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His Excellencies: 

  

Ambassador Kairat Umarov, Permanent Representative of the Republic of   Kazakhstan, 

 

Ambassador Sima Bahous, Permanent Representative of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 

 

Ambassador Mohamed Edrees, Permanent Representative of the Arabic Republic of Egypt,  

 

Excellencies, 

 

Distinguished delegates, 

 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

 

First of all, allow me to express my sincere appreciation to the Permanent Mission of 

Kazakhstan for the continued partnership with the Office for Disarmament Affairs through 

this series of Nuclear Discussion Forum which will soon celebrate its tenth anniversary. 

Last year, the General Assembly, by its decision 73/546, entrusted the Secretary-General the 

convening of the annual sessions of the Conference on the establishment of a Middle East 

zone free of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction, until the Conference 

concludes the elaboration of a legally binding treaty establishing such a zone. 

I would like to warmly congratulate Ambassador Bahous for her wise stewardship of the First 

Session of the Conference, and to the participating States for their commitment and spirit of 

cooperation, which led to the success of the First Session. The Session and its outcomes mark 

a significant step forward after decades-long efforts by the States in the Middle East to make 

progress towards achieving this objective. 

The success of this conference process requires the participation of all the States of the 

region, and the support of the international community, especially the three co-sponsors of 

the 1995 Resolution on the Middle East and the other two nuclear-weapons States, as well as 

other stakeholders. We have witnessed the commendable open and inclusive approach 

adopted by the participating States regarding the issues of the participation by all States in the 

Middle East in the process.  

 



 
 

2 
 

 

The Conference’s mandate is to elaborate a legally binding treaty on a Middle East zone free 

of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction. At the political level, 

participating States agree that a future treaty on such a zone must be acceded by all States of 

the Middle East, and should enjoy the support by all key stakeholders of the international 

community. And the establishment of such a zone in the Middle East would need to take into 

account the unique characteristics of the region. At the substantive/technical level, as this will 

be the first zone free of all types of weapons of mass destruction, the future zone treaty’s 

structure and content would be more complicated than the existing nuclear-weapons-free 

zone treaties. Key elements such as general obligation, principles and objectives, scope, 

verification and institutional arrangement will need to be considered and agreed upon. In this 

regard, in order to prepare for the negotiation, experts from participating States and other 

stakeholders, including relevant international organizations, could gather to discuss all these 

relevant issues and come up with recommendations on an outline of the future treaty. This 

work should also draw upon the rich materials and solid research work on such a zone 

already produced by relevant NGOs, academia and think tanks etc. 

 

Under the overall mandate entrusted to the Secretary-General by decision 73/546, the Office 

for Disarmament Affairs will continue to support the President and the participating States in 

their following up on the outcomes of the First Session of the Conference. ODA can support 

the organization of workshops and informal consultations for participating States and other 

stakeholders during the intersessional period. As agreed by participating States, inviting the 

existing nuclear-weapon-free zone organizations to share their good practices and lessons 

learned with respect to the implementation of treaties of such zones, will be a good starting 

point. 

 

I am confident that with the support of the International community, the participating States, 

with their collective commitment and the common aspiration, are able to navigate through the 

challenges ahead and make further progress in this important endeavour aimed to enhance 

regional and international peace and security. 

 

Thank you.  


