their message to heart can realize their 



.6 The Hebrew Scriptures are Israel's 
importance and profit. It 'is because Christendom has 
deliberately ignored or basely perverted or suppressed these 
titles, that a great measure of the present day confusion 
exists.' Let it be our pleasant and profitable task to ex
amine the outside of the scrolls before delving into, their 
contents. Then we will nof go astray, because we have not 
re~tised the divine dir,ctions. . 

In our study we will take ·each divine division of the 
Scriptures and each book in it in divine order, when this 
.is known. For man has. not: only touched the titles of the 
scrolls but has dared to displace them too. Alter a cur
sory glance at the Hebrew titles we will spend most of, our 
endeavors in reading and digesting the addresses .to the 
epistles of the apostles. ·There, we believe, is the greatest 
profit for all who sincerely wish ·to understand their Bibles · 
Aright. 

THE HE1JREW SCRIPTURES 

It hardly seems necessary to inquire "To whom were ~he 
H~brew Scri;rtures ~ritten ?" Yet there are few indeed who 
fully realize the exclusiveness of that revelation. Speaking 

I on. tins subject, Paul is insistent that to them only ower!? 
the divine oracles entrusted (Rom. 8 :2). He speaks of the 
other· nations as being without law (Rom. 2:14) and th~ 
law . and covenants and promises as the peculiar heritage 
of Israel (Rom. 9:4). We must read them then,,as, first 
of all, 'for them, and ours only in the sense that, through ' 
them, we may learn to know their God who has now become 
our God. 

No satisfactory excuse has ever beetr offered for the 
fact .that .our English Bibles differ from the usual Hebrew 
Scriptures in the number· and order of the books, That 
the Hebrew text as it is printed today is far more correct 
than ours is beyond dispute, for it has the bo~ks iri such 
~n order ~s ~ill allow the grouping into the Law, the 
Pro~hets and the Literature. 



THE SAcRED ScRIPTURES 

HEBREW 

THE LAW, THE PROPHETS AND THE LITERATURE 

I. THE LAW 

, 1. In the Beginning (Genesis). 
fJ. T.hese are the Names (Exodus). 
3. And He Called (Leviticus). 
4. In the Wilderness (Numbers). 
5. These are the Words (Deuteranomy). 

II. THE SPOKESMEN or PROPHETS 

The Former Joshua 
Prophets Judges 

Samuel 
Kings 

The Latter Isaiah 
Prophets Jeremiah 

Ezekiel 
The Minor 

Prophets 
I. Hosea 
fJ. Joel 
.3. Amos 

'· . 
• ~- 1 I ·-

4. Oba.diah 
-, l!ilf 5 •. Jonah 

--- '" ' 6. Micah 

III. THE LITERATURE, oR PsALMS 

Praises (Psalms) 
Rules (Proverbs) 
Job 

The Ruth 
Small. How! (Lamentations) 

7. Nahum 
8. Habakkuk 
9. Zephaniah 

10. Haggai 
11. Zechariah 
lil. Malachi 

{ 

The· Song of Songs . 

Scrolls · The_ Assembler (Ecclesiastes) 
Esther (A Star) 
Daniel 
Ezra (including Nehemiah) 
Commentaries, or, Words of the Days (Chronicles) 

'· 



8 The First Five Books of Moses 
In the .accompanying list we have the books in order, 

by groups:~ with their true titles as well as the usual name • ' 
for the sake of identification; It will bt: seen that our ver:.. 
sions have the Law as it should be (except titles) 1 but we 
have thrust most of the Literature in between the Fo'rmer 
and the Latter Prophets ins~ad of leaving these scrolls li.t 
the end where they belong. The Literature itSelf has been 
thrown into disorder. The Commentaries (Chronicles),· 
which close the ,Hebrew canon have . b~en placed after 
Kings, probably to keep a sort ·of chronological sequence. 
Ezra (Ezra and Nehemiah), the second from the last, fol:
lows for the same reason, as does Esther: Daniel is taken 
from the Literature and thrust. in between the Major and r 

the Minor Prophets. 
Four scrolls, Samuj'!l, Kings, Ezra and Chronicles, have 

been split into two parts. This might have been ·excused 
. , in the days of "umbersome scrolls, when it wa~ necessary 
. to unroll all . the first part. of a book to reach the ~nd ,por

. .tio:ns. Now it has no real reason whatever. 

THE LAW. 

This name was not only applied to the ten comman!l
ments but to all of the five books of Moses. This is its} 
force in the oft repeated phrase "the law .and the pr~phets'' ' 
(Mt .. '1:12; 22:40; Lu. 16:16; Ac. 24:16). Any passage 

, in these books is referred to as being in the Law. The 
priests' profanation of the Sabbath CMt. 12:5, Nu. 28:9-10), 
the consecration of the firstborn (Lu. 28-24, Ex. 18 :2, 
22:29, Nu. 8:17, Lev. 12:8), the testimony of two 1Vit
nesses (Jn. 8:17, Deut. i7:6)-all these are in 1'the 1;..8.w", 
though they are not in the decrees of Sinai. · · 

Ittstead, then, of calling the :first books of Moses the 
"Pentateuch'~, or five-volume, ~hich gives us no clew/ to 
its contents, let us call it,. in fellowship with our Lord and . 
His apostles, by the divinely sanctioned name, "the Law." 

The. Law comprises the five books of. Moses. . Not' only 



are called "the Law" by our Lord 9 

has the collection as a whole lost its real name but the title 
to each book is practically unknown. To restore them now 
seems a hopeless task from the human standpoint. But we 
are conscious that such an attempt will please. our God 
far more than if we were sure of success. The significance 
of some of the names may not dawn upon us at first. This 
only shows how far we are from understanding the purport 
of the books. The divine title is ,a talisman whi'ch will dis
close our own ignorance . and show us the way to a true 
understanding of each of the sacred scrolls. 

The title to four of the Mosaic scrolls consists of the 
opening words of the text,· "In the Beginning" for Genesis, 
"And These are the Names" for Exodus, "And He Called" 
for Leviticus, and "These are the Words" for Deuter
onomy. The title of Numbers is takeri from the first sen
tence, "In the Wilderness." The usual names are taken 
from the Greek version, commonly called the Septuagint, or 
LXX, from the tradition that it was translated by seventy 
scholars. 

IN THE BEGINNING 

(Genesis) 

The first book is fitly called "In the Beginning." The 
ordin~ry name, "Genesis", suggests a birth, rather than a 
creation, a renewal, rather than a beginning. It transcends 
and. offends the human intellect to go back to a definite 
commencement, . which involves the ide'a of God. Man 
much prefers to lose himself in a misty past without any 
God. He has no objection to genesis, but refuses creation. 
Hence he has given this book, which refutes his philosophy, 
a name which harmonizes with it. He corrupts the Word 
of God at its very. start. 

The creature can generate: God alone originates. Apart 
from the revelations concerning the heavens given through 
the apostle Paul, this book begins everything concerned 
with the human race on the earth. Not ·only are the 



10 The First Phrase is the usual Title 
heavens and the earth traced back to their true source, God, 
but the whole human family is traced back to Adam and to 
the sons of Noah. The chosen nation is seen in Abraham~ 
a Syrian ready to perish-and in Israel, with his twelve 
sons. "Genesis" is rightly named by its great Author "In 
the Beginnfng." . 

AND THESE ARE THE NAMES 

(Exodus) 
God's names go to the heart of things; man's touch the 

surface. We have a sample of this in the book before us. 
It deals with the sons of Israel's sufferings in Egypt, the 
call of Moses and Aaron, the judgment of Egypt, the 
exodus from Egypt, the defeat of Pharaoh, the wanderings 
in the wilderness, the laws of Sinai, the building of the tab
ernacle, etc. Why should we take one incident .out of all 
these for the title of . the book? 

In the book of the Beginning we had many names, many 
nations. Now God is confining Himself to one nation, the · 
names of the sons of Jacob. The book deals not only with 
their separation from the other nations. (of which the 
exodus was the climax) but their communion with Him
self. This is. the real object of His dealings with them. 
Why did He deal so harshly with the Egyptians? Why 
did He bring them into the wilderness? That they might 
be His and become acquainted with Him. "Ye have seen," 
He says, "wha,t I did unto .the Egyptians, and how I bare 
you on eagles' wings, and bro.ught you to Myself." (Ex. 
19 :4). And again, "ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto 
Me above all peoples, for all the earth is Mine. And ye 
shall be unto Me a Kingdom of priests, and an holy na
tion.'' (Ex. 19 :5-6). He has redeemed a nation for Him
self. The redemption and the exodus were the means by 
which He brought them into His presence and blessing. 
And what better way than to ack~owledge the names of 
those whom He so highly honors? Our friends are known 
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to us by name; strangers do ·not know our name, nor we 
theirs. So, while the world wanders away from Him, He 
calls those by name whom He has chosen for His own. 
What better name can we find for "Exodus" than "These 
are the Names"? 

AND HE CALLED 

(Leviticus) 
The third book of Moses (for their order is undoubtedly 

divine as well as their titles) is headed "And He Called." 
This is the first word in the Hebrew text, the name Jehovah, 
or "the Lord", coming at the end of the clause. In "These . 
are the Names" He chose Israel. and brought them to Him
self in the wilderness. Now He calla them into still closer 
fellowship and worship; 

Nearness to Him demands that sin be put away. Holiness 
unsullied becomes those who answer His call. Hence the 
initial offering of all is the k,orban, or oblation, sometimes 
called the approach offering. And, indeed, what are all the 
offerings and ritual for but to make it pos~ible for them to 
respond to His call?. Some fondly nurse the 'dream that 
men have the will and the way to find Him without a 
divine call or sacrifice. But, alas, it is only too true that 
"there is none that seeketh after God" (Rom. 3:11). He 
would still dwell solitary if He had not called and 
equipped those He has invited for the unsullied light of 
His presence. 

IN THE WILDERNESS 

(Numbers) 
The name of the fourth book is so apt that it seems 

strange that anyone should think of changing it. Unlike 
the other books, it is not the very first word of the text 
but a phrase in the fir~t sentence. Throughout the book 
we are "In the Wilderness" and the moment we approach 
the promised land the book ends. Here it is not the pres
ence or worship of Jehovah which is the theme, but the 



12 The Fifth Scroll is a Commentary 
trials and dangers of the wilderness, as well as the wilder
ness of their· own hearts. All who come out of Egypt, 
except Caleb and Joshua, die in the wilderness . 

. There are, indeed, two numberings of the sons of Israel 
in this book, but there is little to be learned from that fact 
alone. When we find that the second numbering included 
none of those numbered at Sinai except Caleb and Joshua) 
the significance of this book begins to dawn upon· us. The 
carcases of those who come out of ·Egypt were strewn along 
the way in the wilderness. · This is the keynote of the book. 
The personal relation to Jehovah found in the scrolls of the 
Names (Exodus) and the Calling (Leviticus) is no longer 
before us. The very numbering of the people shows this, 
for it' suggests confidence in numbers rather than in J eho
vah. But numbers only hinder Him, so they are laid aside. · 
He was vexed with that faithless generation. If they had 
believed Him there would never have been such a book llS 

this. A few days would have brought them to the. land of 
promise. . So that the very name implies apostasy and 
defection. If the two previous books show their relationship 
and nearness to Jehov~th, this one dilates on the distance 
of their hearts in spite of all His mighty ~cts and glorious 
presence. 

THESE: ARE THE wORDS 

(Deuteronomy) 

Both the title and the contents of the fifth book of Moses 
remind us of Chronicles, so-called, which is properly named 
"Words of the Days." These two books are divine com
mentaries. They are God's words concerning events which 
have already been related from the historic standpoint. 
In contrast with "These are the Names" (Exodus) which 
tells us how Jehovah brought them out of Egypt, this book 
tells. us much of His bringing them in to the promised land. 
But our greatest profit will come if, in. accord with its title, 
we rea:d this book as Jehovah's comments on the way of the 
wilderness and the laws of the land. 



THE MAJOR PROPHETS 

The second grand division o£ the Hebrew Scriptures,. 
according to the divine canon, is called "The Prophets", 
or preferably "The Spokesmen." Of the eight scrolls the 
first hal£ are called "The Former Prophets" and the last 
four "The Latter Prophets," supposedly because 
Zechariah hints at this division (Zech. 1 :4). The eighth 
book, the fast of the Former Prophets, contains a collection 
of all the twelve "minor" prophets from Hosea to .Malachi. 

The prophet was God's spokesman. He not only fore
told the future, according to the popular idea, but he told 
the present before Him, as it were, as Aaron spoke beforP 
Moses when he went into Pharaoh's presence(Ex. 4:16, 7:1 ). 
The whole history of Israel in the land is dominated by the 
succession of prophets which Jehovah sent them in the 
midst of their continual failure. This is what distinguishes 
their history from that of every other nation. This is why 
the book o£ Kings, which is so often supposed to be simple 
historical annals o£ the times, is included among the books 
of the Prophets. 

The Former Prophets 

The Former Prophets consist of Joshua, Judges, Sam
uel, and Kings. We cannot press too strongly the fact 
that these belong among the prophecies. They foretell noth
ing, it is true, yet the histories they contain all revolve 
about the man of God who was the one link which still 
united them to Him. Very little will we get if we read these 
to increase our knowledge of ancient history, or the annals 
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of the Hebrew nation. But if we fix our hearts on the 
fact that Jehovah is displaying Himself in their various 
vicissitudes, and that He deals with them through His 
spokesmen, the narrative takes on life and meaning. 

JOSHUA 

This is the first title which is also the name of its author. 
Let us not attempt to think that this is all which the title 
conveys, for it is quite possible for a name to have signifi
cance. Indeed, in Joshua's case this is most evident. His 
name originally was Hoshea, meaning salvation. When he 
returned from spying ·the land, he showed his faith in 
Jehovah by. urging the people to go up and possess it, in 
spite of their own weakness and the adverse report of most 
of the other spies. He gloried in .Jehovah, his Saviour, 
hence his name was changed from Hoshea to Jehovah
Hoshea, Joshua, Salvation of Jehovah, and this is the lesson 
of the book. It is Jehovah saving His people from their 
enemies and giving them the promised allotment in the 
land. He wishes them to know, not only salvation, but their 
Saviour Himself. 

It is instructive to note that the first of the Latter 
Prophets, Isaiah, is practically the same in meaning-Sal
vation of Jehovah. Its burden is the future counterpart 
of Joshua, when Jehovah once more visits His people Israel 
and restores them to their land and blesses them through 
the Saviour Whom they once despised. 

The first of the Minor Prophets also has a part of this 
· title. Hosea means salvation. 

Thus we have the great thought of Jehovah's salvation 
prominently presented to us in the Prophets. The first of 
each group is named with the name that is above every 
name, for ISaiah, and especially Joshua, had the same 
name as the One Whom Joshua typified and Isaiah fore
told. His name in Hebrew would be Jehovah-Hoshea, 
Jehoshua, or Joshua, which, in Greek, is Jesus. 
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JUDGES 

It is difficult to get a good English word to do duty for 
this Hebrew title. Perhaps Rulers comes closer to its mean
ing than Judges. When things went wrong, as they often 
did, then Jehovah raised up someone to set them right again. 
Then he ruled the people in the absence of a king. Jehovah 
Himself , was their King, but they failed to realize His 
presence and protection until He sent some evil upon them. 
Then He sent deliverance by one of His rulers, and, 
at the same time, restored them, in a measure, to Himself. 

SAMUEL 

Although modern Hebrew Bibles recognize the division 
of Samuel into First and Second Samuel in their headings, 
just as they add our chapters and verses in the margin, they 
make no division in the text itself. In the beautiful copy 
of Ginsburg's Massoretic text before me as I write, "Second" 
Samuel begins on the same line on which "First" Samuel 
ends. They should never be divided. Samuel is one book. 
It was probably divided by the Greek translators because 
they could not get it all on one roll of papyrus. But it 
was probably never divided in a Hebrew Bible until the 
publication of the first edition of the Rabbinic Bible in 
Venice in 1516-17. 

Samuel means "asked of God." The story of this asking 
by no means exhausts the significance of the title, for the 
whole history turns upon the rejection of Jehovah as King 
and the request that He would give them a King like the 
other nations. He gave them Saul in His displeasure and 
took him away in His wrath. And then He gives them 
another King, not tall and regal in outward appearance, 
to plea·se the people, but a man after His 'lWn heart. David, 
the Beloved, the type of the promised Messiah, is the answer 
to "Samuel." 
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KINGS 

Like Samuel, this book must not be divided into two 
parts. There is some question whether we should not in
clude the name of David in the title, for the. book opens 
with "And King David." David, indeed, is through with 
his career, but all the kings which follow are measured by 
their failure to come up to his standard. 

