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Mr. Chair, 

Esteemed fellow panellist, Ambassador García Moritán, 

Distinguished delegates, 

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Happy United Nations Day! This is an important day for all of us.  

 

At the outset, let me take this opportunity to congratulate you on commencing the substantive 

work of this Committee’s mandate. 

 

You have limited time available for you to cover a broad swathe of issues, and I hope that 

you will use every opportunity to be as effective and efficient as possible. In this context, I 

welcome your willingness to impose strict time limitations and to abide by them.   

 

In light of the state of global affairs and the disarmament and non-proliferation regime, you 

must make the most of the time you have. 

 

Since 2004, the Chair of the First Committee has invited the head of the Office for 

Disarmament Affairs to participate in an exchange with the Committee on follow-up of 

resolutions and decisions adopted at the previous session and on presentation of the reports of 

the Secretary-General. It has been the practice since 2016 to refrain from providing detailed 

statistical information in these remarks. I will again refrain from doing so this year. Instead, 

you will find those details on the website of the Office for Disarmament Affairs in an annex 

to this statement, which will be posted online. 

 

During the general debate I articulated my views on the current state of affairs, steps taken – 

forward and backward – and Member States’ roles in preserving the rules-based order.  

 

Some of those points bear repeating. I remain extremely concerned about the current situation 

surrounding disarmament, non-proliferation and arms control. The disarmament and non-

proliferation regime is at best, fraying and, at worst, collapsing.  

 

Delegates to the First Committee, Member States of the United Nations, have a responsibility 

to all peoples of the world and, not least to their own, to create a safer and more secure world.   

 

As the Secretary-General said to the General Assembly at the opening of the current session: 

“The General Assembly is a unique and indispensable forum where the world can come 

together to advance on sensitive and important issues” and “People’s expectations . . . are 

profound.” It is in this spirit and with this recognition of shared responsibility that I hope this 

Committee will take forward its work.  

 

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 
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I welcome the opportunity today to have this exchange with a representative from one 

regional group.  

 

There are many regional dimensions to the work of the First Committee, and it is regrettable 

that today’s panel does not include voices from across different regional groups.  My Office 

remains fully engaged at the regional and sub-regional levels, in particular through our 

offices in Togo, Peru and Nepal and the vital work they undertake in areas as diverse as 

ammunition stockpile management, gender inclusion and women’s empowerment in 

disarmament efforts, and implementation of Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004). 

 

Regional approaches to disarmament are an integral component of the UN disarmament 

toolkit. They reinforce norms and principles, complement multilateral treaties and regimes, 

and tailor approaches in disarmament to local contexts. 

 

Take, for example, nuclear-weapon-free zones. These zones contain some of the most strict 

provisions against nuclear weapons and, taken together, have made the entire Southern 

Hemisphere effectively free of these terrible weapons.  

 

Another excellent recent example has been the consultations undertaken with regional 

organizations in the context of the Group of Governmental Experts on Advancing responsible 

State behaviour in cyberspace in the context of international security. These consultations 

have allowed the GGE to take advantage of and draw best practice from innovations taking 

place in regional bodies, including confidence-building measures and norm implementation.  

 

As the Secretary-General notes in his Disarmament Agenda, Securing Our Common Future, 

the United Nations and regional organizations should work together to strengthen existing 

platforms for regional dialogue on security and arms control.  

 

Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

I want to conclude by reiterating my urgent request that you make the best use of the time 

available to you for the remainder of the Committee’s session to achieve truly meaningful 

outcomes. My Office continues to stand ready to support Member States’ ongoing efforts 

across the Committee’s vast and complex areas of work.  

 

Trust and confidence are currently in short supply, and they will not be restored without 

concerted efforts by all. They require dialogue, negotiation and the rebuilding of a spirit of 

cooperation. This is hard work, especially in today’s environment, but it is by far better than 

the alternative.  

 

Thank you very much for your attention.  
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Table I. Reports of the Secretary-General to the First Committee at its seventy-fourth session 
 

 

 

   Responses to requests for information 

and views 2019* 

Title Symbol Substantive content Replies  

(Total Entities) 

Proportion of 

Sponsors 

     

Report of the Conference on Disarmament  A/72/27 Report of the Conference - - 

Report of the Secretary-General on the Group of Governmental Experts on 

further practical measures for the prevention of an arms race in outer space  

A/74/77  Report of the Group - - 

Report of the Secretary-General on the Group of Governmental Experts to 

consider the role of verification in advancing nuclear disarmament  

A/74/90 Report of the Group - - 

Report of the Secretary-General on promotion of multilateralism in the area of 

disarmament and non-proliferation 

A/74/96 Views from Governments 9 (9) 4 / 120 

Report of the Secretary-General on strengthening of security and cooperation in 

the Mediterranean region 

A/74/97 Views from Governments 8 (32) 17 / 42 

Report of the Secretary-General on confidence-building measures in the regional 

and subregional context 

A/74/98 Views from Governments 12 (12) 0 / 5 

Report of the Secretary-General on observance of environmental norms in the 

drafting and implementation of agreements on disarmament and arms control  

A/74/99 Views from Governments 10 (10) 6 / 120 

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the annual report of the 

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 

A/74/110 Report on programme activities - - 

Report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace 

and Disarmament in Asia and the Pacific 

A/74/112 Report on programme activities - - 

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the annual report of the Organisation 

for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons  

A/74/114 Report on programme activities - - 

Report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, 

Disarmament and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean  

A/74/115 Report on programme activities - - 

Report of the Secretary-General on the relationship between disarmament and 

development 

A/74/116 Views from Governments 7 (34) 4 / 120 

     

