LOVE AND CREATION
“In the Beginning . . .

Discussion Questions

There are a number of questions in this part of the story, including, - Who is God and
what is he like? - Where do we come from and why do we exist? - If there is a God, why is
there so much pain and suffering in the world? - Does God have a plan for my life?
Which of these questions most resonates with you and those you know? Why?
In the video, there is an opening story of a young girl named Chelsea who is diagnosed
with leukemia, and who dies two days later. What questions does this story and events like
this raise about God? What similar event have you or those you know experienced like
this?
What are the positive contributions of Science? What are things that Science explains well?
What does it struggle to address?
In the biblical account, God creates the world and everything in it, and everything is created “good” (Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 25, 31) What goodness do you see in the world?
What evidence do you see that might point toward toward a Creator of the universe?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
What do you learn about God & goodness from the following passages?
Matthew 6:9-11 _____________________________________________________________________
Matthew 12:33-35 ___________________________________________________________________
Psalm 19:1-2 _______________________________________________________________________
Psalm 100:1-4 ______________________________________________________________________
James 1:17-18 ______________________________________________________________________

Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.

LOVE AND CREATION
“Made Out of Love”

Discussion Questions

In Scripture, it is said that "God is love." What do you see that points towards God being
love? What makes this sometimes difficult to see?
In the video, an analogy is used for why God chose to create humanity of parents deciding to have children. Parents often decide to have children, not because they are incomplete, but so that they can share the love that they have with their children and have
children to love. And so, creating humanity to love is a natural desire of a loving God.
How does this help in your understanding of God?
If you have children, what kind of love and care do you show them? What gifts have you
given them? How did God show love to Adam and Eve and what gifts did he give them?
God created Adam and Eve to be in close community or relationship with him and each
other, and this is how things were in the beginning. What is attractive about this image?
How does this compare to the world that we find ourselves in today?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
What do you learn about God & his love from the following passages?
1 John 1:10 _____________________________________________________________________
1 John 1:11 _____________________________________________________________________
1 John 1:12 ______________________________________________________________________
1 John 1:16 ______________________________________________________________________
1 John 1:19 ______________________________________________________________________

Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of
God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him (1
John 4:7-9).

LOVE AND CREATION
“Community is Lost”

Discussion Questions

God gave Adam and Eve so many gifts; however, he told them not to eat the fruit of the
tree in the middle of the Garden of Eden. Why did he give them this choice? What would
have been the alternatives?
What choices does God give to us today?
"Sin" is a failure to trust God with our lives, going against his ways, wishes, and designs
for us and the world, resulting in hurt or harm to our relationships with God and
others. How have you seen sin affect your relationships or that of others?
When Adam and Eve sinned, their relationship with God and one another was destroyed,
resulting in the loss of the close community that was found in the Garden of Eden. Where
do people go to try to find community outside of God?
What did Eve find attractive in taking the fruit that God told them not to eat of? What
does this teach us about the types of things that may tempt us?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
What do you learn about God and people from the following passages?
Romans 3:23 _____________________________________________________________________
1 Corinthians 15:22 ___________________________________________________________________
John 8:44 _______________________________________________________________________
Romans 6:23 ______________________________________________________________________
James 1:13-15 ______________________________________________________________________
John 3:16 ______________________________________________________________________

Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
. . . 12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ . . . without hope and without God in
the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood
of Christ" (Ephesians 2:12-13).

LOVE AND CREATION
“Chaos, Cancer, Death & God’s Plan of Redemption”

Discussion Questions

Just as a loving parent corrects their children, God deals out punishment for sin to Adam and Eve
and the serpent. What happens when we allow children or adults go uncorrected?
The ground itself was cursed because of sin. From this, there is a chaos / randomness in nature,
with earthquakes, tornadoes, cancer, and death. But this is not the world that God originally intended. What questions do these types of events bring for you?
What did God do after Adam and Eve sinned that showed he still loved and cared for them?
Redemption is freedom or blessing that has been bought with a price, and includes the idea of
taking something down, defeated, or broken and making something good come from this.
Where do you see stories of redemption in everyday life?
God has a plan of redemption to bring us back into relationship with him through the death of
his Son, Jesus Christ. This redemption makes possible many blessings, including:

Which of these blessings do you most look forward to?

