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Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished participants,
I would like to congratulate His Excellency Mr. Sacha Sergio Llorenty

Soliz on assuming the Chair of the First Committee, as well as, the members
of the Bureau for their election. My delegation is ready to provide full support
to the Chair in ensuring the constructive and effective work of the Committee.

Mr. Chairman,
Kazakhstan, having undergone its own path of denuclearization, is

strongly convinced that disarmament is the most effective confidence-
building measure.

Disarmament is the basis for achieving global peace, ensuring stability
and security. The obvious lack of progress in this sphere and a decline in
trust have resulted in the decision to adopt the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons (TPNW).

The adoption of TPNW demonstrates vividly that the majority of Non-
Nuclear-Weapon States are becoming increasingly impatient. They urgently
want to press for the necessity to seriously address the gaps and imbalances
in the prevailing nuclear disarmament and nonproliferation regime.

On 29 August of this year, Kazakhstan became the 26th Member State
to submit an instrument of ratification of the TPNW. We are glad that this
momentum was picked up by other like-minded States, and the Treaty has
now 32 ratifications. We hope that the rest of the 122 supporting states will
also confirm and translate their position in practice and make the prospects
of establishing a legal ban on nuclear weapons a reality.

The TPNW should complement the NPT, especially in its ultimate goal
to achieve a world without nuclear weapons. Kazakhstan calls upon nuclear
powers that had pledged to make efforts for the elimination of nuclear
weapons in accordance with Article VI of the NPT - to take practical steps
and effective measures.



Nuclear weapons possessing states remaining outside the NPT must
join the Treaty without any preconditions as non-nuclear states. We are
convinced that national interests and security of any state should not be at
the cost of other peace-loving countries.

Mr. Chairman,
Kazakhstan supports the Swedish initiative on Nuclear Disarmament

and the NPT. Hopefully, the initiative will help to find common ground
between Nuclear and Non-Nuclear States in the run-up to the NPT Review
Conference in 2020. Therefore, Kazakhstan participated in the ministerial-
level meeting recently held in Stockholm.

Kazakhstan believes that a voluntary moratorium on nuclear testing,
as observed by the nuclear powers, cannot serve as an alternative to a
legally-binding document such as the CTBT. And an early entry into force of
this Treaty would be essential for effective implementation of the NPT.

We welcome the Final Report of the GGE to consider the role of
verification in advancing nuclear disarmament, where Kazakhstan's expert
also took part.

Over the past decade, the political environment has changed, and not
moved forward in a positive direction. Following the demise of the
Intermediate Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF), there are major concerns
that the extension of the new START Treaty is at great risk. We join others
in urging Russia and the US to make every effort to preserve this last
remaining disarmament agreement.

Mr. Chairman,
Kazakhstan attaches great importance to strengthening nuclear-

weapon-free zones by addressing the issues and challenges encountered
by them. On 28-29 August this year, in Nur-Sultan, we organized jointly with
UNODA, an International Seminar on Fostering Cooperation Among
Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones.

It became a contribution towards consolidating all the existing nuclear-
weapon-free zones, by uniting their positions and reinforcing their role in
nuclear disarmament. Banning nuclear weapons and creating new zones are
key priorities of Kazakhstan, as well as important items of the Secretary-
General's Disarmament Agenda with its Action Plan.

This year, Kazakhstan serves as the Coordinator of the Treaty on the
Establishment of a Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone in Central Asia. This Treaty
is commemorating, this year its 10th Anniversary of the creation of the
Central Asian nuclear-free zone. We are still last zone established in the

world. In this regard, we hope that further measures to strengthen interaction
between the zones will help to consolidate their efforts in establishing new
nuclear-weapons-free zones, in particular, in the Middle East and other parts
of our planet.



Mr. Chairman,
Kazakhstan stands for further implementation of the Joint

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPoA). Kazakhstan made a practical
contribution to it by facilitating the dialogue with meetings held in city Almaty.
We urge all the parties to the JCPOA to show responsibility and fully
implement their obligations under the Plan.

Kazakhstan is steadfastly advocating for denuclearizing the Korean
Peninsula and is ready to share its experience on how it had dismantled its
own nuclear testing infrastructure.

Mr. Chairman,
Terrorism remains particularly urgent threat on the background of the

rapid development of scientific and technological achievements. Close
cooperation to prevent any such attempt is needed. In this regard, the
initiative to commence negotiations on an international convention for the
suppression of acts of chemical and biological terrorism (ICCBT), put forward
three years ago, becomes increasingly relevant.

The development of Lethal Autonomous Weapon Systems (LAWS)
becomes a particular source of concern, as well. LAWS have the potential to
challenge the most basic principles of both international law and international
humanitarian law. It remains to be proven that an autonomous weapon
system would be able to comply with the three fundamental principles of IHL
namely those of proportionality, distinction and precautions in attack.

We will continue to be guided by the initiative of Kazakhstan's First
President Nursultan Nazarbayev, who is urging the international community
to achieve a nuclear-weapon-free world by 2045, the centenary of the United
Nations.

Humankind should use every opportunity to carry forward the
momentum for disarmament, wherever it already exists, and to generate new
impetus where it is needed, in order to achieve a safer and more secure
world for all.

Thank you for your attention.


