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I • IN'1'RODUC'l'ION 

1. On 12 December 19i6, the Gen.ral Aa.«mbly adopted , •• olution 50/72 D, 
entitled "1'\.port of the N .• artGlllMnt Coaai •• ion", pa;'1graph 12 of which reac1JJ a. 
follow.: 

"Furth.r rtaUe.t. the S,cr.tary-Gen.ral to prepare a compiletion, in 
the format of a not. by the S.cretary-Gen.ral, of all text. of principle., 
guidelines or r,colllllll1datiorul on .ubj.ct it ... that have been unanimou.ly 
adopted by the Di.a~.: Commi •• ion "inc. it. inception in 1978," 

2. In piJr.Wll1C. of that requ •• t, the S.crtitary-GIm.ral hal prepared a 
cOllllJilati~\n of aU text. of principl •• I guidelin.. or recOIIIIDIndationa on .ubj.ct 
itama that ~ •• been unanimoualy adopted by tb. Di.ar~t Commie.ion .inco its 
incaption in 1978, a. contained in •• ction II of the pre •• nt note. It should be 
noted that the Di~a~t Commie.ion, in 1980, adopted a text entitled 
"~lemant. of the Declaration of the 1980. a. the S.cond Di.a~t Decad.·, 
which va. eub8equent'v adopted by the Gen.ral Aa.embly a. the Declaration of the 
1980. a. the s.cond Di.armament Decaa. (re.olution 3S/'6, annex), 

II. TEXTS OF PRINCIPLES, GUIDELINES OR RECOMMENDATIONS ON 
SUBJECT ITEMS THAT HAVE BEEN UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED BY 
THE OISARHAMENT COKHI~SION SINCE ITS INCEPTION IN 1978 

A. Element. of a comprehensive proar'mTf of disarmament· 

·1. Introduction 

"1. Advocated by the General b.lUllbly of the United Natior.'. f'lr nearly two 
decade •• gen.ral aDd complete di.a~t und.r .ff.ctive international control 
must continue to be the ultimate goal of all endeavour. undertaken in the sphere 
of disarmament. 

"2. In 1969. the General Aa.embly. aft.r d.claring the decade of the 1970. a. a 
'oi.armament Decad.'. reque.ted the Confer.nc. of the Committe. on Di •• ~nt 

'to vork out a compr.hen.ive pJ::-O!:ll.DEED, d9elling with all aspects of the 
problem of the ce •• ation of the arm. racw and general and comp1.te 
di~armament under effectiv~ international control', 11 

Althou~h this appeal was reiterated by the General Aaaembly in later ye.rs, it 
was not possible for the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament to discharge 
thi. mandate. 

'!. See ~.f,\J. R.f'3cf.);;dR j!f trhfj Ge!'1eral ,A,esewblYL Thir._~.y·"f.o~~r,th !)ARR:i,Q~, 

SURplernsmt No. 4~ (A/34142) , aect. IV. para. 19. 

11 General Assembly resolution 2602 E (XXIV), 

/ .. , 
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"3. The first .pecial •••• ion of the General Assembly devoted to di8arm~ent 
laid the ba.i. in ita Fin.l Document, adopted by conaenaus, for an international 
disarmament strategy. in which the elaboration of the comprehensive programme of 
di.armament is an igportant element. The Disarmament comud •• i~n was entrusted 
with the task of considering 'the element. of a cyq>rehonsivt$ programme fo.r 
di.armament to be submitted a. recommendation. to the General A.sembly and, 
through it, to the negotiating body, the Committe. on Disarmament', which was 
requested b.Y the Assembly to 'undertake the elaboration' of such a programme. 

"4. The comprehensive prograllllle of di.armll.llllll1t, which would provide the 
nece •• ary framework for substantive negotiations in the field 0' disarmament, 
should be a carefully worked out package of interrelated measure. in the field 
of disarmament, which would l.ad the international community towards the goal of 
general ~d complete disarmament under effective international control. 

"5. The comprehensive programme of disarmament should be based principally on 
the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly. It 
should lay down an agreed framework for su.t~ined international action in the 
field of disarmament, including negotiations at different levels, that is, 
multilateral, ~llateral and regional, vn .~ecific measure. of disarmament. The 
elaboration of the comprehensive programme of disarmament should not in any way 
impair the cO,\IDitment entered into by Member States, in the Final Document. to 
make every effort faithfully to carry out the Programme of Action set forth 
therein. 2:.1 

-6. The Committ •• on Disarmament should commence work on the elaboration of the 
co~reben.ive programme at the earliest possible date and all efforts should be 
exerted ao aa to aubmit it for consideration and adoption not later than the 
second special session of the General Assembly devoted to di.a~ent, scheduled 
to be held in 1982. 

-7. The co~rehensive programme of disarmament should: 

"(a) Define the objectives of the comprehensive programme of disarmament 
together with the principleD that should guide the negotiations and priorities 
which should be applied in the negotiations; 

-(b) Encompas. all measures thought to be advisable in or1er to ensure that 
the goal of general and complete disarmament under effective international 
control becomes a reality ir. a world in which international peace and security 
prevails and in Which the new international economic order is strengthened and 
consolidated; 

-(c) Include, as parallel measures accompanying progress in disarmament, 
~!!.=~!:~!! ,:,~ '!'t:'!""!'!~t-~ .. n "'n .. H t-nH nnA for maintaining !:leaee and the settlement of 
international disputes by peaceful means as well as measures necessary t,'1 bring 
about the effective application of the relevant provisions of the C~~rter of the 
United Nations; 

'J./ Gener.al Assembly resolution S-lO/2, sect. III. 

/ ... 
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"(iiI A continuing review ~! the implementation of ~h. programme; 

~Ce) Cover measurea a~ at ancouraging international and national efforts 
to promote knowledge and information about disarmament, in order to create an 
international atmosphere conducive to the implementation. of measures needed to 
be taken to bring about the halting and th~ reversal of the arms race and the 
achievement of the ultimate objective of general and complete disarmament under 
effective international control. 

"II. Qbjectives, principles and priorities 

"S. The immediate objective of a comprehensive prc~~~ of disarmament should 
be to maintain and further the momentum generated by the first special aession 
of the General Assembly devoted to~isarmament, to initiate and expedite urgent 
negotilltions on halting the arms race in all its aspects, to open a process of 
genuine disarmament on an internationally agreed basis and to increase 
international confidence and relaxation of international tension. 

"9. The long-term objectives should be, through the coordinated implementation 
of the c~rehensive programme of disarmament, to achieve general and comple~e 
disarmament under effective international control, to avert the danger of war 
and to create conditions for a just and stable international peace and security 
and the full realization of the new international economic order. 

"10. The elaboration of the comprehensive progr~ of disarmament should take 
place as urgently as posaible and parallel with the negotiations on concrete 
disarmament meaSl'.rea, particularly those agreed in the Programme of Action 
adopted at the tenth special session of the General Assembly. The comprehensive 
programme of di.armament shOUld contain a phased programme covering meaaures in 
the different fields in which the implementation of the first atage should 
effectively contribute to the halting of the arms race and to the opening of the 
process of genuine dis.~ament. 

"11. During the first sta';e of the implementation of the comprehensive programme 
of disarmament, special a~tention should be given to the immediate cessation of 
the nuclear arms race and the removal of the threat of 4 nuclear war. 

"12. The comprehensive programme of disa~ent should be elaborated and 
implemented on the basis of the strict observance of the principles contained in 
the Final Documer.\t and in accordance with the priori.ti.es stateU :l.n paragraph 45 
there .. f, it ~~ing unde£stood that nothing should preclude States f~om conducting 
negotiations on all priority items concurrently. 

I . .. 
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" I U • M!lsures 

"13. The proce •• to be outlined in the comprehensive programme of disarmament 
.hould be conceived and implemented in accordance with the ftUldamental 
principle. enshrined in the Final Document of the Tenth Special S •• wion of the 
General As.embly. It .hould take place in .uch an equitable manner •• to ensure 
the right of each State to .ecurity. inter alii. through the adoption of 
appropriate mea.ure., taking into account the importance of nuclear di.a~t 
and conventional di.armament, the 'pecial re.pon,ibility of the States with the 
large.t military ar.enal. and the nece •• ity for adequate mea.ures of 
veri fication. 

·14. The comprehensive programme of disarmament should encompass the followinq 
measure. a. envisaged in the relevant paragraphs of the F~n~l Document of the 
Tenth Special Session: 

• A. piSArmament me"ure. 

"(6) Nuclear-test ban; 

"(b) Cessation of the nuclear a~ race in all its aspects and nuclear 
disarmament, which will require urgent negotiation of agreements at appropriate 
.tag.s and witb adequate measures of verification satisfactory to the States 
concerned for: 

"(i) c ••• ation of the qualitative improva~ent and devel~pment of n~clear 
weap.)n systems; 

'(iiI cessation of the production of all types of nuclear weapons and their 
means of delivery, and the production of fissionable material for 
weaponlil purposes; 

"Ciii) Reduction of IiItockpiles of nuclear weapons and their means of 
delivery, leading to their ultimate and complete elimination at the 
earli.at possible time; 

- (c) Effective international arrangements to assure non-m "clear-weapon 
States again.t the use or threat of use of nuclea~ weapons; 

-(d) Continuation of the strategic arms limitation negotiations between the 
two parties concerned; 

• (e) Further step. to prevent the spread ot nUCLear weaponfl, .in Cf,(.a,:uLw..uCt: 

with the provisions of paragraphs 65 to 71 of the Final Document; 

-(f) Establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones. 

/ , , , 
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"2. Oth.r WIlpon. of rna,' de.truction 

"Ca) Prohibition of the development, production ~ld .tockpiling of .11 
ch.mical w.apon. and th.ir d •• truction; 

"CI:» Prevention of th. emergence of new type. of w.apon. of ma.1I 
d •• truction and new .y.tema of .uch weapon.; 

"Cc) Prohibition of the development, production and u •• of radiological 
weapon •• 

"3. ConventiOnal weapon, tnd armed forc.s 

"(al C ••• ation of th. conventional Arm8 ra~.; 

"(bl Agreement. and maasur •• , multilateral, regional and bilateral, on the 
liudtation and reduction of conventional weapon. and armed forces; 

"(e) Prohibition. or re.trictiona of us. of certain conventional weapon" 
including tho.. which may cau.~ unnece.sary suffering of which may ~ve 
indiscriminate .ff.cts, taking into account the r.sult of the 1979 United 
Nation. Conference on Prohibition. or Restrictions of U.e of Certain 
Conventional Weapons Which Hay Be Deemed to Be Exces.ively InjUrious or to Have 
Indi.criminate Effect.; 

"Cd) Consultations among major a~ supplier. and recipient. on the 
international transfer of conventional weapons. 

"4. Military expenditures 

"Reduction of military expenditure •• 

"5. Verification 

"Verification methods and procedures in relation to specific disarmament 
maasure., to facilitate the conelu.ion and effective implementation of 
disarmament agreements and to create confidence among States. 

"6. Related measur,! 

"Cal Further steps to prohibit military or any othe~ hostile use of 
environmental modification techniques; 

"(b) Con8ideration of furth~r steps to prevent an Arms race on the ssa-bed 
_~.:a &..L. ______ 11:" _____ .::t __ 'L. __ ~~L __ ~" ~L ___ .... .c 
CLU,'t."A \.oouv V,-III::U;;Ui. ..... '.n"' .... uu ......... Ug .. w"uOt.l ....... \.&.u;;; ..... ,.;;;;l.t""", 

"(cl Further steps to prevent an arms race in outer space; 

"(d) Establishment of zones of peace. 

I . .. 
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'B. 9th.r melsure, 

-1. Confidence-building me.aur,s, taking into account the characteristics 
of .ach region. 

-2. Me.sure. ai~~ at a~hi.ving relaxation of international tension. 

-3. Measur •• aimed at preventing the use of force in international 
relations, .ubjQct to the provisions of the charter of the United Nations. 

-,. Implementation of the provi.ions contained in the Final Document 
intended to mobilize world public opinion in favour of di.armament. 

-5. Di.armament studies under the auspices of the United Nations. 

-l:!2a: 

·With reference to the measures dealt with in the present section, explicit 
mention wa. made of the following United Nations declarations: 

-1. Declaration on Principles nf International Law concerning Friendly 
Relations and Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter of the 
United NatiolUl; J./ 

-2. Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security; ~/ 

·3. Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace. 2/ 

·C. Disarmament and development. 

-searing in mina the close relationship between disarmament and development 
end taking into account the United Nations studies carried out in this field, 
the compr.henaiv. progr~ of dis.~t should include mea~ures aimed at 
ensuring that diGa~lt makes an effective contribution to economic end social 
development and, in particular, to the full reallzation of th~ new international 
economic ordex thro~gh; 

"(1: Reallocation of resources fro~· military purposos to economic and 
social development, especially for the benefit of the d&veloping 
countrie.; 

-Iii) Savings from the reduction of military exp&nditures par.ticularly by 
nuclear-weapon States and other militarily significant States should 
increa"e the flow of reBC"Jrc~s to econt)mic Wld social development, 
especially for the benefic ot the cieveioping count.:do:: 

1/ Gan&ral Aosembly reaol~tion 2625 (Y~/). 

i/ General Assembly resolution 2734 (XXV). 

i/ General AsseH~ly resolution 33/73. 

I " 
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"(iii) Strengthening of international cooperation for the promotion of the 
tranafer and utilization of nuclear technology tor economic and ,ocial 
development •• specially in the developing countries, taking into 
account the provision. of paragraph. 68 to 70 of the Final Document. 

"D. Disg[i!WIl9l!t and international Igcurity 

"Strengthening of international procedure. and in.titution. for: 

"(i) Maintenance of peace and .ecurity in accordance with the Charter 
of the United Nations; 

"(iiI Peaceful settlement of disputes; 

"(iii) E£fectiveness of the security system of the Charter of the United 
Nationa: 

"(iv) United Nations peace-keeping inconformity with the Charter of the 
United Nations. 

"IV. Machinery end procedures 

"A. Bole 2f the United Nations 

"15. (a) The United Nations should playa central ~ole in the con.ideration and 
adoption of the comprehensive programme of disarm&m4nt. It mu.t also play an 
adequate role in its implementation. It i. es&ential. therefore, that the 
General As.embly and, through it. the Commi.sion are regularly kept informed of 
the result. of the negotiations on and elaboration ~f the comprehensive 
programme of disarmament. It is al~o es.ential that the United Nations be kept 
duly informed through the Asseu~ly. or any other appropriate United Nations 
channel reaching all Members of the Organization. of all disarmament efforts 
outaide it. aegis without prejudice to the progresg of negotiations. 

"(b) Convaning, as necessary, of special seasiona of the United Nations 
General Assembly devoted to disarmament. 

"(c) The United Nations should sponsor programmes to promote public 
awareness of the dangers of the arms race, its effects on international peace 
and security, ita economic and social conaequences and ita effect on the 
attainment of the new international economic order. 

"(d) The Secretary-General shall periodically submit reports to the General 
Assembly on the economic and socia~ consequences ot the armaments race and its 
extremely ha~mful effects on world peace and security. 

"B. Form of negotiations 

"16. The negotiations of the measures envisaged in the comprehensive programme 
of disarmament can be conducted on a bilatez'al, regional or multilateral level, 
deptmdlng on how, in each case, effective disarnl/lUtlent agreements call r '.Jst 

/ ... 
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rudily be flchi.vee!. The inttrnational disan1llUXlel\t machinery should enaur. that 
all diaarmament is.u •• art being dealt with in an appropriate context. 

"C. World Di"t"mtnt Copf.rtpe. 

"11. At the .arli.at appropriate time, a world disarmament conference should be 
convened with univer.al participation and with adequate preparaticn. 

"D. !eyiew and yerificatiop of agr •• d mealur.s 

"18. Exemdnation of the requirements of an institutional and procedural nature 
to facilitat. the disarmament proc.sa and to enaure impl~ntation of 
disarmament agreements, including the relevant proposals refarred to in 
paragraph l~S of the Final Document, or made elsewhere. 

"V. General 

"19. During the consideration of the elements of the comprehensive programme of 
disarmament, the CommisMion cOD8i~er.a the following, on which consensus was not 
reached: 

"Ca) Prohibition of the u., or threat of use of nuclear weapons; 

"Cb) Dissolution of military alliances and the dismantling of foreign 
military bases; 

"Cc) Prohibition of the development, production and deployment of 
conventional w.apoDS of great destructive power." 

B. Declaration of the 1280s 48 the Second Disarmament Decade· 

"I. GENERAL 

·1. In proclaiming the dtcad~ of the 1970~ as the first united Nations 
Disa~MRt Decaa., the Central ~sambly. in its resolution 2602 E (XXIV) of 
16 Dec~r 1969, en~ratad it. objectives as followa: 

"c.) All Gov.rnment. should intensify witrout delay their concerted and 
concentrated .fforts for .ff.ctive measurea relating to the cessation of the 
nuclear-arms rae. at an early date and to nuclear dis8.rmament and the 
elimi"lation of other weapons of mass destruction, Md f01: a treaty on general 
and cOIDDlete disarmament under strict and effective international cOrl.trot. 

-(b) Consideration should be given to channelling a aubatantidl part of the 
resources freed ~ m~asures in the field of disarmament to pr.omote the economic 

• See Official B!u:ords of the General As: embly, Thirty-Hfth Session, 
Supplement No. 42 .A/35/42), para. 19; adopted f msequently by th~ General 
Assembly (resolut~Qn 35/46, annex). 

/ ... 
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development of developiu~ countries and, in ~articulGr, their scientific and 
technolo~ical progress; 

-2. Although these objeotives were reiterated by the General Assembly in 
later .essions, the first Disarmament Decade ended without their accomplishment. 
While it is true that some limited agul8l1Wllts were reached, effective measures 
relating to the cessation of the nuelear-at~s race at an early date and to 
nuclear disarmament have continued to elude man's grasp. Furthermor~, no 
progress has been made in channelling for the purpose bf economic and social 
dev.lo~t any amount of the enormous resource. which are wa.ted on the 
unproductive arms race. 

-3. Through the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General 
Assembly, contained ir> res"lution S-10/2 of 30 June 1978, which was adopted by 
conaenaus, the Assembly, after expressing its conviction that disarmament and 
arms limitation, particularly in the nuclear field, were essential for the 
prevention of the ~ger of nucl~ar war, fox' the strengthening of international 
peace and security and for the economic and social advancement of all peoples, 
laid down a Programme of Action fl enumerating the specific measures of 
disarmament whicb should be implemented over the next few years. 

M'. In spite of the positive and encouraging outcome of che special 
session devoted to disarmament, the decade of the 1980s has started with ominous 
signs of deterioration in the international situation. International peace and 
security arQ threatened by the use or threat of use of force against the 
sovereignty, national independence and territorial inte~rity of States, by 
military intervention and occupation, hegemonism, interference in the internal 
af~airs of States, the denial of the right of self-determination of peoples and 
nations under colonial and alien ~omination, and by the further escalation of 
the arms race and efforte to achieve military superiority. It is clear ~hat, if 
the emerging trend continues and meaningful efforts are not made to check and 
reverse this trend, international tensions will be further exacerbated and the 
danger of war will be greater than foreseen at the time of the special session 
on disarmament. In this cO~lection, it is pertinent to recall that in the Final 
Document the General Assembly emphasized that, on the one hand, the arms race in 
all its aspects runs counter to efforts to achieve further relaxation of 
ir.ternational tension to establish a viable system of international peace and 
security and, on the other, that peace and security must be based on strict 
respect for the principles of the Charter of the United Nations. It is ironic 
that, while intensive discussions are under way in var.ious forums on global 
economic problems and on the depletion of resources available for coping with 
present international economic problems, military expenditures by major military 
Powers are reaching ever higher levels, involving the greater diversion of 
resources that could have heloed to oromote the well-being of all oeoples. 

-S. The close relationship between disarmament and development was also 
underscored in the Final Document, which stated that the resources released as a 
result of the implementation of disarmament measures should be devoted to tbe 
economic and social development of all nations and contribute to the bridging of 

Q/ Resolution 5-10/2, sect. III. 

I, , , 
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the eco~oadc gap between dGv~loped &na Qeveloping countries. It i8, therefore, 
only appropriate that simultaneou8ly with the proclamation of the Thira Unitea 
Nations Development Decade 21 /lila the launching of the global round of 
negotiations, the 1980s should be aecl.red as the Second Disarmament Decaae. 

• II. GOALS Atm PR.INCIPLES 

-6. The goals of the Second Di.armament Decade Mhould be conceived in the 
~ontext of the ultimate objective of the efforts of State. in the ai.ar~nt 
proce •• , which i8 general and complete disarmament under effective international 
control, as elaborated in the Final Document. 

·7. Conaistent with the overall objective, the goals of the Secon~ 
Disarmament Decad~ should be the following: 

-(a) Halti~ and reverain; the arms race, particularly the nuclear-arms 
race; 

-(b) concluding and implementing effective agreements on ai.armamen~. 
particularly nuclear disarmament, which will contribute significantly to th~ 
achievement of gen~r~l and complete disarmament unaer effective international 
control; 

-(c) Developing on an equitable basis the limited results obtained in the 
field of disarmament in the 1970s in accordance with the provisions of t~e Final 
Document; 

-(d) Strengthening international peace and 8$curity in accordance with the 
Charter of the united ~ations; 

• (e) Making available a .uhatantial part of the resource. releaseQ by 
disarmament meaaur.. to promote the attainment of th~ objectives of the Third 
United Nation. Development Decade and, in particular, the .cono~c and social 
development of dt!veloping countri •• , .0 as to accelerate the progress towards 
the new international economic order. 

-8. The disarmament process and the activities dUring the Second 
Disarmament Decade should be in accordance with the fundamental prinCiples 
enshrined in the Final Document and should be carried out in such a balanced and 
equitable maxu;er as to ensure the right of each State to security through the 
adoption of appropriate measures, taking into account the importance of nuclear 
disarmament and conventional disa~nt, the special responsibility of the 
States with the largest military arsenals, the specific requirements of regional 
situations and the necessity for adequate measures of verification. At each 
stage. the objective should be undiminished se~urity at the lowest possible 
level of armaments ana military forces. 

21 See sect. V, resolution 35/56, annex. 
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"9. Progress in disarmament should be accompanied by the .trengt~ening of 
the peacemaking and peace-keeping Zunctions of the Unit~d ~3tions in accordance 
with the Charter. 

"III. ACTIVITIES 

"A. General 

"10. The decade of the 1980s should witness renewed intensification by all 
Gove£'~t. and the United Nation. of their efforts to r.ach agreement an~ to 
~l~t effective mea.ures that will lead to disc.rnibl. progress to~arda the 
goal of general and complete disarmament under effective international cOlltrol. 
In this connection, special attention should be focu.ed on certain identifiable 
element. in the Programme of Action as adopted ty the General ~sembly at its 
tenth special •••• ion which .hould, as a minimum, be aCCOMPlished during the 
Second Di.armament Decade both through negotiations in the multilateral 
negotiating forum, the Committee on Di.armamftnt, and in other appropriate 
forums. Adequate ~thoda and procedures of verific~tion should be considered in 
the context of international disarmament negotiations. 

"B. Comprehensive programme of disarmament 

"11. Having been recognized as an imPortant element in an international 
disarmament .trategy, the comprehensive programme for disarmament should be 
elaborated with the utmost urgency. The ComMittee on Disar.~nt .hould 
expedite its work on the elaboration of the programme with a view to its 
adoption no later than at the second special 8ession of the General Assembly 
devoted to di.a~t, scheduled for 1982. 