What do we learn about God and people from this story?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
What do you learn about God & goodness from the following passages?
What do you learn about God and people from the following passages?
Romans 5:6-8 _____________________________________________________________________
Romans 5:14-15 ______________________________________________________________________
Romans 5:17 _______________________________________________________________________
Romans 5:19 ______________________________________________________________________
Romans 6:23 ______________________________________________________________________
Ephesians 1:4 ______________________________________________________________________
1 Peter 1:15-16 _____________________________________________________________________

Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
"23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his
grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus" (Romans 3:23-24).

THE GOD OF GRACE
“God’s Common, Everyday Grace to Adam & Eve--and Us”

Discussion Questions

So much of our image of God is initially shaped by the kind of home that we grew up in.
What kind of home did you grow up in, and how did this perhaps shape your image of
God? What were the positives? What did you have to overcome?
"Common grace" is the grace or blessing that God gives to us everyday-our homes, our
jobs, our children, and more. How have you experienced this type of grace in your life?
Grace is a free gift and cannot be earned; thus, it is by its nature undeserved--such as
getting off from a speeding ticket by the police officer's "grace." How has God been gracious to you in an undeserved way?
What do we learn from the story of Adam and Eve about God, God’s grace, and people?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
What do you learn about God and people from the following passages?
John 1:14 _____________________________________________________________________
Romans 3:23-24 ___________________________________________________________________
Hebrews 4:16 _______________________________________________________________________
1 Peter 4:10 ______________________________________________________________________
Acts 15:11 ______________________________________________________________________
2 Corinthians 8:7 ______________________________________________________________________

Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God— not by works, so that no one can boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9).

THE GOD OF GRACE
“God’s Grace to Cain”

Discussion Questions

What do you think of the story of Jeffrey Dahmer? Is God's grace available to people
like him?
Why did God punish Cain? What does this teach us about God's justice?
Why would God extend grace to Cain, who killed his brother? What does this teach us
about God's grace?
Who do you struggle with extend grace to or wanting to receive God's grace? What can
help with this?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
What do you learn about God and people from the following passages?
1 Timothy 1:12-14 _____________________________________________________________________
1 Timothy 1:15-16 ___________________________________________________________________
Psalm 103:8-14 _______________________________________________________________________
Hebrews 4:16 ______________________________________________________________________
Job 33:27-30 ______________________________________________________________________
Ezra 9:13 ______________________________________________________________________

Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God— not by works, so that no one can boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9).

THE GOD OF GRACE
“God’s Grace to Noah & Humanity”

Discussion Questions

Throughout history, humanity has had a history of violence. What do you think is the
cause of this?
What would the world be like if evil, corruption, and violence were left unchecked?
Why do you think that God spared humanity and allowed the human race to continue if
it could be so evil and violent?
What kind of person must Noah have been to live differently than those around him?
What kind of challenges or resistance might be have faced when building the ark?
After Noah and his family were saved through the ark, God put a rainbow in the sky as
a sign of his grace, saying that he would never again destroy the world by water. How
does God continue to show grace to our world today?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
What do you learn about God and people from the following passages?
Genesis 8:18-21 _____________________________________________________________________
Genesis 9:8-12 ___________________________________________________________________
Hebrews 11:7 ______________________________________________________________________
Ezekiel 14:12-14, 21-23 __________________________________________________________________
1 Peter 3:18-21 ______________________________________________________________________
Matthew 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-27 ________________________________________________________
2 Peter 2:4-9 ________________________________________________________________________

Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
"For a brief moment I forsook you, But with great compassion I will gather you. "In an outburst of anger I
hid My face from you for a moment, But with everlasting lovingkindness I will have compassion on you,"
Says the LORD your Redeemer. "For this is like the days of Noah to Me, When I swore that the waters of
Noah Would not flood the earth again; So I have sworn that I will not be angry with you Nor will I rebuke
you." - Isaiah 54:7-10

THE GOD OF GRACE
“God’s Grace to the People of Babel”

