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PREFACE

Out

of the

Universal

Truth calls Its

Own, lighting Its

beacon - fire on the

mountain top, to at

tract the way-faring Pilgrim

in the valley. Those who have

heard the call and are on the path

to 'knowing, diligently seek the signs

of guidance. May this little volume

aid you, dear Reader, in seeing the Light

for illuminating your pathway to Him Who ts

THE

TRUTH

CHRIST JESUS, OUR LORD, LIFE AND HEAD



Chapter I.

GOD HAS SPOKEN

All Scripture is inspired by God, and is beneficial

for teaching, for exposure, for correction, for dis

cipline in righteousness, that the man of God may

be equipped, fitted out for every good act.

(2 Timothy 3:16-17).

This Scripture assures us that God has spoken. He

magnifies His Word above all His name (Psa. 138:2),

because, therein, He has given to man His revelation of

Divine light and life and love. The entrance of His

words giveth light. The sacred Scriptures are able to

make you wise for salvation, through faith in Christ

Jesus, for the life which now is, and the abundant life

which is future. His Word also reveals His unspeakable

love, which alone can fill and satisfy every heart. There

fore, nothing can compare with the riches of the assur

ance of understanding in all His Word and will. But

misconceptions—cobwebs of human tradition—obscure

the light and people walk in darkness and confusion.

Realizing this deplorable condition, a voluntary associa

tion of faithful servants have devoted more than a quar

ter of a century to the work of studying, investigating,

concordantly translating and publishing the facts and

truths of the Ancient Manuscripts of the inspired Sacred

Scriptures, that all earnest students of God's Word may

be assured of what He has really revealed. Through

these untiring, painstaking labors, many precious truths

have been recovered, and a richer effulgence of light and

understanding of the Scriptures is being enjoyed than at

any time since the days of the apostles. His love con

strains us to share this wealth of spiritual grace with all

who have hearing ears and teachable spirits. This is the

motivating purpose of this little volume '' How to Scrip-

turally Study the Scriptures".



Chapter II.

A DIVINE ADMONITION OF ENDEAVOR

The matter of our relationship to God, as our Father, in

salvation and reconciliation, is that of His gratuitous

grace —'unmerited favor' — through the deliverance

which is in Christ Jesus, for heart obedient faith. But

the question of our standing before Christ, in that day,

as Lord and Master, having His approval, hearing His

well-done, and receiving awards, will depend on our

faithfulness. It calls for that grounded and settled per

sistence in the faith, with an earnest, conscientious en

deavor for knowing and obediently doing His good, well-

pleasing and mature will. And He has not left us with

out instructions as to our duty, but has given clear, un

mistakable counsel for presenting ourselves approved

unto Him. It reads,

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman

that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the

word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15).

But immediately our loss begins by allowing this

admonition to thoughtlessly pass by as a familiar text of

words! It should not be thus, for God is speaking, and

each word breathes an inspired thought to every believer

in Christ Jesus, and calls for heart reverence and con

sideration, recognition and obedience.

How I wish it were possible to convey to my reader

the invaluable wealth of light that has come through

the concordant vocabulary system of word study. I

am sure it would inspire a more reverent and prayerful

study for gaining the true meaning conveyed by each

word we read in the sacred Scriptures. Yet the text

which we are considering has become so very familiar to

students of the Scriptures, that the weight and serious

ness of the inspired admonition of endeavor, which it



God's Counsel for Believers 5

presses upon each heart, is almost totally lost. Therefore,

that we may quicken our spirits afresh with this divine

counsel of endeavor, let us give thoughtful study to the

various shades of emphasis which different translations

bring out of the first six words of the original text.

Study to show thyself approved unto God,—King James

Version.

Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God,—

American Revised Version and Rotherham.

Be diligent to present Thyself to God, an approved Work

man,—Wilson's Diaglott.

Strive diligently to present thyself approved unto God,—

J. N. Darby.

Earnestly seek to commend yourself to God,—Weymouth.

Do your utmost to show yourself true to God,—20th

Century.

Endeavor to present yourself to God, qualified.—Concord

ant Version.

YOU-BB-DILIGENT YOURSelf tested TO-BESIDE-STAND tO-THE

God,—literal Greek.

A heart study of these translations should reveal to

the reader the profound seriousness of the admonition of

this text. It allows no place for the modern religious

pastime of just reading the Bible, but lays upon the

heart of every believer in Christ Jesus, Divine counsel to

"study," "give diligence," "earnestly seek," "do your

utmost," "strive diligently," "endeavor to present your

self to God, approved or qualified, ..." Therefore, to

indifferently neglect this solemn counsel of endeavor, and

fail to "rightly divide the word of truth", is sure to

result in being unapproved, disqualified, ashamed work

men when called to stand before Him in that day.



Chapter III.

HOW TO SCRIPTURALLY STUDY THE

SCRIPTURES

As a teacher of the Scriptures, I am continually meet

ing the question from earnest people, '' How may I study

the Scriptures so as to be assured of gaining the correct

knowledge and heart understanding of them?" And

when the question of "method" for studying the Scrip

tures is raised, we find ourselves facing the bewildering

problem of choosing out of almost as many '' methods'' as

there are teachers, each proposing to have the method,

and all claiming to be based on the Bible! Both recogniz

ing and sympathizing with all serious students of the

Scriptures concerning this deplorable condition, and be

lieving that God not only inspired the Scriptures, but

that He also gave inspired instructions for studying

them, I am suggesting three texts, which, if faithfully

and consistently followed in Scripture study, will deliver

the reader from all the profane prattlings of human wis

dom and opinions, and establish him firm, founded and

unshakable in the truth of God as taught by the Holy

Spirit, with all the riches of the assurance of under

standing. They are,

1. Have a Pattern of Sound Words—2 Tim. 1:13.

2. Distinguish the Things that Differ—Phil. 1:10,

American Revised Version, margin, and Rother-

ham.

3. Rightly Divide the Word of Truth—2 Tim. 2:15.

The value of these inspired admonitions in Scripture

study cannot be estimated. Years of the most exacting

tests, in both study and lecture work, have proved them

infallible guides. I now ask the earnest consideration of

the reader as I suggest their application for Scripturally

Studying the Scriptures.



Chapter IV

HAVE A PATTEEN OF SOUND WORDS

Paul wrote to Timothy in his last letter:

Have a pattern of sound words, which you hear

from me, in faith and love which are in Christ

Jesus (2 Tim. 1:13).

Immediately, the question is asked: "What does it

mean to l Have a pattern of sound words' ?'' By way of

explanation, let us bear in mind the fact that thought is

expressed in words, and if those words do not express the

exact thought of the speaker or writer his exact thought

is not expressed. Hence, we see the basic importance of

having a "form", "stencil", or "pattern" of sound

words expressing. the exact thoughts contained in the

original languages in which the Scriptures were written,

if we are to get the exact thoughts which God revealed.

In the second place, it will be well to remember that

God did not speak or have the Scriptures written in Eng

lish. Our Bible is only a translation into English of what

God inspired holy men to write in the Hebrew, Chaldee

and Greek languages. Therefore, it becomes evident to

all, that, unless we have "a pattern of sound words" in

our English Bible, expressing exactly and precisely what

God said in the original languages of inspiration, we will

not have God's thoughts. We will merely have man's

opinionated version of God's Word.

Now in this connection I am often asked the question:

'' If God wrote the Bible and leads us into all truth by the

Holy Spirit, why is it that one person reads the Bible and

gets one understanding, and another reads it and gets a

different Understanding?" The answer is twofold.

Oftentimes the confusion begins before they ever read or

study their Bible, by forming preconceived ideas and

opinions and then going to the Bible to find inferences or
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proofs for them! But the fundamental cause for all this

difference of understanding and confusion arises because

they are thinking through "words which man's wisdom

teacheth" instead of having "a pattern of sound words",

"taught by the Holy Spirit" (1 Cor. 2:13).

The fact that "sound words" are indispensable to a

clear understanding of what God has revealed, is empha

sized to us in the statement that "All Scripture is in

spired by God,"—literally, God-spirited. And confirm

ing this, the Psalmist, speaking by the Holy Spirit,

declared that "the words ^f the Lord are pure words",

"purified" or cupelled as silver in a furnace, "seven

fold" (Psa. 12:6), which, of course, insures purity of

expression. And our Lord, Himself, emphasized all this

still.further, when He said, "one jot or one tittle shall in

no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled" (Mat.

5:18), revealing that the smallest letter, the iota or yod,

and the smallest mark, the ceriph (which distinguishes

one letter from another in the Hebrew language), are

inspired and necessary for the exact understanding of

what God has written. Now with the assurance of all

this inspired exactitude in the original languages, and the

admonition to Timothy to cling to the exact Greek expres

sions of inspiration used by the apostle Paul, of how

much greater need is there for you and me, dear reader,

to study, give diligence, and earnestly seek a version or

translation of the Scriptures in the English language,

based upon a consistent, dependable, concordant "pat

tern of sound words", expressing exactly and precisely

what God said in the original languages of His Word, if

we are to get understanding as He has spoken.

AN ILLUSTRATION

To clearly illustrate to my reader the reality of

all this, I will relate an incident of correspondence with

my esteemed friend and fellow laborer in the Lord,

A. E. Knoch, then in Germany. On receiving an import-
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ant letter from me, he dispatched a cablegram, the con

cluding sentence of which read,

... WE BELIEVE GOD KNOCH.

The phrase sounded so queer to the operators tran

scribing the message, that they translated it to read as

they thought it ought to read, and delivered the message

to me reading,

WE BELIEVE GOD KNOWS. (No name signed).

Immediately I was struck with the similarity of how our

translators, in all good intention, have transcribed God's

revelation in many places as they thought it aught to

read, but failed as deplorably in expressing the correct

thoughts of inspiration as the transcribers of my cable

gram, and with far more serious results! How exceeding

ly careful, then, we should be to have "a pattern of

sound words" by which we may be assured of having the

exact thoughts which God expressed in the original lan

guages of inspiration and not what man thought He

intended to say!

UNSOUND WORDS OF HUMAN TRADITION

I will now call attention to some of the unsound

words and phrases of human tradition as well as the

insidious perversions of Scripture which have deceived

people into a most deplorable state of belief as to what

the Bible is supposed to teach. I will list only the more

familiar expressions known, used, and believed to be in

the Bible. To multitudes, the Bible is supposed to teach:

1. "Every tub shall stand on its own bottom."

2. "Cleanliness is next to godliness."

3. "Joining the church."

4. "The unpardonable sin."

5. "The immortality of the soul."

6. "The Deity of Christ."

7. "Eternal death."

8. "The incorrigilles."

9. "Flesh and blood cannot enter the kingdom of God."

10. "Absent from the body is to be present with the Lord."
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11. "The Holy Trinity^—God the Father, God the Son, God

the Holy Ghost, and these three are one."

12. "Hell is seven times hotter than the hottest fire that

can be built on earth."

13. "The second death, from which there is no resurrec

tion."

14. "The time will come when you cannot tell winter

from summer, except by the putting forth of the

leaves on the trees."

15. "The way of salvation is so plain, that a wayfaring

man, though a fool, should not err therein."

Such insidious errors of unsound words of human

tradition and perversions of Scripture from degenerate

theology could be multiplied, but these will suffice to

reveal to all earnest students of God's Word how very

careful we should be in our Scripture study; first, that

we may not "add to" or "take from" the Scriptures,

and thereby make God say what He has not said; and

second, that we may clear our minds of all these tradi

tions and corruptions which God has not said, and fill our

hearts with the Word of Truth in its purity of expression

in accord with "a pattern of sound words", so that we

may think and speak as He has spoken.

UNSOUND WORDS OF TRANSLATION

I will now direct study to a few passages containing

unsound words of translation which have become a source

of serious confusion and misunderstanding among stud

ents of the Scriptures. Many read the King James Bible

with never a thought or question as to its correctness of

expression, yet in the original preface (usually omitted

from American editions), the translators acknowledge no

system by which to effect a true and dependable transla

tion, but simply trust their own human judgment by

agreeing among themselves as to their "opinions" on dif

ficult passages, and put them in! Therefore, bear in

mind this fact, that, if you have only the loose, unsound,

opinionated words of men, instead of "a pattern of

sound words" expressing exactly and precisely what
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God said in the original languages of inspiration, you do

not have His Word. You merely have man's opinionated

version of God's Word, regardless of how sincere and

well-intentioned they may have been. Thus, it will be

evident to the reader that the matter of having God's

Word and being assured in all His will, is not a question

of sentiment or the opinions of good men, but "a pattern

of sound words" expressing exactly what the Holy Spirit

taught in the original languages of the Scriptures.

UNSOUND WORDS VS. SOUND WORDS

Our knowledge is relative, and our most lasting im

pressions come from comparisons. Therefore, an unprej

udiced, conscientious comparison of some of the difficult

and questionable passages of the King James' transla

tion, containing unsound words, with a concordant ver

sion of "sound words", will enable the reader to appre

ciate the value of a translation based on the definite,

dependable laws of language rather than on fallible

human authority.

In Genesis 1:1-2, the King James Bible reads,

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

And the earth was without form and void; and darkness

(was) upon the face of the deep.

Practically all readers get the understanding from

this translation that God created the earth "without

form and void". In the celebrated Evolution Trial held

at Dayton, Tennessee, several years since, Mr. Darrow

requested of Mr. Bryan to describe something that could

be created ''without form and void"! Scientists have

poked fun at the "Bible" because of this expression, and

false reverence for a book, based on sentiment instead of

heart love for the inspired truth of God, has constrained

people to accept and pretend to believe this statement in

spite of its incongruous absurdity. A concordant trans

lation of the original reads intelligently and gives under

standing.
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In the beginning God creates the heavens and the earth.

And the earth becomes waste and sterile, and darkness

is on the surface of the abyss.

That this is the correct rendering is confirmed by

Isaiah 45:18, as rendered by the American Standard

Revised Version, which speaks of the primal creation be

fore the earth "becomes waste and sterile". It reads:

For thus saith Jehovah that created the heavens, the God

that formed the earth, and made it, that established it

and created it not a waste, that formed it to be inhab

ited: I am Jehovah and there is none else!

This Scripture confirms the truth that the earth was

created "not a waste" in the first verse of Genesis, but

"to be inhabited", and at a later date, through some

great cataclysmic judgment, spoken of in the original

Scriptures as katabole, meaning "disruption", not

"foundation" (Eph. 1:4; 1 Pet. 1:20; John 17:24;

Heb. 4:3; 9:26; Mat.13: 35; 25:34; Luke 11:50; Rev.

