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THE "MORE EXCELLENT WAY"

Who, in reading of the marvelous gifts in the twelfth
of first Corinthians, has not been struck with the last
verse of the chapter? "Covet earnestly the best gifts7'
—that is what we would like to do! But what do the
closing words mean? "And yet shew I unto you a more
excellent way." Can it be that there is something even
better than the best gifts? If so, what is it and how
may we enjoy it? The thirteenth chapter is occupied
with the answer to this question.
This chapter is usually understood as an exhortation
to love, especially in the exercise of the gifts. But it is
far more than that. Love is the sum and substance of
the more excellent way. Love will never lapse, but the
gifts will go (1 Cor. 13:8).
There are three distinct periods brought before us
in this chapter. In the first one are all the gifts besides
faith, expectation and love. Knowledge and prophecy
are "in part" (verse 9), it is the time of childhood
(verse 11), vision is through a glass darkly (verse 12).
In the second the gifts "fail", "cease", or "vanish"
(verse 8), perfection comes and partial knowledge and
prophecy are done away (verses 9, 10), childish things
are put away (verse 11), knowledge is "face to face"
(verse 12) and only faith, hope and love abide (verse
13).
The third period is only hinted at. Love never lapses.
But we know that faith will be lost in sight and expecta
tion will vanish in the glory.
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Faith, Expectation, Love remain

We may arrange the three periods thus, according
to what remains:
(1)
(2)
(3)

The gifts, faith, expectation, love.
Faith, expectation, love.
Love.

The vital question with us is Where are we now ? It
is best answered by asking Where was the apostle when
he wrote? Was he looking forward to the resurrection
glory of the saints or to another glorious change in his
ministry?
In the original the question is settled for us. In our
English version it is hidden by translating two different
words now. "For now (arti, at present, not in the past
or future) we see through a glass darkly ..." (verse
12). "And now (nun, from now on, not in the past)
abideth faith, hope, love . . ." (verse 13). He was at
the crisis between partial and full knowledge, between
minority and maturity. To make this clear we would
urge all to write the words "at present" for the now of
verse 12, and put "from93 before the now in verse 13.
At that time they saw darkly. We do not. From that
time to this faith, expectation and love remain, though
the gifts have vanished.

Strange as it may seem, the principal excellence of
the path of perfection lies in the lack of the special gifts
or graces of which Paul has been speaking! The more
excellent way knows no gift of prophecy, or of lan
guages, or of knowledge. These are to cease to function.
Only three things are left on the perfect path—faith,
expectancy, love. These are not special graces for a
few, but freely enjoyed by all.
A striking contrast between the way more excellent
and that which preceded it is brought before us under
the figure of a child, growing up into maturity. The
gifts were for the support and schooling of infancy and
adolescence, the playthings of immaturity, unneeded and
unheeded by the maturity of manhood.
Again, the less excellent way was only partial in its
perfection.
Knowledge was fragmentary, and needed

in the More Excellent Way
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continual additions. The perfect path brings us face
to face with the full-orbed revelation of God, face to
face with His primeval purpose and its accomplishment
and to a full recognition of our own part in His plan.
We all desire to walk in the way more excellent. No
one cares to linger in the lesser glory. But many of us
have been taught that this perfect path is not for us
now, but is reserved for the saints in resurrection. For
such we have the most marvelous of all messages. The

more excellent way is our present privilege and portion,
Paul was not speaking of our resurrection state, but of
the final phase of his ministry, which went from glory
to glory. He was contrasting one of these glories with
another. He was speaking of his final revelations as
unfolded in Ephesians.
How can we be assured of this?
The trinity of
graces that remain are ample proof. Now faith and
hope remain.
They will have no place in the glory.
Faith will be replaced by sight and expectation by ful
filment.
Then we will not patiently wait for some
future blessing, but rather enjoy the present. Hope will
vanish for lack of those adverse conditions on which it
depends. And so with faith. In His presence it dis
appears in perception.

These* are the abiding graces for the present.

In

contrast with the lesser gifts, such as prophecy, lan
guages and knowledge, these remain until the glory.
Only love remains forever. Only love never lapses. It
is the supreme, the essential, the eternal grace, the way
most excellent.
But surely knowledge is not absent now! Some may
question whether prophecy is still operative, while others
defend it and point to revelations outside the word of
God. Some claim that the gift of " tongues" is still for
us. These three go together. If one is present, the rest
must also be. Besides, that knowledge was not to be
absent on the way more excellent is most evident from
the apostle's development of the thought. The "knowl
edge" which shall be done away is fragmentary, a mat
ter of instalments. It was not to be displaced by ignor-
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Minority is Past

ance but by another and fuller knowledge. That was a
reflected perception, partial, distorted, and gives place

to unhindered apprehension.
Moreover, is knowledge to be abrogated in the glory?
Is ignorance an ingredient of celestial bliss? Surely
such a thought is enough to send us back to seek some
other solution to this assertion.