Discussion Questions

So far in Genesis, God has only given two commands. The first was to not eat the fruit of the tree
in the middle of the Garden of Eden. The second was for people to spread out over the earth and
multiply. Instead, they decide to build a tower to heaven so that they will not spread out as God
commanded. Why do they do this? What does this show us about the human condition?
In building the Tower of Babel, people wanted to "make a name for themselves"--God is nowhere
mentioned in their desires and plans. What problems can the desire for fame and acknowledgement lead in our lives?
Throughout human history, various rulers have built towers for themselves. How do we do this
today?
What do you think of the story of the girl who urged her boyfriend to commit suicide so that she
could have the attention of being the "grieving girlfriend" and her desire for fame?
In each of these early stories in Genesis, we see that God keeps having to start over (with Seth
because Cain gives Abel; with Noah because of the evil of the earth; and with the scattering of
the people at the tower of Babel). People seem unwilling or unable to follow God. What does this
show the need for?
What do we learn from the story about God and people?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
What do you learn about God and people from the following passages?
Galatians 6:4 _____________________________________________________________________
Isaiah 2:12 ___________________________________________________________________
Psalm 10:4 ______________________________________________________________________
Romans 12:3 _______________________________________________________________________
Proverbs 16:5 ______________________________________________________________________
Proverbs 16:18 ______________________________________________________________________
Proverbs 27:2 ______________________________________________________________________

Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
"In his pride the wicked man does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no room for God" (Proverbs
10:4).

FAITH & THE PROMISE
“C.S. Lewis’ Story of Faith

Discussion Questions

C.S. Lewis grew up in a Christian home, but had many difficult faith struggles. What was
your experience of faith growing up in your family?
For a time, Lewis was an atheist--one who does not believe in God. What are the benefits
and challenges of not believing in God? What are the benefits and challenges of believing in
God?
C.S. Lewis also struggled with his faith on an intellectual level, struggling to reconcile belief
in God with the atrocities of World War I and "other (pagan) myths." What intellectual struggles do people have with faith today?
C.S. Lewis had Christian friends in the "Inklings" such as JRR Tolkien who helped him explore
his questions and doubts and come to faith in God. Who has God placed in your path that
has helped you in your faith journey?
C.S. Lewis came to believe in Christ while riding to the zoo in the sidecar of his brother's motorcycle. He also had other "joyful" moments, where he saw or experienced something beautiful that caused him to long for a better world. What is a "joyful" moment for you when you
gained a greater awareness of God and / or came to really believe in God?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
What do you learn about God and people from the following passages?
1 Thessalonians 2:13 __________________________________________________________________
1 Timothy 4:10 ___________________________________________________________________
John 4:42 ______________________________________________________________________
Psalm 28:7 _______________________________________________________________________
Ephesians 1:18-19 ________________________________________________________________

Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
"8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in
him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of
your faith, the salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:8-10).

FAITH & THE PROMISE
“Abram Has a Great Faith Response”

Discussion Questions

What do you think of Abram's decision to follow God's call and "go to the land that he
will show him?"
God blesses Abram soon after he starts to follow him with an additional "land
promise," promising him the land of Israel. What are some possible ways God may
bless us for following him?
When God appears to Abram and tells him that "he is his shield," that he is there for
him, Abram expresses his frustration that God has not yet fulfilled his promise of a child,
saying, "What can you do for me?" When have you been frustrated with God and questioned him?
The Bible is filled with "laments" - cries of hurt, heartache, and questions for God for
where he is in all of this. What does God's response to Abram's question show us about
how God handles our questions, frustrations, and laments?
What made Abram "believe God" when he reaffirms his promise?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
What do you learn about God & people from the following passage?
Psalm 13

Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
‘Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness" (Romans 4:3).

FAITH & THE PROMISE
“A Personal Relationship with God”

Discussion Questions

What do you think of the mysterious encounter that Abraham had with the three men
who showed up at his tent?
Abraham was available, open, and hospitable to receiving the three men / the LORD.
How available, open, and hospitable are you towards God and others?
What would help you have a more real, meaningful, and personal relationship with
God?
What do we learn from this story about God, God’s promises, and people?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
"By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and
went, even though he did not know where he was going" (Hebrews 11:8).

THE INCARNATION
“The Word Became Flesh”

Discussion Questions

What do you think of the story of the King and the Maiden? How does this story relate to
God?
Why did God become human? What does this tell us about God?
If Jesus is God, what can we learn about God from looking at Jesus' life?
What do you think about Jesus growing up in a small town like Nazareth? Why would
Jesus choose to do this?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

THE INCARNATION
“The Birth of Jesus Christ”

Discussion Questions

God could perhaps have chosen some other way to save humanity. Why do you think he
came in the form of a baby?
Put yourself in the shoes of Joseph and Mary throughout this story. What must they have
been thinking and feeling?
Contrast Herod the Great as king, and Jesus as king. How are they different? Which
king would you rather be ruled by?
What do you think of the wise men? Where do you think they were from?
How do you think that we can give “gifts” to Christ the king today?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

