
MEASURES TO PREVENT TERRORISTS FROM ACQUIRING WEAPONS OF MASS 
DESTRUCTION 
(A/RES/73/55) 

 
As a member state to the UN, Brunei Darussalam continues to support resolutions 
concerning terrorism as well as proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) 
adopted by the General Assembly. 
 
Brunei Darussalam will also continue to cooperate with member countries in terms of 
training, meetings and information sharing. These initiatives remain crucial in its interests 
and effort to uphold peace and stability in the region and globally, especially in the war 
against terrorism. 
 

1. Central Authority of Committee Handling Nuclear Radioactive Issues 
 

1.1. With the approval of the UN Resolution (Res) 73/55, some of Brunei 
Darussalam’s capacity and legal aspects need to be looked through as to comply 
with UN Resolution 73/55. To date, Brunei Darussalam has been fortunate that it 
has never experienced any terrorist attacks nor has it experienced any imminent 
threats of terrorism including nuclear, chemical and radiological terrorism.  
 

1.2. The Safety, Health and Environment National Authority (SHENA) is a 
statutory body set up under the Safety, Health and Environment National Authority 
Order, 2018 and enforced on 1 April 2017. The Authority regulates all matters 
pertaining to workplace safety and health, environment and radiation in Brunei 
Darussalam. It will coordinate all Safety, Health and Environmental (HSE) matters 
associated with industrial activities in Brunei Darussalam; this includes sectors 
such as oil and gas, petrochemicals, onshore industrial projects, as well as non-
industrial sectors such as offices, schools and hospitals.  

 
1.3. Meanwhile, the Radiation Protection Order, 2018 controls and regulates the 

import, export, manufacture, sale, disposal, transport, storage, possession, and 
use of radioactive materials and controlled apparatus, makes provision in relation 
to the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, establishes a system for the imposition 
and maintenance of nuclear safeguards, and provides for matters connected 
therewith or incidental thereto. 

 
2. Technical Knowledge on Nuclear and Radioactive Mechanisms 

 
2.1. Investigation methods by the relevant authorities in Brunei Darussalam may 

need to be upgraded to be in line with international standards. This includes 
investigating teams concerning nuclear and radioactive materials, specialised 
laboratory analysts on nuclear and radioactive materials as well as ongoing 
capacity building for personnel handling nuclear and radioactive materials. With 
these basic requirements, the Credibility Assessment of the threats of Nuclear and 
Radioactive can be established. This is essentially useful in times of facing nuclear 
and radioactive terrorism threats where initial Credibility Assessment is 
established which is then followed by recommending the next course of action 



such as assessing the nuclear and radioactive threats to that area including its 
potential impact.  

3. Role of Customs and Enforcement at Borders regarding Nuclear and 
Radioactive Items 
 

3.1. It is equally important to know what items are imported or coming into the 
country. Hazardous nuclear and radioactive items may slip through border checks 
because of technical expertise challenges in identifying such hazardous materials. 
Terrorists can disguise hazardous nuclear and radioactive items going across the 
border undetected by bringing it in a small amounts or into pieces. Therefore, 
tightening border security and checks are inarguably the most effective way to 
prevent hazardous items from entering Brunei Darussalam. 
 

3.2. It is imperative for the security and border post’s community to learn more 
about the components of the nuclear device (or weapons of mass destruction) and 
its smaller integral components i.e. widgets. Widgets could be one of the metal 
components of the weapon and it is stored and delivered separately through 
maritime or air transportation. It is almost a formidable challenge for security 
agencies as well as port and border authorities to identify the very components of 
the WMD. This is due to the fact that these components resemble household 
objects or metal parts and would pose a challenge to border authorities to detect. 
Personnel at the border authorities will need to undergo training on how to identify 
and detect these components.  

 
 
 