The fail:ure and declension which marks all of the Former 
Prophets comes to a climax at the close of this book. 

, The Latter Prophets 

How different are the Latter Prophets from the Former! 
There defection and apostasy increase until all seems lost. 
The Latter Prophets .reveal Jehovah's provision for His 
erring people. They may fail but He :remains true. In
deed, their unfaithfulness is necessary to_ reveal His faith'
fulness. Fact gives place to faith. The present appeals to 
the future. The failure of the natio;r;_ is pressed home and 
due judgment is meted out, yet all is radiant with the com~ 
ing glory which Mes·siah alone can bring. The old cove
nant, dependent on their. conduct, is displaced by the new, 
which depends solely on Jehovah's faithfulness. 

0 that we may learn the lesson which the Latter Prophets 
inculcate ! How little would we trust in man and· his very 
best endeavors ! How much we would make of God and 
His :Word L The history of the chosen· people, as recorded 
for us in the Former Prqphets is a continuous downgrade 
movement. Failure, declension, division, defection-'-until 
the shekinah glory withdraws, the kingdom is given to the 
nations and the people are led into captivity. The Latter 
Prophets reverse all this. Beginning with Messiah's glorious 
return, the nation is restored to its land, the sovereignty of 
the whole earth becomes theirs and the glory of Jehovah 
hovers over their capital. 
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· ·· Once we ~ee the real relation of the Latter to the Former 
Prophets~that they are concerned with the same people and 
the same land and. the same kingdom-then we.· can see 
how foolish and wrong it ·is to leave' all the evil to than 
and try to rob them of the good which Jehovah, their God, 
has in store for them. The glowing prophecies of future 
bliss do not belong to the so-called "church," as our chap
ter headings so often inform us. When we thus misapply 
them, we are robbing not only the nation He chose 'for His 
bwn, but ourselves as well. If His uncovenanted pro~ises 
to them fail of fulfilment then He, too, is unfaithful· and the 
great lesson of His grace and love, which overrides all their 
unworthiness, is lost to us. . 

ISAIAif 

Strange as it may seem, those Scriptures which are 
generally misapplied have the plainest directions to guide 
us. Isaiah prefaces his prophecy with definite indications 
as to the subject of his vision. He says it concerns Judah 
and Jerusalem. This is repe~ted again and again. 

It should be a cause of deep humiliation that we need to 
even consider the question of to whom the Prophets were 
written. But when our very .Bibles are loaded with italics 
.teaching this destructive error, we must stop to point it out. 

Opening a Bible ahandom, we find the following chapter 
heading for Isaiah XLIX: Christ, being sent to the Jews, 
complaineth of them. (5} He is sent to the Gentiles 1Vith 

, gracious promises. (lS). God's -love is perpetual to His 
church.. Turning to the text we :find that "the church" 
is Zion, which is one of the .hills of Jerusalem. ·Thus all 
the headings run : blessing for "the· church" ; -.curses for the 
Je~s. The same will be seen by glancing over the page 
he~dings: God expostulateth 11Jith His people [the Jervs 
of course]. The church comforted. Thus have we been 

. taught to play fast aJ;J.d loose with 'God's holy word. And 
\so confirmed has this habit become that, while most of us 
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have repudiated the pervert system of taking all of blessing 
for ourselves and leaving all the rest to Israel, we still 
cUng to the notion that· any part of the Bible may be 
applied as it suits us, quite apart from the directions· He 
has given. 

We dare not act so in our daily life. .A letter addressed 
to a friend may contain much of mutual interest, but it is a 
flagrant breach of the law to· open and read it and "apply" 
it to ourselves as though it was never meant for another. 

The law, the prophets and the literature, in common with 
all Scripture, is profitable for us. But that profit becpmes 
loss the moment we turn it . from its plain intention and 
"apply" it to ourselves. If we apply any of it let us apply 
all. If the blessings of the law appeal to us let us remember 
.that "cursed is everyone who continues not in al1 things in 
the book of the law to do them." 

Jehovah Himself appealed to them on this ground when 
He was about to bring them into the land. "F.or what 
nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments ~o 
righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day?" 
(Dent. 4:8). The psalmist is mpst explicit on this point 
(Ps. 147:19-20): 

He sheweth His word unto Jacob, 
. His statutes and judgments unto Israel. 

He hath not dealt so with 0.1J,Y nation: 
And as for His judgments, they have not known them. 

No wonder they spoke of "our orvn" law (Acts 24:6). 
This is why they cried out against Peter when he went to 
Cornelius. This is what urged them to kill Paul when they 
thought he had brought aliens into the sanctuary. 

It. was never God's purpose to confine blessing to. the 
chosen nation, but it surely was His plan to make them its 
one channel. They mistook their mission sadly, but let us 
remember that our Lord Himself, Who ever kept the just 
balance of the truth, cc'impared His kinsmen. to children at 
their Father's board, but the other nations to puppies w~o 
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eat the sc:t:aps which are cast from the table (Mt. 15 :26-28). 
It is only as we are continually reminded of the de

pendent, subordinate, beggarly place which the nations 
then occupied, that we can appreciate the vast chasm which 
has been bridged to bring us to our present exalted place 
as the peers of the nation of His choice. Even after Paul, 
the chosen vessel to bring us blessing, had been called and 
commissioned, he dispensed the spiritual things of Israel 
(Rom. 15 :27), so that the natio~s were under obligations to 
repay the debt. Before the present secret economy came 
into exercise the highest place 1 accorded the nations was(\ the 
place of a guest (Eph. 3:12 not strangers) at Israel's table. 

Our position in regard to the Hebrew Scriptures is clear. 
Far from being shunned, they are full of instruction and 
comfort for us today. But this will come in far greater 
measure as we see their true scope and acknowledge their 
proper purpose. 

Isaiah's vision includes many nations and cities besides 
Judah and Jerusalem. There is the burden of Babylon, 
and of Moab, ·and of Damascus, and of Egypt, etc. Yet 
all of these are closely connected with the people and the 
land of Jehovah. It is not their blessing he records, but 
their punishment for their treatment of Judah and Jeru
salem. The only blessing which comes to the nations in 
Isaiah is that which overflows to them when Judah is blessed 
in the day of Jehovah. Such blessing as we know today, 
which arises out of Israel's apostasy is absolutely foreign 
to Isaiah and all the Prophets. It is a secret ofwhich they 
had not the slightest hint. 

JEREl\UAH 

Jeremiah, "Jehovah casts away" (cf. Jud. 15:17) is 
the key to the second book of the Prophets. He was "set 
over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and. to 
pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, 
and to plant." (Jer. 1 :10). He prophesied at the time 



20 The Prophets of the Captivity 
of the carrying away of captive Jerusalem. Like Isaiah, 

. he, too, prophesies against the enemies of Jehovah's people. 

EZEKIEL 

Ezekiel signifies "the tenacity of God". He is the prophet 
of the captivity. Hence his name does nut incorporate the 
covenant. title Jehovah, like Is~iah and Jeremiah, but the 
name El, 'Vho is God of all 'the nations. Hence, too, 
Ezekiel is called "son of man" or "son of Adam" as it is 
in the Hebrew, giving him a relationship to all mankind. 
Ali this is a token that Israel has wandered far from 
their land and their God. 

The three Major Prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel,. 
are a series in point of time, in depth of apostasy and in 
scope of restoration. Isaiah-wrotebefore the captivity and 
ended his message in the reign of the good King Hezekiah,' 
who was, perhaps, the finest figure of the vicarious suffer
ings of Messiah in the whole range of revelation~ It is 
fitting that this should be so, for Isaiah speaks of salvation. 
His future outlook takes in the day of Jehovah, but nothing 
beyond. 

Jeremiah was later than Isaiah and ends his message 
with the captivity of Zedekiah. 

Ezekiel does not begin to speak until after the captivity. 
His future outlook reaches beyond the thousand years to the 

. irru:ption of Gog and Magog. 



THE MINOR PROPHETS 

The twelve Minor Prophets were written on one scroll 
and reckoned as one book. As their names and order have 
not been disturbed in our Bibles, we need only point out, 
as nearly as we can, the significance oftheir names and the 
most notable indexes to their place and purpose. 

THE MINOR PROPHETS. 

HosEA: Israel's Relationship to God (conjugal) and 
Apostasy. 

JoEL: Day of Jehovah: All nations gathered in Val
ley of Jehoshaphat. 

· Axos: Removal to Babylon: Temple destroyed. 

OBADIAH: Doom of Edom. ~ 
Nations 

JoNAH : Nineveh escapes doom. 
MICAH: Jehovah's controversy with Israel. 

NAHUM: Nineveh doomed. } 
Nations 

HABAKKUK: Doom of Babylon. 
ZEPHANIAH: Jehovah's controversy with the' 

nations. 
HAGGAI: Return from Babylon: Temple filled with 

glory. 
ZECHARIAH: Day of Jehovah: All nations gathered 

around Jerusalem. 
MALACHT: Israel's Relations to God (elective) and Apos

tasy. 

The accompanying outline, prepared by one who has 
made a special study of these books, while somewhat beyond 
our present purpose, will help us, to see the significance of 
the titles. Half of these prophecies are Political in their 
burden, the other half deal with the Religious apostasy. 



~~ The Prophets of the Political Apostasy 
The first and last, Hosea and Malachi, trace Israel's 

relationship to Jehovah under two distinct figures, the former · 
. gives Him the place of a Husband, the latter makes ll~m 
their Father. But in both apostasy is apparent. · 

Amos and Haggai deal with the removal to and restora
tion from Babylon and the destruction and rebuilding of 
the temple. 

Joel and Zechariah deal with the day of Jehovah. Oba
diah pronounces the doom of Edom; Habakkuk gives Baby
lon's doom. Jonah and Nahum both are qccupied with 
Nineveh. Micah and Zephaniah detail Jehovah's contro
versy with Israel and the nations respectively. 

HOSEA 

As has been said, Hosea means salvation. This is not 
its only point of similarity to Isaiah, for both prophets 
spok~ during the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Heze
kiah; kings of Judah. The difference between them is sug
gest~d in the added fact that Hosea prophesied durip.g the 
days of Jeroboam, King• of Israel. Isaiah is concerned 
with Judah and Jerusalem: Hosea with Israel and Samaria. 
He addresses himself especially to the ten tribed kingdom. 

JOEL 

Joel, Jehovah is El, or God~ is full of predictions of that 
great and terrible day when the name will find its fulfilment. 
Jehovah the God of Israel will show Himself as the God 
of the earth when He ~ends forth the judgments foretold in, 
Jo-el. · 

AMOS 

Amos, or the Load, is a series of judgments culmin~ting 
in the captivity of Israel,.but 'closing with a glorious picture 
of their restoration. 

OBADIAH 

Obadiah. means slave o.f Jehovah. It is a judgment on 
Edom. for their violence against Jacob in their calamity, 
especially in the ~eat day of Jehovah; 



Israel's Religious Defection Exposed 
JONAH 

Jonah, a Dove, is especially concerned with Nineveh and 
Jehovah's dealing with it through His prophet. Without 
definitely stating the truth, the whole narrative is a most 
beautiful parable of Israel's mission to the other nations 
and its eventual accomplishment in spite of their backward
ness and rebellion. Infidels who scoff at Jonah in the myth
ical "whale" will find a much more difficult phenomenon to 
explain if they will only consider Israel among the nations, 
and their miraculous preservation as a national entity in 
spite of every effort to assimilate them. 

MICAH 

Micah, a contraction of "who is like Jehovah," gives His 
pleadings with Samaria, and Jerusalem. His prophecies 
of "the last days" are full of comfort to the people He had 
chosen. 

NAHUM , 

Nahum, meaning Repentance or Consolation, gives us the 
doom of one of Israel's enemies, the great city of Nineveh. 

HABAKKU~ 

Habakkuk, Embracing, is a pastoral prophecy. The 
prayer with which it closes seems to have been included in 
the temple liturgy. 

ZEPHANIAH 

Zephaniah, "whom Jehovah Hides", or Harbors, is much 
occupied with the day of Jehovah and its judgment on the 
enemies of Jerusalem, and closes with marvelous promises 
of restoration. 

HAGGAI 

Haggai, "Festival of Jehovah," is a post-exilic prophet, 
filled with encouragement and promises to the feeble rem
nant who returned from the captivity. It has, therefore, 
special reference to Judah and Jerusalem and the temple. 
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Israel is the Channel of Earthly Bliss 
ZECHARIAH 

. Zechariah, "Whom Jehovah Remembers," is, as his name: 
suggests, a prophet of the restoration, and is especially full 
·of that greater restoration which will come with M-e$siali's ' 
advent in glory. · . 

MALACHI 

Malachi,, "My Messenger," i!l the la_st of the pro~h~ts, 
and fitly introduces the messenger, John-the. Baptist, who is 
to introduce the greatest ()f all -the Pr!>phets to the people 
of the covenant. 

This. cursory glance at the prophets is sufficient to show 
that their testimony is centered in Judah and. Israel. The 
judgment of the other nations is based on their trea~ent 
of His people, and the futUre blessing· which lEI. iri store 
for them can come only with and through their blessing . 

• 



THE LITERATURE 

THE LITERATURE, or Writings, the third and last division 
of the books in the Hebrew canon has suffered far more 
than the others by displacement. The various books are 
scattered throughout the Prophetsl;---ehieflY! between the 
Early and Latter Prophets. The titles, too, have been 
much mistreated. 

The books may be arranged in three groups, according 
to their character, as follows: 

SPIRITUAL 

Praises (Psalms)-Worship. 
Rules (Proverbs)-Ethics. 
Job:_Philosophy. 

THE FIVE SMALL SCROLLS 

The Song of Songs-Love. 
Ruth-Friendship. 
How! (Lamentations)-Judgment. 
The Assembler (Ecclesiastes). 
Esther (a star)-Providence. 

Daniel. 

I HISTORICAL 

Ezra (including Nehemiah). 
Commentaries (Chronicles) • 
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26 Every Psalm has a Title 

PRAISES (Psalms) 

Our translators have rendered the Hebrew word which is 
the title of this book "praise" in all of its thirty occu.r
rences in the body . of the book.· · So it seems best to entitle 
it "Praises". The word "psalm" probably arose from the . i 
fact that these compositions were sung in the temple ritual, 
for the word refers to singing rather than to praise. lts 
verb is rendered "sing" twice (Ro. 15:9; 1 Cor. 14:15), 
and. "making melody" once (Eph. 5:19). Surely "Praises" 
is the one most suitable. title .to this marvelous collection of 
poems and hymns. Worship is its key note, the kingdom 
glories are its inspiration, the chosen .nation is its theme. 
Jehovah's dealings with His earthly saints and their expe-
riences of His mercy and justice provoke the praise of 
His great Name. 

As our theme is the outside of the scrolls, we have paid 
little or no attention to the inner divisions of the books. 
In the case of the Praises, however, it will pay us to take a 
glance inside at the headings to the various psalms~ For 
thousands of years they have bet;n an enigma. ·Only lately 
has the key been found to cle·ar up the confusion. It is at 
the close of Habakkuk. He closes his prophecy witli a 
psalm. The third chapter commences with 

A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shigionoth. 

Then we have the body of .the psalm itself, followed by 
the subscription: 

To the chief singer on my stringed instruments. 

We will find a similar inscription at the head of the 
fourth psalm, except that our translators have left the 
Hebrew "Neginoth" in place of "stringed instruments." But 
why should. it be at the head of the fourth psalm and at the 



The Five Books ,of the Psalms 
foot of Habakkuk's psalm? As the latter is at the very close 
of the prophecy there is no possibility of an error. Not 
so in the psalms. . · 

In the Hebrew text all the psalms and head lines rtin 
right on without a break. The mistakes have been made 
in separating the psalms one from anqther. The first part 
of the headline to the fourth psalnl is really the ~rubscrip
tion to the previous psalm. Psalm four should be headed 
"a Psalm of David," and should close with the first part 
of the heading of Psalm five: "To the chief Musician upon 
Nehiloth." ' 

And so for all the psalms. Each one has a heading. The 
assignment to the chief musician or Precentor is always a 
~ubscription and belongs to the previous psalm. Many 
manuscripts read "the first psalm" in Acts 18:83, which 
distinctly refers to what is now the second. There is no 
heading to the "second" psaln\, so it is a part of the first. 
The first and second psalm are one, and so throughout the 
collection, psalms without a headline belong to the. pre
vious number. 

