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The stability of the security environment in the Mediterranean region has been a 

constant feature of the priorities of the Republic of Cyprus. The particular focus of 

its corresponding policies is of course the Eastern Mediterranean. At the crossroads 

of three continents, the Republic of Cyprus is fully cognizant of its responsibilities to 

the security, stability and prosperity of its region. It has, thusly, always stressed 

the importance of good neighborly relations and has been a consistent advocate of 

full respect for international law, the Charter of the United Nations and the rule of 

law, fundamental principles which underpin its relations with all of its neighbors. 

This principled stance has not always been reciprocated by all neighboring states, 

evidenced by the fact that Cyprus’ sovereignty and territorial integrity remain 

compromised by the persistent actions of one of its neigbors, in clear violation of 

international law and the UN Charter. 

Within this context, Cyprus has embarked on a policy of establishing and 

promoting, jointly with Greece, trilateral mechanisms of cooperation, with Egypt, 

Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, and Palestine respectively. This framework of cooperation 

is already achieving tangible results on an extensive spectrum of policy areas, 

including energy security and development of natural resources, counter-terrorism, 

environmental issues, cyber-technology and innovation, education and many more. 

These mechanisms have proven both resilient and flexible, attracting additional 

partners who participate in trilateral structures according to areas of interest.  

The collaboration and synergies in the energy sector in the Eastern Mediterranean 

play a crucial role in advancing stability and peace and, to this end, Cyprus has 

undertaken initiatives, both bilaterally and in different trilateral and other 

formations, with almost all countries of the region. Recognizing the significance of 

energy resources, Cyprus has also embarked on a series of negotiated agreements 

with its neighbors in order to delineate its Exclusive Economic Zone in line with the 

UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. Such agreements were signed with Egypt, 

Israel and Lebanon, and these have proved essential in structuring a rules-based 

matrix for cooperation and peaceful exchanges for the resolution of possible 

differences, demonstrating at the same time, the significance of UNCLOS.. 

Regrettably, not all countries in the region respect the international law and the 

sovereign rights of their neighbors, and instead, choose to pursue a gun-boat 

diplomacy in the Eastern Mediterranean to the detriment of the interests of the 

countries of the entire region. 

Irregular migration has been a central characteristic in the Eastern Mediterranean 

during the past few years. Cyprus has experienced a significant upsurge in the 



arrival of irregular migrants and proportionally to its population the influx has been 

significant, placing a heavy burden on an already fragile economy. Cyprus is 

committed to continuing assisting those in need, in full respect of its international 

obligations, and has stepped up efforts for cooperation in this endeavor with its 

regional partners and the European Union.  

Countering terrorism has been a central tenant of security strategy on an 

international level and Cyprus shares this concern by cooperating closely with its 

regional, EU and international partners in countering terrorism. We have been 

involved in training programs with regional partners, as well as a regular exchange 

of information, thus contributing our share to international security. Cyprus has also 

become involved in cooperation with Jordan and Egypt in Countering/Preventing 

Violent Extremism and is exploring ideas for distance-education programs aiming to 

curtail radicalization. 

Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, and Explosive materials (CBRN-Es) have 

become a growing subject of concern in relation to terrorism. Cyprus has been 

involved in various partnerships, regional and international, aiming to prevent the 

flow of illegal financing, and trafficking of such materials. In addition, we are 

embarking, in cooperation with the US, Jordan and European Union partners in the 

establishment of a training facility that will allow customs and other law 

enforcement to train in aspects related to the CBRN-E threat. 