"C. Priorities 

"12. The accomplishment of those specitic measures of disarmament which 
have been identified in the Final Document as worthy 0' priority negoti~tions by 
the multilateral negotiating organ would cre8te a very favourable international 
climate for the second special session of the General Assembly devoted to 
di.armament. All efforts should be exerted, therefore, by the Committee on 
Disarmament urgently to negotiate with a view to reaching agreement, and to 
submit agreed texts where possible before the second special session devoted to 
disarmament on: 

O(a) A comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty; 

"(b) A treaty on the prohibitio~ of the development, production and 
stockpiling of all chemical weapons and their destruction; 

"(c) A treaty on the prohibition of the development, production and use of 
radiological weapons; 
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• (d) Effect;.ve iD.t~rnatiO'Ull arrangement. to a •• ure non-nuclear-weapon 
Stat •• a'1ainat the 1.1 •• or thr.at of 1.1'11'" of u\Oclear weapons, taking into account 
all propo.nl~ and Bugge.tions that have been made in this regard. 

"13. The aema prior':'ty should b.t \'liven to t"1fIJ following measures which are 
dealt with outside the committee on Disarmamont: 

• (a) Retificationof the Treaty on the Li.(1j.tation of Strutegic Offel1sive 
Arms (SALT II) and commencement of negotiations for a SALT III agreement; 

·(b) Ratification "f Additional Protocol I of the Tleoty for the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America (Treaty c~ Tlatelolco); 1/ 

"(e) Signature and ratification of the agreement negotiated by the United 
Nationa Conference on Prohibitions or Restrictions of Use of Certain 
Conventional Weapons Which Hay Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have 
IDdiBcrimdn4te Effects; 

"(d) Achievement of an agreement on mutuel reduction of armed forces and 
armaments and associated measures in central Europe; 

"Ce) Negotiations on effective confidence-building measures alld disarmament 
meaaures in Europe among the States participating in the conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe, taking into account initiatives and proposals to this 
effect; 

"(f) Achievement of a more atable situation in Europe at a lower level of 
~litary potentiai on the baais of appro~imate e~~ality and parity by agreement 
on appropriate mutual reduction and limitation of armaments and armec forces in 
accordance with paragraph 82 of the Final Document, which would contribute to 
the; strengthening of security in i:urope and comltitute a Significant step 
towards enhancing international peace and security. 

"14. Other priority n~a~ures that should be pursued as rapidly as possible 
during the S.cond Disarmament Decade include: 

"(a' Significant progre •• toward~ the achievement of nuclear disarmament, 
which will require urgent negotiation of agreements at appropriate st~ge. and 
with adequate meaaure. of verification satisfactory to the States concerned for: 

"(1) Cesaation of the qualitative improvemflnt and devulopment of nuclear
weapon systems; 

"(ii) Cessation of the production of all types of nuclear weapons and their 
means of delivery, and of the production of fissionable materl.a.l. tor 
weapons purposes; 

-(iii) A comprehensive, phased programme with agreed time-frames, whenever 
feasible, for progressive and balanced reduction of stockpiles of 

1/ United Nations, Tr.eat:.y SELci,ea, vol. 634, No. 9068, p. 326. 
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nU'.:len weapons and their means of -:i_livery, leading to their ultimate 
an.l :;;omplete elimination at the earliellt pt)::Iaible t11\\8; 

"(b) Prevention of the emergence of new types of weapons of mass 
destruction and new ay.tams of such weapons; 

"(c) Further strategic arm. limitation negotiations between the two 
parti.s, leading to agreed significant reductions of, and qualitative 
limitationa on, strategic arma. The.e should constitute an important step in 
the direction of nuclear disarmament and, ultimately, of the establishment of a 
world free of such weapona; 

"(d) Further stepa to develop an international consensus to prevent the 
proliferation of nuclear weapons in uccordance with the provisions of 
paragraphs 65 to 71 of the Final Document; 

"(e) Strengthening of the existing nuclear-weapon-free zone and the 
establishment of other nuclear-weapon-free zones in accordance with the relevant 
paragraphs of the Final Document; 

"(f) Establishment of zones of peace in accordance with the relevant 
provisions of the Final Document; 

"(g) Heasures to .ecure the avoidance of the use of nuclear weapons, the 
prevention of nuclear war and related objectives, where pos.ible through 
international agreement, bearing in mind various proposals designed to Sdcure 
thes. objective. and in accordance with paragraphs 57 and 58 of the Final 
Document, and thereby to ensure that the survival of mankind is not endangered; 

-(h) Further steps to prohibit military or any other hostile use of 
environmental modification techniques; 

"ti) Multilateral regional and bilateral mea.ures 'm the limitation and 
reduction of conventional weapons and armed forces, in ~ccordance with the 
relevant proviSions of the Final Document; 

"(j) Reduction of military expenditurtSI 

"(k) Confidence-building measures, taking into account the particular 
conditions and requirements of different regions. with a view to strengthening 
the security of Stat.s. 

-D. Disarmament and development 

"15. Peace and development are indivisible. During the Second Disarmament 
Decade. utmost efforts should be made towards the implementation of the specific 
measures whereby disarmament will contribute effectively to economic and social 
development and thus facilitate the full and early realization of the new 
international economic order. To this end, renewed efforts should be made to 
reach agreement on the reduction of military exPenditures and the reallocation 
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of resources from military purposes to economic and social development 
especially for the benefit of developing countries. 

"16. Efforts should also be made to strengthen international cooperation 
for the promotion of the transfer and utilization of nuclear technology for 
economic and social development, especially in the developing countries, taking 
into account the-provisions of all relevant paragraphs of the Final Do~ument, in 
particular to ensure the success of the United Nations Conference for the 
Promotion of International Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy, 
to be convened in principle by 1983, as decided upon in General Assembly 
resolution 34/63 of 29 November 1979, as well as other promotional activities in 
this field in the United Nations system, including those within the framework of 
the International Atomic Energy Agency. 

"E. Disarmament and international security 

"17. An essential condition for progress in the field of disarmament is the 
preservation and strengthening of international peace and security and the 
promotion of confidence among States. Nuclear weapons pose the greatest danger 
to mankind and to the survival of civilization. It is essential to halt and 
reverse the nuclear-arms race in all its aspects in order to avert the danger of 
war involving nuclear weapons. The ultimate goal in this cnntext is the 
complete elimination of nuclear weapons. Significant progress in nuclear 
disarmament would be facilitated both by parallel political and international 
legal measures to strengthen the security of States and by progress in the 
limitatio~ and reduction of armed forces and conventional armaments of the 
nuclear-weapon States and other States in the regions concerned. 

"18. All States Members of the United Nations have, in the Final Document, 
reaffirmed their full commitment to the purposes of the Charter of the United 
Nations and their obligation strictly to observe its principles as well as other 
relevant and generally accepted principles of international law relating to the 
maintenance of international peace and security. Disarmament, relaxation of 
international tension, respect for the right to self-determination and national 
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of States, the peaceful 
settlement of disputes in accordance with the Charter and the strengthening of 
international peace and security are directly related to each other. Progress 
in any of these spheres has a beneficial effect on all of them; in turn, failure 
in one sphere has negative effects on others. In the decade of the 1980s, all 
Governments, in particular the most advanced military Powers, should therefore 
take such steps as will contribute to the widening of trust among nations of the 
world as well as in the various regions. This implies a commitment on the part 
of all States to avoid actions likely to increase tension or create new areas of 
threats to international peace and security and, in their relationship with 
other countries, strictly to respect the sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of States, and the right of peoples under colonial or foreign domination to 
self-determination and national independence. 
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"19. As stated in paragraph 15 of the Final Document. it is essential that 
not only Governments but also the peoples of the world recognize and understand 
the dangers ift the present world armaments situation, so that world public 
opinion will be mobilized on behalf of peace and disarmament. This will be of 
great importance to the strengthening of international peace and security, the 
lust and peaceful reeolution of disputes and conflicts and effective 
disarmament. 

"20. In the course of the decade of the 1980s. therefore, governmental and 
non-governmental info~tion organs of Member States and those of the United 
Nations and the specializ.o agencies, as well as non-governmental organizations, 
should. a8 appropriate. undertake further programmes of information relating to 
the danger of the armament. race as well as to disarmament efforts and 
negotiations ~ their results, particularly by means of annual activities 
conducted in conneotion with Disarmament Week. These actions should constitute 
a large-scale prog~~ further to alert world opinion to the danger of war in 
general and of nuclear war ir. particular. In keeping with its central role and 
~rimary responsibility in the sphere of disarmament, the United Nations, in 
particular its Centre for Disarmament. should intensify and coordinate its 
programme of publications, audio-visual materials, cooperation with 
non-governmental organizations and relations with the media. Among its 
activities, the United Nations should also, in the course of the Second 
Disarmament Decade. sponsor seminars in the different regions of the world at 
which issues relating to world disarmament, in general, and to the particular 
region. especially. will be extensively discussed. 

"G. Studies 

"21. As part of the process of facilitating the consideration of issues in 
the field of disarmament, studies on specific questions should be undertaken on 
the decision of the General Assembly, when necessary for preparing the ground 
for negotiations or reaching agreement. Also, studies pursued under the 
auspices of the United Nations. in particular b.Y the United Nations Institute 
for Disarmament Research established by Assembly resolution 34/83 M of 
11 December 1979 within the framework of the United Nations Institute for 
Training and Research. could bring a useful contribution to the knowledge and 
exploration of disarmament problems, especially in the long term. 

"8. Implementation. review and appraisal 

"22. In the accomplishment of the activities earmarked for the Second 
Disarmament Decade, all Governments, particularly the most advanced military 
Powers, should make an effective contribution. The United Nations should 
continue to playa central role. The Committee on Disarmament should fully 
discharge its responsibility as the single multilateral disarmament negotiating 
boQy. The General Assembly should. at its annual sessions and, in particular, 
at its second special session devoted to disarmament to be held in 1982, make an 
effective contribution to the pursuit of the goals of disarmament. 
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"23. It is pertinent also to recall that paragraphs 121 and 122 of the 
Final DQc~t stated: 

"(&, That bilateral and regional disarmament negotiations may also play an 
~ortant role and could facilitate the negotiation of multilateral agreementB 
in the field of disarmament; 

"(b) ~~t at the earlie.t appropriate time, a world disarmament conference 
.~ould be convened with universal participation and with adequate preparation. 

"2~. ~n order to ensure a coordinated approach and to consider the 
impl~tation of the Daclaration of the 1980B aB the Second Disarmament Decade, 
this question should be included in the agenda of the second Bpecial •••• ion of 
the Ganeral Assembly devoted to diBarmament, enviBaged for 1982. 

"25. In addition, the Ganeral As.embly will undertake at itB fortieth 
•• asion, in 1985, a review and appraisal, through the DiBarmament CommisBion, of 
~rogre.9 in the implementation of the measureB identified in the pr~~ent 
Declaration. " 

C. ReCOmmendations on agenda item 4 (a), "Consideration of 
various a~pects of the arms race, particularly the 
nuclear arms race and nuclear disarmament, in order t2 
exPedite negotiations aimed at effective elimination 
of the danger of nuclear war", and (bl, "Consideration 
of the agenda items contained in section II of 
fesolution 33/71 H, with the aim of elaboratina, within 
the framework and in accordance with the priorities 
establiBhed at the tenth special session, a general 
approagh to negotiations on nuclear and conventional 
dispD!!J!ment· * 

"1. Pursuant to the mandate of the General Assembly in its resolution 34/83 H, 
the commi •• ion considered various aspects of the arms race, particularly the 
nuclear arma race and nuclear disarmament, in order to expedite negotiations 
aimed at effective elimination of the danger of nuclear war. 

"2. The Commi •• ion noted with grave concern that, despite the consensus reached 
at the tenth special ~ession of the General Assembly, devoted to disarmament, in 
favour of taking urgent steps to stop and reverse the arms race, the situation 
today is that the arms rac~ among the Great Powers, particularly the nuclear
arma race, haa further escalated and there are graver prospects of even further 
intensification of the arms race. International peace and security are 
... t... __ ..... ~a.A ~, ... "'_ u ___ "",wo .. k .... __ ... ,,~ u __ I"\-~ oF"-,,.,. •• ,...."'"-... 8n.",_""" .. ''''''''''''' ...... .;1"U'\.1 
- .. --------- -I _ •• - --- -- - .. ---- -- --- -- - .... --- -jil-_ .... _- --~---- ...... -~., ---...~-----...-

independence and territorial integrity of States, military intervention and 
occupation, hegemonism, interference in the internal affairs of States, the 
denial of the right of self-determination of peoples and nations under colonial 

* See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-ffifth Sessl.on, 
Supplement No. 42 (A/3S/42), para. 20. 
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and alien domination, and by the further escalation of the arma raCe and efforts 
to achieve military sup.riority. It is clear that if the emerging trend 
continue. and meaningful efforts are not made to check and revera. this trend. 
international tensions will be further exacerbated and the danger of WAr will be 
greater than foreseen at the time of the special session on disarmament. In this 
connection, it is pertinent to recall that the Final Document of the special 
•••• ion emphaaized that, on the one hand, the arms race in all its aspects runs 
counter to .fforts to achieve furthar relaxation of international tension to 
•• tablish a viable system of international peace and security and, on the other, 
that peace and security must be based on strict respect for the principles of 
the Charter of the United Nations. 

-3. The Commi •• ion recalled that in the Final Document of the tenth special 
•••• ion of the General Assembly, it was declared that 'enduring international 
peace and .ecurity cannot be built on the accumulation of weaponry by military 
alliances nor be .ustained by a precariou. balance of deterrence or doctrinel) of 
strategic superiority' and that 'genuine and lasting peace can only be creat~d 
through the effective implementation of the security system provided for in the 
Charter of the United Nations and the speedy and substantial reduction of arms 
and armed forces'. 1/ 

-,. The commission noted with profound regret that there had been a marked lack 
of progress in the lmplementation of the Programme of Action agreed upon at thp 
special se88ion and that even the talks on a few limited arms control and 
limitation measures bad either been suspended or were proceeding very slowly. 
In this situation, the responsibility of the United Nations to promote the goals 
of disarmament i8 greatly increased. The Commission, therefore, recommends to 
the General As8~ly that it call upon all States to undertake measures for the 
implementation of the Programma of Action enumerated in the Final Document. 
including efforts to facilitate the resumption and continuation of the talks 
that have been interrupted and, more specifically, the measures to be agreed 
upon in connection with the Second Disarmament Decade. 

-5. The Commission i. firmly convinced that there can be no progress in 
disarmament and in the maintenance of international peace and security unless 
Stat.. adhere closely to the purposes and principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations as well aa other relevant and generally accepted principles of 
international law relating to the maintenance of international peace and 
security, especially those regarding the respect for the sovereignty, 
territorial integrity end politica1 independence of States, refraining from the 
use or threat of use of force aga~nst the sovereignty, territorial integrity or 
political independence of any State, or against peoples under colonial or 
foreign domination seeking to exercise their right to self-determination and to 
achieve independence, non-recognition of territorial acquisition by the use or 
t~~~~t ~f. ~~~ ~f forcQ ag well as situations or special advantages resulting 
from the use or threat of use of force contrary to the Charter, non-intervention 
and non-interference in the internal affairs of other States, effective 

~/ General Assembly resolution 5/10-2, para. 13. 
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collective international security through tho United Nations, and the just and 
peaceful resolution of conflicts and disputes. The Disarmament Commission bears 
in mind the inherent right of States to individual and collective self-defence 
in accordance with the Chartwr and the right to aelf-determination of peoples 
under colonial and alien domination. The Commission underlines the fundamental 
importance tor the achievamant of the goals of disarmament of the withdrawal of 
foreign forces of occupation, especially from regions of crises and tension. In 
this connection, the view waa expressed that the elimination of foreign military 
baae. is of fundamental importance for the achievement of the goals of 
diaarmament. At the same tin~ the view was expressed that the presence of 
foreign military bases is fully justified under the provisions of Article 51 of 
the ChIlrter. 

-6. Pursuant to the mandate contained in paragraph 2 of General Assembly 
resolution 34/83 E, the Commission also considered aspects of the arms race with 
the aim of elaborating. within the framework and in accordance with the 
priorities established at the tenth special session, a general approach to 
negotiations on nuclear and conventional di&armament. 

-7. The C~s.ion recalled that the General Assembly at its special session 
had declAred that, among all disarmament measures, effective measures of nuclear 
disa~t and the prevention of nuclear war hIld the highest priority and that 
all the nuclear-weapon States, in particular those awong them which possessed 
the most ~rtant nuclear arsenals, bore a special responsibility in achieving 
the goals of nuclear disarmament. 

-S. The Commdssion would recommend that urgent action be taken to prevent the 
further spiralling of the nuclear-arms race. The Commission expressed the view 
that the Commdttee on Disarmament should fully discharge its responsibilities in 
the field of nuclear disarmament and should, therefore, continue its efforts to 
undertake negotiations with a view to the cessation of the nuclear arms race and 
to the achievement of nuclear disarmament in conformity with its mandate in 
order to achieve the objectives specified in paragraph 50 and other relevant 
paragraphs of the Final Document. 

*g. The commdssion noted that, while nuclear disarmLment had the highest 
priority, the General Aasembly had declared in the Final Document that 'together 
with negotiatio~ on nuclear disarmament measures, the limitation and gradual 
reduction of armed forces and conventional weapons should be resolutely pursued 
within the framework of progress towards general and cOWplete 
disarmament'. 101 The Commission also noted that in the conventional field, 
aa in the nucl;;r field, the major responsibility rested on those States with 
the largest military arsenals and that progress in conventional disarmament by 
these States would constitute a significant step in strengthening peace and 
security in the world. 

"10. While reiterating the relevant provisions in the Final Document for the 
need to resolutely pursue agreements or other measures on a bilateral. regional 
and multilateral basis with the aim of strengthening peace and security at lower 

101 Ibid., para. 81. 
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levels of ~litary potential by the liMitation and reduction of aL~d force~ and 
conventional weapons, the Commission al.o stressed that, in keeping with the 
provisions of the Final Document, the adoption of conventional disarmament 
Measures should take place in an equitable and balanced manner takin~ into 
.ccount the right of each State to protect ita .ecurit~. and to defead its 
ind.p~ndence and territorial integrity, as well as the inalienable right to 
s.lf-determdnation and independence of people. under colonial or foreign 
d~nation. 

-11. The Commission considered a proposal for a study on all aspects of the 
conventional arms race and on disarmament relating to conventional weapons and 
armed forces. In the light of its discussions the Commission noted the wide 
support in favour of recommending to the ~.neral Assembly at its thirty-fifth 
session that it approve, in principle, the proposal for the study on disarman~nt 
relating to conventional weapons and armed forces to be undertaken after the 
general approach of the study, its structure and scope had been fully discusped 
and agreed upon. At the same time, the commission noted tilat strong objections 
or reservations were made from various quarters to such a study on several 
grounds,-

O. Guidelines for the study on conventional disarmament· 

"1. The General Assembly, at its thirty-fifth session, adopted resolution 
35/156 A of 12 December 1980, in Which it approved in principle the carrying out 
of a study on all aspects of the conventional arma race and on disarmament 
relating to conventional weapons and armed forces, to be undertaken by the 
Secreta~-General with the assistance of a group of qualified experts appointed 
by him on a balanced geographical basis. The General Assembly also agreed that 
the Disarmament COMMission should work out the general approach to the study, 
its structure and scope, and requested the Disarmament Commission to convey to 
the Secretary-General the conclusion of its deliberations which should 
constitute the guidelines for the stu3y. 

"2. At its thirty-sixth session, the General Assembly adopted resolution 
36/97 A of 9 December 1981, in which, inter alia, it requested the Disarmament 
Commission at its substantive session in 1982 to complete its consideration of 
the general approach to the study, its structure and scope and to transmit the 
conclusions of its deliberations to the group of experts. 

"3. In fulfilment of this task, the Disarmament Commission has agreed that the 
following text should constitute the guidelines for this study. 

"4. The general approach of the study should take full account of the following 
provisions and principles: 

"(a) The causes of the arms race in conventional weapons ar~ of 
fundamental significance; 

• Official Records of the General Assembly, Twelfth Special. Session, 
Supplement No. } (A/S-12/3), annex III. 
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"(b) The provisions of the Final Docucent of the T~th Spacial Session of 
the General Assembly devoted to diaa~t: are of primary importanC", l. 
particularly those related to principles, prioriti" • .wd pr~rea8 in 
conventional disarmament; 

- (c) Alnong genuine measures of diBlll:mament. effective measures of nucldar 
disanuament and the preVention of nuclear war have the highest pried ty. To 
thi~ end, it is imperative t~ remove the threat of nuclear weapons, to balt and 
reverse the nuclear a~ race until the total eliminati~n of nUClear weapons anj 

their delivery systems has been achievea and to prevent the proliferation of 
nuclear 1118.11>,>ns; 

-(d) Tog&ther with negotiatione on nuclear di8~nt meaB~·es. tho 
limitation and grydual reduction of armed farces ana ~onv~tiona1 weapons ahould 
be resolutely pursued within the framework of progress towarda general and 
col'lt&llete diaarul/ll.tllent. States with the ).argeat military arsenals have a special 
reaponaibility in pursuing the process of conven~4on.l a~nta redu~tion8. 
Other militarily signific.nt States are al.o import~~ in the context of 
achieving conventional disarmament. The contributions of 411 Statea in thia 
reg.~d are invaluable in lessening world ten8iona~ 

"(e) Consideration of the question of the limitation and reduction of 
conventional weaponti should take into ACCOunt the need of all Sta~es to protect 
their security as well as the inalienable right to self-determination and 
independence of peoples under colonial or foreign domination. The adoption of 
disarmament measur.. should take place ill such an eqUitable and balanced manner 
aa to ensure the right of each State to security so that no individual State or 
group of States should obtain adVantage over others at any stage; 

"(f) Negotiations on the reduction of armed forces and of conventional 
armaments should have at each Btage the objective of undiminished security at 
the loweat possible lavel of armaments and military forces: 

·Cg, The study should analyse tbe global dimension of the arms race in the 
conventional field and take due a~count of ita regional aspects; 

-(b) The study should promote conventional disarmament within the context 
of general and co~lete disarmament in seeking appropriate ways and means 
conducive not only to intensifying ongoin9. bu~ also initiating new negotiations 
that would produce concrete results in the fiels of conventional disarmament. 
The study should also draw attention the growing dangers of the arms race in the 
field of conventional armaments: 

-(i) Agreements on reductions of armaments and armed forces should include 
appropriate provisions for verification; 

O(j) The group of experts should be guid~d hy the principle of consensus 
in its reporting, with sufficient flexibility to allow the reflection of 
differing viewpoints. 

·5. The scope and structure of the study Bhould contain tb~ following 
conceptual and/or practical elements: 
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• (a' Th~ identification of the nature of the conventional armG uC"e within 
the cor.t'iXt of the global arma race, and its principal underlying causes; 

-(b) A factual account of all aspects of the conventional araw race on the 
balliu of availabl" data, particularly the size of cOllv4ilnti.onal al':senala, local 
production, the capabilities and effects ~f present w~apon systems and their 
relationahip with other cetegories of wtapons; 

-(ct The international transfer of conventional weapons, including 
regional a.~,ct. and military alliance~1 

·(d) The impact of the accumula~ion of conventiot~l ~rmaments in the 
region. which conatitute mojor areas of continuing te~Jion and crisis in the 
world, and. in regions with large concentrations of conventional weapons and 
0l1IlIed forces; 

-(el The use or threat of use of conventional arms against the 
sovereignty, territorial integrity, political independenco of any State and for 
intervention and interference in the internal affairs of States; 

-Cf) The impact of technologic~l advances and res~arch and development 
upon the conv~tional weapons drsenals uf States, and upon the arms race in the 
fielcls of conventional and other categories of weapons; 

-Cg' A description of the relevant social, economic and political effects 
of the conventional a~ race and its consequences for the intern4tional 
situation, taking into account the need for and the beneficial effects of 
di.~t ~a.ure8 in this field; 

-(h) The contribution of confidence-building measures to further progress 
in conventional disarmament. 