The Massoretic (Traditional) Hebrew text also divides 
the psalms into five sections corresponding to. the five books 
of the Law. Such a division seems to be indicated in the 
text by the blessing and double amen with which the first 
three close. The fourth closes with "Amen, ·hallelujah." 
They are as follows (as numbered as present) : 

I. The Book of the Beginning. Ps. 1-41. 

II. The Book of the Names. Ps . .W-79. 

III. The Book of the Calling. Ps. 73-89. 

IV.· The Book of the Wilderness. Ps. 90-106. 

V. The Book of the Words. Ps. 107-150. 



28 · · The Small Scrolls 
RuLES (Proberbs) 

It is difficult to find a good English equivalent for the 
title of this book. It consists of six collections intended 
to serve as a manual of conduct in this worid. We would 
perhaps call it "Rules for Daily Living". Jehovah warns 
against the dangers which beset the feet' of His earthly 
people and urges them into the path of understanding and 
wisdom. The Praises guided them in their communion with 
Jehovah and the Rules directed them in their intercourse 
with each other. 

JoB 

Like all the scrolls which are designated by . the name of 
a man, the meaning of the name is the index ·to its con
tents. It means Enemy. Job is a concrete example of the 
work of the enemy. The philosophy of evil is discussed to 
a finish. His four friends make evil the consequence of· 
sin. Job maintains his innocence. Jehovah' vindicates him 
and blesses him far beyond what would have been possible 
apart from the affiiction he had endured. Evil is definitely 
designed by God to work out His beneficent purpose. Thus 
the philosophy of evil and enmity is fully elucidated ·in 
this book, as its title indicates. 

THE SMALL ScROLLS 

The Migilloth or Small Scrolls were read each year on 
the festivals in the order in .which they are here given: 

Passover The Song of Songs 
Pentecost Ruth 
Fast of the Ninth of Abib How! 
Tabernacles - The Assembler 
Purim - Esther 

Each one is a literary gem, full of the spirit of Jehovah, 
and, admirably adapted to meet and mould the social life 
of His people. · 



are Gems of Literature 

THE SoNG oF SoNGs 

(The Song of Solomon, or Canticles) 

The Song of Songs has for its subject the celebration of 
the love of Jehovah for His people. Often has that love 
found expression both in word and deed, but here it is pre
sented in the most exquisite and alluring of figures. 

RuTH 

Ruth, a Friend, deals most delightfully with the subject 
'of friendship and teaches as well the friendship of Jehovah 
for the aliens, whom He blesses through His chosen people. 
She becomes one of two alien women who are reckoned in 
the gealogy of our Lord. Thus shall the nations have 
their part in Him in the day when Israel is restored to 
blessing. 

How! (Lamentations) 

The title of this book is a word of very common occur
rence which our translators usually translate "How." It is · 
at once a question and an exclamation. Unlike the other 
small scrolls, it was read upon a fast (rather than a feast) 
day· which commemorates some of the calamities which 
have befallen the nation. · The great subject of divine judg
ment, which is the burden of this book, is the sufficient 
reason for its astonishing title . 

. THE AssEMBLER (Ecclesiastes) 

Coheleth, from cahal to assemble, suggests the English 
title Assembler. It was read at the great assemblies of the 
feast of tabernacles. The object of the assembling was . 
to consider and to justify the ways with the words of God. 



I 
I 

I 

I 

so The Closing Commentaries 
EsTHER (A Star) 

Esther is a marvelous manifestation of Jehovah's care 
over His people when their sun is set and they are in the. 
power of their enemies. Then He becomes their guiding 
.star,. shaping their way by means ~f a providence which 
never escapes His control. By the simplest and most in
signicant means He turns the fell designs of their enemies 
into a source of blessing. 

DANIEL 

Daniel, "God is Judge," is so appropriate a title that no· 
one can miss its aptness. As it is principally concerned 
with the nations during Israel's subjection to them, His 
title, as inCluded in the name is El-Dan-el- rather than 
Jehovah, Who does not deal with the other nations. Here 
we have God's judgment of Israel by the nations because 
of their apostasy from Him, and His judgment of the 
nations because of their mistreatment of His people until 
the. kingdom is once more in the hands of His saints. 

EzRA (including Nehemiah) 

Ezra, "He Helped" is the fit inscription to the history of 
Judah's restoration to their land and city and temple. 
The early Hebrew texts all include Nehemiah but the 
Greek version separates them. 

CoMMENTARIES oR WoRDS oF THE DAYs (Chronicles) 

We have chosen the title 1'Commentaries" as an English 
equivalent for the picturesque Hebrew "Words of the Days." 
The history is no more repetition of the books of Samuel 
and J{ings but a carefully prepared commentary on the 
same events as they appeared to the eye of Jehovah.· Many 
events which are assigned to human instrumentalities are 
here traced back to Jehovah. The purposes and counsels· 
of the heart are unveiled in this divine Commentary. 



THE· GREEK SCRIPTURES 

IN the interval between the last Hebrew prophet and the 
advent of the Messiah Whom they foretold vast changes 
took place in the apostate nation. The :fires of faith 
flickered feebly, yet flared up at times, especially under the 
leadership of the Maccabees. The Persian world empire 
was conquered by Alexander who overran the holy land, 
taking Jerusalem without a struggle. As a result of his 
conquests the Greek language was spread among all nations 
and became the common medium of communication for the 
people~ dwelling near the Mediterranean sea. The constant 
turmoil in the land of Israel, either from enemies without 
or traitors within, led many of the Jews to seek a home in 
other lands. Multitudes went to Egypt and dwelt there. 
Not only the Jews of this dispersion but those who re
mained in the land gradually took up the Greek language. 
Hence, when the Scriptures were translated into that tongue, 
the Hebrew text was soon left for the rabbis in the syna
gogues. The Greek translation took its place in common 
use. While some still retained a small smattering of the 
language of inspiration, the tongue of Jews became Greek. 
Our Lord and His disciples spoke Greek. Only occasionally 
they used a familiar word or phrase from the Aramaic, 
which was probably a corruption of the ancient Hebrew. 
So that, even if Paul had never written to those outside the 
pale of Israel, the Jews themselves could be reached only 
by the use of Greek. Only the learned were sufficiently 
acquainted with the Hebrew to read the prophets. 
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Doubtless it was God's plan to use this change in language 
to reach the other nations, as He afterward did through the 
apostle Paul. But the use of Greek was quite as necessary 
to reach the Jews themselves both in the land and among the 
dispersion. 

·Unlike the Hebrew, the headlines of the Greek text come 
to us without any authority at all. Some which are foundl 
in our English Bibles are positively mischievous, as, for 
instance, "The Revelation of St. John, the Divine." The 
true heading is found in the opening sentence: "The Un
veiling ofJesus Christ"~not St. John. Other headings are 
necessary conveniences. We can hardly do without them· in 
referring to the particular portions to which they are at
tached. For our purpose, however, we will need to consider . 
the opening lines of each book, for this is the .real, index 
of its contents. 

, The order of the books is not so uniformly fixed as with 
the Hebrew, so that the arrangement of our Bibles may be 
allowed to stand. One feature of all the Mss. is most 
notable. Pa.ul's epistles are always in one group in the 
order with which we are acquainted. However much. they 
may be shifted they always cling together. Hebrews is· 
sometimes associated with them, doubtless from the tradi
tion that Paul was its author. 

For· the first few centuries. these writings were each writ
ten on separate sheets or scrolls of papyrus and circulated 
as letters and pamphlets. It was not until the fourth cen
tury, when vellum volumes began to appear, that they were 
gathered together into one book~ These usually contained· 
other writings as well. The Codex Alexandrinus, for ex
a~ple, closed with. the Clementine epistles. In it James, 
Peter, John and Jude follow immediately after Acts-an 
order not to be despised. It is not wise, in view of the facts, 
to lay too much stress, or found any doctrine upon their 
present arrangement. 

With these facts before us we must not be too insistent 



34 Paul Follows Israel's Rejection 
on t]le order of the Greek Scriptures. The most impressive 
hint lies in the practical solidarity of Paul's epistles and 
their isolation froD;l the rest. ' . . 

The reason for this is. easily apprehended by the close · 
s'tudent. Paul's epistles are complete in themselves and 
the other writi:i.,gs are complete in themselves. Let the 
reader try the following experiment. Read the, entire Greek 
Scriptures through from Matthew to Revelation, omitting 
Paul's letters. It will be found a complete and elaborate 
development of the Hebrew Scriptures. All the promises 
and prophecies of the earlier revelation are fulfilled. 

The redemption of the earth through the nation of Israel 
is traced through their failure and apostasy to its fulfill
ment. Is the Hebrew revelation exclusive? So is the Greek, 
if we except Paul's epistles. All of the writings of the 
Circmi~cision-whether it be the accounts of Messiah's min
istry and rejection, or the ministry of His twelve apostles 
and its failure, the letter to the Hebrews or the epistles 
of James, Peter, John or Jude-all of the writings of the 
Circumcision concern the same people, the same land, the 
same promises, the same hope which is brought before us 
in the writings of Mos~es and the prophets. Blessing can 

· come to the earth only through them and subordinate to 
them. They are the royal priesthood through whom the 
balance of mankind may approach Jehovah and to whom 
all· nations must be subject. The sphere of all this is 
terrestrial, however heavenly in character the blessing may 
be. All depends upon tlie nation of Israel-it is the 
only channel of blessing. 

Now, if we turn to Paul's epistles, all this is reversed. 
Blessing flows from Israel's defection and is confined to the 
period of their rejection. It is not concerned with the earth. 
Its sphere of operation is in the heavens. Its object is their 
redemption by means of an election out of both Israel and 
the nations during tlie /era in which the Jew is set aside. 



The Rest Build on Her Restoration 85 
Its scope is universal: its grace is transcendent: its secrets 
sublime. 

Let. the student once see that the artificial division into 
"Old" and "New Testament" is false, let him prove to his 
own satisfaction that Matthew heralds the King foretold by 
the prophets, and John the Son of the Psalms, that the 
kingdom and priesthood of Israel are the controlling themes 
of the writings of the Circumcision apostles and that the 
Revelation is but the fulfillment of the promises from Gene
sis to Jude, and he will marvel at the wisdom of God in 
His plans for earth's redemption. All will be clear and un
confused. Difficulties· will disappear; doubts will depart; 
heart and head will bow and worship. 

Then, leaving all this to those for whom it is intended, 
let us descend into the depths with Paul and taste the grace 
which turns to those outside the covenant, to whom no 
promises were made; whose highest hope was to find some 
crumbs at Israel's overflowing board, and see them justified 
and reconciled-graces far more precious than could be 
brought to them through Israel's restoration. 

Then we receive a hope above and beyond the expectation 
of the earthly people. Grace places us out of reach of the 
awful judgments which alone can usher in the era oflsrael's 
bliss. 

But more than all, let us soar with the apostle in his 
Ephesian letter, into the celestial realms and the spiritual 
blessings which are ours in Christ. On earth we have no 
ri§hts-they belong to Israel. But in the heavens we attain 
the transcendent station reserved by grace· for those alone 
who have descended into the depths, who have no deserts, 
for in no other way can grace be glorified. 

From this exalted pinnacle ·of bliss we can look down upon 
the blessings of the Circumcision and see each one trans
muted into. celestial splendor for our sakes. Are they par
doned, or forgiven? We are justified, or vindicated ! Have 
they access into the temple courts? We approach the 



Paul Prepares for the Heavens 
Father Himself without the intervention of a priest. Do 
they look for Christ to come and reign over all the earth? 
We shall sit with Him on the throne of the universe I 

We are unutterably selfish. We want everything for our
selves. Like the dog in the fable, we leave ·our own for 
the shadow of another's food. If we but understood Paul's 
ministry nothing else would tempt us, for it is ,ao immeasur
ably above the ministries of the other apostles. 

Why . do we not consider others as well as ourselves? Is 
God no longer God outside of our sphere of blessing? .After 
the church which is Christ's body has joined Him in the 
celestial regions Jehovah takes up His people Israel once 
again and for a thousand years he fills ear.th with blessing 
through. their blessedness. Before that time He visits the 
earth with sore judgments and His people with untold trials. 
To what part of the Scriptures will they turn in their tribu
Jation? Should they do as we do and take what does not 
belong. t() them-should they turn to Paul's epistles they 
would be woefully misled. They would be looking for the 
Lord to come to the air to save them from the· tribulation 
when He had already come... He would seem to fail theni in 
their extremity. Paul s·peaks .of :peace and conciliation as 
God's attitude; but it will be the time .of God's·raging wrath. 
Paul heralds a heavenly destiny, whereas they would find 
.theirs on the· earth. The nations would look for a place of 
equality with the chosen people but they would be forced to 
acknowledge their inferior place. 

How disastrous to deport Paul's ministry into the day of 
the Lord! While seeming to be God's word it would fail at 
all points, and bring Him and His revelation 'into utter 
disrepute. . 

No less disastrous is it to dj.splace the epistles. of the Cir
cumcision. It is the prime cause ofthe cloudy, unsatisfac
tory apprehension of God's revelation which so distresses. 
God's saints. in these declining days of the dispensation. 
,Almost all of the errors .which have wrought havoc in the 



· Peter Inherits the Earth 87 
church have been due to deflecting to Peter where we should 
have appealed to Paul. 

The popular delusion of walking "in His steps" is based 
upon this misapprehension. Paul never saw our Lord 
until after His resurrection and glorificati~n. He never 
makes the earthly life of our Lord the pattern for the be~ 
liever. We are not orily risen but ascended. We are con
cerned with the celestial, not the terrestrial. 

Not so with Peter. He walked with His Lord and fol
lowed in His steps while He was still in His humiliation. 
He followed Him up to the glory, but no further. His whole 
ministry takes ~haracter from this fact just as Paul's is , 
charact~rized by the opposite fact. 

It is the same with John. He begins his epistle by intro.,. 
ducing the One "Whoin our hands have handled." Paul 
comes to a crisis when he no longer knew Christ "after thf 
flesh:' 

What is the reason for these totally different atmospheres, 
these divergent presentations of our Lord? Is it not that 
they are intended, in God's wisdom, for ·meeting entirely 
different circumstances, for effecting distinct objects, for 
illuminating the varied glories of our God? 

The two ·grand spheres of God's operations are pre
sented to us at the very threshold of revelation~ "In the 
beginning God created the heavens and the earth!' But, 
since He is Love, He must not only create but bless what 
He has made. Excepting Paul's epistles, the entire scope 
of the-Scriptures is occupied with His purposes regarding 
the earth, . and more especially with the channel through 
which He ~ill bring it about-ihe nation of Israel. Paul's 
letters deal with the ,heavens, and more particularly with 
the channel through' which God purposes to- bring His 
blessings to the celestial spheres-the church which is 
Christ's body. 

Having spheres so di1ferent and functions so diverse, 
why should we expect to find uniformity of method oriden
tity of truth? Does not the apostle himself insist that "the 

• 



38 Let us not Mis-''Apply" the Scriptures 
. glory M the celestial is one, but the glory of the terrestrial 
is another"? (l Cor. 15:40). · 

But let us found all on fact. To whom were Peter's and 
John's and James' letters written? We know that they were. 
of the Circumcision, that· Peter and John were the pillars 
to whom the gospel of the Circumcision was committed, yet 
we ought to be able to gather from the add:tess on their let-
ters for whom they were intended. · 

If it is true that they were of the Circumcision and wrote 
for them then we must find • uniform evidence to show that 
each one addressed his letters to the Circumcision. Peter's 
minis~ry was distinct from John's and both . di:ffet• from 
James', but they should have this in common-they should 
all b~ addressed to those who are bound together by the 
phy>Sical bond of Circumcision. 