The matter is most simple. Languages are not to be
discarded either now or in the glory. Undoubtedly then
we shall speak by means of language, and assuredly we
do so now. It is not language which is in question, but
the gift of language. Prophecy is ours, as recorded in
the Scriptures, but the gift of prophecy has ceased.
Knowledge is fuller than ever since the Word of God
has been completed, but the gift of knowledge is no more.
No one now gains a knowledge of the truth by super
natural, divine endowment. We must all patiently plod
along and carefully scan the sacred page even though
we have the spirit's illumination. All claims to inspira
tion, whether prophecy or knowledge will be found to be
another spirit, and in conflict with the written revelation
we already have. Knowledge, as a gift, has ceased.
Prophecy, as a gift, has been abrogated.
But what of "tongues", or languages? The con
clusion is irresistible that, if the gift of knowledge and
prophecy have no longer place for exercise, then the gift
of language has also vanished. It was to cease some
where between the infancy and the maturity of the
saints as a body, not at the resurrection of the individ
ual.
Maturity or " perfection" is not applied to the glory
but to the present status of all who are in Christ. '' That
which is perfect" has come. Even at the time this epis
tle to the Corinthians was written some were "perfect",
and Paul spoke of the hidden wisdom to them (1 Cor.
2:6). Some in Philippians attained to this experience.
It was the apostle's mission to present every man per
fect or mature in Christ Jesus (Col. 1:28, see Eph. 4:
13; Col. 4:12).

While all are mature because of the place into which

Maturity has Arrived
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the grace of God has put them, few of us know of our
maturity or enter into the experience which accords
with it. Like Israel, our hearts turn back into Egypt.
Like children, we revert to the playthings of youth. We
are much more fascinated by the gifts than by the faith,
expectation and love which pave the path of perfection.
We crave the spectacular and the exciting. We ignore
the exhortation "in understanding be mature" (A.V.
men, 1 Cor. 14:20).

And, with the vivid imagination of childhood, so
seriously do we take these things, that the gifts (rather
than their absence) are loudly proclaimed as the more
excellent way!

The Scriptures stand and are true. Our experience
is fluctuating and deceptive. It is the height of folly
to interpret the Scriptures by our feelings, and the
most exalted wisdom to judge our experience by the
sacred oracles. Yet all true spiritual experience is in
fullest accord with divine revelation and, while it can

not support that which needs no prop, adds its testi
mony to the. truth. Hence we add a few lines of our
experience.
While we have examined very few of the professed
prophecies of later centuries, we have seen enough of
them to fully convince us that the gift of prophecy is
obsolete. While practically all seek to supplement the
Scriptures and to keep in accord with the revelation
contained in them, in every case the deviation is suf
ficient to show that the revelation is not from God.
If it is supernatural or superhuman, as seems to be the
case in* some instances, the spirit that inspired it was
not the holy spirit of God but another spirit, for such
are expressly promised in the latter eras (1 Tim. 4:1).
Moreover, now that Paul has completed the Word of
God (Col. 1:25), there is no necessity for any added
revelation.
The whole orb of divine truth has been
rounded out. There are no missing segments. Every
attempt to add to it is an excrescence, not only needless,
but destructive of the truth.
The gift of knowledge was necessary while the most
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The "Gift of Tongues"

important segment of truth was still unrevealed. It
needed a special endowment on the part of some to know
God's mind on matters concerning which there was no
written revelation. But now no such equipment is nec
essary.

I have never known of any one who specifically
claimed the gift of knowledge. I have observed that all
who really have knowledge arrive at it by the patient
and painful process of study. Those who imagine them
selves especially endowed without previous preparation
soon manifest the fruits of fanaticism.
Some have charged me with the possession of this
gift. But I have the sober consciousness that many a

thought which has come to me, when tested by God's
Word written, has proved that I have the gift of ignor
ance. I do not desire to give out a single idea which has
not been received from and subordinated to the Scrip
tures.