-6. In addition to other sources. it is recommended that the group of experts 
.hould make full UGe of the studies by the secretary-General already completed 
or in prepa~ation. and should take into account four working papers ,ubmitted to 
the Disarmament Commission (A/CN.IO/27, 28, 33 and 34). 

·7. In their findings, the ~rs of the expert group should include their 
a ••••• ments of the effects of the conventional arms race on the pr.ospects for 
disarmament. Following the guidelines set out above, they should also identify 
areas in which measures to curb the conventional arms race and to achieve 
conventional disarmament ought to be pursued and make recommendations 
accordingly. • 
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E. Reyiew of th' peclaration of the 1980. Ii the 
Seeond PiSArmament peea~· 

"I. At its thirty-fifth '.ssion the General Assembly, by it. re.olution 35/46 
of 3 December 1980, unanimously adopted the Declaration of the 1980. a. the 
Second Disarmament Decade, which is .et forth in the annex to that re.olution. 

"2. Paragraph 25 of the Declaration stated that the Oeneral Aa.embly would 
undertake, at ita forti.th •• ,sion, in 1~8S, a review and apprai.al, through the 
Disarmament commission, of progress in the implementation of the mea.urea 
identified in the Declaration. Accordingly, at it. thirty-ninth ••• sion, the 
~eneral A'sembly, by resolution 39/'48 O. decided to undertake .uch a r.view and 
appraisal and requested the Disarmament Commission at it ••••• ion in 1985 to 
make a preliminary a'lsesamant of the implementation of the Declaration, as well 
as suggestions to ensure progFe.s, and to .ubmit a r.port to the General 
Assembly at its fortieth session. 

"3. Paragraph 7 of the Declaration .et out the following as the goals of the 
Decade: 

-(a) Halting and reversing the arms race, particularly the nuclear-arms 
race; 

-(b) Concluding and implementing effective agreements on disarmament, 
particularly nuclear disarmament, which will contribute .ignificantly to the 
achievement of general and complete disarmament under effective int.r~tional 
control; 

• (c) Developing on an equitable basis the limited results ObtaIned in the 
field of disarmament in the 1970. in accordance with the provisions of the Final 
Docwuent; 

-(d) Strengthening international peace and security in accordance with the 
Charter of the United Nations; 

• (e) Making available a sustainable part of the resource. rel.ased by 
disa~t measures to promote the attainment of the objactiv.. of the Third 
United Nations Development Decade and, in particular, the economic and social 
development of developing countries, so as to accelerate the progress towards 
the new international economic order. 

-4. Paragraph S of the Declaration stated that the disarmament process and the 
activities during the Second Disarmament Decade should be in accordance with the 
fundamental principles enshrinea in the Final Document of the Tenth Special 
Session of the General Assembly (resolution 8-10/2) and should be carried out in 
such a Da!ancea ana equitah!e manner a8 to ensure tne rignt ot each State to 
security through the adoption of appropriate measures, taking into account the 
importance of nuclear disa~ent and conventional disarmament, the special 

• Official Records of the General Assembl~, Fortieth Session, 
Supplement No. 42 (A/40/42) , annex VII. 
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r •• pona:l,i.)ility of the State. with the large.t military araenab, the specific: 
requirementll of regional situiltions and the nece •• ity for adequate tneasurea of 
verification. At each .tA~e, the objective .hould be undiminished security at 
the lowest possible level of armaments and military forces. 

·S. Paragraphs 12, 13 and 14 laid out the areas deserving priority treatment as 
follows: 

'12. .,. All effort. should be exerted. therefore. by the Committee on 
Df.armament urgently to negotiate with a view to reaching agreement, and to 
submit agreed text. where possible before the second special session 
devoted to di.a~ent on: 

'(a) A comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty; 

'(b) A treaty on the prohibition of the development, production and 
stockpiling of all chemical weapons and their destruction; 

'(c) A treaty on the prohibiting of the development, production and 
use of radiological weapons; 

'(d) Effective international arrangements to assure non-nuclear
weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapon~, taking 
into account ~ll proposals and suggestions that have been made in this 
regard. 

'13. The.&me prior~ty should be given to the following measures which are 
dealt with outside the Committee on Disarmament: 

, (a) Ratification of the Treaty on the Limitation of Str-,tegic 
Offensive ArmS (SALT II) and commencement of negotiations for a SALT III 
agreement; 

'(b) Ratification of Additional Protocol I of the Treaty for the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin Americ,' (Treaty of Tlatelolco); 

'(e) Signature and ratification of the agreement negotiated by the 
United Nations conference on Prohibitions or Restrictions of Use of Certain 
Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to 
have Indiscriminate Effects; 

'(d) Achievement of an agreement on mutual reduction of armed forces 
and armaments and associated measures in central Europe; 

'leI Ne~otiations on effective confidence-building measures and 
disarmament measures in Europe among the States participating in the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, taking into account 
initiatives and proposals to this effect: 

'ef) Achievement of a more stable situation in Europe at a lower 
level of military potential on the basis of approximate equality and parity 
by agreement on appropriate mutual reduction and limitation of armaments 
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and arm.d fore •• in accordance with paragraph 82 of the Final Document, 
which woul4 contribute to the atrengtheni14 of security in Europ. and 
conatitute a .1gnificant atap tQwarda enhancing international peaCe an4 
.. curity. 

'14. Other priority ~a.ure. that ahoul4 bw pur.ued as rapidly •• poa.ible 
during the s.co04 Dia~t Decac1e inclu4e: 

, Ca) Significant progre.. towuda the achiev8.lllo8nt of nuclear 
di.armament. which will require urgent negotiation of agreement. at 
appropriate st.ge. and vito I adequate measure. of verification aatbfactory 
to the St.te. concarned for: 

'(i) C •••• tion of the qualit.tive improvement an4 development of 
nucl-.r-weapone wyateaa; 

'(ii) C •••• tion of the production of all type. of nuclear weapons and 
their means of 4elivery, an4 of the production of fissionable 
mat.rial for ~eapon. purpo.e.; 

'(iii) A comprehensive. pha.ed programme with agreed time-frames. 
whenever f ... ible. for progre •• ive and balanced reduction of 
stockpile. of nuclear w.apana and th.ir meana of 4e11 very. 
lea4ing to their ultimate an4 complete elimination at the 
earliest po •• ible time; 

I (b) Prevention of the emergence of new types of weapons of mas" 
destruction and new systems of 8uch weapons: 

'(c) FUrther str.tegic a~ limitation negotiations between the two 
pa~tie., leading to agreed significant re4uctiona of, and 
~litative limitations on. strategic arma. The.e should 
constitute an important step in the direction of nuclear 
di.a~t and. ultimately, of the establishment of a world 
free of 8uch weapons; 

'(4) Further step. to develop an international consensus to prevent 
the proliferation of nuclear weapans in accordance with the 
proviaions of paragraphs 65 to 71 of the Final Document; 

'(e) Strengthening of the existing nuclear-weapon-free zone and the 
.stabli.bment of other nuclear-weapon-free zones 1n accordance 
with the relevant ~aragraph8 of the Final DOcument; 

'(f) Satabli.hment of zones of peace in accordance with the &elevant 
provisions of the Final Document; 

'(g) Heasures to aecure the avoidance of the use of nuclear weapons, 
the prevention of nuclear war and related objectiv.s, where 
po •• ible through international agreement, bearing in mind 

ariou8 propaoale designed to secure these objectives and in 
accordance with paragraphs 57 an4 58 of th~ Final Document, and 
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thereby to ensure that the survival of mankind is not 
endangered; 

'(h) Further steps to prohibit military or any other hostile use of 
environmental modification techniques; 

'(i) Multilateral regional and bilateral measures on the limitation 
and reduction of conventional weapons and armed forc.s, in 
accordance with the relevant provisions of the Final Document; 

'(j) Reduction of military expenditures; 

'(k) Confidence-building measures, taking into account the 
particular conditions and requirements of different regions. 
with a view to strengthening the security of States.' 

"6. Though the mid-point of the Dec~d~ has been reached, its goals are far from 
being achieved. It is a matter of r~;ret that, in spite of the efforts of many 
£t~te., no substantial progress has been made even on items of highest priority. 
The threat to the survival of mankind is no less today than it was at the 
beginning of the Decade. 

·7. An encouraging development i. the initiation of bilateral negotiations 
between the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America 
in accordance with the joint communique issued ~ the tw~ Governments on 
8 January 1985. Progress in these talks should have benefic~a1 effects on the 
multilateral disarmament process as well as help to reduce international 
tension, thus promoting the global security environment. 

"S. The United Nations should be kept appropriately informed of theae 
negotiation~ without prejudice to their pr~r.8S. 

*g. The Disarmament commission expects that all States Members of the United 
Nations, in particular those possessing the largest milit&ljf arsenals, will 
resolutely pursue the objectives Stit forth in the Declaration and achieve 
concrete results during the remaining five years of the Decade. 

°10. The Disarmament Commission accordingly recommends to the General Assem~ly 
to call upon all States, particularly the n~~lear-weapon States, to: 

·(a) Reaffirm their commitment to the Declaration of the Second 
Disarmament Decade; 

"(bl Reaffirm their commitment to the attainment of the ultimate objective 
of general and complete disarmament ~der effective inturnational control; 

"(c) Adopt concrete and pr_ctical measures for preventing the outbreak of 
war, in particular nuclear war; 

"(d) Take appropriate steps to halt and reverse the nuclear-arms race with 
a view to improving the international climate as well as enhancing the efficacy 
of disarmament negotiations; 
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-(e) Exert greater effort in the ~lementation of the World Di.armament 
C&IIIplIign. -

F. Guideline! for appropriate type. of confidence-building 
me.aure. and for tbe implementation of such measures 
on a global or regional level-

-The Commie.ion haa elaborated the .ub.equent guidelines for appropriate 
type. of confidence-building mea.ure. fQr the con.ideration of the Gener,l 
A8.embly at it. forty-first 8e •• ion, in keeping with re.olution 39/63 E. 

-The text of the guidelines is agre.d on .11 count •• 

-The Commis.ion wiahe. to draw particular attention to paragr.ph 1.2.5 of 
the guideline. where it ill fimPhasized taat the accUDlUlation of relevant 
experience with confidence-building measure. may nece •• it.te the further 
development of the text at a later time, should the General A8.embly 80 decide. 

-In elaborating the guideline., all delegations were aware, notwithstanding 
the high significance and role of confidence-building measure., of the primary 
importance of disarmament mea.ure. and the .ingular contribution only 
eliaarmament can make to the prevention of w.r, in particular nuclear w.r. Some 
deleg.tioD! would have wishad to see the criteria and characteri.tics of a 
regional approach to confidence-building measures 'pelt out in greater detail. 

-1. General conSiderations 

-1.1 Frame of reference 

-1.1.1 The present guidelines for confidence-building ~asur.s bave been 
drafted by the Disarmament Commission in pur.uance of re.olution 
37/100 D adOpted by consensus by tbe General A8uembly, in which the 
Di.armament Commission was requested 'to cOD!ider the elaboration 
of guideline. for appropriate twe. of confidence--building measures 
and for the implementation of such me.sures on a global or regional 
level', and of resolutions 38/73 A and 39/63 E in which it was 
a8ked to continue and conclude it. work, and was further requested 
to submit to the General Aasembly at its forty-first sos.ion a 
report containing 8uch guidelines. 

-1.1.2 In elaborating the guidelines the Disarmament Commission took into 
account, inter alia, the following United Nations documents: the 
Final Document of the Tenth Special Session 0;: the General 
AMsembly, the first special session devoted to disarmament 
(re80lution S-10/2), the relevant resolutions adopted by consensus 
by the General Assembly (resolutions 3'/87 S, 35/156 S, 36/57 F, 
37/100 D and 38/73), the replies received ffom Governments 
informing the Secretary-General of their views and experiences 

* See Official Records of the General Assembly. Flfteenth Special 
Ses8ion, Supplement No.3 (A/S-1S/3), para. 41. 
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regarding confidenc.-building me~.ur&., 111 th. Comprehensive 
Study on Confiseuce-building Hea.ur" 111 by a Group of 
Gov.rnmental Expert.. the proposale mad. by individual countrie. at 
the tw.lfth .peeial •••• ion of th. General Aaeambly, 111 the 
,.coad .peeie1 •••• ion devoted to di,ermament, a. w.ll al the view. 
of d.legation. a. ~r ••• ed during lh. annual .e.aion8 of the 
Di.armam.nt commi •• ion in 1~ij3, 1984 and 1986 and r.fl.cted in the 
r.l.vant document. of tho •••••• ion •• 

-1.2 ¥to,r.l political context 

-1.2.1 Th ••• guid.lin •• have ba.n elaborat.d at a time when it i. 
univar.ally f.lt that ,ffort. to heighten confidence among Stat •• 
are particularly pertinent and neces.ary. There ia a cOllllllOn 
concern about the deterioration of the international situation, the 
continuou. recours. to Lh. threat or u.. of force and the further 
•• calation of the international arms build-up. with the concomitant 
ri •• in ioatabi1itie., political tensions and in mistrust. and th~ 
heighteneCi perception of the danger of war. both conv..ntional and 
nuclear. At the same time, there is a growing awarene •• of the 
unacc.ptability of war in our time, and of the interdependence of 
the •• curity of all State •. 

-1.2.2 Thi. 8ituation cal18 for every effort by the international 
community to take urgent action for the prevention of war, in 
particular nuclear war - in the language of the Final Document of 
the Tenth Special. Ci •• sion, a threat whoae rt.tmoval ie the II10lIt acute 
and urgent ta.k of the present day - and for concrete measures ~f 
di.~t - to prevent an arma race in .pace and to te~nate it 
on .arth, to limit, reduce and eventually eliminate nuclear arma 
and enhance strategic stability - but also for efforts to reduce 
political confrontation and to e.tablish stable and cooperative 
relationship. in all fields of international relationll. 

-1.2.3 In thi. context, a confidence-building process embracing all theMe 
fields haa becOlDe increasingly important. Confidence-b'l.lilding 
measur •• , especially when applied in a comprehenaive manner, have a 
potential to contribute significantly to the enhancement of ~eace 
and security and to promote and facilitate the attainment of 
disa~t mea.ures. 

-1.2.4 Thi. potential is at praDent already being explored in some regions 
and subregions of the world, where the States concerned - while 

,. _ __'" _ ....... ~.. _ • f ... ",.... .. 
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measure. - are joining forces to contribute, by the elaboration and 

111 A/34/416 and Add .. 1-3, A/35/397. 

~j United Nations publication, Sal~a No. E.82.IX.3. 

11/ See A/S-12/AC.l/S9. 
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implementation of confidence-building measures, to more stable 
relations and gre.ter •• curity, .s wall aa the elimination of 
out.ide intervention and enhanced cooperation in their areas. 

The pre •• nt guidelines have been drafted with these dgllificant 
experience. in mind, but they a180 purport to provide further 
support to th.s. and oth~r enda~vour8 on the regional and global 
lev.l. They do not. of cours., exclude the simultaneous 
application of other security-enhancing meaBure •. 

·1.2.S Th.s. guideline. are part of a dynamic proce~8 over time. While 
tlley are d •• igned to contribute to a greater usefulness and wider 
application of confidence-building measures, the accumulation of 
relevant experierlce may, in turn, nece •• itate the further 
development of the guidelines at a later time, should the General 
Assembly so decide. 

"1.3 Pelimitotion of the subject 

·1.3.1 Confidence-building measures and disarmament 

-1.3.1.1 Confidence-building measures must be neither a substitute nor a 
precondition for disarmament measures nor divQrt attQntion from 
them. Yet their potential for creating favourAble conditions for 
progress in this ~ield should be fully utilized in all regions of 
the world. in so far as t.hey may facilitate and do not impair in 
any way the adoption of disarmament measures. 

"1.3.1.2 Effective disarmament and arms limitation measures which directly 
limit or reduce ~litary potential have particularly high 
confidence-building value and. among these maasur •• , tho •• 
relating to nucloar disarmament as especially conducive to 
confidence-building. 

"1.3.1.3 The provisions of the Fir~l Document of the Tenth Special Session 
relating to disarflWllent. particularly nuclear disarmament, also 
bave a high confidence-building value. 

"1.3.1.4 Confidence-building mea~ures may be worked out and implemented 
independently in order to contribute to the creation of 
favourable conditions for the adoption of additional disarmament 
me •• ures, Or, no lesu important, as collateral measures in 
connection with specific measures of arms limitaticll", and 
disarmament. 

"1.3.2 ScooP. of confidence-building measures: mili\~v 1)1.'11 M:'l-miJ.:i.tn:r.v 
measures 

"1.3.2.1 Confidence reflects a set of interrelated factors of a military 
as well as of a non-military character, and a plurality of 
Cilpprollches is needed to 0vercome fear, apprehenElion and mistrust 
between States and to l'6j)lace them by confidence. 
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-1.3.2.2 Since confidence relate. to a wide spectrum of activities in the 
interaction among St~t •• , a coroprehen.ive approach i. 
indisPQnaable and c~nfidenc.-building i_ nece.,ary in the 
political, mil,itarl', economic. social. hl.l.lMllitarian and cultural 
fiel~. Th •• e .hould include removal of political t~n.ion •• 
progr ••• towards disarmament, reshaping of the world economic 
sy.tom and the elimination of racial discrimination. of any form 
of hegUIOny and domination and of fonign occupatiou. It i. 
~ortant that in all th •• e ar.as the confidence-nuilding process 
should contribute to diminishing mi.trust and enhancing trust 
among State. b.Y reducing and eventually eliminating potential 
causes for mbundeut:·Ulding, misinterpretation and 
mj"ac:alclllation. 

-1.3.2.3 Notwithstanding the n~ed for such a broad confidence-building 
proce •• , and in accordance with the mandate of the Di.armament 
Commi •• ion, the main focus of the pre.ent guideline. for 
confidenee-building mea.ur •• relata. to the military and security 
field, and the guidelines derive their sp4cificity from thes. 
a.pect •. 

-1.3.2.4 In many regio~ of the world economic and other phenomena touch 
upon the .ecurity of a country with such immediacy that they 
cannot be disassociated from defehce and military matter •. 
concrete mea.ur.a of • non-military nature that are directly 
relevant to the national .ecurity and survival of States are 
therefore fully within the focus of the guidelineo. In such 
ca ••• military and non~military measure. are complementary and 
reinforce each other'. confidence-building value. 

-1.3.2.5 The appropriate mixture of different types of concrete mea&ur •• 
should be determined for each region, depending on the perception 
of security and of the nature and levels of existing threats, by 
the countries of the region. themaelves. 

-2. auidelin" for appropriate types of confidence-building measures and for 
their implfM3nt.tion 

• 2 .1 Principles 

-2.1.1 Strict adherence to the Charter of the United Nations and 
fulfilment of the commitments contained in the Final Document of 
the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly (resolution 
S-10/2), the validity of which haa been unanllllOusly and 
categorically reaffirmed Uy all Kamber States at the twelfth 
speeial s ••• ion of the General Assembly, the .econd special session 
devoted to di&armament, make a contribution of overriding 
importance for the preservation of peace and for ensuring the 
survival of mankind ana th~ realization of general and complete 
disarlll./llllent under effective international control. 
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"2.1.2 In particular, and •• a prerequisite for enhancing confidence among 
Stat •• , the following principle. enahrined in the Charter of the 
United Nations must be strictly ob.erved: 

"(a) Refraining from the threat or use of force against the 
territorial integrity or political independence of any State; 

"(b) Non~int.rvention and non-interference in the internal affairs 
of State.; 

·(e) Peaceful settlement of disputes; 

·ld) Sovareign equality of State. and self-determination of 
peop ea. 

"2.1.3 The strict observance of the principles and priorities of the Final 
Document of the Tenth Special Session ia of particular importance 
for enhancing confidence among States. 

·2.2 objectives 

·2.2.1 The ultimate goal of confidence-building measures is to strengthen 
international peace and security and to contribut~ to the 
prevention of all ware, in particular nuclear war. 

"2.2.2 Confidence-building meaeures are to contribute to the creation of 
favourable conditions for the peaceful settlement of existing 
international problema and disputes and for the improvement and 
promotion of international rel_tiona based on justice, cooperation 
and solidarity; and to facilitate the solution of any situation 
which might le_d to international friction. 

·2.2.3 A major goal of confidence-building measures is the realization of 
universally recognized principles, particularly those contained in 
the Charter of the United Nations. 

-2.2.4 By helping to create a climate in which the momentum towards a 
competitive a~ build-up can be reduced and in which the 
importance of the military element is gradually diminished, 
confidence-building measures shOUld in particular facilitate and 
promote the process of anna limitation and disarmament. 

"2.2.5 A major objective is to reduce or even eliminate the causes of 
mistruat, fear, misunderstanding and miscalculation with regard to 
relevant military activities and intentions of other States, 
iaccors which may generate cha perception of an impaired security 
and provide justification for the continuation of the global and 
regional arms build-up. 

"2.2.6 A centrally important task of confidence-building measures is to 
reduce the dangers of misunderstanding or miscalculation of 
military activities, to help to prevent military confrontation as 
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well as covert preparations for the commencement of a war. to 
reduce the risk of surprise attacks and of the outbreak of war by 
accident; and thereby, finally. to give effect and concrete 
expre •• ion to the solemn pledge of all nations to refrain from the 
threat or use of force in all its form. and to enhance security and 
IiItabilit.y. 

"2.2.7 Given the enhanced awareness of the importance of compliance. 
confidence-building measures may serve the additional objective of 
facilitating verification of arms limitation and disarmament 
agreements. 

In addition, .~dct compliance with obligations and conunitments in 
the field of disarmament and cooperation in the elaboration and 
implementation of adequate measures to ensure the verification of 
such compliance - satisfactory to all parties concerned and 
determined by the purposes, scope and nature of the relevant 
agreement - have a considerable confidence-building effect of their 
own. 

Confidence-building measures cannot, howeveL, supersede 
verification measures, which are an important element in arms 
limitation and disarmament agreements. 

·2.3 Characteristics 

"2.3.1 Confidence in international relations is based on the belief in the 
cooperative disposition of other States. Confidence will incraase 
to the extent that the conduct of States, over time, indicates 
their willingness to practise non-aggressive and cooperative 
behaviour. 

"2.3.2 Confidence-building requires a consensus of the States 
participating in the process. States must therefore decide freely 
and in the exerci8~ of their sovereignty whether a 
confidence-building process is to be initiated and, if so, which 
measurea are to be taken and how the process is to be pursued. 

"2.3.3 Confidence-building is a step-by-step process of taking all 
concrete and effective measures which express political commitments 
and are of military significance and which are designed to make 
progress in strengthehing confidence and security to lessen tension 
and assist in arms limitation and disarmament. At each stage of 
this process States must be able to measure and assess the results 
achieved. Verification of compliance with agreed provisions should 
be a continuing process. 

"2.3.4 Political commitments taken together with concrete measures giving 
expression and effect to those commitments are important 
instruments for confidence-building. 
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"2.3.5 Exchange or prOV1.10n of relevant information on armed force. and 
a~nt. a. well a. on pertinent military activiti •• plays an 
important role in the proce.s of arma limitation and disarmament 
and of confidence-building. Such an exchange or provision could 
promote trust among Stat.s and reduce the occurrence of dangeroue 
~sconc.ption. about the intentions of State.. Exchange or 
provision of information in the field of arma limitation, 
disarmament and confidence-building 8hould be appropriately 
verifiable .s provided for in respective arrAngement., agreement. 
or treatie •. 