THE INCARNATION
“John the Baptist & the Kingdom of God”

Discussion Questions

John the Baptist's main preaching message was, "Repent, for the kingdom of God is
near." What is repentance? How does the relate to God's kingdom?
The kingdom of God is the realm where God's will is done. Where do we see God's will
honored today? Where is it dishonored or not followed?
The people who heard John's message and accepted it confessed their sins and were
baptized. Why is confession a key part of turning towards God? What might be difficult
about confession? What might be the benefit?
The people who accepted John's message also were baptized (immersed). What might
be difficult about baptism? What would be the benefit?
What do you feel that our world needs to repent of today? How about you? What do you
want to change in your life?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
What do you learn about God and people from the following passages?
Proverbs 28:13 Acts 3:19 2 Peter 3:9 1 John 1:9 James 5:16 -

Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near" (Matthew 3:2).

THE INCARNATION
“Jesus’ Baptism in the Jordan River”

Discussion Questions

Jesus had no sins to be forgiven of, and yet he was baptized. Why did he do this?
By being baptized, Jesus submitted his will to Father and demonstrated his willingness to
be a "suffering servant" and go to the cross for us. How does baptism demonstrate our
submission to God?
When Jesus was baptized, he received the Spirit to empower him in his ministry. How
does the Spirit help us today?
When Jesus was baptized, the Father said, "This is my Son, whom I love. With him I am
well-pleased." Why was the Father well-pleased by Jesus' baptism, and what lesson does
this have for us? The Father announced his love for Jesus, his Son. What lesson does this
have for us?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
What do you learn about God and people from the following passages?
Psalm 40:8 Psalm 143:10 Matthew 12:50 Matthew 26:39 John 5:30 Titus 3:5

Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
"And hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured out into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit, who has been given to us" (Romans 5:5).

THE INCARNATION
“Jesus’ Temptations in the Desert”

Discussion Questions

The Scriptures say that Jesus, though he was the Son of God, faced temptations "just as
we do"--and yet did not sin. What do you think might have been the biggest temptation
that Jesus faced in his time on earth?
Why do you think "the Spirit led Jesus out into the desert to be tempted"? Why did Jesus
have to go through this?
What does the story of "The Forger Who Fooled the World" from the video demonstrate
about temptation and sin?
How did Jesus overcome temptation, and what lessons does this have for us?
Which of the Spiritual disciplines (prayer, fasting, Bible study, Scripture meditation, silence and solitude, giving, etc.) would you most like to grow in and why?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

THE INCARNATION
“Jesus Calls His Disciples at the Sea of Galilee”

Discussion Questions

Why do you think Jesus chose these ordinary fishermen to be his disciples? What lesson
does this have for us?
Jesus drew together people from all backgrounds, political spectrums, races and ethnicities, gender, and socio-economic backgrounds to be his disciples, forming "the
church." Where do you see this demonstrated in the church today? Where do we struggle with this?
Jesus did not just call individuals, but people together, forming a Christ-centered community. Why is it important to be a part of a Christ-centered community, and not just
seek to follow Jesus on our own?
How can being part of a Christ-centered community help us to grow in ways that we
may not be able to do as well on our own?
Jesus tells his disciples that if they follow him, he will "send them out to fish for
people." What does this mean?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
What do you learn about God and people from the following passages?
Matthew 11:19
1 John 2:6
Matthew 16:24-25
Matthew 10:37-39
Mark 10:21
John 1:43
Luke 6:40
John 12:26
John 15:10
John 13:34-35

Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
19 “Come, follow me," Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people” (Mt. 4:19).

THE INCARNATION
“The Light of the World & the Early Church”

Discussion Questions

Jesus told his disciples, "You are the light of the world." What do you think that it means to be
the light of the world? How can we be a light to the world today?
In "The Beatitudes," Jesus says that those who are poor in spirit, merciful, meek, peacemakers,
and more are blessed in his kingdom. How are these value different than that those of the
world?
In his book The Rise of Christianity, Rodney Stark estimates that the number of people seeking
to follow Christ grew nearly 40 percent per decade in the first three centuries after Christ. During this time the church had few political leaders or laws on their side. What do you think
caused the Christian faith to grow so quickly?
The early Christians valued life, women, children, and marriage? Why?
The early Christians reached out to people of all races, socio-economic levels, and ethnicities.
Why does Christianity have such a universal call?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
"When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, 'I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life'" (John 8:12).