For many years I have lived in close proximity to
one of the most remarkable "movements" in which the
"gift of tongues" is a prominent factor. I have heard
the "tongues" and have had those who were afflicted
with them come to me and tell me the whole of their
startling experiences. While there may have been some
deception, most were earnest, devoted saints who wanted
God's best for themselves. Most of the tongues were
"unknown", and, to a linguist, unknowable, for the
succession of sounds was such as could by no manner
of means represent rational ideas. Yet some were sup
posed to be actual living languages, and some of these
were put to the test of practical use. They failed utter
ly. Missionaries who had the gift of Chinese went to
China, but found that the gift failed them altogether.
Seldom was it kept in restraint, as the Scriptures direct.
There has been a tendency to parade it as the highest
expression of spiritual attainment, and some have even
demanded it as a necessary sign of salvation.
The most serious aspect of the matter is its close rela
tionship with spiritism.
Rather than receiving a gift,
the gift gets its victim. It controls, not only the utter-

is said to Cease
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ances, but to a large extent the time and occasion of its
exercise. The symptoms are precisely the same as in
demon possession. The speaker in tongues becomes a
medium controlled by a spirit which is not of God,
though it imitates the spirit of God. To get rid of this
spirit, once it has a firm hold on its victim, is almost
impossible. Having been trained to " yield", the will is
weak, and the medium is in a deplorable condition from
which nothing but God's power and grace can rescue
him.
The gift of "tongues" has become an avenue for the
entrance of seducing spirits (1 Tim. 4:1) into the house
hold of faith. That these spirits mimic the holy spirit
and teach much truth only shows the subtlety of their
seduction. Even if the Scriptures had not spoken speci
fically of tongues that "they shall cease", the history of
the "tongues movement" is itself sufficient for the spir
itual mind to prove that the imitation offered is spurious.
It has led to more division and dissension than any other
movement in the brief period it has prevailed.
The question remains, What of the other gifts men
tioned in Corinthians, especially healing, which is not
specifically said to have ceased? The answer is not far
to seek. Physical healing is clearly promised in many
a passage, but it has no place in the more excellent way
we are considering. Ephesians promises all spiritual
blessings among the celestials (Eph. 1:3), but there is
not a single word as to physical health on the earth.
Philippians brings before us three of the most spiritual
of God's slaves in this era of transcendent grace. Paul
himself had a thorn in the flesh, and could not get rid
of this physical infirmity, because it was necessary for
the perfection of grace. God's power can only be per
fected in infirmity (2 Cor. 12:8) and Paul, who healed
others, learns the deeper lesson of abiding under the
power of Christ. This was after be began to walk the
more excellent way.
Timothy, next to Paul, is the greatest of all the apos
tles for this era of grace. He, too, treads the path of
perfection, and suffers "often infirmities" for which
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Knowing Christ

Paul prescribes a little wine, instead of exercising Ms
gift of healing (1 Tim. 5:23).

And now we are told of Epaphroditus, who risked
his soul for the saints, and nearly died while he was
staying with Paul, to his great sorrow. He was on the
more excellent way. No one on this path ever used the
gift of miraculous healing even though he had it (Phil.
2:25-30).
Before Paul received this ministry he was the great

est healer of all the apostles. He more than duplicated
all that Peter did. But when the great change came, as
Israel's rejection of Messiah became more apparent, he
decided no longer to know Christ after the flesh, he
gave notice that the signs which accompanied the proc
lamation of the kingdom would cease, and intimated
that God had something much better in store for the
saints, not on earth but in heaven, not in the physical
realm, but in the spiritual.
Knowing Christ after the flesh (2 Cor. 5:19) refers
to Christ's flesh, not Paul's. Paul certainly woul4 not
claim a fleshly knowledge of Him as the basis of his
ministry hitherto. But he had been proclaiming Him as
the Messiah of Israel, as to His physical relationship to

the Circumcision. Christ was a Jew and lived and died
in their land and will restore the kingdom to them on the
basis of their physical relationship to Him. Gentile bless
ing on earth must flow through this channel. Paul had
been proclaiming Him as Israel's Messiah.
This is
"knowing Christ according to flesh". Healing and all
the other gifts were associated with knowing Christ after
the flesh. They continued in connection with that min
istry.

At that point in Paul's career when he wrote the
second epistle to the Corinthians he decided no longer
to know Christ after the flesh (2 Cor. 5:16). He was
entering the more excellent way. Christ according to
the flesh corresponds to the regeneration, as the king
dom is called. Its proclamation leads to the kingdom
and the millennium. That will be very good. It will be
excellent. But Paul, in spirit, has come to the end of

after the Flesh
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the millennium and enters the new creation (2 Cor. 5:
17). The result of no longer knowing Christ according
to the flesh is that "if any one is in Christ, there is a
new creation". This is the more excellent way. The
new birth leads to millennial blessing of which the gifts
were the sign. The new creation introduces us to an

unutterably higher sphere of blessing, based on faith,
which asks for no signs.
As Paul gradually entered this path his own health
became impaired, he could not cure his dearest friends,
he even left one of them, Trophimus, at Miletum, sick.
Ask him, in his Boman prison whether the gift of heal
ing has become inoperative. His answer might well be,
If it has not, why am I afflicted, and why is Timothy
often ill, and what of Trophimus and Epaphroditus?
And there is not a single instance where healing did
occur after the kingdom narrative in Acts had closed.
Physical healing is a sign and pledge of the material
marvels of the kingdom on earth.
While that is no
longer proclaimed, such attestations to its power are out
of place.
The experience of Paul and his friends clearly ac
cords with the absence of the gift of healing in the more
excellent way. My own experience for over a quarter
of a century in one of the centers of the healing move
ment confirms this interpretation.