From our exalted vantage ·we can not only· apprehenQ. 
our own supernal blessing but are in a position to appre
ciate Jehovah's ways with His terrestrial people lmtel. 
Having so rich a treasure ourselves we do .not feel the need 
of filching theirs from' them. We rejoice in the manifesta
tion of His mercy in the mission of Christ even th~ugh we ' 
are constrained to acknowledge that He was a Minister of 
the Circum.ci1ion for the truth of God (Rom. 15 :8). We 
marvel at the forbearance shown in lingering .over the 
apostate nation .which had rejected and crucified their Mes
siah and which seals its doom by despising the repeated 
message of pardon as recorded in the book of Acts. · We 
recognize . that the epistle to the Hebrews fits th~ . ne~d of 
the faithful who did not apostatize in that day. ,w~·krip\v 
that they will yet be grafted back into their own .6live tree 
and received back into favor (Rom. 11 :12, 24), and that, 
after we are gathered together unto Him, they will need 

" the help and comfort which James (who writes 'to the twelve 
tribes) and Peter (who writes to the dispersion) and John 
and Jude are especially ~tdapted to give, them. "Apply" 
these epistles today and they are a misfit. In that day 

-they will be an imperative necessity, and we wonder at the 
wisdom with which they. are written. 

" 



THE SCRIPTURES FOR THE 
CIRCUMCISION 

That the great, bulk of revelation is concerned with, the 
nation of Israel is true not only of the Hebrew Scriptures 
but of the Greek as well. Not that it is concerned with them 
alone and the other nations not at all, but that they receive 
the first and foremost place and the res~ a secondary and 
subordinate one. "Jesus Christ was a Minister of the Cir
cumcision, for the trutlt of God to confirm the promises 
made unto the fathers, and that the natioris might glorify 
God for His mercy. with His people." (Rom. 
15 :8-10). The twelve apostles continued this ministry, 
and P~ter, James and John are expressly said to confine 
themselves to the Circumcision. Paul writes to the Gala
tians: "When they saw that" the gospel of the On circum
cision was committed unto me, as that of the Circumcision 
to Peter (for He that wrought effectually in Peter to the 
apostleship of the Circumcision also wrought effectually 
in me toward the nations)-and when James, Cephas and 
Jqhn, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that 
was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right 
hand of fellowship; that me should be for the nations and 
they for the Circumcision." 

Let us remember, however, that the term "Circumcision" 
includes proselytes such as Cornelius, (Acts 10:1-48), who, 
in order to share Israel's blessings, submitted to this fleshly 
rite. 
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From these clear statements it is evident that the ac~ounts .. 

\of our Lord;s life, us~ally called the "gospels" and the 
ministries of Peter, James an'd. John, both in the Acts and 
in their epistles, are djsti~ctly limited to the f~vored 
nation whose flesh bore the seal of Jehovah's covenant. As 
He~re'Ws is written to' the' Hebrews and Jude was one of 
the Circum.cision, we ~re doubly assur~d that Pa'ul alone 
wrote for the, Uncircumcision, though his ministry was. 
shared by Barnabas and Timothy and Titus, as well· as _ 
many others.· 

T,4e writings. for the Circumcision; like the Hebrew Scrip
ture&; fail, into two great divisions, Historic and 'Prophetic. 

. The historjcal record 'of the ministry of Messiah ~nd His' 
apostles in the so-called Oospels and the bdok of Acts; 
repeats. the sad ~ale of declension, defection an,cl.apostasy 
which is characteristic of their course from Moses _u; the 
close of the book of Kings. But the epistles, and the apoca
lypse, like the ancient p,rophets, . present a splendid spec~· 
tacle of future glory. . . 

Each of these two divisions is again divided . into two 
classes. I:p. the Gospels .the Kingdom is rejected through 
the crucifixion of the King. In the Acts it is. :finally refu!!ed 

· by the failure of the ministry . of HitJ apostles. The epistles 
present the. Kingdom in cfutant prospect;. the apocalypse 
presents it coming in power. · . 

Of old. they rejected Jehovah and His prophets. Now 
they reject .the Lord and His .apostles. The Kingdom ·is 
proclaime~ by tAe Messiah and · they cru~~fy Him. · In 
mercy it is. again: proclaimed by His apostles in the book 
of Acts1 only to be once more rejected. . . · . . 1 .. · 

·The treatises of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are a 
fourfold presentation' of Messiah's ministry '!;o Israel and 
its rejection. His cry. upon . '!:he cross, ''Father, fo"give · 
them, they ·lqJ.ow not what they do !" onc.l:l more opened the 
door into _the Kingdom and they wander for fort;y years 
in the desert of unbelief, as recorded in A~ts. · 
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Those individuals in the nation who believed the procla

mation of the kingdom are exhorted to patient continuance 
in faith in view of its postponement in the book of He
brews. Their trials in the past as well as the trials which 
await His earthly people when the Kingdom is set· up in 
powe.r in the day or the Lord are made. the basis of the 
epistles of James, Peter, John and Jude. 

The Revelation or Unveiling of Jes1,1s Christ is the crown
ing prophecy of the Circumcision series, and details the 
conflict of Israel with the nations and the realization of 
all the prophecies and promises of the Hebrew scriptures. 

THE u GOSPELS" 

It has been the ,usual custom simply to prefix the name 
of the author to each of the four accounts of our Lord's 
life thus: "According to Matthew", "According to Mark", 
"According to Luke", and "According to John". Lately 
the editors of the . text have prefixed the word "Gos
pel" or evangel as a sort of general title to them all. So 
long as this does not mislead us into the belief that tht:y 
are, or contain, the gospel for us today no.serious objection 
could be offered. It does lead, however, to the hazy impres
sion that we must look to these for the gospel of salvation. 

The good news or evangel contained in these recqrds of 
our Lord's earthly ministry is strictly confined to the King
dom foretold by the prophets. Christ was not sent to the 
nations but to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. (Matt. 
15:24). 

While the four accounts differ in many details they all 
have the same underlying subject-the earthly miriistry of 
Jesus, the Messiah-and all pursue a similar plan in its 
unfolding. They refer us to the fortieth of Isaiah in in
troducing the forerunner, John the Baptist. Then Mes
siah's public ministry to the apostate nation follows His 
anointing and is closed by a quotation from the sixth 



Messiah's Ministry to Israel· 
chapter of the same prophet. This is followed by His 
private ministry to His disciples, His betrayal, death and 
resurrection. The four accounts agree in presenting these · 

' great features of the common subject-Messiah's ministry. · 
Our Lord Himself confirmed this limitation of His min
istry on various ·occasions. "I am not sent," said He, "but 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." (Mt, 15 :24). 
He warned the twelve when He sent them forth, not to go 
to the Samaritans . • He Hims_elf ne.ver went. outside the 
boundaries of the land until after His resufrrection and 
ascension. 

· The quotations fr.om Isaiah are in themselves sufficient 
evidence. It is Israel whose heart has become far· and 
whose ears are heavy and whose eyes are closed. .Their 
land has been laid desolate. A remnant of them ·is being 
gathered back at this very time. None of this can even 

. be "applied" to· the "church/' Why, even the chapter head
ings over the sixth of Isaiah tell us that "He. sheweth the 
obstinaqy of the people unto their ·desolation", and we 
may rest assured that "the people" the translators had in 
mind was the Jews, not the "church." The refusal of 
Messiah's ministry ·to Israel calls down the doom so long 
before pronounced upon them by the prophet. Is- this 
"gospel"? These "gospels" contain the evangel of the · 
Kingdom but this is limited to a few of their earlier chap-. 
ters. It did not take long for them to re,fuse it. Then it 
is . no longer proclaimed and the narrative ·occupies .us 
with the rejected Messiah and His descent to the·. cross. 

While the four accounts of orir Lord's life have a com
mon theme and a common plan, each is burdened with its 
own distinctive aspect of His glory. The attentive reader 
needs·. but to read. the opening words of 'each to gather 
the gist of its contents. . Matthew mentions the names of 
David arid Abraham and thus intimates that the One he 
presents is heir to both the throne .and the ~and. . Luke 
takes us back still further to Adam. He presents the Son 
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of Adam, the suffering Seed and the Sovereign of all Man
kind. 

Both Mark and John present us with the Son of God: 
Mark in His service for man and John in His ministry 
for God. 

The four-fold presentation of Messiah's ministry gives 
us every aspect of His work in connection with the estab
lishment of the Kingdom. His relation to Israel as their 
King is first presented in Matthew, His work of restora
tion in Mark, His suffering for all mankind in Luke and 
His priestly relation to God in John. 

The four aspects of our Lord's life are presented to us 
in the Hebrew Scriptures under the figure of the Branch. 
Jeremiah tells us of the Branch of David, as He is pre
sented in Matthew's account (Jer. 23 :5-6): 

Behold, the days come, saith Jehovah, 
That I will raise up unto David a righteous Branch, 
And a King shall reign and prosper, 
And shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. 
In His days Judah shall be saved, 
And Israel shall dwell safely: 
And this is His name whereby He sh~ll be called: 
"Jehovah, our righteousness." 

Mark's account is summarized in the exclamation, "Be
hold, I will bring forth My Servant, the Branch." (Zech. 
3 :8). This was said to Joshua, the high priest, who is 
himself a figure of "the Man whose name is the Branch." 
Zech. 6:12). John's account is referred to in Isaiah. (Isa. 
4:2-4): 

In that day shall the Branch of Jehovah be beautiful and glorious, 
And the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely 
For them that are escaped of Israel. 
And it shall come to pass 
That he that is left in Zion, 
And he that remaineth in Jerusalem shall be called holy, 
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Even everyone that is written among the living in Jerusalem; 
When Adonahy shall have washed away the filth of the daughters 

of Zion 
And shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst 

thereof 
By the spirit of judgment, 
And by the spirit of burning. 



THE' FOUR .AOC9UNTS 

MATTHEW 

. The robes. of royalty inve.st the first. a~corint ·of our :Lord's 
, life. He is the Son of David, who, in ·the genealogy, is called 
the king. The genealogy itself is put forward imme

. diately to prove His claim to the throne of His father David. 
The incidents. a~tending His birth are all associated with 
the nobility of the earth. The wise men came to acknowl
edge the J(ing and Herod so~ght to 13lay Hill':l beca'jlse of 
His. royal right~. When .He· announces the Kingdo~ . He: 

. lays down i~ laws and empowers His. disciples to·proclaim 
it likewise. . ., <~ , . , • · 

This ac~ount ~~o~e USe!l the phrase ''kingdom of .the 
heavens", a distinct ref~rence to .the prophet Daniel, whb 
was told that "in the days of these kings shall the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom . . :•. (Dan. 2:44) .. ·. It is 
only as .we ·intel'pret the parables it contaili~ of ·this Wng
dom that their. real significance is discovered. Let us not 
associate them with a mYthical "kingdom" in existence now 
uistead · of that fu:ture , rd.gn predicted · by Daniel and· 
definitely assigned to a'' time' su'!>seqlient to the ove~throw 
of all earthly sovereignty. They trace the history of this· 
kingdom from the time of. its procLiination by the King~ 
through its rejection, 'to its realization at His. return in 
power at the end of this eon. . This account carries ·us. 
into the very kiugdom itself in anticipation when :He told. 
the.m "All au~ority is .given unto ·Me in heaven and on 
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. earth." The commission which follows is emphatically tht ~ · , 
~ingdom commission founded on the presence of the King 
It cannot be fulfilled during His .11bsence. · 

Let us steadfastly refuse to be drawn into the insidious 
''application" of this Ipngdom to God's present work of 
grace. Nothing, not even t~ rejection of His claim to 
the throne of David, will so obscure and eclipse His glory 
as the King of Israel. Let us insist that, in God's good 
time, the kingdoms of this w~rld-Great Britain, Ger
many, the United States, France, Turkey, India, China, 
Japan and all the rest.,-all tliese shall be displaced by the 
imperial sway of the Son of Man and Israel will have the 
highest place under the Son of David. 

MARK 

If the writer of Matthew was a taxgatherer and a traitor 
to the royal hopes of Israel before his call, the· writer of 
Mark was the most distinguished example of what a ser
vant ought not to be. Paul would· not have him with him 
(A c. 15 :88). Yet he is chosen to portray. God's Son as 
the .Servant.' Without a genealogy or any introduction He 
goes to work immediately and keeps at it, witli brief inter:-. 
vals of . rest until He sits down at ·the right hand of God 
(16:19), His work accomplished. . ' . 

The attitude of the Servant of Jehovah tow41rds the 
other. nations is revealed in the story of the Syrophenici'!-n ~ 
woman (7:26). She besought Him that He would cast out 
the demon out of her daughter. · But He said to her, "First 
let the children be satisfied, fo~ it is not nice to take the., 
children's bread and cast it· to the puppies." Yet sh~ 

· answers, saying to Him, ''Yea, Lord, and the pp.ppies un~ 
derneath the table eat of thelittle children's scraps.'~ She 
took her proper place and received the blessing. If she 
had claimed the same food as the offspring (the Lord uses 
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a special word for "children") she would have received 
nothing but a rebuke. But when she acknowledged her 
inferior position in the kingdom she gets her share of 
blessing. Had we any place in that kingdom this would be 
our portion: under the table feeding on the scraps which 
Israel drops. Now, however, when the table is bare and 
Israel has nothing, we find ourselves in a totally different 
place as set forth in Paul's epistles. As the proselytes to 
Judaism from among the other nations, such as Cornelius, 
had the standing of servants, this account of our Lord's 
ministry is especially suited to them. Many of its Jewish 
expressions are interpreted, and its idioms accommodated 
to the understanding of the Roman reader. 

LUKE 

The broader outlook and vaster range of human sym
pathy found in Luke's account are foreshadowed by the 
genealogy, which stretches clear back to the first man 
Adam. In this account He is preeminently the Man, the 
only One of the human race Who bears the name without a 
blush. He is the Son of Adam come to seek and to save 
that which Adam lost. And He will find it and deliver it. 
He will undo the effects of Adam's sin and restore to 
humanity the sovereignty over the lower orders which 
Adam forfeited. He will deliver them froin the effects of· 
sin in all its phases. This is the Man the world should 
be waiting for. Repentance and remission of sins is not 
confined to the favored nation, but is to be preached to the 
whole human race, beginning at Jerusalem. All the nations 
are to be blessed through Israel. The fulfillment of this 
commission is given us in the book of Acts, which speaks 
of Luke's account as "the former treatise." From Jerusa
lem the message spread to all Judea, and to Samaria. It 
was taken up by Paul in his early ministry to the nations, 
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but was later displaced by the gospel of God, iri which 
repentance is displaced by faith ·and remission by justifica
tion. Like the other "gospels" Luke hinges all on ~srael's 
blessiug. While Israel is set aside for the time {Rqm. 
11 :14) this ministry waits until their restoration to Jeho
vah's favor. · 

JOHN 

l ~lelight to think of John's account of our Lord's minis
try as it is· unfolded to us in these simple words: "He 
came from God and went to. God" ( J n. 13 :3). We find 
Him in the beginning with God. · Then He come$ to His 
own but His own people do· not receive Him. .Hence the · 
balance of the book is occupied with His jou~ney back to 
God. If we compare .this return with the path of the Jlriest 
into the tabernacle we cannot but be struck with the simi
larity. After His . rejection . He speaks of His sacrifice. 
The corn of wheat falls into the ground and dies (12 :24). 
Then He washes His disciples' feet, unlike, indeed, the 
priests ~f oid, who washed only their own feet at the laver. 
Then He enters the holy place with His disciples, teaching 
thehl ·the ·truth of the table of shew bread in the parable 
of the vine, arid promising the spirit, which is the anti-
. type of the seven branched lamp stand. In the seven
teenth chapter He enters beyond the veil into the holy of 
holies. Then it was th11t He went forth to· His death and 
became the Victim on the brazen altar. 

The seven signs in this account are especially intended 
to CO)lvince readers of the Hebrew Scriptures that Jesus 
is the Messiah, the Son of God (20:30-81). The marriage 
-at Cana of Galilee (2:1) prefigures the Wedding of the 
Lambkin in the day of Jehovah. The healing of the 
nobleman's son ( 4 :46), the curing of the impotent· man 
{5 :I),.. the. feeding of the five thousand ( 6 :1), the still~ng 
,of the storm (6:14), the opening of the blind man's eyes 
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( 9) and the raising of Lazarus ( 11) all signify and certify 
to the nearness of the kingdom foretold by the prophets 
which commences, indeed, with the resurrection of all the 
saints of the Circumcision and banishes all blindness, impo
tence and disease from the people because ·of His power 
over the forces of nature. · 

The fact that this gospel is for the whole world does not · 
in the least discount the further truth that it can only be 
administered through the Circumcision. John, in his first 
epistle includes the whole world, but in its very expression 
shows that the priority of Israel is not lost sight of for a 
moment. "He is the propitiation," he says, "for our sins: 
and not for ours only, but also for the whole world (I Jn. 
2 :2). The overflowing blessing of John's gospel must 
not be confounded with the transcendent ministry of the 
apostle Paul. Israel's spiritual blessings will spread over 
the whole world when they are blessed, but have no channel 
while they are cast aside. 





