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God s Purpose in Creation

Did God bring the creation into being to fulfill a predeter
mined purpose and plan, or was the creation brought into
being without aim or plan? The fact that God had a def
inite purpose in creating is clearly revealed in His Word.
It is an all-inclusive and glorious purpose worthy of a lov
ing, wise, righteous and all-powerful God. Exactly what is
Gods purpose for all His creatures?
Notice what is revealed about this in the following pas
sage of Scripture. The Son of Gods love "is the Image of
the invisible God, Firstborn of every creature, for in Him
is all created, that in the heavens and that on the earth, the
visible and the invisible, whether thrones, or lordships, or
sovereignties, or authorities, all is created through Him
and for Him, and He is before all, and all has its cohesion
in Him" (Col.l:15-17).

Four outstanding facts are revealed in this passage con
cerning the entire creation: (1) all was created in the Son;
(2) all was created through the Son; (3) all was created for
the Son; (4) all creation has its cohesion in the Son. Three
different Greek words are used to distinguish the facts set
forth about the creation in these verses: all was created (1)
"in" (en), (2) "through" (dia), and (3) "for" (eis) the Son.
Eis, as used in this passage indicates "purpose, the final
cause." (cf Greek-English Lexicon by J.H. Thayer, D.D.).
The fact that all was created for the Son raises the ques
tion: In what sense is all to be for the Son, and how will
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In what sense is

this be brought about? The answer is:
(1) in the sense that Gods Son is to be "enjoyer of the
allotment of all" and so will possess all;
(2) in the sense that all will be subjected to the Son;
(3) in the sense that all will be conformed to the Son.
I. GOD HAS APPOINTED HIS SON
HEIR OF ALL

The fact that Gods Son is to be the enjoyer of the allot
ment of all is set forth as follows: "... of old, God, speak
ing to the fathers in the prophets, in the last of these days
speaks to us in a Son, Whom He appoints enjoyer of the
allotment of all" (Heb.l:l,2).
Since all was created for the Son, He was appointed
enjoyer of the allotment of all. It is not Gods plan and pur
pose that part of the creation shall ultimately be for the
Adversary and part of it for Gods Son. Neither is it Gods
plan that part of the creation shall finally be left to Sin and
Death and only part be given to His Son. Gods purpose is
that the whole creation shall ultimately be for His Son.
II. ALL WILL BE SUBJECTED

TO GOD'S SON

The subjection of all to Gods Son is repeatedly referred
to in the Scriptures (see 1 Cor.l5:25-28; Eph. 1:9,10,20-23;
Phil.3:21). Those who read a forced subjection of unwilling
creatures into this theme, ascribe characteristics to God
which dishonor Him. Philippians 2:10,11 makes it clear
that a loving and joyful subjection of a redeemed creation
is in view. Not one will be missing! "In the name of Jesus

every knee should be bowing, celestial and terrestrial and
subterranean, and every tongue should be acclaiming that
Jesus Christ is Lord, for the glory of God, the Father." What
a glorious day it will be when all are joyously subjected to
Gods Son. He is indeed a triumphant Saviour and Lord.

all to be for the Son?
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III. ALL WILL BE CONFORMED