"2.3.6 A detailed universal model being obviously impractical, 
confidence-building measures must be tailored to specific 
situations. The effectiveness of a concrete measure will increase 
the more it is adjusted to the specific perceptions of threat or 
the confidence requirements of a given situation or a particular 
region. 

"2.3.7 If the circumstances of a particular situation and the principle of 
undiminiahed security allow, confidence-building measurea could, 
within a atep-b¥-step proce.s, where desirable and appropriate, go 
further and (though not b.Y themselves capable of diminishing 
military potentials) limit available military options. 

"2.4 Implementation 

"2.4.1 In order to optimize the implementation of confidence-building 
measures, State. taking, or agreeing to, auch measures should 
carefully analyse, and identify with the high •• t p08sibl~ degree of 
clarity, tha factors which favourably or adversely affect 
confidence in a specific situation. 

-2.4.2 Since States must be able to examine and assess the implementation 
of, and to ensure compliance with, a confidence-building 
arrangement, it ia indispensable that the details of the 
.stablished confidence-building measures should be defined 
precisely and clearly. 

-2.4.3 Misconceptions and prejudices, which may have developed over an 
extended period of time, cannot be overcome by a single application 
of confidence-building measures. The seriousness, credibility and 
reliability of a State's commitment to confidence-building, without 
which the confidance-building procas. cannot be successful, can be 
demonstrated only by consistent implementation over time. 

"2.4.4 The 1mplementaelon of confidence-building measures snould taKe 
place in such a manner as to ensure the right of each State to 
undiminished security, guaranteeing that no individ:.lal State or 
group of States obtains advantages over others at any stage of the 
confidence-building process. 
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·2.4.5 The building of confidence is a dynamic process: experiencti and 
trust gained from the implemPntatiou of early largely voluntary and 
militarily las8 significant measures can facilitate agreement on 
further and more far-reaching measures. 

The pace of the implementation process both in terms of timing and 
scope of desirable measur.s depanda on prevailing circumstances. 
Confidence-building measures should be as sWbstantial as possible 
and effected as rapidly as possible. Whilst in a specific 
situation the ~lementation of far-reaching arrangemunts at an 
early stage might be attainable. it would normally appear that a 
gradual step-b¥-atep process is necessary. 

"2.4.6 Obligations undertaken in agreements on confidence-building 
measures muat be fulfilled in good faith. 

·2.4.7 Confidence-building measures should be implemented on the global as 
well as on regional levels. Regional and global approaches are not 
contradictory but rather complementary and interrelated. In view 
of the interaction between global and regional events. progress on 
one level contributes to advancement on the other level; however. 
one i. not a pre-condition for the other. 

In considering the introduction of confidence-building measures in 
particular regiona, the specific political. military and other 
conditions prevailing in the region should be fully taken into 
account. Confidence-building measures in a regional context should 
be adopted on tha initiative and with the agreement of the States 
of the region concerned. 

·2.4.8 Confidence-building Jll8asures can be adopted in various forms. They 
can be agreed upon with the intention of creating legally binding 
obligations, in which caBe they represent international treaty law 
among parties. They can. however. also be ag.eed upon through 
politically binding commitments. Evolution of politically binding 
confidence-building measures into obligations under international 
law can also be envisaged. 

·2.4.9 For the assessment of progress in the implementing action of 
confidence-building measures, States should. to the extent possible 
and where appropriate. provide for procedures and mechanisms for 
review and evaluation. Where possible. time-frames could be agreed 
to facilitate this assessment in both quantitative and qualitative 
tf,rm8 • 

• Z • ~ Developmenl:., prospectB IImi oppal: i:uui i;.;,':''' 

"2.5.1 A very important qualitative step in enhancing the credibility and 
reliability of the confidence-building process may consist in 
strengthening the degree of commitment with which the various 
confidence-building measures are to be implemented; this. it should 
be recalled. is also applicable to the implementation of 
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commitments undertaken in th6t field of diaar . .IIlment. Voluntary and 
unilateral measures should, .s early as approQriat., be developed 
into mutual, ~alanc.d and politically binding provisions and, if 
appropriate, Lnto legally binding obligations. 

"2.5.2 The nature of a confidence-building measure ~y gradually be 
enhanced to the extent that its general acceptance as the correct 
pattern of behaviour grows. As a result, the consistent and 
unifCl,'mI iUl7.l1811l8l1tation of a politically binding confidence-building 
lIWIaat:.re (;':er a substantial period Clf time, tog"ther wi th the 
r.quisit~ oRinio iuris. may lead to the development of an 
obligation under customary international law. In this way. the 
process of' confidence-building may gradually contribute to the 
formation "f new nOl1Dll of international law. 

"2.5.3 Statements of intent and declarations, which in themselves contain 
no obligation ~o take specific measure iii but ha-le the potential to 
contribute favo~rably to an atmosphere of graate:.,' mutual trullt. 
should be develo~ed further by more concrete agreements on specific 
measures. 

"2.5.4 Opportu.nities 
are manifold. 
possibilities 
might pre.ent 

for the introdur,tion of confidence-building meawures 
The following con~ilation of some of the main 

may be of assistance to State. wishing to defina what 
a suitable opportunity for action. 

"2.5.4.1 A particular need for confidence-building measures existr at 
times of political tension and crises. where appropriate measures 
can bave a very important stabilizing effect. 

"2.5.4.2 Negotiations on a~ limitation and disarmament can offer a 
particularly important opportunity to agre£ a~ 
confidenc*-building measure.. M integral parts of an agreement 
itself or by way of supplementary agreements, they can have a 
baneficial vffect on the parties' ability to achieve the purposes 
and goals of their particular negotiations and agreements by 
creating a climate of cooperation and understanding, by 
facilitating adequate provisions for verification acceptable to 
all the States concerned and corresponding to the nature, scope 
and purpose of the agreement, and by fostering reliable and 
credible implew~nt~tion. 

"2.5.4.3 A particular opportunity migh~ arise upon tbe introduction of 
peace-keeping forces. in accordance wien tne purposes of ene 
United Nations Charter, into a region or on the cessation of 
hostilities between States. 

"2.5.4.4 Review conferences of arms limitation agreements might also 
provide an opportunity to consider confidence-building measureS. 
provided these measures are in no way detrimental to the purposes 
of the agreements; the criteria of such action to ~ agreed upon 
by the parties to the agreements. 
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"2.5.4.5 Many opportunities exist in conjunction with agreement. among 
Stat •• in other area. of their relations, such a. the political, 
economic, social and cultural fields, for example in the ca •• of 
joint developrnant projects, especially in frontier areas. 

"2.5.4.6 Confidence-building measure., or at l.ast a statement of intent 
to develop them in the future, could also be included in any 
other form of political declaration on goals shared by two or 
more State •. 

"2.5.4.7 Since it i. especially the multilateral approach to international 
.ecurity and disarmament i.sues whiCh enhances international 
confidence, the United Nation. can contribute to increasing 
confidence by playing its central role in the field of 
int,rnational peace, •• curity and disarmament. Organs of the 
United Nations and other international organizations could 
participate in ex\couraging the process of confidence-building as 
appropriate. In particular, the General Assembly and the 
Security Council - their tasks in the field of di.armament proper 
notwithstanding - can further this process, by adopting decisions 
and recommendations containing suggestions and reque8ts to States 
to .oree on and i~lement confidence-building measurea. The 
Secretary-QeDeral, in accordance with the Charter of the United 
Nations, could also contribute significantly to the process of 
confidence-building b¥ suggesting specific confidence-building 
measurea or by providing his good offices, particularly at times 
of cria.a, in promoting the establishment of certain 
confidence-building procedures. 

"2.5.4.8 In accordance with item IX of its established agenda - the 
8o"called decalogue - And without prejudice to its negotiating 
role in all areas of its agenda, the Conference on Disa~t 
could identify and develop confidence-building measures in 
relation to agreements on disarmament and arms limitation under 
negotiation in the Conference." 

G. Vlrifica~ion in all its aspects~ 

"1. PRINCIPLES OF VERIFICATION 

"In the context of pursuing general and complete disarmament under 
effective international control, as a matter of critical importance in the 
negotiation and implementation of arms limitation and disarmament agre~ment., 
the Disarmament Commission affirms the continued releVaflCe of the principles 
concerning verification as enunciated in the following paragraphs of the Final 
Document of the Tenth Special Session of the Genetal Assembly: 

* See Official Record~ of the General Assembly, Fiftaenth SQecial 
Session, Supplement No.3 (A/S-1S/3), para. 60. 
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·Paragraph 31: 'Disarmament and arms limitation agreements should provide 
for adequate measure. of verification satisfactory to all parties concetn~ 
in order to create the neces.ary confidence and ensure that they are bein,J 
observed by all parties. The form and modalities of the verification to be 
provided for in any .pecific agreement depend upon and should be determined 
by the purpos •• , scop. and nature of the agr.ement. Agreement •• hould 
provide for the participation of parties directly or through the United 
Nation •• ystem in the verification proc.... Wh.r. approp4iate, a 
combination of several method. of verification as well as other compliance 
procedures should be employed.' 

"Paragraph 91: 'In order to facilitate the conclusion and effective 
implementation of disarmament agreements and to create confidence, States 
should accept appropriate provisions for verification in such agreements.' 

"Paragraph 92: 'In the context of international disarmament negotiations, 
the problem of verification should be further examined and adequate methods 
and procedures in th:. field be considered. Every effort should be made to 
develop appropriate methods and procedures which are non-discriminatory and 
which do not unduly interfere with the internal affairs of other States or 
jeopardize their economic and social development.' 

·The Disarmament C~ssion considers that the following general principles 
elaborate upon or add to those stated in the Final Document of the Tenth Special 
Session of the General AAsembly. While further work can be done to formulate 
adequately these and other principles relating to verification. the following is 
a non-exhaustive listing of such principles: 

"(1) Adequate and effective verification is an essential element of all 
arms limitation and disarmament agreements. 

"(2) Verification is not an aim in itself, but an essential element in the 
process of achieving arms limitation and disarmament agreements. 

"(3) Verification should promote the implementation of arms limitation and 
disarmament meaSU~~9, build confidence among States and ensure that 
agreements are being observed by all parties. 

"(4) Adequate and effective verification ,equires employment of different 
techniques, such as national technical means, international technical means 
and international procedures, including on-site inspections. 

-(5) Verification in the arms limitation and disarmament process will 
benefit from greater openness. 

= ,vi iu:J[lH 11w.Lt.Cii:..i.u" w-,a diiia4iiiiiiucliL: CiY4C~~\~ilt:g ~h~uld iii.-::lwd~ ~~licit 
provisions whereby each party undertakes not to h·.terfere with the agreed 
methods, procedures and techniques of verification, when these are 
operating in a manner consistent with the provisions of the agreement and 
generally recognized principles of international law. 
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-(7) ~ lindtation and di.armament agreements .hould include explicit 
provisiona whereby each party undertakes not to use deliberate concealment 
.... ur •• which impede verification of compliance with the agreement. 

-(8' To ••• e •• the continuing adequacy and effectivene •• of the 
v.rifieation system, an arms limitation and di.armament agreement should 
provide for procedure. and mechanisms for review and evaluation. Wh.r. 
po •• ibl., tima-frama~ for .uch r.view. should be agreed in order to 
facilitate this a ••••• ment. 

-(9) V.rification arrangements should be addressed at the outset and at 
.ver,v atag. of negotiations on specific arms limitation and disarmament 
agreement •• 

-(10) All States have equal rights to participate in the process of 
international verification of agreements to which they are parties. 

-(11' Adequate and effective verification arrangements must be capable of 
providing, in a timely fashion, clear and convincing evidence of compliance 
or non-compliance. Continued confirmation of compliance is an essential 
ingredient to building and maintaining confidence among the parties. 

-(12' Oeterudnations about the adequacy, effectiveness and acceptability of 
specific methoa. and arrangements intended to verify compliance with the 
provi.ions of an arms limitation and disarmament agreement can only be made 
within the context of that agreement. 

-(13) Verification of compliance with the obligations imposed by an arma 
limitation and disarmament agreement is an activity conducted by the 
parties to an arms limitation and disarmament agreement or by an 
organization at the request and with the explicit consent of the parties, 
and is an expression of the sovereign right of States to enter into such 
arrangements. 

-(14) Requests for inspections or information in accordance with the 
provision. of an arma limitation ~nd disarmament agreement should be 
conaidered a. a normal component of the verification process. Such 
requests should be used only for the purpose~ of the determination of 
compliance, care being taken to avoid abuses, 

-(15) Verification arrangements should be implemented without 
discrimination, and, in accomplishing their purpose, avoid unduly 
interfering with the internal affairs of State parties or other States, or. 
jeopardizing their economic, technological and social development. 

-(16) To be adequate and effective, a verificat10n regime tor an agreemen~ 
must cover all relevant weapons, facilities, locations, installations and 
activities. 
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"II. PROVISIONS AND TECHNIQUES OF VERIFICATION 

"1. The Disarmament Coromi sion recognizes that the~e is a variety of methods, 
procedures and techniques available for the verification of compliance with arms 
limitation and disarmament agreements. No verification arrangements can be 
absolutely foolproof. Adequate and effective verifica~ion will involve the use 
of a combination of various verification methods, procedure. and techniques 
which will operate in such a manner that they reinforce one another. Some 
methods, procedures and techniques are uniquely applicable in specific arm5 
limitation and disarmament contexts, while others have wider applicability. The 
determination of the appropriate details and combination of methods, procedures 
and techniques will vary with the scope and nature of the arma limitation and 
disarmament agreement and will be a critical component of the specific treaty 
negotiations. 

"2. The Disa1ill8l11ent Commission also emphasizes that the inclusion of prOV1li1l.ons 
respecting procedures for consultation and cooperation can greatly assist in 
resolving problems emerging in the course of the implementation of arms 
limitation and disarmament agreements, such as concerns about compliance. Such 
provisions for consultation and cooperation could involve the use of some or all 
of the following: bilateral consultations, the United Nations, and/or the use 
of organizations set up under the specific agreement in question. 

"3. The Disarmament Commission also recognizes that under general international 
law, parties to treaties are obligated to take the measures necessary for 
implementation of the treaty at the national level. Such national measures 
should be undertaken in a fashion to facilitate adequate and effective 
verification. 

"4. The Disarmament Commission recognizes the utility of continuing the 
examination of verification methods. procedures and techniques. One possible 
example of the work that could be done is the preparation of a compilation of 
possible verification methods, procedures and techniques, including those which 
form part of existing arms limitation and disarmament agreements as well as 
those which have been proposed. Such a catalogue, which could form part of a 
verification database, would be illustrative and would exemplify the range and 
scope of methods, procedures and techniques applicable to the verification of 
compliance. It could be useful in facilitating a consideration of verification 
as an integral part of arms limitation and disarmament negotiations. The survey 
of methods, procedures and techniques that would be necessary to prepare such a 
compilation could also provide the initial steps towards p~oducing a directory 
of sources of verification expertise. It could also serve to identify current 
research activities relating to verification and indicate areas where more 
research would be beneficial. The fo~t and expense of such a catalogue should 
be subject to further examination. 

"5. The Disarmament Commission takes note that many countries have provided to 
the international COIDnlunity the results of their research concerning 
verification matters, whether it be in the use of existing technology or in the 
consideration of how technology might evolve 1n order to facilitate the 
verification of future agreements. The Disarmament Commission cormnends to 
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expert. ~nd re.earcrers the worthy endeavour of deepening the international 
community's und.r.~~ding of verification provisions and techniques. 

"III. THE ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND ITS MEMBER 
STATES IN THE FIELD OF VERIFICATION 

-1. Tho Disarmament Commission welcomes the view expressed by the Secretary
General in his 1987 report on the work of the organization that the United 
Nations can make a significant contribution in the field of verification. 14/ 
Such a contribution can be vicJwed as in accordance with the central role and 
primLry responsibility of the United Nations as stated in paragraph 114 of the 
Pinal Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly. 

-2. The Disarmament Commission takes note of various views expressed and 
concrete proposals made, within the framework of its discussions, by a number of 
countries with respect to the nature and scope of the role that the United 
Nations could possibly play in the context of verification of compliance with 
arms limitation and disarmament agreements. These proposals, which were 
discussed but on which no consensus was possible, include, inter alia: (a) the 
establishment of a verification database within the United Nations; (b) the 
development of a U~ited Nations capacity to provide advice to negotiators 
respecting verification matters; (c) research into the process, structures, 
procedures and techniques of verifica~ion as well as the role of the United 
Nations, beginning with a request to the Secrecary-General to look into these 
and other matters with the assistance of qualified experts; (d) on a responsive 
basis, and with the consent of the parties to an arms limitation and disarmament 
negotiation or agreement, potential involvement by the United Nations in the 
formulation and implementation of verification provisions of specific 
agreements; (e) the establishment of an integrated multilateral verification 
system within the United Nations; and (f) the setting up, under the aegis of the 
United Nations, of a mechanism for extensive international verification of 
compliance with agreements on reducing international tension and limiting 
armaments and on the military situation in conflict areas." 

H. Nuclear capability of South Africa: 
~onclusions and recommendat~~* 

-1. Guided by the fundamental and universal principles e~shrined in the Charter 
of the United Nations and with reference to the ~~claration on Apartheid and its 
Destructi"e Consequences in South Africa adopted by con~ensus at the sixteenth 
special session of the General Assembly (resohlt:.ion S···1.6/1, annex), the 
Commission re;u;erates its condemnation of the r;"ut.l.nuui:.ion c£ !;.he policy and 
practice of apartheid in South Africa which is a arime against the conscience 

* . See Official reco-.:ds of the General As I!It:mbly, ):~orty-Hfth Session, 
Supplement No. 42 (A/4S/42), para. 31. 

14/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-.second SeflFJion, 
Supplement No.1 (A/42/1), sect. III. 
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and dignity of mankind. While noting that certain pos:i tive dev.lopments are now 
taking place in South Africa, the Commi •• ion .tr ••••• that the apar~h.id .ystem 
and its institutionalized pillar •• till remain in place. In reaffirmino the 
right of all peopl •• to s.lf-determination, the Commi •• ion support. all those in 
South Afri~a who strive for the elimination of apartheid and the building of a 
non-racial and democratic society in that country. 

-2. The Commission recall. Security Council re.olution 418 (1977) which, 
lnter aliA, express.d the Council'. grave concern that South Africa waa, at that 
time, at the thr.shold of producing nuclear weapons. The use of its nuclear 
capability by South Africa for nuclear-weapon purpo.es would h.ighten tension 
and incr.aae the thr.at to regional as well as international peace and security. 

-3. The Commission further recalls that the security Council had, by its 
reaolution 418 (1977), determined that the acquisition by South Africa of arma 
and r.lat.d materiel constituted a threat to the maintenance of international 
peace and security and had decided that all States .hall cease forthwith any 
provision to South Africa of arms and related materiel. 

-4. The is.ue of South Africa's nuclear capability has been brought to 
international attention by General Assembly resolution 34/76 B of 
11 December 1979 and inclUded in the agenda of the Disarmament commi.sion since 
its fir.t .ub.tantive •••• ion in 1979 at the reque.t of the Chairman of the 
Special Committee again.t Apartheid (A/CN.lO/4), following the conclusions of 
the United Nation. Seminar on Nuclear Collaboration with South Africa. held at 
London in February 1979. 

·5. In consideration of the item the Commission reaffirms with reg~rd to South 
AfricQ the concern already expres.ed in paragraph 12 of the Final DOcument of 
the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly (General Assembly resolution 
S-10/2). In this respect, the Commission strongly recommends that the General 
Assembly renew its call upon all States to adhere strictly to the relevant 
decisions of the Security Council. 

-6. The proliferation of nuclear weapons to any count~ is a matter of serious 
concern to the world. South Africa's introduction of nuclear weapons to the 
African continent, and particularly in such a volatile region a. southern 
Africa, not only would be a severe blow to worldwide efforts at 
non-proliferation but also upset many year.' effort. to spare the African 
continent from the nuclear-arms race in accordAnce with the Organization of 
African unity (OAU) Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa. 

-7. The Commission notes the 1977 replrts of the discovery ~f preparations for 
... _. __ , ___ •• ______ .. __ .... _.16.._ .1_ ........ ___ '" _1- __ .1 ..:l ____ .a.. __ .::I ... ____ ..... __ '-_ ...... 1..._ 
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22 September 1979 u'l,f(;lnt in tho South AtlWltic. Tilese reports and the report of 
the Secretary-General on South Africa's plan and capability in the nuclear field 
(A/35/401 and Corr.l) and the report of the United Nations Institute for 
Disarmament Research (A/39/470) have caused legitimate and particular concern to 
the African States and the international community. in general. 

-s. The Commission recommends that the General Assembly bring to the Security 
Council's attention the grave consequences of the development of any sort of 
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nuclear-weapons capability by South Africa and its implications for the security 
of African States, the p~oliferation of nuclear weapons, and the collective 
decision of the African States regarding the denuclearization of Africa, which 
has been endorsed by the General Assembly. 

"9. The Commission considers it at variance with the dftvelopment of friendly 
relations and cooperation among States to assist South Africa in the development 
of a nuclear-weapon programme enabling the regime to pursue a policy of 
destabilization against the countries of the African continent. In this 
respect, the Commission underscores security Council resolution 591 (1986), in 
which the Council requested all States to refrain from any collaboration with 
South Africa in the nuclear field which will contribute to the development and 
manufacture by South Africa of nuclear weapons and nuclear explosive devices. 

"10. All StateS end international organizations have the duty and responsibility 
to contribute to the efforts towards the elimination of apartheid. In addition, 
Member States should fully implement Security Council resolution 418 (1977), 
unanimously adopted by the Security Council, in which, inter alia, the Council 
called upon Member States to refrain from any cooperation with South Africa in 
the development and manufacture of nuclear weapons. It is, therefore, the 
responsibility of the international community to ensure that effective and 
concrete measures are taken to stop the development of its nuclear-weapons 
capability. To this end, the Disarmament Commission recommends that: 

"(a) States should cease forthwith all collaboration with South Africa in 
the military and nuclear field which may contribute, directly or indirectly, to 
the development of its nuclear-weapons capability. 

"(b) In the light of Security Council resolutions 418 (1977), 558 (1984) 
and 591 (1986), the Disarmament Commission recommends that the General Assembly 
should urge all States to observe scrupulously their obligstions concerning the 
arms embargo against South Africa. The Security Council should continue to 
monitor closely the implementation of the arms embargo against South Africa in 
all its aspects in order to prevent any form of assistance to the development of 
its nuclear-weapons capability and the Secretary-General should report thereon 
periodically to the General Assembly. 

"(c) All States should consider and respect the continent of Africa as a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 
2033 (XX) of 3 December 1965, in which the Assembly endorsed the Declaration on 
the Denuclearization of Africa adopted in 1964 by the Assembly of Heads of State 
and Government of the Organization of African Unity. To thiR end, the General 
Assembly should request the Secretary-General to offer such assistance as OA'J 
may require to advance the realization of these objectives. 

N(d) The Commission would consider it an important step if South Africa 
accedes to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and calls upon 
South Africa to place all its nuclear facilities and installations under 
fullscope IAEA safeguards. To this end, the Commission recommends that the 
General Assembly should request IAEA to report to the Assembly on its 
implementation. 

I . .. 