THE-WRITINGS OF THE 
CIRCUMCISION 

THE ACTS 

WERE the opening words of the book of Acts· weighed as 
they should be it would revolutionize the creed and course of 
Christendom. It is a continuation of the proclamation of the 
kingdom; the creeds connect it with the inception of the 
church. The accounts of our Lord's life did not complete 
thekingdom ministry. He chose commissioners or apostles 
to carry it on after His ascension. The book of Acts is. an 
account ·of the kingdom ministry as carried on by those 
chosen by the Lord, in the po~er of the holy spirit. It 
takes up the thread of what Jesus began to do and teach and 
continues the same teaching and the same .operations to the 
very end. . 

Cluist heralded the kingdoJl1· to Israel. He accompanied 
His _proclamation ·with signs ·and marvels in the land of 
Israel. The apostles enlarged the sphere of its proclamation 
as He instructed them, but the very same kingdom which 
the nation had refused was again proclaimed by the authority 
of the risen King. · 

Both Luke and Acts we~e written for Theophilus. Luke 
is called "the former account of what Jesus began both to do 
and teach." Hence Acts may well be regarded as a sequel 
to Luke's account. It h~s the same sympathetic breadth, 
deal~ng with the human aspect of the kingdom. It also 
continues the ministries contained in the other accounts, 
as the close stud~t ·will discern when he seeks t~ analyze 
the addresses it contains~ The apostles' acts are based on 
the various commissions which our Lord gave them while 
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still with them. Only such commissions as the last kingdom 
commission (Mat. 28:19-20), which is not in ex:ercise until 
Christ takes His great power and reigns (Rev. 11 :17), are 
absent from their ministry. 

For forty days He was with them .and spoke of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom. As a result they wished to know 
whether the kingdom would be restored at that· time. This 

·question and the answer flashes its light upon the very heart 
of the book. "It is not for you to know " They 
were to go on proclaiming the kingdom in ignorance of the 
effect of their ministry. If it had been God's will to restore 
the kingdom then, doubth:ss He would have encouraged 
their hearts by assuring them of the success of their procla
mation. · The inference is all too clear: the book of Acts 
is an account of the rejection of the kingdom after it had 
already been refused and the King crucified. They were to 
receive power, not to rule, as when the kfngdom is estab
lished, but to be witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria 
and to the limits of the earth. This would, of course, in
clude the other nations, but only as proselytes, like Corne
lius ( 10:1-48) under the ministry of Peter or as ·guests 
(Eph. 2 :12) and debtors (Rom. 15 :27) under the ministry 
of Paul. 

Peter is the central figure in the first half of the bOok; 
Paul becomes more and more prominent in the latter half. 
He duplicates every sign or miracle which Peter performed, 
yet his ministry in the book ·of Acts is consistently con
fined to the kingdom, as it was to be proclaimed among the 
nations. It is only at the very close that he turns from the 
apostate nation and quotes Isaiah's prediction against them. 

HEBREWS 

When the nation of Israel rejects the repeated proclama
tion and is thrust aside to give place .to the present grace, 
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as dispensed. in Paul's later epistles, what becomes of the 
individuals in the nation who received the message of our 
Lord and His disciples? Some, we know, like Paul, were 
incorporated in the new body, in which all physical dis
tinctions vanish. But the great bulk of the believers among 
the Circumcision never became members of Christ's body 
and still clung to the Kingdom. What is to be done with 
them now that. the Kingdom is in abeyance? 

· The epistle. to the Hebrews answers this question. That 
they are the believers of the book of Acts is evident from 
many allusions. That they are Hebrews is manifest, not 
only from the title (which may not be inspired) but from 
the opening' words as well as the tenor of the whole epistle. 
"God," we read "spake • • • unto the fathera by the 
prophets." Apart from the fact that tbis cannot refer to 
any nation except the Hebrews, we are assured in Romans . 
(9:5) that the possession of the fathers is one of their pe-
culiar privileges. .• . . . 

The epistle to the Hebrews read in this light-as w:ritten 
to Hebrews whose faith was sorely tried by the postpone
ment of the kingdom-Will yield rich and satisfactory . re
sults. They· are led step by step to 'see that this is no 
new thing. ·Israel has always failed as a nation through 
lack of faith. Nor is thei:r position a new one. There has 
always been a remnant who were true to Jehovah who died 
in faith not having received the promises. They are added 
to this great class. They are like the sons of Israel when· 
Moses led ~em out of the land of Egypt. Only those who bc.J 
lieved entered the land. So they. are exhorted to faith like 
the worthies of old. 

To appeal to this epistle for truth for the present time 
can lead only to the dimming or denial of the transcendent 
grace in which we share. If those who had the faith of the. 
kingdom apostatize what can there be but judgment? But 
th~se today who believe God ca,n get nothing but grace. 
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THE EPISTLE OF JAMES 

How can we mistake the plain directions on James' en
velope? 

To THE TwELVE TRIBES IN THE DISPERSION 

The "twelve tribes." What twelve tribes? Four times 
do we read of twelve tribes. Twice we are assured that the 
twelve apostles will sit on twelve thrones "judging" the 
twelve tribes of Israel (Mt. 19:28; Lu. 22:30). Is there 
any other nation which could possibly be intended? The 
na:mes of the twelve tribes of the ,sons of Israel are on the 
portals of the new Jerusalem. 

Should we not pray to God to give us grace to acknowledge 
that He never speaks of any other twelve tribes but those 
of His chosen nation? This .letter is not addressed to any 
other tribe of any other nation. 

But it is not addressed to the whole nation for it is lim
ited to "the dispersion." Who are they? Some of the nation 
dwelt in the land Jehovah had given them. Others dwelt 
in :foreign countries. These were given the special title of 
the diaspora, or "the dispersion." 

Our Lord told the Jews: "Y e shall seek Me, and shall not 
lind Me, and where I am ye cannot come." He spoke of His 
return to the Father, but they asked themselves "is He 
about to go to the Greek dispersion and to teach the Greeks?" 
(Jno. 7:35). This Greek dispersion is spoken of in Acts 
6 :1; 9:29; 11 :20, being there translated "Grecians." They 
were Jews affecting the speech and culture of the Greeks 
among whom they lived. They retained this name even 
after they returned to the land of their fathers, for their 
customs and speech were quite distinct from the Jews of 
the land, so that some o£ the dispersion to whom James wrote 
lived in Greece. In fact, they were dispersed all over the 
known world. But, just as it is today, their race marks 
cannot be eradicated, no matter where they are. They cling 
to the sacred rite given to tnem by their father Abraham. 
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To them the sonship, the glory, the covenants, the law, 
the liturgy, the promises all belong. (Ro. 9:4). 

Shall we filch this letter from them, or shall we ieave it 
for them, and enjoy the rare wisdom it contains, and glorify 
God for its perfect adaptation to them at the time when 
they will so sorely need its teachings? "James" is the same 
name as Jacob. Perhaps we have erred in suggesting it 
was written to the .twelve tribes of Israel: rather it was 
written to the twelve tribes of Jacob-the supplanter. 
His descendants are seen in this epistle in the same charac
ter in which he excelled before divine grace had taught 
him his own crookedness and helplessness and changed' his 
name to Israel-a Prince of EI. 

B~sides, James writes in the character of a slave. As 
such he addresses them because th~y, too, are viewed as in 
the sphere of service. All is considered in this light. Jus
tification is not viewed from the Divine standpoint, but 

. from the human; not from grace but from works ; not from 
the unconditional covenant with Abraham (Gen. 17.) to 
which Paul refers (Rom. 4:13); but to the trial of his faith 
(Gen. 22), when his faith was perfected by his works. 
(Ja. 2:22). 

We find, then, that James wrote to the twelve tribes out
side the land. His own name, J acol:i, is the key to their 
spiritual condition, and the entire epistle is tinged with 
this. It is the lowest of the letters. He never calls them 
saints, but "sinners" (Ja. 4:8). They are under law (4:11). 
They are friends of the world ( 4 :4). They have forsaken 
the land for gain ( 4:13). They heap up treasures for the 
last days. Judgment awaits them from the hand of Jeho-
vah of Hosts (5:4). ' 

Does not this fit the Jew in the impending tribulation, 
when they forsake the land for Babylon and wax wealthy 
by their wicked speculations? 

0ur translators, in their endeavor to conceal its true char
acter from us, translate sunagoge "assembly" ( J a. 2 :2) 
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though they never so rende~ it elsewhere in its more ·than 
fifty occurrences. It was written to the twelve tribes, and 
they Worshiped in a synagogue. 



PE'TER'S EPISTLES 

Turning now to Peter's first epistle we find the address 
as follows: 

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the chosen 
expatriates of the dispersion of Pontus, Gala
tia, Cappadocia, the province of Asia, and 
Bythinia, according to . the foreknowledge of 
God the Father, for obedience and sprinkling 
of the blood of Jesus Christ. · 

Our version translates "strangers" here but "pilgrims" 
in chapter 2:11 (where it uses "strangers" for another 
word) and Heb. 11 :13, the only other occurrences. It is 
a form of the word "public", and refers to a foreigner liv
ing among an alien people, Our word "expatriates" is. very 
close lo the me'aning intended. 

Peter limits his letter even more than James. The whole 
tone· of his introduction is distinctly more spiritual. Jacob 
was Israel's physical name; Peter is Simon's spiritual 
name. He writes to the "elect"; James to all in the twelve 
tribes. 

There are two dispersions spoken of in the Scriptures. 
Our Lord spoke of those who had left the land, doubtless 
for mercenary reasons, for the religious Jew had no right 
to leave the land and allotment Jehovah had given to him. 
Of such were Paul's parents, Jews of Tarsus. We cannot 
help contrasting his father with Peter's, who was in God's 
appointed place. 

The o,ther dispersion was of an opposite character. Un
faithfulness led many away from Jehovah's land: but later 
faithfulness drove many away from their patrimony. 
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Stephen's martyrdom proved a crisis for many in Israel. 

Those in Jerusalem, except the apostles~ were driven 
throughout Judea and Samaria (Acts 8 :1-4). Some went as 
tar as Venice and Cyprus and Antioch, preaching the word 
to none but llJlto Jews only. ~ter some spoke to the 
Hellenists also {Acts IO:i~20). The reason th~re ·was 
no outcry against this procedure, as when Peter preached 
to Cornelius, lies in the fact that these Hellenists or 

'. 

· "Grecians", though they di4 not follow the customs as ·the 
true Jews did, were of the· Circumcision and t;he stock of · 
Israel and not aliens of the other nations, not Greeks. 

, Peter undoubtedly :Writes. to- this second dispersion. · It 
. is only as we, in spi#t, enter into their experiences that we 
. can appreciate thi11 epistle. A letter written to us is easy 

to understand. Th~ references· to our own life arid affairs 
are a part of us and we cannot miss their point. A lettt;r 
written to _another is ll!-Ore difficult to apprehend. Our 
co~prehension is limite4 by our acquaintance with the re
cipient and his priv-ate circumstances. 

To illustrate: Their allotment, or "inheritance" in the 
land has been spoiled a~d defiled and has faded quite away 
so far as their enjoyment of it is concerned. They have 
been chased from it. But they have .a living expectation, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, of obtaining a 
better allotment, kept in heaven for them. · -

Who cannot see, in the opening strain of Peter's letter, 
a distinct allusion ·to the exod,u8, when the nation, having 
been chosen' in the patriarchs, with the foreknowledge of 
their deliverance and destiny, a sep'arate or sanctified peo-' 
pie ~ Goshen, sprinkle the blood of the lamb in obedience 
to Jehovah's command? In spirit Israel has come to 
precisely the same crisis once mo~e. They are in· the 
midst of the wilderness. The allotment lies ahead to 
cheer them in their manifold trials. They are redeemed, 
not ·with corruptible things as silver and gold (Ex. 
80:11-15'1) not with the "atonement money" but with the 
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precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and 
without spot. 

They .are the regeneration of which our Lord spoke 
(Mt. 21:28, l Pet. 1 :23). 

Even if the address on Peter's first epistle had been 
obliterated and it had been sent to the dead letter office, 
there is abundant internal evidence to insure its proper 

. delivery and to keep us from "appropriating" it io our
selves. People smile wheri we speak of the legal penalty 
attached to the stealing of mail matter. If this is the case 
with our letters, which are of so little importance, is it not 
tremendously serious when we. dare to tamper with God's? 

Surely we cannot forget His words to Moses at the foot 
of Sinai: "Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and 
tell the sons of Israel: 'Y e have seen what I did unto the 
Egyptians and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and 
brought you to Myself; now, therefore, if you will hear 
My voice, indeed, and keep My covenant, then ye shall 
be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all the peoples; for 
all the earth is Mine: and ye shall be unto Me a kingdom 
of priests, and a holy nation.' These are the words which 
thou, shalt speak unto. the sons of Israel.'' 

Internal evidence shows that Peter wrote to "'A chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peaple 
secured for Himself' .. which once were 'not a ·peo
ple' but now are 'the people of God', which 'had not 
obtained mercy' but 'now have obtained mercy.'" (Ex. 
19:5-6, Hos. 1:9-10, 2:23, I Pet. 2:9-10). 

Such a multitude of marks of identification should surely 
keep us straight. We are not a ''generation',' or a "priest
hood," or a "nation" or a "peculiar people." 

Let us suppose that Moses did as we do today and 
"applied". all this to the Amorite and the Moabite and the 
Canaanite and the Egyptians ! But such crimes may go 
unpunished only in a day of grace, not at the foot of Sinai. 

Though the "church which is His body" is largely taken 
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out from among the nations, it cannot be a nation in any 
sense of the word. Though we have access into God's 
presence which no high priest in Israel ever knew, yet we 
approach ourselves, not for others. We are not priests in 
any way. Priesthood pertains only to the sons of Israel. 
Though we come from the peoples and may be called a 
people, we are not, we cannot rob Israel of the peculiar 
place accorded them by Jehovah. 

But many will take refuge in the statement "which in 
time past were not a people, but are now the people of 
God." Surely, some will protest, this must refer. to the 

. Gentiles! It is a quotation from Hosea. The whole first 
chapter should be read to get the connection. Israel and 
Judah are the subjects before the prophet. The prophet's 
children are named as representative of the nation. "Then 
said He, 'call his name "Lo:-ammi", for ye are not My 
people, and I will not be your God. Yet the sons of Israel 
shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured 
nor numbered; and it shall come to pass that in the place 
1vhere it was said unto them "Y e are not My people" it 
shall be said tmto.them "the sons of the living God".' Then 
shall the sons of Israel and the sons of Judah be gathered 
together . . ." , 

Can this refer to the nations? While the nations were 
always. "Lo-Ammi, this re~ers to the time when Israel, 
too, was so far estranged from Him that He repudiated 
them. But the promise of becoming His people again does 
not refer to the nations but to His apostate people, Israel. 

But what of the quotation in the ninth chapter of Ro
mans? It certainly !Seems as though this passage is ~pplied 
to the nations there. The subject of the chapter is God's 
sovereignty. The passages· which are quoted are intro
duced by the connective "acc;ording as". T~at is, they 
are not cited as fulfilled but as illustrative. In Peter the 
quotation is introduced very differently: "Y e are", "once 
ye were". That is, Peter gives a: scripture and its fulfill-
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ment, Paul illustrates his theme by a passage in harmony 
with his argument. 

While the statement immediately preceding this quota
tion -"Even us, whom He hath called, not of the Jews 
only, but also of the Gentiles"--'while this seems to us to 
be a direct reference to the salvation of the nations, it is 
evident from the next verse that this is only on ac
count of our bias, and that he has no idea of changing it 
from its plain intent in Hosea. He continues "Yet Isaiah 
is crying concerning Israel"-which, if read with the em
phasis on Israel, as indicated in the Greek, will give us 
the proper impression that Hosea, too, has been speaking 
of Israel, and the apostle takes it for granted ·that we 
are acquainted with that fact, as we certainly ought to be. 