13: 8; 17: 8), "the earth becomes waste and sterile, and

darkness is oh the surface of the abyss". This compari

son reveals the true worth of "a pattern of sound words"

in translation for giving the assurance of understanding

of what God has really said.

In the King James Bible we often read the expression,

The first day of the week, . . .

How few in Christendom realize that this is a distorted,

fallacious translation, founded upon human precept and

tradition, gullibly swallowed by both students and schol

ars alike! The phrase occurs eight times: Matthew 28:1 ;

Mark 16:2; Luke 24:1; John 20:1, 19; Acts 20:7;

1 Corinthians 16: 2; and Mark 16: 9 with a slight varia

tion. The original of this phrase in each of the three old

est manuscripts reads: mia ton sabbaton, which literally

means in English, one of-the sabbaths. The translators

altered one to read "first", then inserted the word

"day" (note that it is printed in italics in your Bible,

which denotes that the word is not in the original manu-
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scripts), and then changed the plural sabbaths to the

singular word "week"! No more perfidious and decep

tive work of translation can be imagined, and multitudes

have been deceived by it to believe that Christ arose on

Sunday, and that it is the day ordained by God as the

'' Christian sabbath"! But in the language taught by the

Holy Spirit, the first seven occurrences of the phrase, as

given above, should consistently read "one of the sab

baths". The expression denotes any one of the series of

"seven sabbaths" from the waving of the sheaf of "first

fruits" until Pentecost (Lev. 23:15), while Mark 16:9

should read "the first sabbath", and denotes the "first"

one of the series, and the sabbath on which our Lord

arose from among the dead. Christ came "only to the

lost sheep of the house of Israel" (Mat. 15: 24), "for the

sake of the truth of God, to confirm the patriarchal

promises" (Rom. 15:8), and fulfilled the law of first

fruit by becoming "the Firstfruit from among the dead"

on wave-sheaf sabbath. Thus it may be observed and rec

ognized by the thoughtful student, that all this truth of

God, relating to Christ as the great Firstfruit, coming

forth from among the dead on wave-sheaf sabbath, has

been perverted and lost through unsound words of faulty

translation.

In Acts 19:2, the King James version reads,

Have you received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?

The thought conveyed by this incorrect translation,

together with failure to "rightly divide the word of

truth", has become the basis of a misleading philosophy

of a so-called "second blessing", of which the Scriptures

speak nothing. A concordant translation of the phrase

reads,

Did you obtain holy spirit when believing?

The circumstances and conditions under which the

question was asked do not apply today, but belonged in
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the Pentecostal administration, covered by the book of

Acts, and applied only to those who had come under

John's ministry, and knew nothing of the coming of the

Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. Today, with God's

complete revelation, we know that the Holy Spirit has

come. And in the present Secret Administration, re

vealed during the conclusion of the book of Acts, A.D. 61

to 63, when Paul wrote Ephesians (Eph. 3:1-8), God's

grace overflows to the believer for salvation in this man

ner:

In Whom you also—when hearing the word of truth, the

evangel of your salvation—in Whom, when believing also,

you are sealed with the holy spirit of promise (which is

an earnest of the enjoyment of our allotment until the

deliverance of that which has been procured) for the

laud of His glory! (Eph. 1:13-14).

In Romans 1:16-17, Paul speaks of not being ashamed

of the evangel, and says, as translated in the King James

Bible,

For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from

faith to faith.

Then again, in chapter 3:22, they translate,

Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus

Christ, unto all and upon all them that believe.

The grand truth which God is revealing in these two

Scriptures has been beclouded by the translations and

almost lost to the reader today. The texts concordantly

read,

For in it (the evangel) God's righteousness is being

revealed out of faith for faith, . . .

Yet a righteousness of God, through Jesus Christ's faith,

for all and on all who are believing, . . .

A comparative study of these renderings with those of

the King James Bible reveals that our translators did not

recognize that our Lord Jesus Christ manifested faith in

the great transaction which God wrought in Him on the

cross, and that our salvation is "out of" or "through"
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His faith, "for" our faith. Christ is "the Inaugurator

and Perfecter of faith" (Heb. 12:2), for He not only

did good and kept the law, but He believed God even

when He smote Him for our sins. Therefore, the right

eousness of God is being revealed "out of faith for

faith", that is, "out of" and "through" Jesus Christ's

faith, "for all and on all who are believing9'. The heart

realization of the glorious truth of these Scriptures is

truly a blessing which fills.

The King James Bible gives Eomans 7:24 thus:

O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from

the body of this death? I thank God through Jesus

Christ our Lord.

For more than three hundred years this question has

been read and reread by students, but the heart-com

forting answer has been lacking. The Concordant Ver

sion, following the corrector of the oldest and most valu

able manuscript of the Scriptures—the Sinaitic—restores

the answer that has been lost all these years. It reads,

A wretched man am I! What will rescue me out of this

body of death? Grace! Now I am thanking God, through

Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Next we have the important passage of Romans 8: 30

rendered as follows:

Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also

called: and whom He called, them He also justified: and

whom He justified, them He also glorified.

This verse presents many difficulties to the close stu

dent of the Scriptures. The "did predestinate" need not

be questioned, but how could Paul say that these were

also called (in the past) when Romans was penned? If

this be strictly true as it reads, then we have no place in

this Scripture, for we were not called until the far future

from that time! The concordant method of translation

discovered that the Greek "aorist" verb is indefinite—

covering the past, the present, and the future. It
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changes acts to facts; transforms deeds into truth.

Notice how clear and applicable the whole passage be

comes when concordantly translated:

Now whom He designates beforehand, these He calls

also, and whom He calls, these He justifies also: now

whom He justifies, these He glorifies also.

This affords a place in His " predestinating" work

for believers in the past, the present, and in the future,

until His glorious purpose has been finished. It creates

no confusion with the time when the epistle was written.

The rendering blends beautifully with the great truth of

the chapter, and imparts permanence and majesty to

God's methods of drawing us to Himself.

In 2 Corinthians 8:1. we have a passage that but few

can understand. It reads,

Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God

bestowed upon the churches of Macedonia.

We might as well quote the Greek of this verse and

expect people to understand it as to expect them to

understand this rendering of the King James Version.

But note the clear understanding which comes immedi

ately with a concordant translation:

Now we are making known to you, brethren, the grace of

God which has been bestowed in the ecclesias of Mace

donia.

Next, let us examine Hebrews 11:1, which has been

translated in the King James Bible to read,

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evi

dence of things not seen.

It is evident to all who will think the matter through,

that faith is neither "substance" nor "evidence" as it is

rendered in this passage. Faith is intangible, and is

therefore the very opposite of substance. It cannot be

come "substance" without being transmuted into sight,

and is then no longer faith! Later versions changed

"substance" to read "confidence", yet this is not at all
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suitable for some of the other contexts where the word

occurs. The Concordant Version renders it uniformly,

Now faith is an assumption of what is being expected, a

conviction concerning matters which are not being ob

served.

The word " assumption" fits every passage in which

this word occurs, and opens a marvelous understanding

otherwise not possible to enjoy. Faith assumes that to be

truth which it expects to become fact in the future.

Eevelation 1:1 of the King James Version reads,

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto

Him to shew unto His servants things which must short

ly come to pass;

Christendom is groaning under the burden of the

many and varied expositions that have been written and

published upon the book of Revelation, with the great

majority misled as to the purpose and time of the book

because of the false translation of this opening verse. It

should read,

The Unveiling of Jesus Christ, which God gives to Him,

to show to His slaves what must occur swiftly.

"What must occur swiftly," not soon or "shortly",

but with speed when it does take place. This will be made

clearer to our understanding if we will study the word in

another context where the basic meaning is unquestion

able. John 20:3-4 affords the unmistakable meaning of

the word. On the morning of the resurrection, John and

Peter came out and started together to the tomb, but

John "did outrun", or as the original expresses it, "runs

more swiftly (not "shortly") before Peter and came to

the tomb first". If the Unveiling of Jesus Christ started

"shortly" after John wrote it, it has moved very slowly

indeed! The fact is, it has not, as yet, started. But when

it does commence, its fulfillment will "occur swiftly".

Thus we may observe that God lingers in dispensing

grace, but hastens in executing judgment. This calls for
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a future fulfillment of Revelation, after the "complement

of the nations may be entering" (Rom. 11: 25), and the

present secret administration of grace is closed.

COMPARISON OF VERSIONS

Having shown many examples of how standardized,

consistent translation opens up God's Word to our

understanding, I will now quote one more verse (1 Cor.

10:13) as rendered in the original editions of eight ver

sions, that we may note the progressive improvements

made in spelling, punctuation, diction and clearness of

expression over a period of a little more than five hun

dred years.
WYCLIFFE—1380

temptacioun take not zou' but mannes temptacioun' for god

is trewe whiche schal not suffre zou to be temptid aboue that

that ze moun' but he schal make with temptacioun also puruy-

aunce that ze moun suffre.

TYNDALE—1534

There hath none other temptacion taken you' but soche as

followeth the nature of man. But God is faythfuir which shall

not suffer you to be tempted above youre strenght: but shall in

the myddes of the temptacion make awaye to escape out.

CRANMER—1539

Ther hath none other temptacyon taken you, but soch as

followeth the nature of man. But God is faythfull whych shall

not suffer you to be tempted aboue youre strength: but shall in

the myddes of the temptacion make a waye, that ye maye be

able to beare it.

GENEVA—1557

There hath none other tentation taken you, but such as

appartayneth to man: but God is faithful, which shal not

suffer you to be tempted aboue your strengthe: but shal in the

myddes of the tentation make away, that ye may be able to

beare it.

RHEIMS-DOUAY—1582

Let not tentation apprehend you, but humane, and God is

faithful, who vvil not suffer you to be tempted aboue that

which you are able: but vvil make also with tentation issue,

that you may be able to susteine.

AUTHORIZED (King James)—1611

There hath no temptation taken you, but such as is com

mon to man: but God is faithfull, who wil not suffer you to bee

tempted aboue that you are able: but wil with the temptation

also make a way to escape, that ye may bee able to beare it.
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AMERICAN STANDARD REVISED—1901

There hath no temptation taken you but such as man can

bear: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted

above that ye are able; but will with the temptation make also

the way of escape, that ye may be able to endure it.

CONCORDANT VERSION—1926

No trial/has taken you except what is human. Now God is

faithful, Who will not be leaving you to be tried above what

you are able, but, together with the trial, will be making the

sequel also, to enable you to undergo it.

It is evident that God does not make "a way of

escape " from trials, as many of His saints have found by

experience. If He did, why or how could that enable

them to bear it? They could not endure the trial if He

took them out of it! He makes the sequel. All great

examples of trial were sustained by the contemplation of

the issue, the fruit, the blessed outcome which they were

designed to produce.

CONCLUSION

These examples of unsound words of translation

should reveal to every serious student of the Scriptures

the importance of heeding the inspired instructions to

have "a pattern of sound words" as "taught by the

Holy Spirit", if we are to be assured of having the exact

expression and gaining the correct knowledge and

understanding of what God has revealed in His Word.

It should make us exceedingly careful about believing

divisive articles, dogmas and doctrines built on such

imperfections as are manifest in the King James Bible.

Since the King James Bible was issued in 1611—over

three hundred years ago—more than 60 new Dictionaries

have been issued to keep pace with the growth and

changes of the English language. And again, remember,

that since the King James Version was made, the three

oldest and most valuable manuscripts of the Sacred

Scriptures have been found and made accessible to schol

ars. The Sinaitic Manuscript was purchased from the

Soviet Government of Russia in 1933 by the British
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Government at the enormous cost of $510,000. The Alex

andrian Manuscript was already in the possession of the

British Museum, having been presented to Charles I, by-

Cyril Lucar, Patriarch of Constantinople, A. D. 1628,

seventeen years after the King James Version was made.

The Vatican Manuscript is in the custody of the Vatican

library in Rome.

When the English and American revision committees

made the Revised Versions of the Scriptures (the Eng

lish in 1885 and the American in 1901) they took into

consideration the evidence of these three oldest manu

scripts, and made 36,191 corrections and emendations

over the King James Version to conform more accurately

to the language of inspiration as God had spoken, yet Dr.

Phillip Schaff, the president of the Committee, said: "the

work is still far from perfect".

With these facts and truths before us, regardless of

sacrifice, truth lovers who want to know and think and

speak exactly as God has spoken, will earnestly seek and

not be satisfied with anything short of a translation or

version of the Scriptures giving the closest and purest

expression possible of the Inspired Original. A version

that fails to meet this requirement may serve the needs

of a few for sentimental purposes, but it will fail to fill

the hearts of a wider humanity who love the truth so pro

foundly that they will be satisfied only with a Version

that expresses exactly what God has actually said. I rec

ommend to my readers the American Revised Version,

or, best of all, the Concordant Literal New Testament,

published by the Concordant Publishing Concern, 15570

West Knochaven Road, Canyon Country, Calif. 91351.



Chapter V.

DISTINGUISH THE THINGS THAT DIFFER

Our second inspired principle of Scripture study was

written by Paul to the Philippian church and is rendered

"distinguish the things that differ" or "be testing what

things are of consequence" (Phil. 1:10). It counsels dil

igence in all things of consequence, and, in Scripture

study, nothing is of more vital consequence than that of

distinguishing the things or subjects which differ. The

value of this admonition will be more clearly realized as

we carefully consider some of the important subjects that

differ in God's Word, which have been confused by tradi

tion, incorrect translation and theology, causing much

serious misunderstanding and spiritual loss among the

saints. I will now list some of the more important things

or subjects which differ in God's revelation, and show by

comparative study how fundamentally necessary it is

that they be clearly distinguished, if we are to think,

understand and speak as God has spoken.

EONS AND ADMINSTRATIONS

One of the greatest causes of confusion and spiritual

loss to believers today has come about by not correctly

translating and clearly distinguishing between the Eons

and the Administrations (commonly called "ages" and

"dispensations") of Scripture with understanding.

In the Hebrew Scriptures God uses the word dim in

the singular and plural nearly 500 times. And in the

Greek (New Testament) Scriptures, He uses the word

aion in its singular, plural, and adjectival form 200

times. The terms are synonyms in the two languages of

inspiration and denote the longest segments or periods of

time known in the Scriptures. There are five of these
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periods of time in God's eonian purpose. They differ in

length, character, and purpose, but each has a beginning

and an end or consummation. Eon for the noun form,

denoting a long, definite period of time, with a beginning

and an end; and eonian, for the adjective, denoting that

which pertains to such periods of time, give us the close

concordant meaning of the original words as taught by

the Holy Spirit.