A/51/18'1./aev.l 
English 
Page 44 

"(e) South Atrica should practise transparency and openness in it. military 
affair. in order to allow for full a •• e.sment of it* activiti.s in the military 
and nuclear field by the international community and in particular by its 
neighbouring Stat ••• 

"(f) The Commission recommends further that the Secretary-General should 
follow DIOre closely' South Africa'. evolution in the nuclear field and report 
regularly to the General A8aembly on the i~lementation of these recommendations 
and on all new developments which would require the attention of the 
international community." 

I. Review of the role of the United Nations 
in the field of disarmament· 

"1. The primary purpose of the United Nations is to maintain international 
peace and security. The United Nations constitutes the only universal forum 
where all Member Stat.s contribute to the process of disarmament. Its role and 
reuponsibilities in this field are exercised through institutional arrangements 
which Member States should utilize to fullest possible extent. In this 
cor~ection, the effectiveness of the Organization in the field ot disarmament 
should be strengthened and the work of its bodies improved. 

"2. All States Members of the United Nations are committed to the purposes of 
the Charter of the United Nations and therefore must strictly observe its 
principles. They must also observe other relevant and generally accepted 
principles of international law relating to the maintenance of international 
peace and security. Furthermore, genuine and lasting peace should be sought 
through their observance and the speedy conclusion of concrete disarmament 
measure. leading to general and complete disarmament under effective 
international control. Multilateral agreements on measures of disarmament play 
an important role in contributing to the maintenance of international ~eace and 
security. 

"3. All the peoples of the world have a vital interest in the success of 
disarmament negotiations. While disarmament is the rc"ponsibility of all 
Stat •• , the nuclear-weapon State., in particular those among them which possess 
the most important nuclear arsenals, have a special responsibility for n~clear 
disarmament and, together with other militarily significant States, for halting 
and reversing the arma race. It was noted that- in discharge of this 
responsibility important initial steps had been taken leading in this direction, 
and that further negotiations among some of those States were in progress . 

• ,. The United Nations should suncort and facilitate all disarmament eftorts -
unilateral, bilateral, regional a~d multilateral - and bp kept duly informed, 
through the General Assembly or any other appropriate United Nations channel 
reaching all Members of the Organization, of developments in disa~ent efforts 
outside its aegis, without prejudice; to the progress of negotiations. 

• Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-fifth Se!'lsion, 
Supplement No. 42 (A/4S/42), para. 32. 
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"5. All States should give due account and consideration to recommendations by 
the United Nation., including the Final Document of the Tenth S~ecial Session of 
the General ~sembly, the first special 8ession devoted to di8ar~nt, which 
was adopted by consensus, and act in accordance with the obligations they have 
assumed. All Stat.s have the right and the duty to be concerned with and to 
contribute to efforts in the field of di.armament as stipulated in the Final 
Document of the Tenth Special S ••• ion of the General Assembly. 

-6. Disarmament, development, relaxation of international ten.ion, respect for 
the right to •• If-determination and n~tional independence, non-interference in 
internal affairs of States. respect for human rights. the peaceful settlement of 
disput.. in accordance with the Charter and the strengthening of international 
peace and •• curity are relatad to each other. Progress in any of these spheres 
has a beneficial effect on all of them; in turn, failure in one sphere can have 
negative effects on the others. 

"1. The i~rovement in the international security &ituation facilitates 
sustained progress in the field of disarmament. Equally, the conclusion of 
concrete disarmament agreements strengthens international peace and security. 
War, in particular nuclear war. must be prevented. Disarmament should be 
pursued in the context of strengthening international peace and security. in 
compliance with the Charter of the United Nations. 

-S. The Conference on DisarmAment has a unique character and importance aM the 
single multilateral disarmament negotiating body, and it is important that it 
continue to discharge it. substantive responsibilities. The Conference on 
Disa~nt has a unique relationship with the United Nations. The Co~ission 
affirma that the work of the Conference is of great relevance to the M~rs of 
the United Nations. Accordingly, the General Assembly welcomes the decision of 
the Conference on Di.armament to improve its performance so as better to fulfil 
its responsibilities, implement its decisions at the earliest opportunity, to 
cOn$ider furtbflr questions related to ita improved and effective functioning, to 
cOn8ider the r lestion of the expansion of its membership, aa well as the 
facilitatio~ of the participation of States not members of the Conference. 

-g. The Security Council, having regard to its special status and 
respon.ibilities pursuant to the relevant provisions of the Charter, should 
continue to ensure the effectiveness of its central role \.ith regard to the 
maintenance of international peace and security, keeping in mind the 
interrelationship existing between disarmament, international peace and 
security. 

"10. The General Assembly constitutes the main deliberative organ of the United 
Nations in the field ~f disnrmament and should continue to promote disarmament 
and to facilitate the achievement of disarmament agreements among States, by the 
following means: 

-(a) Special sessions of the General Assembly devoted to disa~ent have 
contributed to strengthening international cooperation in the field of 
disarmament. Special sessions should be convened as appropriate to consider 
relevant issues such as to review and assess the reDults of the efforts of 
Member States and of the United Nations in promoting deliberations and 
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negotiations on all relevant issue. of disarmament, and to endeavour to provide 
recommendations and guidance regarding measures in the field of disarmAment; 

"(b) The First Committee of the General Assembly should continue to serve 
as its Main Committee dealing with disarmament and related international 
security questions. The First Committee should make the necessary improvements 
in its methodS and procedures of work with a view to increasing its efficiency. 
In this regard, each succeeding chairman should continue to hold consultations 
with a view to refining further the practices and procedures of the Committee. 
To this end, the First Committee should take into account, inter alia, the 
recommendations contained in General As.embly resolution 42/42 N of 
30 November 1987 and should continue to endeavour to expand ~reas of consensus. 
Bearing in mind the increasing importance that the international community 
attaches to the items on the agenda of the Conference on Disarmament, 
appropriate attention should be given to the consideration of the reports of the 
Conference. The First Committee should devote a portion of its work programme 
to consider. under the appropriate agenda items, the annual report of the 
Conference; 

"(c) The Disarmament Commission, as the specialized deliberative body 
within the United Nations multilateral disarmament machinery, allows for in
depth deliberations leading to the submission of concrete recomm~ndation8 on 
specific disarmament issues. In order to improve the efficiency of its work, it 
should fully implement the decision concerning the ways and means to enhance its 
functioning. Such an undertaking would enable it to continue to playa 
constructive role within the United Nations disarmament machinery. 

"11. In the exercise of his role as envisaged in the Charter, the Secretary
General facilitat.s the discharge of the responsibilities of the United Nations 
regarding the maintenance of international peace and security. All States 
should give the Secretary-General maximum support to enable him to discharge. as 
effectively as possible, his responsibilities under the Crarter. In the 
exercise of his role, the Secretary-General should be assisted by an adequat&ly 
staffed and funded Department for Disarmament Affairs. The resources accorded 
to the Department should be commensurate with the requirements of its mandated 
tasks in so far as the budgetary restraints of the United Nations permit. The 
role of the Department for Disar~nt Affairs in assisting the Secretary
General in his coordination of the activities of the United Nations and relevant 
specialized agencies in the field of disarmameQt should be strengthened. When 
agreed by the parties, the secretary-General of the United Nations should 
continue to serve as depositary of the legal instruments of multilateral 
disarmament agreements. 

"12. In light of the modifications to the functioning of the Secretary-General's 
Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters introduc~d by the Secretary-General in 
1989, including the changing of its title, the Advisory Board should continue to 
playa useful role. particularly in its dual capacity as the Secretary-General's 
Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters, as well as the Board of Trustees of the 
United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research; it could benefit from wider 
contacts with prominent persons and institutions possessing expertise relevant 
to the Board's work. 
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"13. In accordance with the atatute and the autonomous status of the United 
Nations Institute for Disarmament Research. ite work should continue to be 
indePtildent-research-oriented. of a high academic standard and of practical 
value. The Institute should strengthen its cooperation with national and 
regional research institutes in the field of disarmament. More financial 
contributions would ensure a greater viability and the development of the 
Institute. 

"14. The Ad Hoc Commdttee on the Indian Ocean ia a preparatory body ta&ked with 
the completion of organizational and substantive issues related to the convening 
of a Conference in Colombo which would seek to implement th~ Declaration of the 
Indian Ocean a •• zone of peace. It is the view of those voting in favour of 
General Aasembly resolution 44/320 that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean 
should continue to fulfil its mandate. 

"15. Without prejudice to the outcome of its ongoing .ssessment. the World 
Disarmament Campaign, as a global information programme, should continue its 
contributions ~ info~ng. educating, and generating public understanding and 
support for the objective. of the United Nations in the field of arms limitation 
and disarmament in a balanced, factual and objective manner. Member States and 
other entities are encouraged to broaden the financial base of support of the 
Campaign with further voluntary contributions as well as to cooperate by other 
means .0 as to increase its effectiveness, The Commission recommends that .11 
Member States should continue to mark the observance of Disarmament Week, which 
was proclaimed ~ the General Assembly at its first special session devoted to 
di.armament, •• a week devoted to fostering the objectives of disarmament. It 
note. that this annual observance would continue to play an important role in 
promoting the objectives of the World Disarmament Campaign. 

"16. The regional centres for peace and disarmament should continue to 
contribute to the promotion of disarmament. mutual confidence. peace and 
aecurity. In addition, the activities of these centres would further enhance 
the objectives of the World Di.a~t C~aign, In order to ensure the 
effective functioning and viability of the regional centres, the Disarmament 
Commission encourages Member State. as well a8 other entiti •• to make 
contributions to the •• centres. 

-17. The United Nations Disarmament Fellowship, Training and Advisory Services 
Programme contributes usefully to the development of greater expertise in 
disar.mament issues in Member States. Consequently, the Programme should be 
continued in accordanc~ with guidelines approved by the General Assembly at its 
thirty-third and fortieth sessions. duly taking into account in the yearly 
selection of fellows, the principle of adequate representation of developing 
countries and the neBd for rotation among States,-
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J. 18Bues related to conventional disarmament· 

"1. The Working Group recalled the priorities in disarmament established by the 
General Assembly in the Final Docwnent of its Tenth Sptlcial Seuion, the first 
special session devoted to disarmament. a8 stated in paragraph 45, namely: 
nuclear weapons; other weapons of mass destruction, including chemical weapons; 
conventional weapons, including any which may be deemed to be excessively 
inju:dou8 or to have indiacriminate effects; and reduction of armed force.. As 
stated in paragraph 46 of the Final Document, nothing should prech'de States 
from conducting negotiations on all prio~ity items concurrently. 1~e Group took 
into account the principles derived from the Final Document which ptt'· ... idad the 
perspective on and addressed the subjects of the conventional arms race and 
conventional disarmament as identified in paragraph 8 of the S~udy on 
Conventional Disarmament (A/39/348). 

"2. In dealing with the subject-matter before it in the context established in 
paragraph 4 above, the Group recalled that ~ince the Second World War there has 
been a large number of armed conflicts fought with conventional weapons. It was 
noted that certain conflicts continue and pose a threat to regional and global 
peace and security. The Group, however, took account of the recent overall 
amelioration in the international situation and the trend towarda the peaceful 
settlement of various regional conflicts, the important role played in that 
regard by the United Nations and the possible positive implications of these 
developments for efforts related to disarmament. 

-3. Attention was given to recent developments in relation to Europe, which has 
the highest concentration of arms and armed forces. The successful conclusion 
in January 1989 of the CSCE Follow-up Meetin~ in Vienna led to further 
negotiations in the field of confidence- and security-building measures as well 
as the new Negotiation on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe, both within the 
framework of the CSCE process. The Group, reca'ling General Assembly 
resolutions 41/86 L, 43175 P and 44/116 I. welcc..uled the progress made and 
considered that positive results in these negotiations would serve to improve 
security and develop cooperation in Europe, thereby contributing to 
international peace and security in the world as a whole. 

"4. Attention was also given to the agreement in 1987 between Costa Rica, 
Guatemalu, Honduras, Nicaragua and El Salvador on a procsdure for the 
establishment of a firm and lasting peace in Central America and subsequent 
declarations and agreements, which include important steps towards disa~ent. 
The Group welcomed these declarations and agreements which would serve to 
promote security and develop cooperation in the region. They constitute an 
important contribution to international peace and security. 

"S. The Group identified a number of issues and possible measures in the field 
of conventional arms reductions and disarmament which are set out below. 

• See Offici.al Records of the Genera~ AssemblYI Fortx-fifth Session.. 
Supplement No. 42 (A/45/42) , para. 34. 
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"6. The accumulation and increasing sophistication of conventional arlU8 in 
various regions of the world. particularly by those State. with the largest 
military arsenals. have grave implications for international peace and security. 
Agreements or other measures in the field of conventional disarmament therltfore 
should be resolutely pursued on a bilateral. regional and multilateral basis. 
due accoWlt being taken of paragraph 83 of the Final Document. Whereas States 
with the largest military arsenals have a special re.ponsibility in pursuing the 
process of conventional disarmament. it i. in~umbant upon all States. while 
taking into accoWlt the need to protect their security and maintain necessary 
defensive capabilities. to intensify their efforts and take. either on their own 
or by agreement. appropriate steps in the field of conventional disarmament that 
would enhance peace and security in their regions as well as globally and 
contribute to overall progress towards the goal of general and complete 
disarmament. 

"7. The limitation and reduction of conventional arms and armed forces could 
relwte to weapons and manpower. and include their deployment. The objective of 
~onventional disarmament measures should be undiminished or increased security 
at the lowest possible level of armaments and military forces. Weapons and 
equipment which are the subject of conventional forces reductions agreements 
should not be transferred. directly or indirectly, to States not party to the 
agreement in question. The principal method of dealing with such reductions 
should be destruction. 

"S. The States members of two major military alliances have made progress 
towards an early agreement on substantial reduction of their conventional armed 
forces in Europ6; they are urged to continue their intensive efforts to this end 
in order to fulfil the mandate of their negotiations which is to achieve 
increased security at lower levels of forces and to eliminate the capability for 
surprise attack and large-scale offensive action. 

"9. In relation to negotiations on conventional disarmament, consciots of 
paragraph 83 of the Final Document of SSOD I. States should take into account & 
number of factors. such as: circumstances prevailing in a particular region; 
the quantitative and qualitative aspects of the forces which are the subject of 
negotiations; the importance of a basis of comparable data; asymmetries that 
might exist among various countries as a result of historical. geographical and 
other factors; the naed to eliminate military asymmetries which are prejudicial 
to security; the need of States to protect their security. bearing in mind the 
inherent right of self-defence and the right of peoples to self-determination 
and independence; the various significant implications of military strategies; 
the need to take steps to eliminat~ the capability for surprise attack and 
offensive action; and the implications of arms transfers. 

"10. Although negotiations should be undertaken to facilitate and achieve 
substantial disarmament, and ultimately gel'leral and complete dis:>nnament, 
unilateral measures could be taken in order to enhance regional und global peace 
and security. 

"11. Taking into consideration the progress accomplished in the field of 
conventional disarmament, the important role of efforts at disarmament on a 
regional scale must be recogni7.ed. The regional approach to disarmament is one 
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of the ••• .utial elements in global effort.. Regional disarmament measur •• 
should be taken at the initiative and with the participation of Stat •• concerned 
and must take into account the specific characteristic. of each region. In 
regions Where tensions may be high and a potential for conflict may exist, 
measure. aimed at reducing tensions could lead to reductions and restrictions on 
military deployments by all State. concerned and thus contribute to 
strengthening confidence and intelrn11tional peace and security. 

-12. Although confidence-building measures, whether military or non-military. 
cannot •• rve as a substitute for concrete disarmament measure •• they can play an 
important role in facilitating progress towards disarmament in that they 
alleviate mistrust and thus enhance international cooperation and security, 
whether they are taken unilaterally, bilaterally or multilaterally. 
Consequently, the value of such measures was emphasized, it being understood 
that they should always be so designed as to take into account the specific 
situation in and characteristics of the region in question. 

-13. Conventional disarmament agreement. must provide for adequate and effective 
measure. for their verification satisfactory to all partie. concern.~ in order 
to create the nece.sary confidence and to ensure that the agreamants are being 
obaerved. The Group noted that the Secretary-General, upon the request of the 
General A.sembly and with the assistance of a group of qualified governmental 
experts. is undertaking an in-depth study of the role of the United Nations in 
the field of verification. 

-14. As appropriate, negotiations on measures of conventional disarmament should 
a180 cover such types of conventional weapons as encompa.. radicallY new 
technique. arising from ~litative technological advances. 

-15. The global expenditure on arms and armed forcea, by far the lar~est part of 
which is attributable to conventional arms and armed forces, represents a 
mas.ive consumption of resource. for potentially destructive purposes in a stark 
contrast to the urgent need for social and economic development and for 
increased international cooperation in those fields. Reduction in military 
expenditure Qy releasin~ resources coul~, therefore, entail benefits both in the 
eocial and economic fields as well as in the political field. 

-16. Arma transfers can have serious implications for conventional disarmament. 
as recalled in the Final Document. Arms transf,!r. should be addressed in 
conjunction with the questions of maintaining international peace and .ecurity, 
reducing international ten.ien, enhancing confidence, and promoting di.armament 
aa well as social and economic development. Restraint and greater openness can 
help in this respect and contribute to the promotion of int&rn&tional peace and 
•• cu~ity. Iu thi. ~V»tVAt, th; wrMY~ C~=~~::=== e! illi~!t tr=f~i~ in e~ 
deserve substantive consideration. The Group noted that the Secretary-General, 
upon the request of the General A8sembly and with the assistunee of a group of 
qualified governmental experts, is undertaking an in-depth study of ways and 
means of promoting transparency in international transfers of conventional arms 
on a universal and non-discriminatory basis. 

"17. Taking into account the priorities in disarmament set out in the Final 
DocUl.lent, the subject of conventional disarmarn'3nt should continua to be actively 
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pursued in the United Nations .s one significant contribution to the endeavours 
of the international community towards general and complete disarmament under 
effective international control. In addition to deliberations by the 
Disarmament Commis.ion on how to facilitate the process of conventional 
di.armament, it would be welcome if the Conference on Disarmament were to 
addres. the i.sue of conventional disarmament when practicable. The United 
Nations should be kept duly informed of developments in disarmament efforts 
outside its aegis, without prejudice t~ the progress of negotiations.-

K. Declaration of the 1990. pi the Third Disarmament Decade* 

-1. The present Declaration of the 1990s as the Third Disarmament Decade is 
addressed to the global community, and deals with the hopes and aspirations of 
people for lasting p~ace and security. 

-2. After a period of heightened tensions, the latter part of the decade of the 
1980s saw a noticeable i=provement in the way many States conducted their 
relations with one another. Despite this fa~ourarle trend, the specific goals 
of the Second Disarmament Decade were not fully realized. 

w3. In a world of growing int£rdependence, it is essential for the 
international community to stimulate and deepen awareness of the common 
interests of the global society and of the universal interest in achieving 
disarmament and strengthening international peace and security. The challenges 
facing tho international community today are enormous. Accordingly, the 
solution of these difficult and complex issues will require the political will 
of States in conducting dialogue and negotiations and in promoting international 
cooperation, including confidence-building measures aimed at reducing tensions 
and the risk of military confrontation among States, bearing in mind specific 
conditions prevailing in the region concerned. It will also require 
acknowledgement of the profound interrelationship of questions relating to 
aisarmament, social ana economic development and environmental protection. 

-4. The international community stands on common ground in determining to make 
progress in the 19908 by resolutely pursuing disarmament along with other 
efforts necessary f~r attaining genuine peace and security. As members of the 
international community, we have identified the following common goals. In the 
nuclear field. we must continue urgently to seek early reductions in, and the 
eventual elimination of, nuclear weapons and work towards a comprehensive 
nuclear-teat ban. To achieve the objective of non-proliferation in all its 
aspects, all States are encouraged to make every effort further to strengthen 
the non-proliferation regime and other measures to halt and prevent the 
proliferation of nuclear weapons. The aim of the international community should 
be to promote cooperation in the peac~ful use of nuclear energy on a 
non-discr1minatory basiS and under agreed and appropriate international 
safeguards. The prevetltion of an arms race in outer space remains an important 

* See Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-fifth Session, 
~lement No. 42 (A/45/42), para. 35; adopted subsequently by the General 
Assembly (resolution 45/62 A, annex). 
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area to be further addressed. Many States a180 8ee the need to address naval 
confidence-building measures and disarmament issues. In the conventional field, 
we must se~k reductions in arms and armed forces in ~ll areas of the world and, 
in particular, where levels of concentrations of armaments are highest. In this 
regard, we urgently seek the successful conclusion of the negotiations on 
conventional forces in Europe. We aim for continued consideration of arms 
transfers in all their aspects. In the chemical field, we must work for the 
earliest conclusion of a convention on the prohibition of the development, 
production, stockpiling and use of all chemical weapons and on their 
destruction. The international community also calls for strict compliance with 
the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, PoisonOUS or 
Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, signed at Geneva on 
17 June 1925. lil As further steps forward, openness and transparency on all 
appropriate military matters should be developed, the scope and techniques of 
verification advanced, the use of science and technology for peaceful purposes 
promoted and non-military threats to security addressed. All other initiatives 
to halt and reverse the arms race, in particular the nuclear-arms race, in both 
its qualitative and quantitative aspects deserve careful conSideration. Such 
initiatives include the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones on the basis 
of arrangements freely arrived at among States of the region concerned and the 
creation of zones of peace under appropriate conditions defined and determined 
freely by the States concerned in the zone. In the pursuit of the foregoing 
goals, the international community acknowledges the particular responsibility of 
countries with the largest military aruenals. Resources freed through 
disarmament eould be used for the benefit of a balanced world development. 
These goals should be included in a comprehensive programme of disarmament, 
which should be coneluded at an appropriate time. 

-5. The United Nations will continue to foster multilateral cooperation for 
disarmament, wherein bilateral ar.d regional etforts can be complementary and 
mutually supportive in attaining the purposes and principles of the United 
Nations. The international community can further promote disarmament through 
the United Nations ~ building upon its achievements in this field, including 
the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly 
(resolution S-10/2), which was adopted by consensu~. 

-6. The international community affirms the positive role that an informed 
public can play in the process of disarmament by promoting constructive and 
realistic dialogue on issues related to disarmament. In this regard, the 
pursuit of the World Disarmament Campaign and the observance of Disarmament Week 
will continue to playa useful role. Reflecting a growing understanding and 
commitment in dealing with the global problems of peace and security, it 
recognizes that non-governmental organizations play an invaluable role. It also 
supports an enhanced role for women in developing the conditions for enduring 
peace. 

-7. As the world movqs towards the twenty-first century, it is evident that 
future generations will need increasing knowledge and understanding of the 
interdependent nature of life on the planet. Education on international peace 

151 League of Nations, Treaty Sel'ies, vol. XCIV (1929), No. 2138. 
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and •• curity i.au811 will play a fundamental part in allowing every individual to 
realize hi. or her role a. a r •• ponsible member of the world community." 

L· Guidelines and recommendations for objective information on 
military matters· 

"1. In order to promote increased openness and transparency on military matters 
and to assist greater comprehension of the dangers of the arma race in all its 
aapects and of de.tabilizing accumulations of arms inconsistent with legitimate 
security needs and to contribute to faster progress towards the goal of general 
and complete disarmament under effective international control, the United 
Nations disarmament Commission, bearing in mind the relevant provisions of the 
Charter of the United Nations and the relevant paragraphs of the Final Document 
of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly, the first special sessi~n 
devoted to disarmament (resolution S-10/2); taking into account the Guidelines 
for appropriate types of confidence-building measures and for the implementation 
of such meaaures on a global or regional level, as adopted by the commission at 
its 1988 substantive session, and relevant General Assembly resolutions, has 
developed the following guidelines for objective information on mdlitary 
matters. 