Coming into contact with men who made the book of
Acts and the church order of Corinthians a matter of
present application, I could not but be struck with their
inconsistency in denying the presence of healing and the
other gifts in the church today. Being myself in feeble
health, I determined to investigate the matter thorough
ly, for, if there was healing, I certainly wanted it. My

opportunity came when I was* on a vacation for my

health's sake on an island in the Pacific. The principal
exponent of the doctrine of divine healing was also
there, and I sought an interview, desiring the scriptural
basis for the doctrine. He told stories of healing, but
failed to satisfy my desire for the teaching of the Word
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The "Divine Healing
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on the subject. Moreover, as I grew better and he grew
worse, his stories did not convince me. Since then I
have heard of thousands of cases and have investigated
a few. Most of them needed no investigation, for I pre

fer my own infirmity to their healing.
The man who was the most advertised case in
the leading mission worked for me and told me of his
wonderful cure. His crutch was still hanging in their
hall as evidence. Stripped of all imagination, his case
was simply this. He had been ill and was recovering.
He might have walked without his crutches but was too
downhearted to even try. Under the stimulus of the
excitement of the meeting his courage rose and he
walked without aid. Any mental healer or practitioner
could have produced similar results at the particular
crisis. Yet this was the great cure of which I had heard
so much! What a reflection on the miracles of Christ
to be classed with such a case!
Another instance. A neighbor, too ill to rise, under
the stimulus of a magnetic and persuasive healer left

her couch and crossed the room. How they rebuked me
for my lack of faith! I had to keep close for a while!
Within a month she was in her grave. Death denies
"divine healing". Healers and healed die of disease.
Had the kingdom come none of those healed would have
died except by violence or sin or design. The gift would
have preserved them in health and defied death.
A blind woman wished to be cured by a most notable
healer. In preparation for it she paid for instruction,
etc., in high hopes that she would recover sight. She
is still blind. Has the Lord discriminated against her?
Why cannot she be healed? She has proven her faith

by her works.

This brings us to the real truth as to so-called faith

healing.
Some cases can be cured temporarily, but
others are beyond its reach. The cases fall into precisely
the same groups as other systems of mental healing.
Functional diseases or functional complications which
usually accompany organic maladies are usually mental
in their origin and can be cured by ''faith", however

of the More Excellent Way
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induced. It is merely the power of mind over matter.
Now we must concede that the appeal to God's Word
is the strongest possible incentive to faith, and that men
tal healing under the guise of the miraculous should
have far more success than appeals to philosophy or
" science" or merely the power of repetition. These all
depend on the fact that there is no organic disease, but
only disturbances in the mental control of the body. If
we add to this the immense psychological effect of mass
meetings, we have one of the most powerful natural

means of ameliorating functional disease.
Everyone knows the vivifying effect of joy and hap
piness, and the depressing effect of worry. The mental
state powerfully influences the action of all the vital
organs. Even blindness and paralysis may be caused by
purely mental emotions.
Such cases as .these can be
cured by the mental healers of today, and especially by
those who seek to operate under the banner of the Bible.
But not one of them can accomplish the healing which
attested our Lord's messiahship or the nearness of the
kingdom in the days of the apostles.
The more excellent way of faith, expectation and love
involves the most exalted vision of God ever granted to
mortal man. Not only is He the Healer of earth's dis
eases during the days of the coming kingdom (to which
all the miracles of healing pointed) but He will heal the
hearts and minds of all His creatures in the consumma
tion. A hopeful outlook is the most potent of all medi
cines, and the universal reconciliation is the balm of
Gilead to every sin-stricken son of creation.
The immeasurable joy, the unbounded happiness
which fills our hearts in contemplation of God's purpose
is a sovereign panacea for all the ills of the mind, and
the functional maladies which the mind affects. We do
not need to force ourselves into the acceptance of a
formula which we do not believe. We do not need to
wrest the Scriptures which refer to the kingdom to pro
vide a foundation for our faith. We need only allow
the truth of God's great love and grace to permeate our
minds and hearts. This will remove the strain. This
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Let us have God's Best!