We also find that the Scriptures use the compound

Greek word oiko-nomia, the basic thought of which is

home-law. A concordant study of the word reveals nine

occurrences in the divine vocabulary, three of which are

applied to the stewardship of private affairs (Luke 6:

2, 3, 4), while the other six are concerned with the ad

ministration of divine affairs (1 Cor. 9:17; Eph. 1:10;

3:2, 9; Col. 1:25; 1 Tim. 1:4). The word is not con

cerned with time, like eon, but with the stewardship or

administration of affairs with mankind under given con

ditions which God makes during an era of time. By dis

criminating study of God's methods with the human

race from the beginning, we may discern that He is con

ducting the affairs of His purpose of the eons in a pro

gressive series of twelve administrations, each character

ized and empowered by a different " dispensation" or

gift of knowledge and wisdom, grace and spiritual bless

ing to mankind, leading from innocence to maturity or

"perfection" in love and glory.

This brief comparative study of these two words of

inspiration—Eon and Administration—reveals the fact

that they cannot be confused by the student of the

Scriptures, either by translation or application, without

engendering untold confusion and spiritual loss in the

assurance of understanding of what God has revealed

through them. *

* Note : For a complete exposition on these terms, see "God's Eonian
Purpose" by the writer, or "All in All," published by the Concordant
Publishing Concern, 15570 West Knochaven Road, Canyon Country,
California 91351.
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RELIGION AND SALVATION

The way the terms religion and salvation are confused

in the minds of believers today, is deplorable beyond

expression. The term "religion'' has been pervertedly

popularized to cover much that is absolutely unknown

to the word in the Scriptures. The term thresJcia, ritual,

occurs four times (James 1:26-27; Acts 26:5; Col.

2:18), and threskos, ritualist, once (James 1:26).

Ritual denotes the outward form of divine service,

such as the rites and ceremonies, ordinances and

statutes of the sacerdotal system given through Moses

(Lev. 26: 43, 46; Num. 9: 3; 36:13) ; while a ritualist is

one who conforms to and practises this ritual. The Scrip

tures also use the words religion (Acts 25:19) and

religious (Acts 17:22). They are derived from the

Greek deisidaimonid, which literally means DREAD-demon-

ism, and denotes the superstitious veneration and wor

ship of demons through dread and fear. Compare 1 Co

rinthians 10:20.

On the other hand, the Scriptures use the word

sdteria, salvation, many times, the basic meaning of

which is rescue from injury or evil for safety and secur

ity. The gospel is God's power for salvation—spiritual

rescue or redemption from sin with security until the day

of deliverance—to every one who is believing (Rom.

1:16-17; Eph. 1: 13-14; 4: 30), and is the gift of God

(Rom. 4:2-5; Eph. 2:8-9).

Thus we see that "religion" is doing, and "salva

tion" is done. Salvation is not something we secure or

attain by " religion"—ritualistic observances of ordin

ances, rites and ceremonies which we do ourselves—but

it is the complete and finished work of righteousness

which God wrought in Christ at Golgotha, and imparts

as a gift by grace through faith. May the reader be given

the grace to never again confuse these terms which so

radically differ in the Scriptures.
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SIN AND EVIL

How few, comparatively speaking, ever think of dis

tinguishing between "sin and "evil" with understand

ing. The basic meaning of sin is miss the mark; and

speaks of want, deficiency and moral failure. Evil is the

opposite of good, and is to be distinguished from sin, in

that it has no moral tinge, for God creates evil (Isa.

45:7), and brought many evils upon His people for dis

cipline (Amos 3:6). It is quite possible to sin in doing

good, and to be just in doing evil.

ISRAEL AND GENTILES

One of the outstanding causes of confusion and spirit

ual loss to students of the Scriptures is that of not recog

nizing and distinguishing between Israel, as a nation,

and the other nations or Gentile peoples of the earth. In

the Scriptures, Abraham's seed, according to the flesh,

the Israelites, are always clearly and unmistakably dis

tinguished from the other nations or Gentile peoples

(Gen. 17:9-14; Deut. 7:6-8; Eph. 2:11-12). To the

Israelites belong the sonship, the glory, the covenants,

the law, the divine service, the promises, the fathers, and

of whom and to whom came Christ according to the flesh

(Ex. 4:22; Rom. 9:3-5; 15:8-9; Mat. 15:24). The

nations or Gentiles were scattered abroad at Babel (Gen.

11:8; Deut. 32:8), and left to go in their own ways,

groping for God (Acts 14:15-17; 17:27), without hope

and God in the world, except gods which they made with

their own hands (Gen. 31:19, 30-32; Rom. 1:22-25;

Acts 17:16-17, 22-23; 1 Cor. 10:20; Eph. 2:12). This

state of affairs continued until the call and separation

of Saul in the thirteenth chapter of Acts, who became

Paul and acted as a priest of the evangel of God for

the Gentiles until the conclusion of the Acts period

(Rom. 15:15-16). With the final public witness to the

foremost Jews in Rome, Israel, as a nation, was blinded
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and cast away (Acts 28:17-28; Rom. 11:15), and

the salvation of God was sent to the Gentiles. Priestly

mediation and the handwriting of the decrees were an

nulled (Eph. 2:13-16; Col. 2:13-15) and the believing

Gentiles, with "a remnant according to the election of

grace" out of the Israelitish nation (Rom. 11:5), in

spirit, become joinf-allottees, a joint-body, and jom£-par-

takers of the promise in Christ Jesus, through the evan

gel of which Paul became the dispenser (Eph. 3:6-7).

These facts reveal that, in our study, we should be

careful to distinguish between these peoples and the

writings and promises to them. God's covenants and

promises to Israel, as a nation, according to the flesh,

must be clearly distinguished from His promises and

blessings to other peoples; and especially from His

promises today, in this secret administration (Eph. 3:

1-9), wherein both Jews and Gentiles are saved and rec

onciled with God in one body (Eph. 2:13-16), made a

new creation and humanity in which there is neither Jew

nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female (Gal. 3:

27-28; Col. 3:9-11), and given a heavenly citizenship

(Eph. 1:3; Phil. 3:20-21).

KINGDOM AND CHURCH

There is a vast difference between the terms kingdom

and church as used in the Scriptures. Kingdom denotes

a realm ruled by a king, or the territory, people, or sov

ereign power pertaining to it. The word " church" is

used for the Greek ek-klesia, which denotes "a called-out

company", such as the council in the wilderness, called

out of the nation of Israel (Acts 7:38); the Circum

cision saints who were called out of the adulterous gener

ation of Israel and followed the Lord (Mat. 16:18;

18:17; Acts 5:11) ; and those "called out" of all nations

to be the body of Christ (Eph. 1: 22; 2:11-18; 3: 3-7).

Christ said to the bride church (John 3:29)—the "out-

called " Israelites who followed Him—"Fear not, little
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flocklet, seeing that your Father delights to give you the

kingdom" (Luke 12:32). This Scripture definitely dif

ferentiates the church and the kingdom, therefore, let us

heed the admonition of Scripture and distinguish these

things that differ.

BRIDE AND BODY

The confusion of the terms bride and body in the

Scriptures is another source of grave misunderstanding

and spiritual loss in the revelation of God. The bride

speaks of the "out-called" saved Israelites, according to

the flesh (John 3: 29; Mat. 10: 5-7; Rom. 15: 8), whom

the Lord called "the little flocklet7' (Luke 12: 32), who

are designated by the Scriptures "a chosen race, a royal

priesthood, a holy nation" (Ex. 19:5-6; Deut. 7:6;

1 Pet. 2: 9-12), with an earthly sovereignty (Dan. 7:22,

27; Rev. 5: 9-10; 20: 6; 21: 9-14), whose seed and name

shall always abide (Isa. 66: 22).

On the other hand, the body speaks of a "remnant

according to the election of grace" out of Israel (Rom.

11: 5), and Gentiles, saved and reconciled with God in a

"joint body" (Eph. 1:13-23; 3:6), in which both lose

their racial identity by being made a new creation, in

which there is neither Jew nor Greek, male nor female

(1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:27-28), a new humanity (Eph.

2:11-15; Col. 3:9-11), with a heavenly allotment and

citizenship (Eph. 1:3; Phil. 3:20-21), for administer

ing the affairs of the celestial or heavenly kingdom

(2 Tim. 4:18; 1 Cor. 6:3; Eph. 2:6-7; 3:10-11).

John, a minister of the Circumcision (Gal. 2:9-10),

writes concerning the bride church (John 3:29; Rev.

19: 7; 21: 9-14), while Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles

(Rom. 11:13), writes for "the church which is His

body" (Eph. 1: 22-23; Col. 1: 24-25). A thoughtful con

sideration of the differences in these two subjects will

reveal how important it is that they be clearly distin

guished in both our study and teaching of the Scriptures,
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LAW AND GRACE

Much is preached and written about law and grace,

but it is astonishing how these things of consequence

have been mixed, despoiling the reader of understanding

concerning the important truths of which they speak.

The law was given privately to Israel as a nation (Deut.

4: 7-8, 10-15; Lev. 26: 46; 27: 34; Psa. 78: 5), the other

nations and peoples knew not its statutes and regula

tions (Psa. 147:19-20), have not the law (Rom. 2:14).

It was termed the dispensation of death and condemna

tion (2 Cor. 3: 7-11), because "Accursed is everyone who

is not remaining in all the things written in the scroll of

the law to do them" (Gal. 3:10; 5:3; Eze. 18:4, 20;

2 Kings 14:6).

Grace is the unmerited favor of God, justifying and

saving those whom the law curses, through the deliver

ance wrought in Christ Jesus, for faith (Gal. 3:10-14;

Rom. 3:19-28; 4:16; 5:1-2). The student of the Scrip

tures, to think and understand as God has spoken, must

distinguish these important things which differ.

PARDON AND JUSTIFICATION

No greater confusion and spiritual loss is to be found

in Scripture study than that which comes by not dis

tinguishing the teachings of the Scriptures concerning

pardon and justification. Pardon is the exercise of execu

tive clemency in remitting guilt or the penalty incurred,

or extending courteous forbearance. It is the prerogative

of a governor or king, while justification is the judicial

act of a judge, pronouncing "not guilty", exonerating,

acquitting, showing to be just. Pardon is probational

and may be revoked, but justification is absolute and

final, and when once pronounced, it cannot be revoked.

Peter and the eleven preached the gospel of the Circum

cision, concerning the kingdom of God on earth (Gal.

2: 7-8; Mat. 10: 5-7), which offered pardon or remission
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of sins through repentance and baptism (Acts 2:38),

but not justification.

Paul and those associated with him, on the contrary,

preached the evangel of the Uncircumcision, concerning

the church which is the body of Christ, with the hope of

glory (Gal. 2:7; Col. 1:24-27), imparting to believers

justification by grace apart from law or works of

righteousness (Rom. 3:21-24; 4:25; 5:1-2; Eph. 2:

8, 9).. There is no pardon or remission about it. These

are things of consequence which must be distinguished if

we are to enter into the full realization of the spiritual

blessing which is the special grace for believers today.

JESUS CHRIST AND CHRIST JESUS

Few ever stop to think of the wide distinction re

vealed in the different combinations of the titles of our

Lord, as "Jesus Christ" and "Christ Jesus". Even our

translators, not recognizing the distinction, changed the

Divine order as given in the original in many places in

the Pauline epistles, altering "Christ Jesus" to read

"Jesus Christ"! Jesus Christ is the title of His humilia

tion, when here on earth in the form of a slave. Christ

Jesus is His title of exaltation at God's right hand in

glory. The title, Christ Jesus, occurs 105 times, and it is

worthy of note that Paul uses this combination 100

times! Israel's saving faith is in Jesus Christ of Naz

areth, the son of David. Our faith is in Christ Jesus,

the exalted Son of God, in glory.

THE GOSPEL OP THE CIRCUMCISION AND

THE GOSPEL OF THE UNCIRCUMCISION

Here are two important things of consequence that

are seldom distinguished in Christendom today, and

what untold spiritual loss has come to students as a

result! The gospel of the Circumcision is the good news

in accord with the patriarchal promises to restore the

nation of Israel to a royal priesthood sovereignty, em-
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bracing all the kingdoms under the whole heavens, with

Jesus Christ, their Messiah, sitting on the throne of His

father David, in Jerusalem, the city of the Great King,

when the knowledge of the glory of Jehovah shall cover

the earth as the waters form a covering for the sea, and

all the families of the earth shall be blessed according to

the covenant made with Abraham (Gen. 22:12-18; Ex.

19:5-9; Deut. 7:6; 1 Pet. 2:9; 2 Sam. 7:1-16; Luke

1:32-33; 12:32; Dan. 7:14, 22, 27; Isa. 2:2-4; 49:

22-23; 60: 9-22; 61: 5-6; Rev. 1: 6; 2: 26-28; 20: 6; Zech.

8: 2-23; 14:16-19; Isa. 11:9).

The gospel of the Uncircumcision is the good news of

salvation by grace through faith, wherein justification,

God's own righteousness, is reckoned to the sinner for

the obedience of faith in Christ Jesus, apart from law,

ordinances or forms, saving and reconciling "a remnant

according to the election of grace" out of Israel (Rom.

11:5), with believing Gentiles in one body unto God,

with a heavenly allotment or destiny (Rom. 1:16-17;

4:4, 25; 5:1-2; 3:30; Eph. 1:3, 22-23; 2:17-18; Phil.

3:20).

A comparative study of all these Scriptures will re

veal that "the gospel of the Circumcision" offers Israel

the pardon of sins, the new birth and regeneration for an

earthly salvation, kingdom and glory (Acts 2:36, 38;

John 3:1-3, 10-12; Mat. 19:28), while "the gospel of

the Uncircumcision" offers to both believing Jew and

Gentile justification, sonship by adoption, and a new

creation for a celestial salvation, sovereignty and glory

(Rom. 1:16-17; 3: 29-30; 5:1-2; Eph. 1: 5; 2 Cor. 5:17;

1 Cor. 15:40-49; Phil. 3:20).

NEW BIRTH AND ADOPTION

How few ever think of recognizing the difference be

tween the new birth and adoption as taught by the Scrip

tures? Yet these are things of consequence which should

be clearly distinguished. The new birth is found only in
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the Circumcision writings and has its application to the

sons of Israel because of their covenant relationship with

Jehovah their God. Theirs was "the sonship" (Ex.