"Objectives 

"2. Objective information on military ~tters, though not an end in itself may, 
through a dynamic process over time, serve among others the following purposes: 

"- To encourage openness and transparency on military matters in order to 
build confidence, enhance mutual trust and contribute to the 
relaxation of tension and to promote specific disarmament agreements 
and other concrete disarmament measures; 

e_ To facilitate the process of arms limitation, reduction and 
elimination, as well as reduction of armed forcds, and the 
verification of compliance with obligations assumed in these areas; 

"- To assist states in determining the level of forces and armaments 
sufficient for an adequate defensive capability; 

To increase the predictability of military activities and to avert 
crbes and reduce the risk of mili-,ary cunflict, whether intentional 
or unintentional, ~ heading off danverous errors or misperceptions 
that could generate or precipitate them; 

"- To promote greater public understanding and di~cussion of disarmament 
and security-related issues; 

• Official Records of the General Assembly. Forty-seventh Session, 
Supplement No. 42 (A/47/42), annex I. 
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thereby le.ding to strengthened inter~ational peace and security. global as well 
as regional, and providing undiminished security of all States at the lowest 
po •• ible level of armaments. 

-Principles 

-3. The Charter of the United Nationa must be strictly obBe.7ved. The purposes 
and principle. of the Charter enshrined in Articles 1 and 2 are particularly 
relevant in the context of the provision of objective information on military 
matter •• 

-,. Actions of State. relating to objective information on military matter, 
should be governed b.V the following: 

-- All State. have the re.pons~bility to provide objective information on 
military matters and the right of acc •• s to such information; 

W_ The provision of objective information on m,ilitary matters should be 
based on the principle of non-intervention in the internal affairs of 
State., which includes not only armed intervention but also other 
form. of interference; 

W_ Objective information on military matters should be made accessible to 
~e public of all State. to the maximum degree possible consistent 
with national security and the provisions of related agreements; 

Bearing in mind the duty of all Statee to provide objective 
information on military matters, the States with the largest and most 
sophiaticated arsenals bave a special responsibility in providing 
information; 

-- Hea.ur •• to promote openness and transparency in military matters, at 
both the global and the regional level, should take into account the 
legitimate security needs of States and the principle of undiminished 
security at the lowest possible level of armaments; 

-- The provision of objective information on military matters, in the 
regional context. should take account of the .pecific characteristics, 
degree of stability and political climate in each particular region in 
relation to ~ practical level of information necessary to promote 
openness and trGnSparency, with the 1im of contributing to confiden~e 
and stability; 

.- Any field of military activity, component ot armea torces of ~~a~es or 
their armaments, whether on their own territories, territories of 
other States or elsewhere, including outer space or the high sea., 
could be considered for the provision of objective information on 
military matters, including on nuclear weapons, other weapons of mass 
destruction, and conventional weapons, as appropriate; 

W_ States should p,,'omote, through consultations on their own initiative, 
practical measures on the exchange of objective information on 
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military matters. in the light of their specific situation and 
political. military and .ecurity conditions; 

-- The priorities in disarmament established by the General Assembly in 
paragraphs 45 and 46 of the Final Document of its Tenth Special 
S •• sion should be duly taken into consideration. whenever applirable 
measure. relating to objective information on ~litary matters are 
taken; 

-- The information to be provided und&r agreements or arrangements tor 
the exchange of objective information on military matters should be 
cOn8istynt in volume, range and quality with the objectives identified 
by the parties. The data should be accurate. comparable and provided 
on a reciprocal basis and may, if deemed necessary by the parties, be 
subj.ct to verification; 

-- Exchange of information in the context of disa~nt agreements or 
measures should be designed to meet the specific provisions of such 
accorda; 

-- Info~tion obtained under specific agreements may be restricted to 
the participants; 

-- Heasures to promote openness and transparency may be unilateral, 
hi lateral or multilateral, sabregional, regional or global. and may 
use the potential of the United Nations; 

-- Such measures should be carried out in harmony with other efforts to 
build confidence, to promote disarmament and to strengthen security; 

-- A8 an important confidence-building measure, the provision of 
objective information on military matters can both promote. and in its 
turn be promoted by, improvement in the political climate among States 
conce1neci. 

-~ 

-5. The potential for increase of openness and transparency through provision 
or «xchange of objective information on military matters in all its aspects is 
as ~ide a. the whole military field. The scope of any particular exercise will 
depend on the objective pursued and should be defined in Accordance with the 
foregoing principles through consultations on an equal footing by parties 
concerned and can be adjusted, as nece~sary, upon their agreement. 

-Mechanisms 

-6. The foregoing objectives should be pursued in accordance with the foregoing 
principles through L range of mechanisms to promote the provision of objective 
information on military matters in a comprehensive and equitable manner, both 
within the United Nations system and outside it. 
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-7. The United Na~ions should promote the provision of objective information on 
military matters, inter alia, through: 

-- Relevant guidelines and other recommendations developed by the 
Disarmament Commission. 

-- Collection and publication of information on military budgets provided 
by Member States on the basis of its standardized reportin~ system or 
possible future improvement thereof; 

-- Maintenance of the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms; 

-- United Nations studies carried out in accordance with General Assembly 
resolutions; 

-- Related activities of the United Nations regional centres for peace 
and disarmament; 

-- Research performed under the aegis of the United Nations Institute for 
Disa~nt Research; 

Operatiou of appropriate databases in accordance with the provisions 
of relevant resolutions and provision of advisory services, if 
requested by Member States. 

In addition, if requested by the parties and subject to tho availability of 
appropriate resources, the United Nations can assist in data collection and 
dissemination in the context of multilateral treaties on arms limitation and 
disarmament, as is already the case with respect to the Biological Weapons 
Convention. 

-8. The Conference on Disarmament can play an important role in promoting the 
provision of objective information on military matters through measures agreed 
upon by its members, in accordance with its rules of procedure. 

-9. Unilateral measures as well as bilateral, subregional, regional and other 
multilateral arrangements should also be utilized for the provision of objective 
infor~tion on military n~,ters. 

-ijocoromendations 

-10, In the light of the foregoing objectives and principles, and with the aim 
of enh4ncin~ the security of all States, the following recommendations are 

__ .. ,_~~ _ ... __ 1 ..& ____ .... J ... .-. 

QI..Le."eU .LU..L ~uUt.t.&.U'CI.&.Q~.l.U". 

-11. Tile United Nations standardized system of reporting on military 
expenait;ures, which has attracted a growing number of participating States, 
should continue in operation and could be further improved as a global basis foe 
the provision of objectively and comprehensively comparable information On such 
expenditures. 
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-12. The United Nations Register of Conventional Arms phould be operated and 
further developed on the basis of the relevant resolution of the General 
Assembly and the process set out therein, which is commended to the Member 
Stat ••• 

-13. States should, in the meantime, take practical measures, on the basis of 
existing agreements, where applicable, and within appropriate forums, to 
incr.ase openness and transparency in military matters through the provision of 
objective information, including on nuclear weapons, other weapons of mass 
destruction, the transfer of high technology with military applications, imports 
and exports of conventional a~, military holdings, procurement through 
national production and relevant polici~ •• 

-14. Individual States and groups of States should consider formulating 
arrangements, freely arrived at between themselves, to promote the direct flow 
and exchange of information. 

-15. The General Assembly should consider the establishment of groups of experts 
to study way. and means of ensuring greater comparability of nationally supplied 
data. The objective of greater co~arability could also be promoted through the 
exchange of information and cooperation among interested Member States on 
statistical metboda.-

M. Guidelines and recommendations for regional approaches 
to disannament within the context of global security· 

-I. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN REGIONAL DISARMAMENT, 
ARMS LIMITATION AND GLOBAL SECURITY 

-1. Regional and global a~proaches to disarmament and arms limitation 
complement each other and both Rhould be pursued simultaneously in order to 
promote regional and international peace and security. 

-2. The regional ~pDroach to disarmament and arms limitation is one of the 
ea.ential elements i., global efforts to strengthen international peace and 
aecurity. 

"3. Effective measures for disarmament ~d arms limitation ~t the global level, 
particularly in the field of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass 
destruction, as w~ll as in the field of conventional weapons, have a positive 
impact on regional disarmament and armL limitation efforts . 

• ~. ~aviu,~l ~QUU.G~ un diZarl~~t w.~d "~~ li=it~tio~ ~~z tw~~ i~tc w~~cwnt 
the relationship between security in the region and international security as a 
whole, bearing in mind that the scope and ext~n~ ~L such measures could be 
affected by extraregional factors. 

* Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-eighth Session, 
Supplement No. 42 (A/48/42), annex II. 
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"5. Regional measur.s on disarmament and arms limitation should lead to the 
relaxation of tension in the region concerned. and may have G positive bearing 
outside the region. 

"6. Regional and interregional agreements on disarmament and arma limitation 
should enhance global security. 

"7. Global agreements On disarmament and arms limitation should enhance 
regional security. 

-S. Regional measures on disarmament and arms limitation contribute to the 
achievement of goals and principles for disarmament at the global level. 

"II. PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES 

"9. Any regional arrangement for diaaxuwnent and arms limitation should be in 
conformity with the Charter of the United Nations and international law. 

"10. Regional arrangements for disarmament and arms limitation should be 
consistent. inter alia. with the principle of non-intervention in the internal 
affairs of States, which includes not only armed intervention, but also other 
forms of interference, as such arrangements have to be freely agr~ed upon by the 
State. concerned. 

"11. Regional disarmament efforts should be pursued in a fair t reasorable, 
comprehensive and balar . .!ed manner. 

-12. The States participating in regional arrangements for disarmament and .rma 
limdtation should define. a. appropriate, the region to which tnG arrangements 
among them apply. 

"13. Regional arrangement. for disarmament &nd arms limitation should be open to 
the participation of all the States concerned and agreed freely among them on 
the basis of the principle of the sovereign equality of all States. 

"14. Any regional approach to disarmament and arms limitation has to take into 
account the specific conditions &,d characteristics of the region. 

"15. Regional approaches to disarmament and arms limitation should take into 
account the necessity to address broader. non-military fGctors which may affect 
•• curity. 

-16. Regional arrangements for disarmament and arms limitation may also ~ree 
resources of participating States for peaceful purposes, inter alj~. the 
promotion of economic and social development of States. 

"17. Regional arrangements for disarmament and arms limitation should have no 
harmful effects on the security of other s~~' ~8. 

"18. Regional arrangements for disarmament and urffiG limitation sh~uld give 
prio~ity to the elimination of the most destabilizing military capubilitioo and 

I . .. 



A/51/182/Rev.l 
Inglish 
Page 59 

imbalancQB, including, where appropriate, in the field of nuclear weapons and 
other weapons of mass destruction. 

"19. Regional approaches to disarmament and arms limitation can interact 
positively with other initiatives of a region to enhance its security. 

"20. Regional arrangements for disarmament and arms limitation should contribute 
to increaaing security and stability in the region at the lowest po.sible level 
of armaments and armed forces and on the basis of undiminished security for all 
the participating States. 

"21. With regard to nuclaar weapons and other weapons of mass destruction, the 
establishment of regional arrangements to prevent proliferation in all its 
.spects contributes to regional and intern~tional peace and security. 

"22. Where appropriate, regional arrangements for disarmament and arms 
limitation with a view to eliminating nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass 
destruction would contribute to regional and international peace and security. 

·23. Regional arrangements for disarmament and arms limitation should, taking 
into account the specific conditions and characteristics of the region, address 
in all its aspects the question of the accumulation of conventional weapons 
beyond the legitimate self-defence requirements of States. 

·24. Regional approaches and arrangements should seek to address all aspects of 
disarmament Mld arms limitation considered to be necessary by all of the 
participating States in the region and relevant to the specific security 
situation of the region concerned, and should use step-bY-step app~oaches 
whenever appropriate. 

"25. Regional arrangements for disaX'tnament and arms limitation should be pun'lued 
with ~articular urgency in regions where tensions and the accumulation of 
armaments are such as to pose serious threats and thus endanger regional and 
international peace and security. 

·~6. Regional arrangements for disarmament and arma limitation can produce a 
favourable atmosphere conducive to political settleiuent of regional disputes or 
conflicts. 

"27. The peaceful settlement of disputes in accordance with the purposes and 
pr.inciples of the Charter of the United Nations and other concrete actions to 
ease regional tensions and build confidence among the States of the region can 
create a political environment conducive to promoting aareements on disarmament 
and arms limitation. 

"28. Regional approaches to disarmament and arms limitation Elhould promote 
transparency and openness in military matters in order to build confidence among 
the States of the region concerned. 

"29. Regional arrangements for disHLffi&uent and arms limitation should include 
appropr:l.ate verification measures, an agreed upon by the parties concerned, to 
C:lsure compJ. iance. 
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"30. Extraregional States should respect regional agreements on disarmament and 
arms limitation and, where appropriate, consider entering into binding 
undertakings to complement such regional agreements. 

"31. Regional approaches to disarmament and arms limitation should take into 
account the need to give due priority to eradicating the illicit trade in all 
kinde of weapons and milita~ equipment, a most disturbing and dang6rous 
phenomenon often associated with terrorism, drug trafficking, organized crime, 
mercenary and other destabilizing activities. 

"III. WAYS AND MEANS 

"A. Confidence- and security-building measures 

-32. Appropriate confidence- and security-building measures which foster mutual 
trust and understanding, as well as transparency and openness, can defuse 
tensions and promote friendly relations among States. Furthermore, such 
measures can facilitate the disarmament and arms limitation process and can 
improve the prospectc for the peaceful settlement of disputes, thus contributing 
to maintaining and enhancing regional and international peace and security. 

"33. For confidence- and security-building measures at the regional level, 
attention i. drawn to the "Guidelines for appropriate types of confidence
building measures and for the implementation of such measures on a global or 
regional level", as adopted by the General Assembly (resolutiop 43/78 H of 
7 December 1988).!i1 Account could also be taken, a. appropriate, of the 
experiences gained through the implementation of measures and guidelines 
designed for the global level, as adopted by the General Assembly, as well as of 
meaSures developed in aome regions. An illustrative list of measures and 
guidelines is attached in the annex. 

-34. Bearing in mind the need to maintain and develop an integrated approa~h to 
international peace and security, regional arrangements aimed at building 
security and confidence need not be confined to the military field, but could, 
as appropriate, also extend to the political, economie, soeial, environmental 
and CUltural fields. 

"35. If felt necessary, verification of confidence- and security-building 
measures coula be considered, devised and adopted by the participating States. 

-36. In addition to regionaL confidence- and security-building measures, 
interregional ones could be adopted. 

161 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifteenth Special Secsion. 
Supplement No.3 (A/S-1S/3), para. 41. 
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-B. Disarmament and arms limitation agreeroent@ 

-37. Regional disarmament and arms liinitation agreements should come from within 
the region, take into accolmt the specific conditions and characteristics of the 
region, and be open to all States of the region. 

-38. Regional disarmament and arn~ limitation agreements should seek to ensure 
•• curity and stability at the lowest level of armaments and armed forces on the 
baais of undiminished security of States and eliminate the capability for 
large-scale offensive action and surprise attacks. States should not seek an 
armament and military spending level that exceeds their legitimate self-defence 
requirements. 

-39. Regional disa~nt and arms limitation agreements may inclUde those aimed 
at facilitating the ultimate elimination of nuclear weapons in the context of 
global efforts to this end, and at eliminating other weapons of mass destruction 
and, inter alia, their delivery systems, and should, as appropriate, complement 
such agreements at the global level. 

-40. States are encouraged to conclude regional agreements to regulate the 
acquisition of arms in order to prevent the excessive and destabilizing 
accumulation of arms, without unde~ning the legitimate self-defence capability 
of the States concerned. 

-41. Regional disa~t and arms limitation agreements should aim to reduce 
armaments and military forces to the lowest possible level on the basis of 
undiminished security of States. Forces thus reduced should be demobilized and 
weapono, equipment and facilities above permitted levels within a region should 
be disposed of by means ot destruction, or, where appropriate, conversion. 
Those weapons and facilities should neither be adapted to other weapons systems 
nor redeployed in other regions, nor lead to increased arms transfers to other 
regions. 

-42. Regional disa~ent and arms limitation agreements should seek to include 
all types of armed forces, their installations and armaments present in the 
region, including those from States inside and outside the region, without 
prejudice to the inherent right of States to individual and collective self
defence. 

-43. In support of efforts for disarmament and arms limitation, States within 
and outside the region should exercise effective control over their weapons and 
military equipment, their arms imports and exports, to prevent them from getting 
into the hands of individuals or groups engaged in the illicit arms trade. 

-44. The consensus text of recommendations on conventional disarmament which was 
adopted by the General Assembly in 1990 should serve as a general guideline for 
all States in their regional approach to arms limitation and disarmament. 

-45. Regional disarmament and arms limitation agreements should include 
appropriate verification measures devised by the parties to such agreements. 
The 16 principles of verification adopted by the General Assembly in 1988 should 
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be observed by all State. in th.ir efforts in implementing regional disarmament 
and arma limitation agreements. 

·C. Zones of peace 

"46. The establishment of zones of peace and cooperation in various regions of 
the world under appropriate conditions, to be clearly defined and determined 
freely by the Stat •• concerned in the zone, taking into account the 
characteristics of the zone and the principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations, and in conformity with international law, can, if appropriately defined 
and agreed upon by interested States, contribute to stren~thening the security 
of States within such zones and to international peace and security as a who~e. 

"D. Zones free of nuclear weapons and other 
weapons of ma@s destructi2Q 

"47. The establishment of zones free of nuclear weapons and other weapons of 
mas. destruction on the basis of arrangements freely arrived at among the States 
of the region concerned constitutes an important disarmament measure. The 
process of establishing 6uch zones, in appropriate part~ of the world, should be 
encouraged to promote non-proliferation and to contribute to the attainment of 
the ultimate objective of achieving a world entirely free of nuclear weapons and 
other weapons of mass destruction. In the process of establishing such zones, 
the charaeteristics of each region should be taken into account. The States 
participating in such zones should undertake to comply fully with all the 
objectivea, purposes and principles of the agreements or arrangements 
establishing the zones, thus en3uring that they are genuinely free of nuclear 
weapons and other weapons of mass destruetion. 

"48. In order to contribute to the effectiveness of zones free of nuclear 
weapons and other weapons of mass destruction, extraregional States should 
respect the status of such zones. Extraregional States that roay have undertaken 
commitments to such zones should fully comply with them and, in the case of 
nuclear-weapon States, refrain from the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons 
against the States in these zones. 

"E. Consultative and cooperative arrangements 

~49. The establishment of regional consultative forums on peace, security, 
cooperatio'l and development may facilitate regional approaches to disarmament 

"50. Regional and interregional arrangements for cooperation and exchange of 
information could be considered. In this context, the knowledge and 
understanding on the regional level about the most destabilizing weapons and 
military capabilities could assist in the conclusion of regional agreements on 
disarmament and arms limitation. 
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• IV. ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

"51. In carrying out its role in the field of disarmament, the United Nations 
should •• ek to promote complementarity between regional and global processes of 
disarmament by establishing effective liaison and coo~.ration with relevant 
regional bodies. The United Nations can contribute to the regional disarmament 
and arms limitation process, inter alia, by: 

"(a) FacilitaUng regional disarmament efforts in cooperation with other 
appropriate United Nation8 bodies and international organizations; 

"(b) Collecting and disseadnating information on disa~nt and arma 
limitation, including the experience of the United Nations in carrying out 
activities related to the maintenance of international peace and security; 

"(e) Promoting greater openness in military matters through the United 
Nations Register of Conventional Arms and the United Nations standardized system 
of reporting on military .x~enditures; 

"(d) Facilitating the functions of the existing United Nations Regional 
Centres; 

"(e) Serving as a source of expertise in disarmament and arms limitation; 

"(f) Organizing and, where appropriate, coordinating conferences on 
regional disarmament issues, including confidence- and security-building 
measures; 

"(g) Assisting, where regional arrangements so provide, in verifying 
compliance. 

"52. The recommendations on the role of the United Nations in the field of 
disarmament which were adopted by the General Assembly in 1990 should serve as 
useful guidelines for enhancing the role of the United Nations with respect to 
regional approaches to disarmament and arms limitation. 

"ANNEX 

"Illustrative list of confidence- and 
security-buildinq measures 

-1. Measures and guidelines as adopted 
bv th .. a..~~ .. , ~ .... ..hl,! 

-(a) United Nations standardized system of reporting on military 
expenditures (1980); 

• (b) United Nu.tions Registel::' of Conventional Arms (1991); 

• (c) Guidelines and recommend;ltions for objective information on military 
matters (1992). 
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"2. Hia8ureu developed and implemented in 80me regions 

"(a) Confidence- and security-building measures in the political, economic, 
aocial, environmental and cultural field8; 

"(bl Exchange of information on armed forces and military activities; 

"(c) Dissemination of militarily relevant informati0n. for example, on arms 
transfers and military budgets; 

"(d) Inspections. observations and visits to military facilitie~ and 
activities. including overflight regimes; 

"tel Regional seminars on security-related i&8u88, such a. military 
doctrin •• , confidance- and security-building measures. illegal arms traffic, 
transfers of conventional arms; 

"(fl Establishment of effective communications between military and 
political authorities of different States; 

"Cg) Establiohment of regional security institutions charged with a variety 
of tasks affecting the s~curity of States in a re_ion, such a. conflict 
prevention, arms control, elimination of illegal arma traffic," 

N. Guidelines for international erma transf1rs in the 
context of Ganer,l Assembly resolution 46/36 H at 
6 pecember 1991* 

"I. INTRODUCTION 

"1. Arms transfers are a deeply entrenched phenomenon of contemporary 
international relations. All State. have the inherent right to self-defence, as 
enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, and consequently the right to 
acquirr lrms for their .ecurity, including arms from out.ide sources. However, 
inter. lonal transfers of conventional arms have. in recent decades, acquired a 
dimens. ~ and qualitative characteristics which, together with the increase in 
illicit arma trafficking, give rise to aerious and urgent Goneerns. 

"2. Arms transfers should be addressed in conjunction with the question of 
maintaining international peace and seCUrity, reducing regional and 
i~t~r~~ti~~~l ~QnRiona, ~reventing and resolvina conflicts and disputes, 
building and enhancing confidence, and promoting disarmament as well as social 
and economic development. Restraint and greater openness, including various 
transparency measures, can help in this respect and contribute to the promotion 
of international peace and security. 

* Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-first Session, 
Supplement No. 42 (A/Sl/42), annex I. 
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-3. The problem of the illicit traffic in arma has a social and humanitarian 
component in addition to its technical, economic and political dimensions. The 
human Buffering that is caused, inter alia, by the devastating consequences of 
war, de.tabilizing violence and conflicts, terrorism, mercenary activities, 
~ubversion, drug trafficking, common and organized crime ~nd other criminal 
actiona cannot be ignored. Th. negative effects of illicit arms trafficking can 
often be disproportionately larg@, particularly for the internal security and 
socio-economic development of affected States. Illicit arms trafficking, which 
affects many countries and •• veral regions of the world, puts to the test the 
capacity of State. to find a solution to it. 

-4. Legal, political and technical differences in internal control of armaments 
and their transfer and, in some cases, inadequacy or absence of such controls 
can contribute to the growing illicit traffic in arma. 

-5. International cooperation in curbing illicit arms trafficking and in 
condemning it will assist in focusing the attention of the international 
community on this phenomenon and will be an tmportant factor in combating it. 

-6. The United Nations, in keeping with its overall purposeS and principles, 
has a legitimate intere.t in the field of arms transfers, recognized by the 
Charter, which refers .pecifically to the importance of the regulation of 
armament. for the maintenance of international peace and security. 