will do away with our worry. This will let us relax.
This will bring our functions back to normal. The sat
isfaction will relieve the blood pressure, calm the heart
action, remove imaginary ills. The joy will draw more

breath and oxygen from the air, stimulate the circula
tion; and increase the vitality. The joy of the Lord
will be our strength. It will temper the physical afflic
tions which God graciously sends to His servants to keep
them low and to magnify His power. This is the real
*'faith healing" of the more excellent way.
Paul's preparatory epistles, Romans, Corinthians,
and Galatians, give us the great divide bewteen the
teaching of the Pentecostal and.the present dispensa
tions. The thirteenth chapter of first Corinthians is
especially devoted to showing the relation between his
earlier course and his latest ministry, which is recorded
in the perfection epistles, Ephesians, Philippians, and
Colossians. Paul's ministry, unlike that of the twelve,
went from glory to glory. He did not receive aU at
first, but by gradual revelations, he ascended into the
celestial heights of present truth. We should follow to
the end, but, alas, we linger and lag behind. We imagine
we have attained the summit of truth when we read of
the marvelous endowments in the Corinthian ecclesias,
but the apostle assures us that he knows of "a more
excellent way", or a path suited to transcendence (1
Cor. 12:31),
We earnestly urge our beloved brethren to search
the thirteenth of Cortjiinthians for themselves.
The
more excellent way certainly does not include the gifts,
for it is in direct contrast with them and could not come
until they had been discarded. That is the way of child
hood, of fragmentary knowledge, of blurred vision. We
cannot dissociate the gifts from all these imperfections

and disabilities. Now that the more excellent way has
been revealed in Paul's later epistles, why cling to that
which God has made obsolete? Let us pursue the path
suited to transcendence, the way more excellent!

LOVE TRANSCENDENT

Paul, after he had set forth the three sections of the
secret (Eph. 1:3—2:22) began a prayer for the appre
ciation of the fathomless favors which he had revealed,

but broke off at its very commencement to give a sum

mary of this grace, which is now shown to the nations.
Let no one read the prayer, or its exposition, without
first drinking the preceding cup of blessings to its dregs.
Paul would not have interposed this parenthesis unless
it was vital to his petition. Now, however, he resumes,
"—On this behalf am I bowing my knees to the Father
..." (Eph. 3:14).

There is a practical lesson to be learned from this
parenthetical procedure. A prayer of such intensity as
the apostle's would not easily be diverted into an exposi
tion. If another had interrupted him, it would have
seemed most offensive. There must be a very powerful
reason why we must have knowedge before strength. We
must understand and grasp God's grace before we can
realize His love. It is useless to expatiate in glowing but
abstract terms on the transcendent love of God. We need
to see that love in exercise. We must view its activities.
Note: This study of Ephesians three is presented here as a
supplement to the preceding considerations from 1 Corinthians
thirteen. Another publication comparing 1 Corinthians with
Ephesians is "Spiritual Gifts for Today," which can be ordered
from the Concordant Publishing Concern.
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Petition for Spiritual Power

We must marvel at its achievements.

We must wonder

at its wisdom. Its scope must astonish us. Its riches must
ravish us. If a celestial messenger were to fly in mid
heaven with the proclamation "God is love," it might
reach their ears, but it would find no harbor in men's
hearts.
Paul's parenthetic interlude in the third of Ephesians
is the divine summary of present truth. It is the key to
the correct understanding of God's present activities.
All the wisdom of the world is not worth it. Much of
God's Word cannot be comprehended without it. No
other portion of the Scriptures has as much vital value to
the believer of this era. Let us, then, give it the place in
our hearts and thoughts that it deserves. May it prove
as enlightening to every reader of these lines as it is to
the writer! May it be the open sesame to the wealth and
glory and love which God has in store for all who love
Him during this day of Christ's rejection by Israel and
the world.
In our preaching, let us not urge men to believe with
out giving them a message for their faith. The evangel
does not consist in the exhortation to believe. Its sub
stance may be indicated by the simple phrase "Believe
God!" But the evangel itself consists of God's words
concerning Christ. It would be well if many of our
prayers that sinners be conciliated to God were inter
rupted, as Paul's was, in order to explain God's attitude
and the basis of our exhortation. So also, in ministering
to saints. Love cannot be pumped out of a dry well. First
prime the pump with the overflow of God's love, before
seeking a response in the hearts of His saints.
This
meditation is utterly dependent, therefore, on those
which have preceded it. It has little force for those who
have not grasped the gracious glories which God has
granted to the nations in the present secret administra
tion.
Once before Paul had indited a prayer on our behalf.