4: 22; Hosea 11:1-4; Rom. 9:4, Greek), from which they

strayed and became "prodigals" (Luke 15:11-24), or

"the lost sheep of the house of Israel" (Mat. 10:5-6;

15:24). For them to enter the kingdom of God and

enjoy their sonship again, they must be "begotten anew"

or "born again" by the water and the Spirit (John

3:3-8; Eze. 36: 22-36). It applies strictly to Israel and

concerns their earthly salvation and allotment in a

future day of restoration (Isa. 66: 7-9; John 3: 2, 10-12;

Eze. 36:22-38).

On the other hand, Gentiles, who never had any son-

ship, are aliens, without hope and God in the world (Acts

14:16; 17:26-28; Eph. 2:11-12). By His grace through

faith, they receive the adoption of sons and are made

members of God's family (Eph. 1:5; 2:11-19; Rom.

8:15, 23). Paul alone speaks of sonship by adoption, and

the salvation with an allotment of glory in the heavens

(Eph. 1:3-5; Phil. 3:20).

May we be diligent not to confuse these two ways

which God has provided for Israelites and Gentiles to

become members of His family.

REGENERATION AND NEW CREATION

Regeneration and the new creation in the Scriptures

have also been confused with much spiritual loss to the

saints. Regeneration pertains to the restoration of all

things spoken of by the mouth of all His holy prophets

from the eon (Acts 3: 21), of the future inhabited earth

of the coming eon, when the earth will be renewed and

Palestine will be made like the garden of Eden (Isa. 35;

Eze. 36: 32-38), and Christ will sit on His throne of glory

and the twelve apostles will sit on twelve thrones ruling

the twelve tribes of Israel (Mat. 19:28), and all the

families of the earth will be blessed through the royal
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priesthood nation of Israel in accord with the promise to

Abraham (Gen. 12:1-2; 22:15-18).

The new creation of Paul's writings speaks of the

spiritual counterpart for the new heavens and earth of

the last eon, beyond the great white throne, in the king

dom of God's dear Son of the "dispensation of the full

ness of times", wherein righteousness dwells, when the

former things have passed away, and all things have been

made new (1 Cor. 10:11; 2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15; Eph.

2:11-18; 3: 9-11; Eph. 1:1-11; 2 Pet. 3 :13; Isa. 66: 22).

The "new birth" keeps company with the regenera

tion and has its allotment and blessing in the regenerated

earth of the millennial kingdom. The "new creation", in

Christ, speaks of the allotment of glory and the spiritual

blessings among the celestials, in the heavens, of the

church which is Christ's body, the complement which is

completing the entire universe (Eph. 1:10-11, 21-23;

Phil. 3:20-21).

Let i}s be careful to distinguish these important

things which differ in God's revelation to us.

MY FATHER'S HOUSE AND HEAVEN

Who has not heard John 14:1-3 read at funerals and

the phrase "in My Father's house are many mansions"

perverted to mean heaven? The fundamental fact for us

to remember concerning Christ's ministry is, that He

came only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel (Mat.

15:24), to confirm the promises made to the fathers

(Rom. 15: 8), concerning a kingdom of power and glory

on earth in which the Father's will is to be done as in the

heavens (Dan. 7:14, 22, 27; Mat. 6:10), and that He

taught "earthly things" and not "heavenly things"

(John 3:12).

The fact that the phrase "in My Father's house are

many mansions" is not speaking of heaven is confirmed

for all who are willing to hear and believe Christ's own

words. In John 2:15-16, He definitely calls the temple
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or sanctuary, "My Father's house". This should be final

for all who believe God rather than human tradition.

Ezekiel (chapters 40-48) gives a full description of the

"Father's house", the sanctuary or "temple" of God

which is to be erected at Shiloh, 18 miles north of Jeru

salem, in the future inhabited earth of the millennial

kingdom of the Father on earth.

This magnificent structure will be more than a mile

square, rising in such amazing proportions of beauty

and architecture that it will be the astonishment and

amazement of all the earth. It will have "many man

sions", or as the Greek expresses it, many abodes, where

the apostles, priests and Levites will have their abiding

places through the long millennial day of the Lord. The

Scriptures reveal that it will take 2 years, 10 months and

20 days to erect this glorious edifice, which will be "the

house of prayer for all nations" (Isa. 56:6-8), and

reveal to the nations that Jehovah is the Sanctifier of

Israel, when He erects this sanctuary in the midst of

them for the eon (Eze. 37:26-28).

May this clear, unmistakable instruction of the Scrip

tures, give understanding to the reader which will re

strain him from ever again perverting "My Father's

house" to mean heaven.

THE HOLY CITY AND HEAVEN

Another deplorable source of misunderstanding is the

almost universal belief and teaching that "the holy city"

is "heaven". A thoughtful reading of the Scriptures

apart from tradition, will reveal to anyone that the holy

city cannot be heaven. The Scriptures definitely say:

"and shows me the holy city, Jerusalem, descending out

of heaven from God" (Rev. 21:10). It should be evi

dent to all to whom God's Word is final, that that which

descends "out of heaven" cannot possibly be heaven it

self! Let us heed God's inspired instruction and dis

tinguish these things which differ in His Word.
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THE TREE OF LIFE AND IMMORTALITY

How often do we hear these expressions of Holy Writ

confused as if they denoted one and the same thing. But

suffice it to say, that an intelligent study of the "tree of

life" and "immortality" in the Scriptures will reveal

that those who eat of the tree of life, do not have immor

tality, and those who have immortality, do not need to

eat of the tree of life. It is significant to note that the

"tree of life" is found only in the Circumcision writ

ings, while Paul, alone, teaches immortality.

These are things of consequence, and must be clearly

distinguished if the student of the Scriptures is to think,

understand and believe in accord with the truth as God

has revealed it.
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THE GREEK SCRIPTURES

"CORRECTLY PARTITIONED"

The King Approximate dates

and Kingdom A.D.

heralded 64 Matthew Christ as King
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crucified 90 JoHN " ' ^on of God

King and 30

Kingdom to Acts

heralded anew 63

#ow? in Abeyance
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Chapter VI.

RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH

Second Timothy, two fifteen, is a familiar text to all

students of the Scriptures, but how few apparently have

ever entered into the heart understanding of what it

means! To most Bible readers, "rightly dividing the

word of truth" simply means to distinguish between the

so-called "Old" and "New" Testaments. But I affirm,

with all the earnestness of my being, that there is a far

deeper significance to this Divine counsel to rightly

divide the word of truth than to merely regard the tradi

tional division between Malachi and Matthew, if we ex

pect to stand before Him unashamed workmen in that

day.

Let us consider the setting of this text of Divine ad

monition. Remember that second Timothy is Paul's last

epistle. It evidently was written about A.D. 68. His pre

diction ten years before, at Miletus—"Now I am aware

that, after I am out of reach, burdensome wolves will be

entering among you, not sparing the flocklet. And from

among yourselves men will be arising, speaking perverse

things to pull away disciples after themselves" (Acts 20:

29-30)—has been fulfilled in a most heart-grieving man

ner. He bemoans the fact to Timothy, saying,

All those in the province of Asia turned from me, of

whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes (2 Tim. 1:15).

Yet stand aloof from profane prattlings, for they will be

progressing to more irreverence, and their word will

spread as gangrene, of whom are Hymeneus and Philet-

us, who swerve from the truth, saying that the resurrec

tion has already occurred, and are subverting the faith

of some (2 Tim. 2:16-18).

Here we find Phygellus and Hermogenes speaking

perverse things and leading disciples after themselves,

while Hymeneus and Philetus swerve from the truth,
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teaching that the "resurrection is past", their word

spreading like gangrene, and subverting the faith of

some. They did not deny the resurrection like some of

the Corinthian saints (1 Cor. 15:12), but they misplaced

it. To teach that the resurrection is past in this eon or

age is error of the worst sort, yet in "the world to come"

or the future eon, it will be blessed truth. And just so it

is with all truth. It has its appointed time and place, out

of which truth itself becomes the most insidious error,

because it seems to have the support of the Scriptures.

And, on this behalf, Paul, speaking by the Holy Spirit,

gave the admonition of 2 Timothy 2:15:

Endeavor to present yourself to God, qualified, an un

ashamed worker, correctly partitioning (or cutting) the

word of truth.

It is significant that we find this word of entreaty

used again in Ephesians 4:1-6, in behalf of the saints

walking worthily of the calling with which they "were

called, endeavoring to keep the unity of the spirit with

the tie of peace: One body, ..." And the cause for

much of the confusion, division, faction and strife

around us today, is the failure to recognize and heed this

Divine admonition to rightly apportion the Scriptures,

and the vain endeavor to fit "kingdom truth", of the

Circumcision writings, into the present "dispensation of

the mystery", or secret administration, revealed during

the conclusion of the book of Acts, A. D. 61 to 63 (Eph.

3:1-9; Col. 1:24-27).

DENYING THE LORD

One of the strongest indictments that can be made

against a believer is the denial of His Lord! What can be

worse? Yet, failure to recognize and "rightly divide the

word of truth" for the administration to which it be

longs, and the people for whom it was intended, brings

believers perilously near to denying their Lord. The fol

lowing will illustrate the seriousness of this error to our
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hearts. How often we hear those who fail to recognize

the importance of heeding the counsel of the Holy Spirit

to rightly divide the word of truth, saying, "Well, I am

satisfied with the words of Christ Himself." Now I do

not question the desire of loyalty to our Lord in this

statement, but this very loyalty (usually to the words

recorded in the accounts of Matthew, Mark, Luke and

John), has biased them for disloyalty to His later words!

The biased misconception that the words of Christ in the

"four gospels" are of greater value and of highe'r order

of inspiration than those written in the later epistles, is a

most insidious deception, and is sure to lead all who hold

the unscriptural idea into serious spiritual loss. Christ,

who spoke in the "gospel accounts", just as surely spoke

in the Acts of Apostles, in the epistles of Paul, and in

Hebrews, James, Peter, John, Jude and Revelation. And

of this fact we are unmistakably informed by our Lord,

Himself, saying,

I have much to say to you still, but you are not able to

bear it at present. Yet whenever that may be coming, the

spirit of truth, it will be guiding you into all the truth,

for it will not be speaking from itself, but whatever it

should be hearing will it be speaking, and it will be in

forming you of what is coming. That will be glorifying

Me, seeing that it will be getting of Mine and informing

you. All, whatever the Father has, is Mine. Therefore I

said to you that it will be getting of Mine and informing

you (John 16:12-15).

This statement of our Lord, during the closing days

of His earthly ministry, is His pre-authentication of all

later revelation. He chose certain ones to receive these

later revelations and to be witnesses of them, giving their

words precisely the same authority as His own. By com

parative study, we find many things spoken by Christ in

the "four gospels", fulfilled by His sacrifice, and even

countermanded by His later revelations in the epistles.

Therefore, how can loyalty to the words of Christ, in the

"four gospels", which He, Himself, later fulfilled, modi-
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fied, or set in abeyance by subsequent revelations, be well

pleasing to Him?

To emphasize this thought more fully, I press the fact

that the law, given through Moses, in all the majestic awe

at Sinai, is inspired truth. Yet why do we not still ren

der obedience to all its commands and ordinances? Be

cause the Lord, Who spoke at Sinai, has spoken again,

and we are not disobedient to Him or His Word, if we

hear and heed His later revelations. Likewise, the ac

counts of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John give us an in

spired history of the personal ministry of Christ to Israel

(Mat. 10:1-6; 15:24; Rom. 15:8), but it is deception,

disloyalty and a denial of our Lord, Himself, to believe

that what is recorded there, is the last and final word of

truth for us. Such a belief nullifies and makes void His

later and greater revelations.

Following the "gospel accounts", we have the Acts

of Apostles, which records the words of truth by our

Lord, inspired by the Holy Spirit, through His chosen

apostles. At the close of the book of Acts (which is an

inspired history of the heralding of the kingdom to the

representatives of the nation of Israel), judgment is pro

nounced, the nation is cast away and the salvation of

God is sent to the Gentiles (Acts 28:17-28). Paul is then

made a prisoner of Christ Jesus for us, the Gentiles, and

the revelation of the "dispensation of the mystery, which

from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God",

with all the unsearchable riches of Christ, is made known

in the glorious epistles of Ephesians, Philippians and

Colossians (Eph. 3:1-10; Col. 1:24-27). Now, how can

we hope to be well pleasing to God and have His ap

proval when we stubbornly hold to, and insist upon,

truth, which has been set in abeyance by these later and

more glorious revelations which He promised that He

would make known? This question should engage our

mosit serious heart consideration if we expect to stand

before Him unashamed workers. When we recognize that
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God mecms what He says and heed His admonition to

"rightly divide the word of truth", all this confusion

and misunderstanding will cease. We are saved Gentiles,

We never had any connection with the sonship, land, cov

enants and promises of God to Israel. God has sent us an

apostle, herald and teacher of knowledge and truth—

Paul, the apostle for you Gentiles (1 Tim. 2:7; 2 Tim.

1:11; Eph. 3:1). And remember this, we shall each be

accountable for the way in which we receive and heed the

knowledge and truth God has sent to us through him. To

piously appropriate and obey truth which God has sent

through the twelve apostles for the Circumcision people

—Israel—for other administrations, and ignore, neglect

and disregard the truth which He has revealed for ws

now, in this present administration of the secret, through

our divinely appointed apostle for today, is sure to bring

spiritual loss now, and shame and regret when we stand

before Him in that day. Remember, His Words will

judge us (John 12:47-48), therefore, if we do not

"rightly divide the word of truthn and abide in that

portion which is ordained for us today, we are deceived

and will most assuredly suffer the loss when we stand

before Him. To appropriate and attempt to abide in the

truth for another people in a different administration or

eon, is error of the worst sort.

A BEREAN TEST

During Paul's early ministry, he visited the city of

Berea, in Macedonia, where the saints set a noble exam

ple for all earnest students of the Scriptures—"receiving

the Word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures

daily, if these things be so" (Acts 17:11). I now entreat

my readers to faithfully apply this "Berean test" to the

following suggestions.

Begin with Genesis, chapter 12, and read carefully

the entire Hebrew or "Old Testament" Scriptures, and

it will be found that all is concerned with the people of
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Israel, the promises to the fathers and their preparation

for their Messiah and kingdom for blessing all the fam

ilies of the earth. Then follow with the accounts of Mat

thew, Mark, Luke and John, and you will find the

King and kingdom presented to the people of Israel, and

rejected. Continue with Acts, and you will find the same

kingdom heralded again by the twelve apostles under the

power of the Holy Spirit, to the identical people, Israel—

with the added evidence of Christ's Messiahship, by His

resurrection from among the dead—and rejected.