TO GOD'S SON

The plan and purpose of God for His creatures goes
even beyond the subjection of all to the Son. God s plan
and purpose is that all shall ultimately be conformed to
His risen, glorified Son.
In this connection, one must first understand what God
is doing for the chosen (2 Tim.2:10), those who are being
saved through faith in Jesus Christ during this present life
(Eph.2:8-10). Such ones are chosen "to be holy and flaw
less in [Gods] sight" (Col.l:22). These are referred to as
the ones who love God and are "called according to the pur
pose that, whom He foreknew, He designates beforehand,
also, to be conformed to the image of His Son, for Him to
be Firstborn among many brethren" (see Rom.8:28-30).
But those who believe now are not the only ones who
will be conformed to Gods Son. In due time the whole
creation will experience this completion of God s salva
tion. "For the premonition of the creation is awaiting the
unveiling of the sons of God. For to vanity was the cre
ation subjected, not voluntarily, but because of Him Who
subjects it, in expectation that the creation itself, also shall
be freed from the corruption into the glorious freedom of
the children of God" (Rom.8:19-21).
Think of it, the whole creation is to be freed from the
slavery of corruption into the glorious freedom of the chil
dren of God! Some of the things that this includes are as
follows: through the obedience of Jesus Christ all mankind
will receive life s justifying and be constituted just (Rom.5:
18,19); through the blood of His cross the entire creation
will be reconciled to God (Col.l:20); all who die in Adam
will be made alive and experience the newness of the res
urrection life of Christ (1 Cor.l5:20-28); all will then be
a part of the new humanity of which Christ Jesus is Head
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(see Eph.2:5; 4:24); all then will have been brought into the
new creation and will be completely conformed to God s
Son (see 2 Cor.5:17; Eph.l:9,10; 3:14-21; Rev.21:3,5).
The Son will then deliver up the kingdom to the Father
and will Himself be subjected, "that God may be All in
all." When God is All in all, there is no further need for
the Son to reign. Think carefully about what is revealed in
the words, "God All in all." This is perhaps the most pro
found and comprehensive statement in the entire Word
of God. Its breadth, its length, its depth, and its height
go beyond the ability of the heart and mind to compre
hend. It is not "God much in many," neither is it "God All
in some." It is definitely "God All in all" or "God Every
thing in everyone."
Even as the believers will one day "be completed for

the entire complement of God" (Eph.3:19), thus also, ulti
mately, all creation will delight to dwell in Him (see Col.
1:17,19). Can the words, "God All in all" mean anything
less? No other expression can more surely and clearly
reveal God s purpose in creation than the glorious words
"God All in all."
To teach that any part of the creation will fail of the pur
pose for which God created it, is to deny every attribute
of God. The true and living God is in supreme control of
His creation. Nothing is too hard for Him. He is the "God
of gods" (Psa.l36:2). He is "the One Who is operating all
in accord with the counsel of His will" (Eph.Lll). Even
the Adversary himself, who is "the god of this eon" (see
2 Cor.4:4), has no power except that which God grants to
him. When the time comes to stop Satan's activities, God
will send a single messenger (or "angel") with a chain in
his hand to bind the Adversary and lock him up in the
abyss (Rev.20:l-4).
What more terrible slander against God can be perpe
trated than the teaching that He will endlessly torment

is to be All in all
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billions of His creatures in fire and brimstone?
The teaching of annihilation denies every attribute of
God just as surely as the teaching of endless torment. To
teach that God will condemn many of His creatures to
endless extermination, is to represent God as frustrated
and incompetent. It is to represent Him as lacking in wis
dom, resourcefulness and ability. The principal difference
is that annihilation represents God as less cruel than end

less torment. To exterminate when salvation is ne|ded and

possible is not glorifying to God. The only way annihila
tion can be made to look respectable is to stand it along
side of endless torment.
To teach that many of God s creatures will be endlessly
lost, is to teach either that such an end is according to His
plan, or that God has been frustrated or defeated in His
plan and that His purpose in creation has failed. Thank
God that neither of these concepts is true, and that, through
Jesus Christ, there is victory over death for all.
When the truth is understood about the purpose of God
to become All in all through the sacrifice of His Christ,
it becomes clear that all of God s dealings with His crea
tures contribute something to the realization of His lov
ing, wise, and glorious purpose.
To know the true and living God "out of Whom all is"
(1 Cor.8:6), is to recognize that His purpose for His crea
tures can only be loving, wise, righteous, and good. To
know Jesus Christ, "through Whom all is" (1 Cor.8:6), is
to know that God s purpose cannot fail.
Joseph Kirk
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