                                                           
* Figures for total entities and sponsors respectively count all States participating as a group under single reply or all memb ers of a group sponsoring a resolution. Late submissions are 

included. 

https://undocs.org/A/74/27
https://undocs.org/A/74/77
https://undocs.org/A/74/90
https://undocs.org/A/74/96
https://undocs.org/A/74/97
https://undocs.org/A/74/98
https://undocs.org/A/74/99
https://undocs.org/A/74/110
https://undocs.org/A/74/112
https://undocs.org/A/74/114
https://undocs.org/A/74/115
https://undocs.org/A/74/116
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   Responses to requests for information 

and views 2019* 

Title Symbol Substantive content Replies  

(Total Entities) 

Proportion of 

Sponsors 

Report of the Secretary-General on conventional arms control at the regional and 

subregional levels 
A/74/117 Views from Governments 14 (14) 2 / 9 

Report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace 

and Disarmament in Africa 

A/74/118 Report on programme activities - - 

Report of the Secretary-General on developments in the field of information and 

telecommunications in the context of international security  

A/74/120 Views from Governments 13 (13) 1 / 34 

Report of the Secretary-General on current developments in science and 

technology and their potential impact on international security and disarmament 

efforts 

A/74/122 and 

Add.1 

Views from Governments  

Views from Governments 
8 (33)  

2 (2) 

9 / 21 

0 / 21 

Report of the Secretary-General on measures to prevent terrorists from acquiring 

weapons of mass destruction 

A/74/140 Views from Governments   

Views from Organizations 

8 (34) 

6 

28 / 89 

- 

Report of the Secretary-General on the follow-up to the 2013 high-level meeting of 

the General Assembly on nuclear disarmament 

A/74/141 Views from Governments 11 (11) 6 / 120 

Report of the Secretary-General on the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 

Weapons 

A/74/154 Report on programme activities - - 

Report of the Secretary-General on objective information on military matters, 

including transparency of military expenditures 

A/74/155 Information from Governments 28 (28) 23 / 52 

Report of the Secretary-General on the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free 

zone in the region of the Middle East  

Report of the Secretary-General on the risk of nuclear proliferation in the Middle 

East 

A/74/157  

Part I 

Part II 

 

Views from Governments  

Report on implementation 

 

14 (39) 

- 

  

1 / 1 

- 

Report of the Secretary-General on Nuclear disarmament; follow-up to the 

advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice on the legality of the threat 

or use of nuclear weapons; reducing nuclear danger  

A/74/158 Report on implementation 

Information from Governments 

- 

8 (8) 

- 

5 / 46 

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Director of the 

United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research  

A/74/180 Report on programme activities - - 

Report of the Secretary-General on the illicit trade in small arms and light 

weapons in all its aspects and assistance to States for curbing the illicit traffic in 

small arms and light weapons and collecting them  

A/74/187 Report on implementation - - 

Report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Register of Conventional 

Arms 

A/74/201 Information from Governments 33 (33) 28 / 63 

Report of the Secretary-General on continuing operation of the United Nations 

Register of Conventional Arms and its further development  
A/74/211 Report of the Group - - 

https://undocs.org/A/74/117
https://undocs.org/A/74/118
https://undocs.org/A/74/120
https://undocs.org/A/74/122
https://undocs.org/A/74/122/Add.1
https://undocs.org/A/74/140
https://undocs.org/A/74/141
https://undocs.org/A/74/154
https://undocs.org/A/74/155
https://undocs.org/A/74/157(Part%20I)
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N19/303/56/pdf/N1930356.pdf?OpenElement
https://undocs.org/A/74/158
https://undocs.org/A/74/180
https://undocs.org/A/74/187
https://undocs.org/A/74/201
https://undocs.org/A/74/211
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   Responses to requests for information 

and views 2019* 

Title Symbol Substantive content Replies  

(Total Entities) 

Proportion of 

Sponsors 

     

Report of the Secretary-General on regional confidence-building measures: 

activities of the United Nations Standing Advisory Committee on Security 

Questions in Central Africa 

A/74/218 Report on programme activities - - 

Report of the Secretary-General on work of the Advisory Board on 

Disarmament Matters 

A/74/247 Report on programme activities 
- - 

 

 

https://undocs.org/A/74/218
https://undocs.org/A/74/247