-7. Illicit arms trafficking is understood to cover that international trade in 
conventional arms, which is contrary to the laws of States and/or international 
law. 

W8. Limitations on arms transfers can be found in international treaties, 
binding decisions adopted krJ the security Council under chapter VII of the 
Charter of the United Nations and the principles and purposes of the Charter. 

WII. SCOPE 

-9. According to paragraph 1 of General Assembly resolution 43/75 I of 
7 December 1988, entitled 'International arms transfers', arms transfers in all 
their aspects deserve serious consideration by the international community. The 
General Assembly, in paragraph 4 of its resolution 48/75 F of 16 December 1993, 
of the same title, noted that the Disarmament Commission had included the 
question of international arms transfers, with particular reference to 
resolution 46/36 H of 6 December 1991, also of the same title, in the agenda of 
its substantive session in 1994. 

-10. In its resolution 46/36 H, the General Assembly called upon all States to 
give high priority to eradicating illicit arms trafficking in all kinds of 
weapons and military equipment; urged Member States to exercise effective 
control over their weapons and military equipment and their arms imports and 
exports to prevent them from getting into the hands of parties engaged in 
illicit arms trafficking; and also urged Member States to ensure that they had 
in place an adequate system of laws and administrative machinery for regulating 
and monitoring effectively their transfer of arms, to strengthen or adopt strict 
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mea.urea for their enforcement, and to cooperate at the international, regional 
and subregional levels to harmonize, wilere appropriate, relevant laws. 
regulations and administrative procedures as well a~ their enforcement measures. 
with the goal of eradicating illicit arms trafficking. 

°11. Licit transfers of conventional arms can be addressed, inter alia, through 
national legislative and administrative actions and increased transparency. The 
objective in the case of illicit arms trafficking must be the eradication of 
this phenomenon. 

°12. All stages of illicit arms trafficking should be the focus of scrutiny. An 
essential factor in eradicating illicit arms trafficking is the effective 
control of a~ to prevent the.m from being acquired by unauthorized persons. 

"III. PRINCIPLES 

°13. In their efforts to control their international arms transfers and to 
prevent, combat and eradicate illicit arms trafficking, States should bear in 
mind the principles li~ted below. 

"14. States should respect the principles and purposes of the Charter of the 
United Nations, including the right to self-defence; the sovereign equality of 
all its Members; non-interference in the intern~l affairs of States; the 
obligation of Members to refrain in their international relations from the 
threat or use of force against the tQrritorial integrity or political 
independence of any State: the settlement of disputes by peaceful means; and 
respect for hwnan rights; and continue to reaffirm the right of self
determination of all peoples, taking into account the particular situation of 
peoples under colonial or other forms of alien domination or foreign occupation, 
and recognize the right of peoples to take legitimate action in accordance with 
the Charter of the united Nations to realize their inalienable right of self
determination. This shall not be construed as authorizing or encouraging any 
action that would dismember or impair, totally or in part, the territorial 
integrity or political unity of sovereign and independent States conducting 
themselves in compliance with the principle of equal rights and self
determination of peoples and thus possessed of a Government representing the 
Whale people belonging to the territory without distinction of any kind. 

"15. States should recognize the need for transparency in arms transfers. 

·16. States should recognize the responsibility to prohibit and eradicate 
illicit arms trafficking and the need for measures to achieve this end, taking 
into account the inherently clandestine nature of this traffic. 

"17. States, whether producers or importers, have the responsibility to seek to 
ensure that their level of armaments is commensurat~ with their legitimate self~ 
defence and security requirements, including their ',ility to participate in 
United Nations peace-keeping operations. 

"18. States have responsibilities in exercising restraint over the production 
and procurement of arms as well as transfers. 
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-19. Economic or commercial conaidarationa should not be the only factora in 
international arma tranafera. Other factors include. inter alia. the 
maintenance of international peace and .,curity and efforts a~d at ea.ing 
intenUltional ten_iona. promoting 80cial and economic development. peacefully 
reBolving regional conflicta. preventing a~ race. and achieving diaarmawont 
under eff.~tive international control. 

-20. Arma-producing or .upplier Stat •• have a re.pon8ibility to .e.k to ensure 
that the quantity and level of aophiatication of their arma exporta do not 
contribute to inatability and conflict in their region. or in other countriea 
and region. or to illicit trafficking in arma. 

-21. Stat._ receiving arma have an .~ivalent re.ponaibility to aeek to .nsure 
that the quantity and the level of sophistication of their arms imports are 
commensurate with their legitimate self-defence and security requirements and 
that they do not contribute to inatability and conflict in their regions or in 
other countries and regions or to illicit trafficking in arms. 

-22. International arma tranafers should not be used aa a means to interfere in 
the internal affairs of other States. 

-IV. WAYS AND MEANS 

• A. National 

-23. States 8hould ensure that they have an adequate system of national laws 
and/or regulationa and administrative procedures to exerci ••• ffective control 
over armaments and the export and import of arma in order, among other goal., to 
prevent illicit arms trafficking. 

-24. States should scrutinize their national a~-control legislation and 
procedures and, where nec.ssary, Dtrengthen theal in order to increase their 
effectiveness in preventing the illegal production, trade in and possession of 
arms in their territory that can lead to illicit arms trafficking. 

-25. States should intensify their efforts to pr~vent corruption and bribery in 
connection with the tran.fer of arms. States should make all efforts to 
identify, apprehend and bring to justice all those involved in illicit arms 
trafficking. 

-26. States should establish and maintain an effectiv~ system of export and 
import licences for international arma tranaferu with requirements for full 
_.'I-~."'';'ftft' AI"i.#'I.~"' __ "" __ --.,.,-- ----. ----_ ... --... -,.., .... 
-27. The exporting State should seek to obtain un import certificate from the 
receiving State covering the exported arms. The receiving State shOUld seek to 
ensure that imported arms are covered by a certified licence of the authorities 
in I .1e supplying State. 

-28. The use of small arms and light weapons in conflicts and war has a major 
bearing on regional and international peace and security and national stability. 
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The alarming dissemination a~d illicit transfer of such weapons and the serious 
threat they pose require States to ensure strong and effective supervision of 
all aspects of trade in such weapons. 

'29. States should provide for adequate numbers of customs officials adequately 
trained to enforce the necessary regulations over the export and import of arms. 

M30. States should define, in accordance with their national laws and 
regulations, which arma are permitted for civilian use and which may be used or 
possessed by the military and police forces. 

"31. In developing practical measures at the national level, States ahould take 
into account and apply, as appropriate, the relevant recommendations of 
Interpol. 

"32. States should recognize that combating illicit arms trafficking and 
reducing those potentially negative aspects of the arms trade require reciprocal 
commitments by producer and recipient countries, including through defence
conversion programmes and by way of refraining from destabilizing accumulations 
of armaments. 

"B. International 

'33. All arms-transfer agreements and arrangements, in particular between 
Governments, should be designed so as to reduce the possibility of diversion of 
arms to unauthorized destinations and persons. In this context, a 1'equirement 
by the exporter for import licences or verifiable end-u~e/end-user certificates 
for international arms transfers is an important measure to prevent unauthorized 
diversio.l. 

'34. States should cooperate at the bilateral and multilateral levels as 
appropriate to share relevant customs information on trafficking in and 
detection of illicit arms and coordinate intelligence efforts. In this con~ext, 
States should endeavour to ensure effective control of borders with a view to 
~reventing illicit arms trafficking. 

-35. States should intensify international cooperation in the relevant field of 
criminal law. Th&y should assist each other in the development and enforcement 
of effective national controls, with a view to curbing the evasion of justice by 
illicit arms traffickers. 

-36. In order to help combat illicit arms trafficking, States should make 
e£~U~LW tu u~v~lv~ aild c,~w~~~ th~ ypplicwticu of =~~tibl= ~t=~~~d~ i~ th~i~ 
legislative and administrative procedures for regulating the export and import 
of arms. 

-37. States have a legal obligation to comply strictly with sanctions and anna 
embargoes imposed by the Security Council under the authority of Chapter VII of 
the Charter of the United Nations. 
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"38. States should report all relevant transactions in their annu~l reports to 
the Register of Conventional Arms as an important confidence-buildin~ measure. 
Those Sta~es which do not yet provide annual reports to the Register are 
strongly encouraged to do so. States should also consider developing additional 
transparency measures at the regional, subregional and national levels as well 
as unilateral transparency measures. 

"39. States should maintain strict regulations on the activities of private 
international arms dealers and cooperate to prevent such dealers from eng~ging 
in illicit arms trafficking. 

"V. INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS 

"A. Role of the United NatioQ.!i 

"40. The United Nations has an important role to play in the field of 
international arms transfers and the eradicetion of illicit armB trafficking in 
accordance with its overall purposes and principles. The coo~eration of the 
international community is essential for the United Nations to be successful in 
these endeavours. 

"41. In its resolution 43/75 I of 7 De~ember 1988, the General Assembly 
expressed its conviction that arms transfers in all their aspects deserve 
serious consideration by the international community, inter alia, because of: 
(a) their potential effects in ar~as where tension and regional conflict 
threaten international peace and security and national security I (b) their known 
and potential negative effects on the process of the peaceful social and 
economic development of all ~eoples; and (c) increasing illicit and covert arms 
trafficking. 

-42. Subsequently, pursuant to that resolution, the Secretary-General submitted 
a study (A/46/301, annex). prepared wi~h the assistance of governmental experts, 
on ways and means of promoting transparency in international transfers of 
conventional arms on a universal and non-discriminatory basis, taking into 
consideration the views of Member States and other relevant information, 
including information on the problem of illicit arms trafficking. A number of 
the recommendations made in the study were taken up subsequently in General 
Assembly resolutions 46/36 H and 46/36 L, of 6 and 9 December 1991 respectively. 

-43. By its resolution 46/36 L, entitled -Transparency in armaments·, the 
General Assembly requested the Secretary-General to establish and maintain a 
universal and non-discriminatory Register of Conventional Arms. It, inter alia, 
called upon all Member States to provide data on imports and eXports of arms and 
invited them, pending the expansion of the Register, also to provide available 
background information on military holdings, procurement through national 
production and relevant policies. 

"44. Transparency meapures concerning arms transfers are not in themselves 
measures of limitation or restriction, bu~ they can in several ways promote and 
facilitate the introduction of unilateral or multilateral measures of restraint 
as well as help in the detection of arms transferred illegally. The United 
Nations. the Conference on Disarmament and other appropriate international 
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forl.llllS should continue to play an important part in the elaboration and adoption 
of transparency measures in the field of arms transfers, including the possible 
improvemant of the Register. 

*'5. The adoption by consensus of resolution 46/36 H reflects the concern of the 
international community over the increasing illicit arms trafficking. which. by 
it. clandestine nature, defies transparency. This kind of trafficking 
repre.ents one of the major probl~ for the authorities of many countries which 
attempt to free their territories from the criminal use of arms and the 
consequences it haa for peace and stability. Under that resolution, the 
Secretary-General was given the mandate for the promotion of efforts to 
eradicate illicit trafficking in arms. 

*'6. In its resolution 46/36 H, the General Assembly, inter alia, called upon 
all States to give high priority to eradicating illicit arms trafficking in all 
kinds of w~apons and military equipment, a most disturbing and dangerous 
phenomenon often a.sociated with terrorism, drug trafficking, organized crime 
and mercenary and other destabilizing activities, and to take urgent action 
towardQ that end, as recommended in the study submitted by the Secretary
General. 

*'7. In its resolution 48/75 F of 16 December 1993, the General Assembly 
recognized that illicit arms trafficking is a disturbing, dangerous and 
increasingly common phenomenon and that, with the technical sophistication and 
destructiv6 capability of conventional weapons, the destabilizing effects of 
illicit arms trafficking increase. The Assembly also called upon all Member 
States to give pri~rity to eradicating the illicit arms trafficking associated 
with destabilizing activities, such as terrorism, drug trafficking and common 
criminal acts. and to take imm~diate action towards that end. 

"48. In ita resQlution 50/70 8 of 12 December 1995, entitled ·Small arms", the 
General Assembly requested the Secretary-General to prepare, within the existing 
resources. a report, with the assistance of a panel of qualified governmental 
experts, on th9 question of small arms and light weapons in all its aspects. 

"'9. In its resolution 50/70 H, entitled "Assistance to States for curbing the 
illicit traffic in emall arms and collecting them*, the General Assembly invited 
the international community to give appropriate support to the efforts made by 
th~ affected count~ie8 to suppress the illicit circulation of small arms, which 
ie likely to hamper their development. 

"8. Other institutional arrangements 

~SO. StaLe. ahvuld ccntin~g to Wg~ w~d further dcvclcp meeh~ni~m~ for th~ 
exchanq~ of information at the global, regional and subregional levels in order 
to assist institutions engaged in the control, tracking and seizure of arms in 
making ful1-sc&le efforts to eradicate illicit a~ trafficking." 
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O. EltabliBhmAAnt of nuclear-weapon-free zones on the basis 
of arrangements freely arriyed at among the States of 
the region concerned· 

II I • GENERAL OVERVIEW 

W1. Recent developments in international relations, especially in the fields of 
disarmament and non-proliferation, hav~ led to increased efforts to consolidate 
existing and to establish new nuclear-weapon-free zones on the basis of 
arrangements freely arrived at among the States of the region concerned and to a 
better understanding of the importance of such zones. 

"2. The Pinal Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General 
Assembly 12/ stated that the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones on 
the baais of agree~ts or arrangements freely arrived at among the States of 
the zone ~oncerned and the full compliance with those agreements or 
arrangement., thus ensuring that the zones are genuinely free from nuclear 
we.pona, and respect for such zones by nuclear-weapon States constitute an 
important disarmament meas~e. 

W3. In 1993, the Disarmament Commission unanimously adopted 'Guidelines and 
recommendations for the regional approaches to disarmament within the context of 
global security' which included a substantive consideration of zones free of 
nuclear weapona and other weapons of mass destruction . 

• ,. The General Assembly has over the years adopted numerous resolutions on the 
i,.ue of the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones in different regions of 
the world, which reflects the continuing interest of the international community 
in the establishment of such zones. 

·5. Nuclear-weapon-free zones have ceased to be exceptional in the global 
strategic environment. To date, 107 States have signed or become parties to 
treaties establishing existing nuclear-weapon-free zones. lit With the 

• A/CN.10/1999/CRP.4, annex. 

121 General Assembly resolution S-10/2. 

1iI These treaties may be described as follows: 

(1) Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin ~nerica 
and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) was opened for signature 
on 14 February 1967, thereby establishing for the first time in 
history a nuclear-weapon-free zone; the Treaty has served gg a 
model for the promotion of other similar zones (United Nations, 
Treaty Series, vol. 634, No. 9068); 

(ii) The South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty (Treaty of Rarotonga) 
was opened for signature by the States of the South Pacific Forum 
on 6 August 1985 (s~e The United Nations Disarmament Yearbook, 
vol. 10: 1985 (Uniteil l'.ations publication, Sales No. E.86.IX.7), 
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addition of Antarctica, which w~s demilitarized pursuant to the Antarctic 
Treaty, nuclear-weapop-free zones now cover more than 50 per cent of the Earth's 
land. m.;a88. 

"II • OBJBCTIVSS AND PURPOSES 

"6. As has been universally recognized, nuclear-weapon-free zonea have made and 
continue, as their objective, to maktl an important contribution to the 
strengthening of the international nuclear non-proliferation regime, to achieve 
nuclear disarmament, to global efforts aimed at achieving the ultimate objective 
of the elimination of nuclear weapone and, mord broadly speaking, general and 
complete disarmament under atrict and effective international control. 

"7. Bach nuclear-weapon-free zone ia the product of the specific circumstances 
of the region concerned and highlights the diversity of situations in the 
diffe)"ent :I'agions. Moreover, the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones is 
a dynamic process. The experience of existing nuclear-weApon-free zones clearly 
shows that theae are not static structures and alao, in spite of the diversity 
of situation in different regions, highlights the feasibility of the 
establishment of the new nuclear-weApon-free zones on the basis of arrangements 
freely arrived at among the States of the region concerned. 

"S. Nuclear-weapon-free zones help to strengthen the security of the States 
that belong to such zones. 

"9. Nuclear-weapon-free zones are an important disa.rmauICnt tool which 
contributes to the primary objective of strengthening regional peace and 
security and, by extension, international peace and security. They are also 
considered to be important regional confidence·building measures. 

"10. Nuclear·weapon-free zones can also be a means of expressing and promoting 
common values in the areas of nuclear disarmament, arms control and 
non-proliferation. 

"11. For the States parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons, 121 nuelear-weapon-free zones are an important complementary 
instrument to the Treaty. articl~ VII of which explicitly recognizes the right 
of any group of States to conclude regional treaties in order to assure the 

appendix VII) ; 

(iii) The Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuelear-Weapon·Pree Zone \ J.'resty 
~f ~~knk~ ~~~ ~~d fn~ Aignature on 15 December 1995 as Dart 
of the establishmenc of a zone of peace, freedom and neutrality 
in South-~ast Asia; 

(iv) The African Nuclear·Weapon-Free-Zone Treaty (Tr~aty of Pelindaba) 
was opened for signature on 11 April 1996 (A/50/426, annex). 

t2I United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 729, No. 10485. 

/ ... 



A/S1/182/Rev.1 
English 
Page 73 

total absence of nuclear weapons in their respective territories. The decision 
on 'Principles and objectives for nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament' in 
the Final Document of the 1995 Review &nd Extension Conferences of the Parties 
to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, lQ/ adopted in 
1995, reaffirmed the conviction of the States parties to the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons that the establishment of internationally 
recognized nuclear-weApon-free zones, on the baais of arrangements freely 
arrived at among the States of the region concerned, enhances global and 
regional peace and security. 

M12. Nuclear-weapon-free zones considerably strengthen and increase the nuclear 
non-proliferation obligations of non-nucleAr-weapon States parties to the Treaty 
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons to refrain from acquiring nuclear 
weapons and to develop and use nuclear energy solely for peaceful purposes and 
in accordance with the safeguards established by the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA). 

M13. Nuclear-weapon-free zones are a useful complement to the international 
regime for the prohibition of any nuclear-weapon-test explosions or any other 
nuclear expl~sion. 

M14. B~· signing and ratifying the relevant protocols to the treaties 
establishing nuclear-weapon-free zones, nuclear-weapon States undertake legally 
binding commitments to respect the status of such zones and not to use or 
threaten to use nuclear weapons against States parties to such treaties. 

H1S. The current nuclear-weapon-free zones have served and are serving as an 
example for the establishment of new zones. At the same time, they offer 
support and the benefit of their experience to States that are cnnsidering 
proposals or proceeding to establish nuclear-weapon-free zones in other regions. 

H16. Nuclear-weapon-free zones may serve, as long as the respective treaty 
provides therefor, as a framework for international cooperation on the use of 
nuclear energy for peaceful ~urpose8 in the region, which will promote economic, 
scientific and technological development of the States partieo. 

H17. Nuclear-weapon-free zones may also serve to promote cooperation aimed at 
ensuring that the regions concerned remain free of environmental pollution from 
radioactive wastes and other radioactive substances and, as appropriate, 
enforcing internationally agreed standards regulating international 
tr~lsportation of those substances. 

"III. PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES 

"18. The principles and guidelines presented below can be regarded only as a 
non-exhaustive list of generally accepted observations in the current stage of 

~/ 1925 Review and Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on 
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, Flnal Document, Part I 
(NPT/CONF.199S/32 (Part I), annex, decision 2). 
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the development of nuclear-weApon-free zonea and are baled on current practiceD 
and available experiencea, bearing in mind that the proceDs of establishing 
nuclear-weApon-free zones ahould allow for the harmonious implementation of each 
of these principles and guidelines. 

"19. The establishment of nuclear-weApon-free zones i8 consistent with a variety 
of objectives. The important contribution of nuclear-weApon-free zones to the 
strengthening of the international non-proliferation regime and to regional and 
world peace and security baa been universally recognized. 

"20. Nuclear-weapon-free zones should be established on the basis of 
arrangements freely arrived at among the Statea of the region concerned. 

"21. The initiative to eatabliah a nuclear-weApon-free zone should emanate 
exclusively from States within the region concerned and be pursued by all the 
States of that region. 

"22. In casea where consensus exists on the goal to establish a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone in a given region, efforts exerted by the States of the 
region concerned aimed at the establishment of such a zone should be encouraged 
and supported by the international community. Assistance should be provided, as 
appropriate, including through the essential role of the United Nations, to the 
Statea of the region concerned in their efforts to establish a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone. 

"23. All the States of the region concerned should participate in the 
negotiations on and the establishment of such a zone on the basis of 
arrangements freely arrived at among the States of the region concerned. 

"24. The status of a nuclear-weapon-f-~e zone should be respected by all States 
parties to the treaty establishing the zone as well as by States outside the 
region, including all States whose cooperation and support are essential for the 
maximum effectiveness of such a zone, namely, the nuclear-weapon States and/ if 
there are any, States with territory or internationally responsible for 
territories situated within the zone concerned. 

"25. The nuclear-weapon States chould be consulted during the negotiations of 
each treaty and its relevMht protocol(s) establishing a nuclear-weapon-free zone 
in order to facilitate their signature to and ratification of the relevant 
protocol(a) to the treaty, through which they undertake legally binding 
commitments to the status of the zone and not to use or threaten to use nuclear 
weapone against States parties to the treaty. 

"26. If there are any States with territory or internationally responsible for 
territories within the zone concerned, these States should be consulted during 
the negotiations of each treaty and its relevant protocols establishing a 
nuclear-weapon~free zone with a view to facilitating their Signature and 
ratification of the relevant protocol(s) to the treaty. 

"27. The process of establis'1ing the zone should take into account all the 
relevant characteristics of the region concerned. 
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"28. The establishment of further nuclear-weapon-free zones reaffirms the 
commitment of the States that belong to such zones to honour their legal 
obligations deriving from other international instruments in force in the area 
of nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament to which they are parties. 

"29. The obligations of all the States parties to a treaty establishing a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone should be clearly defined and be legally binding, and 
the States parties should fully abide by auch agreements. 

N30. The arrangements relating to a nuclear-weapon-free zone should be in 
conformity with the principles and rules of international law, including the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. ~I 

"31. States parties to a nuclear-weapon-free zone exercising their sovereign 
rights and without prejudice to the purposes and objectives of such a zone, 
remain free to decide for themselves whether to allow visits by foreign ships 
and aircraft to their ports and airfields, transit of their airspace by foreign 
aircraft, and navigation by foreign ships in or over their territorial sea, 
archipelagic waters, or straits that are used for international navigation, 
while fully honouring the rights of innocent passage, archipelagic sea lane 
passage or transit passage in straits that are used for international 
navigation. 

M32. A treaty establishing a nuclear-weapon-free zone based on arrangements 
freely arrived at among the States of the region concerned, and fully taking 
into account any other obligations that such States may have under existing 
regional and international arrangements, if applicable, should be implemented by 
the States parties concerned in accordance with their individual constitutional 
requirements and should be consistent with international law and the rights and 
obligations recognized in the Charter of the United Nations. States parties to 
the current nuclear-weapon-free zones should ensure that their adherence to 
other international and regional agreements does not entail any obligations 
contrary to their obligation~ under the nuclear-weapon-free zone treaties. 

"33. A nuclear-weapon-free zone should provide for the effecti'le prohibition of 
the development, manufacturing, control, possession, testing, stationing or 
transporting by the States parties to the treaty of any type of nuclear 
explosive device for any purpose, and should stipulate that States parties to 
the treaty do not permit the stationing of any nuclear explosive devices by any 
other State within the zone. 