This ought to be enough to send this epistle to the Cir
cum,cision, to whom it properly belongs. But, if this is 
not sufficient, the twelfth verse ought to make it plain whom 
Peter had in mind. If he was writing all this to the na
tions, why in the next verse but one does he exhort them: 
"Having your behaviour good among the nations"'il 

PETER'S SECOND EPISTLE 

The so-called "second epistle of Peter" was really written 
by Simon Peter. This gives us a clue to the distinct char
acter of these two letters. "Peter" was not his original 
name. That was Simeon or Simon: Now Simeon in 
Hebrew means to hear or hearken. This indicates his 
state when he was called.- Israel was deaf and refused to 
hear, but Simon is representative of that class which had 
ears to hear. When his brother Andrew told him, "We 
have found the Messiah, which is, being interpreted, the 
Anointed", he heard and came (Jno. 1 :40-42). 

The Lord im,mediately gives him another name, "Thou 
art Simon, the son of John [not J ona J ; thou shalt be 
called Cephas, which is, by interpretation, a rock." In 
fulfillment of this promise, after our Lord was rejected by 
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Simon Peter's Second·Epistle 
the nation, and Simon had acknowledged Him to be the.· 
Christ, the Son of the Living God, He exclaims "Blessed 
art thou Simon, bar Jonah, for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in heaven. 
And 1 S!tY unto thee that thou art Peter [petros] and on 
this rock [petra] I will.build My church. 

Job came to a crisis when he cried out, 
"I have hem·d of Thee by the hearing of the ear: 

But now mine eye seeth Thee: 
Wherefore I abhor myself 
And repent in. dust and ashes." 
· · (Job. 4~:5). 

Simon heard; Peter saw. Simon obeyed: Peter believed . 
.Simon's father was John; Peter's father was Jonah, a dove, 
the emblem of God~s spirit. 

·It . is a pity that Protestant expositors, in their zeal 
against the Catholic~, hav.e . tried to rob the name·. Peter·· 
of its true significance. Cephas and Peter are equivalents 
and do not refer to a "loose, rolling stone," unstable and 

·treacherous. They always denote a solid rock, the ':ery best 
of foundations. And Peter is in the foundation of the new 
Jerusalem. True, the present church whlch is His body 
Js not founded on Peter. Paul laid that foundation. Peter 
is a special title of honor bestowed by our Lord in recog
nition of Peter's spiritual apprehension, not a nickname 
given him for his failings .. 

We are prepared,. the~, to see that the first letter was 
· written by "Peter an apostle," the second by.'' Simon. Peter, 
a slave and an apostle." The dominant note in the second 
letter is service. Simon, the obedient slave, subordinates 

··Peter the apostle. And is not the whole epistle burdened 
· with the thought of behaviour, deportment, conduct, service? 
It is of vast importance that it be read in this light. 

This letter is written to the same ones to whom the first 
epistle was written, for the apostle calls it Ws second 
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epistle to them (2 Pet. 3:1). It is expressly written to 
"those who have drawn the lot (Jn. 19:24) of equally 
precious faith with us in the righteousness of God and our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ." In Israel the lot settled everything. 
Instead of being regarded a "lottery" of blind chance, it 
was seen to be an appeal to Jehovah direct. The whole 
disposal of it was of Jehovah. When the soldiers did not 
wish to tear our Lord's tunic they cast lots for it just as 
soldiers today would toss up a coin among themselves. 

So those to whom Peter writes had "obtained" equally 
precious faith with Him as a direct result of God's lottery. 
In conformity with the epistle, however, this is in the right
eousness of God. This precious faith was theirs because 
of the divine decree that their service and suffering must 
be rewarded. God is doing right in giving it to them. 

Let us not "rob Peter to pay Paul," for Paul has no 
need of aught which belongs to Peter. Everything we. 
filch from Peter impoverishes us. It hides and hinders 
the enjoyment of the transcendent celestial grace which 
Peter himself was never able to apprehend, much less enjoy. 



.JOHN AND .JUDE 

The nations, or "Gentiles," are mentioned only three 
times in the Circumcision Epistles (1 Pet. 2:12, 4:3, 3 
J n. 1). These instances are enough to confirm the fact 
that these letters are not intended for the nations but were 
written to the Circumcision. Peter speaks of them as being 
"among the nations" and John deepens the distinction by 
the declaration "taking nothing from tho.se of the nations~" 
This is the outlook all through John's epistles. The present 
interval of grace as ministered by the apostle Paul is 
entirely overlooked by John. True, he does take in the 
whole world, but it is in accord with the prophets, with 
Israel as the channel of blessing, as it will be in the day 
of Jehovah. "He is the propitiation for our sins: yet not 
for ours only, but also for the whole world (1 Jn.' 2:2). 
The emphatic force of the word ours is seen by its use in 
the book of Acts: .our tongues (2:11), our law (24:6), our 
religion (26 :5). It is not that Christ is the Propitiation 
for the sinner as well as the saint, but for the world be
yond the pale of Judaism, to which the propitiation had 
hitherto been confined. All the salient truths of the present 
period are in direct contrast to the teachings of J ohil and 
not a little confusion has come from the persistent attempt 
to fit them to our experience today. We do not know Christ 
after the flesh ( 2 Cor. 5 :16). John insists on this rela· 
tionship at the very outset and refers to it again and 
again. Unlike the apostle Paul, who never saw the Lord 
before His glorification, John testified to that which he 
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had heard and had seen with hi~ eyes, and his hands h'd 
handled. 

In accord with this John teaches regeneration ( 1 ·J n. 
8 :9,, 5 :1) as the Lord Himself had done, whereas tve are 
subjects of a new creation '(2' Cor. 5:17). All the grave 
difficulties which have arisen concerning the sin unto death' 
(5:16) the sinlessness of the regenerate (8:9), the promise 
to answer all petitions (5:15) will vanish when we apply 

' these to the period to which they appertain and not to the 
present transcendent grace. 

JUDE 

Jude introduces himself as the brother of James, and 
exhorts his readers to remember the words spoken by the 
apostles of the Lord ( 17) ~ 'It is a fitting prelude to the 
judgment scenes which follow in the next scroll. It is the 
final warning against the apostates who have found .their 
way into the company of those who had been hallowed by 
God the Father and are preserved in Jesus Christ. It 
will have· a fitting fulfillment in the times portrayed in the 
seven letters to the ecclesias as they appear in: the Unveil-
ing. ' 

THE UNVEILING OF .JESUS CHRIST 

Perhaps the title of no other scroll voices so much of its 
contents as the opening w{)rds of this book. It tells us 
that the lowly One, Who is hidden in the heavens, is 
about to be publicly manifested to the earth. The title 
"Christ" is the key to the characters in which He will· be 
unveileC:l, first as PJ:ophet, then" as King and then as Priest: 

It is the closing scroll of the Circumcision series. All 
that the prophets foretold, all the 'hopes and aspirations con
tained in all the scriptures, outside Paul's epistles, find their 
fruition in this fi!lal unfolding. The coming of the Lord 
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to earth, the reign of Israel's saints for a thousand years 
as kings and priests and the promise of a new earth are 
all fulfilled in its visions. 

The fact that it was given to God's slaves through John, 
corresponds with the viewpoint maintained throughout. 
Israel is first and foremost. The nations are subordinate. 
They will be ruled with a club of iron (12 :5). Even in 
the new earth they will bring their glory and honor into 
the new Jerusalem. 

Thus ends the series written to the Circumcision. 
From the· earliest promise to make Israel a priest 
kingdom, to reign over the other. nations and to bring 
them near to Him, this purpose is steadily kept in view, 
notwithstanding their failure and apostasy. Never is there 
the slightest hint of the nations receiving anything from 
Jehovah apart from their media cy. This was a secret 
reserved for us, which we shall never truly appreciate unless 
we also apprehend Israel's priority on the earth. 
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" P .AUL'S EPISTLES 

PAUL precedes every ·epistle of his with the name given to 
him when he began the separate ministry assigned to him 
by the spirit (Acts IS :2). The following gives the opening 
words of each epistle: 

Romans. Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, a (!ailed apostle. 
1 Cor. Paul, a called apostle of Christ J'esus; . • • and 

Sosthenes, the brother. 
2 Cor. Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus . . . . and Timothy, 

the brother .. 
Gal. Paul, an apostle, not from men, neither through a man, but 

through Jesus Christ and God the Father . • . and all the 
brethren with me. 

Eph. Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus. 
Phil. Paul and Timothy,. slaves of Christ Jesus. 
CoL Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus • • . and Timothy, the 

brother. 
1 Thess. Paul and Sylyanus and Timothy. 
2 Thess. Paul and Sylvanus and Timothy. 
1 Tim. Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according to the injunc

tion of God, our Saviour, and the Lord Jesus Christ, our 
Expectation. 

Iii Tim. Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus, through the will of God, 
in accord with the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus. 

Titus. Paul, a slave of God, yet an apostle of Jesus Christ. 
Philemon. Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy, the 

brother. 

To fully appreciate the significance of. the name Paul at 
the portal of every epistle, we ought to study all of the 
passages in which lie. describes his ministry. It is evident 
that it is not a mere personal appellation. It was given to 
him after his separation from the rest (Ac. 13:2, 9). Saul 
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is just as good as Paul for the purpose of identification. It 
is evident that Saul was his personal name which he ·kept 
so long as he was associated with the Circumcision, ,but 
when the holy spirit separated him for a special wmik his 
name was changed to Paul. 

We. have found that, in the case of other apostles, .the 
name given to them was an fndex of their spiritual service. 
Simon was called a Rock (Peter) to denote his place in the 
foundation of that ecclesia.. What is the significance of 
''Paul"? It is Usually dismissed as being a Latin nanie, 
Without any particular meaning. That it was a common 
name among the Romans seems evident, but it does not sat
isfy our sense of the fitness of things. Why should Saul be 
given a Latin name? He· seldom spoke or wrote in Latin. 
Why should his name be changed at all to one without sig
nificance? "Saul" means "asked for", and suggests the re"' 
quest of the people to have a king like the other nations. 
It stood for conformity with 'the world and for physical 
statur.e and spiritual decay. It coupled him with the son 
of Kish, and the wayward nation before they acknowledged 
David, the man after God's heart. 

It seems possible if riot probable that "Paul" is the mas
culine form of the Greek word paula, which would be paulo1, 

. meaning cessation or an interval. 'This is derived . from 
pauoo, to stop, cease, from which we have our English word' 
"pause.'' The aptness of this significance becomes more 
striking the more we learn: of the apostle's ministrY· The 
whole of his service is occupied with a pause in God's deal• 
ing,s with Israel. It fills up the interval between their re
jection of the kingdom and the return of the king in power. 

Paul's ministry is an episode in God's revelation, con
nected with, yet distinct from, the rest. This, we submit, 
is the thought which greets us at the portal of every epistle. 

· Paul, whQse name opens them all, is not merely the person 
who wrote them but the appellation given to him at his sep
aration and a distinct token of their unique and parenthetic 
character. 
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Paul is alone in writing the great doctrinal epistles to the 
Romans and Ephesians, as well as the personal letters to 
Timothy and Titus. In all his other writings he associates 
others with him. In each case the added names are sig
nificant, however little we may be able to gather from them. 
The aptness lies not alone in the meaning of the names, but 
in the very fact of joint authorship. The definite doctrine 
which he stands for is developed in Romans and Ephesians,. 
where he writes alone. In the other epistles, which are. 
largely concerned with the correction of departure from 
these, the divine principle of a double witness demands at 
least two names in the introduction. 

In Galatians, where it is important that the apostle bring 
the greatest possible amount of influence to bear, he asso
ciates all the brethren with him in his defense of the evangel. 

In Second Corinthians, Philippians, Colossians, Thessa
lonians and Philemon he unites Timothy with himself as a 
joint author. Timothy means "God-honoring," a most ap
propriate name with which to begin epistles concerned, in 
large measure, with correction or entreaty. Sosthenes is 
associated with Paul in First Corinthians. His name is sug
gestive of salvation--the "place of salvation." Sylvanus, 
called Silas by the author of Acts, joins with Paul and 
Timothy in the writing of· the two Thessalonian letters. 
His name, like our "sylvan," seems to Sl1ggest a forest, but 
its point is not apparent. Paul himself does not always 
appear in the same character. In Galatians he insists most 
strongly on his divine apostolic .commission. In the three 
preceding epistles he is a "called apostle." Romans and 
Titus prefix his apostleship by characterizing him as a 
slave. In Philippians, corresponding with the character of 
the epistle, his slavery alone is mentioned. To Philemon 
he writes as a prisoner. ·To the Thessalonians he omits any 
description of himself. These arec, small points, but, like a 
key, which may be very small yet unlock a large door, they 
open up to us the proper perspective with which to view each 
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epistle. To say, for instance, that Philippians was not 
written, by the apostle Paul might be misunderstoOd, yet the 
statement conveys an instructive truth. It is not as an 
apORtle but as a slave that he penned that epistle. Galatians, 
on the other hand, demands a recognition of his apostleship. 

Another point of prime importance is th~title of our Lord 
which is almost always used. It is evident, from the many 

. variations in the manuscripts, that the early scribes, like the 

. vast majority of His saints today, had no conceptio~ of the 
vast difference which the simple transposition of His name 
and title produces: They saw no harm in writing "Jesus 
Christ'' when the text read "Christ Jesus." The tendency 
seems to have been to put His name first, as it is done today. 
Paul alone uses "Christ Jesus,'' placing the emphasis on His 
title in recognition of His present exaltation in the heavens 
(1 Pet. 5:10, 14 should read "Christ" for "Christ Jesus"). 
And this is almost characteristic of the introduction t 0 his 
epistles. Even Titus ;reads "Christ Jesus!' in Codex. Alex
andrinus. ~ 

Like the name "Paul," this title invol~es -one of the essen
tial truths of the present economy of God's grace to th~ 
nations. In Hebrews, Jaines, John and Jude the Lord is 
viewed from the standpoint of His rejection. His exal
tation waits until the day: of His manifestation. He is 
never called "Christ Jesus" as though He were already 
exercising the office of the Messiah. Paul is not concerned .J 

with His rejection on earth, but with His exaltation in 
heaven, where He is seated at God's right hand·far above 

. the highest archangel. His present place of power and 
sovereignty in the celestial realms is acknowledged by Paul 
when he uses the title "Christ Jesus." 

Thus the forefront of almost every one of Paul's epistles 
reminds us that their proper application is the interval of·. 
Christ's rejection on earth and His investiture with heavenly .· 
honors which we are destined to share with Him. 
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TO WHOM PAUL'S EPISTLES WERE WRITTEN 

Romans. to all who. are in Rome,. beloved of God, called saints. 
1 Cor. to the ecclesia of God which is in Corinth, hallowed in 

Christ Jesus, called saints, together with all in every place 
who invoke the name· of our Lord Jesus Christ-theirs as well 
as ours. 

fJ Cor. to the ecclesia of God which is in Corinth together with 
all the saints who are in the whole of Achaia. 

Gal. to the ecclesias of Galatia. 
Eph. to all the saints who are belieVing also in Christ Jesus. 
Phil. to all the saints in· Christ Jesus who are in Philippi to-

gether with the supervisors and servants. 
Col. to the saints arid faithful brethren in Christ in Colosse. 
1 Thess. to the Thessalonian ecclesia in God, the Father, and 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2 Thess. to the Thessalonians in God, our Father, and the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
I Tim. to Timothy, a genuine child in faith. 
2 Tim. to Timothy, a child beloved. 
Titus. to Titus, a genuine child according to the common faith. 
Philemon. to Philemon, the beloved, and our fellow worker, and 

to Apphia, our sister, and Archippus, our fellow soldier l!lld 
to the ecclesia at your house. . 

As the accompanying list shows, practically all of Paul's 
epistles are addressed to the Uncircumcision, and none are 
written to the Circumcision. Timothy is an exception to 
this, yet his father was a Greek. The destination of all 
was outside the land of Israel and none are sent to the 
dispersion among the nations, as is the case with Peter's 
epistles. 

Roughly speaking Paul wrote nine epistles to seven 
ecclesias and four letters to three private persons. The, 
objection that these epistles apply only to the ones to whom 
they are written is sustained to a limited extent by the local 
allusions, which we cannot appropriate. Can we trace a 
definite title to any of these unfoldings? What right have 
we to take any of them to ourselves? 

The answer lies in the introduction to the Ephesian 
. epistle. It was a circular letter for all saints who believe 
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in Christ Jesus. In those days this excluded all of the Cir
cumcision whose hope rested solely on Messiah's future 
glory. It included all who base their expectations on His 
present exaltation in the heavens. 

