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3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in
his old age; and he made an ORNATE robe for him. 4 When his brothers saw that their father
loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.

5 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. 6 He said
to them, “Listen to this dream I had: 7 We were binding SHEAVES of grain out in the field when
suddenly my sheaf rose and stood UPRIGHT, while your sheaves GATHERED around mine and
bowed down to it.”

8 His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to REIGN over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they
hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said (Genesis 37:3-8).

4. Ornate -
Sheaves -
Upright -
Gathered -
Reign -

 Have you ever hated someone or been hated by someone? Why do you think Joseph’s brothers hated him so
much? What problems does hating someone cause?

 What do you think Joseph was thinking when he was in a “pit” and sold into slavery? When is a time you
were “in a pit?” How did you get through it?

 Potiphar’s wife falsely accused Joseph. When were you falsely accused? How did it make you feel?
 God raised Joseph to the second highest ruler in the land. What would you have done if you had been Jo-

seph when his brothers came to him, begging for grain?
 *Joseph finally forgave his brothers. How hard was this? Who have you struggled to forgive? Why should we

forgive?
 *What do we learn about God, suffering, and redemption from the Joseph story?
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1.
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Exodus 2:1-8
1 Now a man of the TRIBE of Levi married a Levite woman, 2 and she became PREGNANT and gave
birth to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months. 3 But when
she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus BASKET for him and coated it with TAR and PITCH.
Then she placed the child in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile. 4 His sister
stood at a distance to see what would happen to him.
5 Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her ATTENDANTS were walking
along the riverbank. She saw the basket among the reedsand sent her female slave to get it. 6

She opened it and saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the
Hebrew babies,” she said.
7 Then his sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to
nurse the baby for you?”
8 “Yes, go,” she answered. So the girl went and got the baby’s mother.

4. Tribe -
Pregnant -
Basket -
Tar and Pitch -
Attendants -

 Why were the Egyptians so afraid of the Hebrews?
 *What would be the worst part of being a slave?
 Imagine you were Moses’ mother. What would you have done if you had been ordered to kill your newborn

child? What do you think of her putting her child in a basket to float down the river?
 Who found baby Moses on the Nile? Why do you think this happened?
 *Moses was raised in the Pharaoh's household. What would his life have been like? How did this compare to

the rest of the Hebrews?
 *What did Moses give up by going against the “established order?” When have you had to make a choice

like this?
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Exodus 6:2-8
2 God also said to Moses, “I am the Lord. 3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as
God Almighty, but by my name the Lord I did not make myself fully known to them. 4 I also es-
tablished my COVENANT with them to give them the land of Canaan, where they resided as for-
eigners. 5 Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are
enslaving, and I have remembered my covenant.

6 “Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the YOKE of
the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will REDEEM you with an out-
stretched arm and with mighty acts of JUDGEMENT. 7 I will take you as my own people, and I will
be your God. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God, who brought you out from under
the yoke of the Egyptians. 8 And I will bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to give to
Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. I will give it to you as a POSSESSION. I am the Lord.’” 6 Moses
and Aaron did just as the Lord commanded them.

4. Covenant -
Yoke -
Redeem -
Judgment-
Possession -

 Why does God want to “redeem” or free his people, the Hebrews? What is something that has “enslaved”
you, that you want to break free from?

 The first 9 plagues that God sent upon Egypt to convince the pharaoh to let his people go were: water turn-
ing to blood, frogs, lice, flies, livestock pestilence, boils, hail, locusts, and darkness. Which of these do you
think was the worst? What message did this send to pharaoh?

 The death of the firstborn was the tenth plague. Why do you think it took this happening for the pharaoh to
let God’s people go? What lesson does this have for us?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?
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Exodus 14:26-31
26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “STRETCH out your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow
back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.” 27 Moses stretched out his hand over
the sea, and at DAYBREAK the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it,
and the Lord SWEPT them into the sea. 28 The water flowed back and covered the chariots and
horsemen—the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of
them SURVIVED.

29 But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and
on their left. 30 That day the Lord saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw
the Egyptians lying dead on the shore. 31 And when the Israelites saw the MIGHTY hand of the
Lord displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the Lord and put their trust in him and
in Moses his servant.

4. Stretch -
Daybreak -
Swept -
Survived -
Mighty -

 What do you think the Israelites were thinking and feeling when pharaoh let the people go out of Egypt?
When is a time you felt “free”?

 What do you think the Israelites were thinking and feeling when they were trapped beside the Red Sea and
the Egyptian army was coming? When is a time you felt trapped?

 God saved Israel by parting the waters of the Red Sea--performing a miracle. What miracle would you like
God to perform in your life?

 When has God put you in a position where only he could save you?
What we learn about God and his people from this story?
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Deuteronomy 6: 1-9
1 These are the COMMANDS, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to teach you to ob-
serve in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 2 so that you, your children and
their children after them may fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all his de-
crees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. 3 Hear, Israel, and be
careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may INCREASE greatly in a land flow-
ing with milk and honey, just as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, promised you.

4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today
are to be on your hearts. 7 IMPRESS them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home
and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as SYM-
BOLS on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the DOORFRAMES of your
houses and on your gates.

4. Commands -
Increase -
Impress -
Symbols -
Doorframes -

 What do you think is different about the Ten Commandments from other law codes?
 What happened among the people when God was giving Moses the Ten Commandments? Why do you think

the people so quickly turned back to the gods of Egypt?
 The Ten Commandments could be divided into laws about loving God, and laws about loving our neighbor.

Which do you think we struggle the most with? Do best?
 The “Shema” is a command to Israel to teach and talk about God all the time - when we walk along the

road, lie down, and get up. How can we make God a greater part of our lives?