to Realize the Love of Christ
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The burden of that petition was that we should receive
a spirit, a spirit of wisdom and revelation, in order that
we may perceive the threefold secret (Eph. 1:15-19).
Now his petition is for spiritual power to realize the love
that underlies the new revelation (Eph. 3:14-22). What
a contrast with the approve^ prayers of today! We pray
for power, but it is for service. Our god is a little deity
who needs our help, not a great God Who wishes our
heads and our hearts. Let us not decry diligence in doing
His will, but let us never forget the better part chosen
by Mary, and the fact that she, though condemned by her
sister, was commended by her Lord. And who shall say
that Mary did not devote as much strength to her lessons
as Martha did to her household duties? Did we devote
one tenth as much energy to delving into the depths of
revelation as we do into the duties of a livelihood, how
great would be our appreciation of God's grace!
It is customary to name those derived from a common
stock after the father from whom they sprang. So we
find the sons of Israel divided into twelve tribes accord
ing to the patriarchs. They are known by the name of
their ancestors. In the world of spirit there is but one
Father, and all who are His, own Him as such. They
may be many families in the flesh, but in spirit they are
one. Israel, on earth, will receive her bounties from the
same Hand as the saints among the celestials.
STAUNCH WITH POWER,

THROUGH HIS SPIRIT,

IN THE MAN WITHIN

The previous prayer was to God: this is to the Father.
We rightly connect power with God, and affection with
the Father. Why, then, do we pray the Father for power
in this passage? Because the greatest display of power
is not connected with God as Creator, or with the recon
ciliation of the sinner, or even with great supernatural
manifestations. Far more is needed to give the saints a
grasp of the love which underlies this latest overflow of
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Nothing has any Vital Value

God's affection, as manifested in the Ephesian secret. If
the reader of these lines has been enabled to apprehend
the truth of the epistle to this point and goes on to lay
hold on the love which it reveals, he may rest assured
that it is the fruit of a spiritual force far beyond any
other in this administration of God's grace.
On all sides saints are seeking power—power for ser
vice, power for miracles, power for healing, power for
everything except the one thing essential: power to enter
tain and respond to the truth of the Ephesian secret.
It is this response for which the apostle is bowing his
knees. And why should not the supremest display of
God's grace and wisdom lead us into the greatest grasp of
His affection? How else could this be revealed? Yet
even after we are graced with the spirit of wisdom and
revelation in order to fit our minds to apprehend God's
secret grace, we may still be unable to fathom the love
from which all springs, and for which all operates.
God's glory is the universal goal. From the tiniest
insect in its aimless seeming way, to the most sovereign
sun star in its parabolic path, all have one common aim,
one pure purpose to perform. Men may deem the one a
foolish, fruitless wandering; they cannot see the star's
objective; but God has harnessed both to His chariot of
glory. The earth is His most fruitful field. Mankind is
the creature fittest to display His varied excellence. To
trace God's footsteps in the earth—that is the true
history of humanity. And such a narrative will yet
transform this darkling world into the brightest of the
heavenly luminaries, whose effulgent rays will reach the
utmost borders of the universe, and radiate the deepest
recesses of God's love.
God's goal is not gained until He receives the heart
felt adoration of all His creatures. Great as are His
efforts on our behalf, they are but the means to make
Him known. Ephesians does not find its climax in the
secret itself, but in a prayer for its appreciation.
A

unless it Leads to Love
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knowledge of the secret is not sufficient or satisfactory
to God unless it includes a heart-hungry occupation and
enjoyment of the surpassing love of Christ. Even before
the secret was made known the apostle could say, "If I
should be perceiving all secrets... yet have no love, I
am nothing" (1 Cor. 13:2). Nothing has any vital
value unless it leads to love. It is the glory of God's
wisdom that all things in the universe, including sin and
hate, shall be lured into the livery of love.
At present most of God's creatures are out of harmony
with Him. He is either unknown, ignored, or defied.

The ideal relationship with God is well expressed by the
word " complement."
His creatures should combine
with Him to make one harmonious whole. All that is in
Him should find a response in them. There should be
such mutual reciprocation in every relationship of life
as will be most delightful to both. He is the Creator and
we should take our place as His creatures. He is the
Father, we His beloved sons. He the Reconciler, we the
reconciled. He the Deliverer, we the delivered. But
more than this, we are accorded a place with Christ in
His work of revealing Him to the celestial hosts. It is
only as we ourselves are filled with His affection that it
can overflow to others.
HIS GLORIOUS RICHES