Thus the Ephesian epistle, which transcends and ranks 
all the rest, is distinctly and directly addressed to us. In 
it we have specific directions as to our relation to Paul's 
prior ministries, which are unfolded ·in his previous epistles. 
Not only are we unable to directly apply their local al.lu
sions, but even their doctrine is to be modified to accord with 
the latest and crowning revelation as given in this epistle. 
The evangel which Paul had preached, which is categorically 
set forth in the Roman group of epistles, is definitely in
cluded in the present grace, only that the privileged imd 
prior place of the Jew no longer obtains (Eph. 3.:6). Justi
fication and conciliation, the great themes of these epistles, 
are ours just as really as they belonged to the Romans and. 
Corinthians and Galatians. The pr<>mise of His presence 
is oursjust as it was the expectation of the Thessalonians. 
Yet each of these doctrines is modified and glorified by the 
ranking revelation of the Ephesian epistle. 

From these consider&tions it is evident' that the addresses 
on these epistles, 'with the exception of Ephesians, are in
tended to limit the contents to the place or ecclesia to which 
it was sent. We are not dependent on mere tradition when· 
we apply portions of them directly to ourselves. They 
reveal Paul's evangel, which is for us. And the indirect 
profit is great, for all is done in the atmosphere of grace 
into which we have come. 

Strictly speaking 'ftomans was not written to an ecclesia, 
but to the individual saints. This accords with the char
acter of the letter which deals with our personal relationship 
to God rather than our· corporate testimony. The same is 
true of the Ephesian group. Paul addresses -the . saints 
rather than the ecclesia as a w;hole in Philippi and Colosse. 

In the personal epistles Paul assumes the character of a 
father in writing to Timothy and Titus. He calls them his 
children, genuine and beloved. 



THE PLACE OF EPHESIANS 

HAVING perceived the unparalleled importance of Paul's 
epistles for the present period, it will pay us to pursue our 
studies of the opening words of each of his epistles. 

The most vital and interesting of all is found in the 
foreword to the so-called epistle to the Ephesians. We 
will continue to call it "Ephesians" because' of custom and 
convenience and because it is almost a certainty that it rvas 
sent to Ephesus. But we are practically certain that it 
was a circular letter addressed to all the believers in 
Christ Jesus, and that the introduction has been marred by 
the addition of the words "in Ephesus." 

This was done so soon that the evidence for its removal 
is largely derived from sources earlier than our best manu
scripts. So much depends on this reading that we shall 
present some of the facts and reasons which lead us to 
leave out "in Ephesus" and thus read the epistle as ad
dressed "to all the saints who are .believing also in Christ 
Jesus." 

The best manuscript we have, Vaticanus, was originally 
written without "in Ephesus." It was added in the margin. 
This manuscript was written with great care, and it is not 
easy to· see how the words "in Ephesus" would be left out 
by accident. 

The next best text, Sinaiticus, was also written without 
"in Ephesus," which was inserted by a later corrector. So 
that both of the best manuscripts we have were originally 
written without these words. 
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The early and almost universal tradition that it was 

sent to the Ephesians does not seem to have been based 
Q~ the text itself, for .Marcion gave this epistle the title 
"To the Laodicenes." He could hardly have done this un
less he found the epistle without the words "in Ephesus" 
as part of the text. 

No man, in the early centuries, made as thorough a study 
of the text of Scripture as Origen. Living in the early part 
of the third century, he was already examining manuscripts, 
and classified readings as occurring "in most MSS.," or 
"in the oldest MSS." He. does not seem to have had any 
evidence for "in Ephesus," and his interpretation of the 
words "which are" are criticized by a later writer,. when 
the . sentence h~d become meaningless because the special 
force of the title "Christ Jesus" had been lost. 

Basil, a writer of the fourth century, consult~d the 
texts of his day and reported that the older manuscripts 
omitted "in Ephesus," while the later ones included it. 
This is especially interesting, in view of the fact that the 
two oldest manuscripts we have were written about the time 
he conducted his investigation .. They were both originally 
without the words, w:qich were added later to conform with 
the trend of the times. · 

It seems beyond any reasonable doubt, then, that, as 
· originally written, the words "in Ephesus" were not a part 
of the text. Some have proposed the theory that copies 
were made for many places, and that one of these:, which 
was sent to Ephesus, contained these words. Another, 
sent to Laodicea, was addressed to the Laodiceans, and so 
for each copy that was made. But this does not agree with 
Origen's rendering of the passage, and would certainly 
have called for some. remark by a writer early enough to 
see or hear of such copies. ' 

Besides the difficulty which the interpolation is supposed 
to. solye is aggravated rather ·than removed~ The real ob-
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j ection to the true reading lies in the fact that it is not 
addressed to all saints, but only to those who believe in 
Christ Jesus. The insertion of "in Ephesus" does not de
lete ·this limitation but localizes it. Not all the saints in 
Ephesus, but only those believing in Christ Jesus, are in 
view. The addition only robs the distinction between all 
saints and those who believe in Christ Jesus of its clear
ness. 

We may congratulate ourselves and rejoice that we have 
so far . recovered primitive truth that we can receive and 
appreciate the original reading. For those who have never 
exulted in the title of His present glory, "Christ Jesus," 
as contrasted with "Jesus Christ" the badge of His hu
miliation, the passage lacks all point and purpos~. But 
once that distinction is realized it becomes the key to un
lock the truth of the present secret economy. 

We conclude then that the passage should read, "to all 
the saints who are believing also in Christ Jesus." We 
deduce from this that it was not written to the saints of 
the Circumcision who knew Him only as Jesus Christ, re· 
j ected on earth, whose glory awaits the era of His un· 
veiling. . It was not meant to include those to whom He
brews was addressed, or James, Peter, J~hn .• or Jude. It 
was· confined to those. to whom Paul ministered, directly 
or indirectly, whether by word of mouth, or by his epistles. 

Thus we open the door, long since shut and barred and 
bolted, which opens into the treasuries of present truth. 
Ephesians is the charter of the church, the foundation of its 
faith . .It is a systematic treatise on the doctrine for today. 
It is to be taken fully and without reservations or restric
tions. ·All of Paul's epistles apply to the present, but all 
others contain personal or local allusions; which we can 
take only in a secondary sense. The prison epistles are 
especially in point, but even Philippians and Colossians 
contain matters of local or temporal application. 
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All of Paul's epistles are involved in the Ephesian epistle. 

The accompaJ?-ying prison epistles, Philippians and. Colos
sians, are not revelations of fresh truth, but corrective com
mentaries based upon Ephesian truth. The other epistles 
are included in and modified by its teaching. The Promise 
Epistles, written to the Thessalonians, are distinctly in
cluded in present truth by the reference to those who have 
a prior expectation (Eph. 1 :12), the one expectation (4:4) 
and the helmet, the hope of salvation ( 6 :17). 

The Preparatory Epistles, Romans, Corinthians and Ga
latians, are included by the fact that we have become jolnt 
participants of the evangel which Paul had preached ( 3 :6), 
which is fully expounded in this group of epistles. The 
reference to righteousness ( 6 ;14) and the evangel of peace 
(6:15) are pointed references to Paul's previous ministry. 
Thus we may take all of Paul's writings as our present 
guide, with due deference to the transcendent and ruling 
revelation contained in Paul's epistle to the Ephesians. 



PAUL'S ·PRISON EPISTLES 

HAviNG once realized the importance of the title "Christ 
Jesus" in defining those who are the recipients of the pres
sent grace, we naturally expect that the companion epistles 
of Ephesians-Philippians and Colossians-will enforce the 
same distinction. In this we shall not be disappointed. 
Paul associates himself with this title as a slave in Philip
pians, and as an apostle in Colossians. 

Not only are they written from one who is in Christ 
Jesus, but they are addressed to those in Him as well. 
Philippians is to "all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in 
Philippi, together with the supervisors and servants." 
In Colossians there is some question as to the correct read
ing. The two best m!lnuscripts read, "to the saints and 
faithful brethren in Christ in Colosse." Codex Alexandri
nus, however, adds His personal name, making it possible 
to render the passage "to the saints and faithful brethren 
in Christ Jesus, in Colosse." As scribes were so much 
more liable to omit such a name than to add it, the evidence 
of a single first-class manuscript like Alexaudrinus is almost 
enough to justify its insertion in the text. 

Even as it is, this truth is more pointedly exemplified in 
the fourth verse, where the apostle speaks of their faith in 
Christ Jesus but their love for all the saints. Their faith 
~ould not be shared by all the saints, but this did not 
hinder the outflow of their love to those who did not have 
the same faith. The ,Circumcision were to be included in 
the circle of their affections, even though they could not 
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apprehend 'the transcendent f~ith which could be founded. 
only on Cl,lrist in His present exaltation in the heavens, 
which had llttle, appea~ to those 

0 
whose expectation wa~ 

anchored on· earth, who looked forward to the Messiah of 
the prophets. In' the fifth verse this. very thought is sug
gested by the apostle when lie describes their expectation 
as .. reserved in the heave1t1B/' It crops out again and again, 
especially W:here the Colossians are exhort~d to be concerned 
with that which is above, not that on the earth (8:2) •. 

The remarkable sta~ement _ in the closing salutation ·· 
( 4:10-11) can be explained only in this light, "Aristarchus, 
my fellow captive, is greeting you, and Mark, cousin of 
Barnabas (concerning whom you obtained preceptS~if 
ever he may be coming to. you, receive him) and Jesus, 
termed Justus, who are of the Circumcisio'fi: these at-e the 
only felloro workers for the kingdom -of God ·roho became a 
solace to me." . . 

It is needless to insist that he had other· fellow workers 
who were a solace ~ him. .Wha~ of Tychicus, who carried 
this letter (4:7), of Timothy, who is one with him in writing 
it? But they 'were not fellow workers for the kingdom of. 
God in the sense that the Cireumcision ·werb. 'These three 
men-Artistarchus, Mark and Justus-were' within that 
liinited circle of fello"')ship ·which Paril had with the Circum
cision. Just as he g~ve ,Janies, Cephas and.John the right 
hand of fellowship many years before (Gal. 2 :9) so· he ·had 
continued · to have fellowship with t},lose connected with 
them, even though his transcend~nt revelations continued to 

· widen the gulf between them In the sphere of doc~ine; 
This, it seems, accounts for the special ndmonition to re

ceive Mark. Why sholil<} ·they not receive him? His 
'failure· as 'a servant· (Acts 15 :8f-89) was no grpund- for re-

·. fusing fel'lowship. li seems ~lear that the rest of the Cir• · 
cumci~ion were hardly wel<'ome . among the saints to whom 
Paril wrote. They were! continually stirring up strife and 
contending for the observance of the law of Moses,· ·and 
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dould not grasp the grace which gave the despised aliens a 
place of equality with them (Titus 1 :10, 1 Tiin. l :7, Gal. 
5 :12). In Philippians he bids the saints beware of the 
maim-cision as he contep1ptuously calls the Circumcision, 
who· based their prerogatives upon a mutilation of the flesh: 

Thus it is evident that Paul wrote, these epistles, not to 
all the saints,· but only to those in Christ Jesus. The 
saints of the Circumcis!on, like Peter, never und~rstood qi 

·appreciated the grace which is disperised by him (2 Pet. 
8 :15~·16).• . 

. )/ . ) 

It is always essential to note the character in which Paul 
writes, artd to i~terpret accordingly. Epaphroditus is the 
only apostle mentioned in the Philippian epistle. He was 
their commissioner to Paul.. Paul never speaks of himself 
as an apostle in this letter, hence it is:our wisdom to rigidly 
exclude. this thought and: all that flows from it. When a 
fresh revelation of truth is presented, as in Ephesians, a 
divine commission is necessary to enforce his words: ·.We 
call for his authority and demand his credentials.· None of 
:this is needed in Philippians. So he writes h'l: the character 
of a slave. 

Service is the subject of the Philippian epistle. Paul is 
presented as a: slave, Christ· takes ·the ·form of a slave, the 
Philippians themselves are slaves. This should' color a:ild 
control· the inte\':Pretation of ·every passage. While Ephe~ 
sians and Colossians contain no examples for us to follow~ 
after· which· we should fashion our conduct, Philippians 
affol''ds four. These are living expressions of the evaD.gel. 
"Holding forth the word -of life" is, literally, "having on 
tlie word of life"· or a living· expression. !.ike the four 
examples, the Philippians are exhorted to preach by means 
of their lives as well as their lips. It is not the works of 
Christ which are presented for our imitation, but His humi
liation from the heights to the death of the cross. . Like
wise Paul is presented in his descent from a fanCied superi~ 
ority in flesh to a place in Christ Jesus. Timothy's service 

\ 
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and .the sufferings of Epaphrodit.'ls complete the . fourfold 
picture presented for our emulation. 

It is evident from the whole tenor uf the epistle that the 
ea:perience of the believe:r in Christ Jesus is i'n point. Paul 
details his own experience,. rather than definite doctrine and 
we are to copy his life as well as belie.;.e hit:~ wc'"ds . 
. All this is suggested by the opening words, "Paul and 

Timothy, slaves of Chri~t Jesus." 
This important position is much · strengthened by the 

inclusion of supervisors and servants ·in the salutatioh. 
These are those who are especially responsible for th¢ con
duct of the. ecclesia. Some of them may have taught but 
that was not their function: 

( 

The old translation, "bishops and deacons" is misleading. 
The control of each ecclesia was in the hands of a number . 
of overseers. or ·SUpervisors, all -of whom were directly 
concerned in the individuals under their eye, not, as now, 
a1;1 official over many churches, or rather, over many "min
isters."· The "minister'! of .today .has no counterpart in the 
divine picture oJ an ecclesia .as set in order by the apostle 
P~. . 
· Neither was a "deacon" ~nything more than a servant or, 

better, serviwr. The same term is. translated "servant," 
"minister," "deacon." It denotes, not an office of honor, 
above the rest of the eoclesia, but a place lower than those 
who are served. It is used of those who 'waited on the 

· guests at the wedding in Cana of Galilee (Jn. 2:5, 9). 
This illustrates the basic· meaning of the word, for it 
carries the.thought· of serving. out, .dispen,sing. · It is not 
so much doing things for othel"S, as supplying their. need's; 
The l~w place of the servant is shown when our Lord ad
vises His ambitious disciples who wanted to be foremost, .. 
to take the· lowest place. "Whoever wants to become great 
.among you will be your. s~rvant, and whoever wants to~ be 
first among you will be your. "Slave (Mt. 20:26). We know 
of no translation which. render~> this passage "will be your· 
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deacon," because it would reverse the sense, for a deacon 
is a position of hon~r above' the rest when it should be a 
place of servitude below them. 

The spirit of true service pervades the Philippian 
epistle. There is no desire for self-exaltation~ All humble 
themselves and are exalted by God. Christ descended from 
the place supreme to the cross of shame. Timothy and 
Epaphroditus were true servants, linmindful of themselves 
but devoted to the saints. Paul's case· is especially instruc
tive, for he, like his Master. stoops to serve. He casts to 
the dogs all his physical advantages through Judaism, 

. which were of no mean value, because of the superiority 
found in Christ Jesus. 

The prison epistles of Paul present the truth for the 
present. The key to their correct interpretation lies in the 
title used of our Lord. The teaching of the epistles them
selves is tinged throughout with the truth that they are not 
designed for the Circumcision, but only for those chosen out 
of both Circumcision and Uncircumcision · whose blessing 
and destiny is linked with Christ exalted in the heavens. 



.( 



PAUL'S PREPARATORY EPISTLES 

THE third item of the present secret economy, that the 
nations are to be ,joint partakers of the promise in Christ 
Jesus through the evangel of which Paul was the dispenser 
(Eph. 3 :6) is proof positive that the Preparatory .Epistles
Romans, Corinthians and Galatians-are for us today, in a 
glorified form. As they stand, we are partakers, but not 
joint partakers. The Jew has a prior place. The nations 
are indebted to them for their spiritual gifts (Rom. 2:10, 
3:1, 15:27). 

Further evidence is afforded by the fact that, in Ephe
sians, it is taken for granted that we have the cuirass of 
righteousness and the readiness of the evangel of peace 
(Eph. 6:14, 15). Where would we get these except in the 
Preparatory Epistles? These are their two great subjects
justification and conciliation. And the latter is further em
phasized by the prayer of the apostle that he might continue 
to disclose the secret of the evangel (Eph. 6:19) which is 
the culmination of the Roman epistle (Rom. 16:25-27). 

The four Preparatory Epistles are a marvelous group in 
which Romans corresponds to Ephesians, in that it contains 
all the truth in didactic form, while the other epistles treat 
the same truth from the standpoint of life and practice . 