Omit Paul's thirteen epistles—Romans to Philemon—

because, as we shall presently show, they set forth a com

plete revelation of truth entirely distinct from that which

concerns Israel and the kingdom of God on earth.

After Acts was closed, when the "builders" of the

nation, "the chiefs of the Jews," rejected the last public

witness concerning Messiah and the kingdom of God, the

kingdom door was closed against the nation (Acts 28:

17-28). It then became necessary to fortify the faith of

the Hebrew Christians—those among the nation of Israel

who had received the gospel of the kingdom in expecta

tion of its immediate restoration (Acts 1:8)—by the

illustrious patience and faithfulness of their fathers be

fore them, who died in the faith, not having received the

promises (Heb. 11:13), therefore, Hebrews was written.

Everything in this epistle points to "the world to come",

wherein Messiah, the Governor, will be a King-Priest

after the order of Melchisedec, and the "new covenant"

will be concluded with the house of Israel and with the

house of Judah (Heb. 1: 6; 2: 5; 8: 8-12), in the land of

their fathers (Eze. 36: 22-28; 37: 21-28; 39: 2-29).

Next follows James, who wrote to "the twelve tribes

scattered abroad" (James 1:1). He was from Jeru

salem, a servant of the Circumcision (Gal. 2:9), and

wrote to his Israelitish brethren scattered abroad in Gen

tile countries. Gentiles are not included in its teachings,

and in the coming days when the kingdom gospel is again



The Twelve's for Israel 41

sounded forth to Israel, the counsel of the epistle of

James will be especially useful to them.

Then comes Peter, an apostle of the Circumcision

(Gal. 2:8). He wrote to strangers scattered abroad, liv

ing among the Gentiles (1 Pet. 2:11-12), which could

refer to no others than his own Jewish brethren.

John wrote for the Circumcision or Israelites, his

brethren according to the flesh, as is clearly told by the

Holy Spirit in Galatians 2:9.

Jude, a brother of the Lord, confines his letter to his

Israelitish brethren, and his counsel forms a suitable

introduction for the book of Revelation, in which account

the kingdom is established through Divine judgments

with power and glory to the same people to whom it was

anciently promised—the royal priesthood nation of

Israel.

To sum up in a few words: from Genesis, chapter

twelve, through and including Revelation (omitting

the thirteen epistles of Paul, Romans to Philemon),

all is primarily concerned with the same people, the same

land, the same promises, the same sonship, the same

glory, the same covenants, the same law, the same Divine

services or "ritual7', the same expectation or hope, the

kingdom of the heavens on earth, in which God's will

shall be done as it is in the heavens, when saved Israel,

the Bride of the Lamb, will be a chosen race, a royal

priesthood, a holy nation, through whom Jehovah will

dispense His blessings to all the families of the earth, in

accord with the patriarchal promises, when the earth

shall be filled with the with the knowledge of the glory of

Jehovah as the waters form a covering for the sea (Gen.

12:1-3; 22:15-18; Ex. 19:5-6; Deut. 7:6; Isa. 11:1-9;

60:4-6; Zech. 8:1-23; Acts 3:25-26; 1 Pet. 2:9).

TO WHOM ARE THE BOOKS ADDRESSED?

Having given this general outline test of how to rec

ognize and "rightly divide the word of truth", I now
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propose a more minute examination. It is a recognized

regulation that, when several people receive their mail at

the same address, the postal clerks must first carefully

sort out the mail, separating to each person or company

all the letters containing their "address on the envel

ope". This method avoids confusion, misunderstanding

and loss through parties receiving and opening mail in

tended for others. Likewise, if more thoughtful consider

ation was given to whom the books of the Scriptures

were addressed, we would not be found appropriating

the promises and blessings which God has made to other

people for another time, and thus confuse our own

expectation and glory.

THE CALL OF ABRAHAM

God's call of Abraham, out from his people, home and

country, to become the father of "a chosen race, ... a

holy nation", ordained throughout the long course of the

eons, never to mingle on equal terms with the other

nations and peoples on the earth, is an event of far great

er significance than apparently has ever been realized,

and a truth which is practically unknown in Christen

dom today. Yet all who read discriminatingly, will find

that the Hebrew (Old Testament) Scriptures are con

cerned primarily with God's promises to Abraham's seed

according to the flesh, who are nationally termed the

children or sons of Israel. The following Scriptures will

confirm this teaching beyond question.

The Supreme, in giving allotments to the nations,

In His parting of the sons of Adam,

Stationed the bounds of the peoples

In relation to the number of the sons of Israel

(Deut. 32:8).

Thus saith Jehovah, Israel is Mp son, My firstborn

(Ex. 4:22).

For thou art a holy people unto Jehovah thy God:

Jehovah thy God hath chosen thee to be a people for

His own possession above all peoples that are upon the

face of the earth (Deut. 7:6-8).



Israel, a Race, a Nation 43

You only have I known of all the families of the earth

(Amos 3:2).

Lo! it is a people that shall tabernacle alone,
And shall not be reckoned among the nations

(Num. 23:9).
Telling His Word to Jacob,

His statutes and judgments to Israel,

He does not so in any nation;

And they know naught of His judgments

(Psa. 147:19-20).

For is there any great nation which has gods as near to

it, as Jehovah our God? In everything we call upon Him.

And is there any great nation which has statutes and

judgments as all this law which I put before you today?

(Deut. 4:7-8).

(for I myself wished to be anathema from Christ) for

my brethren, my kin according to the fleshy who are

Israelites, whose is the sonship and the glory and the

covenants and the legislation and the divine service and

the promises; whose are the fathers, and out of whom is

Christ according to the flesh, Who is over all, God

blessed for the eons. Amen! (Rom. 9:3-5).

Here we have the clear, unquestionable testimony of

the Scriptures in abundance that Israel, according to the

flesh, is a chosen race, a holy nation unto Jehovah their

God, for His own possession above all peoples that are

upon the earth, beloved because of the fathers, not

numbered among the nations, whose is the sonship and

the glory and the covenants and the law and the divine

service and the promises, His statutes and judgments be

ing withheld from the other nations or Gentile peoples,

and that Christ came as their servant for the sake of the

truth of God, to confirm the patriarchal promises—the

promises to their fathers. All this is confirmed by the

Hebrew (Old Testament) Scriptures from Genesis twelve

to Malachi, and the heart recognition of this truth will

restrain the reader from appropriating the covenants,

promises and hopes of this special people of Jehovah,

which is sure to result in disappointment and loss in the

end.
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MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE AND JOHN

Continuing our study in the Greek (New Testament)

Scriptures, let us examine the internal evidence of Mat

thew, Mark, Luke and John as "to whom these books

are addressed". The first thing that is called to our

attention is, that "Jesus, Who is termed 'Christ' " (Mat.

1:16), was "brought forth King of the Jews'' (Mat.

2: 2), "a Governor, Who shall be shepherding My people

Israel" (Mat. 2:6). "He shall be great, and shall be

called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God shall

be giving Him the throne of David, His father, and He

shall be reigning over the house of Jacob for the eons,

and of His kingdom there shall be no consummation"

(Luke 1:32-33).

Then came a man, commissioned by God, named John,

for a witness concerning the Light (John 1:6-8). His

pre-proclamation was the baptism of repentance to the

entire people of Israel (Acts 13: 24), and he came bap

tizing in water, that Christ should be manifested to Israel

(John 1:31), and God, according to the promise, led to

Israel the Saviour, Jesus (Acts 13: 23), the Messiah, the

King of Israel (John 1:41, 45, 49).

Further study reveals that Christ, Himself, confirms

all this by His own words, saying, / am not sent but to

the lost sheep of the house of Israel (Mat. 15: 24). And

Paul tells us why, saying, Christ has become the Servant

of the Circumcision for the sake of the truth of God, to

confirm the patriarchal promises (Rom. 15: 8). And the

fact that Christ never went outside the land of Palestine

in His ministry, so far as the internal evidences of the

records show, and blessed only two Gentiles during His

entire ministry — the Centurion, who was a proselyte

(Mat. 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10), and the Syro-Phcenician

woman (Mat. 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30)—should reveal

to our hearts the small part which the Gentiles had in

His personal ministry.
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GENTILES OUTSIDE

Until we recognize the fact, that from the building of

the city and tower of Babel to the call of Paul, the Gen

tiles were scattered abroad upon the face of all the earth

(Gen. 11:1-9; Deut. 32:8; Acts 14:15-17; 17:26-29),

and left to go on in their own ways without God, except

gods made by their own hands (Rom. 1:21-23; Gen. 31:

19, 30-32; 1 Cor. 10:20; Eph. 2:11-12), we will not be

able to read the Scriptures with the correct understand

ing of the truth which they reveal. As said before, I

repeat for emphasis, that the call of Abraham, recorded

in the twelfth chapter of Genesis, is an event of far great

er significance than has ever been recognized. Mankind,

professing themselves to be wise, became fools, and

changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image

made like to corruptible man, and birds, fourfooted

beasts and creeping things, and worshipped and served

them rather than the Creator (Rom. 1: 21-25). Abraham

believed God! Even his father and those around him

were idolaters, as he himself had been before he saw the

God of glory (Acts 7:2).

The Hebrew Scriptures set forth God's several cov

enants, promises and hopes to Abraham and his seed,

according to the flesh, who are termed the Circumcision,

or Israelites, and the accounts of Matthew, Mark, Luke

and John record the coming of Christ to them for the

sake of the truth of God, to confirm the promises which

He had made to their fathers. And all who seek to know

and heed the unquestionable evidences of the Scriptures

as God has spoken, cannot read these "gospel" accounts,

holding in mind the question "to whom are the books

addressed V, without being forcibly impressed by the

fact that the Gentiles were left completely outside the

earthly ministry of Christ. When He called and com

missioned the twelve and the seventy-two, He charged

them saying,
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You should not go off into a road of the Gentiles, and

into a city of the Samaritans you should not be entering.

Yet rather be going to the lost sheep of the house of

Israel (Mat. 10:5-8; Mark 6:7-13; Luke 9:1-6; 10:12).

All this evidence is intensified when we consider the

fact that Gentiles or nations are only mentioned in

Matthew 14 times,

Mark 6 times,

Luke 11 times,

John no mention at all.

And every reference places them outside the earthly

ministry of Christ, spoken of in a negative way! Now

with such an adundance of unmistakable testimony

before us, revealing that the Gentiles did not come

within the ministry of Christ m that day, how can

we hope to be unashamed workmen before God when

we disregard it all and persistently press in, pillage and

appropriate for Gentiles today, the covenants, promises

and hopes which God has so clearly and definitely

ordained for His chosen people—the sons of Israel? And

to emphasize the matter to our hearts more impressively,

I ask, If the teachings of our Lord, in His earthly minis

try, were limited, in scope and purpose, exclusively to

"the lost sheep of the house of Israel", when cmd upon

what authority were they made applicable to Gentiles

today ? The answer to this question will be found to rest

wholly and entirely upon the authority of human tradi

tion with not a single word of evidence from the Sacred

Scriptures! It affords a vivid example of the blind lead

ing the blind. Both fall into the ditch of misunderstand

ing and spiritual loss now, and will suffer shame for not

heeding the divine admonition to "rightly divide the

word of truth" when they stand before God to render an

account in that day (John 12:47-48). Those who have

received the love of the truth in their hearts, will rever

ence the testimony borne by His Word and delight in
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obediently observing the line of division He has so def

initely revealed.

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Keeping our question in mind—"to whom are the

books addressed ?''—let us consider the Acts of Apostles.

The introduction unquestionably connects it with all

which Jesus begins to do as well as teach, until the day

on which He was taken up; directing the apostles whom

He chooses, through the Holy Spirit—during forty days

—telling them that which concerns the kingdom of God

which they expected would be restored to Israel within

a short time (Acts 1:1-6; Luke 12: 32).

By way of a brief parenthesis here, I counsel my

reader, if he has been led by the conventional teaching of

Christendom, based on the word of truth incorrectly par

titioned, to believe that Christ came to build or set up

only a "spiritual kingdom", and that the disciples were

mistaken in expecting the "restoration" of a literal

earthly kingdom of power and glory, to go back and read

the patriarchal promises to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and

the sworn promises of God to David, as well as the proph

ets Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and Zechariah, and

be delivered from this insidious error. Israel possessed a

literal, earthly kingdom, of power and glory. It was tak

en from them because of misrule and disobedience, and

committed unto Nebuchadnezzar, marking the beginning

of "the times of the Gentiles" (2 Chron. 36:1-21; Jer.

27; Luke 21:24). When the times of the Gentiles are

fulfilled, God will make good all His promises to the

fathers and restore the kingdom to Israel according to

His prophetic Word (Dan. 2: 35, 44; 7:13-14, 27), then,

by this royal priesthood, holy nation, He will fill the

earth with the knowledge of the glory of Himself as the

waters form a covering for the sea, and bless all the fam

ilies of the earth. God has spoken all this, and will most

assuredly fulfill His Word in spite of all the erroneous
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philosophy and empty seductions of human tradition

which teach otherwise. May we be diligent in our study

and readjust our thinking and belief to accord with the

truth in its concordant purity and fullness of expression,

rightly divided, that we may be delivered from the errors

of human wisdom.

But let us return to our study—to whom is the book

of Acts addressed ? We find the risen Christ committing

to His disciples the Pentecostal commission, saying,

But you shall be obtaining power at the coming of the

Holy Spirit on you, and you shall be My witnesses in

Jerusalem, as well as in entire Judea and Samaria and

to the limits of the land (Acts 1:8).

The careful student of the Scriptures will find that

"the twelve" apostles never went outside the land of

Palestine in the Acts administration, but confined their

witness to these three spheres which the Lord com

manded—Jerusalem, entire Judea and Samaria, and to

the limits of the land. Beyond this they did not go. Paul

was called outside the land and commissioned for the

regions beyond. This is a most important truth which

has been almost lost by the teaching of Christendom, wise

beyond what is actually written! But I am pressing the

fact for recognition here, that the ministry of "the

twelve" was confined to Israelites, Samaritans and pros

elytes within the limits of the land of Palestine. Take

the sermon of "Peter and the eleven" on Pentecost. It

reads, "Let all the house of Israel know certainly (Acts

2:36). Then consider Peter and John in the portico

which is called Solomon's: "Men! Israelites!" (Acts 3:

12). Everything is exclusively to Israel, because it pri

marily concerns the King and kingdom promised to

them. And this is further confirmed by the truth that,

with the great persecution of the church in Jerusalem,

the disciples were dispersed among the districts of Judea

and Samaria, save the apostles (Acts 8:1), and passed
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through as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch,

speaking the word to no one except to Jews only (Acts

11:19). Three years pass before the witness reaches the

Samaritans and eight years before proselyte Gentiles

are blessed.

