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Given the increased level of terrorist threat globally, one of the main goals of international action is 

not to allow the weapons of mass destruction to fall in the hands of terrorist groups.  

Although Bulgaria has never possessed weapons of mass destruction (WMD), it has always considered 

their non-proliferation of major importance for securing peace and stability in the world and therefore 

has contributed to the creation and the entry into force of most non-proliferation treaties becoming a 

party to them since the very beginning. Our goal at present should be to make these international 

instruments as universal as possible. Among other things, this requires strengthening of the existing 

international legal instruments, which should be enforced much more effectively and vigorously.  

Compliance with highest international standards in the area of control of arms, military equipment 

and dual-use transfers, for the purpose of strengthening regional and international peace and security 

and combating international terrorism and proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD), is of 

utmost importance for the Republic pf Bulgaria. Our country is a State Party to all key international 

treaties related to arms control, disarmament and non-proliferation, namely: the Treaty on the Non-

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons; the Chemical Weapons Convention; the Biological Weapons 

Convention; the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty; the Convention on Certain Conventional 

Weapons; the Anti-Personnel Land Mine Convention; the Cluster Munitions Convention. As a member 

of the Executive Council of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) in 2019-

2021, the Republic of Bulgaria has the opportunity to actively contribute and produce efficient policies 

in preventing terrorists from acquiring chemical weapons.  

As an EU country, the Republic of Bulgaria strictly applies the EU legislation in force, concerning 

prohibitions and restrictions against certain countries, persons, entities and bodies and strictly 

implements the Council Regulation 428/2009 of 9 May 2009 setting up as Community regime for 

control of exports, transfer, brokering and transit of dual use items and technologies. 

Our country also implements EU 2009 CBRN Action Plan and has adopted its own National CBRN Action 

Plan on its basis, thus contributing to the implementation of the EU Counter Terrorism Strategy. 

The Republic of Bulgaria participates in the following international export control regimes: Wassenar 

Arrangement, the Australia Group, the Nuclear Suppliers Group, the Zangger Committee and the 

Missile Technology Control Regime. All of them have proven to be an important tool for prevention of 

the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. We are also a Participating State to the Hague Code 

of Conduct against Ballistic Missile Proliferation, the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism, the 

Proliferation Security Initiative and the International Partnership against Impunity for the Use of 

Chemical Weapons. 

We strictly comply with the 1540 UN Security Council Resolution and regularly submit reports on the 

national implementation. 

The essence of the implementation of the export-control regimes is the incorporation of their 

guidelines and principles in domestic law. Firm commitments are only possible with the creation of 

legally-binding provisions for the control of transfers, originating from the participating states.  
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The Bulgarian export control legislation covers manufacture, trade, border and customs control. The 

Law of Export Control on Defense-related Products and Dual-use Items and Technologies and the 

Regulation on its implementation serve as basis of the export control system of the Republic of 

Bulgaria. The current legislation reflects the relevant EU regulations in the sphere of export control of 

dual use items and technologies.  

The Republic of Bulgaria has also adopted a Law on the Safe Use of Nuclear Energy. According to its 

provisions, all national institutions, entities and strategic facilities stockpiling products and materials, 

which could be used for the production of WMDs are obliged to adopt measures for physical 

protection.  

Preparedness in cases of bioterrorism is foreseen in the Law on Hublic Health and the National health 

strategy for 2014-202. The Republic of Bulgaria has adopted a Law for the prohibition of chemical 

weapons which regulates activities with chemical substances under international control in 

accordance with the Chemical Weapons Convention, aiming to prevent their possible diversion for 

terrorist purposes or other illegal activities.  

In 2016, the Council of Ministers adopted a National plan on countering terrorism. Its main purpose is 

to secure constant and adequate protection of the sitizens, the territory and the national interests of 

the Republic of Bulgaria from terrorist threats, as well as to coordinate the actions of the competent 

national authorities in cases of terrorist activities. A National Strategy for countering WMDs has also 

been drafted. It aims to increase national capacity to react, detect and respond to incidents with 

chemical, biological and nuclear weapon or items and technologies used for their production, thus 

including CBRN terrorist activities on Bulgarian territory.   

We strongly reaffirm the non-proliferation standards and set out the systems for their application. 

Universalized and strengthened international treaties, strict international export regimes with an 

expanded control area, vigorous enforcement of modern legislation designed to adequately address 

the new threats – are different aspects of our non-proliferation efforts and are mutually reinforcing. It 

is only through their synchronized implementation that we can make a significant contribution to 

securing international peace and stability and countering the threat of WMD terrorism. 