"34. A nuclear-weapon-free zone should provide for the effective verification of 
compliance with the commitments made by the parties to the treaty, inter alia, 

£11 Official Records of the Third Un~.ted Nations Conference on the Law of 
the Sea, vol. XVII (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.84.V.3), document 
A/CONF.62/122. 
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through the application of full-scope lAEA safeguards to all nuclear activities 
in the ~one. 11/ 

-35. A nuclear-weapon-free zone ahould constitute a geographical entity whose 
boundaries are to be clearly defined by ~ro8pective States parties to the 
nuclear-weapon-free zone treaty through full consultations with other States 
concerned, especially in caees where te~ritories in dispute are involved, with a 
view to facilitating agreement of those States concerned. 

-36. Nuclear-weapon States should, for their part, assume in full their 
obligations vis-A-vis nuclear-weapon-free zones upon signing and ratifying 
relevant protocols, including strict compliance with the statute of the 
nuclear-w ... apon-free zone and, through the signing of relevant protocols, enter 
into binding legal commitments not to use or threaten to use nuclear weapons 
against the States that belong to the nuclear-weapon-free zone. 

-37. A nuc:lear-weapon-free zone should not prevent the use of nuclear science 
and tec} ~logy for peaceful purposes and could also promote, if provided for in 
the treacies establishing such zones, bilateral, regional and international 
cooperation for the peaceful use of nuclear energy in the zone, in support of 
socia-economic, scientific and technological development of the States parties. 

- IV . '1'HB WAY AHEAD 

"38. The number of initiatives taken to establish new nuclear-weapon-free zones 
is clear evidence of the importance of such zones to current international 
efforts to promote disarmament, arms control and non-proliferation. 

"39. All existing nuclear-weapon-free zones should come into force as soon as 
possible. States that are still in the process of considering their signature 
and/or ratification of the treaties and relevant protocols establishing the 
existing nuclear-weapon-free zones are encouraged to proceed therewith. In this 
context, cooperation and efforts by all States concerned are essential. 

"40. The establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones in regions for which 
consensus resolutions of the General Assembly exist, such as the Middle East and 
Central Asia, as well as the development of zones free from all weapons of mass 
destruction, should be encouraged. ~/ 

"41. Vigorous efforts should be made to secure cooperation and coordination 
among the States parties and signatories to nuclear-weapon-free zone treaties in 
order to promote their common objectives. Members of nuclear-weapon-free zones 

~I Based on lARA document INFCIRC/153, as str~ngthened by document 
INFCIRC/540. 

23/ OWing to its unique geographical circumstances, Mongolia has declared 
its nuclear-weapon-free status in order to promote its security. This otatuB 
was welcomed by the General Asaembly in its consensus resolution 53/77 D of 
4 December 1998. 
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could also work together to share experiencetl with States of other regions and 
support their efforts to establiuh further lludcar-wcilpon-free zones . 

• '&2. Any State from a region concerned has the right to Pl'opose the 
establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in its region. 

·'3. 'Any proposal on the establishment of a nuclear-weApon-free zone on the 
baais of arrangements freely arrived at should only be considered after 
conseneus on the objeetive has been achieved in broad consultations within the 
region concerned. 

-44. Without prejudice to the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the 
LaW of the Sea, including the principle of the fr~edom of the high seas, and to 
other applicable treaties, political relations and cooperation among the States 
parties and signatories to nuclear-weApon-free zone treaties can be expanded and 
consolidated in the context of the ultimate goal of elimination of all nuclear 
weapons, particularly in the Southern Hemisphere and adjacent areas. 

-45. Tbe international community should continue to promote the creation of 
nuclear~weapon-free Zones around the globe, in an effort towards achieving the 
ultimate goal of freeing the entire world from all nuclear weapons, as well as 
other waapons of mass destruction, and, more broadly speaking, of general and 
complete disarmament under strict and effective international control, so that 
future generations could live in a more stable and peaceful atmosphere." 

P. GuidelineS go conventional arms control/limitation and disarmament, 
with partigular emphasis on consolidation of peace in the context 
gf General Assembly resolution 51/45 N+ 

"I. INTRODUCTION 

·1. The conflicts of today highlight, ~n the one hand, the need in 
poat-conflict situations for a comprehensive approach integrating certain 
practical disarmament measures, particularly with regard to small arms and light 
weapons, and, on the other hand, the need for further initiatives in the area of 
conventional arms contrOl/limitation. The excessive accumulation of small arms 
and light weapons, the absence of control to arrest it and the illicit arms 
trade continue to bave a negative effect on the internal security and 
aoeio-economic development of affected States. 

"2. This excessive and destabilizing accumulation not only threatens national, 
regional and international security, prolongs conflicts and hampers conflict 
,,;cliulgi;,iu,., cuw ex-weB negotiar:ea peace settiements, nut can be iiMed to 1ntra
and inter~State crime, terrorism, violence and lawlessness. The consequences 
for economic and social development and for the humanitarian situation in the 
countries and regions concerned are often devastating. 

* A/CN.10/1999/CRP.6, annex, 
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M3. The exce.sive accumulation of small arm. and light weapons Call best be 
averted by • combination of reduction and prevention measures: 

-(i) The purpose of reduction mea.urea ~. the speedy removal of quantities 
of surplus weapons through their c04lection and/or destruction; 

M(ii) In the case of prevention me.sures, the objective should be to Bcale 
down over time the numbers of small arms and light weapons to a level 
that corresponds to a country's legitimate self-defence and security 
interests, to be defined by itself. 

-4. In the case of both sets of measures, the international commurlity is 
encouraged to provide assistance in support of national and regional actions and 
to foster coordination between such actions. A key objective in the 
consolidation of peace is to allow the administrative capacity and 
infra.tructure that were damaged during the conflict to be rebuilt in a process 
of conversion from war to peace. 

-5. Other conventional arms control/limitation and disarmament me&sures are 
also required to address the problem, such as arms control, confid~nce-building 
and transparency measures, and the combating of the illicit arms trade in small 
arms and light weapons. Practical disarmament measures have a special relevance 
to a conflict which is approaching solution; to a recently ended conflict; and 
as a cOll3equence, to preventing a conflict from re-emerging. Such measures 
could include arms control, collection, storage and/or destruction, demining, 
demobilization and integration. 

-6. The report of the Secretary-General on the consolidation of peace through 
practical disarmament ~a8ures (A/52/289), submitted pursuant to General 
Assembly resolution 51/45 N, contains a set of recommendations addressed to 
Member States in which measures are proposed to reduce and prevent excessive 
accumulation and proliferation of small arma. The report of the 
Secretary-General on small arms (A/52/29B) was submitted on 27 August 1997 to 
the General Assembly. General Assembly resolutions 52/38 G and 53/77 M are also 
relevant. 

MIl. SCOPB 

"7. The guidelines that follow, having regard, inter alia, to General Assembly 
resolution 51/45 N of 10 December 1996, are primarily applicable for the 
consolidation of peace in post-conflict situations. 

NTTT. PRINCIPLES 

-S. In formulating and implementing practical disarmament measures for the 
consolidation of peace in regions that have suffered from conflicts, 
States should fully respect the purposes and principles of the Charter 
of the United Nations, including those contained in paragraph 14 of 
the guidelines for international arms trrqsfers in the context of 
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General Aasembly resolution '6/36 H of 6 December 1991. ZJ.I adopted 
in 1996; 

•• The guidelines that follow should be applied on • voluntary basis and 
with the CODAtut of the States c:ouc:erned; 

•. Peace agreements freely arrived at should be respected and adhered to 
by all concerned, thereby providing the ~Bt guarantee for the 
consolidation of peace in post-conflict situationa, 

•• In the implementation of the guideline., the root caUBe. of conflict 
and the specific condition. and characteristics of the region 
concerned, .uch a. political. commercial, socio·economic, ethnic, 
cultural &ad ideological factors, sbould be taken into account; 

•• Statee within a region, a. well a. those outside, with a special 
influence on parties to • conflict, have a particular responsibility 
to promote azma control and di •• ~nt measures with • view to the 
consolidation of peace in the region concerned; 

•• The guidelines that follow should not be ueed ae a me&na to interfere 
in the internal affairs of other Statess 

w. The principles contained in the following documents are alsO 
applicable I 

•• Guidelines for international a~ transfers in the context of General 
Aasembly resolution 46/36 H of 6 December 1991, ~ adopted in 1996; 

•. Guidelinea and recommendationa for regional approaches to disarmament 
within the contwtt of global security, W adopted in 1993: 

•. Guidelines for the study on conventional disarmament, U/ adOpted 
in 1982. 

ail Qfficial Record. of ~be General Aes~mbly, Fifty·first Sess12D~ 
SypplemeOt NO' 42 (A/51/42), annex I; see also sect. N above. 

~I Ibid., l2*ty-e'gb~b S§lIionL §upplement No. 42 (A/48/42), annex II; 
see a180 sect. M above. 

iii See aect. D above. 
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-IV. PRACTICAL PISARMAMENT MEASURES IN fOST-CONFLICT SITUATIONS 

-A. CQll;ction· sgn~'21! 4ispgsal InQ d;Pt[Qction 9f ,rme, 
Ilpecil~ly small IIffiV IPg light we!R9n§. and cgnyetgion 0' milit.rv flsil!tieg 

»9. In 6ccordance with the .greement reached, an early and accurate baseline 
inventory and periodic reassessment of the arms in the possession of the 
combatants is a prerequisite to an efficient arms collection, control, diaposal 
and/or destruction process. Thus, following the collection, control, secure 
atorage and/or destruction of arms, it is necessary to determine which arms are 
surpluB to the legitimate defence requirements of the State, as defined by 
iUeU. 

-10. There should be a secure collection and storage of such arms from the 
demobilized combatants or those in civilian hands, with the possible use of 
incenti~e programmes, provided that theBe do not themselves create a market for 
arms, such as 'turn-in', 'buy·back', 'swap' or weapons·for"development 
programmes, or through other appropriate measures. 

"11. Where an agreement provides for the destruction o~ arms, the rapid, 
reliable and transparent destruction of surplus at'1118 is an 411diepensable step to 
rendering an agreement concrete. EXperience has shown that a public display of 
the destruction of such weapons can help to dramatize the enactment of peace and 
to consolidate it. 

"12. Where appropriate, the conversion of military facilities for civilian use 
should be encouraged. 

"13. As part of an effective post-conflict arms control programme, 
(i) compliance with arms embargoes declared by the United Nations security 
Council and (ii) execution of voluntary regional import/export moratoriums 
should be implemented tbxough, inter aU.! ~ 

"(a) Cooperation between neighbouri1"'3 security, police and customs 
organizations, including the assistance of nationai contact centres of the 
International Criminal Police Organi2ation; 

nIb) Combined border-guard operational 

"(c) International and coordinated United Nations support for adherence to 
ag:reed measures; 

ft(d) Regional u~ i~t~rn~~ional agreements to combat illicit arms 
trafficking. 

"B. Dfamining and o~he:t mine acUgns 

"14. The cessation of minelayiug should b~ an integral part of ce.e.sefire and 
peace agreements, wherever applicable. 
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MiS. In area. where anti-personnel land mines have been laid during a conflict 
and there i. agreement to destroy these mine., post-conflict activities must 
give priority to an integrated mine action programme which includes mine 
clearance and destructioD, victim assistance and th~ reintegration of mine 
victims into civil society. 

M16. The collection of mines and other explosive ordnance should be discouraged 
and their destruction ensured in situ. 

"17. Information should be provided on mines laid during the conflict. Such 
measures as the delineation of mined areas and poeting of warning signs should 
be taken to prevent further victimization of civilians. 

"18. Statea involved in the deployment of mines can play an important role in 
assisting mine clearance in mine-affected countries through the provision of 
necessary maps and information and appropriate technical and material assistance 
to remove or otherwise render ineffective existing minefields, mines and 
booby traps. 

"19. A milte awareness education plan and procedures for reporting unexploded 
ordnance and artifacts should be set out and geared towards both demobilized 
soldiers and civilians. 

"C. Demobilization 

·20. An early and accurate asseS8ment of the combatants to be separated, 
assembled and demobilized is a prerequisite to an effective demobilization 
programme. 

N21. Demobilization agreements may be implemented via a demobilization centre or 
cantonment, established for a limited period of time, taking into account 
necessary medical, logistical (food, housing etc.) and administrative support 
and facilities or programmes. They should be clearly separated from 
humanitarian centres established, for example, for returning refugees. 

M22. The period between the signature of an agreement and the establishment of 
the cantonment COUld, with the consent of the State concerned, be used 
profitably by neutral parties of observation and control of a ceasefire. 

M23. Registration and di.armament of combatants should occur simultaneously, 
when~ver possible. 

MD. Integration of former. combatants 

H24. The peace agreement should provide for advance planning for integration, at 
least for the short to medium term, to be undertaken well before the 
demobilization process starts. The integration programme could then be 
implemented in step with demobilization. 

1125. Consideration should be given to: 
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• - The establishment, training and (. QeratiOl1ll of combined integrated 
security forces on a voluntary ba~is, .s appropriate; 

"- Progrume8 for the training, education e.ncl guidance for the 
integration into civil society of former combatants and their 
dependant., including the offer of guarantees for their personal 
safety; 

"- The return and resettlement of refugees and displaced persons to their 
homes as an integral part of the integration prOces8; 

10- The promotion of 8ustainable employment and skills training, for 
example in the areas of rehabilitation and reconstruction programmes. 

·26. Sta~es are encouraged to reflect in their economic programmes the 
integration of combatants and secure domestic resources for such activities, 
supplemented, as appropriate, by external support in order to provlde, ~ 
AliI, for effective follow-up action. The needs of different target groups, 
among the reintegrated combatants, including vulnerable groups such as women and 
children, shoUld be identified and optiona designed for their integration to 
suit local conditiona. 

"V. CONFIDENCE-BUILDING IN POST-CONFLICT SITUATIONS 

"27. In order to enaure the reliable blplellleJlta\:ion of the provisiona of the 
agreement reached in a poat-conflict consolidation of peace, including secure 
disposal aud/or destruction of weapona, conaideration sbould be given, on the 
basis of mutual agreement, to the following: 

lI(a) Combined/integrated monitoring, observation and control; 

"(b) Transparency and verification, where appropriate, b¥ • facilitator or 
international 8upervision, with the coneent of the State concerned; 

·(c) A commis.ion to mediate differences over intetpretation of the terms 
of the agreement. 

"2B. Implementation of agreed meaaurea can be enhanced by the use of economic, 
social and other incentives, including: 

"(a) Humanitarian, medical and logistical aid programmes for former 
combatants (including families) to encourage and Bustain the handover of arma; 

"(b) Measures to enaure the safety of former combatants; 

"(e) Amnesties granted by the State; 

"(d) Reintegration into civilian and professional life, including job 
training. 
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·~9. ~e re-establj~r~nt of public security is an assential first step. The 
following measures to help build confidence in an unbiased, non-discriminatory 
security force could be considel:edl 

N(a) The creatien and training of military Mervices and security and police 
forces, at a size appropriate to a post-conflict situation, taking into account 
the legitimate self-defence and ftecurity interests of the state; 

N(b) Adequate technical equipment, fc~ example for border monitoring, end 
training to enable operation~ to be conducted efficiently and in conformity with 
national legislation and established norms of international law; 

·(c) The inclusion and integration of adequately trained former conbatants 
on a voluntary basie. 

·30. To assist the reconciliation process and to create confidence in the 
implementation of the pear.e agree~'nt, it is recommended that: 

N(a) An effective, objective public information campaign be promoted to 
sensitize the public tr the peace process; 

"(b) National dialogue be encouraged and intensified through reconciliation 
programmes in tbe consolidation of peace; 

"(c) Measures 2imed at enhancing public involvement through education and 
awareness programmes conducive to the promotion of peace be encouraged; 

M(d) Measures to str6ngthen coordination among Governments, international 
organizations and non-governmental organizations be implemented for the smooth 
transition from emergency humanitarian assiatance and post-conflict assistance 
to long-term development. 

"VI. REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

"31. Regional and i.nternational financial, technical and technological 
assistance in rebuilding infrastructure and administr.ative capaCity alld civil 
soci~ty, and in economic rehabilitation for the implementation of practical 
~isarmament measures, should include the early involvement of international 
financial institutions. 

"32. Regional and international fillnncial and technical assistaace should also 
include: 

"\~} Asvi~tance for national and lccal mea~ures for the ccilection, 
control, diaposal andlor destruction of arms, demobilization and reint~gration 
of former combatants, as well as for mes.sures for the conversion of UliHtary 
facilities for civilian use in post-conflict situations. such aGsi8tan~p. can 
help ensure their early success; 

.: (b) Assistance for mine clearance I victim assistance and mine awareness 
programmes in mine-affected countries, incl'lding assistance to mine-infested 
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countries to remove or otherwise render ineffective existing minefielda, minee 
and boubytraps; the provision, as appropriate, of technological a.sistance to 
mine-infested countries; new technologies for mine detection and removal; and 
the promotion of scientific research ana development on humanitarian 
mine-clearance technique. and technology so that mine-clearance activities can 
be carried out more effb .• tively at lowe1 cost and through safer means. 
International cooperation should be promoted in this regard; 

"(c) Assistance for reintegration measures aimed at education ar~ training 
and for the creation of employment opportunities or alternative employment 
opportunities for discharged combatants; 

"(d) Assistance for public education and awareness programmes which will 
contribute to the promotion of peace and build resistance to the unlawful uses 
of small arms. 

33. States that are in a position to do so should lend their support to the 
Secretary-General in responding to requests by Member States to collect and 
destroy small arms and light weapons in post-conflict situations as well as to 
promote new practical disarmament measures to consolidate peace, e~pecia\ly as 
undertaken and designed by affected States themselves. 

hVII • O're1:'~ CONVENTIONAL ARMS CONTROL/LIM TATION J\ND 
DISARMAMENT MEASURES 

MA. National maasu~es 

"34. States should observe the highest standards of responsibility in the 
transfer of arms, including small arms and light weapons, as well as ammunition 
and explosives. Both supplier and recipient States Should ensure that the 
quantity and level of sophistication of their arms are commensurate with their 
legitimate defence and security requirements, and that they do not contribute to 
instability and conflict in their regions or in other countries and regions or 
to illicit trafticking in arms. 

"35. States should have in place appropriate legislation and eff"ctive 
administrative regulations on arms export, import, transit, re-export and 
diversion, and should make the necessary arrange~nts to ensure their 
enforcement. 

"36. States should work towards the introduction of appropriate national 
legislation, adnlinistrative regulations and licensing requirements that define 
conditions under which firea~ns can be acqulred, used and traded by private 
pers~ns. In particular, they should consider the prohibition of unrestricted 
trade and private ownership of small arms and light weapons specifically 
de&igned for military purposes, such aa automatic guns (e.g., alldault rifles and 
machine-guns) . 

"37. St·ates considering measures to ensure that arms are exported only to 
Governments of sovereign States, either directly or thro'lgh duly licensed or 
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authorized agencies acting on their behalf, are encouraged to draw upon Already 
existing provisions in this field. 

-38. States should ensure that arma production, trade and holdings (State-owned 
and priVate) are under strict and effective control through appropriate 
licenaing, supervbion and inapecUon. They should aleo consider the 
e.tabli.hment and maintenance of: 

-- National inventories of legally held weApons, specifically designed 
for military purpo.e., including up-to-date information on legally 
licen.ed dealer. and manufacturers; 

-. A record of import., exports and other transactions. 

-39. State. should ensure that manufacturers apply appropriate and reliable 
markinge on we.pone, particularly amall arms and light weapons, as an integral 
part of the production proce •• , so a. to as.iet national law enforcement 
agencies in tracing the country of origin and the manufacturer of the weapons in 
combating illicit arma trafficking. 

-40. State •• hould undertak~ to aecure their holdings of weapon., including 
small ~rma and light weapona, against 108se. reBulting from corruption, theft 
and withholding through appropriate organizational, technical and personnel 
meaaures. 

-,no State a ehould ensure tf'e effectiveD.eea and profesaional conduct of security 
forces and authorities (cuetoma, border control, po~ice, criminal prosecution) 
involved in the implementation of weapons control measures, through the 
appropriate aelection of personnel, training and technical equipment. 

-s. Re4i.oyllintemational £OAAeration and transparency 

-42. Statea should explore the scope for closer coordination and, on a voluntary 
baai., the possible harmonization of their national regulations on arma 
export/import/transit, including relevant customa procedur~s. 

W43. State. and their national authorities involved in weapons control measures 
should reinforce their collective efforts to prevent and combat illicit 
trafficking of arma, particularly amall arma, through: 

W(a) BXcbang~ of information on illegal activit.ie. (sources, routes, 
caches) ; 

-(b) Combined police, border-guard, intelligence and customs operations, as 
required; 

II (c) Technical and training assistance; 

"(d) Establishment of national points o~ contact; 
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liCe) Improved judicial cooperation, including to combat the violation of 
national gun laws aDd regulations. 

"44. States are encour.yed to consider developing and strengthening appropriate 
trauaparency .. asurea at the multilateral, regional, aubregional and national 
level.. Taking into account the particular regional aituation and legitimate 
.elf-defence aad .ecurity peeda, thea. might include, based on the agreed 
initiative of all the State. within the concerned regions Or subregions and with 
participation on a voluntary baais, po •• ible regional or subregional 
arrangements, confidence-building and a£m8-control measures. International arms 
trauafers should not be used a. a means to interfere in the internal affairs of 
other Statea. 

"45. States should consider, on a voluntary basis, the exchange of information 
on their national policies, legialation and administrative control over 
armament •• with particular emphasis on small arms and light weapons. 

"46. States should consider all appropriate measures with a view to promoting 
restraint aDd responsibility in conventional arms transfers. States which have 
established voluntary regional and aubregional meaaures for conventional arms 
transfers ahould make availcble all relevant information on these to any 
interested State or group of States. 

"VUI. ROLB OP THE UNITED NATIONS 

".7. The secretary-General, in recognition of the important contribution of 
programmes lor voluntary weapone collection and/or destruction, could be invited 
to consider. on a case-by-caae baais, means to facilitate the successful conduct 
of such programmes. 

·48. The United Nations ehould coordinate and facilitate the exchange of 
intonation between Stat.a. At the request of the States concerned, the United 
Sationw could provide coordination and assistance, including in seeking regional 
and international financial and teChnical support, for the development of 
programmes to promote and implement disarmament and arms control/limitation 
measures in the co 'text of the consolidation of peace. 

"49. The coordination role of the United Nation. should be fulfilled in the 
fields of mine awareness. training, surveying, mine detection and clearance, 
scientific reaearch on mine detection and clearance technology, and information 
on and distribution of medical equipment and supplies. 

·50. The United aatione has • cen~~al ~~lg iu th: !!:!~ ~~ di8armament. ~his 
role ia enhanced with the designation of the Department for Disarmament Affairs 
as the focal point to coordinate all action on small arms within the United 
Nations system. 

"51. Cooperation and coordination should be increased between the relevant 
intergovernmental bodies of the United Nations and within the United Nations 
Secretariat; the Centre f~,' International Crime Prevention with regard to its 
work related to illicit ~.nufacturing and trafficking in firearms, their parts 

/ ... 



A/51/182/aev.l 
Buglbb 
Page 87 

and component. and UlIW.DitiOl1;the Department for Dbanuuaent Affaira, and the 
Jaec!wu1ialll for Coordinating Act; on on Small AnuI in ongoing init1athe. related 
to illicit traffick!1Ig in ..all &rII1II. 

-52. The United Ibtiona .bould .c;.;Jlltiaue to play III leacl1ag rol. in addr ••• iag the 
i •• u. of ... 11 ~ •• 