SAMARITANS AND PROSELYTES

At this place, a word of explanation concerning the

Samaritans and proselytes should be helpful, because

these racial, social and religious distinctions are almost

totally unrecognized in the teaching of Christendom

today.

The Samaritans were a mongrel or mixed breed of

people. After, the king of Assyria took the city of

Samaria, 658 B.C., and carried the ten tribes of Israel

away as prisoners (2 Kings 17:1-6; 18:1-12), he later

colonized the cities of Samaria with people from Babylon,

Cuthah, Ava, Hamath and Sepharvaim (2 Kings 17:

22-25). These intermarried with the few Israelites left

there, and a mixed race was produced which became

known as the Samaritans. Because the people feared not

Jehovah, He sent lions among them, which killed some of

them. They appealed to the king of Assyria, and he com

manded that a priest be sent to teach them "the manner

of the God of the land" (2 Kings 17: 25-41). When the

Jews returned from captivity under Zerubbabel, the

Samaritans offered to help rebuild the temple at Jeru

salem (Ezra 4:1-4), but their offer was rejected, and the

breach between them and the Jews became permanent.

The Samaritans then built a rival temple on Mount

Gerizim. In the time of our Lord, the hatred between

the Jews and Samaritans was still so bitter that the

Galileans, when going upf to Jerusalem, avoided passing

through Samaria! Christ's conversation with the Sa

maritan woman at the well and the attitude of the dis

ciples verifies all this quite clearly. His affirmation to

the woman that "salvation is of the Jews" (John 4: 22),
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reveals the great truth that, in God's program for the

earth, the Samaritans, as well as all nations and peoples,

must recognize the Jews as the channel of salvation and

blessing (Gen. 12:1-2; 22:15-18; Isa. 61:5-6; Zech. 8:

20-23; Isa. 60:10-22).

For further enlightenment concerning the racial,

social and religious distinctions of our Lord's day,

which will be recognized again (after this secret adminis

tration) in the millennium—the Melchisedec King-Priest

reign of Christ—may be gained by a scriptural study of

the word " proselyte". The term is a translation of the

Greek word proselutos, and literally means, toward-com-

er, and denotes one of another nation, a Gentile, coming

to, or converted to Israel's religion and worship of the

living and true God. There were two classes of these

TOWARD-coMers or proselytes, which were strictly distin

guished by the Jews as'' proselytes of righteousness'' and

"proselytes of the gate".

Proselytes of righteousness included Gentiles who

came all the way by "circumcision" and conformation to

all the Jewish ritual, ordinances and customs by which

they became associated with the Jewish peoples with

practically the same social status and religious privileges

of the true born Israelite. The Ethiopian eunuch of Acts

8:26-30, being a descendant of Ham, was, of course, a

Gentile, but the fact of his going up to Jerusalem to

worship, reveals him to be a proselyte of righteousness.

Proselytes of the gate were termed in the Scriptures

the "devout", "fearers of God," the "just", and "hon

orable", but came only part of the way by renouncing

idolatry and acknowledging the God of Israel to be the

only true God, "keeping the sabbath from profaning it,

and holding fast His covenant," worshipping Him by

"works of righteousness" according to the law of Moses,

together with "alms giving and prayers" (Isa. 56:1-8;

Acts 10:31, 35; 13:50; 17:4, 17; 13:16, 26; 16:14;

18: 7; 10: 2, 4, 22; 1 Kings 8: 41-43), but they were not
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circumcised. Though highly esteemed, even as Cornelius

(Acts 10:22), they were considered outside the social

status of the people of Israel (Acts 10: 28), as the "un-

circumcised" (Acts 11: 3), or "Gentiles" (Acts 11:18),

and it was regarded as a crime for a Jew to enter the

house of such a proselyte or eat a meal with him. But

the fact that Cornelius was termed "a just man, fearing

God with all his house" and "working righteousness"

(Acts 10: 2, 22, 35), reveals him to be a Gentile proselyte

of the gate. He was a son of Japheth. Through these

proselytes, the kingdom testimony reached representa

tives of all the descendants of Noah's sons. The Israel

ites trace their lineage from Shem.

But the important truth to be recognized here, is, that

there was a wide distinction between proselyte Gentiles,

like the Eunuch and Cornelius, and the Gentiles to whom

Paul was commissioned (Rom. 1:1, 5; 11:13), who wor

shipped idols made by their own hands and did not know

the living and true God (1 Thes. 1:9; Acts 17:16, 22-28;

19:23-27). Therefore, when Phillip preached to the

Eunuch and Peter preached to Cornelius and his house

hold, they were proclaiming the same "declaration

[which] came down the whole of Judea, beginning from

Galilee with the baptism which John proclaimed" (Acts

10: 37), which could be none other than the gospel of the

kingdom, with no thought or promise in it of going to

heaven for either believing Jew or Gentile. All is con

cerned with the kingdom and the blessings which it holds

forth to all the families on the earth, through Israel—

"the Jews" (John 4:22-23; Zech 8:20-23)—in accord

with the covenant promises of God to Abraham in Gene

sis 12:1-2; 17:9-14; 22:15-18.

Believing Gentiles, before and after the present "se

cret administration", are to have an entrance into the

kingdom of the heavens here on earth, in which the

Father's will is to be done as it is in heaven (Mat. 6:10;

25: 31, 32, 34; Deut. 32:43), but they will be subject to
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Israel (Isa. 14:1-2; Mat. 28:19-20; Rev. 2:26-27), and

the nation that will not serve them shall be destroyed

(Dan. 7:14; Isa. 49: 22-23; 60:10-12). When the king

dom is restored to Israel in the future day of the Lord,

they will be a royal priesthood, a holy nation (1 Pet.

2:9; Hos. 1:9-11; 2:23; Dan. 7:13-14, 22, 27), given

over wholly to the priestly service of Jehovah and the

ministry of God (Isa. 61: 5-6). It is then that they will

carry out with divine authority, the much confused and

misapplied "great commission"—and "disciple all the

nations (not a few individuals out of the nations), bap

tizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son

and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to be keeping all,

whatever I direct you. And to! I am with you all the

days till the conclusion of the eon!" (Mat. 28:19-20).

All this must be recognized, heeded, and rightly divided

to the people to whom it was written and the time when

it applies, if we are to have the truth in due season.

Thus we find that, in the first part of the book of

Acts, Peter is the prominent one. The first seven chap

ters deal with the ministry of the "twelve" in Jerusalem,

the eighth and ninth, entire Judea and Samaria, and the

tenth, eleventh and twelfth, the limits of the land, includ

ing proselytes like the Ethiopian eunuch and Cornelius,

according as the Lord commanded (Acts 1:8). The

balance of the book principally concerns the ministry of

Paul outside the land of Palestine, witnessing the king

dom to Israelites and proselytes in the synagogues among

the nations.

THE CALL OF SAUL

In the ninth chapter of Acts, outside the land of

Palestine, near Damascus, we find a radical departure

taking place in the book. A Tarsian, named Saul, the

most flagitious and merciless persecutor of Christ and

His saints is arrested from his wicked intentions and

saved by overwhelming grace, which became the energiz-



Saul's Call and Separation 53

ing power in his life and the burden of his evangel

(1 Tim. 1:12-16). After his conversion, he immediately

"proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues (of Damascus),

that He is the Son of God" (Acts 9: 20). His message

was rejected and he went away into Arabia for "a con

siderable number of days" (Acts 9:23), probably three

years (Gal. 1:18). Returning to Damascus, his witness is

again rejected by the Jews, and with their plot to assas

sinate him, he escapes during the night by being lowered

through the wall in a basket by the disciples. He goes up

to Jerusalem and relates his story to Cephas, staying fif

teen days (Gal. 1:18). But with another plot of the

Jews on his life, he goes away into the regions of Syria

and Cilicia, and to the city of his birth, Tarsus (Gal.

1: 21; Acts 9: 26-30). In the latter part of the eleventh

chapter of Acts, we find Barnabas going to Tarsus, get

ting Saul and taking him to Antioch, where they assem

ble a whole year and teach a considerable throng.

THE SEPARATION OF SAUL

The thirteenth chapter of Acts marks the beginning

of an entirely new ministry. With the death of the apos

tle James, the work of the '' twelve'' in Jerusalem appar

ently dies down. James, the brother of the Lord, comes

into authority, standing out even above that of Peter

and John. The scene of activity is shifted from Jeru

salem in the land, to Antioch outside the land, bringing

into prominence one who was condemned to death by the

law in the land, but saved by grace glorious outside—

Saul, the blasphemer and a persecutor and an outrager.

At the very opening of the chapter, we hear the Holy

Spirit saying,

By all means sever to Me Barnabas and Saul for the

work to which I have called them (Acts 13:2).

With their separation, we find Barnabas and Saul

sailing away on their first missionary journey to Barna-
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bas' home country—the island of Cyprus, in the Mediter

ranean Sea. There in the city of Paphos, the new minis

try opens with a significant setting. The audience is an

apostate Jew by the name of Bar-Jesus and a Gentile

proconsul, an intelligent man by the name of Sergius

Paulus. Saul is the speaker. The Jew sought to turn the

proconsul from the faith. Saul becomes Paul, and pro

nounces blindness on the Jew " until the appointed

time"! The proconsul, perceiving what had occurred,

believed, being the first Gentile to hear and accept the

evangel under Paul's separated ministry, without becom

ing a proselyte to Judaism, and, consequently, the first

Gentile member of the church which is the body of

Christ. •

From this time till the close of the Acts period,

Israel's blindness increases. Paul conducts a double min

istry outside the land. First, as his custom was, he goes

into the synagogues and proclaims to Jews and Gentile

proselytes gathered there for worship, "the evangel

which comes to be a promise to the fathers" that Jesus,

Whom God raised from among the dead, was the Messiah

of Israel, the Son of David, Whom God swears He will

seat on his throne (Acts 13:14-37; 2: 30-31; Luke 1:

32-33), and restore Israel to their royal priesthood sov

ereignty for making the knowledge of the glory of Jeho

vah cover the earth as the waters form a covering to the

sea (1 Pet. 2:9; Dan. 7:14, 27; Isa. 11:1-10). This

evangel, of course, could be none other than "the evangel

of the kingdom".

When his witness was rejected and he was driven out

of the synagogues, as he invariably was (Acts 13:14-48),

he would then proclaim "the evangel of God"—for

which he was separated—"concerning His Son . . .

Jesus Christ, our Lord through Whom he obtained grace

and apostlesliip for faith obedience among all the nations

* For a full exposition on the church see chapter VIII of the writer's
book, "God's Etonian Purpose," or his Lesson Twenty, "The Ecclesias
(Churches) of the Scriptures."
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for His name's sake" (Rom. 1:1-5). This is the evangel

of the Uncircumcision, offering justification to all who

would hear, both Jew and Gentile alike, "justifying the

Circumcision out of faith, and the Uncircumcision

through faith" (Rom. 3: 30; 4:1-13). t

This double ministry of Paul continues until the close

of the book of Acts, and consisted first, of witnessing

"the evangel of the kingdom of God" to Jews and Gen

tile proselytes in the synagogues, as recorded in the book

of Acts; and second, proclaiming "the evangel of the

grace of God" to all who would hear, Jews and Gentiles

alike, outside the synagogues, as recorded in Paul's prep

aratory epistles: First and Second Thessalonians, First

Timothy, First and Second Corinthians, Galatians and

Romans. These two ministries must be kept clearly sep

arated if we are to have the truth in its purity as God

has really revealed it.

In the closing chapter of the book, we find Paul

arriving in Rome in the spring of A. D. 61, "bound with

a chain for the hope of Israel" (Acts 28:20). And the

point which I especially want to press for recognition

here, is the fact that, when Paul arrived in Rome, he did

not call for the saints to whom he wrote the Roman

epistle, but called "the chiefs of the Jews together", and

"setting a day for him, the majority came to him in the

lodging, to whom he expounded, certifying to the king

dom of God, and persuading them concerning Jesus,

from the law of Moses as well as the prophets from morn

ing till dusk" (Acts 28:17, 23). The witness was re

jected—the last recorded public witness concerning the

kingdom—and Paul quotes Isaiah's solemn words, as did

the Lord Jesus when they rejected His personal testi

mony (Mat. 13:14-15; John 12:36-40), and judicial

t An exhaustive study of the evangels will be found in the writer's
booklet "The Meaning and Usage of Gospel in the Scriptures," and,
the "Mystery of the Gospel" by A. E. Knoch.
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blindness is pronounced upon the nation, and the salva

tion of God is sent to the Gentiles (Acts 28:25-28).

PAUL THE PRISONER FOR YOU THE GENTILES

Paul now becomes the prisoner of Christ Jesus for

you, the Gentiles (Eph. 3:1), and in accord with the

administration of God's grace which was given to him for

the nations, God sets forth new revelations in the prison

or perfection epistles of Ephesians, Philippians and

Colossians, making known the "mystery" or secret that:

"hi spirit the nations are to be joint-enjoyers of an allot

ment, and a joint-hody, and joinf-partakers of the prom

ise in Christ Jesus, through the evangel of which I

(Paul) became the dispenser" (Eph. 3:2-7). Further

more, to Paul, less than the least of all saints, was this

grace granted: 'Ho make all men see" or "to enlighten

all as to the secret administration which has been con

cealed from the eons in God" (Eph. 3:8-10). Thus it

becomes evident that the hope is no longer the kingdom

on earth. It is a "mystery", "the secret which has been

concealed from the eons and from the generations, yet

now (A.D. 61) is made manifest to His saints, to whom

God wills to make known what are the glorious riches of

this secret among the nations, which is: Christ among

you, a glorious expectation" (Col. 1:24-27), "blessed

with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places" or among

the celestials, in Christ (Eph. 1:3). "Our citizenship

(lconversation') belongs to the heavens, out of which we

are awaiting a Saviour also, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who

will transfigure the body of our humiliation to conform

it to His body glorious" (Phil. 3: 20-21).