THE ROAD TO THE CROSS
“A Ransom for Many”

Discussion Questions

Why do you think Jesus chose these ordinary fishermen to be his disciples? What lesson
does this have for us?
Why did the disciples struggle so much to understand that Jesus had to go to the cross to
die?
Why did James and John ask ask to sit at the right and left hand of power right after
Jesus tells them that he is going into Jerusalem to die? What does this show?
Who does Jesus say will be great in his kingdom? How is Jesus' concept of greatness
different from the world's concept of greatness?
How does sin and various addictions enslave us and ruin our lives?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
Matthew 22:27b-28 - "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials
exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you
must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave . . . . "

THE ROAD TO THE CROSS
“A Ransom for Many”

Discussion Questions

What are some different views that people today have about Jesus?
Who did the disciples view Jesus to be?
What can we learn from the story of the blind man, Bartimaeus, about following Jesus?
Why were the crowds excited when Jesus entered Jerusalem? Who did they think Jesus
was?
Who did Jesus actually claim to be?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
Romans 1:3-4 - ". . . 3 regarding his Son, who as to his earthly life was a descendant of David, 4 and who
through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead:
Jesus Christ our Lord."

THE ROAD TO THE CROSS
“Jesus Confronts the Religious Leaders in the Temple”

Discussion Questions

Why do you think Jesus was so upset by the money changers operating in the “Court of
the Gentiles”?
Why do you think that there was even a Court of the Gentiles as part of the temple, if the
Jews were God’s chosen people?
Jesus makes a whip, throws tables, and chases people out of the temple. Was this
“Christlike”?
What kind of behaviors or actions would Christ be upset by today? If he were living
physically on earth today, what do you think his reaction would be?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

THE ROAD TO THE CROSS
“Jesus is Betrayed in the Garden of Gethsemane”

Discussion Questions

Why did the religious leaders want to have Jesus killed?
Why do you think that Judas betrayed Jesus?
How do you think that Jesus would have felt on the night that he was betrayed?
When do you think that Jesus knew that Judas would betray him?
Why did Jesus not allow his disciples to fight for him? Why did the disciples desert Jesus?
What are some ways that people can betray us today? How do we recover from betrayal?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
Proverbs 27:6 - "Faithful are the wounds of a friend, But deceitful are the kisses of an enemy."

JESUS’ CRUCIFIXION & DEATH
“Jesus’ Trial Before the High Priest”

Discussion Questions

Why did the religious leaders want to have Jesus killed?
Have you ever been accused of something that you did not do? How did that make you
feel?
How and why did Jesus stay silent when so many people were falsely accusing him?
Peter had declared that he would die for Jesus - and then denied that he even knew him
three times. Why did he do this? How would Jesus have felt to hear this?
How do we "deny Jesus" sometimes?
Peter and Judas both betrayed Jesus, but they dealt with this in very different ways. What
should we do when we fail Jesus?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
Proverbs 27:6 - "Faithful are the wounds of a friend, But deceitful are the kisses of an enemy."

JESUS’ CRUCIFIXION & DEATH
“Jesus’ Trial Before Pilate”

Discussion Questions

What was Jesus accused of when he was on trial before Pilate? What was his response?
What gave Jesus the strength to stay silent through all of the false accusations made
against him?
How should we respond when people say that about us that are unkind or untrue?
The crowds cheered Jesus when he came into Jerusalem - and then shouted, "Crucify
him." Why and how did this happen? What does this show us about people?
Pilate thought that Jesus was innocent, but was afraid of the crowd--and so he handed
Jesus over to be crucified. How can fear of people and desire to be liked cause problems for us?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
Isaiah 53:7 - "He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to
the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth."

JESUS’ CRUCIFIXION & DEATH
“Christ’s Death on the Cross”

Discussion Questions

What part of the crucifixion do you think would have been the worst for Jesus to endure?
What does the phrase, "He gave up his spirit" show about Jesus' death?
What do you think motivated Jesus to go through all of the pain and humiliation at his
crucifixion?
Why has the cross impacted so many people?
How does Jesus' death impact you? What do you feel that God is calling you to do?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

RESURRECTION & NEW LIFE
“Christ’s Redemptive Death & God’s Amazing Grace”