. Galatians, like Colossians, introduces no new revelation, but 
corrects the departure from the teaching of the first section 
of the Roman epistle. Second Corinthians is concerned 
especially with the conciliation of Romans five to eight, while 
First Corinthians corrects defection from the path indicated 
in the latter part of Romans. 
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, The inclusive nature of the epistle to the Romans is 

evident in its opening words: "Paul, a ala'Oe of Christ Jesus, 
a. called apoatle." The first half of the epistle is especially 
devoted to doctrine which depends on his apostolic commis
sion to give it weight; the latter part is especially occupied 
with the practice of the doctrine. 

The two absorbing topics of the epistle are contrasted 
in the introduction and conclusion. As- is detailed in the 
account in Acts (i8:2), Pa~l was aeparated to the evangel 
of God, which had been promised before, to Abraham 
(Rom. 4). With this he contrasts "my" evangel (of which 
Acts contains not the slightest intimation) which is the 
proclamation of . Christ Jesus in accord with the revelation 
of a secret hushed in eonian times, yet manifested now, 
through prophetic scriptures (Rom. 16:25). The contrast 
between "the scriptures of t'he prophets" and "prophetic 
scriptures" -one referring to the Hebrew prophets and the 
other to recent writings such ·as this epistle-is entirely 
obliterated in both the Authorized and Revised versions, but 
it is difficult to see how a aecret could be kept by revealing 
it. Justification was made known in the prophets: concili-: 
ation was practically excluded by their message. 

The evangel of God brings righteousness to the nations, 
outside of Israel's narrow pale, on the ground of the prom
ise to Abraham. Paul's' "my" evangel retreats still further, 
and finds in Adam a shadowgraph of the conciliation. 

The opening of Romans further emphasizes the fact that 
God's evangel concerns HisSon, and is based on His power 
to raise the dead (Rom. 1 :4). The earth-life of the Mes
siah of Israel is not in view. Even as Paul himself did not 
become ·acquainted with Him until He was beyond death, 
in glory, so the commission given to him did not concern · 
His previous career, but only that glorified condition subse- · 
quent to His resurrection. 

Another point is important. Paul· received "grace and 
apostleship." By the figure .hendiadys we \are impressed 
with the excessively gracious manner in which he received 
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his commission. Peter and the rest were looking for the 
Messiah and gladly followed Him. Paul, on the contrary, 
i)ersecuted Him btyond all reason. His commission came 
to him, not on the ground of merit or reward, but altogether 
on the ground of grace. 
. All this is brought before us before we enter the epistle 
itself. It is important by its very position. Only those 
who enter through this portal will find their way in the 
succeeding portions. , 

Another point must be pressed. Romans was not written 
to the ecclesia at Rome. It was written to the saints in their 
individual capacity. This is seen throughout the epistle. 
It deals with our personal relationship to God. Our fellow
ship with others is a minor consideration. All the other 
'epistles in this group-the Corinthian epistles and Gala
tians-were addressed to ecclesias. The reason for this is 
not far to seek. As they interpret the truth of Romans in 
terms of action and experience, which brings us in contact 
with our fellow believers, it is necessary to correct whole 
ecclesias for the failure of individuals, seeing that it is their 
duty to deal with snch. 

Another point of difference is apparent. Not only does 
P~ul address an aggregation but he also associates others 
with him in his writing. Sosthenes is with him in the first 
epistle to the Corinthians and Timothy in the second, while 
all the brethren with him stand back of the Galatian epistle. 
In this there is a gracious lesson for us. In teaching, one is 
sufficient; in correcting and entreating, two or more are 
Jteeded to mitigate possible harshness or prejudice. 

Both the Corinthian epistles are addressed to the eccle
sias of God, in recognition of the fact that they were estab
lished on the basis of the evangel of God, not on the Davidic 
promise of the kingdom, but on the Abrahamie promise of 
faith. 

A notable yet unheeded clause in the ·introduction to 
First Corinthians demands special consideration. With the 
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ecclesia is associated "all, in every place, who invoke the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ-theirs as well as ours." 
Any effort to make this mean it was fo:t; all time-now as 
well as then-is futile. Any effort to make it mean that it 
included all other ccclesias is also barred by the fact that it 
follorvs the characterization "saints." The key to it lies in 
the expression "invoke the name of our Lord." This arose 
from the custom, which is still found in eastern lands, of 
taking refuge in the name of some great personage. If the 
avenger of blood should be after us so that we had but a 
moment to live, all· we would need to do would be to call 
out "I invoke the name of So7and-so," and the avenger 
would drop his sword, for the man whose name was invoked 
would surely take it upon himself to avenge anything done 
to one who invoked his name. It became a special expres
sion in Israel, denoting deliverance. All who call upon, or 
invoke, the name of Jehovah shall be saved in the day of 
His wrath. It is not for the nations. This explains why he 
distinguishes between them and the Corinthians. They are 
united by having the same Lord. He is their Lord as well 
as ours. Paul is just breaking away from the Circumcisiop, 
after his separation from them by the holy spirit. While 
he does not address this epistle directly to them he acknowl
edges their mercy and desires that they should be acquainted 
with the grace which he dispenses. He made a speciaf jour
ney to Jerusalem to acquaint the Circumcision apostles with 

· his message (Gal. 2 :2) .· Peter undoubtedly had read some 
of his epistles (2 Pet. 3:15). They read his epistles in 
the same spirit in which we should read the Circumcision 
epistles today, without the least thought of applying them 
to themselves. · . 

The introduction to Galatians is most characteristic of 
the contents of the epistle. ·They questioned his apostle
ship, or at least made it secondary and subservient to that 
of Peter and the twelve. So he disposes of that point at 
once. "Paul, an apostle, not from men, neither through a 
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man [Peter], but through Jesus Christ andGod the Father." 
Then he goes on to draw the line between his ministry and 
that of .the twelve in living words of fire. There are few 
such indexes of the prevailing apostasy, even in the midst of 
religious ardor; as the almost total failure of God's saints 
to apprehend, much less appreciate, the transcendent ·grace 
which Paul recei:ved •and dispensed, and the radical differ~ 
ences between it and the mercy ministere,d by the twelve. 
All this is 1implied in the cove~t reference to Peter in the 
opening sentence. His commission was not from men. This. 
plural may refer to the twelve. It was not tlirough a man. 
This singular can hardly refer to ·anyone but Peter. If we 
will follow this hint we will eventually find the rich excess 
of grace through Paul sufficient grounds for leaving the 
tpistles of Peter to those for whom they were intended. 





THE PROMISE AND PERSONAL 
EPISTLES 

BoTH Ephesians and Colossians confirm us in the appro
priation of the truth contained in the two epistles to the 
Thessalonians, and Philippians crowns it with glory. In 
Ephesians Paul confines this grace to those who were in a 
prior state of expectancy, that is, who looked for a coming 
of Christ which precedes that promised to the Circumcision. 
The reading "who first trusted in Christ" lacks any foun
dation in fact and is an exceedingly loose rendering. In 
contrast with the other apostles, Paul was the last to trust 
in Christ, and the saints to wh~m he wrote were later even 
than he. It refers, not to the past, but to the future. In 
the future their expectation will be the first to find fulfill
ment. This points us back to Paul's earliest epistles, and 
binds them all together with a golden girdle of grace. The 
favor which frees them from the fearful indignation which 
ushers in the day of Jehovah finds its full fruition in the 
elysian fields of Ephesians. The Thessalonian ecclesia was 
given the promise of a place with the Lord in the air, and 
so to be ever with the Lord. The later revelation raises 
Him to the heights of heaven and, since they are to' be with 
Him, they too are exalted to celestial bliss. 

The Colossians, too, are reminded of this precious prom
ise, (Col. 1 :5). The apostle speaks of "the expectation 
which is reserved for you in the heavens, which you heard 
before in the true expression of the evangel." 

In Philippians, God's calling above in Christ Jesus is 
brought to its culminating point (Phil. 3:21). "For our 
citizenship belongs to the heavens, out of which we are 
awaiting a Saviour,, also, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will 
transfigure the body of our humiliation, to conform it to 
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His body glorious, in accord with the operation which en
ables Him to subject even the universe to Himself." 

It is marvelous to trace God's method in revealing His 
grace. Using the "severe trials of the Thessalonians as a · 
background and their fears as a foil, He assuJ:es them that 
they wiH not he involved in the terrible time when ffis in
dignation shall be 'poured out on the earth. The faithfUl 
among the Circ11mcision will be saved through it, but these 
will be' caught away before it. comes. They are no~ as
signed to indignation but to. the procuring of salvation· 
througll.th~ I.urd .Jesus Christ. This. salvation is not based 
on theh· faithfulne.ss, as in the case of the Circumcision, but 
on the fact that Christ di!!d ,for them, that, "TTJhether. match
ing or drowsing, they should live together · .with Him 
(1 Thes. 5:9-10). · 

The two great arguments in these promise epistles are 
these: · The dead are at no disadvantage, for they shall 
ri~e ·first ; the drowsy will not be left behind, for it is a 
matter of pure grace, dependent on Christ's death. All 
will be caught away from the earth before the indignation 
of God is manifested, . . 

Thus is the future· asp~ct of. our salvation revealed in 
Paul's earliest epistles. And we submit that the opening 
w'ords are a key and clue to the character. and abundance 
of its grace, when the Thessalonians are placed in God the 
Father. That those who had so lately bowed down t~ idols, 
who still lacked all covenant relations With the . God. of 
Israel, should be so described is hint enough of unique and 
inexhaustible stores ·of grace which must flow from it. In
deed, the very absence of any covenant leaves the Father's 
heart frf'e to deal with them untrammeled by their dis:. 
abilities and failures. 

To understand the gradual development of present. truth 
these epistles should be· studied first, their contrast ·with · 

·the teaching of the Circumcision noted, and their supject 
traced through the later letters to the final :reveiation itt the 
Pe~fection epistles. l 
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THE PERSONAL EPISTLES 

BoTH Timothy and Titus are called children by Paul in his 
letters to them. He is their spiritual father. He deals 
with them as a father with his son, charging and encour
aging them in their career as men of God. In his first 
letter to each he adgs the epithet "genuine," or "legiti
mate." Just as the a~tual child cannot but resemble his 
parents, so we find in Timothy and Titus many of the fea
hlres of their sph:itual father. Like wine, these letters, es
pecially the second one to Timothy, have increased in value 
with age. In these last . days it blazes a path through the 
perplexities of the great apostasy. Timothy and Titus, in 
their individual responsibility as servants of God, received 
the very instructions His servants need today, however they 
may remain unheeded. The first injunction in second 
Timothy is of principalimportan~e today. "Have a pat
tern of sound rvords, rvhich you hear from me •..• " So 
prevalent is the use of unscriptural words, and so loose are 
the translations of Paul's words ,that it is no marvel that 
the Bible is supposed. to buttress. the babel which pretends 
to the dignity of "Christian doctrine." The "atonement," 
a word which Paul never used, is generally conceded to 
define his doctrine. Paul taught justification and concilia
tion and reconciliation, but never atonement, which falls so 
far below his conception of God's grace that he never so 
much as mentions it. "Have a pattern of sound words, 

. which you l1ear from me." 
The corresponding injunction, "Proclaim the rvord, stand 

by it" (2 Tim. 4:2), is nearly as vital. After having the 
proper words it is necessary to proclaim them, and not the 
multitudinous ~ubstitutes which today have supplanted the 
preaching of the Scriptures. · 

But even if we have the proper expressions and proclaim 
the Scriptures, there is yet one other injunction which is 
vital to the truth. Without it there is confusion and error 
in its most subtle and destructive form. Without it the 
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Scriptures themselves become the exponent anc;l champion. 
of error. With it they are clear and unconfused, upholding 
the truth. Paul exhorts Timothy to present himself an 
unashamed worker, correctly partitioning the fiJOrd of truth 
(2 Tim. 2 :15). An example follows which leaves us in no 
doubt as to its meaning. Some said that the resurrection 
had already occurred. They misplaced the truth. They · 
did not deny it, or_ corrupt it. . They put it in the past, 
when it was still future. Thus it is with the great bulk of 
Scripture today. It is misplaced. That which is truth at 
one time is destructive error at. another. So, today, many 
things in the Bible are vehemently maintained in all good 
conscience, when a correct apportionment of truth would 
leave them for another time. 

Jt is- the special object of this treatise to point out God's 
waymarks to· enable us to obey this injunction. In con
clusion we submit a brief statement of the broad outlines 
which should guidc us in the correct partitioning of the 

- truth, with the special purpose of determining what body of 
revelation is distinctly and definiflely for us today. 

SUMMARY 

ELiMINATE Paul'~ epistles from the Greek scriptures and· 
we have a complete complement of the Hebrew revelation.· 

·All the predictions of the prophets concerning the· su:fter
ing and glories of Messiah and His people are fulfilled. 
It is all as much for the Circumcision as ever. The prom
ised blessing of the nations 'through Israel sees its accom•. 
plishment. But Paul's epistles set forth that secret grace 
which was unrevealed, and comes not·'IViths_tanding Israel's 
failure, rather than through their salvation~ There is no 
inkling of such grace in the Hebrew scriptures. If, then, 
we consider ·the bulk of the Greek writings as a contipua
tion of the Hebrew we may look upon Paul's epistles ~s a 
separate parenthesis or addition. 
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It is astonishing what a . veil is lifted from the sacred 
records when we apprehend the great fact that all is con
cerned with the Circumcision except Paul's epistles .. The 
Lord's earthly ministry, the preaching of the twelve apos
tles in the Acts, the epistle to the Hebrews, and the letters 
of .James, Peter, Jude and John, including the book of 
Revelation-all bear unmistakable signs of being written to 
aiJ.d for the ·same people who were addressed by the 
prophets of old. Paul insists, however, that he is the 
ministe~; of Christ Jesus to the nations (Rom. 15 :16). 

But there is a great gap, a long period of time, between 
our Lord's proclamation of the kingdom and its final and. 
still future realization. Peter tells us that Paul explains 
this longsu:ffering of the Lord. And so he does. The elev
enth chapter of Romans is the complete solution. There'we 
learn that the program _proposed for. the establishment of 
the kingdom is in complete abeyance now, and God is deal
i~g with the world without the mediancy of the nation He 
has chosen. 

A further study of his epistles will reveal the notable 
difrerences between his writings and the test. He is the 
apostle of the nations, the Uncircumcision: the twelve min
istered to the Circumcision, the nation of Israel. They 
brought mercy to the other nations, conditioned on Israel's 
blessing: his ministry follow11 the defection of Israel. They 
were confined to earth: he includes the heavens. They are 
confined within the eons, Paul propounds a purpose which 
preceded the eons and which will not be accomplished until 
after they have ruri their course. 

The evidence for this division abounds in all of the writ
ings concerned. It will help the student much to read 
these writings with this in view. Note how the kingdom is 
proclaimed by our I.ord, how the same kingdom continues 
to be the s]lbject of the Acts, how the fact of its postpone
ment is explained in the book of Hebrews, how Peter ex
plains its sufferings and John its principles and, finally, 
how it is established with power in the Revelation. All is 
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' concerned with the kingdom. of the heavens on earth and 

the people who will rule it. ' . · 
But the greatest profit will come to us if we perceive the 

further fact that the application of all except Paul's 
epistles is to the time before and after the present grace. 
Paul· alone gives us present truth. All truth is profitable 
in that it teaches us the ways of God; but only that truth 
is applicable which was written for the present economy~ 
This explains why it is that Paul seems to repeat, on a 
higher plane, many of the .exhortations of Peter. Even t4e 
simplest exhortation has been adapted to the times. The 
·new ,wine could not be put into . the old wine skihs .. 

By thus limiting onrselves to the writings of Paul we 
are not by any means depriving ourselves of any good 
thing .. ·· He is ·entirely adequate for every need whatever in 
conduct or faith. . The . system of doctrine developed by · 
Paul is complete in itsel~ and so unique that it refuses to 
mix with the teaching of. the rest. It would Qe ·absolutely 
false if applied during the impending judgment period 
when Peter's epistles .are in place. Just so Peter's epistles 
cannot be applied nowwithout adulterating and debasing 
the present grace. 

Let this sink deeply into our Dlinds and hearts: Paul'~ 
epistles present present ·truth: they cannot be applied to 
the past :they ·will not fit the future . . The corollary of 'tbis 
is equally important. All outside Paul's e1pistle4 has no 
place in the present: it is for the future. May the applica

. tion of this great principle bring as much blessing to each 
rrader of these lines as it has brought to the writer! 
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