No epistle in the Scriptures is so full of harmonies as
Ephesians. There is a continual assurance that each
phase of our blessing is in accord with all the rest. Our
sonship suits the delight of His will (1:5). The "for
giveness" of our offenses is raised on the scale to har
monize with the riches of His grace (1:7). The secret of
His will is consonant with His delight (1:9). Our pre
destination is in unison with His purpose (1:11). Paul's
dispensation agrees with God's grace which, in its turn
is attuned to His powerful operation (3:7). The insight
of the celestials is in line with the purpose of the eons
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(3:11). So, now, power is desired such as will harmo
nize with His glorious riches (3:16). Paul prays for a
power which will accord with the wealth of glory which
has become ours through this new revelation.
God's riches are glorious. In these last days riche3
have increased. There are many men of vast wealth, and
fortunes have been amassed which are amazing. Much
of our unrighteousness and crime is connected with
money. It occasions far more misery than it alleviates.
In general, riches are a menace to society. Yet all will
acknowledge that wealth has power. It is fast becoming
the paramount force in human affairs.
It overrides
social prestige and political influence. What could we
not accomplish with an unlimited command of means!
Yet one thing cannot be bought by all the wealth of all
the world. That is love. God's wealth alone has the
moral glory that influences the affections.
Outwardly we may be as weak as Timothy, with his
frequent infirmities. We may be clothed in rags and
live in the meanest of shelters. There may be nothing to
indicate that we are rolling in the real riches.
This
wealth is not for the outer man at present. It is spiritual,
and for the spirit. It is for the man within. Men behold
the external appearance, God looks on the heart. Through
His Spirit our hearts become the habitation of Christ.
This is the ground of our strength. The meanest human
heart, indwelt by Christ, has a glory that surpasses the
temple of Solomon. All its moral values are living in
him.
GROUNDED IN LOVE

Our vitality and stability depend upon the apprehen
sion of God's love. As a plant seeks its sustenance and
strength in the soil, so we should search for our sustentation and support in the subsoil of all of God's activities,
the fact of His affection. We can flourish in no other
ground. Here alone can our roots find nurture and our
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trunk find strength. Both of these are necessary for
fruit. The most beautiful tree in all my garden fell to
the ground.
It had ample roots, but was not well
grounded. It could not withstand the winds of adversity.
How many of us have failed to fasten firmly on the love
transcendent? Only in this can we stand and bring
forth fruit for God's delectation.
Nothing else will
delight Him. No substitute should satisfy us. Hence,
let us pray this prayer for ourselves. Let us make it a
petition for all saints. Only thus can we grasp these
immeasurable measurements.
THE TRANSCENDENT

DIMENSIONS

OP THE LOVE OF CHRIST

The transcendent love of Christ and the dimensions of
the secret are usually merged into one. However, let us
remember that the apostle has interrupted his prayer to
explain the secret, and this is the subject on his heart
as he proceeds. He expatiates on the vastness of its
scope in order to make this a stepping-stone to that
which lies beyond. No one can grasp the transcendent
dimensions of the love of Christ without an amazed
wonder at the moral breadth and length and depth and
height involved in this, God's latest and highest revela
tion.
THE BREADTH

A characteristic feature of the tabernacle in the wil
derness was the width of the gate which led into the
court. It indicated something of the breadth of the
evangel in the era which it typified. Though Israelites
could enter, yet all aliens were shut out. So with the
proclamation in the early part of Acts. They spoke to
the Jews only. Gentiles could not enter without becom
ing proselytes of Judaism. Now, the evangel is for all.
In effect, the gate of the tabernacle is only a hindrance,
for the whole wall surrounding the tabernacle is now
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taken down. Access to God is unhindered. The evangel
could be no broader. Corresponding to this, the central
wall of the temple has been abolished. In this aspect
the present grace is unlimited in breadth.
Not only is the secret evangel all inclusive now, but the
future service of the saints is all embracing. Israel
will broaden out to evangelize the whole earth in the day
of her glory. When we enter our proper allotment, we
will reach out to the utmost bounds of the universe. Our
parish will include all of the celestial hosts. Tell me
the breadth of the universe and I will give you one of
the dimensions of this secret. The physical measure is an
index of its moral extent. It is an indication of the
vastness of Christ's love.
THE LENGTH

In space, we can hardly make a distinction between
its length and breadth, for both are beyond our grasp.
Perhaps we should think of time, when meditating on its
length. It goes back before the eons, long before the
entrance of sin. It preceded the disruption in God's
purpose. It is the earliest intimation of God's love for
His creatures. We were not an afterthought with God.
Let us revel in the realization that He thought of us
long before He took up His earthly people Israel. His
care for us is not due to the rebound arising from Israel's
rejection of His favor. We are His first love, the earliest
to call forth His affection.
THE DEPTH