Discussion Questions

What do you think of the dramatic events that Matthew records happened at Christ’s
death? Which do you think is most significant?
What do you think of the Roman centurion’s confession at the cross that Jesus was the
Son of God?
What do you think of the story of John Newton and the song, Amazing Grace? Why has
this song impacted so many? How does it impact you?
Christ’s death makes possible our redemption, which includes:
Redeeeming us
sin (taking on our sins in his body;the bondage of of slavery
to sin, legalism, and fear of death
Redeeming us
- God, doing good and righteousness, and service towards other,
and reconciliation with God and others

Which of these most resonates with you?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

RESURRECTION & NEW LIFE
“The Significance of Christ’s Burial”

Discussion Questions

How and what do you think the disciples were thinking and feeling on “Saturday,” after
Christ’s death and burial?
Who close to you has died? What was the funeral like? What are the purposes of burials
and funerals?
How would you describe the thinking and feeling of the disciples who were on the road
to Emmaus on resurrection morning before Jesus revealed himself to them? Why did
they not understand the resurrection that Jesus would undergo?
Who do you want to see again in the next life?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

RESURRECTION & NEW LIFE
“Christ’s Resurrection & Reasons to Believe”

Discussion Questions

What emotions would Mary Magdalene have gone through before and after seeing Jesus?
How did the resurrection change the lives of the disciples and why?
What do you think is the best reason to believe in the resurrection?
Thousands of Jews started worshiping Jesus almost immediately.
The eye witnesses accounts are consistent with other types of eye witness accounts.
A bodily resurrection was a foreign concept in the Greco-Roman world.
They did not find the body of Jesus.
Changed lives of the disciples
The hope it brings into our lives.
How else could the events be explained?
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
Romans 8:11 - "If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.”

RESURRECTION & NEW LIFE
“The Resurrection, Hope, & the Gospel”

Discussion Questions

What emotions would Mary Magdalene have gone through before and after seeing Jesus?
How is the resurrection hope different from that of some other faiths / religions?
The resurrection is good news for many reasons. Which of these reasons is the best "good
news" for you?
Because Christ was raised from the dead, we will be raised from the dead.
The resurrection body that we will have will have no sickness, disease, or pain.
At the resurrection, we will fully receive God's spirit and lose the desire to sin.
At the resurrection, Christ's victory over sin and death will be complete.
What do we learn about God and people from this story?

Additional Discipleship Track Material
Discovery Bible Study - Make three columns on a piece of paper In column 1, write out the following verse. In column 2, write the verse in your own words. In column 3, write out how you will
apply this verse this week.
Romans 8:11 - "If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.”

RESURRECTION & NEW LIFE
“Baptism & New Life in Christ”

Discussion Questions

What regrets do you have in your life? What would you like to “do over” or start over in
your life?
The apostle Paul says that we are saved by grace through faith. How has God been gracious to you? What would be a good next faith step for you in response?
What parallels do you see in baptism and Christ’s story of death, burial, and resurrection? How could baptism represent a new start in our lives?
How are repentance and baptism a part of trusting God with our lives? (If in a group,
share a personal experience.)
Jesus was baptized and began ministry and mission after his baptism. Do you want to
follow Jesus, be baptized, and take up his mission?
What do you feel that God is calling you to do to more fully take hold of the new life in
Christ?

RESURRECTION & NEW LIFE
“The Great Commission”

Discussion Questions

Jesus told his disciples to: go;make disciples of all nations; baptize; and teach to obey.
Which of these do we most struggle with doing?
Which of the above do you want to more fully follow?
Jesus said he came to seek and save the lost, serve others, and proclaim or share the
good news. What aspect of Christ’s mission is most appealing to you?
Who would you like to reach out to and share God’s story of redemption with?
What do we learn about God and people form this story?

RESURRECTION & NEW LIFE
“Epilogue”

Discussion Questions

What might the disciples have thought or felt after Jesus' crucifixion? Why did they go back to
fishing?
How did the disciples respond when they saw Jesus? How would you respond if you had a
loved one come back to life?
Why do you think Jesus asked Peter if he loved him THREE TIMES? Why does Jesus tell him to
"feed his sheep"?
Why do you think God chose Peter to preach the first recorded gospel sermon after the
resurrection? What lesson does this have for us?
In Acts 2, when Peter tells the people gathered on the Day of Pentecost (a Jewish feast) that
they had crucified Jesus, they were "cut to the heart" - sorrowful and asked what they should
do in response. Peter told them to "Repent and be baptized" in order to receive forgiveness of
sins and the Holy Spirit. Have you repented and been baptized? If so, please share your experience. If not, what do you feel that God is calling you to do?