But for the present, we will omit Paul's epistles—

Romans to Philemon in the parenthesis shown on the

chart of the Greek Scriptures "correctly partitioned"

—and finish our study of God's message to Israel relative

to their promise covenants, priesthood, King and king

dom in the Circumcision writings.
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THE HEBREWS

After Acts, the next book in order of the Circumcision

writings as found in our Bible is Hebrews. The name

and character of the book show beyond question that it

was written exclusively to Hebrews or Israelites. It

speaks of "the fathers" (Heb. 1:1), and they belong to

the Israelites alone; while the " covenants", "priest

hood, " "King" and "kingdom" particularly concern

the people of Israel, if we will recognize the explicit dec

larations of God above the traditions of Christendom. It

speaks of "the future inhabited earth" or "world to

come" (Heb. 1:6; 2:5), when the "new" or "better

covenant" will be made with "the house of Israel and

the house of Judah" (Heb. 8:6-12). The Gentile who

intrudes into this book and appropriates to himself its

teachings and promises, does so without divine instruc

tion or authority, and is sure to suffer spiritual loss by

the presumption now, and shame for not rightly dividing

the word of truth when he stands before the judgment

seat of Christ.

JAMES

Then the book of James claims our attention. It was

not written by the apostle James, but by the Lord's

cousin, which emphasizes the physical rather than a

spiritual relationship. The address, or to whom the epis

tle was written, is too plain to be misunderstood, for the

very first verse tells us that it is directed

To the twelve tribes scattered abroad.

With this plain address at the opening of the epistle,

there will be no excuse for a Gentile who passes it by

unheeded and pilfers from its pages for himself. The

fact that James never had Gentiles in mind when writing

this letter, is evident not only from the epistle itself, but

affirmed by what Paul wrote to the Galatians about

Peter's actions at Antioch. Peter went down to Antioch
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and associated and ate with the uncircumcised proselyte

Gentiles, but "when some came from James, He with

drew and separated himself, fearing them which are of

the Circumcision". The rest of the Jews play the hypo

crite with him, so that Barnabas also was carried away

by their hypocrisy (Gal. 2:11-15).

The question we might ask ourselves with all serious

ness before God is, Did James know to wJwm he was

writing when he was inspired to address his epistle to

"the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad!" Rever

ence for God's Word will surely constrain the reader

from ever again perverting the teaching of this epistle to

cover Gentiles, when it is so clearly evident that its in

structions were not intended for them.

FIRST AND SECOND PETER

We next consider Peter's epistles, and the opening

verse unmistakably informs us to whom he is writing:

To the chosen expatriates of the dispersion.

To whom could such an expression apply except to the

chosen people of Israel, driven from their land and

country and dispersed among the nations. In chapter

2: 9-12, Peter calls them "A chosen generation or race, a

royal priesthood, an holy nation", and counsels them to

have their '' conversation or behaviour honest among the

Gentiles". And Paul strengthens all this evidence by

telling us in His Galatian epistle that " Peter was en

trusted with the evangel of the Circumcision99, and that

God was "operating in him for the apostleship of the

Circumcision" (Gal. 2:7-9). This clear testimony of

Scripture should constrain the reader to recognize and

"rightly divide" Peter's writings to the Circumcision

for whom they were specifically written.

JOHN AND JUDE

Continue with John and Jude, and we will find suf-
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ficient internal evidence to convince all who give it con

scientious consideration, that they are limited to the Cir

cumcision also. In fact, the Gentiles are mentioned only

three times in the Circumcision epistles (1 Pet. 2:12;

4: 3; 3 John 7), and each of these references speaks of

them in a negative way! Peter speaks of those to whom

he writes, as being "among the Gentiles", while John

deepens the distinction by declaring that those to whom

he writes, went forth "taking nothing from the Gen

tiles ". Galatians 2:9 definitely separates John for the

Circumcision. Jude is a brother of James (both are

cousins of the Lord according to the flesh), consequent

ly his ministry would also be confined to the Circumci

sion, the Israelites, the Jews.

AH this evidence is enough to establish the fact to the

unbiased seeker for truth, that these letters are not in

tended for Gentiles. Therefore, with a heart desire for

approval of our workmanship before God, let us no

longer pillage from these writings for ourselves or per

vert them to cover Gentiles, but rightly divide them to

those to whom they are addressed—the Circumcision, the

sons of Israel, according to the flesh.

REVELATION

We finish our study of the Circumcision writings with

the Revelation of Jesus Christ. It abounds with proof, to

the discriminating reader, that it was addressed to the

Circumcision. Everything is Israelitish from the begin

ning to the end, with the Gentiles always subject to them.

They are a "kingdom of priests" (Rev. 1:5-6), a prom

ise made to them by Jehovah in Exodus 19: 5-6 and Deu

teronomy 7:6-8. No Gentile can claim a part in this

promise.

When Revelation is having its fulfillment, some Gen

tiles will creep into the seven churches of chapters 2 and

3 and claim to be Jews—but lie (Rev. 2:9; 3:9) ! This

unmistakably confirms the truth for us that these are
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exclusively Jewish churches. And the overcomers of

these churches are to be given the power to rule the na

tions or Gentiles with a rod of iron (Rev. 2:26-27).

The temple of God, the altar, and they that worship

therein are exclusively Israelitish. The court is without

the temple, it is for the Gentiles (Rev. 11:1-2). In Rev

elation 11:19, "the ark of God's covenant" is in view

again, and this belongs definitely to the house of Israel

and the house of Judah (Jer. 31:31-49; Heb. 8:8-12).

With all this clear testimony of Scripture, it should be

evident to the reader that we should not seek to find

instructions in this book for Gentiles today, of the church

which is the body of Christ.

Let us examine "the holy city". To whom was a city

ever promised except to Abraham and his seed according

to the flesh (Heb. 11:8-10)? Note the description of

the city. The twelve gates are inscribed with the names

of "the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel". The wall of

the city has twelve foundations and on them the names

of "the twelve apostles of the Lamb" (Rev. 21:12-14).

And the fact to be carefully noted is, that when the

nations or Gentiles are spoken of in connection with the

city, they are always outside—the kings of the earth will

be carrying the glory and honor of the nations into it

(Rev. 21:24,26). I press the fact for recognition, that

there is not so much as a hint in all the book of God that

Gentiles will ever have any part or lot in the holy city,

the New Jerusalem. It will be the home of saved Israel,

the bride, the wife of the Lamb.

Further proof that believers in Christ Jesus, who

constitute "the church which is His body", have no

allotment to enjoy in the holy city, is the fact that the

foundations of the city are inscribed with the names of

"the twelve apostles of the Lamb." Why were the other

apostles omitted from this honor? Paul, Timothy, and

Silas are recognized apostles in the Greek Scriptures

(1 Thes. 1:1; 2: 6), also Sopater, Aristarchus, Secundus,
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Gaius, Tychicus, Trophimus, and Epaphroditus (Acts

20:4; 2 Cor. 8: 23; Phil. 2: 25). What provision is made

for them if the body-church of Christ is to have an allot

ment in the holy city? Furthermore, any foundation

which is supposed to support the church, must include

Paul, for the revelation and all the truth concerning the

secret: the joint-ho&y church, and the secret administra

tion, was given through him (Eph. 3:1-11) ! The ab

sence of Paul's name (he was not one of the "twelve",

as Acts 2:14 and 6: 2 conclusively show, for he had not

been converted at that time), is proof beyond contradic

tion that those to whom he ministered and wrote, have no

allotment in the holy city. It will be inhabited by saved

Israel, "the bride of the Lambkin" of the millennial eon

(Rev. 19: 7, C.V.), who becomes "the wife" in the new

earth of the new creation in the last eon, when the city

comes down from God out of heaven (Rev. 21:1-2, 9-14).

Only irreverent disregard for all this clear evidence

of distinction will permit a Gentile to claim the promises

of this book for himself. Therefore, that we might pre

sent ourselves unto God, approved, unashamed workmen,

may we "rightly divide" the Circumcision writings for

those whom the Great Author has so clearly indicated—

the Israelites—and with profound earnestness, turn our

attention to Paul's writings—Romans to Philemon—and

revel in the blessed promises of transcendent grace which

comes to "a remnant according to the election of grace"

out of Israel (Rom. 11: 5), and those outside the cove

nants, Gentiles, having no hope and without God in the

world (Eph. 2:11-16).

PAUL THE APOSTLE OF THE GENTILES

Some twenty times in the Scriptures we are assured

that Paul is "the chosen vessel" of God to be His "apos

tle of the Gentiles". Three quotations will be sufficient

evidence to establish this truth beyond any question for

all who are willing to heed what is written.
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. Yet the Lord said to him, "Go, seeing that he is a

choice instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the

nations as well as kings, besides the sons of Israel, for I

shall be intimating to him how much he must suffer for

My name's sake" (Acts 9:15-16).

Now I am saying to you, the nations, inasmuch as,

indeed, then, I am the apostle of the nations, I am glori

fying my dispensation, if somehow I should be provok

ing those of my flesh to jealousy and should save some of

them (Rom. 11:13-14).

Christ Jesus, Who, indeed, abolishes death, yet illum

inates life and incorruption through the evangel of

which I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a

teacher of the nations (2 Tim. 1:10-11).

Perhaps my reader, considering what has gone before

in this study, is now entertaining an immature and mis

leading thought with regard to the matter of "rightly

dividing the word of truth". So often I am met with the

statement: "According to this teaching then, we do not

need any of the Bible except Paul's writings!" This

presents the mistaken idea usually conceived when the

teaching of rightly dividing the word is first presented

to those holding the traditional doctrine of orthodoxy.

Some years since, while in conversation on this subject

with a noted teacher of the Scriptures, he asked, "Is not

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John truth?" I replied,

"Yes, most assuredly." He then rejoined, "Well, if it is

the truth,, then it belongs to us!", with the triumphant

air that he had settled the question to a finality! Such

immature, superficial arguments are made out of tradi

tional bias and blind prejudice. Heart consideration and

reverential recognition of what God has said, is my ap

peal. I firmly believe and emphatically teach that God's

"Word is truth" (John 17:17), and that "All Scrip

ture is inspired by God, and is beneficial for teaching, for

exposure, for correction, for discipline in righteousness,

that the man of God may be equipped, fitted out for

every good act" (2 Tim. 3:16-17). Yet I am as equally

firm in my conviction that, unless we adhere strictly to
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the divine instruction to "rjghtly divide the word of

truth" by correctly applying it to the eon for which it

was intended, the administration for which it was meant,

and the people to whom it was written, we are perverting

the very Word which we propose to reverence and teach.

The matter may be clarified by an illustration that is

similar in the academic world. All authentic history is

history, whether ancient, medieval or modern, yet what

school boy, in the fifth grade, would argue that, because

it was all history, it all concerned and applied to us?

Wisdom teaches us that it is all written for our instruc

tion, but all of it does not apply to us. Then again, who

would argue because the "Articles of Confederation"

constituted a fundamental or organic law in America

at one time, that they are binding on us today ? Yet no

one can truthfully claim to be informed on American

history, who does not possess a knowledge of them. And

so it is with the Sacred Scriptures.

For as much as was written before was written for our

teaching that through the endurance and consolation of

the Scriptures we may have expectation (Rom. 15:4).

Now all this befalls them typically. Yet it was written

with a view to our admonition, to whom the consumma

tions of the eons have attained (1 Cor. 10:11).

All Scripture is inspired by God, and is beneficial for

teaching, for exposure, for correction, for discipline in

righteousness, that the man of God may be equipped,

fitted out for every good act (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

Endeavor to present yourself to God, qualified, an un

ashamed worker, correctly cutting the word of truth

(2 Tim. 2:15).

Thus we are informed that all Scripture is inspired

by God, and is beneficial for our learning, admonition,

exposure, correction and discipline in righteousness, but

this does not say that all Scripture applies to us. We

must heed the divine instruction to "rightly divide the

Word of truth", or disappointment and spiritual loss

will be the portion of those who claim for their own,
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today, God's promises and blessings for another people

in another administration and eon. This unchangeable-

ness of Scripture is unmistakably demonstrated to us in

the personal ministry of our Lord to the people of Israel.

After having done so many miracles before them, they

believed not on Him and could not believe, that the word

of Isaiah the prophet may be fulfilled (John 12: 37-40).

This should clearly confirm to our hearts the truth that,

God, Who cannot lie, promised (Titus 1:2).

And the Scriptures cannot be broken or annulled

(John 10:35).

I, Jehovah, have spoken it, and I will do it

(Eze. 36:36).

By this we should discern that what is written, and

the promises, are as unchangeable as He Who decreed

them. Therefore, bitter disappointment is sure to be the

portion of all who fail to "correctly partition the Word

of truth" and endeavor to appropriate the promises and

blessings which God has decreed for other people at an

other time.

On the other hand, there are those who are proposing

to lead a "restoration movement of primitive apostolic

Christianity ", who emphasize "rightly dividing the word

of truth" as one of the fundamental teachings of the

Scriptures, but fail to comply with it! Almost fifty

years since, when seriously disturbed over the confusion

and divided state of Christendom, and earnestly endeav

oring to get the mind of God through His Word, I was

presented with a formula by this people, which proved

to be an infallible guide to rightly dividing the word of

truth. It is stated,

"Observe who is speaking,

to whom he is speaking,

when and for what purpose he is speaking."

Also,

"Where the Bible speaks, we speak;

Where the Bible is silent, we are silent."
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As the years passed, I became aware that we were not

obeying what we were teaching. We prided ourselves on

being the people who were rightly dividing the Word of

truth, insisting that we were observing who is speaking,

to whom he is speaking, when, and for what pur

pose he is speaking, but in actual application, we

ignored it all! For example, let us test the second chap

ter of Acts. There we find Peter and the eleven speaking

(Acts 2:14) ; they are speaking to "Jews, devout men

out of every nation under heaven", " Judeans," "Israel

ites," "all the house of Israel" (Acts 2:5, 14, 22, 36) ;

it was on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1); and was for

the purpose of "witnessing in Jerusalem" that which

concerns the kingdom of God (Acts 1:3), and the resur

rection of Christ, that He is the One Whom God swore

by an oath He would seat on David's throne (Acts 1:8;

2: 30-31). So far, true and scriptural, for this is speak

ing where the Scriptures speak. But the break-down and

perversion comes when we preach this to Gentiles, as

applicable to them, when not a single word of it concerns

them. Such preaching is speaking where the Scriptures

do not speak and is deception of the worst sort. Eecog-

nizing the inconsistency of our teaching at this point and

earnestly contending for our formula of "rightly divid

ing the Word of truth" and "speaking where the Scrip

tures speak", has become the source of grievous misun

derstanding, criticism, and broken fellowship by breth

ren who have "our position" more at heart than they

have love for the truth (2 Thes. 2:10-12) ! But the rem

edy for it all is quite simple. It is a matter of faith—real

heart obedient faith—which enables us to believe when

God makes promises and covenants to Israel, He means

Israel, and when He speaks of the Gentiles, He means

Gentiles; and when He speaks of "the church which is

His [Christ's] body", He means the secret, the joint-

body church of believing Jew and Gentile, through the

gospel of which Paul was made the minister, and revealed
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after the declaration of Acts 28:17-28, between A.D. 61

and 63 (Eph. 3:1-12; Col. 1: 24-27; Eph. 2:11-18; Col.