The Ephesian secret not only has the greatest sweep of
any of God's administrations, but it digs down into the
very dregs of human depravity and soars to the highest
heavens. Israel had promises and privileges which raised
them above the balance of mankind. The Gentiles were
below them, far from God, sunk in sin, ignorant and
alienated, deserving only death. The grace of God reaches
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down into the deepest depths of degradation for the
trophies of its triumph.
Never in the story of this somber scene, had come a
time so dark and dismal as the days that followed Paul's
final visit to Jerusalem and his imprisonment in Eome.
The Jews will not have Messiah. Neither will they allow
the other nations any place. Paul is a prisoner. Every
avenue of blessing seems effectually choked. Everything
is ripe for judgment. So it seemed. Then, with a spirit
ual convulsion as great as the material cataclysm which
ends Jehovah's day, a place is prepared for a new
creation. God creates a new, a spiritual sphere, unheard
of and unknown. He reveals this present secret economy,
which fills the hosts of heaven with admiring wonder and
the hearts of His hallowed with impassioned praise.
THE HEIGHT

Israel will have the highest place on earth.

We will

have the supreme position in the heavens. What can be
higher than that? No celestial creature will be above us.
All will be beneath. Had we been raised to a place of
blessing under Israel, as will be the portion of the nations
in the coming eon, that would have been an undeserved
and undreamed exaltation. Had we been put upon a par
with them, that would have been an almost unthinkable
elevation. To be the humblest in heaven, how far beyond
our highest hopes! To be equal to celestials would seem
the limit of human anticipation. Truly, it never has
entered into the human heart what God has for those
who love Him! Highest of the high, we shall be above
all the heavenly host.
TRANSCENDENT

LOVE

All of these dimensions are love tokens. Each adds to
our assurance and appreciation of His affection. Each is
a step which raises us to the temple of Christ's love. We
cannot now measure these dimensions. We have no means
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to calculate their immensity. They are beyond our pow
ers. So is the love to which they lead. It is like the
universe itself, which seems to expand as it is explored.
The most powerful telescope, with photographic plates
that picture millions of stars that human eyes have
never seen, cannot find the boundary of God's material
world.
Its transcendent size is a parable of the im
mensity of the love that conceived it, which is embodied
in His Christ, and which has been revealed in the moral
dimensions of the Ephesian secret.
THE EONS OF THE EONS

The coming eon is particularly concerned with God's
glory in Israel. It includes the day of Jehovah. The
succeeding eon approximates our present status. It will
be the day of God. Then God's glory will be publicly
displayed in accord with the present spiritual mani
festation. Israel's spiritual supremacy will be past in
that concluding eon. Now it is only eclipsed temporarily.
Then God will tabernacle with mankind, as such. No
temple, no priesthood will bar their approach to Him.
It is serenely satisfactory to see that the only occurrence
of this phrase, "the eon of the eons," occurs in Ephesians, for this epistle sets forth spiritual blessings for
the nations which parallel those of that day. It is true
that the Son still rules, and the saints still reign, but
their authority will be near its vanishing point for lack
of opposition. Those who are near God need few re
straints.
But that eon will not only witness the nearness of the
nations on the earth. It will be the scene of celestial
splendors among the star strewn empyrean. God will be
glorified on earth beyond all previous administrations.
But His greatest glory will shine forth through the
celestial saints, the ecclesia which is Christ's body. Hav
ing learned the lesson of Christ's transcendent love, it
will be their lot to publish it abroad among the heavenly
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hosts, from the north star to the Southern Cross. Then
we shall have the greatest privilege which can be
accorded to any person. We shall bring glory to God
and good to His creatures. Vessels of grace are we, not
only to have and to hold, but to give and to gratify.

Our bliss will not be base4 on ourselves, but in blessing

God and benefitting His handiwork.
This is the keynote, on which our happiness began.
Our salvation, our justification, our reconciliation, our
glorification are merely the means of glorifying God.
This thought, once it enters into our heart, will give us
rest and relief from ourselves, and serene surcease from
dread of the future. Our personal destiny is so pitifully
unimportant in this great universe, when viewed by it
self. But when it is seen to be a part of God's own glory,
it ceases to be insignificant. It is no longer inconsequent.
It must be safe and sure. It cannot fail or fall. It is
not the reward of our merits, for we have none. It is
reared on our demerits, of which we have no lack. Let us
but see that we are the instruments for revealing God's
grace, and essential to His goal, and we have the best
basis of eonian bliss which man has ever imagined.
Hence we too are bowing our knees to the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that Christ may dwell in our
hearts through faith, and that we, having been rooted
and grounded in love, should be strong to grasp the
breadth and length and height—so as to know the trans
cendent dimensions of the love of Christ.
a.e.k.
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