3:10-11). This accords with what is written, and is pre

cisely what I am pleading for.

Paul's thirteen epistles

Paul wrote thirteen epistles, four of which were let

ters to private persons. And, as may be noted in their

introductions, they are practically all addressed to the

Uncircumcision, the Gentiles, for whom he was chosen,

called, severed, and commissioned as a herald and an

apostle and teacher in knowledge and truth.

Just here I believe it will be most helpful to consider

some of the facts concerning the sequence and order of

Paul's epistles in the Greek (New Testament) Scriptures

as found in the three oldest manuscripts. The Sinaiticus

Manuscript, the oldest, most complete and valuable of all

the manuscripts of the Scriptures, was found at St. Cath

erine 's Monastery on Mount Sinai, in Arabia, in 1859, by

the great German scholar Constantin Tischendorf. It

was purchased from the Soviet Government of Russia

by England, in 1933, at a cost of $510,000. The Vati-

canus Manuscript, No. 1209, is owned and preserved in

the Vatican Library in Rome. The Alexandrinus Man

uscript is in the British Museum of London. The book

arrangements as found in these three oldest manuscripts

of the Scriptures are shown in the accompanying cut.

SINA-t

me I
Eagananamraaayajsgaggggam^mmmmmmw
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A little study will reveal that Paul's epistles are

always found in a group by themselves, with the excep

tion of Hebrews, which for some unknown reason was

attributed to Paul. However, two internal evidences un

questionably assign it a place with the Circumcision epis

tles, namely: Paul signed with his own hand every epistle

he wrote (2 Thes. 3:17)_. Hebrews was not signed by him.

Second, as we have already observed on page 57, the

epistle is Israelitish from first to last, and its covenants

and promises are to be enjoyed by them in the future

inhabited earth or "world to come". The point to be

observed from the book arrangements as found in the

three oldest manuscripts, is, that Paul's epistles are

grouped together, wherever located, and they unfold a

complete revelation and system of teaching so positively

distinct that it cannot be mixed with the Circumcision

teaching without creating confusion and spiritual loss.

TWO REALMS OF OPERATION

"In the beginning God creates the heavens and the

earth" (Gen. 1:1). Peter terms this creation ((the heav

ens ... of old, and the earth" (2 Pet. 3:5), and ex

plains, "the world (Greek, kosmos, the system, consti

tution or governmental order of the eon) that then was,

being overflowed with water, perished" (2 Pet. 3:6).

This speaks of the disruption of Genesis 1: 2, when "the

earth became waste and sterile and darkness was on the

surface of the abyss". After this followed the six days

of creation recorded in Genesis 1: 3-31 and Hebrews 4:

3-4, when "the heavens and the earth which are now"

were made and "stored with fire unto the judgment and

perdition of ungodly men" (2 Pet. 3:7), the great white

throne judgment, when they shall pass away (2 Pet.

3:10; Rev. 20:11). Nevertheless we, according to His

promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein

righteousness dwells (2 Pet. 3:13; Isa. 66:22). This

should reveal to our hearts that from the beginning to
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the end, God has ever had two realms of habitation and

operation—the heavens and the earth. And all Scrip

ture, excepting Paul's epistles, is concerned with God's

dispensations and administrations for the earth, and

more especially the channel through which He carries out

those administrations—His chosen people, the Israelites.

Paul's writings deal with the heavens, and the chan

nel through which God has chosen to bring His bless

ings to the sovereignties and the authorities among the

celestials — the church which is His (Christ's) body

(Eph. 1:23; 3:10-11). Saved Israel, "the bride of the

Lamb'' will have great glory on the earth in the on-com

ing eons, yet the called, constituting "the church which is

Christ's body," will have an allotment of superexceeding

glory among the celestials in the heavens.

God has made a clear line of separation between these

two realms of habitation and the truth ordained for each.

Apart from Paul's epistles, we have a complete revela

tion of God's dispensations and administrations for the

redemption of the earth, and the channel through which

He has chosen to accomplish it—saved Israel, the bride

of the Lamb. Paul's epistles — Romans to Philemon —

give us a complete revelation of God's purpose to bless

the celestial inhabitants (Eph. 1:3, 22-23; 2:4-5; 3:

8-12; Phil. 3: 21), and the channel through which He has

chosen to operate—the church which is His (Christ's)

body (Eph. 1:23).

POINTS OF CONTRAST WORTHY OF STUDY

Circumcision Writings Pauline Writings

I. I.

God enjoined upon Abraham Paul says to believers in

and his seed after him the Christ, "I am saying to you

covenantor circumcision: "the that if you should be circum-

uncircumcised . . . shall be cising, Christ will be of no

cut off from his people" (Gen. benefit to you at all" (Gal.

17:14). 5:2).
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ii.

Lev. 17:14 says that the

soul that eateth flesh with the

blood shall be cut off.

Lev. 23:29 reveals that the

soul that will not observe the

day of atonement, he shall be

cut off from his people.

In Ex. 12, the observing of

the feast of the Passover is

said to be "an ordinance for

ever", and "whosoever eateth

leavened bread from the first

day until the seventh day,

that soul shall be cut off from

Israel".

Num. 19:13-20 commands

that anyone who is not sprin

kled by the water of separa

tion, after touching a dead

body, or even a bone or a

grave, that soul shall be cut

off from Israel.

II.

To all this Paul, speaking

by the Holy Spirit to those to

whom he was divinely ordain

ed as an apostle and teacher,

says: "Let no one be judging

you in food or in drink or in

a particular festival, or new

moon, or sabbaths, which are

a shadow of those things

which are future — but the

body is of the Christ" (Col. 2:

16-17), thus revealing that the

religious observances of days,

months, seasons and years are

contrary to the grace and sal

vation for believers of the

body of Christ, in this secret

administration revealed at

the conclusion of the book of

Acts (Eph. 1:3, 13-14; 2:4-10;

3:1-11; Col. 1:24-27; 2:8-23).

III.

In Ex. 20:8, we read as a

part of the commandments of

God: "Remember the sabbath

day, to keep it holy. Six days

shalt thou labor and do all

thy work; but the seventh

day is the sabbath of the Lord

thy God; in it thou shalt not

do any work."

In Num. 15: 32-36, the read

er will find that no allowance

was made for not keeping the

sabbath. A man gathered

sticks on the sabbath and was

stoned to death.

Ex. 31:14 says, "Ye shall

keep the sabbath therefore;

for it is holy unto you: every

one that profaneth it shall

surely be put to death" (Ex

31:12-17).

III.

To the Colossians Paul

wrote: "Let no one be judging

you in ... a new moon, or

sabbaths, which are a shadow

of that which is future — but

the body is of the Christ"

(Col. 2:16-17).

To the Galatians he wrote:

"Ye observe days and months

and seasons and years. I am

afraid of you lest I have be

stowed upon you labor in

vain" (Gal. 4:10).

To the Roman believers he

wrote: "One man esteemeth

one day above another; an

other esteemeth every day

alike. Let every man be per

suaded in his own mind. He

that regardeth the day, re-

gardeth it unto the Lord"

(Rom. 14:5-6).
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IV.

Jesus Christ, the Son of

David, is the Lamb of God

and the Bridegroom to saved

Israel, the bride-church (John

1:35-37; 3:28-30; Mk. 2:19-20;

Lu. 5:34-35; Mt. 10:5; 15-24).

V.

The bride-church, the wife

of the Lamb is composed of

saved Israelites according to

the flesh (Jno. 3:29; Lu. 12:

32; Mt. 15:24; Rev. 21:9-14).

VI.

The Israelites, Abraham's

seed according to the flesh, had

the "adoption" or sonship (Ex.

4:22; Rom. 9:4), strayed away

from it and became "prodi

gals" (Lu. 15:11-24). They

must be "born again" or "be

gotten anew" through the wa

ter and the spirit (Jno. 3:5-8;

Eze.36:22-31; Num.19), which

will prepare them to enter the

kingdom of the "regenerated"

world to come (Mt. 19:28).

But it must be remembered

that they will always remain

Israelites and will never lose

their name or seed (Isa. 66:
22; Rev. 21:9-14).

VII.

The "hope" of saved Israel,

the bride of the Lamb, is the

kingdom of the heavens on

earth, when Christ, their Mes

siah, shall sit on the throne of

His father David, and the

kingdom under all the heav

ens will be restored to Israel,

as an elect race, a royal priest

hood, a holy nation, in which

the Father's will is to be done

on earth as it is in the heav

ens (2 Sam 7:12-16; Lu. 1:32-

33; Dan. 7:14, 22, 27; Mt. 6:

9-10).

Points of Contrast

IV.

Christ Jesus, the exalted

Son of God at His right hand

in glory, among the celestials,

is Head over all 'things to the

church which is His body

(Eph. 1:20-2.3; Col. 1:18).

V.

The church, which is Christ's

body, is composed of both Jew

and Gentile reconciled togeth

er in one joint-body unto God

(Rom. 11:5; Eph. 2:1-18; 3:

1-6).

VI.

The believers of the church

which is Christ's body are jus

tified by grace through faith

in the blood of Christ (Rom.

5:9), and receive the "adop

tion" or place of a son, and

are made a new creation in

Christ, in Whom there is no

Jew nor yet Greek, no slave

nor yet free, no male and fe

male, for you are all one in

Christ Jesus (Rom. 3:30; 5:

1-2; 8:15, 2 Cor. 5:16-17; Eph.

1:5; 2:11-18; Col. 3:8-11; Gal.

3:27-28; 4:5; 6:15), and are

thus prepared for a heavenly

allotment of blessing and

glory (Eph. 1:3; 2:6-7; Phil.

3:20).

VII.

The "hope" of the church

which is Christ's body, is

"laid up" or "reserved" for us

in the heavens, for displaying

the transcendent riches of His

grace in His kindness to us in

Christ Jesus, and making

known to the sovereignties

and authorities among the ce

lestials, the multifarious wis

dom of God according to the

purpose of the eons, which He

makes in Christ Jesus, our

Lord (Col. 1:5, 27-28; Eph. 2:

5-7; 3:10-11, 21).
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VIII.

The "commonwealth" or cit

izenship and promise cove

nants of saved Israel, the

bride-church, relate to the

earth and the earthly king

dom, with no promise or

thought of going to heaven

(Eph. 2:11-12; Rev. 5:10).

Theirs is the kingdom and the

greatness of the kingdom un

der all the heavens (Dan. 7:

14, 27; Mt. 6:9-10; Rev. 2:

26-27).

IX.

The saints of the bride-

church will have access to the

Temple courts (Rev. 7:14-17;

20:6), for blessing all the fam

ilies of the earth (Gen. 12:

1-3; 22:17-18).

X.

Saints 6f the bride-church

have their names written in

the Lamb's book of life (Rev.

3:5; 13:8).

XI.

Christ will bring salvation

to all those in Israel, who are

awaiting (looking for) Him

(Heb. 9:28), at His coming

with power and glory (Mt.

24:30-31).

XII.

Saved Israel, the bride of

the Lamb, must pass through

the coming indignation and

tribulation, and be delivered,

every one written in the book,

when He comes (Eze. 20:33-

38; Isa. 10:5, 24-25; Dan. 12:

1; Mt. 24:21-22, 29-31; Rom.

11:25-28).
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VIII.

The citizenship of the church

which is the body of Christ,

belongs to the heavens, where

they are blessed with every

spiritual blessing among the

celestials — the heavenly host

of spirit beings in the heavens

(Eph. 1:3, 20-23; 2:4-7; 1 Cor.

6:3; Eph. 3:10-11; Phil. 3:20;

2 Tim. 4:18)—the complement

which is completing the entire

universe (Eph. 1:23).

IX.

The believers of the body-

church have access with con

fidence to the Father Himself,

through Christ's faith, with

out the mediation of priests

(Eph. 3:11-13).

X.

Believers of the church

which is His body, have their

life hid together with Christ

in God (Col. 3:3-4), a more

vital and secure state.

XI.

Christ died for us, that,
whether we may be awake

or sleepingL we should be liv

ing at the same time together

with Him (1 Thes. 5:9-10).

XII.

Believers of the church

which is Christ's body have
not been appointed to wrath,

but will be delivered or res

cued from the coming indigna

tion (1 Thes. 1:9-10; 5:9-10).

We are in a state of prior ex

pectancy in the Christ (Eph.
1:12).
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THE CONCLUSION OF THE WHOLE MATTER

The conclusion of the whole matter resolves itself into

the clear unmistakable duty for every believer in Christ

Jesus, namely:

1. To recognize that God has spoken, and His Words

are spirit and they are life.

2. That He has emphasized diligent endeavor in our

study of His Word—the Sacred Scriptures.

3. That He has given inspired, infallible instructions

how to study the Scriptures.

4. That He counsels us to seek "a pattern of sound

words"—"words taught by the Holy Spirit"—that we

may think and understand as He has spoken and not be

deceived by "words taught by human wisdom".

5. He cautions us to '' distinguish the things that dif

fer" so that we may not confuse and pervert His revela

tion on important things of consequence.

6. He admonishes us to "rightly divide the Word of

Truth", which means that we are to recognize and prop

erly apportion His revelation to the people for whom it

was written, the eon for which it was meant, and the

administration for which it was intended.

7. And the reader who has conscientiously consid

ered with unprejudiced heart, as before God, the divine

instructions which have been pointed out on "How to

Scripturally Study the Scriptures", should realize what

is required for presenting himself before the judgment

seat of Christ, an approved, qualified, unashamed worker.

And, dear Reader, that this grace and approval might

be your blessed portion in that day has been the motive

for the labor of love in preparing this booklet and my

heart's sincere prayer and petition to God.

Amen!
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